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Introduction 

 
     When we look at the centuries of discovery in the Americas, there are always individuals 

who stand out as pioneers and adventurers. One of the resourceful and determined American 

pioneer families were the Endicotts. Among the Endicotts, the earliest settler came to 

Naumkeag, Massachusetts, aboard the Abigail, and landed on September 6, 1628. That was 

John Endecott and he became the first Governor in the Massachusetts Bay. 

 
     As the years passed, members of the Endicott family moved to new lands to the South and 

West, and by the early eighteenth century had settled in and around Burlington County, New 

Jersey. This is where our story will begin with the pioneer patriarch - Thomas Endicott. 

 

     Thomas Endicott has left us a remarkable trail to discover. He was always a land owner 

wherever he lived as were other members of his immediate family, so it is relatively easy to 

follow his life and that of his family from New Jersey, Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky 

and finally Indiana. Other historical accounts and records have also added to the ability to 

glean the life of one of our more notable Endicott ancestors.  

 

     A study of the history of the times and of the location of Thomas Endicott during his life, 

have added additional insights into what his life and that of his family was like in early 

pioneer times. Thomas, like so many in these early times, had an adventurous and pioneering 

spirit. This is demonstrated in his migration patterns in that he was always looking for a 

better place for himself and his family.  
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     We will look at the life of Thomas Endicott from his earlier days in New Jersey, then in 

Virginia, North Carolina, and Kentucky and finally in his later years in Indiana near the 

Wabash River.  

   

      A study of his children and their geographical associations will provide additional 

understandings into the family patterns of both their migrations and life in early America. 

This work and approach will follow in chronological order known information and events as 

a result of this research on Thomas Endicott, his family and some related surnames. An 

analysis of the census from the period 1800 to 1850 in Kentucky and Indiana will provide 

some insights into of the family relationships and the legacy of Thomas Endicott. 

 

     The spellings of the surname Endicott will appear throughout interchangeably as Endecott 

and Endicott and some other variant spellings and as they are shown in the source documents 

and references. These variant spellings had occurred since pre-1628 to ca.1738. Throughout 

the life and study of Thomas Endicott, we find Endecott as the primary spelling for Thomas 

in the available original documents, but will generally use the later Endicott spelling since 

this is what is recorded on his memorial at the Poseyville Cemetery in Poseyville, Indiana.  

 

     A great deal of gratitude is given to those Endicott Cousins who have researched  

in various ways the life and times of Thomas Endicott. They are acknowledged throughout 

and in the source citations to document the life of our pioneer Endicott patriarch and his 

family. This is shown through primary and secondary evidence, historical references, source 

citations and antidotal accounts. 

 

Early Life of Thomas Endicott 

 
     Although the Endicotts came from a strong Puritan tradition, by the early 1700’s, the 

Endicotts in New Jersey were Quakers. Joseph Endicott (1672-1747) had settled near the 

village of Northampton in Burlington County in 1698 and had taken up farming.  He soon 

met a young lady named Hannah Gossling (1684-1748) who was from a Quaker family.  The 

two married in 1706 [1] and proceeded to have five children.  First came John (1707) and 

then Mary (1708).  The second son was Joseph (1711-1748) and then there were two more 

girls – Elizabeth (1715) and Ann (1715). [2] There was not much in the way of a formal 

education, but these kids all grew up on the farm and learned the life skills necessary to live 

in the wilds of New Jersey in their time. The father of Thomas Endicott, 

______________________________      

1 Harmon, Gordon S. Endecott-Endicott Family History with Harmon Lineages – 22 

Generations. From 1327 to the Present. Nine Generations in England (1327-1627) and 

Beyond in America (1628-2001). (Springfield, MO: GSH Visions, 2002). 21-22. 

2 Ibid.  
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Joseph (1711-1748), died when Thomas was only 11 years old. 

 

     There was another family who lived nearby by the name of Gillam. Like the Endicotts, 

they were a hard working farm family, but they were not Quaker.  Despite that, two of the 

Endicott children married “out of meeting” when Joseph married Ann Gillam (1715-1773) 

and his younger sister Ann married Lucas Gillam (d. 1743).  In marrying Ann, Joseph 

angered his father to the point that he received only five shillings for his inheritance – “I say 

5 shillings and no more” [3] – were his father’s departing words for his son.  Despite this 

family flare up, Joseph and Ann had a good life together and had six children – Thomas 

(March 27, 1737); Joseph (June 8, 1738); Samuel (February 8, 1741), Barzillai (March 20, 

1743); Sarah (December 6, 1744); and Prazillia (December 9, 1748). [4] 

 

     Thomas Endicott was born on March 27, 1737 in Burlington County, New Jersey [5] 

the first son of Joseph Endicott (1711-1748) [6] and Anne Gillam (1715-1783) [7]  

 

     The Endicott family Bible of Joseph and Ann Endicott was, in 1943, in the possession of 

Charles Endicott, Indianapolis, Indiana, formerly of Danville, Illinois. It was published in 

1735 at Edinburg, Scotland. Data copied from this Bible, at Danville, Illinois on October 22, 

1933 by Mabel McFatridge McCloskey confirms the date of birth of Thomas Endicott. [8] A 

photographic copy of this family Bible was discovered in 2006 at the New England Historic 

Genealogical Society in Boston, MA. 

 

     Thomas was the 4
th

 generation grandson of Governor John Endecott. [9] He lived near 

Long Bridge, Mt. Holly, Burlington County, New Jersey. 

 

    On June 19, 1759, Thomas Endecott at age 22, married Sarah Welch (1742-1790) in 

Burlington County, New Jersey. [10]   Sarah was just short of her 17
th

 birthday. [11]  It is 

believed that Sarah is a daughter of Patrick Welsh born 1706 in Burlington, New Jersey and 

Jane Flaningam born 1710 in Burlington, New Jersey. They were married on March 11, 1734 

in the same community. Jane’s parents were Patrick Flaningam who was born in 1670 in 

England and died in October, 1713 in Gloucester, New Jersey and Elizabeth Hillman who 

was born in 1689 in Gloucester, New Jersey and died in December, 1765 in the same 
_____________________________    

  3 Joseph Endicott’s Will. New Jersey Archives, Burlington County #3579C-4600C (1743-

49), Trenton, New Jersey. 

  4 McCloskey, Mabel McFatridge. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay 

Colony. Reprinted (Salem, MA: Higginson Book Company, 2002).29.  

  5 Ibid. 30. 

  6 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 23. 

  7 Ibid.  

  8 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 30. 

  9 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 23. 

10 Thomas Endicott-Sarah Welch Marriage, 19 June 1759. New Jersey Archives 1 Ser. Vol. 

24. 156. Bureau of Archives and Records Administration. Trenton.                                        

11 Sanford, Teddy H. Jr. The History of the Endicott Family. (Radcliff, KY: n. d. n. p.) 
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locale. [12]  
 

    Thomas and Sarah began their marriage and family on a farm in Burlington County, New 

Jersey where their first three sons were born. They had nine children: Moses (October 31, 

1759 Mt. Holly, NJ), Joseph (abt. 1761 Mt. Holly, NJ), Aaron (August 12/13, 1764 NC), 

Barzillai (1766 NC), Thomas, Jr. (VA), Samuel (1775 NC), William (1778 Surry County, 

NC), John (April 7, 1781 Surry County, NC) and Nancy (1783 Surry County, NC). [13] Each 

of these children will be discussed in later sections. 

    

    In the New Jersey archives is a newspaper abstract from the Pennsylvania Gazette. It 

shows that “In gaol, Philadelphia, runaway servant Jane Radcliffe from Thomas Indicutt, 

living near Mt. Holly, New Jersey came and get her or else she will be sold for 8 months 

keep” [14] 

 

 It is important to note the relationship of Edward 

Gaskill to the Endicott family.  

 

Bu  – Burlington County, 1739 [15]   

 

 He married on April 10, 1693 to Hannah Endecott 

born 1676 in New Jersey. Hannah was the daughter of 

Dr. Zerubbabel Endicott born 1635 in Salem, Massachusetts, son of Governor John Endecott. 

[16] Edward Gaskill was prominent in early Burlington County. He owned land in Mt. Holly 

in 1688. He was a native of Massachusetts and returned to that state to marry and remained 

several years. In Mt. Holly, he lived on Gaskills Lane “near the Friends Meeting House. He 

died in 1749 and is buried in the Quaker ground not far from his home. 

 

     The Friends lot was part of a Southwick-Gaskill tract. It was conveyed by Edward Gaskill 

to Thomas Shinn, a prominent Quaker, in 1727. Gaskill was an enterpriser who helped in the 

development of Mt. Holly. [17] This may partially explain the Endicott marriage into the 

Quaker faith as previously discussed. 

______________________________ 

12  Ancestry.com (e-mail Grace Goodall 5 March 2005). 

13 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 31. 

14 New Jersey Archives S. IV 24 Newspaper Extract. Penna. Gazette. V.24 p.165 April 1763. 

(e-mail Kyle Elwood 4.22.02). 

15 Historical Maps of New Jersey online <http://jrshelby.com/hcl/nc.htm> downloaded 30 

June 2005. 

16 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 17. 

17 The Beginnings of Mt. Holly, Chapter 11, p. 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://jrshelby.com/hcl/nc.htm
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Thomas Endicott in Virginia and North Carolina   

 
Thomas and Sarah with their children left New 

Jersey in 1763 [18] and headed southwest from the 

Mt. Holly area. Between 1763 and 1775, the family 

lived at or near Endicott, Virginia (43 miles SSE of 

Blackburg). [19]  

 

Sometime after 1775, the Thomas Endicott family 

migrated to Surry County (later Wilkes County), 

North Carolina which is near the Virginia and North 

Carolina border. He lived here until 1786 and 

owned land in an area called Low Gap near 

Endicott Creek. [20] The location of this land was 

just south of the Virginia and North Carolina line along Endicott Creek which drains out of 

the Warrior Mountain. 

 

Located near Thomas Endicott, who had 

entered his land  of 105 acres on Crab 

Creek on January 2, 1785 [21] in Wilkes 

County (formed from Surry County in 

1777), was Joseph Endicott, his brother, 

who was born in 1738 [22] and Joseph’s 

son Samuel Indecott who was born in 

Virginia in 1769. [23] Samuel Indecott 

sold 100 acres of land on July 10, 1788 

for 50 pounds to William Connelly in 

Wilkes County. This land transaction was 

witnessed by Joseph Indecott with his 

seal and the seal of Samuel Indecott. [24] 

Thomas Endicott had an additional 100 acre tract of land that he had purchased on July 10, 

1788 located on Brushey Fork of the Little River. [25] 

______________________________ 

18  McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor of the Mass Bay Colony. 31. 

19 Sanford. The History of the Endicott Family. n. p. n. d.   

20 Mel Endicott unpublished research notes.  

21 North Carolina State Archives Deed No.865, Grant No. 862 Book 66: 398. Raleigh. 

22 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 37, 45.  

23 Mel Endicott unpublished research notes. 

24 North Carolina State Archives Deed No. 409. Raleigh. 

25 North Carolina State Archives Deed No.828, Grant No. 825 Book 66: 391. Raleigh. 
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     A look at the formation of the counties in North Carolina is important to know and 

understand so that the research is conducted in the appropriate counties. 

     1770 Surry from Rowan County 

     1773 Surry gained from Rowan 

     1777 Wilkes from Surry and District of Washington 

     1789 Stokes from Surry 

     1792 Surry gained from Wilkes 

     Wilkes gained from non-county area (formerly part of Washington) [26] 

 

     In the Tax lists of Wilkes County, North Carolina are found the following information on 

Thomas Endicut and Joseph Endicut. 

Wilkes County Tax List – 1784 [27] 

Names                   No. Polls       No. Acres                             

Thomas Endicut          1                  100 

Joseph Endicut            1                  100 

 

Wilkes County Tax List – 1785 [28] 

Names                   No. Polls       No. Acres                             

Thomas Endicutt          1                  350 

Joseph Endecutt           1                  100 

 

List of Taxable Property for 1786 – Wilkes County NC [29] 

Book No. 2 Capt. Hardin’s District 

Endecutt, Joseph          1                  100 

 

Wilkes County, NC Taxables 1790 [30] 

Capt. William’s District 

Endicott, Joseph 

  Western Land                                100   

Capt. Hammon’s District  

Endicott, Joseph           1                100 

 

    Thomas Endicott, at age 49, his wife Sarah, their seven sturdy sons and their joy and pride 

of the family, Nancy, their only daughter [31] left North Carolina and migrated  

towards Kentucky in 1786. 1786, as the year of their migration, is represented in the Pension 

Application of Moses Endicott. [32] We know that Thomas’ brother Joseph followed Thomas 

_____________________________ 

26  Historical Maps of North Carolina online < http://jrshelby.com/hcl/nc.htm >  

downloaded 16 November 2005. 

27 Wilkes County Tax List – 1784. 

28 Wilkes County Tax List – 1785. 

29 List of Taxable Property for 1786 – Wilkes County, NC. 

30 Wilkes County, NC Taxables 1790. 

31 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 34. 

32 Moses Endecott file no. 3348 Revolutionary War Pension Application. Washington: 

National Archives. 8. 

 

http://jrshelby.com/hcl/nc.htm
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10 years later in this migration (ca. 1796). [33] The land records, tax records from North 

Carolina and the American Revolutionary War Pension Application of Moses Endicott bear 

out the migration of Thomas and his family in 1786. However, with what data we have 

available, it is showing child William (5
th

) born 1783 in North Carolina and child James (6
th

) 

born 1785 in Kentucky. 
 

    It was during the time of residence in North Carolina that the Revolutionary War occurred. 

The only Thomas Endicott immediate family involvement known in the Revolutionary War 

was with Moses Endicott, the oldest son of Thomas. Moses served in the North Carolina 

militia as a Private. He volunteered in October, 1777 to serve as a Minute Man from Surry 

County, North Carolina. In the Spring of 1781, he was with the militia at the famous Battle of 

Guilford Courthouse against the Army of Lord Cornwallis. [34] For a more detailed 

description of the Revolutionary War service of Moses Endicott see his pension application 

(R-3448). 

 

    On June 6, 2004 Moses Endicott, Revolutionary War Patriot, was honored at the Endicott 

Meeting House, near Cynthiana (Harrison County) Kentucky with a Memorial Dedication 

and Service. This historic event was 

sponsored by the Endecott-Endicott 

Family Association, Inc. For a view of 

the photo gallery visit:  

http://www.edtracy.com/Resume/ 

MosesEndicott/MosesEndicott.htm 
[35] 

 
Photograph (Courtesy of Gordon S. Harmon) 

 

The Mayor of Cynthiana declared 

through a proclamation – June 6, 2004 

as Moses Endicott Day. [36] 

 

    A tablet placed on the wall of the Paris, (Bourbon County) Kentucky Courthouse in 

memory of Revolutionary soldiers buried in Bourbon County bears his name (Moses 

Endicott). [37] 

______________________________ 

33 Ibid. 

34 Moses Endicott Memorial Service and Dedication Program Booklet. (Springfield, MO: 

Privately Printed, 2004).  

35 Ed Tracy web site < www.edtracy.com/index/MosesEndecott.html > 

downloaded 9 June 2004 

36 Proclamation - Mayor, City of Cynthiana, KY Moses Endicott Day, 6 June 2004 

<http://www.cynthianaky.com/cityhall/Proclamations/Moses_Endicott_Day.htm> 

downloaded 1 July 2004. 

37 Revolutionary War Plaque. Bourbon County Courthouse, Paris, KY. Photographed by 

Sarah Endicott Munoz February, 2007. 

 

 

 

http://www.edtracy.com/Resume/%20MosesEndicott/MosesEndicott.htm
http://www.edtracy.com/Resume/%20MosesEndicott/MosesEndicott.htm
http://www.edtracy.com/index/MosesEndecott.html
http://www.cynthianaky.com/cityhall/Proclamations/Moses_Endicott_Day.htm
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     From the State of North Carolina, Department of Cultural Resources, Division of 

Archives and History, the following information is recorded in a manuscript volume in the 

custody of the State Archives (Volume A, page 249) “The United States of America to the 

State of North Carolina for sundries furnished the Militia of North Carolina, Virginia and 

South Carolina as allowed by the Auditors of the Morgan District as per Report No. 44. 

Number 7848. Number of Voucher: 262. Eleven pounds was paid to Thomas Endicott. 

Reports number 42-45 are not dated. However, Report #41 is dated April 1782 on page 208 

and Report # 46 is dated June, 1783 on page 274”.[38]  The conclusion is that not only did 

Thomas Endicott have a son in the Revolutionary War, but the family was in support of the 

Revolutionary cause.  

 

The Endicott Family Migrates on the Wilderness Trail and Through the 

Cumberland Gap 

 

Thomas Endicott sold his land in Wilkes County, North 

Carolina in 1789 [39] after he had already migrated in 1786 

with his family along the Wilderness Trail and through the 

Cumberland Gap and into Kentucky County, Virginia  (later 

Bourbon then Harrison County, Kentucky). This land was sold 

to Peter Sebolt for 30 pounds and was witnessed by Adam 

Sebolt. Adam later married Ann 

Endicott, daughter of Thomas’ 

younger brother Samuel. While we can only speculate, it is 

possible that the arrangement for the sale of Thomas’ land was 

made by Joseph Endicott, the younger brother of Thomas. This 

land transaction was recorded on August 17, 1789.  This sale of 

land might have been accomplished to aid the family to buy 

land in Kentucky. On March 10, 1775, Boone had led his trail 

blazers from Long Island to cut the trail through some 200 

miles of wilderness northwest through the Cumberland Gap 

and into Kentucky. [40] The Wilderness Trail was the principal 

avenue of westward migration for pioneers from c.1790 to 

1840.  It would become the route for hundreds of thousands    

 ______________________________ 

38 State of North Carolina, Department of Cultural Resources, Division of Archives and 

History. Volume A, Reports number 42-45. 

39 Land Deed Transfer Thomas Endicott and Peter Sebott. 17 August 1789, Stokes County, 

NC. 339. 

40 Wilderness Trail online <www.danielboonetrail.com/> downloaded 9 November 2005.  
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of settlers of the western frontier. [41] Thomas Endicott and his family were no exception.  
 

Life in Kentucky 

    The Fayette Tax Lists of 1788 show Joseph Indecut, Moses Indecut, Aron Indecut, and 

Brazella Indecut. [42] These are all sons of Thomas Endicott. 

     On September 17, 1788, a petition to divide Fayette County into two counties (Fayette 

and Woodford) was signed by petitioners and was presented to the General Assembly of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia and approved on October 24, 1788. Three of the individuals who 

signed on to this petition were: Aaron Indicut, Joseph Indicut and Moses Indicut. [43] 

    Early land records of Kentucky show that Thomas Endicott of Fayette County, Virginia 

(now Kentucky) bought in the amount of 60 pounds his first land in Woodford County, 

Virginia in April, 1789 from Edward and Sarah Mitchell of Fayette, State of Virginia. This 

included 100 acres on Greer’s Creek. The land purchase was recorded on September 2, 1789. 

Witnesses to this land purchase were Barzillai Endicott, Aaron Endicott and John Bailey. [44] 

Thomas and Sarah Indicut of Woodford County, Virginia sold this land on February 2, 1790 

for 100 pounds ‘current money’ to Henry Shous. [45]  

 

    Moses Endicott had purchased on November 15, 1789, 160 acres on Indian Creek in 

Bourbon (later Harrison) County, Kentucky. [46]  

 

     In the Fayette Tax List for 1789, [47] appears: 

 

       Indecert, Aaron             Woodford       6/3/1789 – Son of Thomas Endicott 

       Indecert, Josiah              Fayette              6/1789 – Son of Thomas Endicott 

                      (Joseph)       

       Indecert, Moses              Fayette          6/4/1789 – Son of Thomas Endicott    

 

     It is believed that there is a transcription error in this information. It is further believed 

that this is Aaron, Joseph (Josiah) and Moses Endicott, sons of Thomas Endicott. 

______________________________ 

41 Ibid. 

42 Fayette Tax List, 1788. Kentucky History Center. Frankfort, KY. 

43 Robertson, James Rood. Petitions of the Early Inhabitants of Kentucky to the General 

Assembly of Virginia: 1769-1792. (Louisville, KY: J. P. Morton and Co., 1914). 

44 Woodford County Deed Book: A: 10. County Recorder’s Office Versailles, Kentucky. 

45  Woodford County Deed Book: A:62. Woodford County Recorder’s Office Versailles, 

KY.  

46  Moses Endicott land deed. Bourbon County Recorder’s Office, Paris, KY.  

47 Fayette Tax List, 1789. Kentucky History Center. Frankfort, KY. 
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Photograph courtesy of Ruth Endicott 

 

While in Kentucky, Thomas Endicott along with his family 

and neighbors built, in 1790, the historic Endicott Meeting 

House on Indian Creek. Moses Endicott had donated the 

one-acre of land where it stands today. [48] He also served as 

a Deacon at the Meeting House. 
 

It was constituted in that year with 16 members and was 

admitted to the Elkhorn Baptist Association in the same year. 

   

    The Meeting House remains an active place of worship even today and is the oldest church 

West of the Allegheny Mountains in continuous service.  

 

    Thomas Endicott’s wife, Sarah, died between 1790 and 1799 in Harrison County, KY. [49] 

It is believed that she is buried at the Endicott Meeting House in an unmarked grave near the 

site of the Memorial of Moses Endicott, her son.  

 

    Kentucky County had been created by Virginia in 1776. Later Bourbon County was 

created from Fayette in 1785. Woodford County was created from Fayette County in 1788 

and then Kentucky separated from Virginia and was admitted on June 1, 1792 as the 15
th

 

state. [50] Kentucky was never a territory. It was part of Virginia until statehood 

 

    On October 7, 1792 Thomas Endicott of Bourbon County bought land near Indian Creek 

in Bourbon County [51] (now Harrison County) from Richard Young and wife Mary of 

Woodford, Kentucky 192 acres for 70 pounds. 

 

    The Bourbon County taxpayers for 1793 [52] and on file in Frankfort, Kentucky include: 

 

    Moses Endicott              160 acres – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Thomas Endicott, Sr.     192 acres – The Pioneer Patriarch 

    Thomas Endicott, Jr.      Poll tax and personal property – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Brazilla Endicott            Poll tax and personal property – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Aaron Endicott               Poll tax and personal property – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Moses Endicott              157 acres – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Samuel Endicott            112 acres – Son of Thomas Endicott 

_________________________________ 

48 Levingston, Cindy Endicott. Endicott Meeting House and Cemetery. (Howell, Michigan: 

Privately Printed, June 6, 2004). 

49 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 31. 

50 Commonwealth of Kentucky online <www.kentucky.gov/> downloaded 8 April 2006. 

51 Bourbon County Deed Book D: 509 Bourbon County Recorder’s Office, Paris, Kentucky. 

52 Bourbon County Tax Payors List 1793. Kentucky History Center. Frankfort, Kentucky. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kentucky.gov/
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     John Endicott                112 acres – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    William Endicott           112 acres – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    

    Harrison County was created from Bourbon County in 1794. [53] In 1793, Thomas 

Endicott was listed as paying taxes on 192 acres of land in Bourbon County, as shown above. 
[54] 

    In 1796, Governor Isaac Shelby appointed Thomas Endicott, Jr. to be Justice of the Peace 

in Bourbon County. [55]   

    On August 17, 1798 Thomas bought land from James and Henrietta Searce. This included 

50 acres for 45 pounds between the waters of Indian Creek and Sycamore Creek  

adjoining Hugh Wilson (Revolutionary War Patriot) and Moses Endicott (Revolutionary War 

Patriot), the son of Thomas. This land deed was witnessed by Joseph Endicott, Richard 

Young and Henry Scarce. [56]   

 

     Both Hugh Wilson and Moses Endicott are buried at the Endicott Meeting House. Two 

other Revolutionary War Patriots are also buried there – Henry Talbot and Edward McShane. 

 

    On October 15, 1798, Sanford Carter deeded to Samuel Endicott a tract of land. [57]  

 

    On June 15, 1799 John Endicott’s father, Thomas Endicott, deeded him 112 acres on 

Indian Creek [58] adjoining the land deeded to his brothers, William and Samuel.   William 

Endicott bought from his father 112 acres on June 15, 1799 land described as on “dividing 

ridge between Beaver and Indian Creek”. [59] Also on June 15, 1799 Thomas deeded to 

Samuel Endicott 62 acres [60] Samuel appears on a later tax list with 112 acres, the same 

amount as John and William. Thomas may have deeded to Samuel the 50 acres purchased 

from James Scarce. [61] 

 

    Will Clay Endicott reported in 1932 that “my grandfather, Aaron Endicott, bought land 

from the heirs of Moses Endicott and this land is still owned (1932) by the widow of my  

______________________________ 

53 Kentucky Statewide: Kentucky Counties Formation 1780-1912. Harrison County, 

Kentucky USGenWeb Archive.  

< www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/ky/harrison/harrison.html > downloaded 19 December 

2005. 

54 Bourbon County Tax List, 1793. Kentucky History Center, Frankfort, Kentucky.  

55 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 37. 

56 Ibid. 24. 

57 McLaughlin, Mabel, Nisbet. The Endicott Family. (Henderson, Kentucky: Privately 

Printed, n.d.).23. 

58 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 41 

59 Ibid. 40. 

60 McLaughlin. The Endicott Family. 23. 

61 Ibid.  

 

 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/ky/harrison/harrison.html
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Uncle Jesse Endicott and his daughter, Jessie Belle Endicott, who resides there.”  
[62]        

 

    Thomas Endicott, Sr. is found on the 1800 Index of the Second Census of Kentucky Tax 

list. [63]. In a review of the complete census index for Endicotts of Kentucky in 1800 [64]  

there appears: 

 

    Endicott, Aaron            Bourbon – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Endicott, John              Bourbon – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Endicott, Moses           Bourbon – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Endicott, Samuel          Bourbon – Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Endicott, Thomas, Sr.  Bourbon – The Pioneer Patriarch 

    Endicott, William        Bourbon – Son of Thomas Endicott 

 

    In 1804, Thomas Endicott Jr. deeded from John Corn and his wife Ann of Scioto Co., Ohio 

for 50 pounds one equal part of a certain tract of land willed from William Trousdale to the 

said Joseph Corn and Ann Corn lying in Nicholas County on the waters of Indian Creek. [65] 

And, on October 29, 1804 Thomas Endicott Jr., added 100 more acres to his original 

purchase. This land was near the Nicholas and Bourbon County line and it was in the 

immediate neighborhood of the land owned by his father, Thomas Endicott, Sr. and of Joseph 

Endicott. [66]   

   

    By 1808, Endicott land extended from the waters of Paddy Run in Harrison County in a 

northeasterly direction through Bourbon County and extended into Nicholas County on 

Beaver Creek. [67]  

   
    Then, in July, 1809 Richard Young deeded to Thomas Endecott, Sr. 285 acres. This was 

located in Nicholas County on dividing ridge between Beaver and Indian Creeks and was just 

north of Joseph Endicott’s land. [68]   

 

    The Index to the Kentucky 1810 Census for Harrison County [69] shows Thos Indicut.  

Also shown are: 
 

Indicut, Aaron      313 – Son of Thomas Endicott 

             John         312 – Son of Thomas Endicott 

______________________________ 

62 Ibid. 

63 Thomas Endicott household. 1800 Index, Second census Tax List of Kentucky.  

64 Ibid. 

65 Nicholas County Court Records. Book A:234 Nicholas County Recorder’s Office, Carlisle, 

Kentucky. 

66 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 37. 

67 Ibid. 13. 

68 Nicholas County Court Records. Book D: 509 Nicholas County Recorder’s Office, 

Carlisle, Kentucky. 

69 Thos Indicut household. 1810 U. S. census, Harrison County, Kentucky. page 314 

National Archives micropublication M252, roll 6. 
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             Joseph     315 - ____________________ 

             Joseph     51_ - ____________________ 

               Moses      314 - Son of Thomas Endicott 

            Samuel     323  - Son of Thomas Endicott 
             
     Meanwhile, William Endicott and Joseph Endicott are shown in Woodford County during 

the same census, 1810. [70] This Joseph, in Woodford County, is a son of Thomas Endicott. 

No wife is shown in the census for Joseph. 

                  
    A quote from Andrew Downing states “There is a striking similarity between the lives of 

Thomas Endecott and Daniel Boone. Boone was born in Pennsylvania in 1735 on the West 

bank of the Delaware River. Two years later, Thomas was born on the East bank of the same 

river. Boone went to the Yadkin in North Carolina in 1753 (at that time it was  part of Surry 

County). In 1775, Thomas was living in Surry County. Thomas settled in Kentucky eleven 

years after the settlement of Boonesborough. Boone left Kentucky declaring that he no longer 

had elbow room and settled on the Missouri frontier where he died in 1820. Thomas went to 

Indiana ca. 1817. Boone was a close friend of the Miller family. Abraham Miller married 

Elizabeth Endicott, daughter of Moses Endicott and Martha (Hill) Endicott. [71] and Jane 

Miller married James H. Endicott. A compass and sunglass, prized possessions of the 

Endicott-Miller family, once belonged to Daniel Boone.” [72]  

 

    McLaughlin states: "Will Clay Endicott, of Cynthiana, Kentucky, revealed that a family 

tradition relates that the Endicott's guide was their friend and neighbor, Daniel Boone. These 

pieces were given to Abraham Miller by Daniel Boone as a token of Boone's appreciation of 

the eleven year old boy's presence of mind and marksmanship. Abraham was bringing the 

cows up at milking time and killed a panther that was about to attack the eleven years old boy 

and his herd. Abraham Miller became the husband of Elizabeth Endicott, daughter of Moses 

Endicott and Martha (Hill) Endicott." [73] 

 

    Thomas, while still residing in Kentucky, had begun to deed his land holdings in Harrison 

County as he prepared to migrate again. It is believed that he, through the sale of land in 

Kentucky prior to his second marriage, had provided for his children’s inheritance from his 

marriage to his first wife, Sarah. This is supported in the Will of Thomas Endecott [74] in that 

he states that he has already given “to each of them their ”portions” when speaking of his 

______________________________ 

70 1810 U. S. census. Woodford County, Kentucky. National Archives micropublication 

M252, roll 6. 

71 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 25. 

72 McLaughlin, Mabel Nisbet. The Endicott Family. (Henderson, Kentucky: Privately 

Printed, n.d.). 20. 

73 Ibid.  

74 Thomas Endicott will (1827), Posey County Will Book A: 94-96, Circuit Court’s Office, 

Mt. Vernon, Indiana. 
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children Moses, Joseph, Aaron, Thomas, Jr., Samuel, John, Nancy and heirs of his son, 

William. 

 

    Thomas Endecott was appointed guardian to Emily, Aaron and Sarah Endicott, infant 

orphans of Wm. Endicott, deceased. The sureties were Frances Mann and Samuel Endicott. 

The administrators of the estate of Wm. Endicott were Mary Endicott and Aaron Endicott. 

This occurred in October, 1811. [75] 

 

    In ca. 1811, Thomas, the hardy pioneer, along with his sons Thomas, Jr. and Aaron and 

Wm. Davis, Jonathan Jaquess and Wm. Casey, ventured into the rich fertile land in the lower 

reaches of the Indiana Territory along the Wabash River around the future Cynthiana, 

Indiana area to explore land for a new home. [76] It is suspected that Thomas was deeply 

impressed with the potential for his new family, the rich low lying land and the promise of 

farming on such fertile ground. 

 

    Upon their return to Kentucky, they had stories to tell about the rich land just 200 miles to 

the West, but it would be several years before the family moved.  The reason for this was a 

new conflict with England – the War of 1812. 

 

     During the War of 1812, Thomas Endicott probably sought news from the front, for he 

had at least five grandsons in the American Army. According to a disposition of Wilmont 

Phillips Endicott, three of these soldiers of the War of 1812 were sons of Joseph Endicott of 

Nicholas County, and two (John A. Endicott and Joseph Endicott) were sons of Moses 

Endicott, the Minute Man, and Martha (Hill) Endicott. [77] 

 

War of 1812 and the Endicotts 

 
   While serving his second term as governor in 1813, Issac Shelby headed a body of 4,000 

Kentucky troops and marched into Canada to join General William Henry Harrison's army. 

He had issued a call to the Kentucky Militia from Frankfort on July  31, 1813. The sixty-two-

year-old governor was active at the Battle of the Thames on October 5, 1813, when the 

British and their Indian allies were decisively defeated, and the Indian leader Tecumseh, was 

killed. For his gallantry at the Battle of the Thames, Congress gave him a gold medal. In 

1817, President Monroe offered to appoint him Secretary of War, but he declined. [78] 
______________________________ 

75 Harrison County Court Orders: Book A: 220. County Clerk’s Office Cynthiana, Kentucky. 

76 Posey County History 175
th

 History 1814-1989. Endecotts. (Paducah, Kentucky: Turner 

Publishing Co., 1989. 107.   

77 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 23, 25. 

78 Issac Shelby online. <en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Shelby>          

Downloaded 5 June 2006.                                            
                                                                                        Issac Shelby 
 

 

 

 

 

http://clerkweb.house.gov/histrecs/househis/lists/medal.htm
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     Those known Endicotts who served in the War of 1812 upon the call of Governor Shelby 

for the Kentucky Militia included: 

 

    1. Joseph Endicott (Son of Moses Endicott b. 1759, the Minuteman) – Grandson of 

Thomas Endicott 

 

       He enlisted in Col. Richard Johnson’s Regiment, Mounted Kentucky Infantry with Capt. 

James Coleman’s Company. He was at the Battle of Thames on October 5, 1813. 

[79] The Report of the Adjutant General, Kentucky – Soldiers of the War of 1812 show this 

on the Roll of Captain James Coleman’s Company, Kentucky Mounted Infantry Joseph 

Endicott, Private, August 15, 1813 to November 19, 1813 [80]  

 

    2. John A. Endicott (Son of Moses Endecott b. 1759, The Minuteman) – Grandson of 

Thomas Endicott 

 

       He enlisted at Cynthiana, KY in Capt. James Coleman’s Company August 1813 to 

November 1813. He was at the Battle of Thames. [81]  

 

John A. Endicott (Courtesy of Edward Tracy, Jr. and Ray Webber) 

 

John A. Endicott Obituary 

An Old Settler Gone 

Died in the town of Harrison, January 26, 1873, John A. Endicott, 

aged 84 years and 9 months. The deceased was a native of Kentucky 

and served in the war of 1812. He removed to Indiana in 1825 and 

immigrated to Grant County, Wisconsin in 1845; where he lived 

until the time of his death. Father Endicott was a true Patriot, a good 

citizen, a quiet neighbor and was highly respected by a large circle 

of friends. In politics he was originally a Whig, but united with the 

Republican party from its organization, and although raised in a 

slave State, was thoroughly anti-slavery. He was many years a 

member of the Primitive Methodist Church and died in the faith, leaving four children to 

mourn his loss- two sons in Indiana, one daughter in Missouri, and one daughter at Rockville. 

The funeral will be preached at Rockville in the P. M. Church on Monday, the 27th, to a 

large congregation by Rev. John Johns, pastor. E.E. (probably written by Edward Emery his 

son-in-law) [82] (Contributed by Jeff Scism) 

______________________________ 

79 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 42. 

80 Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kentucky. Soldiers of the War of 1812. 18, 

224.               

81 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 43. 

82 John A. Endicott Obituary. (e-mail Jeff Scism 12 February 2004). 
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3. William Endicott (Son of Joseph Endicott b. abt. 1761) – Grandson of Thomas Endicott 

 

    He enlisted from August, 1813 to September, 1813 in Captain 

Tom Lewis’ Company, Woodford County of the Kentucky Militia. 
[83]   
 

4. Joseph Nation Endicott (Son of Joseph Endicott b. 1775) – Great 

Nephew of Thomas Endicott 

 

    He enlisted at Harrison County, Kentucky with Captain 

Coleman’s Company August, 1813 to November, 1813. He was at 

the Battle of Thames. [84]  

 

5. William Harrison Endicott (Son of Joseph Endicott b. 1775) – 

Great Nephew of Thomas Endicott 

 
Military Service Record – John A. Endicott 

 

     He served with Capt. Tom Lewis’ Company of Woodford County, Kentucky August, 

1813 to September, 1813. [85]  

 

6. John B. Endicott (Son of Joseph Endicott b. 1775) – Great Nephew of Thomas Endicott 

 

     He enlisted in Capt. Arch Morrison Company March, 1813 to March, 1814 as John 

Phillips. [86] The Report of the Adjutant General, Kentucky – Soldiers of the War of 1812 

shows on the Roll of Captain Archibald Morrison’s Company of the Kentucky Militia, 

Detached, that John Indicott was a Private March 29, 1813 to September 28, 1813. [87]  

 

    Each of these Endicotts who served in the War of 1812 is documented in McCloskey’s 

Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor of the Mass Bay Colony and in the Report of 

the Adjutant General of the State of Kentucky, 1890.  
 

7. The "Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kentucky" shows that the Roll of 

Captain Virgil McCracken’s Company of First Rifle Regiment, Kentucky Militia  shows that 

Samuel McQuire, Private served August 15, 1812 to October 14, 1812. He was a substitute 

for Lewis Endicott. [88]    

______________________________ 

83 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 35, 47. 

84 Ibid. 187. 

85 Ibid.  

86 Ibid. 188. 

87 Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kentucky. Soldiers of the War of 1812.   

197.            

88 Clift, Glenn G. Remember the Raisin! Kentucky and Kentuckians in the Battles and 

Massacre at Frenchtown, Michigan Territory, in the War of 1812 With Notes on Kentucky 

Veterans of the War of 1812. (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company, 

2002). 222. 
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     The War of 1812 by John K. Malon has an interesting account of the Kentucky Militia in 

which several of our Endicotts were an integral part. 

 

                    “The highly mobile unit in General Harrison’s army of invasion 

                   was Colonel Richard M. Johnson’s regiment of mounted Kentucky 

                   riflemen. As far back as the winter of 1812-13 Johnson had asked 

                   permission to form this unit, but Harrison had discouraged him. 

                   Secretary Armstrong, on the other hand, even though Congress had 

                   repealed the volunteer acts in January, had authorized its formation 

                   on 16 February 1813. Nominally, the Governor of Kentucky had 

                   the power to name the officers, but he followed Johnson’s suggestions. 

                   On the grounds that it was an illegal sort of force, and that the colonel 

                   had too much power, a faction in Kentucky had opposed the new 

                   regiment. Nevertheless, it had filled up with 1,200 men in a few weeks, 

                   it members described as ‘hardy, keen, daring and ruthless’, wore  

                   leather hunting frocks and trousers and bright head kerchiefs. Each 

                   was armed with a tomahawk, a scalping knife, and a rifle. Johnson  

                   trained them far beyond the level usually attained by citizen soldiers. 

                   Their tactics were unusual in America. 

 

                   “During it first months in service, Johnson’s regiment had made a 700  

                   mile circuit through the Indian country south of Lake Michigan. When 

                   it came back from this, ‘I was so ordered to proceed at once to Kaskashia.’ 

                    

                   “On the morning of 5 October, 1813, and ready for the battle, Johnson’s 

                   Regiment at once galloped forward and struck the British formation,  

                   which was totally unprepared for what hit it. In just a few minutes, 

                   the Kentuckians had ridden through the thin line, dismounted behind it, 

                   and opened fire with their rifles upon its rear. Caught between the 

                   two murderous fires, the British soldiers surrendered. But, the Indians, 

                   being protected by the swamp, continued to resist. Soon it became 

                   known among them that Tecumseh had been killed, and they too quit.” [89]  

 

      Other Endicotts served in the War of 1812 [90], but we have not connected them to the 

Thomas Endicott family. It is interesting to note that they served “from New Jersey”, so it is 

possible that they are related to the Thomas Endicott family that had migrated from New 

Jersey in 1763. 

______________________________ 

89 Mahon. John K. The War of 1812. (Gainesville: The University of Florida Press, 1972). 

181-185. 

90 Military records for Endicotts online. <www.rootsweb.com> downloaded 11 October 

2006. 

 
 

     

 

 

http://www.rootsweb.com/


 18 

 ENDICOTT, Benjamin   War of 1812      Private      3rd Regiment  NJ 

 

      

 ENDICOTT, Jacob        War of 1812  Private  3rd Regiment  NJ 

 

       

 ENDICOTT, John                 War of 1812          2nd Lieutenant  3
rd

 Regiment  NJ 

     

 ENDICOTT, Joseph                 War of 1812          1st Lieutenant  3
rd

 Regiment  NJ 

 

       

 ENDICOTT, Nicholas           War of 1812  Private  3rd Regiment  NJ 

     

 ENDICOTT, William           War of 1812  1st Sergeant  3rd Regiment  NJ 

 

   "Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kentucky - Soldiers of the War of 1812 

states that 64% of the Americans killed in the War of 1812 were Kentuckians. The rosters 

preserved in this volume represent those extant and available to the Adj. General in 1890/1, 

and since few lists have been discovered since this original report, this volume must stand as 

the primary source of data on soldiers from Kentucky in that war. When this book was done 

in 1890, the  legislature authorized a maximum of 350 copies to be printed - names of 

approximately 25,126 men who served from Kentucky”. [91] OUR ENDICOTT 

ANCESTORS WERE THERE. (Contributed by Bob Endicott)  

 

 

Detailed accounts of the Battle of Thames, in 

which our Endicotts fought, can be viewed at: 

www.multied.com/1812/Thames.html and 

www.publicbookshelf.com/public-htm/The 

Great-Republic-By-the-Master-Historians-

Vol_III/battleof_d.html 

 
 

 

 

Battle of Thames – October 5, 1813   
 

 

 

______________________________ 

91Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kentucky. Soldiers of the War of 1812.               
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.multied.com/1812/Thames.html
http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public-htm/The%20Great-Republic-By-the-Master-Historians-Vol_III/battleof_d.html
http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public-htm/The%20Great-Republic-By-the-Master-Historians-Vol_III/battleof_d.html
http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public-htm/The%20Great-Republic-By-the-Master-Historians-Vol_III/battleof_d.html
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From this map, it is interesting to note the location of 

Colonel Johnson’s regiment during the Battle of 

Thames. From its location, it is obvious that there is a 

clear line of sight from their location and the place 

where Tecumseh fell. With this in mind, it is likely that 

our Endicotts who served under Johnson with the 

Kentucky Mounted Riflemen, witnessed this historic 

event. 
 

After the War of 1812 was over and at 77, Thomas 

Endicott married Susanna Turner Young on October 4, 

1814. [92] They had one son, Absolum who was born on 

November 21, 1815 in Harrison County, KY. [93] It is 

possible that Thomas knew Susanna while he lived in 

Virginia and/or North Carolina. Susanna was from Virginia and her first husband was 

William Young by which they had one son, William, born in 1810. After her husband died, 

she moved to Kentucky where she married Thomas.  

 

    A court record exists in Harrison County and is dated August 11, 1815 regarding the 

division of land after the death of Memorial Forest, son-in-law of Thomas Endicott and 

husband of Nancy Endicott. Memorial had enlisted on September 10, 1814 in Lt. Col 

Andrew Porteras’ Kentucky Volunteer Militia in the War of 1812 and served as a Captain. 

He died while on active duty 21 days before his enlistment was up. Greshman Forest was 

appointed administrator of Memorial’s estate and Thomas Endicott, Sr. was appointed 

guardian of the children. It is not clear why Nancy, wife of Forest, was unable to care for the 

children she bore with her husband, Memorial Forest. Nancy died on March 26, 1858 in 

Jefferson County, Iowa. [94]  The court record from Harrison County states “the persons 

appointed by a former order of this court to divide 105 A. of land on Indian Creek between 

Thomas Endicott and the heirs of Memorial Forest, desc’d., this day returned their report and 

ordered to be recorded in the words and figures following (to wit) surveyed for Thomas 

Endicott and the heirs of Memorial Forest, desc’d., 83 acres of land, lying and being in the 

County of Harrison on the waters of Indian Creek and bounded as follows: Beginning at a 

locust post on the south side of the road near the school house known in the plat as the letter 

A running to hickory on the north side of the road at B, thence to a stake at C, in a field, 

thence to an ash and sugar tree at D, corner to Aaron Endicott’s in Tillett’s Lane thence to 

place of beginning, exclusive of one acre where on the meeting house stands.” [95] 

 

          Samuel Endicott, the 6th son of Thomas, was well known in Harrison County,  

Kentucky. 
______________________________ 

92 Nicholas County Marriage Index, County Clerk’s Office, Carlisle, Kentucky. 

93 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 36.  

94  Ibid. 34 

95 Memorial Forest Estate: Order Book C: 82-83. Court Clerk’s Office Cynthiana, Kentucky. 
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     Samuel was a lawyer and an educator. According to Mabel McCloskey [96], he qualified 

as an attorney in August, 1804. Also, McCloskey states that “Joseph Endecott of Woodford 

County and Samuel Endicott of Harrison County, Kentucky purchased from John and Sarah 

Williams and Daniel and Susan Preston lots 29 and 31 in the town of Versailles, Kentucky on 

April 5, 1809. Samuel later sold his share to John Jackson on March 24, 1816.” [97] 

 

     Samuel Endicott was the Superintendent of Harrison Academy. The Guardian of  Liberty  

published on August 19, 1818 carried this advertisement: Harrison Academy—“The new 

Academy which is large school commenced under the superintendency of Samuel Endicott, 

Esq., who has been chosen professor of English Grammar and Science……” By the order of 

the Board. [98] 

 

      McCloskey further states that “ Samuel lived in Woodford County from 1820 to 1824 as 

shown in the Tax lists. In the 1830 census he was living in Bourbon County (the 1820 census 

review shows Woodford County). He probably taught during these years. On August 13, 

1832 he became clerk of Harrison County and served until 1838.” [99] 

 

                            “Samuel Endicott, a distinguished classical teacher, 

                            swayed the scepter in the old building as early as 

                            1806. Endicott is described as a severe but most 

                            successful instructor. On one or two occasions 

                            dissatisfaction became so strong that he had to 

                            retire and practice his art elsewhere, but twice he 

                            was recalled by his friends, who chose to put up  

                            with his harshness for the sake of his thorough  

                            and excellent teaching. Thus he taught, not always 

                            in peace, but always with high reputation until 1831.” [100] 

 

      “In the following year, he was appointed County Clerk and so ceased to be reckoned 

among the pedagogues through his son, Thomas, attended to the duties of the Clerk’s Office 

so that his father, while clerk, still taught at intervals, but not in the Academy. As late as 

1834, it is remembered that he taught in the house occupying the site of the present Masonic 

Hall”. [101] 

______________________________ 

  96 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 38. 

  97 Ibid. 39. 

  98 Ibid. 

  99 Ibid. 

100 Ibid. 

101 Ibid. 
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     In 1838, he removed to Henderson, Kentucky and died there some years later [102] 

 

 
Samuel Endicott Gravesite – Cynthiana, KY 

(Courtesy of Ed Tracy, Jr.)  
 

The inscription reads: 

 

                     Samuel Endicott 

                          1775-1850 

       A Distinguished Classical Scholar 

            A Stern Effective Instructor 

                At Harrison Academy 

                        1806-1831       

                Harrison Academy 

                                                               First School in Cynthiana 

                                                    Was Built On These Grounds In 1798 

                                                                         Presented by  

                                                             Mrs. William C. Endicott 
 

     According to Mabel McFatridge McCloskey [103], she describes the two Joseph Endicotts 

(1796-1828) that were living near Thomas Endecott and family in the Indian Creek area. She 

indicates that this is evidenced by court and census records. Her rationale is as follows: 

 

    “ Joseph Endicott of Woodford County had his estate settled in 1828. 

 

    “Joseph Endicott of Nicholas County had his estate settled 1834-1839. He lived in North 

Carolina prior to coming to Kentucky. His first two children were born in North Carolina in 

1792 and 1795. His son, John, was born in 1797 in Kentucky. He had come to Kentucky 

almost 10 years after Thomas and his family. 

 

    “Thomas Endicott had a son, Joseph, who was named in his will dated October, 1827. The 

two Josephs (Woodford and Nicholas County), above, were living in October, 1817. Thomas 

also had a brother, Joseph.” 

 

    She further states, “We have taken Joseph of Woodford County, as the son of Thomas and 

Joseph of Nicholas County, as his nephew, son of Thomas’ brother Joseph born 1738 in New 

Jersey.” We believe that this Joseph could have been the brother (born in 1738) of Thomas 

and not his nephew. 

______________________________ 

102 Ibid. 

103 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 184. 
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       McCloskey presents more discussion and her evidence on these two Joseph Endicotts. 

 “ In 1801, Joseph Endicott of Nicholas County signed for the marriage of his sister, Enis 

(Eunice) Endicott to John Smith in Bourbon County. The only Joseph Endicott living in 

Bourbon County in 1801 was the Joseph who bought land in 1802 and had married Welmet”. 
[104]   
 

    “Joseph of Woodford County came to Kentucky in 1786. He appeared on the Kentucky 

Tax List of 1787 as did Moses and Aaron. Barzillai was added to the list in 1788. Joseph 

continued on the Woodford County tax list until his estate was settled in 1828.” [105] 

 

    To obtain a glimpse of what life was like in the Kentucky Frontier during the time that 

Thomas Endicott lived there with his family; some historical information has been extracted 

from the KET Foundation, Inc. Kentucky Story, A Teachers Guide. [106] 

    “Life in pioneer Kentucky was austere, rugged, and fatiguing--not for the delicate or faint-

hearted. Nevertheless, those willing and able to endure the hardships worked hard to convert 

the wilderness into a Garden of Eden. Land was cheap; timber was plentiful; the woods 

teemed with game; and life was relatively free from the confining laws and mores of eastern 

society. Families strove to become self-sufficient, yet freely shared their goods and energies 

with needy neighbors. The developing frontier molded a lifestyle which easterners made fun 

of but which nevertheless became an important part of the nation's history and folklore.  

    “The bulk of Kentucky's early residents were poor, land hungry settlers who came from 

western portions of Virginia, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, traveling in 

flatboats or wagons filled with essential tools, a minimum of household goods, and a few 

head of livestock. Possessing warrants (received for military service) that entitled them to a 

few hundred acres, or using squatters' sovereignty, they scattered across the wilderness and 

staked their claims along Kentucky's many streams and waterways. 

    “Survival depended on the immediate acquisition of shelter for man and beast. A lean-to or 

a cave sufficed until a cabin could be built. Once a site was selected and cleared, a more 

permanent abode was erected. The backwoods home, typically a one room log cabin, served 

as the hub of family life. A mud and stone fireplace dominated one wall of the cabin, 

providing illumination and heat to warm its inhabitants and a place to cook their food and 

over the fireplace hung a rifle and powder horn. Furnishings generally were sparse and 

crude--a few chairs or split log benches, perhaps a couple of tables made from logs, a 

bedstead or two (under which the axe and scythe were stored at night during Indian unrest), 

______________________________                                                                                      

104 Ibid. 105.                                                                                                                            

105 Ibid.                                                                                                                                    

106 KET Foundation, Inc. Kentucky Story, A Teacher’s Guide online. 

<www.cynthiana.com/ket3.htm> downloaded 2 December 2005  

 

 

http://www.cynthiana.com/ket3.htm
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a cradle, maybe a cup board or chest for storing bedding and clothing, a spinning wheel, and 

a loom. Kitchen utensils consisted of a few iron pots and skillets, tin or pewter plates (or 

perhaps wooden plates and cups made from gourds or tree knots), and wooden or tin spoons. 

The appearance of such luxuries as curtains, mirrors, bedspreads, rag rugs, and china dishes 

heralded the arrival of relative affluence. 

    “An awesome number of tasks were necessary to sustain the family, and the women--an 

overworked but ingenious lot--and the children performed most of them. They made candles 

and soap from animal fats, ground corn into meal, dried fruits and vegetables for winter, 

salted down meats, churned butter, made cheese, and fashioned the family's clothing from 

animal hides they tanned and from yarns they spun, dyed, and wove into cloth. They also 

carried water from the nearby stream, gathered firewood, stoked the hearth, cooked the 

meals, and cared for the family stock. The man of the family generally prepared the land for 

planting (using a mattock and axe to rid the virgin soil of roots and a scrub brush and a plow 

and hoe to cultivate the earth); the women and children usually attended and weeded the 

garden. The major crop was corn, but most families also had a truck patch planted in wheat, 

oats, beans, squash, turnips, potatoes, and melons. With a minimum of effort, Kentucky's 

fertile soil yielded sixty to eighty bushels of corn per acre. In addition to providing meal and 

liquor (which frontiersmen produced for their own consumption as well as to sell), the 

cornstalks provided fodder for the stock to eat during the winter. 

    “Although game and garden produce served as diet mainstays, other foodstuffs titillated 

pioneer palates. In the early spring, maple trees could be tapped for their sap, which boiled 

down into a thick, sweet syrup or a granular sugar. Honey was also available for those daring 

enough to brave the bees. Wild berries were gathered in the early summer and made into 

pies. Nuts and autumn fruits, such as wild grapes and crab apples, added a welcome change 

to the diet. 

    “During the early frontier years, a man's worth was measured not only by his skill with an 

axe but also by his accuracy with a rifle. The former was imperative in clearing the land and 

erecting buildings, but a family's safety and food supply depended on the latter. Because of 

its precision at a 200-300 yard range, the frontiersmen adopted the long-barreled, small-bored 

rifle developed in Pennsylvania and they elevated sharpshooting to an art unsurpassed by 

their contemporaries in the east. Each gun was designed carefully for the height of its owner, 

so that he could load and fire it and clear the barrel of carbon without ever taking his eyes off 

his target. A rifle, a gunpowder-filled buffalo horn, a pouch of lead bullets, greased doeskin 

patches, and a wooden ramrod were as much a part of the backwoods-man's garb as were his 

buckskin jacket and leather or woolen leggings. 

    “Although essential tasks left little time for frivolity, the Kentucky pioneers found 

occasions to combine work with play and to relieve the monotony and isolation that 

characterized their lives. Hunting contests provided an opportunity to exhibit marksmanship 

as well as to socialize. At a community squirrel hunt, men, boys and their dogs spent the day 

ridding the area of the rodents that played havoc with their gardens while, at the same time 

acquiring meat for a community feast. The team that lost the contest did the cooking. At such 

events, braggarts gloried in their real and imagined sporting skills. Some boasted they only 
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shot squirrels through the right (or left) eye, for the meat hit anywhere else caused 

indigestion; a few cocky nimrods claimed they preferred to "bark" squirrels (hitting the limb 

beneath the animal and killing it by impact without puncturing the pelt). 

    “Log rollings, quilting parties, and harvest-time corn huskings presented opportunities to 

boast about one's prowess, socialize with neighbors, and consume the host's whiskey. House 

raisings also supplied lively camaraderie. Large trees were felled, trimmed of limbs, and 

hauled to the cabin site. Some logs were notched to use for walls; others were split and 

hewed into smooth-faced puncheons for the floor or rough shingles for the clapboard roof. 

Assembling the cabin and making a few sticks of furniture for it could be done in one day. 

Then the builders put away their tools, and they and their families gathered for a house 

warming. The women contributed the food and brought gifts of home-made domestic items, 

including blankets, brooms, and candles. The men furnished jugs of whiskey and a deer or 

hog to barbecue. Following the sumptuous feast, a local fiddler began a vigorous, foot-

stomping reel. Dancing lasted all night or until the guests became too tired or too drunk to 

continue. Romantic and pugilistic endeavors increased in proportion to the liquor consumed, 

and the following day, numerous celebrants nursed hangovers, bloody noses, and fears about 

promises made during drink-induced passions. 

    “Despite the paucity of opportunities for courting, most young men married before their 

twentieth birthday; few girls remained single beyond eighteen. A wedding afforded a rare 

excuse to frolic. The ceremony, held at the home of the bride's parents, was brief. Out-fitted 

in a wedding dress she made of hand-woven white muslin or store-bought calico, the bride 

and her groom stood before the preacher, held hands, and recited their vows. Then, the 

celebration began! A feast--with every kind of frontier delicacy and plenty of whiskey--was 

followed by dancing. Although the guests reveled all night, the bride's friends put her to bed 

in the bridal chamber (usually the loft of her parents' cabin) about mid-evening; the groom's 

friends then tucked him in beside his new wife. A day or two later a house-raising or 

housewarming might be held to help the newlyweds build or furnish a home on land they 

received from their parents or purchased from a neighbor. 

    “Unfortunately, not all couples lived happily ever after. Frontier life was hard, and life 

expectancy was short. A host of infections, diseases, and accidents killed young and old 

alike. Many women died in childbirth, and less than half of all babies survived their first 

year. Desertions were commonplace, as disgruntled spouses (usually men, but occasionally 

women) disappeared, perhaps headed for a far western frontier. The prolonged absence of a 

husband was equal to divorce or death, and following a "delayed" funeral, eager suitors 

began to pay court. Few widows and widowers remained single for long. 

    “A variety of barbaric activities also entertained residents of the Old West. They enjoyed 

bear-baiting, dog fighting, gander-pulling, and fights with each other in which kicking, eye 

gouging, and biting off ears and noses was customary. In addition to this rough-and-tumble 

mayhem--which earned for them a reputation as ruffians, roarers, clods, and worse—

Kentuckians also excelled at storytelling. Combining their colorful language and ballooning 

imaginations, they horrified greenhorns and foreigners and amused each other with tales 

about Kentucky varmints and critters—sneaky catamounts, painters, and Vars that carried off 
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children, shifty 'coons and 'possums that outsmarted men, polecats that demanded (and 

generally got) respect, hoop snakes that killed trees with their horn-like stinger, and corn-

stealing squirrels that crossed the Ohio on shingles propelled by their tails. The center of 

frontier lore, however, revolved around Kentucky rivermen, who, it was claimed, were half-

alligator and could "jump higher, squat lower, dive deeper, stay down longer, and come up 

dryer" than anyone else. Despite the riproaring nature of many frontiersmen, some civilizing 

influences appeared in the infantile West. The first schools were taught in Harrodsburg, 

McAfee Station, and other early forts and population centers. Transylvania, the first college 

west of the mountains, opened in Lexington in 1785. Although the 1792 constitution did not 

provide for a public school system, the second legislature chartered private academies in 

Fayette, Jessamine, and Mason counties and encouraged the creation of other schools. But 

public education did not flourish in antebellum Kentucky beyond the larger cities; schooling 

in the hinterland remained a private affair, dispensed by parents or by a schoolmaster to 

whom meager tuition was paid for his services. A few wealthy landowners sent their sons to 

school in the East. 

    “Church membership also grew, but slowly, on the frontier. Visitors to the West observed 

that many Kentuckians used Sunday as a day of rest from weekly labors but not from 

sporting events and other worldly matters. Despite a large number of churchmen who crossed 

the mountains to save the sinful frontiersmen, less than one-third of Kentucky residents 

belonged to any religious denomination when it became a state. Starting in 1800, however, 

the state experienced a "Great Revival," a religious awakening that spread from Logan 

County in the southwest to Bourbon County in the east. Wretched back-woodsmen flocked to 

camp meetings to be saved, and zealous ministers preached lengthy sermons about the evils 

of dancing, drinking, gambling, fighting, and other frontier pleasures. Excited to an 

emotional ecstasy by the preachers' exhortations and invectives, a few of the revival 

attendants experienced bizarre physical reactions--hysterical crying, uncontrolled jerking, 

joyful singing--and a few collapsed in a catatonic state. Many of the attendants were poorly 

educated youths whose faith was invigorated or whose latent beliefs were awakened by the 

evangelistic brand of religion. The revival answered the spiritual needs of the mobile 

population and recruited thousands into active membership in the Baptist and Methodist 

churches. 

    “Although frontier conditions disappeared from some areas of the state during the first two 

decades of the 19th century, they continued in others through the antebellum period. 

Nevertheless, as new lands opened and as the pressures of civilization became stronger, 

many of those early settlers who helped tame the Kentucky wilderness and who gave the 

backwoods its unique flavor, sold their small farms and moved westward to conquer new 

territory and find new fortunes.” 
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The Migration of 44 to the Indiana Territory - Descendants of Governor John 

Endecott of Massachusetts Were Leaders of Migration From Kentucky to 

Cynthiana, Posey County, Indiana 

 
With the conclusion of the War of 1812, the Endicotts in Harrison 

County had not forgotten the stories brought back by Thomas 

Endicott about the land in Indiana.  On September 1, 1815 seven 

Endicott’s of the 7
th

 and 8
th

 generations along with the Jacquess-

Frazier-Casey families formed a company of Kentucky families 

from the vicinity of Cynthiana, Kentucky and moved to Posey 

County in the far Southwest corner of the state.  “It was on the first 

day of September, 1815 that Joseph Endicott, eldest son of Moses 

Endicott and grandson of Thomas Endicott, left Harrison County, 

Kentucky for Posey County, Indiana.  The colony of forty-four persons of which he was a 

member divided into two companies, a part of the men traveling by land with horses, 

wagons, and cattle.  The women and children, with men enough to man the boats, embarked 

at Augusta, Kentucky and traveled by the Ohio River, landing at Diamond Island, now 

known as West Franklin, from which point the journey was continued by land.  It was not 

until September 25 that they arrived in Posey County.” [107] Along with Joseph were his wife 

and five small sons. Later, two more sons of Moses, Jesse James and John A. Endicott, came 

to Posey County. Nancy Endicott Forrest and her children came with them. 

 

    The Pioneer Winters published in the Evansville, Indiana Courier in 1932 [108] 

 wrote: 

                     “In the early years of the nineteenth century pioneers were  

                     cutting their homes out of the wilderness. First they cut  

                     down enough trees to build a little cabin. The best logs  

                     went into the building. The next were cut for the fireplace,  

                     the brush piled to use as fencing. Quick growing vegetables  

                     were planted in the dooryard, then more trees were cut down  

                     and wheat and corn sown among the stumps. It took three  

                     years to get anything like such a cleared field as we expect  

                     to sow in grain today. There were bears and Indians. Father 

                     sometimes had to go on snowshoes thirty miles for a few 

                     pounds of corn meal. When he came the children were so 

                     hungry that as the first crust formed on the paste of meal 

                     and water spread on a board in the fireplace, mother cut it 

                     off for them to eat before the bread was done. Snow came 

______________________________ 

107 Harrison, Eugene. The Mass Migration from Cynthiana, Kentucky and the Founding of 

Cynthiana, Indiana. Privately Printed, n.d.   

108 McLaughlin. The Endicott Family. 32. 
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                         through the chinks in the logs. Keeping the fire up was  

                     practically a life job in itself. The wolf, literally, howled at 

                     the door.” 
 

Another and Final Migration 
   

    After the arduous labor of clearing land on the North Carolina-Virginia border, and later in 

Kentucky, one would suppose that the adventurous spirit of Thomas Endecott should have 

been satisfied. But true to the Endicott tradition, he could not resist the lure of the 

unconquered forest. [109] 

 

    Thomas Endicott at age 80 migrated to Posey County, IN ca. 1817 with his new family -- 

Susanna Turner Young Endicott and their infant son Absolum Turner Endicott. He settled 

near his descendants that had preceded him in the migration towards and near the Wabash 

River. This had included his son Aaron and grandsons Joseph Endicott, Jesse Endicott and 

John A. Endicott, all sons of Moses. 

 

                             “The Indiana Territory was an almost unbroken  

                             wilderness. Game was abundant. Venison and wild  

                             turkey was common articles on the daily menu. Bears,  

                             panthers, and wolves added to the daily hazards of life 

                             not to mention the prowling Indians. The flaming plumage 

                             of pheasant and parrotquet brightened the dark green of  

                             the forest; the sweeping eagle menaced the safety of the  

                             flocks.” [110]  

 

     Judge Max Endicott has stated that “At the age of 80 he (Thomas Endicott) sold his 

possessions in Kentucky and with his wife Susannah Turner Young (a widow whom he 

married Oct. 4, 1814 in Kentucky after the death of Sarah) and their small son, Absolam 

Turner, removed to Posey County, Indiana. In March, 1831 he died at his farm home, one 

and one-half miles south of Cynthiana at the age of 94." [111] At the age of 80 and his birth 

date March 27, 1737 indicates 1817 as the likely date for him to "remove to Posey Co., 

Indiana."  Joseph filed deeds in 1816, and I now suspect that Thomas filed sometime in 1817, 

or later. (Contributed by Bob Endicott)  

 

    Since the Endicotts in Posey County were major land owners, it is prudent to examine 

some of these land holdings. A review and analysis of these Endicott lands will indicate close 

proximities among the Endicotts as a family group. These known land holdings have been 

plotted on a township rectangular grid system with a topographic map overlay  

showing, in addition to the land ownerships, the geographical features in and around 

______________________________ 

109 Cynthiana, Indiana – Journey’s End of An American Pioneer Trail. 1817-1967. 

Cynthiana Sesquicentennial Committee. 4. 

110 Ibid. 

111 Endicott, Max. A Sketch of Crossville, Illinois in the Early Part of the Twentieth Century. 

(Carmi, Illinois: White County Historical Society, 1989). 
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Robb and Smith Townships, Posey County, Indiana. This makes it feasible to locate the 

Endicott land holdings in the 1800s and to see for oneself where our Endicott ancestors 

lived during this pioneer period in Indiana Territory and later statehood. These lands will be 

reviewed in chronological order along with other events of our Endicotts. 

 

    The Endicotts had settled in now Robb and Smith Townships, Posey County. Thomas was 

not part of the Migration of the 44 [112] who left the Cynthiana, Kentucky area in 1815 

migrated into Indiana and founded Cynthiana, Indiana. Joseph Endicott, son of Moses was in 

this group of Kentucky families along with his wife and five small sons and daughters. Also 

included in this group of 44 pioneers were two more of Moses’ sons Jesse J. Endicott and 

John A. Endicott. They were accompanied by Nancy Endicott Forest and her children. [113]  

 

Later Years and His Final Call 

 
         One of the more challenging research efforts was to determine and document the 

original land records of Thomas Endicott. This would help us more closely place his time of 

arrival in Posey County, Indiana. Extensive research was conducted in Posey County and 

adjacent counties. Finally, research was done in the Indiana State Archives in Indianapolis to 

partially resolve this mystery. A summary of this research is that the land of Thomas Endicott 

was originally owned by Benjamin Forest (Forester). Benjamin had originally purchased this 

land (80 acres) on March 9, 1830. [114]  Furthermore and of particular interest is that on 

September 18, 1957, the Bureau of Land Management issued a Certificate of Register to 

Thomas Endicott, 127 years after the death of Thomas. This Certificate was for the Land 

Office of Vincennes and as an assignee of Heindon Meadows who had purchased the land on 

February 14, 1818. [115] The patent for Thomas Endicott should have been issued April 7, 

1825 which means that he (Thomas) must have finished paying for the land between 1818-

1825. Apparently the patent either was never issued or was lost. This assignment is not listed 

in the Posey County, Indiana Index or General Index. This is more likely the original land of 

Thomas Endicott. It is possible that Thomas was a “squatter” when he first arrived in Posey 

County. 

 
        Thomas Endicott had originally purchased his land in the Indiana Territory described as 

west 1/2 of the southwest quarter of section twenty-one in township 4, south of range 12 west 

in the "District of Lands at Vincennes”. [116] This indicates the early deed record book at 

Vincennes, which has records  before 1811. (Contributed by Bob Endicott) 

______________________________ 

112 Harrison. The Mass Migration from Cynthiana, Kentucky and the Founding of Cynthiana, 

Indiana. n. p. 

113  Ibid. 

114 Benjamin Forest land deed. Indiana State Archives. Indianapolis. 

115 Thomas Endicott land patent. Certificate of Register No. 1884, Bureau of Land 

Management online <www.blm.org> downloaded 15 August 2006. 

116 Thomas Endicott land. (e-mail Bob Endicott 28 January 2005). 
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      In 1819, Thomas Endicott, with seven others, signed for a mill. [117]  This mill was 

located on Caney Creek in the SW ½ of Section 34, Township 4, Range 12 West in Posey 

County, Indiana. 
 

     A review of the 1820 Census Index for Posey County, Indiana [118] reveals what Endicotts 

were there by this time and in what counties they resided. A summary of our Endicotts 

during this census shows: 

 

Endicut, Aaron –  Posey  314A - Son of Thomas Endicott 

Endicut, Jesse -    Posey  314A – Son of Moses Endicott, Grandson of Thomas Endicott 

Endicut, John H. –Posey 314A - ____________________ 

Endicut, Joseph -  Posey 314A  - Son of Moses Endicott, Grandson of Thomas Endicott 

Endicut, Thos Sr.–Posey 314A  - The Pioneer Patriarch 

 

     In addition, a review of the 1820 census for Harrison, Nicholas, Henry and Woodford 

Counties, KY  [119] shows those Endicotts who at this time had not migrated into the Indiana 

Territory.  

 

Endicott,  

    James              Harrison    209      Son of Moses Endicott, the Patriot – Grandson of   

                                                         Thomas Endicott 

    John                Harrison    218      Son of Thomas Endicott 

    John                Harrison    219      ___________________ 

    Joseph             Nicholas   104      Son of Joseph Endicott b. 1738 

    Lewis              Henry        259     ___________________ 

    Mary               Harrison    211     Wife of William Endicott, son of Thomas Endicott 

    Moses             Harrison    209     Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Moses, Jr.       Harrison    209      Son of Moses Endicott 

    Thomas          Harrison    211       Jr., Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Wm.               Henry        260      ___________________ 

    Joseph            Woodford  120A  Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Samuel           Woodford  120A  Son of Thomas Endicott  

 

     Also see the Thomas Endicott Family Group Record on page 42-43. 

 

    Thomas Endicott, now 90 years old, began to settle his personal affairs and his land 

holdings. After a long, adventurous, arduous and fruitful life, he began to see that the  

______________________________  

117 Cox, Carroll O. and Gloria M. Posey County Documented History, 1815-1900. Vol. II. 

90. 

118 1820 census Posey County, Indiana. National Archives micropublication M33, roll 13. 

119 1820 census Kentucky. National Archives micropublication M33, rolls 23, 20, 22, 29. 
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time was near. His Will was prepared and executed on October 23, 1827 and probated on 

March 1, 1831. [120]   

 
                  In the name of God, Amen. I, Thomas Endicott, Senior,  

                   of  the County of Posey, and State of Indiana, being very  

                   old and infirm of  body, but of perfect mind and sound  

                   memory, thanks be given to God, calling into mind the  

                   mortality of my body, and knowing that it is appointed  

                   for all men once to die, do make and ordain this my Last  

                  Will and Testament, that is to say 

 
                 Principally and first of all I give and recommend my Soul 

                  To God Almighty that gave it and my body I recommend to 

                   the grave, to be buried in a decent Christian burial at the  

                  discretion of friends, nothing doubting but at the General  

                 Resurrection I shall receive the same again by the power of 

                 God Almighty. 

 
                And touching my Worldly estate wherewith it has pleased  

                 God to bless as with in this life I give and dispose of same 

                  in the following manner –  

 

                I bequeath to my wife, Susana, one third of my personal estate, 

                to be chosen by her at the valuation of appraisement, of any 

                kind of property she may see proper to select, so as not to exceed 

                one third of the valuation, the balance to be sold on a credit to  

                the best advantage. 

 

               Wish my sons, Moses, Joseph, Aaron, Thomas, Samuel, John  

               and my daughter, Nancy, to have fifty cents each, and my son  

              William’s heirs to have fifty cents to be divided between them,  

                 and no more, seeing I have heretofore given to each of them their  

               portions, respectively 

               

               The balance of all money arising from said sale and whatever  

               monies may be me, I wish converted to the sole use and benefit  

               of my little Absolam Turner Endecott, by pulling the same at 

               interest  until he arrives  at age twenty-one, and also paying  

               out so much money as may be necessary for his schooling, 

               including books  and papers.  

 
              I also give extra to my little son, Absolam T. Endecott, my large  

               family Bible. 

 

               I next earnestly recommend him to be placed in the care and control 

               of my son, Aaron Endecott, hoping that no interference in this last 

______________________________ 

120 Thomas Endicott will (1827), Posey County Will Book A: 94-96, Circuit Court’s Office, 

Mt. Vernon, Indiana. 
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             wish of mine will take place – for him to raise and educate in any 

             degree of education that he and Joseph Wasson, my Executor, my  

            determine on by having concurrent jurisdiction each.               

            My land and its appurtenances I wish my wife, Susana, to have one- 

            third during her natural life for the purpose of her maintenance,  

            the balance to be rented or leased as my executor may deem most 

            beneficial for my little son, Absolam, and at the death of my wife, 

            Susana, the whole of my land and its appurtenances in every tract 

            and parcel to belong to the said Absolam, the right whereof is fully  

            invested. 

 

            Joseph Wasson, I do appoint, likewise constitute, make and ordain 

            my executor of this my Last Will and Testament. 

 
           I do hereby revoke and disannull all and every other former will, 

            testament, legacy and bequest. 

 

           Lastly, this and no other do I confirm as my Last Will and  

          Testament. 

 

           In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my  

           seal this October in the year of our Lord 1827. 

 

           In the presence of us signed and sealed. 

 

          In addition to the above, if my little son Absolam should have no 

          issue and should die previous to his arriving at the age of twenty- 

          one, then the bequests herein named for him I wish to go to my 

          daughter Nancy and her heirs. 

                

         With this I close, and do by these presents confirm this and all  

         matters and things herein contained, wishing them each and every 

         of them to go into effect, therefore I set my name and affix my seal  

         this twenty-third of October one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 

         seven.                     

 

        Interlined before signed in the presents of us present. 

        Thomas Endicott     (Seal) 

        J. C. Doom 

       Benjamin Carter 

       Recorded March first 1831       W. E. Stewart, Clerk, Posey County  

        

      This Last Will and Testament of Thomas Endicott does present some interesting 

questions and observations. Namely, 

        

      1. Thomas Endicott, as previously discussed, had provided for his children with the 

marriage of his first wife Sarah Welch. This was demonstrated by his land transactions 

to his sons in Kentucky and prior to his final migration to the Indiana Territory. 

 



 32 

      2. Susannah Endicott was approximately 55 years old at the time of Thomas death. Why 

do you suppose he only left her with only one-third of his estate?  The second Northwest 

Ordinance in 1787 specifically provided that if a land holder died intestate (having made no 

valid will), his widow would receive one-third of the land (in fee simple) and the remainder 

would descend to his children in equal proportions. This was not the case of our Thomas 

Endicott as he had a valid will. Thomas Endicott was 39 years senior to his second wife, 

Susannah Turner Young Endicott. 

 

      3. Why did Thomas Endicott leave the care of his young son Absolam, who was age 16 at 

the time of Thomas’ death, to the care of Aaron Endicott? Was something wrong with 

Susanna? Was there an illness? Were there problems in the Endicott family for Thomas to 

have made the statement “hoping that no interference in this last wish of mine will take 

place”? 

 

     4. Aaron Endicott died January 4, 1831 [121]  before his father. Who then was in the care 

of young Absolam T. Endicott since Thomas has stated at the time of his death 

the provision for caring for Absolam? This question will remain a mystery. 

 

   5. It is interesting to note that Thomas specifically provided for the education of his son 

Absolam. 

 

The will [122] of Thomas Endicott provides more clues into his family. An extracted portion 

states "Grant unto the aforesaid Absolam T. Endicott certain tract or parcel of land or being 

the same that I live on & bounded as following: at a stone which is the corner stone for 

Samuel McReynolds, John A Endicott, & John H. Endicott, hence East eighty poles thence 

north one hundred poles to the beginning the same being more ……Absolam T. Endicott to 

have and to hold agreeable to the annexed provisions".  [123] 

 

     A review of the 1830 US Census for Indiana [124, 125,] shows the following Endicotts 

were living there. 

 

Endicott 

    Aaron              Posey               198   Robb          - Son of Moses Endicott, Grandson of  

                                                                                  Thomas Endicott 

    Henry              Posey               192   Robb Twp  - Son of Joseph and Rebecca Endicott 

    James              Posey               198   Robb          - _____________________________ 

    James H.         Montgomery    012   No Twp L  - _____________________________ 

    James Darius  Henry               ___   ________  -  _____________________________   

                                                                                    
______________________________ 

121 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 28. 

122 Thomas Endicott will (1827). 

123 Ibid. 

124 Jackson, Ronald Vern, Teeples, Gary Ronald, Schaefermeyer, David, Editors. Indiana 

1830 Index Census. (Bountiful, UT: Accelerated Indexing Systems, Inc.).  

125 1830 US census Indiana. National Archives micropublication M19, rolls 29, 30, 31. 
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    John                Montgomery    022   No Twp L  - _____________________________ 

    John A.           Posey               199   Robb          - Son of Moses Endicott, Grandson of   

                                                                                  Thomas Endicott 

    John H.           Posey               197   Robb          - _____________________________ 

    Joseph             Posey              187   Harmony    - _____________________________ 

    Joseph             Posey              191   Robb Twp  - Son of Moses Endicott, Grandson of  

                                                                                  Thomas Endecott 

    Moses             Posey               190   Robb         -  Son of Joseph and Rebecca Endicott 

    Thomas           Posey              199   Robb          - The Pioneer Patriarch   

    Westley (Indicutt) Gibson      316      -              - _____________________________ 

    William           Posey              190   Robb Twp - Son of Joseph and Rebecca Endicott 

    William           Montgomery   017   No Twp L - _____________________________ 

    William           Clinton            051   No Twp L - _____________________________ 

 

    In the meantime, and remaining in Kentucky during the 1830 Census [126] were: 

 

    Endicott, Moses      Harrison     175     Eastern      - __________________________ 

    Endicott, Moses      Bourbon     301     No Twp L - Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Endicott, Thomas    Harrison     ___    Eastern   Jr.- Son of Thomas Endicott, Sr. 

    Endicott, John         Harrison     167    Cynthiana Twp - _______________________ 

    Endicott, Mary        Harrison     174    Eastern (It is believed that Eastern refers to the  

                                                                 Indian Creek area of Harrison County) –  

                                                                Wife of William Endicott 

    Endicott, Moses, Jr.Harrison     192    Eastern         - Son of Moses Endicott  

    Endicott, William   Bourbon     301    No Twp L     - _________________________ 

    Endicott, Samuel     Bourbon     311    Millersburg   - _________________________ 

    Endicott, Joseph      Nicholas    193    Carlisle Twp -  Son of Joseph Endicott b. 1738,   

                                                                                        Nephew of Thomas Endicott 

    

    On January 31, 1831 Thomas Endicott died [127] among his family and friends on the 

farm. The Pioneer Patriarch had answered his final call.  
 

    The exact location of the burial of Thomas Endicott is not known due to a missing grave 

marker. We are confident from our research that he is buried at the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery on 

Cleveland Road, but the exact resting place is still a mystery. However, there are several 

strong clues that can lead us to exercise some deduction to determine the most plausible 

burial site. These clues are provided for in the accounting of various histories, records and 

onsite research in Posey County, Indiana. This research included: 

 

    1.  Posey County History 175
th

 History 1814-1989  

 

    And, "Note: Thomas Endicott and wife, Susan, lie buried in the southeast corner of the Mt. 

Pleasant Cemetery five miles east of Poseyville. Writer Note: Tombstones were still  

______________________________ 

126 1830 US census Kentucky. National Archives micropublication M19, rolls 37, 33, 40. 

127 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 23.   
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in place and legible in the mid – 1920’s. Susan Lada Lamb Couchant” [128] 
 

    2. History of Posey County, Goodspeed [129] 

 

    3. Cox Collection.   

 

“In Smith Township in the Mt. Pleasant graveyard are the graves of Thomas Endicott, Sr., 

and Susan Turner Young, his second wife. He had a stone at the time that was readable. At 

the present time only his name is legible.” [130] 

 

4. McLaughlin, Mabel Nisbet, The Endicott Family. [131] 

 

        There is no mention in the research of Mabel McLaughlin on the burial of Thomas 

Endicott   
 

    5. Cox, Gloria M. “Into This Fruitful Valley”. Revised Edition.  

 

        “Thomas Endicott, Sr. and Susanah Turner Young are both buried in Posey County but 

the exact location is unknown. There are three likely spots – Old Cynthiana, Mt. Pleasant, or 

on the farm where they lived.” [132] 

  

    In addition, a further analysis of some known facts and occurrences led us to the close 

proximity of the burial site of Thomas Endicott at the Mount Pleasant Cemetery located on 

Cleveland Road, 4 ½ miles east of Poseyville, Indiana. 

 

         1.   Context of Will of Thomas Endicott – “and my body I recommend to 

         the grave, to be buried in a decent Christian burial at the  discretion of friends” 

                

                It was concluded early on in the research of the burial site that Thomas Endicott   

                was buried in a designated cemetery on or near the Endicott farm. The location   

                of the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery is in Section 21, Township 4, Range 12 adjacent  

                to the location of the Thomas Endicott farm. The Cemetery is within view of  

                the old Endicott farm.   
 

         2.  Context of Endicott land ownership in Smith Township, Posey County and  

Cynthiana in relationship to the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. 

 

As all known Endicott land was researched at the Posey County Courthouse 

and as previously presented, this land was plotted on a rectangular grid  

    ______________________________ 

128 Cox Collection. Cemetery Records 1814-1979, Posey County, Indiana.  

129 Goodspeed. History of Posey County, Indiana. (Chicago: Goodspeed Printing Company, 

1986).    

130 Cox Collection. Cemetery Records 1814-1979, Posey County, Indiana.  

131 McLaughlin, Mabel Nisbet, The Endicott Family.  

132 Cox, Gloria M. Into This Fruitful Valley.. Revised Edition. (Owensboro, Kentucky: 

Cook-McDowell Publications, Inc., n.d.). 15. 
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township map showing all of the topographic features in the immediate area 

including the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. This also led us to the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. 

 

3.  The burial of the Youngs at the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery and the Young family 

associations to the Endicotts.  

 

     During research at the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, several Youngs were discovered   

     buried there. A total of 23 Youngs were inventoried. It is not clear what   

     their family relationship might be to Susanna Turner Young Endicott, the second  

     wife of Thomas Endicott.     

 

              In this vicinity of the Youngs buried at the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, there is a    

              small stone marked “Susan wife of ______”. This part of the stone has been set  

              in concrete some time ago. We believe this could be Susanna, wife of Thomas.  

              In June, 2006 while visiting again the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, it was noted that  

              this stone for Susan has been broken. It is also believed that this stone had been  

              tampered with in an attempt to remove it for further investigation to determine if  

              any other inscriptions are legible. 

 

4.  Southeast corner of the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery in the early-mid 1920’s. 

 

As discovered in some of the historical references cited above, it appears logical  

that in the early-mid 1920’s the southeast corner was indeed the “back” southeast 

corner of the cemetery “at that time” as the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery is an active 

cemetery and has grown considerably over the years with the additions of both new 

land and new gravesites. The conditions of the stones also lead to this hypothesis. 

 

5. Probing and divining rod techniques on suspected unmarked graves. 

       

              While there is no stone today at the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery for Thomas  

              Endicott, the location of the Youngs and their possible family associations to  

              Thomas Endicott and Susannah Young, his second wife, there are what appear  

              to be several unmarked grave sites in the immediate location of the Youngs. 

              Divining rod techniques could discover three important factors in a possible burial   

              of these questionable plots. 

 

 Determine if a burial is in fact located at these questionable locations. 

 Determine if it is a male or a female burial. 

 Determine if the burial is an adult or a child. 
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6.  Vandalism at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery 

 

It is known that in the 1960s some serious vandalism occurred at the Mt. Pleasant 

Cemetery. Significant damage was done including the destruction of many old 

stones. The results of this vandalism were that the stones were eventually thrown in 

the wood line and/or thrown in the old cistern that had serviced the church that once 

stood at this location. The location of the cistern has been discovered. It is 

understood that the old stones have been buried with bricks from the old church 

after it burned. There are no known church records that survived the church fire. 

 

7.  The “dig” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

It would seem prudent to obtain the cooperation and support 

of the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Board to conduct a “dig” in the 

cistern to determine what stones are buried there and to 

attempt to historically preserve any parts or whole stones that 

might have survived the vandalism and the disregard for any 

attempt to reconstruct the damage of the stones. Likewise, the 

adjacent area of the cemetery where there was once the land 

fill from the church is another likely candidate for the 

discovery of legible and salvageable stones from the Mt. 

Pleasant Cemetery. 
 

Ed Tracy, Jr. (Texas) and Gordon S. Harmon (Missouri) at the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery (January, 2005) 

(Photograph Courtesy of Allen Wiggins) 

 

     After further map research, the 4.1 acres of the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Association is on 

the West edge of Section 27 in Smith Township which joins Sections 21, 22 and 28 in the 

township. Section 27 also checks out with 

four acres for a church and cemetery on the 

west edge of this section in Smith 

Township with the Posey County Plat 

Directory from the Farm Bureau. 

(Contributed by Bob Endicott) Knowing 

the exact location of the Thomas Endicott 

land and the location of the Mt. Pleaseant 

Cemetery, the Cemetery could be 

considered as containing the “family plot”. 
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Moses Endecott Estate Deed [133] 

(Courtesy of Jo Henry) 

 

Moses Endicott, the Minuteman, was the first son of Thomas 

Endicott. He died in Harrison County, Kentucky on May 8, 1834 

[134] only one month after he had remarried to Wilmont Nation 

Endicott. She was the widow of Joseph Endicott b. 1775 and of 

Nicholas County, KY. Moses had remained in Kentucky while his 

father and two brothers, Aaron and Absolum and his sister Nancy 

had migrated to Posey County, Indiana. While Moses did not leave 

a will, he did have an estate deed which contains a wealth of 

genealogical information on his family.    

 

The Thomas Endicott Legacy Lives On - The Endicotts Continue in Posey 

and Clinton Counties in Indiana 

 
    On into 1840, while Thomas Endicott was no longer among his friends, family and 

neighbors, the Endicotts continued to flourish in Posey County, Indiana and a few other 

counties. This is demonstrated in the 1840 Posey County census. [135] 

 

Endicott 

    Joseph, Jr.       Posey     599  - Son of Moses Endicott, The Minuteman 

    Absalom         Posey     593  - Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Brazilla           Park       360  - Son of Thomas Endicott 

    Franklin          Posey     569 - _________________________________ 

    Hannah           Clinton   724 -_________________________________ 

    Harvy ?           Posey     599 - _________________________________ 

    Helmet            Posey     623 - Wilmet Nation Endicott (Widow, first of Joseph  

                                                    Endicott of Nicholas County and second of Moses  

                                                    Endicott, the Minuteman). In the fall of 1834, she  

                                                    removed to Montgomery County, Indiana and  

                                                    about three years later removed to Posey County. [136] 

    James              Posey     599 - Son of Joseph Endicott and Rebecca Casey 

    James              Posey     613 - _________________________________ 

    John                Posey     593 - _________________________________ 

    John                Posey     623 - _________________________________ 

    John A.           Posey     613 - Son of Moses Endicott, Grandson of Thomas Endicott 

______________________________ 

133 Harrison County Deed Book H: 432 Harrison County Clerk’s Office, Cynthiana, 

Kentucky. 

134 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 23 

135 Index 1840 Federal Population census, Indiana compiled by Genealogy Division, Indiana 

State Library. Bicentennial Publication of the Genealogy Section of the Indiana Historical 

Society, 1975. 102. 

136 Cox. Into This Fruitful Valley. 19  
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    John A.           Posey     619 - _________________________________ 

    Joseph             Clinton  722 -  ________________________________ 

    Joseph             Posey     599 - Son of Joseph Endicott and Rebecca Casey 

    Joseph, Sr.      Posey     599 - Son of Moses Endicott, the Minuteman and Grandson of   

                                                    Thomas Endicott 

    Moses             Posey     561 - ________________________________ 

    Moses             Posey     623 - ________________________________ 

    Saml               Posey     623 - Son of Moses Endicott, the Minuteman and Grandson of  

                                                  Thomas Endicott 

    William          Posey     593 - ________________________________ 

    William          Posey     599 - ________________________________ 

    William          Posey     607 - ________________________________ 

 

Endicut 

    Westly           Gibson        8 -________________________________ 

  

     And, as we have shown in the previous census of those Endicotts who had remained in 

Kentucky, we find in 1840: [137] 

 

Endicot, A.           Bourbon    336    No Twp L -____________________ 

Endicott, Moses   Harrison    152    Cynthiana -____________________ 

 

     During the Indiana 1850 census [138], several Endicotts continued to live primarily in 

Posey County and a few other Endicotts were residing in other counties of Indiana. 

 

Endicott, Aaron T.       Posey   306   Smith Twp - __________________ 

Endicott, Absolem       Posey   304   Smith Twp -  Son of Thomas Endicott 

Endicott, Andrew        Posey   281   Robb Twp - ___________________ 

Endicott, Anna            Rush    408   47
th

 Dist - _____________________ 

Endicott, David A.      _________________ - _____________________ 

Endicott, George F.     Posey  288   Robb Twp - ___________________ 

Endicott, Henry C.      Posey   297    Smith Twp - Son of Joseph Endicott and Rebecca  

                                                                                Casey and Great grandson of Thomas  

                                                                                Endicott 

Endicott, James           Posey   297   Smith Twp - __________________ 

Endicott, James           Posey   269   Harmony - ___________________ 

Endicott, James           Montgomery Franklin - ____________________ 

Endicott, John             Posey   263   Harmony - ____________________ 

Endicott, John H.        Posey   306   Smith Twp - __________________ 

Endicott, Jonathan      Tipton  280   Jefferson - ____________________ 

Endicott, Joseph          Posey  276   Harmony - ____________________ 

Endicott, Joseph Jr.     Posey  288   Robb -         Son of Joseph Endicott and Rebecca  

                                                                             Casey 

______________________________ 

137 1840 U. S. census Kentucky. National Archives micropublication M432.. 

138 1850 U. S. census Indiana. National Archives micropublication M431, rolls 166, 176.   
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Endicott, Joseph N.     Posey  258   Harmony –   Son of Joseph Endicott and Wilmont  

                                                                             Nation Endicott and Great Nephew of  

                                                                             Thomas Endicott 

Endicott, Joseph Sr.     Posey 298   Robb –         Son of Moses Endicott, the Minuteman  

                                                                             and Grandson of Thomas Endicott 

Endicott, Martha Ann  Posey 297   Smith Twp - ___________________ 

Endicott, Willy            Posey 292   Robb -          ___________________ 

Endicott, Moses           Posey 293   Robb Twp - ___________________ 

Endicott, Moses           Posey 272   Harmony -   ___________________ 

Endicott, Moses           __________________ - ___________________ 

Endicott, Orvis            Posey 258  Harmony -   ___________________ 

Endicott, Samuel         Posey 263  Harmony -  ____________________ 

Endicott, Samuel         Posey 263  Harmony - ____________________ 

Endicott, Thomas H.   Posey 306  Smith Twp - ___________________ 

Endicott, Thomas S.    Posey 290  Robb Twp - ___________________ 

Endicott, William       Posey  290  Robb Twp - ___________________ 

Endicott, William       Posey  258  Harmony - ____________________ 

Endicott, William F.   Posey  263  Harmony - ____________________ 

Endicott, Wilmont      Posey  ___  Harmony –   Wife of  (1) Joseph Endicott b. 1775 of  

                                                                             Nicholas County, KY and (2) Moses 

                                                                             Endicott, the Minuteman 

 

                    “By 1850, every settler in the area was kin to the other settlers  

                   through marriage. For example, three Endicotts had married Nesbits. 

                   Four Endicotts had married into the Calvert family. The Kinships 

                   had increased until in the 1980s three out of four people living in 

                   Northwestern Vandenburg, Southeast Gibson County, and in Posey  

                   County Robb-Smith Townships had one or more common ancestors.” [139] 

 

    In the Cox’s Collection, Posey County Cemeteries 1814-1976, the index shows sixty-nine 

Endicotts buried in Posey County. [140] 

 

    Absolum Endicott was preparing to move west into Illinois by selling the Endicott farm 

that he had inherited from his father, Thomas Endecott. 

 

    Terraserver [141] provides a good research finding tool. It is a satellite aerial photographic 

service that can be used to zoom in on all the geographic features of the location being 

researched. In this case, we can view all of the Endicott land, the Mt. Pleasant and Endicott 

Cemeteries using the “up close” – zoom in feature and all the geographic features and  
______________________________ 

139 Endecotts. Posey County, Indiana 175
th

 Anniversary History. 1814-1989. 10. 

140 Cox Collection. Cemetery Records 1814-1979, Posey County, Indiana Volume 58-67.  

473. 

141 Terraserver-usa.com. downloaded < http://terraserver-

usa.com/image.aspx?T=1&S=14&Z=16&X=135&Y=1319&W=1&qs=%7cposeyville%7cindian 

a%7c> 5 December 2005  

 

http://terraserver-usa.com/image.aspx?T=1&S=14&Z=16&X=135&Y=1319&W=1&qs=%7cposeyville%7cindian%20a%7c
http://terraserver-usa.com/image.aspx?T=1&S=14&Z=16&X=135&Y=1319&W=1&qs=%7cposeyville%7cindian%20a%7c
http://terraserver-usa.com/image.aspx?T=1&S=14&Z=16&X=135&Y=1319&W=1&qs=%7cposeyville%7cindian%20a%7c
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landmarks of Smith Township, Posey County, Indiana can be seen. The topographic link also 

provides a great tool for doing research for the same reasons. 

 

Thomas Endicott Farm 
 

    As an early pioneer of Posey County, Thomas was a major land owner in Posey County 

along with several of his children and grandchildren, who also had migrated from Harrison 

County, KY.  

 

    While the exact location of the Thomas Endicott farm is known from research conducted 

on his original land deed and from that of his son, Absolum who had inherited the farm from 

his father, a “boots on the ground” research was conducted of this land. It can reasonably be 

assumed from the visual inspection of the land in Smith Township, Posey County, there is a 

small hill on this land in what otherwise is a low lying area of rich fertile farmland. It is 

suspected that the Thomas Endicott home might have been located at this site. 
 

Endicott Cemetery – Poseyville, Indiana  
 

(Courtesy of Cindy Endicott Levingston) 

 

 The Endicott Cemetery is located on the farm of Joe 

Seibert east of Poseyville. This cemetery is the family plot 

of Joseph Endicott, son of Moses Endecott and Grandson of 

Thomas Endicott. This is the Joseph who was part of the 

Migration of 44 from Kentucky into the Indiana Territory. 
 

    Barbara A. Maier in the Cemetery Records of the Joseph Endicott Family, Posey County, 

Indiana From 1833 to 1867 [142] states that “Joseph Endecott arrived in Posey County 

September, 1815. He was then a 30 year old industrious farmer, married to William Casey’s 

daughter, Rebecca. By March 1833, Joseph owned a 160 acre farm and had established the 

Endicott Family Cemetery. The original Joseph L. Endicott farm remained in the Endicott 

family until the late 1920s. This farm was sold to the Siebert family. The legal description of 

the Endicott Cemetery is NW/4 of NW/4; sec 29, T4S, R12W. Today, it is located on the 

property of Joe Seibert. It continues to be maintained as a historic cemetery by direct 

descendants of Joseph Endicott and Rebecca Casey. These caretakers reside in Carmi, 

Illinois. 

 

    In the fall of 1997, some descendants of Joseph L. Endicott began a restoration project. On 

June 20, 1998 a ceremony was held to recognize the completion of this project.”  

______________________________ 

142 Maier, Barbara. A. Cemetery Records of the Joseph Endicott Family, Posey County, 

Indiana From 1833 to 1867. June, 1998. 
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The Pioneer Patriarch Honored 

 
Thomas Endicott was honored by a Memorial 

Service and Dedication held on June 11, 2006 

at the Poseyville Cemetery, Poseyville, 

Indiana. A stone in his memory was unveiled 

by his descendants. This event was sponsored 

by the Endecott-Endicott Family Association, 

Inc. The Poseyville Cemetery Board of 

Directors had recently designated an area for 

historic monuments and the Thomas Endicott 

Memorial was the first. Located on the 

Memorial is a Memory Medallion containing 

a description of the life of Thomas Endicott. Several descendants of Thomas are buried at the 

Poseyville Cemetery and it is fitting that the Thomas Endicott Memorial serve as the 

gatekeeper for these descendants. 

   “The Endicotts were pioneers – going before to prepare the way for others. Through this 

almost trackless wilderness they passed, facing privation and disease, Indians and wild 

animals, the biting cold of winter and blazing heat of summer. In their wake, they left roads 

and settlements, schools and churches. Massachusetts, New Jersey, North Caroline, Virginia, 

Kentucky and Indiana have felt their touch. Many of the Indiana descendants of Endicott 

pioneers have pushed westward into Missouri, Wisconsin, Kansas, Oregon, Colorado, 

Oklahoma and California.” [143]   

     A life well lived is the definition of a successful life.  By any measure, Thomas Endicott 

had a successful life.  His two wives, first Sarah Welch and second Susannah Turner Young, 

gave him ten children including nine boys. From these children came many more children 

who moved across America in the following century and have produced thousands of direct 

descendants of this noble patriarch.  His pioneering spirit is a great tale of the settling of the 

American continent.  Few traveled so far and did so much in a single lifetime. He is a man 

who his descendants can look back to and be proud.     

_______________________________                                                                                    

143 Cox. Into This Fruitful Valley. 73. 
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Thomas Endicott Family Group Record and Notes 
Children of Thomas Endicott and Sarah Welsh [144] 

1. Moses Endicott, b. October 31, 1759, Northampton, Burlington Co, NJ; d. May 8, 1834, 

Harrison Co, KY; m. Martha Hill in 1784 NC, then Mrs. Welmet (Nation) Endicott on 

March 27, 1834.  

Note: Wilmont Endicott’s sworn statement dated July 27, 1850 Posey County, Indiana and 

disposition made by her on October 31, 1855 states that Moses died of malignant fever one 

month after their marriage [145] 

2. Joseph Endicott, b. abt 1761 near Mt. Holly, Burlington Co, NJ; d. 1827, Woodford Co, 

KY; m. Nancy Faubion bf. 1786 in NC. 

Note: Joseph Endicott never left Kentucky. 

3. Aaron Endicott, b. August 13, 1764 probably near Mt. Holly, Burlington County, New 

Jersey; d. January 4, 1831, Smith Township, Posey Co, IN; m. Phoebe Harmon. 

Note: The Kentucky State Historical Society records show that Aaron Indecut served on the 

frontier with the active Kentucky Militia for 15 days and was paid 16 shillings on September 

11, 1788 (Captain William Stoel). [146] 

4. Barzillai Endicott, b. 1766, NC; d. in KY. 

5. Thomas Endicott, Jr., b. 1771, VA; d. September 1836, Rush Co, IN; m. Mildred 

"Milly" Grubbs on November 10, 1795 in KY. Both are buried in the Pleasant Run 

Cemetery, South of Rushville, IN. [147] 

Note: Thomas Endicott, Jr. migrated from Harrison County, KY to Rush County, IN in 1834 

[148]. He bought his first land of 20 acres in Rush County on November 3, 1834 and had gone 

to Rush County with his wife, Mildred and two daughters, Sallie A. and Ann Mariah and one 

son, James Clayton. His will was made June 10, 1836 and his estate was settled August 10, 

1840. [149]                                                                                                         

______________________________                                                                                                                   

144 Harmon. Endecott-Endicott Family History. 23-43                                                           

145 McCloskey. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mass Bay Colony. 14       

146 Ibid. 35                                                                                                                                                         

147 Ibid. 37                                                                                                                                                        

148 Ibid. 36.                                                                                                                                                                           

149 Ibid. 37 
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     The 1880 census for Malinda G. Amos, daughter of Thomas and Mildred Endicott shows 

her parents were born in Virginia [150] 

      Mildred Endicott left a will dated April 9, 1839 [151] 

6. Samuel Endicott, b. 1775, NC; m. April 1, 1806 in Franklin County, KY Elizabeth R. 

Montague b. 1779 d. 1841, daughter of Thomas and Agnes Ellis Montaque. d. after 1838 
[152]  

7. William Endicott b. 1778 Surry Co., NC; d. 1811 Harrison Co., KY; m. Mary Trousdale 

on December 17, 1801 Bourbon Co., KY. She was born on October 3, 1781 d. July 24, 1853. 

Note: Mary Trousdale Endicott is buried at the Endicott Meeting House Cemetery. It is 

believed that William Endicott is also buried there, but it is an unmarked grave. 

8. John Endicott, b. April 7, 1781, Surry Co, NC; d. August 14, 1840, Rush Co, IN; m. Ann 

Kimbrough Davenport Saddler, daughter of Jesse Saddler, on September 5, 1811 Bourbon 

Co., KY.     

9. Nancy Endicott, b. 1783, Surry Co, NC; d. 1831, Posey Co, IN; m. Memorial Forrest, 

son of Gresham Forrest and Sarah Wood, on January 13, 1804 Bourbon Co, KY. 

Note: “Nancy Endicott, the much loved daughter of Thomas Endicott, also had gone to Posey 

County. In 1828 the Posey County Court ordered that James McCravey be appointed 

guardian for Levina Forrest and Thomas Forrest, infant heirs of Memorial Forrest, deceased, 

while Sally Forrest, aged fourteen years and three months, chose Mr. McCravey for her 

guardian. Other heirs were Matilda Forrest McReary, wife of James McReary and John M. 

Forrest [153]             

Child of Thomas Endicott and Susanah Young 

10. Absolam Turner Endicott, b. November 21, 1815, KY; d. March 2, 1884 Stanford, IL; 

m. Catherine Clinton on January 10, 1838, then Matilda Dorsett on September 12, 1847 

Posey Co, IN. 

 

 

_______________________________                                                                                      

150 Ibid.                                                                                                                                                                         

151 Ibid.                                                                                                                                                               

152 Ibid.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

153 Ibid.                  
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 Absolam Turner Endicott Gravesite                                            

Sandford, IL                                                                                          

Courtesy of Melody Harrison Deocampo                     

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

     Of the children of Thomas Endicott -- Aaron, Nancy and Absolum were the only ones 

who migrated on to Posey County, Indiana. Several of the grandchildren of Thomas Endicott 

and other family members migrated from Kentucky to Indiana.. 

 

Gordon S. Harmon is a direct descendant of the brother of Thomas Endicott, Joseph Endicott 

and an 11
th

 Generation Grandson of Governor John Endecott. He can be reached at 3440 S. 

Delaware # 108, Springfield, MO 65804 (417) 350-7914 or gsharmon10@hotmail.com 

  Teddy H. Sanford, Jr. is a direct descendant of Thomas Endicott and a 11
th

 Generation 

Grandson of Governor John Endecott. He can be reached at 107B Legacy Court,  

 Elizabethtown, KY 42701 (270) 300-0785 or teddy.sanford@comcast.net 

 

Authors Special Note: A great deal of gratitude goes to Edward Tracy (Texas) and Cindy 

Endicott Levingston (Michigan) who graciously conducted the Editorial Review of this 

research on the Life of Thomas Endicott and his family. Their diligent work, careful review,  

constructive criticisms, patience and insight proved invaluable. 

 

GSH and THS  
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Attachments 

 

          1. Marriage License of Thomas Endicott and Sarah Welch 

          2. Historic Map – North Carolina, 1771 

    3. Thomas Endicott Land - North Carolina 

    4. Division of Archives and History, State of North Carolina – Revolutionary   

        War Accounts – Thomas Endicott 

    5. Pension Application – Moses Endicott 

    6. Proclamation – Mayor, Cynthiana, Kentucky – Moses Endicott Day  

    7. An Act Dividing the County of Bourbon – December 21, 1795 

    8. Thomas Endicott Land - Kentucky  

    9. Marriage License of Thomas Endicott and Susannah Turner Young 

  10. Thomas Endicott and Other Endicott Land – Indiana 

  11. Thomas Endicott Last Will and Testament 

  12. Estate Deed – Moses Endicott 

  13. US Census 

  14. Historic Indiana Maps - Posey County and Townships 

        Robb Township – First boundaries of March 24, 1817 included all of the present   

        limits plus all of now Bethel and a greater portion of Harmony Townships. 

        Smith Township – Formed and recorded March 24, 1817 the original boundaries    

        included the present territory plus area that is now part of Lynn Township and in  

       Gibson and Warrick Counties. 

  15. Young’s Buried at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Smith Township, Posey County,  

        Indiana        
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Attachment 1     Marriage License of Thomas Endicott and Sarah Welch 
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Attachment 2     Historic Map – North Carolina, 1771 
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Attachment 3     Thomas Endicott Land – North Carolina 
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Attachment 4     Division of Archives and History, State of North Carolina –  Revolutionary                              

War Accounts 
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Attachment 5      Pension Application – Moses Endicott 
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Attachment 6      Proclamation – Mayor, Cynthiana, Kentucky 

P R O C L A M A T I O N  

WHEREAS, Moses Endicott was a volunteer; and 

WHEREAS, Moses Endicott was a descendent of pioneer John Endicott, who was a founding 

father and Governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony and known as the Father of New England; 

and 

WHEREAS, Moses Endicott, despite his Quaker faith, served in the American Revolution as 

a private with the North Carolina Militia; and 

WHEREAS, Moses Endicott also served as a Minute Man in Surry, North Carolina and 

fought under General Rutherford and General Gates and against Lord Cornwallis at the 

Battle of Guilford Court House; and 

WHEREAS, Moses Endicott emigrated to Kentucky in 1786 and lived there for 48 years 

until his death in 1834. He was laid to rest at the Endicott Meeting House, the oldest church 

still in continual use West of the Allegheny 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, VIRGIE FLORENCE WELLS, MAYOR 

 

OF CYNTHIANA, KENTUCKY, do hereby declare June 6, 2004 as 

MOSES ENDICOTT DAY 

 to honor his patriotism, service to his country, and the contributions made by the Endicott 

family  

to the founding of our great nation, the treasured history 

of Cynthiana, Kentucky, and for giving us   

to celebrate on June 6, 2004, the anniversary of D-Day in 

the United States of America. 

Signature  

VIRGIE FLORENCE WELLS 

MAYOR 

 
Photograph courtesy of Ed Tracy, Jr. 
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Attachment 7      An Act Dividing the County of Bourbon – December 21, 1795 

 

Text of Act Creating New County:  An ACT for Dividing the County of Bourbon. Approved 

December 21, 1793.  

BE it enacted by the General Assembly, That from and after the first day of February next, 

all that part of the counties of Bourbon and Scott that is included in the following boundary, 

to-wit: Beginning on the Blue Lick fork of Licking, at that point from whence a line parallel 

with the line of Clark county will strike a point to be found eight miles at due north course 

from Bourbon court-house; thence a line to the mouth of Townsend creek, and up the same to 

the mouth of Silas’s run; thence up the main branch of said run to the head thereof; thence 

with Scott county line so far as it continues on the dividing ridge; thence with the said ridge 

to a parallel with the head of the South fork of Big Lick creek, and down said fork to the 

south fork of Licking; thence down the said fork to the mouth thereof; thence up the said 

Blue Lick fork to the beginning. Provided also, and it is to be understood, that the county of 

Bourbon shall not be less than nineteen miles wide in the narrowest place; shall be one 

distinct county, and called and known by the name of Harrison.  

A court for the said county shall be held by the Justices thereof on the first Tuesday of every 

month after the said Division shall take place as is provided by law in respect to other 

counties and as shall be by their Commissions directed. The justices to be named in the 

Commission of the Peace for the said county of Harrison, shall meet at the house of Morgan 

Vanmeter in the Town of Cynthiana in the said County on the first court day after the said 

division shall take place. And, having taken the oath prescribed by law, and the Sheriff 

having legally qualified to act, the Justices shall proceed to qualify a Clerk and fix upon a 

place to hold Courts in the said county, at or as near the center thereof as the situation and 

convenience will admit of. And thenceforth the said court shall proceed to erect the public 

buildings at such place. And until such buildings be completed, to appoint such place for 

holding courts as they may think proper. Provided always, That the appointment of a place 

for erecting public buildings and of a clerk shall not be made unless a majority of the Justices 

of the Court of said County concur therein, but such appointments shall be postponed until 

some court day when a majority shall be present but the court may appoint a clerk pro 

tempore.  

It shall be lawful for the sheriffs of Bourbon and Scott Counties to collect or make distress 

for any public dues and officers fees which shall remain unpaid by the inhabitants thereof at 

the time such division shall take place and shall be accountable for the same in like manner 

as if this act had not been made. And that the courts of said counties shall have Jurisdiction in 

all actions and suits in law or equity which shall be depending before them at the time of said 

Division and shall try and determine the same, issue process and award Execution. And be it 

further enacted that the Courts of Quarter Sessions for said county shall be held annually in 

the months of January, March, May and August.  

This act shall commence and be in force from and after the passage thereof. Signed by: Isaac 

Shelby, Governor of Kentucky; Robert Breckinridge, Speaker of the House of 
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Representatives; Alexander S. Bullitt, Speaker of the Senate REF: Microfilm Roll #2 - 

Governor Isaac Shelby, Enrolled Bills 1793, 1794 & 1796.  
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Attachment 8      Thomas Endicott Land – Kentucky 
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Attachment 9      Marriage License of Thomas Endicott and Susannah Turner Young 
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Attachment 10      Thomas Endicott and Other Endicott Land – Indiana  
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Attachment 11      Thomas Endicott Last Will and Testament 
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Attachment 12      Estate Deed – Moses Endicott 
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Attachment 13      US Census 
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Attachment 14      Historic Maps – Indiana, Posey County and Adjacent Counties 
 

 

            Indiana Map 1822 

 

 

Outline Map – Posey County, Indiana 
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Posey County and Adjacent Counties 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 62 

Attachment 15      Young’s Buried at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Smith Township, Posey   

                              County, Indiana     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


