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migration of Endicotts to the Midwest.  But I’d really like to single out a third EFA  
member, Kyle Elwood, who repeatedly provided me with many sources that were easy 
to turn into stories, thus saving me countless hours of work.  Many others contributed to 
individual stories and their names are mentioned in the sources for each story. 

Of course any mistakes in this work are my own and not the fault of the  
above-mentioned persons.  This is still a work in progress and I encourage readers to 
send me corrections and additions. 

INTRODUCTION È 

 This book is Part I of “Endicotts in the Military,” being a collection of stories  
about American Endicotts, most of whom served in this country’s armed forces.  In two 
cases, however, they were Americans serving in allied armies.  And in three wars, the  
American Revolution, the War of 1812, and the  Civil War, they actually fought for  
enemies opposing the United States.   

Another book, Part II of “Endicotts in the Military” is about non-American  
Endicotts who fought in foreign militaries, namely the militaries of Australia, Britain,  
Canada, New Zealand and South Africa.   Like the American Endicotts, many of these 
foreign Endicotts were in famous battles, ranging from Trafalgar in the Napoleonic 
Wars, to Sebatopal in the Crimean War, to the Somme, Jutland, Gallipoli and Vimy  
Ridge in WWI, to the fall of Singapore,  D-Day,  and the bombing campaign in Europe 
in WWII.   

Although great efforts have been made to make accurate statements, the  
book is not meant to be the last word in professional scholarly or genealogical  
research but rather to be simply readable accounts for family members to enjoy and a 
“database” to stimulate further research.  Needless to say, the book is directed at those 
who may have a special interest in military history: the Endicotts have certainly played a 
large role in it. 

The stories in Part I range from Governor John Endecott and his military  
duties in the Pequot War, to soldiers in the American Revolution, on both the American 
and British side (including Moses Endicott on the American and John Endicott on the  
British side), to high ranking officers (Admiral Mordecai T. Endicott) and even a  
Secretary of War (William C. Endicott).    
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 They also range from a veteran of the war against the Barbary Pirates  
(Samuel Endicott) for whom a U.S. destroyer (USS Endicott) was named in WWII, to  
more than 130 Civil War veterans, several who were killed, one who escaped from a   
Confederate prison camp, several who were Confederates -- and even two who were  
African-American Endicotts (Joseph Endecott and Henry Clay Endicott).  
 
 During WWI, two Endicotts, David Endicott Putnam and Thorndike Endicott,   
enlisted in the French military before the U.S. got into the war.  David later switched to  
the American Air Force, won the Distinguished Service Cross, and was America’s  
leading fighter ace before being shot down and killed.   Burtis A. Endicott won not one,  
but two Distinguished Service Crosses fighting in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive that  
helped to end the war.  Lt. Colonel Francis Cassius Endicott won the Silver Star in  
WWI.  
 
 More than 250 Endicotts fought in WWII.  At least one Endicott and maybe more  
were at Pearl Harbor, including Ronald B. Endicott  who was killed aboard the USS 
West Virginia.  Another, Joseph W. Endicott, was on Midway Island on December 7, 
1941, when the Japanese shelled it, too.  
 
 Endicotts served in the Army, the Navy, the Air Force (the Air Force was part  
of the Army then), the Marines, and even the Merchant Marine (Gerald Endicott).    
For example, Thomas Alvan Endecott was a waist gunner on a  B-24 Liberator bomber,  
was shot down, made a German POW, and lived through a death march to survive  
the war.  Leslie D. Endicott fought in North Africa and in Italy.  Leslie J. Endicott was  
killed in the battle of the hedgerows after the D-Day landings, and George W. Endicott,a  
Marine, was killed on Iwo Jima.  Another Marine was James Endicott who fought on  
Saipan.  Another relative, Endicott Peabody, served on the submarine USS Tirante  
during World War II, won the Silver Star, and was later elected Governor of  
Massachusetts.  A Destroyer named the USS Samuel Endicott, commanded by Medal of  
Honor winner John Bulkeley sank 3 German ships during the invasion of southern  
France.  And if that weren’t enough, the Endicott-Johnson shoe company made all the  
footwear worn by all U.S. military personnel in WWII.  
 
 Several Endicotts served in the Korean War, including Marine Milton C. Endicott  
who was killed in the Punchbowl, and the destroyer USS Endicott, which had also 
served in WWII.  
 
 A number of Endicotts served In Vietnam, including  “Tal” Endicott, a helicopter  
Gunner, and his brother, George W. Endicott, who was an intelligence analyst there and 
Later became the Mayor of Redmond, Oregon.   Four Endicotts, Danny G. Endicott,  



 6 

Franklin D. Endicott, Michael L. Endicott, and West Point graduate Richard L. Endicott  
were all killed in Vietnam.  
 
 George Woodhull Endicott was an Army medic in the Gulf War and was deployed  
three times to Iraq.   Brian R. Endicott battled the Taliban in Afghanistan, where another  
Endicott, Joshua Endicott,  was awarded the Purple Heart.  Marine Nicholas Endicott,  
served in both Iraq and Afghanistan, was blown eight feet in the air by an IED, and  died  
as the result of taking Seroquel cocktails as a treatment for PTSD.   Ryan Endicott, also  
a Marine, served in Iraq but was so opposed to the war he became an anti-war activist.  
 
 Altogether, as of this writing, more than 600 Endicotts have served in 21 
American wars.  (More than 300 others have been identified as serving in the militaries  
of foreign countries – see Part II.) 
 
 They’re not all men, either.  For example, in World War II, at least four 
Endicott women enlisted in the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).  They were: Elizabeth  
Endicott; Genevieve M. Endicott; Ruth E. Endicott; and Violet M. Endicott.   Betty J. 
Endicott served as  WAVE (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service).  A  
sixth woman, Delilah B. Endicott, was a civilian who was  captured by the Japanese in  
Manila and thrown into a Japanese prison camp.  
 
 The book also includes some Endicott descendants whose surname is not  
Endicott.  They are every bit as much descendants of Governor John Endecott as those  
who bear the Endicott surname, it’s just that they descend from maternal lines.  And  
while I cannot hope to capture all of them in this book or even many of them, it did seem 
reasonable to include the few I knew about to at least represent all the others.  So, for the  
the few cases like this that I know about, I have simply included them in the book. 
 
 All these stories are just samples of the kinds of things Americans have gone  
through in defense of the United States, but as seen through the eyes of one family.   
 
 As a sidelight, the stories parallel the peopling of America, in that they show how 
the Endicott family started out in New England during the colonial period but then  
moved in succession to New Jersey, North Carolina, Kentucky, Indiana and  
from Indiana to all over the United States, to the Pacific Northwest, for example, or to  
California, or even to the deep South by the time of the Civil War.   
 
 In short, a family that started out in Massachusetts and saw one wing become  
“Boston Brahmins,” has now become America writ large. 
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 Some observations.  First of all, this book would not have been possible  
without the internet – the general internet, The Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System  
(CWSS), Ancestry.com, or Fold3, for example.   It’s amazing how much information is  
on it these days, if only you know where to look.  The bulk of Parts I and II of this book  
was assembled in three years of pretty constant research.  The Internet may not be the  
last source you should depend on, but it can be the first.  At lot of it is free, too, although  
the best sites are often subscription sites, such as Ancestry.com.  In many cases it was  
possible to use internet sources to supplement information contributed by Endicott  
family members themselves. 
 
 A second observation is how vast the Endicott family is in America and in  
English-speaking countries around the world.  This volume deals with just those  
Americans who served in the military.  Think of how many thousands of other family  
members there are who aren’t mentioned here at all because they weren’t in the  
military. The numbers grow even larger when you include those Endicott descendants  
who don’t have Endicott as a surname.  That’s what happens when a family has been in  
a country for 300 years and many generations have a member or two who has 5-10  
children.  Also, when you have that many descendants, it also means that there is  
probably someone who has done just about anything you can imagine. 
 
 And lastly, a study of the Endicott family, even if it is just those who  
served in the military, is a fascinating way of seeing the vast scope of American history,  
and even to some extent the history of the British Empire (in Part II).   What  
otherwise might be too big to fully grasp becomes a bit more manageable and  
personal when seen through the eyes of one family, in just one connection, military  
service. 
 
 A note on how Part I is organized.  With one exception each chapter in the  
book represents a war in this nation’s history.  Starting with the American Revolution, 
the chapters are broken into two main sections.  First there is a piece about the war 
in question and a listing of the key battles in the war, so that the Endicott involvement  
can be put in context.  Then, there is a listing of all the Endicotts that we know of who  
have served during that period, with stories about each where we have them. 
 

Pyramid of Honor 
 
 The following are the U.S. Military’s major awards for valor and outstanding 
achievement that are still in existence today and many of which Endicotts have won  
They are listed in order of precedence, with a brief history of each, plus the Endicotts  
who have won them. 
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1.  MEDAL OF HONOR.   Begun in the Civil War with the Navy medal first and the  
Army shortly thereafter. No Endicotts have won it.  
 
2.  DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS (Navy Cross, and Air Force Cross are co- 
equal).  The Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) is the second only to the Medal of  
Honor as highest military decoration that can be awarded to a member of the United 
States Army, for extreme gallantry and risk of life in actual combat with an armed  
enemy force.  It was first established during WWI by Act of Congress on July 9, 1918,  
although at that time it was also made retroactive to events as far back as the Boxer  
Rebellion (1899-1901 and the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902).  In WWI, two  
Endicotts won Distinguished Service Crosses.  They are Burtis A. Endicott who won  
two DSCs and David Endicott Putnam, who won one.  Wikipedia claims that during  
WWI, 6,309 DSCs were given to 6,185 persons and that Burtis Endicott was one of only  
“several dozen” soldiers to received two Distinguished Service Crosses (out of 4.7  
million who served during the war).  
 
3.  SILVER STAR. The Silver Star didn’t exist before 1918, and it didn’t assume its  
current form until 1932.   On July 9, 1918, Congress authorized the wearing by Army  
personnel only of a small silver star, three-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, on the  
service ribbon of a campaign medal, to indicate "a citation for gallantry in action.”  
Known in the Army as the "citation star," the award was made retroactive as far back as  
the Spanish-American War in 1898.  On Aug. 8, 1932, Congress authorized the redesign  
of the Silver Star into the medal we have today and recipients of the Citation Star then  
had to apply to get the new medal.   The following Endicotts have won the Silver Star:  
Francis C. Endicott won one in WWI; Endicott Peabody won one in WWII (his skipper  
won the Medal of Honor for the same engagement); and Richard Leroy Endicott won  
one in Vietnam. 
 
4.  LEGION OF MERIT.  The Legion of Merit, created by Act of Congress on July 20,  
1942, is awarded for exceptionally meritorious conduct while performing outstanding  
services and achievements.  It is typically awarded to officers and to a lesser degree  
senior enlisted personnel, in command or very senior staff positions.  John E. Endicott  
won one in Vietnam. 
 
5.  BRONZE STAR. The Bronze Star was established by President Franklin Roosevelt’s  
Executive Order of February 4, 1944 and it can be awarded for either combat or non- 
combat action, but in the case of the former, a combat “v” is worn on the service ribbon  
for the medal.  John E. Endicott won one in Vietnam.   George Woodhull Endicott won 2  
of them in the Gulf War.  
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6. PURPLE HEART.   The Purple Heart stems from the Badge of Military Merit, a  
cloth badge in the shape of a purple heart devised by George Washington for   
meritorious service in the U.S. Revolution.   But Washington awarded only 3 of them  
and the award was forgotten.  However, a version of the Purple Heart was revived by  
Executive Order of President Herbert Hoover in 1932 on the 200th anniversary of  
Washington’s birth as an award for military personnel wounded or killed in action.    
Application for those personnel who had been wounded or killed in WWI had to be  
made in order for them to get the medal retroactively.  The following are just some of t 
the Endicotts who have won it: 
 
WWI: Burtis A. Endicott; David Endicott Putnam; Murray Endicott Hart.  
 
WWII: George William Endicott; Ronald B. Endicott; Warren H. Endicott; William 

Endicott Huntley; Endicott Peabody; Lawrence Robert Endicott; Leslie David 
Endicott; Leslie J. Endicott. 

 
KOREA: Milton Charles Endicott 
 
VIETNAM: Danny Endicott; Franklin David Endicott; George Wayne Endicott; Michel 

Lee Endicott; Richard Leroy Endicott. 
 
AFGHANISTAN: Joshua Endicott; Nicholas Endicott. 
 
 In order to put  this in context, the following table shows the number of various 
Medals awarded from WWI through Iraq: 

 
 
     World World 
     War 1  War II     Korea       Vietnam         Afghanistan   Iraq 
 
Medal of 
Honor          124 464       135  247  6 4 
 
Distinguished 
Service Cross           6,309       5,000        800  1000  10 15 
 
Navy Cross      1, 658        3,645        246  485  ? ? 
 
Silver Star       ?        ca 100,000    20,000?     ca 24,000  ? ? 
     
Purple Heart       320,518    1, 075,245   118, 650         351,794     12,500*      36,321* 
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*  As of  2019 
 
 Sources: 
 1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor 
 2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor 
 3. http://www.history.navy.mil/medals/navcross.htm 
 4.http://www.homeofheroes.com/members/04_SS/3_Korea/01_main.html 
 5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_Heart 

 
 
 
 

       MIGRATION OF THE ENDICOTT FAMILY IN 
AMERICA È 

 
 There are two things to bear in mind about the Endicotts in America.  First 
of all, there are many different spellings of the name, including Endacott, Endecott, 
Endicott, Enticott, Indicut, etc.  (In fact, Kyle Elwood says that there are dozens of 
variant spellings going back to the Middle Ages.) So in this book, where the name 
Endicott is referred to it really means all members of the family with the various 
spellings, not just the spelling Endicott. 
 

The second thing to bear in mind is that not all Endicotts in America 
descend from Governor John Endecott; there are multiple lines here.   For example, 
according  to Charles M. Endicott, Esq, of Salem, Massachusetts, writing in 1847, 
in “The Endicott Family,” 
  

It is the general impression that all having this name in this country are 
descended from Governor Endecott.  This is a mistake.  There were families 
of “Indicotts,” distinct from his, residing in Boston and its vicinity, some 
time previous to 1700.  The two names probably had the same origin, though 
so different in orthography.  Of these there was a “John Indicott,” warden of 
King’s Chapel, and a man of some consequence in 1691; “Gilbert Indicott,” 
yeoman, of Dorchester, born in 1658; and a “William Indicott,”  They 
appear to have been brothers, and contemporaries of Governor Endecott’s 
grandchildren but could not have been derived from him... 

 
 Indeed, they were brothers and not derived from the Governor.  But they 
were nephews, or more precisely, half-nephews of John Endecott.  Ted Sandford, 
former President of the Endicott Family Association, has explained how this 
happened in his work “Out of the Mists of Time.”  According to Ted, Governor 
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John had a half-brother, believe it or not, also named John, who lived from January 
30, 1616 and died on February 24, 1683 and this half-brother was the father of the 
aforementioned John, Gilbert, and William.   
 
 According to Ted,  after this John (baptized in 1642) came to America, he 
owned an inn near Boston and he was also a cooper, the maker of barrels.  He 
became the Junior Warden of Kings Chapel in Boston in 1698-1699  and the 
Senior Warden in 1699-1700.  This is the evidence that the family line he came 
from had remained loyal to the Church of England, unlike Governor John who was 
a Puritan.   
 
 Gilbert (1648-1716) fought in King Philip’s War (see below).  After the war, 
he lived successively in what are Maine today, then Dorchester, Reading and 
Canton, where he died. 
 
 William 1658-1709) may have come to Boston like brother John, but he 
moved to Canton, Massachusetts area.  He was also an innkeeper.  He is believed 
to be buried in the Kings Chapel cemetery like his brother.  
 

Here is evidence of yet another Endicott line, Ronald Burdette Endicott, who 
was killed at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  His ancestor, James M. Endicott, 
came from England around 1820 and the line in America is documented after that.   

 
Here is yet another Endicott line in America, the Reverend John Endacott 

(1865 – 1934) who was born in Devon, England emigrated to America and by 
1887 was a Methodist preacher in Eudora, Kansas.   
  

In addition to these lines, a lot of Endicotts emigrated to Canada and some of 
them might have subsequently come to the United Sates.  On the other hand, it’s 
also likely that descendants of the Governor immigrated to Canada.  Take for 
instance John Endicott, who fought for the British Queen’s Rangers in the 
American Revolution.  He appears to have been born in the American colonies, 
fought for the British and then had to flee the country when Britain lost the war. 

 
To complicate matters even further, it may be that some people assumed the 

name Endicott when moving to Devon from another place and are not really 
Endicotts at all, and then had descendants move to America.  This information 
comes to us in the form of a note on a genealogical chart written by a John 
Endacott (1840 - 1924), dated 1898.  On the bottom, right of the chart is this 
message:  
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"Foot-note: the following paragraph explains what appears to be an 

intermarriage.  The original and several copies of the document from which this 
paragraph is taken, are now held by various members of the family.  To understand 
fully, one needs to know the conditions at Chagford, England, where the ancestral 
home of the Endacotts is located and where there are many people by that name, 
today. Outsiders coming into the settlement often took the name of Endacott, for 
along with the name would go certain privileges in that particular community.  The 
two families of Endacotts united in 1832 were before that distinct lines.  John and 
Jane held the Gidley Mill and Greber  estates from their families for 300 years. 
Edward and Jane came from the North of England and settled in Exeter during the 
French War in 1814, as a "Smith" and about 1830 bought land at Dockham near 
Moreton, where he followed the life of a farmer and where James and Susan met 
each other.  The land he bought is called "Manavers"; he also farmed "Coswick" 
and "Hill", two farms in the parish of Moreton, Hamstead, at the same time. 
 

"The other branch of Endicotts, into which Susan Maria married, should 
more properly be called Hannaford, but they chose to adopt the name Endicott, 
about 1848.  No one but myself could have furnished these particulars. 
 

"Signed John Endacott, dated June 1898" 
  

So, while it's likely that there multiple separate non-Governor John Endecott 
lines in the U.S.,  not enough is known about this at the present time to speculate as 
to what percentage of the Endicotts in America descend from these other lines.    

 
However, it also seems probable that these lines and Governor John 

Endecott are related in the more distant past.  This is because in almost every case, 
whether it be Endicotts in the U.S. military, or Endicotts in the militaries of 
Australia, Britain, Canada or New Zealand, they all trace back to the area around 
Devon, England.  
 
 Having said all this, it is safe to say that the Endicott family in America 
began in Salem, Massachusetts, with the arrival of John Endecott in 1628.  He was 
the first (and only) Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Company residing in 
America and then later the longest-serving Governor of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony.  According to Charles M. Endicott (1793 -1863) writing in 1847, the 
spelling of the surname Endecott in John Endecott’s immediate line was changed 
from Endecott to Endicott in 1724 although other lines may have changed it at 
other times or not at all.   
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 (Charles Moses Endicott was educated at the Phillips Andover Academy and 
then had a seafaring career.  In 1831, his ship “Friendship” was captured in a 
famous incident by pirates in Sumatra, but he was able to attack the pirates later 
and get it back again.  He wrote a 76-page story about the incident called 
“Sumatran Pirates and the Friendship (1831): A True Tale of Piracy and Pepper” 
that was published in 1856.  He is also the father of Ingersoll Bowditch Endicott, a 
Union soldier in the Civil war – see Civil War chapter.)  
 
 We know more about the Governor John Endecott line than any of the 
others.  Some of John’s descendants moved successively to New Jersey by 1700; 
to North Carolina by 1759;  to Kentucky by 1786; to Indiana by 1815, and after 
that to Missouri, especially Clay County, before the Civil War.  Colonies of 
Endicotts exist in all of those places to this day.  From there, the clan dispersed all 
over America, with a group migrating as far as to the Pacific Northwest and others 
to Louisiana (probably Missouri Endicotts going down the Mississippi River prior 
to the Civil War) and to California.  
 
 Endicotts owned slaves in Missouri and an African-American by the name 
of Alvin Eugene Collins is a descendant of one of those Clay County Endicotts, 
Lewis Endicott, 1793 - 1858, a descendant of Governor John Endecott, and one of 
Lewis’s slaves.  Alvin is alive today and a member of the John Endecott Family 
Association. 
 
 Here is an “up close and personal” look at some of the people involved.   
 
 Governor John Endecott had two sons, John, Jr. and Zerubbabel.  But only 
Zerubbabel had children, so it is thought that a plurality of Endicotts in the United 
States today descended from John through Zerubbabel. 
 
 Zerubbabel had 10 children, so there was a lot of “descending,” too.  Since it 
is thought that most Endicotts in America descend from one of these lines, it’s 
worth mentioning the names of the children of Zerubbabel Endecott and Mary 
Smith here:  
 

1. John Endecott, b. 1657 
2. Samuel Endecott, b. 1659 
3. Zerubbabel Endecott, b. 1664  
4. Benjamin Endecott, , b. 1665. 
5. Mary Endecott, b. 1667 
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6. Joseph Endecott, b. 1672, Salem, Mass.; d. 1747, Northhampton, Burlington
County, New Jersey.

7. Sarah Endecott, b. 1673
8. Elizabeth Endecott, b. 1675
9. Hannah Endecott, b. 1676
10. Mehetabel Endecott, b. 1677

In 1698, Zerubbabel’s son Joseph left Massachusetts and settled in
Northampton, Burlington County, New Jersey.  Joseph married a Quaker and 
converted to Quakerism.  Since his father, Governor John Endecott, had hanged 
some Quakers in his day, this may have had something to do with why Joseph 
decided to leave Massachusetts. 

In 1759, Thomas Endicott, grandson of Joseph, moved to Surrey County, 
North Carolina, just on the border between Virginia and North Carolina. 

His eldest son was named Moses and Moses fought in the American 
Revolution.  An affidavit signed by Moses indicates that he was born in Burlington 
County, New Jersey in 1759, the same year his father moved the family to North 
Carolina. 

Thomas has written that after the Revolution he moved the family a second 
time in 1786, this time to Kentucky and Moses went with them, as did Moses’s son 
Joseph, who was only 2 at the time. 

And then shortly after 1799, his first wife having died, Thomas moved a 
third time, this time to Posey County, Indiana.  In 1814, Thomas returned to 
Kentucky to marry his second wife and at some point thereafter went back to 
Posey County.  While the exact date of his return to Posey County is not known, it 
is known that he died there and his will was dated October, 1827.  

It is also known that on September 1, 1815, Moses’s son, Joseph, grandson 
of the aforementioned Thomas, left Harrison County, Kentucky for Posey County, 
Indiana.  

After reaching Indiana, other Endicotts went on to Missouri, Wisconsin, 
Kansas, Oregon, Colorado, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and California.   

*** 
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PEQUOT WAR È 

The Pequot War (1637-1638) was between the Pequot Indian tribe and an 
alliance of the Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, and Saybrook colonies who were 
aided by their Indian allies, the Narragansett and Mohegan tribes. About 700 
Pequots were either killed or captured in the war, with those captured being forced 
into slavery.  This decimated the Pequots.  More than 300 years later, however, a 
branch of the Pequots, the Mashantucket Pequots, regained some economic and 
political power through the establishment of a gambling casino called Foxwoods in 
Ledyard, Connecticut that opened in 1986.  

Puritans and Indians 

The Pequot War and  the much worse King Philip’s War that came later (see 
chapter) were the unintended but probably inevitable outcome of the Puritan (and 
Pilgrim) attitude towards the Indians they encountered.  It wasn’t racist, though, 
because the Puritans believed the Indians were not a separate race, but instead 
white men whose skin had been darkened by the weather.  Furthermore, Puritans 
strongly suspected the Indians were descended from the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel 
and while the Devil might have gotten hold of them temporarily, they deserved to 
be saved. 

The original Puritan task, therefore, was not to exterminate or enslave, but to 
civilize and convert.  Conversion was especially important to the Puritans because 
it would be the first step in extending true Christianity to a new community. 

So, the Puritans made sincere efforts in the early years -- i.e. from 1628 - 
1675 -- to treat the Indians equitably.  That meant entering into treaties with them 
that the Puritans upheld, enrolling some Indians at Harvard College, putting 
Indians on juries in trials that had Indian litigants, and actually executing 
Englishmen who murdered Indians.  This compared favorably to what was 
happening in other English colonies like Virginia, for example, where there was 
constant warfare staged by greedy colonists not encumbered by religion who were 
interested only in acquiring land.   

It all changed, however, as a result of King Philip’s war in 1675-76, and 
Puritan policy towards the Indians then became similar to other English colonies’ 
policy: intermittent warfare along an advancing frontier; confinement of Indians to 
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reservations; debasement and even enslavement of Indians. 
 

How the war unfolded 
 
 In the 1600s, the Pequots were competing with other Indian tribes as well as 
with English settlers for control over the Connecticut River Valley.    
 
 In 1634, John Stone, an Englishman who had been kicked out of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony and 7 of his men were killed by a branch of the 
Pequots.  These Indians said they thought he was not English, but Dutch and one of 
their men had been murdered by the Dutch.  Colonial officials demanded that the 
Pequots turn over to them the Indians who killed Stone but they refused.  
  
 On July 20,1636 the Massachusetts trader John Oldham and several of his 
crew were killed off Block Island by Narragansett-allied Indians who were trying 
to discourage the colonists from trading with their rivals the Pequots.   But the 
Narragansett’s were able to fool the colonists into thinking the perpetrators were 
being protected by the Pequots.  
 
 This and other actions of the Pequots that the colonists disapproved of 
produced calls for action against them and in August, 1636, Massachusetts 
Governor Henry Vane sent John Endecott on a mission of revenge against the 
Pequots.  After a small raid he returned to Massachusetts. 
 
 In retaliation for the raid, from late 1636 to 1637, the Pequots raided 
Connecticut towns, killing or capturing about 30 people.   In response the colonists 
dispatched John Mason with 90 militiamen and 70 Mohegan Indians, enemies of 
the Pequots, to punish the Pequots.  Mason was joined by 20 more men led by John 
Underhill and they staged a surprise attack on the Pequots. 
 
 Furthermore, on May 26, 1637, Mason, with a force of about 400 colonists 
and Narragansett and Niantic Indians surprised and massacred several hundred 
Pequots at Mystic, Connecticut.  
 
 In mid June, Mason led yet another attack, this time with 160 colonists and 
40 Mohegan Indians and killed or captured 180 more Pequots near present-day 
Fairfield, Connecticut.  This broke the Pequot tribe and the captives were either 
sold into slavery in the West Indies or given as slaves to the Indian allies of the 
colonists.  
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ENDICOTTS IN THE PEQUOT WAR 
 
 

JOHN ENDECOTT (1588 - March 15, 1665) 
 John was not only the first and longest-serving Governor of Massachusetts, 
he was, of course, the main progenitor of the Endicott family in America.  
(According to Charles Endicott, writing  in 1847, John’s great-grandson, Samuel 
Endicott, changed the spelling from Endecott to Endicott in 1724,  which is the 
earliest known such spelling in America.  However, a probabate record for 
Trowleigh, England shows that spelling existed in England at least as early as 
1620). 
 
  Unfortunately, not much of John’s early history is known with certainty, 
even including his birth year.  It has traditionally been given as 1588, an auspicious 
year since it was the year of the defeat of the Spanish Armada.  But today some 
historians say this cannot be documented for sure although a majority believe it is 
true.  The fact that the year of his death is sometimes given as 1664/5 is more 
simply explained; it refers to differences between the old Julian calendar and the 
modern Gregorian calendar that came into use in 1582.  The year to the left of the 
slash is the Julian calendar date and the year to the right of the slash is today’s 
Gregorian calendar date.  
 
 During all of his years in the colony but one, John held some form of 
important civil, judicial, or military high office in Massachusetts.  He also held 
important posts representing the colony as part of the New England Confederation, 
a military union of several New England colonies, and all of this has led some, 
such as William Bentley (1759-1819), the noted Salem, Massachusetts minister, 
scholar, columnist and diarist, to say “Above all others he deserves the name of the 
father of New England.”  Joseph B. Felt ((1789-1869), born in Salem and arguably 
Salem’s first professional historian, also called him “The father of New England.”   
Thus, it is important to realize that criticized as he often is today for being a 
religious fanatic who hanged four Quakers, John’s actions continuously earned the 
approval of the people he represented.  
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The “Commonwealth Portrait” of Governor John Endecott 
in the Massachusetts State House 

(Courtesy Massachusetts Arts Commission) 
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  Original Portrait of John Endecott, before restoration, 
  thought to have been done in 1665, the last year of his  
  life 
             (Courtesy Massachusetts Arts Commission) 
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Original Portrait of John Endecott, after restoration 
by John Hartmann in 2015 

                   (Courtesy Massachusetts Arts Commission) 
 
 
 

Origin of John Endecott 
 
 In the nineteenth century it was thought that John Endecott came from 
Dorset.  Then, during the twentieth century it was thought to be neighboring 
Devon, and today at least one historian feels we can’t be sure which of the two it 
is. 
  In 1901,  the distinguished English historian Sir Roper Lethbridge (1840-
1919), wrote a 31-page booklet called 'Hands Across the Sea'--The Devonshire and 
Early Homes of the Family of John Endecott, Governor of Massachusetts Bay, 
1629."  In this booklet Lethbridge wrote: 
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 Before leaving England he was a follower and disciple of a notable  pastor 
of Dorchester, the Rev. John White; and for this reason he has  sometimes been 
spoken of as a Dorsetshire man, and the  family  founded by him in 
America, that has held a most distinguished  position  there both in Colonial 
and in Republican times, as Dorset folk.   As a matter  of fact, there can be no 
doubt whatever that Governor Endecott came from  the well-known tin-
mining family, whose name was variously spelt  Endicott, Endecott, and 
Endacott, that owned tin-mines and other lands  in Chagford, Theowleigh and 
Moreton-Hamstead, and belonged to the  Stannary of Chagford. 
 
 Lethbridge also spoke with the same assurance about the immediate family 
of John Endecott, identifying a John Endecott (1541-1635) as the Governor’s 
grandfather and Thomas Endecott (ca 1660 - 1631) as the Governor’s father., 
saying this was “practically certain.”   
 
 Lethbridge goes on to say that 
 
 …the young John in early life came under the influence of the great Puritan 
 divine, the Rev. John White, of Dorchester, and that ultimately he became, 
 probably on this account, alienated from his grandfather, and was 
 disinherited by him.  Perhaps for the same reason he fought for the 
 Protestant religion against the Spaniards in the Low Countries, and after his 
 return was very probably married to Anne Gower.  
 
 Based on this, Chagford now has a large building named Endecott House.  
And in fact, if you look at the graveyard in Chagford today, you will see many 
Endicotts there, although the name is spelled Endacott.  
 
 Lethbridge was an Oxford graduate, an academic, civil servant in India, a 
Member of British Parliament and a British Knight.  He was also a president of the 
Devonshire Association, and said he explored correspondences with 300 people to 
gather information on John Endecott, and the correspondence was given to Exeter 
University College at Oxford University.  So, Lethbridge’s credentials seem to be 
in fine order. 
 
 However, in his 1995 book, “The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to 
New England 1620-1633,” Robert Charles Anderson of the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society disputes the Lethbridge findings.  According to this research, 
John may have been born in or near Chagford, but there is no firm evidence for it, 
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nor is there evidence that identifies his parents. Anderson concludes that John was 
probably born no later than 1600.  
 

Difference Between Puritans and Pilgrims 
 
 Many people ask what was the difference between these two groups, both of 
whom disagreed with the Church of England, and both of whom emigrated to 
America for religious freedom, but who then maintained separate settlements for 
many years in Massachusetts.  
 
 Simply put, the Puritans like John Endecott, at least nominally wanted to 
reform the Church of England from within, while the Pilgrims thought that was 
hopeless and chose to live outside of it.  At first, the Pilgrims emigrated to the 
Netherlands, which was more tolerant of their views.  But as the years went by and 
their children became more and more Dutch, the Pilgrims feared they might face 
eventual extinction if they remained there.  On top of this, they feared (correctly) 
that that the truce in the Eighty Years' War was ending and that Spain might take 
an antagonistic attitude toward them.  
 
 Consequently, in 1620, the Pilgrims sailed to America on the Mayflower and 
founded the colony at Plymouth, Massachusetts and it existed separately from the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony for 71 years, that is, for 26 years after the death of John 
Endecott.  During this period it never had a royal charter.  Although for many years 
Massachusetts and Plymouth were separate colonies, some Endicotts from 
Massachusetts married Plymouth colonists and thus their descendants stem from 
both.  
 
  In 1691, however, when the Massachusetts Bay Colony was reorganized as 
the Province of Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth ended its history as a separate 
colony and was absorbed into Massachusetts Bay. 
 

The Title “First and Longest-Serving Governor” 
 

 Of the two, the title “longest-serving” is the easiest to document.  Some 
people say that Michael Dukakis was the longest-serving Governor of 
Massachusetts, serving from 1975-1979 and then again from 1983-1991 --12 years.  
But this is true only if you ignore the period of Massachusetts history when it was 
a colony under royal charter, the period when John Endecott was Governor.   John 
served 16 years and he also won more public elections to that office than anyone in 
history, 15, (he was chosen by a small board to the office for his first year).  This 
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was facilitated by the fact that the governor served a one-year term then, not a 
four-year term as today. 
 
  The following are the 16 years that John Endecott served as Governor, 
both chosen by the Company board (1 year) and popularly elected (15 years): 
   *  1629-1630  =   1 year 
   *  1644-1645  =   1 year 
   *  1649-1650  =   1 year 
   *  1651-1654  =   3 years 
   *  1655-1665  = 10 years 
     Total  =  16 years 
 
 The title “first governor” is more complicated.  Actually, three men can 
claim the title “First Governor of Massachusetts”: Matthew Cradock, John 
Endecott and John Winthrop.  In 1628, a group of seven men, including John 
Endecott, came together to form “The New England Company for a Plantation in 
Massachusetts” and elected Matthew Cradock as Governor.  The men were 
primarily Puritan merchants interested in setting up a trading settlement in the New 
World.  They had received a grant of land in America from the Plymouth Council 
for New England, then the umbrella organization overseeing English colonization 
in North America between 40 and 48 degrees latitude.    
 
 But Cradock governed only in England.  These seven men also chose John 
Endecott to sail to America on June 28, 1628 to establish the trading company 
there and he took about 50-100 people with him.   The area he organized was 
already occupied by settlers of the failed Dorchester Company, some of whose 
backers also participated in the New England Company.  This group of earlier 
settlers, led by Roger Conant, had migrated from a settlement on Cape Ann (near 
present-day Gloucester, Massachusetts) after it was abandoned. 
 
 The settlement John and his settlers organized was first called Naumkeag 
after the local Indian tribe but was renamed Salem in 1629.   
 
 In 1629, the Massachusetts Bay Company acquired a royal charter from 
King Charles I, in order to guarantee its grant against other claims, and chose 
Endecott as the first Governor actually serving in Massachusetts, while Cradock 
continued to be Governor of the Company in London.  In other words, both 
Endecott and Cradock were not elected in a public election, the way governors are 
today, but by a small group, the way corporate officials might be.  Also in 1629 
about 300 more people emigrated to Massachusetts, making the total under John’s 
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charge now about 350-400.  A copy of the royal charter was also brought to him at 
this time.  So, at this point, John was the appointed Governor of the Massachusetts 
Bay Company, with a copy of the royal charter (but not the original) in hand to 
prove it.  
 
 In August 1629, amidst rising religious persecution of the Puritans in 
England, the Company recognized that not only could Massachusetts be a 
profitable trading company, it could also be a haven for Puritans to escape to for 
purely religious reasons.  Accordingly, the Company reorganized so that the 
original royal charter could be sent to Massachusetts and there would be only one 
Governor, the one residing in Massachusetts.    
 
 The Company also chose John Winthrop as the new Governor and he arrived 
in Massachusetts on June 12, 1630, bringing with him the original copy of the 
royal charter and between 700- 1,000 new settlers and took over from John 
Endecott.  Thus, Winthrop was the first of governor of a new entity now called 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, as opposed to Massachusetts Bay Company.  Shortly 
after his arrival Winthrop also moved the capital of the Colony from Salem to 
Boston.  In the ensuing decade, 16,000-20,000 settlers emigrated to America due to 
the turmoil in England and this became known as the “Great Migration.”  
 
 Thus, up to this point, Winthrop had been chosen the same way Cradock and 
Endecott had been, by a small board and not in a public election.  In 1631, 
however, the system changed so that instead of being chosen by the seven men of 
the Company, Winthrop became the first Governor of Massachusetts to be elected 
by the people he actually governed in America.  (Later, John Endecott was also 
elected Massachusetts Governor in this way – more than anyone in history.) 
 
 On top of this, Winthrop was a wealthy Cambridge University graduate and 
a deep religious thinker and writer.  He made famous the phrase “A city upon a 
hill,”  to describe the ideals to which the colonists should strive, which  U.S. 
Presidents have since cited to prove American exceptionalism.  He also wrote a 
history of Massachusetts in the 1630s and 40s.  For all these reasons, some people 
call John Winthrop the first Governor of Massachusetts.  
 
 Historian Joseph Felt, however feels differently.  On page 106 of his 
“Annals of Salem,”  he talks about a May 8, 1629 letter from the Company to John 
Endecott and says it 
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was directed to ‘Captain Jo: Endecott Esquire, Governor,’ and others of his 
council.  This address is thus particularly quoted in order to notice an error 
of rank.  Various authorities have placed Mr. Winthrop, as first in the series 
of magistrates for our commonwealth.  But the same body, who conferred on 
him this station, did so no less previously for Mr. Endicott.  Besides the 
latter was alike empowered by the Dorchester patentees, before the former 
 had an connection with the settlement of this soil.  The rule, which 
required  John Carver to be accounted Governor of Plymouth colony 
prior to William Bradford, gives Mr. Endicott similar precedency to Mr. 
Winthrop.  The  quotation just made from the Company’s letters shows 
that they who  elected both of these gentlemen had no doubt but that 
such order of rank  should be observed.   True, these worthies, conversant 
with realities far  above those of earth, cherish no anxious thoughts on this 
question.  Still,  mistakes in the record of their temporal honors should be 
corrected and  stand out on the page of history. 

 
 Another way to put it is that John Endecott was the first and only Governor 
of the Massachusetts Bay Company, the pioneer plantation which preceded the 
transfer of the whole Massachusetts government from Old England to New 
England and as such he must always hold a unique place in Massachusetts history.  
He then went on to be elected to the governorship more than anyone else in 
history. 
 
 Much has been written elsewhere about John’s general activities as 
Governor but since space is limited here, we focus now primarily on his military 
service. 

The Title “Captain” 
 
 It has traditionally been thought that John had some kind of military 
experience prior to coming to America and that is why he is often referred to as 
Captain Endecott.  For example, one of the major historians who perpetuated this 
notion was Samuel Elliot Morrison, who in his “Oxford History of the American 
People” said, referring to the founders of the Massachusetts Bay Company,  
“Under a stout soldier named John Endecott, this group settled Salem.”  
 
 This would be similar to Captain Miles Standish, say, whose military record 
is documented and who was hired by the Pilgrims as military advisor to help settle 
the Plymouth colony.  
  
 As we can see above, Sir Roper Lethbridge, alluded to the title Captain  in 
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"Hands Across the Sea.”  But the only source he gives for John being a captain is 
an 1847 paper in the “New England Historical and Genealogical Register,” vol. I., 
page 335, where it says  “It is also stated that Governor John Endecott – who is 
always styled ‘Captain’ in the early American records – had probably held the rank 
of Captain when fighting against the Spaniards in the Low Countries, and his 
corselet had evidently been preserved at Drewston, for it was appraised at £1 in the 
inventory of the household effects of John Endecott, senior.” Other than this, there 
is no direct corroborating evidence of any prior military service for John and 
specifically for the story that he fought the Spanish in the Netherlands prior to 
coming to America.  
 
 However, there is more circumstantial evidence.  When the matter was put 
to David Trim, Director of Archives. Statistics and Research, General Conference 
of Seventh-Day Adventists, and a world authority on Puritans serving in the 
“States Army,” that is, the Dutch army in their war of independence against Spain, 
he deemed the story “plausible.” He said it was quite common for leaders of 
Puritan settlements to have been veterans of the Dutch war for Independence. 
 
 According to Trim, though, it is unlikely that John was a Captain in the 
States Army (as opposed to an ensign, lieutenant, or NCO, say) because Trim has a 
database of hundreds of English soldiers serving  in that army and there is no John 
Endecott listed there.  But he adds:  
 
 Thus, while I have never come across an Endicott serving in the 
 Netherlands, that certainly does not mean that he did not.  In fact,   
 given that perhaps a majority of the early officials in both Virginia and 
 Massachusetts had some experience serving the Dutch and/or the 
 Huguenots, on the face of it, it is plausible.  What one can say is that almost 
 certainly he had not been a captain in Dutch pay.  He may have served in 
 the Netherlands either as a gentleman volunteer or an ensign, lieutenant, or 
 indeed an NCO, since in this period gentlemen very often served as 
 corporals and sergeants.”  
 
 There is no record, either, of Myles Stanish holding a commission even 
though it is known through other sources that he served in and around Leiden until 
1616, under the command of Captain Adolf Meetkerken and Horatio De Vere. So 
it is assumed that he was a noncommissioned officer.  
 
 Trim goes on to say: “As to whether he might be called "captain" if he hadn't 
been a captain, the answer is, probably not.  The key would be when he first is 
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called that in sources.  If after he arrived in the New World, then it might simply be 
that he had been appointed (or elected) captain of the local militia.  If he is called 
captain before that, then he might have been a captain in the English trained bands 
(the militia), or possibly in Ireland - or, of course, in the Netherlands.” 
 
 It turns out there is evidence that the title Captain was first used in England.  
For example, we have the 1629 letter below from page 87 of Joseph Felt’s “Annals 
of Salem,” a legal document referring to John as a Captain: 
 
 GENERAL COURT IN LONDON April 30.  They order that thirteen  of 
such as shalbe reputed the most wyse, honest, expert and discreete persons resident 
upon the said Plantacon shall haue the sole managing and ordering of the 
gouerment and our affairs there, who to the best of  their judgments are to endeavor 
soe to settle the same, as may make most to the glory of God, the furtherance and 
such and advancement of  this hopeful Plantacon, the comfort, encouragement and 
future benefit of vs and others, the beginners and presecutors of this, soe 
 laudable a worke.  The said thirtene persons soe appointed, to bee entyled by 
the name of  the Gouvernor and Councell of London’s Plantacon in the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England.  And having taken into due consideracon the 
merit, worth and good desert of Capt  John Endecott, and others lately gone over 
from hence with purpose to reside and continue there, wee haue with full consent 
and authoritie of  this Court and by erecon of hands, chosen and elected the said 
Capt. John Endecott to the place of present Gouernor of our said Plantacon.  
 
 That is not the only document using the term Captain.  There is a 
February 28, 1628 bill of lading for John’s trip to the New World including some 
of the people on the trip: “… besides ye charge of Capten John Endecott, his 
wife….” 
 
 Another document is the May 28, 1629 Second General Letter of Instruction 
from the Council of London Planters in Massachusetts Bay that    
refers to John as Captain, appoints him governor of the plantation at Salem, and 
directs him to undertake the military organization of the trading post and 
settlement.   
 
 In sum, because the title Captain is used to refer to John before going to 
America,  David Trim believes that John  did, indeed, have some kind of military 
experience prior to coming to the New World and that the only question remaining 
is what kind of military service.  
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Surviving in America 
 
 When John and his small group arrived in Naumkeag, their first task was to 
convince Roger Conant and his small band of settlers who were already there that 
Endecott’s authority ought to now prevail.  This was done and to commemorate the 
peaceful transfer of power, the name Naumkeag was changed to Salem, the 
Hebrew word for peace. 
 
 The next task was simply to survive.  Many were sick from the voyage to 
America and indeed, John’s first wife, Ann Gouer, was among those who died in 
the first year.  As far as military preparedness goes, the only thing the group 
accomplished was to provide local security in and around their dwellings.   It was 
fortunate that, at this early stage, the Native American population remained 
passive.  In fact, for the first two years of the colony, the militia was only used for 
defense. 
 

Winthrop Arrives with Soldiers 
 
 When John Winthrop arrived in 1630 to take over the Governorship of 
Massachusetts Bay, he brought with him over several weeks about 1,000 new 
settlers and two men with documented military records, John Underhill (1597-
1672) and Daniel Patrick (1605-1643).  Underhill had served as a cadet in service 
to Prince William, the Prince of Orange in the Netherlands.  Patrick had served as a 
common soldier in the Prince of Orange’s Guard.  
 
 These two men were charged by Winthrop to “instruct the men of the new 
colony in military tactics and direct any warlike operations which might be 
necessary in defense of the settlement.”  This has led some, such as Teddy H. 
Sanford, Jr. to conclude in his “The Military History of John Endecott,”  found on 
the Endecott-Endicott Family website, that Winthrop would not have done this had 
John Endecott been an experienced soldier.  On the other hand, in 1634, John was 
nominated to be one of the seven military commissioners for the colony. 
 

John Endecott Defaces the King’s Colors 
 
 In 1634, Charles I, the King of England, tried to force the Puritans in 
Massachusetts to celebrate the ceremonies of the Church of England.   John, being 
a staunch Puritan, opposed the Church of England because he thought it was too 
much like the Catholic Church.   Furthermore, since mixing religion, soldiering, 
and politics, as was common at that time, John may have been inflamed by the 
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fiery eloquence of the Puritan preacher Roger Williams, to the point that John 
ordered that the Cross of St. George in the colonial banner be defaced because, as 
he put it, it “savored Popery.”   
 
 Even though Governor Winthrop was a good friend of John Endecott’s, 
Winthrop explained why something had to be done to punish John:  “Much matter 
was made of this, as fearing it would be taken as an act of rebellion, or of like high 
nature, in defacing the king's colors; though the truth were, it was done upon this 
opinion, that the red cross was given to the king of England by the Pope, as an 
ensign of victory, and so a superstitious thing, and a relic of Antichrist."   
 
 In other words, Winthrop sympathized with his friend’s actions, but he knew 
he had to do something official to punish John, lest the King do something drastic, 
such as revoking the colony’s charter.  It must be remembered that this was a 
period of religious turmoil in England, with Charles having married a Catholic and 
supporting the Catholic-like Church of England in one camp, and the Puritans who 
opposed the Catholic Church in another other camp.  
 
  So, a committee of four magistrates was convened to consider John’s act, 
and they found "his offence to be great, namely rash and without discretion, taking 
upon him more authority than he had. . ." and John was barred from holding any 
public office for one year, thus showing the King that it was not the colony’s intent 
to revolt.  After this one year, however, John was elected to high office again and 
again.  
 
 Furthermore, following John’s actions, Massachusetts standard bearers were 
given permission to devise any kind of flag they wanted and, without exception, 
they removed the red cross of St. George from their flags and for the next 50 years, 
the flag of Massachusetts Bay was a red rectangle with an unadorned white square 
in the upper left hand corner. 
 
 Since this flag has become known as the “Endicott Flag,” and is one of the 
oldest personal ensigns in America today, it is worth explaining in more detail 
what the flag looked like because there have been several misconceptions.   
 
 Unfortunately, however, there is no definitive contemporary statement as to 
exactly what the colonial flag in question looked like either before or after 
defacement and one can only guess.  The traditional guess – but not the only guess 
-- is that it was the red British naval ensign with the red cross of St. George in a 
white square in the upper left hand corner.   So, tradition is that when John cut out 
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the cross, what was left was a blank white square on a red banner, which has 
become known as the “Endicott flag.”  
 
 
 

 
 
             The Endicott Flag  
 
 The problem, however, is that we don’t know with certainty what the 
background color of the flag in question was, and we know from a contemporary 
account that only “a piece” of the cross was removed, not the whole cross.   So it 
may be that the immediate result of John’s handiwork did not entirely resemble 
what has come to be known as the Endicott flag.  However, it is known with 
certainty that what John did expressed a commonly held feeling at the time that the 
red cross of St. George smacked of popery and thus should be removed from the 
Massachusetts flag, which it was.  
 
 This act of defacing the flag became a legend in the early history of the 
United States, especially since the noted author Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864), 
who was from Salem,  Massachusetts., wrote a story about it in 1837,  called “John 
Endecott and the Red Cross. ” Hawthorne had been deeply influenced by Salem 
historian Joseph B. Felt’s “Annals of Salem.”   Hawthorne’s story ends like this: 
 
 With a cry of triumph, the people gave their sanction to one of the 
 boldest exploits which our history records.  And, for ever honored be the 
 name of Endicott!  We look back through the mist of ages, and  recognize, 
 in the rending of the Red Cross from New England's banner, the first omen 
 of that deliverance which our fathers consummated, after the bones of the 
 stern Puritan had lain more than a century in the dust. 
 
 There is one more story associated with the defacing of the King’s colors, 
one having to do with the sword that John supposedly used to do it. 
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 In 1935 William Crowninshield Endecott willed both the sword and the 
Original Portrait of John Endecott to the State of Massachusetts, who finally got 
the items in 1941 and for many years, they publicly displayed the sword (but not 
the portrait).    
 
 In his 1924 “Memoir of Samuel Endicott,” William C. Jr.  says this about the 
sword : “The portrait has been handed down from the oldest son to the oldest son 
through nine generations as well as the sword with which the Governor cut the 
cross out of the King’s colors.” 
 
 In 1991, however, thinking it might be interesting to make copies of the 
sword for himself and a few relatives, William T. Endicott asked Massachusetts 
about the authenticity of the sword.  But he abandoned the project after 
Massachusetts informed him that a noted expert, Walter J. Karcheski, Jr (died 
2006).,  said the sword had been made sometime in the 1700s and thus could not 
possibly have been used by John Endecott.  In other words, the vaunted sword was 
a fake.  Today, Massachusetts still has the sword, but it has been removed from 
public display and banished to a store room out of sight.   It is noted that the sword 
clealry resembles the German “Hirschfänger” design, a short sword used to 
dispatch wounded deers and which first appeared in the mid-17th century.  
 

Illegitimate Son 
 
 On pages 67-70 of his 1936 biography “John Endecott,” author Lawrence 
Shaw Mayo lays out the case that John Endecott had an illegitimate son, also 
named John, sometime prior to 1628 when Governor John came to America.  It 
raises interesting speculation as to whether there could be any Endicott 
descendants from this line.   
 

Here are excerpts from what Mayo wrote: 
 
 …John Endecott must have experienced days of introspection when his 
 mistakes present and past weighed heavily on his mind.  On such 
 occasions his gloomy thoughts sometimes took him back across the  Ocean 
to Old England and focused now and then upon a small boy,  named John 
Endecott, who was growing up there.  That boy’s existence  was due to an 
amorous episode in earlier years of which  Endecott was  
 now ashamed…. 
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 And then Mayo quotes a letter by John showing how he contributed £40 to 
the maintenance of this child.  The letter was written to “worthie ffriend Doctor 
Sameull Read…at the frying pan in new High-street hill, London” and says: 
 
 
 
 
 Dear Sir: 
 
 I was bold formerly to address one letter unto you concerninge  one  
 Roger Dandy in Shooe Lane, at the Cockpitt yard.  The business I  doubt 
not you know, and myselfe ashamed to write of.  I beseech you  according to my 
former request, which is the same I make you now  againe, that you will be pleased 
to end that business: you shall receive 40£  of Mr. Emmanuel Downing, Esq., one 
of the Attorneys of the Court of  Wards, or more if it be needful.  If you can 
agree cheaper, I shall think my  selfe much bound unto you.  Onely I would  not by 
any meanes have this  boy sent over: Mr. Peter hath taken order for the money.   
If there be any  thing wherein I may doe you service here, I shall not be 
backward.  The  Lord in mercie keepe you, to whose blessed protection I 
commit you and  rest  
 
    You much obliged ffriend 
     To command 
 
       Jo: Endecott 
 
 I pray you call for a writing of Roger Dandy  it is a deede of sale of a  house 
now fallen into my hands 
 
 Salem the 25th of 10th moneth 
 
 At the bottom of the page, Mayo says Dr. Read made the following notation: 
“Re febr. 16th 1635  -- answeared the 2d of May 1637.”  
 
 And finally Mayo adds this: 
 
 Thirteen years later – in March, 1650/1 – a man named John Endecott  died 
 in Barbados.  It has been conjectured that this was the person who as a 
 “poore boy” had been so much on the mind of John  Endecott of Salem 
 in New England in the early years of the Bay Colony.  
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 (Note. The following confirms Mayo’s statement.  The New England 
 Historical and Genealogical Register, January 1913, page 369, has this 
 entry: 
  

“From the Registers of Christ Church Parish  
 1650 John the son of John Indicott buried 6 March [1650/1] )” 
 
 Would having an illegitimate son be a big obstacle to John Endecott being 
chosen to head the Puritan Massachusetts Bay Company in Massachusetts, or 
being elected by his constituents many times later?  Here is what Dr.  Francis 
Bremer, Professor Emeritus at Millersville University of Pennsylvania and an 
expert on the Puritans, had to say about it: 
 
 There is no provable answer to those questions, but my gut feelings based 
 on lots of years studying these folk are: 
 
 1] people knew of the transgression.  Certainly there is little evidence that  
 Endecott tried to hide it -- he named the child after himself, he made a point  
 of working through intermediaries to take care of the youth, and he 
 preserved copies of the correspondence (which made it to the 
 Massachusetts Historical Society for Mayo to use). 
 
 2] what was important to the puritans was not the transgression but 
 repentance.  At the core of their beliefs was the acknowledgment that all 
 men were sinners and unworthy of God's grace.  Even after a "born-again" 
 sense of God's caress they knew they were far from perfect and would 
 stumble.  Winthrop in his diary, Thomas Shepard in his autobiography, and 
 numerous other puritans recorded examples of their transgressions.  John 
 Cotton's son had a number of sexual affairs with members of his 
 congregations and yet was eventually forgiven and ended his life in the 
 ministry.  So given Endecott's repentance and efforts to serve God in New 
 England I don't think knowledge of an illegitimate son would  have 
 precluded his being elected. 
 
 When asked whether this ironically means that society today is probably 
more prudish on this score than the Puritans were, Bremer agreed: 
 
 I think that American society has become more prudish and more 
 unforgiving about sexual offenses than seventeenth century New 
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 Englanders.  The modern stereotype about the puritans is a mistaken image 
 that evolved at the height of the Victorian era and reflected Victorian 
 morality.  You could be censured or excommunicated from the  
 church for sinful behavior and yet still vote and hold office.  This isn't to  
 say that puritans didn't have high moral standards, but they accepted 
 themselves as sinful, which was the point I was trying to make…and his  
 rehabilitation was clearly sufficient for him to marry a cousin of Matthew  

Cradock, who was not only to be head of the Massachusetts Bay Company 
but a prominent London merchant.  So the point here would be that whatever 
rehabilitation was done it was accomplished before he was sent to 
Massachusetts to head the colony. 

 
 From August 11-15,  2014, William T. Endicott, the author of this book, 
found himself in Barbados and attempted to research the John Endecott who had 
died there.  Not only did William find records at the Department of Archives in 
Black Rock, St. James Parish,  indicating that a “John Indicott” (note the difference 
in spelling from what Mayo had) had indeed died there in 1650/1, the records state 
that this man’s father was also named John Indicott, which has led some to think 
this was Governor John Endecott.  William also saw the original Christ Church 
parish graveyard where this John Indicott was buried.  The actual grave, though, 
had been washed out to sea long ago.  Finally, William found that this John 
Indicott was married and had a son, also named John, and even two grandchildren, 
all of whom lived in Barbados.  The records showed no other Endicotts living in 
Barbados after that, though. 
 
 So, in sum, while William found that there was indeed a John Indicott living 
in Barbados and that he was the right age and name to have been the illegitimate 
son of the Governor, William found no evidence either proving or disproving the 
theory.  
 

Touching off the Pequot War 
 
 While John Endecott didn’t participate in the main part of the Pequot war, a 
raid he made in 1636 was what started it.   In August, 1636, Massachusetts 
Governor Henry Vane placed John Endecott at the head of a force and ordered him 
to make an amphibious landing on Block Island and kill all of the Indian men there 
and take captive the women and children.   
 
 The attack was nominally punishment for two separate killings of English 
traders, John Stone and his 7-man crew in 1634, and John Oldham in July 1636.  
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Pequots were held responsible for both. 
 
 But these events occurred in a larger context, the decades-long struggle for 
control of  modern-day Connecticut between the aggressive and expansionist 
Pequots and two groups of European settlers, first the Dutch and then, the New 
England Puritans and Pilgrims. 
 
 Through the use of diplomacy, coercion, intermarriage, and warfare, by 
1635 the Pequots had exerted their economic, political, and military control over 
the whole of modern-day Connecticut and eastern Long Island and, in the process, 
established a confederacy of dozens of tribes in the region.  
 
 But this was an uneasy confederacy because some of the subservient tribes 
resented their Pequot masters.   When English settlers from Massachusetts Bay and 
Plymouth moved to Connecticut, some of these subservient tribes saw allying with 
them as a way to get out from underneath the Pequots’ control. 
 
 This was the combustible situation that John Endecott entered into when 
attempting to carry out Governor Vane’s orders.  
 
 Captain John Underhill, who was a part of the Endecott raiding party, later 
wrote an account of it,  in 1638, called “News from America.”  He describes a 
raiding party of “100 well appointed soldiers under the conduct of Captained Ion 
Hen dicot.” He goes on to say that when Underhill and an advance team of “ dozen 
armed soldiers” approached the shore, suddenly “50 or 60 able fighting men” 
appeared and let fly a barrage of arrows at the intruders, striking one of them in the 
neck.   
 
 Underhill himself received an arrow through his coat sleeve an another in a 
glancing blow to his helmet.   He says the English were not able to return fire until 
they got up on the shore, but when they finally did discharge their muskets, the 
Indians fled.   He does not say that anyone was killed in this landing, either Indian 
or English. 
 
 Meanwhile, he says, “Colonell Hindecot made to the shore, and some of this 
number [of Indians - ed] also repulsed him at his landing, but hurt none.”  
 
 The account goes on to say that the English broke in to separate groups on 
shore and one of them, unable to find any Indians, “burnt and spoyled both houses 
and corne in great abundance.”  Another group exchanged fire with some Indians, 
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and Underhill reports that one Indian was killed.   
 
 Later, Underhill reports about more burning of houses, cutting down of 
corne and “destroyed some of their dogges instead of men.”  
 
 All told,  Underhill says the English killed 14 Indians over several days “& 
mained others.”   
 
 John Endecott had also been ordered to raid the Pequot harvest stores near 
the mouth of the Thames River, demand that the killers of John Oldham be turned 
over to him, demand a payment of 1,000 fathoms of wampum, and demand that 
some Pequot children be turned over to him as hostages.    
 
 Underhill reports that when the Pequots saw the Engish approach, they sent 
an “Ambassadour” to enquire why the English had come.  After hearing the above, 
the Ambassadour admitted the murder of John Stone, but said he had it coming for 
some previous misdeed, plus the Pequots thought he was Dutch, not English.  
  
 The English did not accept this explanation, claiming the Pequots knew full 
well the difference between an Englishman and a Dutchman and demanded the 
murderers be turned over to them.   The Ambassadour said he would take the 
message back to discuss with others.   
 
 After a period of time, the Englishmen determined the Pequots were stalling, 
and destroyed the Pequot village and seized its crop stores.   
 
 Underhill concludes this portion of his report as follows: 
 
 No Indians would come near us, but runne from us, as a Deere from the 
 dogges but having burnt and spoyled what we could light on, wee 
 imbarqued our men, and set sayle for the Bay, having ended this exploit 
 came off,  having one man wounded in the legge; but certaine numbers of 
 theirs slaine, and many wounded…”  
 
 Thus ends John Endecott’s part in the Pequot War. 
 
 On December 13, 1636, the Massachusetts General Court divided the 
Massachusetts militia into three regiments appointed John Endecott Colonel of one 
of them, the East Regiment – Salem, that included the areas of Salem, Saugus, 
Ipswich, and Newberry.  Some have cited this as John being the first commander 
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of the National Guard, but in order not to interrupt the flow of this narrative, the 
matter will be addressed in more detail below under the chapter called Colonial 
Militia.    
 
 By 1637, John’s 1636 expedition against the Pequots had provoked a larger 
war with the Pequots but one in which John himself had no further role.  The tribe, 
which had already been significantly reduced in size due to the smallpox epidemic 
of 1633, was defeated and scattered.  Many were also captured and sold into 
slavery or were given as slaves to tribes allied with the colonists.  Remnants of the 
tribe survived and can be found in parts of Connecticut to this day. 
 
 In military terms, the next few years were quiet for John, although rumors of 
war with the Indians led to the formation in 1643 of the New England 
Confederation, in which John played an important role.  The Confederation was  
designed to facilitate united action by the New England colonies against common 
external threats as well as internal matters such as dealing with escaped slaves and 
fugitives from justice. 
 
 Fallout from the English Civil War, which began in 1642, also permeated 
Boston during John’s tenure and led to a sort of military action on John’s part. Two 
ships, one with a Royalist captain, the other with a Parliamentarian captain, arrived 
in Boston at the same time, and the Parliamentarian sought to seize the Royalist 
ship.  After much deliberation, John's councils essentially supported the 
Parliamentarian position.  Thus the Parliamentarian was permitted to seize the 
Royalist vessel, and the colony also began seizing other Royalist vessels that came 
into port.  
 
 In 1645, Thomas Dudley was elected governor of Masschusetts and John, as 
a consolation, was made Sergeant-Major General, that is, given command of the 
colonial militia, reporting to the governor, a position he retained until 1649 when 
he was elected Governor again.  John was also once again made a governor's 
assistant, and was chosen to represent the colony to the Confederation in 1646.  
The threat of Indian conflicts in neighboring colonies prompted the colony to raise 
its defensive profile, in which John played a leading role.  These preparations, 
however, resulted in the Indians calling off their threats of war and making a peace 
treaty with the Confederation. 
 
 Once elected Governor in 1649, John remained in that position with the 
exception of 1650, until his death in 1665.   His only military involvement during 
that time consisted in maintaining good enough relations with the Indians that no 
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trouble resulted.  
John Endecott and the Quakers 

 
 Regarded today as the major stain on the reputation of John Endecott is the 
fact that he ordered the hanging of four Quakers, William Robinson, Marmaduke 
Stephenson, Mary Dyer, and William Leddra.  While some famous writers like 
Hawthorne portrayed John in a good light, others, such as John Greenleaf Whittier 
(a Quaker) and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, used his actions against the 
Quakers to portray him in a bad light.    
 
 To understand what happened one has to appreciate how much more than 
now religion dominated European public life then, how contentious religious 
beliefs were then, how the military and financial power of certain groups over 
others was all part of this, and how wars were being fought over religion, people 
were being burned at the stake because of it, and others were trying to flee from it. 
 
 The general scene was much like in the Middle East today, where the 
concept of religious freedom that we take for granted in America nowadays did not 
exist then and governments were really theocracies that melded church and state 
rather than separated them, thus casing many disputes. 
 
 In the 17th century, such a dispute was well underway in England between 
Protestant groups, such as the Puritans and the Pilgrims, and the Church of 
England, which the Puritans and Pilgrims either wished to reform or  to separate 
from because they felt it had not divorced itself sufficiently from the Roman 
Catholic Church.    
 
 Many in both of these groups and in other groups, such as the Quakers, saw 
this as reason to leave for the New World and set up their own communities.  
While the belief today is that these groups were seeking “religious freedom,” in 
reality, they were seeking it only for themselves, they were not offering it to all 
peoples of all faiths.   
 
 Such was the Massachusetts Bay Colony.   According to a lecture called 
“What it Meant to be a Puritan – the Case of John Endecott,” delivered at Endicott 
College in Beverly, Massachusetts on June 20, 2012 by Dr. Francis Bremer, 
Professor Emeritus, at the University of Pennsylvania,  John Endecott’s 
community believed that it had to be kept apart from the other sects, some of 
which, such as the Quakers, they even regarded as the work of the devil.   In other 
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words, the Puritans thought of themselves as being godly for resisting outsiders 
like the Quakers and they expected John Endecott to be their enforcer. 
 
 On top of this, according to another lecture, “John Endecott and the 
Quakers” delivered on the same day and at the same place by Dr. Dane Morrison 
of Salem State University, Quakers then were not at all like the peaceful Quakers 
of today.  They were much more confrontational, more “in your face,” like 
Vietnam war protestors who threw blood on draft board records, conducted sit-ins 
to disrupt normal life, and publicly insulted government officials. 
 
 In this context, then, imagine Quakers arriving uninvited at the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, crashing its party, so to speak.  Imagine the Quakers in 
the most confrontational way urging the people in the Puritan community to stop 
following the Puritan way and start following the Quaker way.   
 
 For example, in 1658, according to Professor Morrison, the Quaker 
Humphrey Norton arrived from England with the express purpose of overthrowing 
the Puritan administration in Massachusetts.  During a sermon he got up and 
publicly challenged the Puritan minister.   
 
 The Puritans were terrified.  They thought this was the work of the devil and 
that all their sacrifices had been for naught.  Their reaction? Whip him and banish 
him from the colony!   
 
 At the end of 1658 the Massachusetts legislature enacted a law saying that 
all Quakers should be banished on pain of death.  
 
 But the Quakers kept coming back.  Three of them were William Robinson, 
Marmaduke Stephenson, and Mary Dyer.  Mary Dyer had started out as a Puritan 
in the Massachusetts Colony but then started to espouse different views and thus 
was sent away from  Massachusetts.   She went to England, became a Quaker, and 
then returned to Massachusetts, where she was sent away for a second time.  
 
 She then went to Connecticut, preached Quakerism there, and got arrested 
there, too.  After her release, she returned to Massachusetts to visit two other 
Quakers who had been arrested there, William Robinson and Marmaduke 
Stephenson.  She was arrested again.  
 
 This time, John Endecott, following the 1658 Massachusetts law, 
pronounced a death sentence on the three.  It was carried out on Robinson and 
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Stephenson, but at the last minute through the intercession of her son, Mary was 
reprieved and sent away a third time.  
 
 But in May, 1660, she returned for a fourth time.  In the meantime other 
Quakers had also appeared, also being subject to the ultimate penalty, but they had 
not been executed.   
 
 After ten days John Endecott, at the bidding of the courts, sent for her, and 
asked her if she were the same Mary Dyer who had been there before.   It was 
pointed out that all she had to do to be spared was to say no.  But she said yes, she 
was the same one, and this time she was executed.   
 
 Later, in March 1661, a fourth Quaker, William Leddra was executed, 
bringing the total executions under John to four.   
 
  Finally King Charles II decreed an end to it, by authorizing the letter below 
to be sent to John, an incident immortalized in John Greenleaf Whittier’s poem, 
“The King’s Missive:” 
 
 CHARLES R.  
 
 Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well.  Having been  
 informed that several of our subjects among you, called Quakers,  
 have been and are imprisoned by you, whereof some have been  
 executed, and others (as hath been represented unto us) are  
 in danger to undergo the like; we have thought fit to signify  
 our pleasure in that behalf for the future, and do hereby require,  
 that if there be any of those people called Quakers amongst  
 you, now already condemned to suffer death or other corporal  
 punishment; or that are imprisoned, and obnoxious to the like  
 condemnation, you are to forbear to proceed any further therein;  
 but that you forthwith send the said persons (whether condemned  
 or imprisoned) over into their own kingdom of England, together  
 with their respective crimes or offences laid to their charge; to  
 the end such course may be taken with them here as shall  
 be agreeable to our laws and their demerits.  And for so doing,  
 these our letters shall be your sufficient warrant and discharge.  
 
 Given at our Court, at Whitehall, the 9th day of September  
 1661, in the 13th year of our reign.  
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 To our trusty and well-beloved John Endicott, Esq., and  
 to all and every other governor or governors of our plantations  
 of New England, and of all the colonies thereunto belonging,  
 that now are, or hereafter shall be; and to all and every the  
 ministers and officers of our plantations and colonies whatsoever,  
 within the continent of New England.  
 
  By his Majesty’s command,  
 
 WILLIAM MORRIS. 
 
  
 In June of 1684, long after John’s death, the actions against the Quakers that 
King Charles had stopped was one of the reasons the King gave for revoking the 
royal charter given to Massachusetts in 1629.   
 
 Starting in 1686, a new king, James II combined present day New England 
plus New York and New Jersey into a new entity, the Dominion of New England, 
and began a system of again appointing royal governors instead of allowing them 
to be elected locally.  Although the entity was to change yet again with the creation 
of the Province of Massachusetts Bay in 1691 that combined Massachusetts and 
Plymouth, the governor was always appointed by the crown until the American 
Revolution.  The last of these appointed governors was General Thomas Gage who 
was recalled to England in June, 1775, following the battle of Bunker Hill.  
  
 In sum, by serving as the first (and only) governor of the  Massachusetts Bay 
Company in America, John Endecott, this religious zealot representing a theocratic 
government, touched off a process of intensifying uneasiness with England and a 
quest for independence that ultimately helped trigger the American Revolution.  
And by serving as the governor of its succeeding entity, the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, longer than anyone else in history, he led a colony that attracted thousands 
of like-minded settlers in creating the “Protestant Work Ethic,” so significant in 
forming the character of the United States.  It stressed self-government, community 
responsibility, the importance of education, a belief in moral excellence, hard 
work, thrift, and lack of ostentation.  Could all this have been accomplished 
without the discipline of religious zeal?   Ironically, however, one could also argue 
that as a leader of  religious intolerance, John helped spark a reaction to it that led 
to the separation of church and state thought so important in America today as well 
as to making Massachusetts today the most liberal state in the Union.  
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*** 

 
COLONIAL MILITIA È 

 
 Long before there was a United States Army, or even a National Guard of 
the United States, there were local militias in colonial America.  Because of this 
history, there has been a long-standing debate in this country as to whether we 
should have just career soldiers defend the nation, or also citizen-soldiers, part-
time soldiers.  
 
 In a way, Governor John Endecott is actually at the center of this matter 
because both the State of Massachusetts and the U.S. Federal Government 
recognize Salem, Massachusetts as the founding site of today’s National Guard, the 
bastion of the citizen-soldier.  
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 And the first to command the Salem militia was none other than John 
Endecott, which had led some to claim he was the first commander of what is now 
called the National Guard of the United States. 
 
 It was not controversial for Massachusetts to designate Salem as the 
birthplace of the National Guard – in 2010, Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick 
signed a law designating it as such -- but it was controversial for the Federal 
Government to do so.   In 2012, U.S. Representative John Tierney, Democrat of 
the Massachusetts 6th Congressional District, introduced a bill to proclaim Salem 
as the birthplace of the National Guard in the Republican-controlled U.S. House of 
Representatives and it actually passed on March 28, 2013.  But then, ironically, 
when Massachusetts Senator John Kerry, a Democrat, tried to get a similar bill, S. 
2013, through the Democrat-controlled US Senate, it failed.  
 
 When William T. Endicott asked a staffer on the Senate Appropriations 
Committee what the hold-up in the Senate was, he was told  that the Department of 
Defense historian objected to S. 2013 because he felt that Washington, D.C. was 
the birthplace of the National Guard because that’s where it was first federalized in 
1903.  In exchange for federal dollars, he argued, for the first time the state militias 
were now required to meet certain U.S. Army standards, perform a certain number 
of drills and undergo Army inspections and this represents the founding of the 
National Guard.  
 
 William T. then pointed out that the website of the National Guard at 
http://www.nationalguard.mil said this:  “The history of the National Guard began on 
December 13, 1636, when the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
ordered the organization of the Colony's militia companies into three regiments: 
The North, South and East Regiments.” 
 
 But the Senate staffer explained there are in effect two organizations 
representing the National Guard.  First there’s the National Guard, which is not a 
federal organization, but rather a representative of all the State National Guards.  
Then, there’s the National Guard of the United States, which is the Department of 
Defense entity that runs the federalized National Guard.  Bottom line:  The 
National Guard said Salem, Mass, was the birthplace of the National Guard, but 
the National Guard of the United State said Washington DC was.  
 
 But on December 21, 2012,  legislation recognizing Salem as the birthplace 
of the National Guard finally passed the Senate and President Obama signed it into 
law on January 10, 2013.   The law, Public Law 112-241, mentions John Endecott 
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in the very first paragraph (although it misspells his name):  
 
(a) FINDINGS – Congress makes the following findings: 
 (1) In 1629, Captain John Endicott organized the first militia in the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in Salem…. 
 
 After the Revolution, there was a feeling that standing armies were bad 
because their very existence would make wars more likely.  Better, it was thought, 
to rely on the citizen-soldier.  This would be a citizen first and soldier second, only 
in the time of emergency, a “minuteman” who could set aside his civilian 
profession and rally to the colors when needed. 
 
 The system worked well enough in early American history when military 
skills were elementary and easily learned and when there was time to prepare even 
after war had been declared.   But as time went on and war became more complex 
because it called on increasingly larger units of men and more technologically 
complex weaponry, it became obvious that the United States needed at least a 
cadre of professional soldiers, buttressed by academies at West Point and 
Annapolis to train officers for it. 
 
 Nevertheless, states rights, which has always been a fundamental  tenet of 
the U.S. governmental system and includes to this day state differences in legal 
systems, educational systems and tax systems, also demanded that the States 
should keep their own armies.   
 
 Thus, during the Civil War, the small standing Federal army had to be vastly 
augmented by the States placing state militias temporarily under Federal control.  
 
 Over time tensions grew between the career soldiers in the standing army 
and citizen-soldiers in the National Guard, especially after the United States 
became entangled in foreign wars and war became even more complex.  Simply 
stated, the careerists regarded the National Guardsmen as amateurish and the 
National Guardsmen, recalling George Washington’s admonition to rely primarily 
on citizen-soldiers, regarded the careerists as narrowly interested in petty military 
politics and occupied with promotion.  
 
 Gradually, over U.S. history, however, the balance of power has tipped more 
and more in the favor of the careerists.   Between 1877 and 1903, the National 
Guard was stigmatized by being called upon on more than 300 occasions to 
perform strike police duty, which was onerous for soldiers who came from the 
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same communities as the strikers and the National Guard’s reputation suffered for 
generations thereafter.  
 
 On top of that, the Army created the Army Reserve, thus diluting the 
National Guard as the only other source of manpower.   The Army has taken over 
even more.  Today, National Guard units have been deployed to Iraq and 
Afghanistan, often for multiple tours, just as though they were Regular Army units, 
instead of spending most of their time at home taking care of local emergencies 
such as hurricanes, floods, and earthquakes, which was what was supposed to be 
their primary mission.    
 
 
ENDICOTTS IN THE COLONIAL MILITIA 
 
ZERUBBABEL ENDECOTT (February 14, 1635 - March 27, 1684)  
 He was the second son of Governor John Endecott and since he was the only 
one to have children – 10 of them – most Endicotts in America descend from him.  
(In should be noted, however, that in his will John Endecott spelled the name 
“Zerobabel.”)  
 
 In 1665, Zerubbabel was an Ensign in a military company in Salem, 
Massachusetts, although his main occupation was physician.  Ensign was the 
lowest rank of commissioned officer in infantry regiments of the British Army at 
the time, more or less like  Second Lieutenant is in the US Army  today.  It was the 
duty of Ensigns to carry the colors of the regiment, or the ensign – hence the name. 
The unit color marked the location of the commander and was thus an important 
rallying point for the troops. 
 
 On an entirely different matter, the name Zerubbabel is worthy of comment 
since it is so unusual.  In essence, it tells volumes about New England Puritanism 
and its identification with the ancient Hebrews. 
 
 The Hebrew Zerubbabel was  a governor of the Persian Province of Judah 
and he led the first group of Israelites who returned from the Babylonian Captivity. 
Zerubbabel also laid the foundation of the Second Temple in Jerusalem soon after. 
 
 The New England Puritans, such as Zerubbabel’s father John Endecott, 
strongly identified with both the historical traditions and customs of the ancient 
Hebrews of the Old Testament. The Puritans viewed their emigration from 
England as a virtual re-enactment of the Jewish exodus from Egypt: England was 
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Egypt, the English king was Pharaoh, the Atlantic Ocean their Red Sea, America 
was the Land of Israel, and the Indians were the ancient Canaanites.  The Puritans 
were the new Israelites, entering into a new covenant with God in a new Promised 
Land. 
 
 You can see, therefore, that in naming his son Zerubbabel, John Endecott 
hoped that his son would help deliver the New England Puritans from oppression 
in England, just as the namesake had delivered the Israelites. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  Historical collections of the Danvers Historical Society, Volume 4, 
1916, page 82 
  2. http://www.christianity-
revealed.com/cr/files/puritansweremorejewishthanprotestants.html 
  3.ttp://www.bostonherald.com/news/regional/ 
view.bg?articleid=1275983 

4. The Minuteman, by Gary Hart, The Free Press, 1998 
5. http://www.nationalguard.mil/jointstaff/ 

*** 
JOHN ENDICOTT 
 He was a Second Lieutenant under the command of Colonel Edward 
Winslow in the Regiment of the Militia of the town of Boston as reported in the 
New England Weekly Journal of February 26, 1733. 
  
 Sources: 
  1. http:infoweb.newsbank.com downloaded 22 February 2011. 
 

*** 
 

KING PHILIP’S WAR È 
 
           King Philip's War, fought in 1675 and 1676, was the first major war 
between the English colonists and the Indians.  It is regarded as the single greatest 
calamity in seventeenth century Puritan New England and is considered by many 
to be the deadliest war in the history of European settlement in North America in 
proportion to the population.   
 
 Consider the following:  The population of New England colonists totaled 
about 80,000 people, living in 110 towns.   1,000 colonists died in the war, out of 
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the approximately 16,000 men of military age, and more than half of New 
England's towns were attacked by the Indians.  Indian casualties were much higher, 
with 3,000 being killed out of a population of about 10,000.  
 
 The war derives its name from the Indian Alliance headed by Metacom, or 
King Philip, as he was known to the colonists, who was the Grand Sachem of the 
Pokanoket and Wampanoag tribes.  He was, ironically, the son of Massasoit, who 
joined the Pilgrims in the first Thanksgiving in 1621.  
 
          Other tribes in King Philip’s Alliance were the Nipmucks, Pocumtucks, 
Sqakheags, Norwottocks, and the Narragansetts.  King Philip tried to bring the 
mighty Mohawk tribe into the war by having a small group of Mohawks killed and 
blaming it on the colonists.  One of the group survived, however, and reported the 
trickery to the Mohawk chief who then attacked King Philip’s camp.  
 
         On the colonists’ side during King Phillip’s War were some of the Pequots 
who had fought against them in the Pequot war.  
 
 A key battle in the war came on the bitterly cold and stormy day of 
December 19, 1675.  The colonial militia from Plymouth Colony, Connecticut 
Colony, and Massachusetts Bay Colony were led to the main Narragansett 
settlement, a fort in a marsh, in South Kingstown, Rhode Island, by an Indian 
guide.   The fort was massive, 5 acres of land occupied by abut 1,000 Indians.  
After a fierce fight, which is called “The Great Swamp Fight”,  it is believed that at 
least 97 Narragansett warriors and 300-1,000 non-combatants were killed, 
The colonists’ losses were so heavy and the New England winter weather so cold, 
they were unable to pursue the fleeing Indians. 
 
         After more than a year and a half of constant warfare, in August of 1676, the 
hiding place of the  Indians loyal to King Philip was discovered near the 
Assowamet Swamp in Rhode Island.  In a battle there on August 12, King Philip 
was killed by an Indian whose English name was John Alderman and who 
was working with the colonists.  King Philip’s skull ended up on display in 
Plymouth where it remained for many years. 
 
         Altogether, during King Philip’s War, according to some estimates, more 
than eight percent of colonial adult males were killed.  The toll among the Indians 
was much worse.  Out of a pre-war population of 20,000, the Indians lost 2,000 
killed during the fighting; another 3,000 died from disease or starvation; and 
another 1,000 were shipped out of New England as slaves. 2,000 more fled to 
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Canada or the West.  It was one of the bloodiest and costliest wars in the history of 
North America.  More than half of New England's ninety towns were assaulted by 
Indian warriors and twelve were completely destroyed.   Among those towns 
burned  were: Brookfield, Deerfield, Groton, Lancaster, Marlboro, Medford, 
Plymouth, Providence, Rehoboth, Springfield, and Sudbury. 
 
         King Philip's War was the beginning of the development of a greater 
American identity, for the trials and tribulations suffered by the colonists gave 
them a national and group identity separate and distinct from subjects of the 
English Crown. 
 
 There was continuous fighting over the course of the war, but the major 
events were as follows: 
  
1662:   
DEATH OF WAMSUTTA.  He was the leader of the Wampanoag Indians, 
meaning he was the leader of all the Indian tribes between the Charles River in 
Massachusetts and Narraganset Bay in Rhode Island, including the tribes in eastern 
Rhode Island and eastern Massachusetts.  Wamsutta was also the brother of 
Metacomet, or King Philip.  In 1662 Wamsutta was summoned to and seized by 
the Plymouth Court. After being questioned, Wamsutta became ill and soon died 
mysteriously.  It is said this is what first made King Philip suspicious of the 
colonists and was one of the causes of King Philip’s war.  
 
December, 1674: 
JOHN SASSAMON TELLS PLYMOUTH KING PHILIP WILL ATTACK.   
Sassamon was an Indian convert, a Harvard graduate, and also an advisor to King 
Philip.   He was subsequently murdered.  
 
June 8, 1675: 
THREE INDIANS HANGED FOR MURDERING SASSAMON.  A jury with 
Indians on it found 3 Wampanoag Indians guilty of murdering Sassamon. 
 
June 20, 1675: 
SWANSEA ATTACKED.  A band of Indians, possibly with King Philip’s 
approval, staged the first attack of the war, killing several settlers. 
 
June 28,1675: 
WAMPANOAGS ATTACKED AT MOUNT HOPE. In response to the 
Swansea attack, officials from Plymouth and Boston sent a military expedition that 
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destroyed the Wampanoag town at Mount Hope (modern Bristol, Rhode Island).  
 
July 8, 1675: 
INDIANS ATTACK MIDDLEBOROUGH AND DARTMOUTH.  King Philip 
destroyed the town of Dartmouth, forced the evacuation of Middleboro , and then 
his group fled to central Massachusetts where they continued to raid, attack, and 
burn villages while gaining additional allies. 
 
July 14, 1675: 
INDIANS ATTACK MENDON IN PLYMOUTH COUNTY.  Multiple 
residents were killed and Albee’s Mill destroyed. 
 
August 2, 1675: 
INDIANS ATTACK BROOKFIELD.   
 
August 9, 1675: 
INDIANS ATTACK LANCASTER. 
 
Early September 1675: 
INDIANS ATTACK DEERFIELD, HADLEY AND NORTHFIELD 
 
September 9, 1675: 
NEW ENGLAND CONFEDERATION DECLARES WAR ON INDIANS.   
 
September 18, 1675: 
COLONIALS DEFEATED AT BLOODY BROOK.  Potumtuck Indians 
surprised and destroyed a small colonial force before being driven off by 
reinforcements.  Colonial casualties numbered about sixty. 
 
October 5, 1675: 
INDIANS ATTACK SPRINGFIELD.  The Potomtuck tribe attacked Springfield 
and destroyed more than half the town. 
 
November 2, 1675: 
COLONIAL MILITIA MOVES AGAINST INDIANS.  The Plymouth Colony 
governor, Josiah Winslow, led a combined force of colonial militia against the 
Narragansett tribe.  They burned several Indian towns that the Narragansetts had 
abandoned.  
 
December 19, 1675: 
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GREAT SWAMP FIGHT.  On a bitterly cold storm-filled day, the colonial 
militia from Plymouth Colony, Connecticut Colony and Massachusetts Bay 
Colony found and attacked the main Narragansett fort near modern South 
Kingstown, Rhode Island. It is believed that at least 97 Narragansett warriors and 
300-1,000 non-combatants were killed. The colonists’ losses were so heavy -- 
about 70 killed and nearly 150 wounded - -and the New England winter so cold, 
they were unable to pursue the fleeing Indians. 
 
March 12, 1676: 
INDIANS ATTACK PLYMOUTH.  This was the Indians’ high water mark.  
Even though Plymouth withstood the assault, the Indians had shown they could 
attack anywhere. 
 
March 26, 1676: 
“THE NINE MEN’S MISERY” INCIDENT.  Narragansett Indians ambushed 
colonial troops and killed nearly all of them, while the Indians lost only a handful 
of men.  The Narragansetts tortured to death 9 of the colonials.  
 
March 29, 1676: 
INDIANS COMPLETELY DESTROY PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND   
 
May18, 1676: 
MASSACHUSETTS MILITIA AMBUSHES NARRAGANSETTS.  A force of 
about 150 militia volunteers from Hadley, Northampton and Hatfield, 
Massachusetts, surprised a large group of Narragansett Indians at Peskeopscut at a 
water falls on the Connecticut River now called Turner’s Falls, and killed 100-200 
of them.  As many as 40 militiamen were killed on the retreat, though.  
 
June 12, 1676 
MARLBOROUGH.  Colonial forces routed 250 Indians near Marlborough, 
Massachusetts.  By this point, the war had turned.  The Narragansetts were 
completely defeated and their chief, Canonchet, had been killed in April. 
Furthermore, King Philip’s allies began to drift away. 
 
August 12, 1676 
DEATH OF KING PHILIP.  By early July, over 400 Indians had surrendered to 
the colonists, and Philip himself had taken refuge in the Assowamset Swamp.  
There he was shot and killed.  The war was nearly over except for a few attacks in 
Maine that lasted until 1677. 
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ENDICOTTS IN KING PHILIP’S WAR 
 
GILBERT ENDICOTT (baptized October 22, 1648, died October 18, 1716) 
 The name is spelled Indicott or Indecott in some sources.  The 1891 book, 
"Soldiers in the King Philip’s War 1675-1676," by George Madison Bodge, shows 
that Gilbert served in at least two different units during the war.  First, he did a 
stint in Captain Samuel Mosely’s Company and he was in the unit when it  was 
part of the relief force that engaged the Indians after the massacre of Captain 
Thomas Lathtrop’s Company at Bloody Brook, near Deerfield, in September of 
1675 and was in the Great Swamp fight in December of that year. 
 
 Secondly, Gilbert was a soldier under Captain John Jacobs, of Hingham, 
Massachusetts, enlisting on August 24, 1676.  In this capacity, he helped guard the 
frontier between Milton and the Plymouth Colony.   
 
 Gilbert was not a descendant of Governor John Endecott but instead a half-
nephew, being the son of the Governor’s half-brother, John Endicott of Marldon, 
Devonshire.   Gilbert came to America in1648 and his grandson was James 
Endicott (see below), a Massachusetts Captain in the American Revolution. 
 
         In terms of Endicott genealogy, then, Gilbert’s line is interesting because 
while estimates have been made that about 95% of all Endicotts in America 
descend from Governor John, obviously not all do and Gilbert is an example. 
 
 Ted Sanford, former President of the Endicott Family Association, has 
provided addition information on Gilbert’s life and the rest of this account comes 
from him.   
 
 After the war, Gilbert took advantage of a land grant he received in 1677, 
and moved into what is now Maine.  The grant was conditional and required him to 
build a house and settle there within a year.  He evidently never built the home and 
the land was turned back.   
 
 We next find him in 1682 when he had a mill at Cape Porpoise, a small 
village within the precincts of present day Kennebunkport, Maine.  On April 28, 
1686, he married Hannah Gooch (b. 1673) in the County of York, Maine. 
 
  Hannah was a survivor of a family that had been massacred by the Indians 
late in the King Philip’s War in 1676, being only three years old at the time.  After 
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only two years of marriage, however, their lives were changed by the advent of the 
King William’s War (1688-1697) which is also called “The First French and 
Indian War.”   
 
 Briefly, this was a continuation of the trouble between Protestants and 
Catholics in England.  A Catholic, King James II (1633-1697) was deposed by his 
own people at the end of 1688 and he fled to Catholic France.  King William III 
(1650-1702) and his wife, Queen Mary II (1662-1694), who were Protestants, then 
began their reign in England. 
 
 Soon after, England and other Protestant states in Europe were in a war 
against France.  In the New World, this pitted New France (Arcadia) which 
included Eastern Quebec, the Maritime Provinces, and Maine South to the 
Kennebec River, against New England.   
 
 Much of the fighting was between the Wabaneki Confederacy of Indians 
who supported France and the Iroquois Confederation that supported England.  
While there had been some small incidents previously, the first major fight was the 
Siege of Pemaquid (Bristol, Maine) in 1689 where the French and Indians were 
victorious and the defenders were either killed or captured.  In months to come, the 
fighting drifted down the coast with Indian raids against Falmouth all the way 
down to current day Haverhill, Massachusetts.  In the fall of 1689, two families 
were killed during a raid at Kennebunk.  This was too close for comfort for Gilbert 
and Hannah with their respective backgrounds from the King Philip’s War, and 
they left Maine.    
 
 Gilbert and Hannah were back in Dorchester, Massachusetts in 1690, and 
then moved to Reading by or before 1696.  They already had one son, John, but we 
have no information on what happened to him.  Their second son, James Indecott 
(March 10, 1696 -- October 21, 1767), was born in Reading.  
  
  Gilbert and his family then moved on to Canton where they built a home 
and were living there in 1700.  By 1702, Gilbert was running a tavern in Canton 
and he leased 100 acres of land there on 27 February 1704.  He also had some 
additional acreage in nearby Sharon.  
 
  In 1710, Gilbert and Hannah provided some land for their son James to 
build a home, even though James was only 14 at the time.  In any case, the home 
was built but then it was discovered that it was on the property of Reverend Morse.  
In time, the reverend was compensated with a new grant of land, but this was not 
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settled until 1726.   
 
 Gilbert did not live to see this resolved, dying on October 18, 1716 at age 68 
and was the first one buried at the Canton Corner Cemetery where his grave 
marker can still be seen (Plot I-13 Stone 19).    
 
 Sources: 
  1. Historic homes and places and genealogical and personal memoirs  
 relating to the families of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, 1908,   
 Volume 4 edited by William Richard Cutter, page 1459. 
  2.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Philip's_War 
  3. "Soldiers in the King Philip’s War 1675-1676," by George   
 Madison Bodge, 1891. 
  4.  Ted Sanford, “Out of the Mists of Time”, 2015 edition, pages 40- 
 41. 

*** 
 
 

FRENCH AND INDIAN WARÈ 
 
 The French and Indian War (1754-1763) was the last of 5 colonial wars 
lasting from 1689-1763, all but one of which involved fighting in North America 
as well as other parts of the world, and that lead directly to the American 
Revolution.  The wars were between Britain, and a number of other European 
countries, most importantly France and Spain over who was to dominate in North 
America, the Caribbean, and India.  Britain finally prevailed after the French and 
Indian War, but the cost was so high that it led to the taxes and other repressive 
measures that escalated into the American Revolution.  The French and Indian War 
gave many Americans (such as George Washington) valuable military experience 
and knowledge of British military methods that was to prove useful in the 
Revolution. 
 
 The six colonial wars of which the French and Indian War was part, were: 
 
1. 1689-1697. The War of the Grand Alliance, known in North America as King 
William’s War.  French armies and Native American allies raided English 
settlements in America.  England tried but failed to take Quebec. 
 
2. 1702-1713.   The War of the Spanish Succession, known in North America as 
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Queen Anne’s War.  French and Native American forces raided English 
settlements and English attempts to protect them mostly failed.  But the English 
did take possession of the French Canadian province of Acadia (renaming it Nova 
Scotia) and acquired Newfoundland, Hudson’s Bay, and the island of St. Kitts in 
the Caribbean. 
 
3. 1740-1748. The War of the Austrian Succession, known in North America as 
King George’s War and in India as the First Carnatic War.  This started as a fight 
between Spain and England centered in the Caribbean, but then spread when 
France allied with Spain.  England took the fortress of Louisburg on Cape Breton 
Island and Madras in India, but gave both back under the terms of the treaty ending 
the war. 
 
4. 1749-1754. The Second Carnatic War.  The East India companies of England 
and France backed rival local princes in a power struggle in India.  The British-
backed Mohammed Ali, eventually triumphed.  There was no fighting in North 
America, however.  
 
5. 1756 – 1763. The Seven Years’ War.  The French and Indian war, which had 
started in 1754, became part of this conflict.  (The Seven Years was known in India 
the Third Carnatic War).  As a result of this war, the British won control of Canada 
and the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys, reduced the French presence in North 
America to the Caribbean sugar islands (until the French Revolution gave them a 
foothold on the mainland of America, which Napoleon sold to Jefferson in 
1803).  The French population of Nova Scotia ("Acadians" . . . shortened to 
’Cadians and eventually Cajuns) was expelled by the British and migrated to 
Louisiana, where they are to this day.  Britain also became the dominant European 
power in India for the next 180 years.   
 

6. 1775-1783.  American Revolution.  See next chapter.  
 
Key battles of the French and Indian War include: 
 
July 3, 1754 
FORT NECESSITY, near present-day Uniontown, Pennsylvania.  600 French and 
150 Native American allies attacked George Washington's Militia, but the French 
surrendered. 
 
July 9, 1755 
MONONGAHELA RIVER, near present-day Braddock, Pennsylvania.   800 
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French and Indians defeated 1,500 Englishmen led by General Braddock.  
Braddock and 800 Englishmen were casualties.  George Washington was in the 
battle on the British side.  
 
September 9, 1755 
LAKE GEORGE, south end of Lake George, New York.  1,700 English and 
Iroquois scored strategic victory over 1,500 French. 
 
April 10-14, 1756 
FORT OSWEGO, near present-day Oswego, New York. After three days of 
bombardment 1,100 English  surrendered to the French, and were massacred by 
Native Americans allies. 
 
August 3-9, 1757 
FORT WILLIAM AND MARY, near present-day Lake George, New York.   
8,000 French and Indians captured the fort from 2,500 British soldiers and again 
Native Americans massacred some of the British. 
 
June 8 – July 26, 1758 
LOUISBERG, Nova Scotia.  26,000 British troops decisively defeated 7,000 
French. 
 
July 26-27, 1759 
TICONDEROGA, near present-day Ticonderoga, New York.  11,000 British 
troops captured the fort from 400 French. 
 
August 26-28 1758 
FORT FRONTENAC, Kingston, Ontario, Canada.  British victory resulting in 
Britain gaining the Ohio Valley from the French. 
 
July 6-26, 1759 
FORT NIAGARA, near present-day Youngstown, New York.  3,945 British and 
Iroquois triumphed over 486 French, thus removing French positions on Lake 
Champlain.  
 
September 13, 1759 
QUEBEC, Canada. With 4,500 men, British General Wolfe defeated the French, 
who had 5,000 men, on the Plains of Abraham outside Quebec, ending war in 
North America and winning control of the Saint Lawrence River for Britain.  
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ENDICOTTS IN THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR 
          

JOHN ENDECOTT (1713-1783) 
 He was very interested in military affairs and during the French and Indian 
War he was Captain in Colonel Plaisted’s Regiment (1757) at Lake George and as 
a Major in Colonel Joseph Fry’s Regiment from March, 1759 – May, 1760.  
 

Sources: 
1. Memoir of Samuel Endicott privately printed in 1924 and found  at 

https://archive.org/stream/memoirofsamuelen00endi/memoirofsamuelen00endi_djvu.t
xt 10-6-18. 

2. 1.http://www.rebeccanurse.org/RNH/endecottshop.htm 
 

*** 
 
 

AMERICAN REVOLUTIONÈ 
 

 The American Revolution was fought from 1775-1781, although the official 
treaty ending it wasn’t signed until 1783.   
 
 At the outset of the war, the thirteen colonies lacked a professional army or 
navy.  Each colony provided for its own defenses with local militia.  Militiamen 
were lightly armed, had little training, and usually did not have uniforms.  
 
 Their units served for only a few weeks or months at a time, were reluctant 
to go very far from home, and thus were generally unavailable for extended 
operations.  
 
 Militias lacked the training and discipline of soldiers with more experience, 
but outnumbered the British regular troops and could therefore overwhelm them, 
as they did at the battles of Concord, Bennington and Saratoga, and the siege of 
Boston.  
 
 Both sides used partisan warfare but the Americans were particularly 
effective at suppressing Loyalist activity when British regulars were not in the 
area. 
  
 Seeking to coordinate military efforts, the Continental Congress established 
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(on paper) a regular army on June 14, 1775, and appointed George Washington as 
commander-in-chief.  The development of the Continental Army was always a 
work in progress, though, and Washington used both his regulars and state militias 
throughout the war.  
 
 At the beginning of 1776, Washington's army had 20,000 men, with two-
thirds enlisted in the Continental Army and the other third in the various state 
militias.  About 250,000 men served as regulars or as militiamen for the 
Revolutionary cause during the eight years of the war, but there were never more 
than 90,000 men under arms at any one time. 
 
 The armies in the Revolution were small by European standards of the day, 
largely due to lack of powder and other logistical capabilities on the American 
side.  It was also difficult for the British to transport troops to the colonies, and 
they depended on local militias.  
 
 Estimates of casualties in the Revolution vary considerably.  Here are the 
ranges: 
 
 Americans: 21, 435 - 26,500 dead, 4,435 - 8,000 killed in battle, 17,000 – 
18,500 by other causes.   Another 8,445 - 25,000 were wounded.   French and 
Spanish allies fighting Britain in Europe and America suffered about 8,000 – 
20,000 deaths.  
 
 British: 10,000 – 21,000 dead and 10,000 wounded in the army alone.   
19, 740 – 19,784 sailors dead from battle and disease.  42,000 sailors deserted.  
7,554 German allies dead.  
 
 The following are the key battles of the American Revolution: 
 
April 19, 1775 
LEXINGTON AND CONCORD, in Massachusetts.  The British sent roughly 
1,000 troops to confiscate arms and arrest revolutionaries in Concord, 
Massachusetts.  They clashed with the local militia at Lexington Green and then 
Concord bridge and were then chased all the way back to Boston.  Captain James 
Endicott led American troops on that day.  
 
June 17, 1775 
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BUNKER HILL, in Massachusetts.  While a British victory, it was at great cost; 
about 1,000 British were casualties from a garrison of about 6,000, as compared to 
500 American casualties from a much larger force.  It was in the battle that the 
American General, Israel Putnam, is alleged to have told his troops, “Don’t shoot 
until you see the whites of their eyes!”  Some of his descendants married into the 
Endicott family, resulting in David Endicott Putnam of WWI fame (see below).  
 
Winter, 1775.   
AMERICAN INVASION OF CANADA.  General Richard Montgomery 
captured Montreal but a joint attack on Quebec with the help of Benedict Arnold 
failed. 
 
March 17, 1776 
EVACUATION OF BOSTON.  With George Washington as the commander, the 
new Continental Army forced the British to evacuate Boston after an 11-month 
siege.  James Endicott participated in the fortifying of Dorchester Heights, which 
was part of this siege.  The revolutionaries were now in full control of all 13 
colonies and were ready to declare independence.  While there still were many 
Loyalists, they were no longer in control anywhere by July 1776, and all of the 
Royal officials had fled. 
 
New York and New Jersey campaign.  Two Endicott brother, Benjamin and Jacob, 
fought in this campaign and Benjamin was taken prisoner by the British.  Key 
battles in the campaign follow: 
 
April 27, 1776 
LONG ISLAND, New York.  This was a British victory in the biggest battle of the 
entire war.  But Washington personally directed the withdrawal of his entire 
remaining army and all their supplies across the East River in one night without 
discovery by the British or significant loss of men and materiel. 
 
September 16, 1776 
HARLEM HEIGHTS, New York. This was Washington's first battlefield victory 
of the war and it went a long way to restoring the confidence of the Continental 
Army after suffering several defeats.  
 
October 28, 1776 
WHITE PLAINS, New York.  It was a British victory, forcing Washington to 
retreat. 
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November 16, 1776 
FORT WASHINGTON, New York.  8,000 Hessian mercenaries and British 
soldiers captured the fort from the Patriots, taking 2,818 prisoners and a large store 
of supplies. 
 
December 26, 1776 
TRENTON, New Jersey.  American victory.  After being chased clear across New 
Jersey, Washington’s army crossed the Delaware into Pennsylvania in early 
December. His army had dwindled to fewer than 5,000 men fit for duty, and would 
be reduced to 1,400 after enlistments expired at the end of the year.  But 
Washington decided on a surprise attack, crossed the Delaware on Christmas night, 
and captured nearly 1,000 Hessians.  
 
January 3, 1777 
PRINCETON, New Jersey.  This was the last major action of Washington’s 
winter New Jersey campaign.  Washington outmaneuvered the British general 
Cornwallis, scored another American victory and forced the British to evacuate 
southern New Jersey.  The victory at increased morale and more men began to 
enlist in the army.  
 
Carolinas Campaign. Moses Endicott fought in this campaign.  Key battles of the 
campaign follow: 
 
February 27, 1776 
MOORE’S CREEK BRIDGE, North Carolina.  This was a victory of North 
Carolina patriots over Scottish Loyalists aiding the British and it helped build 
political support for the revolution and increased the recruitment of additional 
soldiers. 
 
June 28, 1776 
CHARLESTON, South Carolina.  A British naval force attempting to seize the 
American fort at Charleston was repulsed.  The British captured it four years later, 
though, in 1780 (see below). 
 
Saratoga Campaign.  Key battles follow: 
 
July 2-6, 1777 
FORT TICONDEROGA, New York.  The British captured the American fort 
after a small battle that forced the American forces to withdraw. 
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August 6, 1777 
ORISKANY, New York.  This was a tactical victory for the British and their 
Indian allies, but a strategic victory for the Americans.  It was one of the bloodiest 
battles in the Revolution, costing the Patriots approximately 450 casualties, while 
the Loyalists and Indians lost approximately 150 . 
 
August 17, 1777 
BENNINGTON, New York. 2,000 Americans, primarily composed of New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts militiamen, and reinforced by others including the 
Green Mountain Boys, decisively defeated a detachment of General John 
Burgoyne's army.  The battle was an important victory for the American cause, as 
it reduced Burgoyne's army in size by almost 1,000 men, led his Indian support to 
largely abandon him, and deprived him of needed supplies, all factors that 
contributed to Burgoyne's eventual surrender at Saratoga. 
 
August 2-22, 1777 
SIEGE OF FORT STANWIX, New York.  American defenders repulsed an 
attack by British regulars, American Loyalists, Hessian mercenaries, and Indians. 
 
September 19, 1777 
FIRST BATTLE OF SARATOGA, New York.  British victory. 
 
October 7, 1777 
SECOND BATTLE OF SARATOGA, New York.  Decisive American victory 
forcing  British General Burgoyne to surrender his entire army on October 17, 
bringing France into the war, and thus marking a turning point in the war. 
 
Philadelphia Campaign: 
 
September 11,1777 
BRANDYWINE, Pennsylvania.  British victory.  Having secured New York City 
in 1776, British General Howe concentrated on capturing Philadelphia, the seat of 
the Revolutionary government in 1777.  Washington tried to stop him at the Battle 
of Brandywine but failed and the British captured Philadelphia on September 26, 
beginning an occupation that would last until June, 1778.  Washington and his men 
spent the winter of 1777-78 at Valley Forge in Pennsylvania.   
 
An International War 1778-1783: 
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In 1778, the war became international, spreading not only to Europe but to 
European colonies in the West Indies and even to India.  After the battle of 
Saratoga, France joined the American cause and Spain entered the war as an ally of 
France in June 1779.  The Dutch Republic entered on the American side at the end 
of 1780. 
 
This widening of the war into Europe resulted in many battles not involving 
American troops but resulting in British defeats.  All this caused the British to give 
up hopes of subduing the Americans and to adopt instead a policy of simply 
punishing them by prolonging the war indefinitely, destroying their coastal trade, 
bombarding their ports; sacking and burning coastal towns and unleashing the 
Native American population to attack civilians in frontier settlements. 
 
The Naval War: 
 
Although the Americans had no large ships of the line, the way the British did, 
they did have almost 1,700 privateers with which to harass British shipping.  About 
55,000 American sailors served aboard these privateers captured 2,283 enemy 
ships. 
 
The most decisive American naval victory was John Paul Jones’s capturing the 20-
gun British sloop of war HMS Drake on April 24, 1778 with his ship, the 17-gun 
sloop of war Ranger. 
 
August 29, 1778 
RHODE ISLAND.  British strategic victory.  Units of the Continental Army 
attempted to recapture the island of Rhode Island (now known as Aquidneck Island 
to distinguish it from the state of Rhode Island in which it is located), from the 
British. The battle ended inconclusively but the Continental Army had to give up 
its goal of capturing the island and securing Narragansett Bay for American and 
French ship traffic. 
 
Southern campaign: 
 
After French entry into the war, the British turned their attention to the southern 
colonies, where they hoped to regain control by recruiting Loyalists. 
 
December 29, 1778 
FIRST BATTLE OF SAVANNAH, Georgia.  The British succeeded in capturing 
the port of Savannah, Georgia. 
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September 16 – October 18, 1779 
SIEGE OF SAVANNAH, Georgia. British victory.  In 1778 Savannah, Georgia, 
had been captured by the British and a Franco-American force failed to take it 
back. 
 
March 29 -- May 12, 1780 
SIEGE OF CHARLESTON, South Carolina.  British victory.  After about six 
weeks of siege, the Americans surrendered about 5,000 men to the British, the 
biggest loss of American troops in the war. 
 
May 29, 1780 
WAXHAWS, South Carolina.  British victory.  British Lt. Colonel Banastre 
Tarleton pursued the remnants of the southern Continental Army and defeated 
them at the Waxhaws, thus causing the collapse of organized American military 
activity in the region, though the war was carried on by partisans such as Francis 
Marion. 
 
August 16, 1780 
CAMDEN, South Carolina.  Another British victory, which strengthened the 
British hold on the Carolinas following the capture of Charleston. 
 
October 7, 1780 
KING’S MOUNTAIN, North Carolina. Finally an American victory.  
 
January 17, 1781 
COWPENS, South Carolina.  Another American victory, it was a turning point in 
the reconquest of South Carolina from the British. 
 
March 15, 1781 
GUILFORD COURT HOUSE, North Carolina.  A pyrrhic victory for the British, 
who retreated into Virginia, thus vacating the Carolinas for good.  Moses Endicott 
was in this battle. 
 
Northern and western frontier: 
 
While the rest of the war was going on, west of the Appalachian Mountains, it took 
the form of small raids and skirmishes between the Americans and Indian allies of 
the British, including the Iroquois and some Cherokees and Shawnees.  
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September 28 – October 19, 1781 
YORKTOWN, Virginia.  Decisive Franco-American victory that caused the 
surrender of British General Cornwallis’s 7,000-man army and effectively ended 
the war.  The French fleet cut off Cornwallis’s escape by sea and French and 
American troops, replete with artillery, besieged Yorktown and finally took it. 
 
ENDICOTTS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

 
BENJAMIN ENDICOTT (1741-1792)  
 He was born and died in Atlantic County, New Jersey.  He served as Private 
in third battalion of Atlantic County’s Gloucester Militia under Colonel Richard 
Somers and was captured in a skirmish in Camden and after internment in a British 
prison ship was exchanged. 
 
 Here is an account of what happened to him: 
 
 “The Endicott family became settled in what is now Atlantic County 
probably in the early or middle part of the seventeenth century: the exact date is 
not now known. He was a resident of Port Republic prior to the Revolutionary war.  
He served in that war and was a prisoner in the hands of the British for a 
considerable time, confined in the prison ships in New York harbor.  He suffered 
with his companions in this confinement.  All the inconveniences and bodily 
discomforts that gave to these prison ships their horrible reputation, the tradition of 
the family tells us.  He suffered in other ways, for whilst he was in arms in the 
defense of his country, his property at home was greatly injured when it was on the 
lane of the enemy’s march…” 
 
 Benjamin was lucky to come out of the prison ship alive.  During the New 
York Campaign, the British took many prisoners and put them on prison ships in 
New York harbor for the remainder of the war.   More American soldiers and 
sailors died as prisoners on these ships than died in all battles of the war combined, 
which was about 8,000 men.  11,500 of the prisoners who died were buried at Fort 
Greene Park in Brooklyn, New York.   Conditions on one ship, the Whitby, for 
example, were so bad that the American prisoners set fire to the ship in October 
1777, choosing death in the flames to the lingering sufferings of disease and 
starvation.  Conditions aboard the Jersey were so bad that thousands died there. 
 
 Sources: 

1. The Daily Union History of Atlantic City and Country, New 
Jersey, by John F. Hall, page 391. 
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2. http://www.state.nj.us/pinelands/about/events/handouts/handouts/T
he_Battle_at_Chestnut_Neck.pdf 

*** 
JACOB ENDICOTT 
 He was the brother of Benjamin Endicott, and was an officer in the 
Revolutionary army, being Second Lieutenant in Captain Snell’s Company, 3rd 
Battalion, Gloucester County troops.  He was commissioned on September 18, 
1777.  
 
 Sources: 

1. The Daily Union History of Atlantic City and Country, New Jersey, 
by John F. Hall, page 391. 

*** 
 
JAMES ENDICOTT (1739 - April 4, 1799) 
 His name is listed in some sources as James Endicutt.  He was the grandson 
of Gilbert Endicott who may have been a half-nephew of Governor John Endecott, 
and a veteran of King Philip’s War (see above). He came from Stoughton (now 
Canton), Massachusetts and was a Captain in several different units during the war: 
 

• A company in Col. Lemuel Robinson's regiment, which marched on the 
alarm of April 19, 1775 (the day of the battles of Concord and Lexington, 
the first battles of the Revolution); his service at that time was 13 days. 
“A Timeline of Stoughton” found at 
http://www.stoughtonhistory.com/chronology.htm says “1775 (April 19 Battle 
of Lexington - 148 Minute Men from Stoughton  answer the call.  Capt. 
James Endicott in charge.” 

 
• Col. Benjamin Gill's regiment. James’sservice in this instance was 5 

days.  The company marched from Stoughton to assist the army in 
fortifying Dorchester Heights March 4, 1776.  This was a decisive action 
early in the American Revolutionary War that precipitated the end of the 
siege of Boston and the evacuation of British troops from that city. 

 
• Captain, 3d Co. (North co. of 1st Parish in Stoughton), Col. Benjamin 

Gill's (3d Suffolk Co.) regiment of the Massachusetts militia.  He is on a 
list of officers to be commissioned dated Stoughton, March 22, 1776; it 
was ordered in Council on March 25, 1776, that the commissions be 
issued. 

 



 65 

• Captain, Col. Gill's regiment.; service, 3 days; company marched to 
Moon Island (an island in Boston harbor) on June 13, 1776, when the 
British fleet was driven out of Boston harbor. 

 
• Captain, Col. Ephraim Wheelock's regiment.; regimental returns dated 

Ticonderoga, Sept. 11, Sept. 14, and Oct. 12, 1776;  
 

• Captain, Col. William McIntosh's regiment.; entered service March 20, 
1778; discharged April 5, 1778; service, 18 days; company marched to 
Roxbury; roll dated Stoughton. 

 
 The 666-page “History of the Town of Canton, Norfolk County, 
Massachusetts” by Daniel Thomas Vose Huntoon, Jr, , gives this account of 
James’s service and life after the Revolution, plus the service of his 16-year old 
son in assisting with provisions for the war effort:  
  
  The first notice that the people of ancient Stoughton received that  
 hostilities had actually begun between the king's troops and the  
 patriots, was on the afternoon of 19th of April 1775.  It was  
 lecture-day, and Parson Dunbar was exhorting his people and preparing  
 them for the next Sunday's service, when suddenly the door was thrown  
 open and Henry Bailey marched up the broad aisle and said was an alarm.   
 In an instant all was confusion.  A small boy, Lemuel Bent, seized the  
 bell-rope, and soon the jangle reached the ears of the neighboring  
 farmers.  Israel Bailey conversed for a moment with Captain James  
 Endicott, and then the captain said, "Take my colt that is fastened  
 outside, ride through the town, and warn the company to meet at May's  
 tavern with arms and ammunition ready to march toward Boston at a  
 moment's notice."  Captain Endicott returned his home, obtained his  
 accoutrements, and started down the road toward Boston, leaving his  
 company to follow as they could be collected. 
 
  And so from the towns which composed ancient Stoughton, stalwart 
 men, with sturdy sons, left their homes at sharp clang of the alarm-bell, or  
 the hurried words of the orderly, "To arms! To arms! The war has begun,"  
 hastened to the rallying-place.  These minutemen directly to the coast,  
 and their fellow-townsmen followed with provisions and supplies.  Abel  
 Puffer, Roger, John, and Isaac Billings, Ebenezer and William Shaller,  
 Abner Crane, Jonathan Kenney, Israel Bailey, and Lemuel Davenport all  
 they could to make them comfortable. 
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  James Endicott, captain of one of the companies that marched from  
 Stoughton at the first alarm, was born in Stoughton in 1739 and died in  
 Canton April 4, 1799.  He was the son of James and grandson of Gilbert  
 Endicott, one the first settlers.  March 5, 1761 he was married by  
 Reverend Samuel Dunbar to Abigail Puffer. During the war, Captain  
 Endicott was several times called into active service; on the afternoon  
 of the 4th of March 1776, he went to the assistance the Continental  
 troops when they fortified Dorchester Heights. They made a lodgement on  
 the ground unmolested, but were drenched with a most dreadful storm of  
 rain.  Endicott led his company to Ticonderoga, and in 1778 was again in  
 the service at Roxbury, nor were his patriotic services confined to the  
 field only.  In 1778 he made frequent journeys to Boston to enlist and  
 muster soldiers into the Continental army.  By order of the town, he  
 employed Hannah Endicott to weave thirty-seven yards of blanketing and  
 to spin thirty-two skeins of yarn.  Mrs Lemuel Stone, Mary Goodwin, and  
 Mrs Deborah Patrick were also employed in making the soldiers  
 comfortable.  In 1780 Mr Endicott was chosen Representative to the  
 General Court, but refused to serve, although he accepted the trust  
 during the years 1784, 1785, 1786, and 1790.  He served the town as its  
 treasurer two years before his death.  From ancient documents in the  
 possession of his descendants, it would appear that he was commissioned  
 by John Hancock, February 11, 1785, as justice of the peace for the  
 county of Suffolk, and on September 24, 1793, as one of the judges of  
 the Court of Common Pleas for the county of Norfolk.   He was a very  
 prominent man in town affairs, and was universally respected.  He  
 occupied a house which formerly stood on the spot where the Endicott  
 homestead now stands, but which was destroyed by fire, October 29, 1806. 
 
  When the captain, afterward known as Judge Endicott, left his home 
 to join his company at the time of the Lexington alarm, his son John, born  
 February 4, 1764, died January 31, 1857, was in his twelfth year.  The  
 following day, this lad started with a supply of food for the support of  
 the company, all the able-bodied men being in service.  In time, he  
 reached Roxbury with his load of provisions; meanwhile his father had  
 been ordered in the direction of Cambridge.  Not discouraged, the lad  
 proceeded after him, and delivered the provisions at the encampment at  
 Prospect Hill.  So successful was this enterprise that in after years,  
 during the continuance of the war, he was sent on expeditions to a  
 greater distance, to Hartford and Norwich in Connecticut, and other  
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 places. In the winter of 1780, when John Endicott was only sixteen, the  
 roads being obstructed by snow and the cold intense, he started for  
 Boston with an ox-team loaded with wood, and entering on the Neponset,  
 which was hard frozen, at Milton Mills, he followed the course of the  
 stream down, and crossing over the harbor near William Castle, now Fort  
 Independence, entered the town near the point where Craigie's Bridge was  
 afterward erected.  Discharging his wood, he thence crossed over to  
 Cambridge and took a load of damaged gunpowder, which he was to carry 
 to Canton, to be worked over at the powder mill then in operation here.  On  
 his return over the Neck, such was the condition of the road that he  
 repeatedly overset, --- four times, he said, --- and was obliged to  
 re-load.  He reached Roxbury near midnight where he stayed until next  
 morning. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.http://www.stoughtonhistory.com/STORW-E.htm 
  2. http://www.stoughtonhistory.com/chronology.htm 
  3. History of the Town of Canton, Norfolk County, Massachusetts”  
 by Daniel Thomas Vose Huntoon, Jr, Published by Wilson and Son,  
 1893. 
 

*** 
JOHN ENDICOTT 
  In some documents his name is spelled “Entecott.”  He fought on the British 
side, not the American side, in the American Revolution and he may have even 
served under Benedict Arnold.  

 
In an accepted source book about loyalists serving in the Revolution, Esther 

C Wright's 1955 book, The Loyalists of New Brunswick,  he is listed as a Corporal 
in the Light Infantry of the Queen’s Rangers of Upper Canada.  Other documents 
indicate that he served 5 years there.  He is also cited in the same source as living 
about 1783 in New Brunswick, Canada.  As we’ll see later, though, he turns up in 
York, Canada by 1802. 
 
 In 1783 the Treaty of Paris ended the American Revolution and 
60,000-70,0000 Loyalists fled America to establish a new life in Europe, England, 
the West Indies, and Canada.  In Canada they came especially to the St. John River 
area in New Brunswick (up until 1783 part of Nova Scotia), and subsequently to 
Ontario.  It is further known specifically that the men of the Queen’s Rangers 
settled primarily in these places.  
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 Queen’s Rangers 

 
 During the American Revolution, no Loyalist corps was more celebrated 
than the Queen's Rangers, named to honor Queen Charlotte, King George III’s 
wife.    

 
The origin of the Queen's Rangers was Rogers’ Rangers during the French 

and Indian War.  To counter the French tactics, Robert Rogers raised companies of 
New England frontiersmen for the British and trained them in woodcraft, scouting, 
and irregular warfare, sending them on raids along the frontiers of French Canada.   

 
The Rangers soon gained a considerable reputation, particularly in the 

campaigning in upstate New York around Fort Ticonderoga and Lake Champlain. 
They also launched a long-range raid to destroy Indian allies in the St. Lawrence 
valley, gained the first lodgement in the amphibious landings on Cape Breton to 
capture Louisbourg, and took the surrender of the French outposts in the Upper 
Great Lakes at the conclusion of the war in 1763. 
 

 Then, a decade later, to help the British during the American Revolution, 
Rogers created the Queen’s Rangers named in honor of Queen Charlotte, consort 
to King George III.  He recruited the regiment in 1776 mainly in New York, 
mostly from loyalists living in Westchester, Long Island, and western Connecticut.  
Later, the Queen's Own Loyal Virginia Regiment joined the unit.  
 
 The Queen’s Rangers first assembled on Staten Island in August, 1776 and 
grew to 937 officers and men, organized into 11 companies of about 30 men each, 
and including five troops of cavalry.  
 
 Rogers proved not to be a successful commander of the Queen’s Rangers, 
however, and the regiment suffered serious casualties at Mamaroneck, Brandywine 
and Germantown under a series of replacement commanders until, on October 15, 
1777 Lieutenant Colonel John Graves Simcoe was given command, and the unit 
became known unofficially as Simcoe’s Rangers.  Simcoe was a graduate of Eton 
College and Oxford University. 
 
 Under Simcoe’s command, the unit became one of the most successful 
British regiments in the war, distinguishing itself throughout the southern 
campaigns in 1780 and 1781.  Simcoe wrote a journal that provides important 
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information on how the regiment was used and on the development of its tactics.   
The Rangers fought as reconnaissance and outpost troops.  
 
 One advantage the Rangers had was the fact that they were the first British 
regiment to wear green uniforms and that made them harder to target than soldiers 
in the scarlet of normal British regiments.  

 Another advantage they had was the British Pattern 1776 Rifle, the first 
military “pattern” of rifle (as opposed to smoothbore musket) used by the British 
and in North America.  Records show that about 1,000 of these rifles were shipped 
to the British forces in North America.  But very few exist today so they are very 
valuable.  The Queen’s Rangers are documented as having received at least 33 of 
these rifles.  

 The Rangers did escort and patrol duty around Philadelphia (1777-8), fought 
in the Pennsylvania campaign, served as rearguard during the British retreat to 
New York (1778), fought at Perth Amboy, New Jersey (1779-80), at Charlestown, 
South Carolina (1780), in the raid on Richmond, Virginia with Benedict Arnold 
and in other raids in Virginia (1780-1) –– and in the Yorktown campaign (1781), 
which proved to be their undoing.  
 

Serving under Benedict Arnold 
 
 After Benedict Arnold switched sides and started fighting for the British, 
one of the things he did was lead a British invasion of Virginia in 1781.  Among 
the troops led was the Queen’s Rangers, commanded by Simcoe.   

George Washington wanted to capture Arnold in Virginia, and had ordered 
his immediate hanging. But the British ordered Arnold back to New York, and 
while he plundered his native Connecticut, burning New London to the ground, 
British General Charles Cornwallis and the Queen’s Rangers were caught in the 
trap set for Arnold at Yorktown.  

Since records show that John Endicott served 5 years with the Queen’s 
Rangers, this suggests he served the entire time of the American Revolution with 
them, including at Yorktown.  

At Yorktown the Queen’s Rangers surrendered along with the rest of 
Cornwallis’s force, which effectively won the war for the Americans, and the 
Rangers’ rank and file were imprisoned at Winchester, Virginia 
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So ironically, while more than any other individual, Arnold had first 
prevented a British victory in the early stages of the war, he had now set the stage 
for the final defeat of the British in 1781. 

 While the Queen’s Rangers were among those who surrendered at 
Yorktown, a point of pride for the regiment is that they smuggled away the 
"colors" (banner) of the Queen's Rangers so it could not fall into enemy hands.  
Today those same colors are on display in Toronto in the officers' mess of the 
Queen's Rangers.  
 
 As the finest Loyalist unit, the Queen’s Rangers were awarded the title 1st 
American Regiment and enrolled in the British Army in 1782.  
 

Fleeing to New Brunswick 
 
 In 1783, when the Treaty of Versailles ended the war, and the Queen’s 
Rangers had been released from captivity, they left for New Brunswick, where 
they disbanded.  (Benedict Arnold got to New Brunswick via England in 1785.) 
They were among the approximately 60,000 - 70,000 Loyalists to leave what 
would become the United States.  But the Queen’s Rangers were reformed again in 
Upper Canada (today’s Ontario) before disbanding a second time, in 1802, a 
decade prior to the War of 1812. 
 
 By 1802, however, John Endicott shows up in records, this time appearing 
not only to be in dire need of funds, but also living in York (present-day Toronto) 
as this passage from a meeting of Canadian Freemasons shows: 
  
 “On the 7th June, 1802, the one hundred and twenty-first meeting was 
held.  Fourteen brethren were present, one being visitor, a Bro 
Clinch, from St. George’s Lodge, No. 1. … A petition was received from 
W. Bro. Spencer Evans, W.M. lodge no. 3 praying for relief for a 
distressed brother of the name of John Endicott, and it was agreed to 
grant him £4, York Cy. 
 
 “No. 3 was Queen Rangers lodge, which met in the Old Fort at York, 
Upper Canada.  Its warrant had been handed in in 1800 and the number 
had afterwards been transferred to Cornwall. Bro. Evans should, 
therefore, be spoken of as a P.M. for the lodge has ceased working, and  
the regiment has been disbanded two years before this date.” 
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 So, how/why did John get from New Brunswick, where he was living in 
1783, to York by 1802?  Part of the reason could have been looking for better 
farmland.  In New Brunswick, the former Queen’s Rangers drew lots for land and 
some of them ended up with land that wasn’t very good, being full of rocks.   
 
 Another reason may well have had to do with the fact that in 1791 John’s 
former commander, Colonel John Simcoe, became Lieutenant-Governor of Upper 
Canada (present-day Ontario) and picked Toronto as his capital, renaming it York.  
One reason for his doing this was to create a British presence in the area because 
he feared the Americans might try to take it over –– which indeed, they did try to 
do, in the War of 1812. 
 
  It is known that members of the Queen’s Rangers assisted Simcoe by cutting 
roads into York, but it is not known whether John Endicott was part of that group 
or not.  
 
 It is known, however, that in 1806, John petitioned to construct a 10-mile 
road from the Humber River to Lake Ontario –– and was charged £20 Provincial 
for the privilege.   So this seems to indicate that he owned land along the Humber 
River. Other documents show him making various petitions to the authorities of 
Upper Canada as late as 1840 to be granted benefits based on his service with the 
Queen’s Rangers.  But not much else is known about what happened to him.  
 
 Simcoe also authorized a fort to be built at York that was destroyed in the 
Battle of York in the War of 1812.  Another John Endicott (see below) probably 
fought in that battle but it is not known whether he was the son of John Endicott of 
the Queen’s Rangers or not.  
 
 The Queen's Rangers exits to this day, having gone through several different 
names but now known as the Queen’s York Rangers (1st American Regiment) 
Royal Canadian Armored Corps (R.C.A.C.).  It is based Toronto and Aurora about 
32 miles away ( and which is ranked in some sources in the top 10 wealthiest 
towns in all of Canada).  It fought during WWI and WWII.  
 
 Sources: 
 

1. “Loyalists of New Brunswick” by Esther Clark Wright, Lancelot Press, 
Hantsport, Nova Scotia, 1981. 

 
2.“The history of freemasonry in Canada” by John Ross Robertson, 1900 
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found at: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=sxprqtyjLF0C&pg=PA219&dq=john+endicott+queen'
s+rangers&hl=en&ei=LayTuykOaPb0QGytvmoBA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&r
esnum=2&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=john%20endicott%20queen's%20rang
ers&f=false 

 
 3. http://schools.tdsb.on.ca/jarvisci/history/rangers.htm 
 

4.  Correspondence with Sue Morse-Hines, President of  the United Empire 
Loyalists’ Association of Canada (UELAC) on January 24, 2020. 
 
5.  https://www.thayeramericana.com/back/research/research12.pdf 

 
*** 

 
 

 
JOSEPH ENDICOTT (October, 1731 – December 19, 1806) 
 Joseph Endicott was the son of Samuel Endicott and was baptized at the Church at  
South Danvers, Massachusetts on October, 1731, and died December 19, 1806.  He was  
in the Revolution as part of the Essex county militia and marched to Horse Neck under  
Colonel Cogswell.  
 
 He was also in Captain Poole’s company in the Continental army.  His first wife  
was a Putnam, but she died.  He married again on October 6, 1768, to Sarah Hawthorne  
and had 5 children with her.   One of his sons, Aaron Endicott, was the father of Captain  
Charles Endicott, who served in the Civil War (see below). 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  Genealogical and Personal Memoires Relating to the Families of  Boston 

 and eastern Massachusetts, Volume 3, 1908 page 1657 
 

*** 
 
MOSES ENDICOTT (October 31, 1759 – May 8, 1834) 
 Moses Endicott fought in the American Revolution from 1777 to 1781 as a  
member of the North Carolina militia and saw action throughout the Carolinas,  
including in the battle of Guilford Court House, which was depicted in the 2000 
film, “The Patriot,” featuring Mel Gibson.  
 
 Moses was born on 1759 in Mount Holly, Burlington County, New Jersey, the 
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first son of Thomas Endicott (born in 1737) and Sarah Welsh.  Moses married twice, the  
first time to Martha Hill in 1784 in Surry County, NC and the second time to Wilmont  
Nation, the widow of his Uncle Joseph Endicott, (who was born 1738).  His father,  
Thomas, was the one who moved a branch of the Endicott family from Kentucky to  
Indiana.  

 
 Here is Moses’s complete line in America: 
 
  *  Gov. John Endecott (1588-1665) - Elizabeth Gibson  
  *  Zerubbabel Endecott (1635-1684) - Mary Smith  
  *  Joseph Endecott (1672-1747) - Hannah  
  *  Joseph Endecott (1711-1748) - Ann Gillam (b.1714-1773)  
  *  Thomas Endicott (March 27, 1737-January 22, 1831) – Sarah       

Welsh (1742-1790 
  *  Moses (October 31, 1759 – May 8, 1834) 
 
 Moses served in the American Revolution as a Private with the 
North Carolina Militia.  Although the Quaker heritage kept many of the  
Endicotts out of the Revolutionary War, Moses was an exception.  He  
volunteered in October 1777 to serve as a Minute Man from Surry County,  
NC.  He served 3 months under Captain William Hardin in Colonel Joseph 
William’s regiment of militia.  From March 1778 to March 1779, he served  
under Captain William Underwood who commanded a company of horse in 
Colonel Benjamin Cleaveland’s regiment of North Carolina troops engaged in  
expeditions against the Tories.  
 
 From April 1779 to March 1780, they scoured the upper part of  
North Carolina for the purpose of checking the outrages of Tories and the influence  
of the British who made great efforts to seduce the people to the cause of Great  
Britain.  
 
 In March 1780, he started the packing of lead from Chisler Mine on New River in  
Virginia for use of the Army under General Rutherford and later under General Gates.  
After the defeat at Camden, though, the lead packing stopped.  
 
 Moses missed the Battle of King’s Mountain because a Tory stole his 
horse.  He proceeded there with an infantry company, but the battle was  
over before they arrived.  
 
 In the Spring of 1781, he was with the militia at the famous Battle of  
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Guilford Court House against the British army of Lord Cornwallis.  This is the final  
battle portrayed in the motion picture, “The Patriot,.”  Although the British held  
the field at battle’s end, their general is reported to have said that, “another such  
victory would destroy the British  Army.”  Of the 3,000  British regulars in the  
battle, more than 700 were casualties. 
 
 As a result of the battle, Cornwallis had to stop his advance through the  
South and retreat to Yorktown on the Virginia coast.  That is where General  
Washington’s army, assisted by a French Naval blockade, was able to trap  
Cornwallis and end the Revolutionary War. 
 
 Moses then migrated to Kentucky in 1786, two years after he married  
Martha Hill.  He died on May 8, 1834 and is buried in the Endicott Meeting House  
Cemetery.  A brother of Moses, Samuel Endicott, was the first schoolmaster of  
Harrison County, Kentucky.  The Endicott Meeting House is the oldest still in  
continual use church west of the Allegheny Mountains.  
 
 Moses’s case is extremely well documented because he applied for a pension  
because of his Revolutionary war service and in so doing he signed before Samuel 
Endicott, his younger brother and County Clerk of Harrison County, Kentucky,  
the following affidavit on March 12, 1833: 

  
On the 12th of March 1833, personally appeared in open Court before the Harrison 
County Court, Moses Endicott, a resident of Bourbon County in Kentucky, aged 73 
years, who being first duly worn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of an act of Congress passed 
June 7, 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States in the month of 
October 1777 under the command of Captain William Hardin in Colonel Joseph 
Williams’ regiment of North Carolina Militia and served a tour of three months 
and that at the expiration of the tour, he was regularly and honorably discharged.  
That afterwards about the first of March 1778 he again entered the service of the 
United States as a volunteer for 12 months under Captain William Underwood who 
commanded a company of horse in Colonel Benjamin Cleveland’s regiment of 
North Carolina troops and was engaged during nearly the whole tour in expeditions 
regiment of North Carolina troops and was engaged during nearly the whole tour in 
expeditions against the Tories without anything remarkable except a few 
unimportant skirmishes.  That at the expiration of the 12 months, he was not 
discharged but agreed to continue in the service under the same officers as minute 
man; to march at a moments warning to any point that it might be deemed 
important to disperse bands of Tories who were keeping the country in constant 
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confusion or to check any invasion of the British might make.  That accordingly, 
from early in April 1779, they were engaged in scouring the upper part of North 
Carolina for the purpose of checking the outrages of Tories and influence of the 
British who made great efforts to seduce the people to the cause of Great Britain.  
That this course was continued until about the first of March 1780 when he 
commenced a new service which was the packing of lead from CHISLES Mine 
[Chiswell Lead Mines –ed] on New River in Virginia and that he continued in this 
employment until a few days previous to the Battle Of Camden in which General 
Gates was defeated and that they were on their way to the mines when news of that 
defeat reached them and that circumstances stopped their trip.  The lead was 
packed across the mountains for the use of the Army under the command of 
General Rutherford and afterwards of General Gates.  After General Gates defeat, 
he still continued in the service and was engaged in some severe skirmishes with 
the Tories in Henry County, Virginia near a place called the Big Glades on New 
River and also in the upper part of North Carolina. A short time previous to the 
noted Battle of King’s Mountain, he had met with the misfortune to have his horse 
stolen by the Tories and by that circumstance prevents from being in that 
engagement.  He was on foot and with the foot soldiers had taken the route 
different from the Horse with the view to intercept the British commander Major 
Ferguson, but that the party with which he was associated did not participate in the 
battle.  That he continued in the service on foot about six weeks and was the 
permitted to go home.  But a few days after his arrival at home, news of a large 
collection of Tories about the Big Glades induced him again to join his company 
on horseback and he aided in breaking up their camp.  General Greene had taken 
command of our Army, and the vigilance of the British and Tories required his 
company to be continually on the alert and they were accordingly active all the 
winter.  He well recalls shortly after the Battle of the Cowpens, the Tories were 
rising in considerable numbers and that he was engaged in several very severe 
skirmishes with the British on the Reedy Fork of the HAW River.  He states that 
shortly after these skirmishes, indeed only a few days, the Battle of Guilford Court 
House was fought in the spring of 1781 after which he left the service.  He states 
that although he was at home repeatedly from March 1778 to March 1781, a period 
of three years, and that he had previously served a tour of three months under 
Captain Hardin.  He states that whilst so in the service of the United States, he 
relinquished all other pursuits.  That the great part of the time, he was in the 
service.  He was in North Carolina, but frequently in Virginia, South Carolina, and 
Georgia.  That he resided in Surry County, North Carolina during his service and 
that he remained there after the war until 1786 when he removed to Kentucky 
where he now resides. He well recollects Colonel Campbell, Colonel Shelby, 
Major Franklin, General Rutherford, besides the officers already named.  That he 
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was born in Burlington County, New Jersey in October 1759 and has a record of 
his age in an old family Bible now in his possession.  That he is well known to 
John Miller, N.B. Coleman, and Colonel Isaac Miller who can speak of his claims 
to credibility.  He states that he has no documentary evidence and knows of no 
person by whom he can prove his service except his younger brother, Thomas 
Endicott, and Mrs. Sarah Beacon, the daughter of William Hill (deceased) who 
served with him in the same company. The statement of his brother and Mrs. 
Beacon is filed herewith.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a 
pension or annuity except the present and declared that his name is not on the 
pension roll of the agency of any State.  Sworn and subscribed the day and year 
aforesaid.   
 
 S/Moses Endicott, X his mark 

 
 Elsewhere it is recorded that Moses’s application was accepted and he drew 
a pension of $40 per year, to begin 4 March 1831.  

 
 Sources: 

1.  “Our Endicott Heritage Trail,” The Official Newsletter of the 
Endecott-Endicott Family Association, Inc. January , 2011, 
Volume 7.No. pages 29-31. 

2. Abstracts of pensions, soldiers of the Revolution, 1812 and Indian 
wars who settled in the Blue Grass region of Kentucky, Volume 1 
Bourbon County. 

 
*** 

ROBERT ENDICOTT (1756-1819) 
 He was a private in Captain Jeremiah Page's militia company, and responded 
to the Lexington Alarm of April 19, 1775.  He later engaged in privateering and 
was captured by a British ship and was imprisoned. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.rebeccanurse.org/RNH/endecottshop.htm 
 

*** 
SAMUEL ENDICOTT (1754 – April, 1840) 
 He was a surgeon’s mate in the army.  He was christened at North Danvers 
December 14, 1754.  He lived first in Danvers and then in Newington, New 
Hampshire.  He was married twice: his first wife was Sarah Putnam, and his 
second wife was Damaris Osborn, the widow of his cousin, William Endecott. 
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 Sources: 

1. Page 339, Volume I, New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register, Rev. William Gogswell, D.D., Editor, New England 
Historic, Genealological Society,  Published by Samuel G. Drake, 
Boston, 1847. In possession of the author.  

 
*** 

 
THOMAS ENDICOTT (March 27,1737 – January 22, 1831) 
 Thomas is very important in Endicott migration history because he moved a 
branch of the family from Kentucky to Indiana, thus creating a colony there that 
exists to this day.  The fact that his son, Moses, fought in the American Revolution 
is also well documented (see above).   
 
 But there is also documentation that Thomas himself contributed to the 
American cause during the Revolution although the exact nature of his service is 
unclear.  
 
 After the end of the Revolutionary War, efforts were made by the 
government to reimburse those who had provided support to the troops in the 
course of the war.  From the Department of Cultural Resources, Division of 
Archives and History for the State of North Carolina, the following information is 
recounted in a manuscript entitled, “Revolutionary Army Accounts” (Volume A, 
Page 249), “The United States of America to the State of North Carolina for 
sundries furnished the Militia of North Carolina, Virginia, and South Carolina as 
allowed by the Auditors of the Morgan District as per report No. 44.  Number 
7848; Number of Voucher: 262.  Eleven pounds was paid to Thomas Endicott.  
Report number 42-45 are not dated.  However, Report #41 is dated April 1782 on 
page 208 and Report #46 is dated June 1783 on page 274.”   
 
 The conclusion is that not only did Thomas Endicott have a son in the 
Revolutionary War, but he and the family were in support of the Revolutionary 
cause. 
 

Migration of Endicott family 
 
 Thomas Endicott plays an even more pivotal role in the migration of the 
Endoicott family because it is possible to trace his branch through several 
generations down the east coast.  And from there in 1783 he went through the 
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famed Cumberland Gap with Daniel Boone as a guide and settled first in Kentucky 
and then in Indiana. 
  
 While some Endicotts got into shipping and stayed in Massachusetts, other 
Endicotts who wished to remain farmers, moved out of Massachusetts.   The first 
record of an Endicott moving out of Massachusetts was Joseph Endicott (1672-
1747).  He was Governor John Endecott’s grandson, the fifth son of Zerubbabel, 
and his grandson was Thomas.  
 
 We know that Joseph married a Quaker in 1706 and moved to a farm in New 
Jersey. The first thing that strikes you is the Quaker connection.  New Jersey was 
the first colony founded by Quakers.   So, it’s another example of an Endicott 
moving for religious reasons. 
 
 It’s also the second bout between the Endicotts and the Quakers.  First, we 
have Governor John Endecott hanging Quakers.  Now we have Joseph marrying a 
Quaker, which is ironic, to say the least. 
 
 The second thing that strikes you is that it seems likely this move was made 
in part to secure better farmland. That’s because it’s known that New Jersey was 
much better than Massachusetts for farming.   At any rate, Joseph established a 
colony of Endicotts in New Jersey that exists to this day.  

 
Moving to Virginia 

 
         But Joseph's son, named Joseph, Jr. (1711-1748), married a non-Quaker –– 
and touched off the third religious bout between the Endicotts and the Quakers. So 
much so, that Joseph, Sr. practically disinherited Joseph, Jr. for “marrying out of 
meeting.”   This may have had something to do with Joseph Jr.'s son, Thomas 
(1737-1831) moving from New Jersey to Virginia. 
 
        In 1763, according to Teddy Sanford and Gordon Harmon, Thomas went to 
southwestern Virginia, where he founded Endicott, Virginia, which is 43 miles 
from Blacksburg. 
  

Thomas Moves Again 
  
      Then in 1775, Thomas moved to Endicott Creek in North Carolina where he 
initially had a farm of 105 acres.  Now why did he move there?  Well, first of all, 
North Carolina had good farmland. 
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 And secondly, it was very religiously tolerant. 
 
 Anyway, by 1785, tax lists show Thomas had increased his land holdings to 
350 acres –– more than ten times what Professor Bernard Bailyn, perhaps the most 
noted of colonial American historians, said was the minimum acreage needed to 
support a family.   
 
 So, Thomas was doing very well and this comports with Professor Bailyn’s 
contention that simply “wanting more” was a big reason a lot of people chose to 
move. 
  
       In 1786 Thomas moved again, this time to Kentucky.  So, why move?  
Was it the Louis Hacker theory that a lot of early settlers simply wore out the land 
they were on out of ignorance of how to take care if the soil and when that 
happened, they simply sold out and moved on?   We just don’t know. 
 

Goes with Daniel Boone 
 

 Just how Thomas got to Kentucky is really interesting because he went with 
none other than Daniel Boone.  The source for this is the passage below on page 19 
of an unpublished manuscript by William Clay Endicott, the great, great, grandson 
of Thomas Endicott, written around 1935.  It is presented  below just as William 
wrote it, inconsistencies in spelling and paragraph indentation, and all: 

 
DANIEL BOONE COMPASS 

 
The compass known as the “Daniel Boone Compass” and its companion 

piece, a sunglass, are heirlooms in the hands of the Endicott family.  
 

Endicotts came from Surry County, North Carolina to Kentucky in 1786, 
their guide being their friend and neighbor, Daniel Boone.     
 
       It is possible that among the families making this trip was the Miller family, 
for the Miller homestead in early pioneer days was the last white settlement on the 
Kentucky-Indiana frontier. 
 

Boone in his travels often stopped at the Miller home, staying a week or two 
at a time.  A son of the family, Abraham, became quite a favorite of Boone.  He 
was allowed to accompany him on many hunting trips in the vicinity, and Boone 
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taught him the proper way to load a rifle without wasting powder and the use of the 
compass and sun-glass.  
 
       The Miller family had several head of cows, and it was young Millers duty to 
drive them up at milking time in the evening.   One evening the boy was going 
down the path after the cows.  On nearing a large tree he saw something lying on a 
limb over his path.  He was unable to tell whether the object was an Indian or an 
animal.  However without hesitation he raised his rifle and took careful aim and 
fired.  He did not wait to see the results of his shot but ran immediately to the 
house. 
 
     His father had heard the shot and was on the way to meet him.  He investigated 
and found     that Abraham had killed a large panther.  
 
     The animal was skinned and the hide was stretched on the side of the house.  It 
was in the process of tanning when Boone stopped at the house.  When he was told 
of the foregoing he was so proud of young Abraham that he gave him the compass 
and sun-glass.   
 
On reaching manhood, Abraham Miller married Elizabeth Endicott and his sister 
(Jane Miller) married James Endicott, children of Moses.   
 
The compass is now in possession of Claud E. Hensley, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. 
 
Moses Sr., in his application for a pension for Revolutionary service, stated he was 
well acquainted with John Miller and Col. Isaac Miller, the former making a 
deposition in behalf of Moses Sr.  In as much as the Endicott homesteads were in 
the near vicinity of the Miller settlement, it is problematical whether it was the son 
and daughter of Moses Sr., that married the son and daughter of John Miller.   
 
Thomas’s holdings in Kentucky 
 
 In Kentucky in 1789 Thomas bought a farm of 100 acres. Then, in 1792 he 
bought an additional 192 acres, and in 1798, 50 acres more.  And finally in 1809, 
he was deeded an additional 285 acres.  It is unknown whether he sold any of this 
land during the period.  But even if he did, he certainly seems to have accumulated 
a lot of land.  No need to move any more now, it would seem.   
  

Thomas Looks To Move Again 
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         But then in 1811, Thomas started looking for new land yet again.  He went to 
what is today Posey County, Indiana, to scout out land there.   Somehow what he 
had already wasn’t good enough.  Again, was it because the land he was on wore 
out?  We don’t know. 
  

The War of 1812, in which several of Thomas’s descendants fought, 
prevented Thomas from moving to Posey County right then.  But, in 1815, 
remembering Thomas’s reports about the fertile land in Indiana, some of Thomas’s 
descendants did move to Posey County.  
  
       And in 1817, Thomas, now 80 years old, moved there, too.  He was 
described as a “major land owner in Posey County,” but it is not known exactly 
how much land he had.  He died there in 1831, at age 94. 
 
      From Posey County, a large colony of Endicotts started in the Midwest and 
is there to this day.  Others moved into Missouri, Wisconsin, Kansas, Oregon, 
Colorado, Oklahoma and California.  
 
       And the result of all this is that the clan that started in Massachusetts is now 
represented in other states much more than it is in Massachusetts or even New 
England where it originally came from. 
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Thomas Endicott 1737-1831 
 
  
Sources: 
 1. “The History of the Endicott - Sanford Family,” by 
  Teddy Hollis Sanford, Jr. 
 

*** 
OTHER ENDICOTT DESCENDANTS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
 
 
BENJAMIN KILLAM (May 20, 1740- August 31, 1811) 
 He is listed in the History of Temple, New Hampshire, among those who 
marched to Cambridge, Massachusetts to repel the British on April 19, 1775.  His 
name appears among the Heroes of 1776 on a monument at Temple, New 
Hampshire.  After the Revolution, he was a farmer and was active in town affairs, 
serving on the school squad and giving land for a schoolhouse, and helping secure 
transfer (due to topography) of several lots including his from the Town of 
Lyneboro to the Town of Temple in 1795. 
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 He was a 6th generation descendant of Governor John Endecott and a 
grandson of Grace Endecott (daughter of Zerubbabel and Grace Symonds and great 
granddaughter of Governor John Endecott.) Grace  married Samuel Killam on Dec 
21, 1715.  Their son Samuel Killam, born on December 4, 1716, married Abigail 
Roberts.  Samuel and Abigail's son Benjamin Killam was born May 20, 1740 in 
Wilmington (Woburn) Massachusetts.  He married Sarah Foster October 1, 1761 
and they moved to Temple/Lyneboro, New Hampshire, about 1773.  He died in 
Wilmington, Massachusetts where he had gone on business. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  Emails from Martha Pike on September 5 and 18, 2012.  
 

*** 
 

WAR AGAINST THE BARBARY PIRATES È 
 

 For years various countries including the United States had been paying 
“protection money” to several North African states that were nominally part of the 
Ottoman Empire, but really were autonomous states.  They were Tripoli, Algiers, 
Tunis, and the Sultanate of Morocco and were collectively called the Barbary 
States.  If the tribute wasn’t paid, the Barbary pirates would force into slavery the 
crews of any ships they captured. The US paid in large measure because it didn’t 
yet have a navy with which to do anything else. 
  
 The official Barbary rationale for this piracy is eerily similar to radical 
Islamic rationale in support of ISIS and the Taliban today.  For instance, here is 
how the Tripolitan ambassador at the time, Sidi Haji Abdul Rahman Adja, 
explained it: 
 
 It was written in their Koran, that all nations which had not acknowledged 
 the Prophet were sinners, whom it was the right and duty of the faithful to 
 plunder and enslave; and that every mussulman who was slain in this 
 warfare was sure to go to paradise.  
 
 However, by 1794, the US had begun to construct a navy.  And finally, in 
1801, shortly after he was inaugurated President, Thomas Jefferson refused to pay 
up any longer and Tripoli declared war on the United States.  In 1802, Jefferson 
responded by sending a naval task force under Commodore Edward Preble to the 
Mediterranean to deal with the pirates.   
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 There were several ships in this task force: Argus, Chesapeake, 
Constellation, Constitution, Enterprise, Intrepid, Philadelphia and Syren. 
 
  In October 1803, Tripoli's fleet captured USS Philadelphia intact after the 
US frigate ran aground on a reef while patrolling Tripoli harbor.  The US 
responded when Steven Decatur, who had earlier commanded the USS 
Constitution for a brief period of time, led a successful raid to burn the 
Philadelphia, thus depriving the enemy of its use.  Samuel Endicott was a member 
of this raiding party.   
 
 The turning point in the war occurred when Marine Corps Lieutenant 
Presley O’Bannon led a force of about 500 men across the desert and captured the 
city of Derna.  After that the Tripoltans signed a treaty ending hostilities on June 
10, 1805. 
 
 However, a second war against the Barbary pirates started in 1807 when 
Algiers started capturing and holding sailors for ransom again.  Finally in 1815 
naval victories by Commodores William Bainbridge and Stephen Decatur led to 
treaties ending this second war, and ending all tribute payments by the U.S.  
 
ENDICOTTS IN THE BARBARY PIRATES WAR 

 
SAMUEL ENDICOTT (1779- 1821)  
 Samuel Endicott has the distinction of having a U.S. WWII destroyer named 
after him (see below).  He was a direct descendant of Governor John Endecott, 
through the fifth son of Zerubbabel Endecott, Joseph, and he grew up in 
Cumberland County, New Jersey. His line in America: 

• John (1588- 1665) 
• Zerubbabel (1635-1684) 
• Joseph (1672 – 1747) 
• Joseph (1711 – 1748) 
• Samuel (1741 – 1782) 
• Samuel (about 1779 – 1821) 
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Samuel Endicott 

 
Sam was the second child (and last son) of Samuel (1741-1782). 

 
 Sam served as a quarter gunner on the U.S.S. Enterprise (the first one) in the 
Barbary Wars.  A quarter gunner was a petty officer under the direction of the 
ship’s gunner, whose duty it was to assist the gunner in keeping the guns and their 
carriages in proper order,  filling the cartridges with powder, and furnishing 
whatever was necessary for keeping the guns in top condition.   

 
The muster rolls for the 12 gun sloop-of-war USS Enterprise, shows that 

Samuel Endicott, Quarter Gunner, entered service on April 2, 1803, and joined the 
ship on April 4, 1803 under the command of Lieutenant Isaac Hull (who later 
commanded USS Constitution when she defeated HMS Guerriere).  

 
The name Samuel Endicott appears on the list of volunteers from the 

Enterprise who then manned the small 64 ton ketch “Intrepid” when she burned the 
captured U.S.S. Philadelphia in Tripoli harbor to prevent her being used by the 
Barbary pirates. The Philadelphia was the second ship of that name in the US Navy 
and she was a 36-gun frigate.  
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A check signed by Sam Endicott in 1810 

 
On October 31, 1803, the Philadelphia was chasing a Tripolitan ship of the 

xebec type a when Philadelphia ran onto the rocks off Tripoli, was unable to get 
off, and was captured along with her entire crew and officers.  

 
American officials then decided that the only alternative was to set fire to the 

Philadelphia to prevent its use by Tripoli. 
 
Ironically, the Intrepid was originally a Tripolitan ketch named the Mastico 

that  had been captured by the Enterprise on December 23, 1803.  But the 
Tripolitan garrison at Tripoli was unaware of this capture.  

 
On the night of February 16, 1804, Stephen Decatur (who later played a 

major role in the development of the U.S. Navy) and a crew of 84 volunteers in the 
Intrepid, all that the ship would hold, entered Tripoli harbor and set fire to the 
Philadelphia.  

 
In his 1938 book, “The Navy: A History”  Fletcher Pratt tells the story of 

how this happened: 
 
The moon was young when they drifted in on the faintest of breezes,  with 

Philadelphia looming black before them out of the tangle of masts.  She had two 
hundred men or more; her guns were loaded with double shot; the castle stood 
above her with 115 heavy cannon in it and lights along the embrasures to show the 
pirates kept watch.  

 
Straight on came Intrepid.  As Philadelphia’s watch hailed, Sicilian  

 born Salvador Catalano, posing as the captain, jabbered back in their  
 own barbarous lingo that he was bringing in a blockade-runner with  
 provisions from Malta.  

 
The Philadelphia’s crew threw a rope; Intrepid was warped to the  

 frigates side, with her hatch-combines rising cautiously.  At the last  
 moment, someone on the frigate’s deck sighted a row of heads below  
 bright steel. “Americano!” he yelled and at that same moment   
 Decatur shouted “Board!” and the 84 piled across the bulwarks with  
 their cutlasses swinging.  
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Midshipman Morris hacked down the first of the defenders and a  
 seaman drove a boarding pike right through the man behind.  The rest  
 broke for the forecastle with the Americans slashing at their backs.  In 
 a moment it was all over; the two hundred Tripolitans dead or   
 jumping through the portholes, while the demolition parties were  
 carrying their combustibles aboard.  

 
They worked so fast and the flames caught so well that Decatur had  

 barely time to swing himself into the Intrepid rigging as the cables  
 were cut, with smoke billowing all round and little tongues of flame  
 beginning to dance up the tarry ropes (ropes coated with flammable tar -ed.) 

 
The batteries were awake now; boom, boom, boom, they sounded  

 out, throwing tall columns of rainbow spray between Intrepid and her  
 victim as the little ketch picked up speed while the gunners were so  
 excited they hit nothing.  

 
Down the harbor and out to sea the adventurous argosy moved with  

 every man safe, just as Philadelphia blew up.  
 
 
None other than famed British Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson called it “the 

most bold and daring act of the age.”  Even the Pope weighed in.  Pope Pius VII 
publicly proclaimed that “the United States, though in their infancy, had done more 
to humble the anti-Christian barbarians on the African coast, than all the European 
states had done for a long period of time.” 

 
Sam then went back to the Enterprise and his service there lasted to 

September 20, 1804, when he transferred to the 36-gun frigate, the U.S.S.  John 
Adams.  These ships were in the Mediterranean Squadron of Commodore Preble.  

 
The remaining chapter of Sam’s life is vague.  We know only that he was 

lost on a later voyage of an “East Indian” vessel when he went ashore on one of the 
Aegean Islands.  No Endicotts are directly descended from Sam since he never 
married. 

 
We do know, though, that on one of his numerous voyages to far eastern 

lands, Sam acquired a watch that he gave to his sister, Ann.  She in turn passed it 
on to her youngest nephew, George Washington Endicott (August 10, 1863 - 
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November 10, 1918), from whom it was passed to Washington Allen Endicott of 
Chicago, Illinois. 

 
On April 5, 1942, Samuel Endicott was honored when the destroyer, USS 

Endicott (DD-495) (see below) started down the ways at the Harbor Island Plant of 
the Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding Corporation in Seattle, Washington.  

 
During WWII, she sank a German merchantman and two German Corvettes 

in a pitched battle off of Southern France in 1944 and was one of the escort 
destroyers for President Roosevelt’s trip to Yalta.  She later served in the Korean 
War in which she is believed to have helped sink a Soviet submarine.  She was 
decommissioned on August 17, 1954.  To this day, her ship’s bell hangs in the 
chapel of the Presidential retreat at Camp David.   Camp David is a US Naval 
facility and traditionally important visitors are “piped aboard” and saluted by the 
ringing of the bell from the USS Endicott.   

 
 
Sources: 

1. http://www.navsource.org/archives/05/495.htm  
2. http://famous-celebrity-autographs.com/samuel-endicott-autograph.html 
3. “The Navy: A History” by Fletcher Pratt , 1938. 
4. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John 

Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 205-6.  
 

*** 
 

WAR OF 1812 È 
 
 The War of 1812 was from June 18, 1812 – Feb. 18, 1815, during the 
Napoleonic wars in Europe, which greatly distracted the British.  It took place in 
three theaters: the Atlantic Ocean; the Great Lakes and the Canadian frontier; and 
the southern states.  
 
 A key battle in the war was the Battle of the Thames, in Ontario, Canada, 
and three Endicotts fought in it, John A. Endicott, Joseph Endicott, and Joseph 
Nation Endicott.  As another point of interest, there was a New Jersey unit that 
served during the war, which contained 6 Endicotts.  In addition, several 
Massachusetts Endicotts served in the war.  And finally, a John Endicott served on 
the British side during the war.  
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 The Americans declared war on Britain on June 18, 1812 for a number of 
reasons.  These included a desire for American expansion into Canada’s Northwest 
Territory, ending British support of American Indians who opposed American 
settlers,  ending British restrictions against Americans trading with France because 
of Britain's ongoing war with France, and ending British impressment of sailors 
taken from American ships. 
 
 An example of ending British support of American Indians, was the battle of 
Tippecanoe on November 11, 1811 against Indians, which immediately preceded 
the War of 1812.  This was a U.S. victory but since the Americans suspected the 
British had encouraged the Indians, it was one of the causes of the War of 1812 
that started only a few months later.  William H. Endicott, 1792-1857, was in the 
Battle of Tippecanoe.   
 
 But the most oft cited reasons for the war was the British impressment of 
about 3,000 American merchant sailors into the Royal Navy.  From 1792-1868, 
one of the things the U.S. Government did to cut down on this was to issue 
American sailors a “Seaman’s Protection Certificate,” attesting to the fact that the 
sailor in question was a U.S. Citizen and thus theoretically, at least, immune from 
impressment. 
 
 As luck would have it, we have one of these certificates for a sailor by the 
name of Samuel Endicott, born about 1779, on Tinicum Island, in Pennsylvania, a 
copy of which is below.  He is described as 28 years old, 5’ 7”, with brown hair 
and hazel eyes and having an anchor tattoo on his arm and scars on shoulders and 
feet.  (NB On March 6, 2017, Dr. Richard Hulver, Historian, Emergent Response 
Section, Naval History and Heritage Command, in Washington, DC, wrote me that 
he thought it “likely: that this certificate belonged to Samuel Endicott of the 
Barbary Pirates War -- see above -- but he couldn’t be absolutely sure.)  
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Seaman’s Protection Certificate for Sam Endicott  
 
 
 (We also have Seamen’s Protection Certificates for two other Endicotts, 
Issac Endicott , born about 1816 in Great Egg Harbor, New Jersey and James S. 
Endicott born about 1832 in Port Republic, New Jersey.  But they were born too 
late to be in the War of 1812.) 
 
 Until 1814, the British Empire adopted a defensive strategy in the War of 
1812, repelling multiple American invasions of the provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada (today’s Ontario and Quebec, respectively).  But with the defeat of 
Napoleon in in October, 1813 at the Battle of Nations in Leipzig, and Napoleon’s  
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abdication to the island of Elba in April, 1814, the British adopted a more 
aggressive strategy, sending in three large armies along with more patrols.   One of 
these armies captured Washington and burned the U.S. Capitol, the White House, 
the Washington Naval Yard and other government buildings on August 24, 1814.   
 
 Shortly after that, on September 12-14, the British attempted to capture the 
port city of Baltimore in sea and land invasions, but were repulsed.  The 
Americans’ successful defense of Fort McHenry in Baltimore harbor inspired 
Francis Scott Key to write his poem “The Defense of Fort M’Henry,” which was 
soon set to a popular British tune of the day, renamed “The Star Spangled Banner” 
and much later, in 1916 was adopted as the official anthem of the United States 
(first in an executive order signed by President Wilson and then, in 1931, by a 
Congressional resolution signed by President Hoover).  
 
 After the British withdrawal from Baltimore, the Treaty of Ghent officially 
ending the war, was signed on December 24, 1814.   But it still had to be ratified 
by both the British Parliament and the U.S. Senate before it could take effect.   
Parliament ratified it shortly thereafter, on December 30, 1814.  But the U.S. 
Senate didn’t ratify it until February 18, 1815. 
 
 In the meantime, the last major battle of the war, the Battle of New Orleans, 
was fought on January 8, 1815 resulting in a British rout: 2,459 British casualties 
compared to 333 for the Americans.  The battle helped propel Andrew Jackson, the 
victorious American general, into the U.S. Presidency.  
    
 When the war was over the United States could say it won by eliminating 
British impressment of U.S. sailors, winning greater freedom of the seas, ending 
British support of Indian efforts against U.S. settlers, and discouraging any foreign 
country from intervening in North America again (later codified in the Monroe 
Doctrine).  It’s also true that the war boosted the confidence of  the young 
American Republic and gave it more national heroes, most notably Andrew 
Jackson, a future President, and a national anthem, the Star Spangled Banner.  But 
Canada can also say it won because it successfully resisted U.S. attempts to move 
into Canada.  And even Britain could say it won because it retained Canada as one 
of several British colonies (Canada didn’t gain its independence from Britain until 
1867).  
 

What follows are, by theater,  the key battles of the war. 
 
 ATLANTIC THEATER 
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 The Royal Navy had 85 vessels in American waters.  By contrast, the United 
States Navy comprised only 8 frigates, 14 smaller sloops and brigs, and no ships of 
the line whatsoever.  However, some American frigates were exceptionally large 
and powerful for their class.  Furthermore, the Americans had a fleet of privateers 
that was considerably larger than their navy and they unleashed that on the British, 
too.  The British strategy was to protect their merchant shipping to and from 
Halifax, Canada and the West Indies, and to blockade major American ports to 
restrict American trade.  Because of their numerical inferiority, the Americans 
aimed to cause disruption through hit-and-run tactics. 
 
 Key naval battles included: 
 
August 19, 1812 
USS Constitution captured and burned HMS Guerriere 
 
October 25, 1812  
USS United States captured HMS Macedonian 
  
December 289, 1812 
USS Constitution captured and burned HMS Java 
 
June 1, 1813 
HMS Shannon captured USS Chesapeake. William Endicott (1799-1899) 
witnessed this battle, which took place off the Beverly, Massachusetts coast, 
through a telescope from the roof of his father's house on Bartlett Street. 
 
March 28, 1814 
HMS Phoebe and HMS Cherub captured USS Essex 
 
January 15, 1815 
A squadron of British ships captured USS President 
 
February 20, 1815 
USS Constitution captured both HMS Cyane and HMS Levant 
 
Throughout the war: 
American privateers captured many British ships.  One such privateer was Jacob 
Endicott, captain of the schooner Dolphin (see below). 
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Great Lakes and the Canadian frontier: 
 
August, 1812 
DETROIT, Michigan.  An American force invading Canada ended up 
surrendering 3,000 men to a force of British regulars, Canadian militia and Native 
Americans, led by the Shawnee leader Tecumseh.  The surrender not only cost the 
U.S. the village of Detroit, but control over most of the Michigan territory. The 3rd 
Regiment of the York Militia was on the British side in this battle and a John 
Endicott was in that regiment so it’s very possible he was in this battle, too. 
 
October 13, 1812 
QUEENSTOWN HEIGHTS, Ontario, Canada.  This was a British victory.  It 
came after the Americans launched a second invasion of Canada. The 3rd 
Regiment of the York Militia was on the British side in this battle and a John 
Endicott was in that regiment so it’s very possible he was in this battle, too. 
 
April 27, 1813 
LAKE ONTARIO.  Several battles comprised the struggle to control Lake 
Ontario, one of which was the Battle of York (today’s Toronto) on April 27, 1813.  
The 3rd Regiment of the York Militia was on the British side in this battle and a 
John Endicott was in that regiment so it’s very possible he was in this battle, too.  
In fact, since he came from York, it seems likely he was in this battle. 
 
September 10, 1813 
LAKE ERIE, off the coast of Ohio.  In one of the biggest naval battles of the war, 
9 vessels of the United States Navy defeated and captured 6 British vessels.  This 
ensured American control of the lake for the rest of the war, which in turn allowed 
the Americans to recover Detroit and win the Battle of the Thames and break 
Tecumseh’s Indian confederation.  
 
October 5, 1813 
THAMES, in Ontario, Canada.  3,700 Americans, including 1,000 cavalry, 
defeated 800 British and 500 Indians, resulting in the death of the Shawnee chief 
Tecumseh, and the destruction of the Native American coalition that he led.  Three 
Endicotts were in this battle and witnessed the death of Tecumseh.  The Americans 
now controlled western Ontario, and permanently ended the threat of Indian raids 
emanating from Canada into the American Midwest, thus achieving a basic war 
goal. 
 
August 24, 1814 
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BLADENSBURG, Maryland.  U.S. defeat here opened the door to a British 
advance on Washington,  D.C..  The battle was part of the British Chesapeake Bay 
Campaign.  Since the British controlled the oceans, and by April 14, 1814, they 
had defeated Napoleon, they were now able to raid the American coast at will.  The 
most famous episode was a series of British raids on the shores of Chesapeake 
Bay, including an attack on Washington that resulted in the British burning of the 
White House, the Capitol, the Navy Yard, and other public buildings. 
 
September 6-11, 1814 
PLATTSBURGH/LAKE CHAMPLAIN, New York.  This was both a land battle 
and a naval battle, resulting in a decisive American victory that checked the British 
invasion of New York.  On December 14, 1814, the Treaty of Ghent officially 
ended the war.  
 
January 8, 1815 
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana.  General Andrew Jackson crushed the British in the 
biggest American victory in a land battle in the war, thus thwarting a British 
invasion of Louisiana.  The combatants did not realize the war was already over.  
 
ENDICOTTS IN THE WAR OF 1812 
 
JACOB ENDICOTT  
 He was captain of the schooner Dolphin, a privateer, and had many 
adventures, including being captured by the British.  Privateers were an important 
part of the American naval forces in the War of 1812.  In fact, the U.S. privateer 
force was much larger than the official U.S. Navy. 
 
  Privateers were essentially legalized pirates, authorized by the U.S. 
Government by “letters of marque” to attack British shipping during the U.S. 
Revolution and the War of 1812.  The system was a way of mobilizing ships and 
sailors without having to spend public money or commit naval officers.  The cost 
was borne by investors hoping to profit from prize money earned from captured 
cargo and vessels.  The United States has not issued a letter of marque since the 
nineteenth century. 
 
 In the War of 1812, the regular U.S. Navy numbered only 23 ships, carrying 
a total of 556 guns.  This force captured 254 enemy ships, worth $6,600,000.  
Meanwhile, the United States had 517 privateers, totaling 2,863 guns, and captured 
an impressive 1,300 enemy ships, worth $39,000,000. 
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 These figures have caused some historians to argue that it was the 
Americans’ disruption of British commerce at sea, much more than America’s 
resistance to British land forces, that bought about an end of  British supremacy in 
North America. 
 
 The Dolphin was one of 23 privateer schooners based in Salem, 
Massachusetts. The fore and aft rig of schooners made them nimble to sail and thus 
more maneuverable than their prey.  
 
 Jacob began as the captain of a small fishing schooner changed into a 
privateer, called the Fame, which was of only thirty tons, and carried two six-
pounder cannons. 
 
 He then switched to the Dolphin, a larger schooner that carried more men.  
There were actually 5 American privateer ships named Dolphin in the War of 
1812, but Jacob’s carried 28 men and 3-5 guns.  She was built in Baltimore before 
the war, then changed into a privateer, where she made a remarkable record before 
she was captured in September, 1812.   As an example of the prizes Dolphin 
captured, one ship is known to have brought the large sum of $60,000.   
 
 It is said that Jacob Endicott treated his prisoners well.   For example, in one 
case, a lady passenger, Mrs. Elizabteh Bell of Nova Scotia, happened to be a 
passenger on the schooner Ann when captured by the Dolphin.  Reaching Salem, 
Mrs. Bell caused a notice to be published in a newspaper recognizing “with much 
gratitude the gentlemanly and humane treatment of the captain (i.e. Jacob Endicott 
– ed) and prize master of the Dolphim in returning to her nine hundred dollars, 
together with her personal effects.”  
 
 Here is another case.  This time Jacob treated prisoners so well they 
switched sides to help him.  On July 23, 1812, the Dolphin returned to port after 20 
days at sea.  She had been chased several times by British cruisers, but always 
escaped.  During this sortie Jacob Endicott captured 6 vessels.  He treated the 
prisoners so well that when a British frigate chased him for 24 hours, the prisoners 
helped him to get out of cannon range, saying they would  rather go to America 
than be pressed into service by a British man-o-war.  
  
 The following are some of the ships captured by the Dolphin during her 
career: 
 

• The Wabisch, laden with timber 
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• The brig Antelope 
• The ship Empress 
• The schooner, Ann Kelly, of Halifax, with a miscellaneous cargo. 
• The brig, St. Andrews, bound for England 
• The ship, Mary, from Bristol, England and headed for St. Johns, carrying 

fourteen guns and having a considerable quantity of arms  
      and ammunition on board 

• The ship, Venus, an American vessel, with English property on board 
valued at $60,000 

• The schooner, Jane, sailing from the West Indies for Halifax 
 
 The Dolphin’s end was similar to that of many privateers, however: she was 
captured and her crew interned.  Dolphin was captured on August 12, 1812, off 
Shelburne, Ontario by the British Cruiser, The Earl of Moira.  Dolphin’s value 
when captured was estimated at $6,000.  (There were 5 American Dolphins 
captured by the British, so sources can be confusing.)  We don’t know what 
happened to Jacob after that. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privateer 
2. History of Essex County, Massachusetts: with biographical ..., 

Volume 1, Part 1 edited by Duane Hamilton Hurd 
3. http://www.1812privateers.org/United%20States/EmmonsList.htm 
4. A History of American Privateers, copyright 1899, by D. Appleton 

and Company, as found at: 
http://www.archive.org/stream/historyofamerica005304mbp#page/n11/mode/2up 
 

*** 
 
JAMES ENDICOTT 
 He was mustered in the Roll of Captain John D. Thomas' Company of 
Infantry of the Kentucky Militia, Detached, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
William E. Boswell.  He was mustered in on March 3, 1813 and out on September 
3, 1813.  The record shows that he was present, but not fit for duty. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
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Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 

Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
 

*** 
JOHN ENDICOTT (December 29, 1772 - February 23, 1850) 
 His name is spelled “Endecott” on his tombstone but “Endicott” 
everywhere else.  This confusion of the spelling also exists for  another John 
Endicott who fought with the Queen’s Rangers in the American Revolution (see 
above story in that chapter).  For this and other reasons, it’s tempting to think that 
the John Endicott of the Queen’s Rangers may have been the father of this John 
Endicott of the Canandian militia, but there is no proof of that at the present time.  
However, they are the right ages, and they came from the same town, York.  
 

This John Endicott fought along side the British army during the War of 
1812, as a Lieutenant in the 3rd Regiment of the York Militia from 1812-1814. 
(York is present-day Toronto.)  

The York Militia was a volunteer militia unit in Upper Canada formed after 
the passage of the Militia Act of 1793. Members of the York Militia were drawn 
from the settlers of York County, an area mostly made up of present day Greater 
Toronto. 

The Militia consisted of 3 line infantry regiments, numbered the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. 
The 3rd Regiment fought at Detroit, Queenston Heights, and York.  
 We do not have documentary proof that John Endicott fought in any of these 
battles but since the unit he was did, it seems likely he did, too. 
 

Detroit 
The Siege of Detroit, also known as the Surrender of Detroit or the Battle of 

Fort Detroit, took place on August 15-16, 1812. A British force under Major 
General Isaac Brock with American Indian allies under Shawnee leader Tecumseh used 
bluff and deception to intimidate U.S. Brigadier General William Hull into 
surrendering the fort and town of Detroit, Michigan, along with his dispirited army 
which actually outnumbered the victorious British and Indians. 
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The British victory reinvigorated the militia and civil authorities of Upper 
Canada, who had previously been pessimistic and affected by pro-U.S. agitators. 
Many Indians in the Northwest Territory were inspired to take arms against U.S. 
outposts and settlers. The British held Detroit for more than a year before their 
small fleet was defeated on Lake Erie, which forced them to abandon the western 
frontier of Upper Canada. 
 

Battle of Queenston Heights 
 

The Battle of Queenston Heights was fought on October 13, 1812. One of 
the most famous battles of the war, it was the struggle for a portion of the Niagara 
escarpment overlooking Queenston, where more than 1,000 American soldiers 
crossed into Upper Canada.  

 
Part of the American force reached the top, circled the British artillery 

position and forced the British from the Heights. General Isaac Brock, one of the 
most respected British military leaders of his day, was killed leading a counter-
attack.  

 
Mohawk chiefs John Norton and John Brant and about 

80 Haudenosaunee and Delaware warriors held back the Americans for hours — 
long enough for reinforcements to arrive so that the British could retain the crucial 
outpost. 
 

Battle of York 
 
 York was John Endicott’s home town so it seems most likely he fought 
there.  The battle of York was fought on April 27, 1813 and unfortunately for John, 
was one of the first American victories on land during the War of 1812. 
 
 The Americans decided to attack York, which was on the northwestern shore 
of lake Ontario, because they wanted to destroy two British ships there as well as 
another one under construction, thus making it harder for the British to control the 
lake. 
 
 Even though York was then the capital of Upper Canada (present day 
Ontario; Lower Canada is present day Quebec) it was not well defended.  It was 
garrisoned by 700 men, including a number of men from the 3rd York Militia 
Regiment, and was supported by 50-100 Mississauga and Chippewa Indians. 
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 The American force consisted of 1,700 troops contained in a fleet that 
appeared off York during the afternoon of April 26, 1813.  The British 
response was not well organized and the Americans pushed the British 
back to a battery of artillery they had.   The British then suffered a 
disaster when the battery’s magazine exploded, killing 20 and wounding 
many more. 
 
 The British had now lost 62 dead and 94 wounded, and their general 
decided to pull his regulars out of York, leaving the militia behind to 
surrender the town.  As the Americans closed in on the abandoned 
British position, another magazine exploded, sending huge stones flying 
into the American ranks, killing 38 Americans and wounding 222. 
 
 After the British surrender, a number of buildings were burned and 
there was some looting during the 5-day American occupation, after which they 
withdrew from York. The sacking of York was a primary motivation for the 
Burning of Washington by British troops later in the war.  
 

Garrison at York 
 
 The only other military record we have of John Endicott is the document 
below ordering him and others to remain at York to garrison the fort there while 
part of the 3rd Regiment was sent to Fort George: 
 
 
Regimental Orders by Lieut. Colonel Chewitt 
Commanding 3rd Regiment York Militia 
[P.A.C., Upper Canada Sundries] 
 

York, 5th September, 1812 
 
 In Consequence of the Flank Companies of said Regiment now in the 
Garrison of York under the Command of Major Allan, having been ordered by 
Major General Scheaffe on the 4th. Instant, to proceed with all possible speed to 
Fort George. – The following Officers Number of Non Commissioned Officers and 
Privates detached by their respective Quotas from the Battalion Companies of said 
Regiment, are hereby directed to Compose the following Companies and to do 
Duty in the Garrison until further Orders. 
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1st Captain Denison 
Lt. Endicott 
Ensn. McArthur 
3 Sergeants 
42 Rank & file 
 
2nd Captain Ridout 
Lt. Kendrick 
Ensn. Brooks 
3 Sergeants 
42 Rank & file 
 
3rd Captain Hamilton 
Lieut. Playter 
Ensn. Jarvis 
3 Sergeants 
42 Rank & file 
 

Canadian nationalism 
  

By the end of the War of 1812, Upper Canadian pride in the wartime 
accomplishments of its militia created a real sense of patriotism. Many Upper 
Canadians even wanted to believe (erroneously) that the Canadian militia, not 
British regulars, was primarily responsible for saving Upper Canada from 
American conquest. 

 
Two groups 

  
Depending on one's age and physical condition, Canadian militiamen were 

assigned to one of two groups: "embodied and sedentary."  Members of the 
sedentary militia were unorganized and untrained and usually employed 
as military laborers or guards.  The embodied militia was composed of 
volunteers supplemented by men chosen by lot.  They were in better 
physical condition, received training and were frequently good enough 
to fight on the flank or along side regular troops. 
 

Uniforms 
 

 When officers of the militia wanted to have a uniform of their own, 
they were allowed to purchase it themselves, as long as they made sure 
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it had the following characteristics: scarlet coat with plain gilt 
metal buttons, blue facings and a white waistcoat.  Trousers could be 
either linen or woolen or breeches and leggings.  But officers were 
advised "on every occasion when in the field, to dress in conformity 
with the men in order to avoid the bad consequences of a conspicuous dress." 

 
Children 

  
John had 12 children, all well documented, and he is buried in Richmond 

Hill, Ontario, Canada, where there is a tombstone with his name in it. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.Personal email correspondence with descendant Rick Short,   
 October 31, 2011. 
  2. http://www.uppercanadahistory.ca/military/military8.html  
  3. http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_york_1813.html 

4. The town of York, 1793-1815: a collection of documents of early 
Toronto,” Firth, Edith G. 1927- ; Toronto: Champlain Society, 1962, 
Champlain Society of Canada, Publications 

 
*** 

 
 

JOHN ENDICOTT 
 He mustered into and out of Johnson's Mounted Regiment of the Kentucky 
Volunteers as a private. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 

Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
 

*** 
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JOHN ENDICOTT 
 There are two records of a John Endicott being mustered into Regiment 4 of 
the Kentucky Volunteers under Pogue.  Mustered in and out  as a private.  Perhaps 
this is a record duplication. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 

Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
 

*** 
JOHN ENDICOTT 
 He was mustered into Regiment 16 of the Kentucky Militia under 
Porter.  He mustered in and out as a private. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 

Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
 

*** 
 

JOHN A. ENDICOTT (1789-1874)  
 John was the third son of Moses Endicott (see above) and the brother of 
Joseph (see below), and a cousin to Joseph Nation (see below).  He enlisted in 
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Captain James Coleman’s Company, Colonel  Richard Johnson’s Regiment,  
Kentucky Mounted Infantry.  He was mustered in as a private on August 15, 1813, 
fought in battle of the Thames on October 5, 1813 and was mustered out on 
November 19,1813.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.  "The Endicott Family Contribution in the War of 1812 © by   
 LTC (Ret) Teddy H. Sanford Jr. and LTC (Ret) Gordon S Harmon 
  2. McCloskey, Mabel McFatridge. Some Descendants of John   
 Endecott, Governor of Mass Bay Colony. (Salem,     
 Massachusetts: Higginson Book Company, 1942). Reprinted.   
  3. Kentucky Adjutant General’s Office. Kentucky Soldiers of   
 the War of  1812, 1891. 
  4. White, Virgil D. Index to War of 1812 Pension Files Vol. I:   
 A-L. (Waynesboro, Tennessee: The National Historical    
 Publishing Company, 1992).   
  5. Kentucky Department of Military Affairs – War of 1812   
 Muster Rolls. 
  6. Disposition of Wilmont Nation Endicott Endicott – Moses   
 Endicott Pension File (Revolutionary War) – NARA,    
 Washington, DC 
  7. NARA, Washington, DC – Endicott Military Service    
 Records. 

*** 
 

JOHN B. ENDICOTT (1797-1878) 
 
 He was the third son of Joseph Endicott (1775-1833) and lived in 
Montgomery County, Kentucky before 1830 and in Posey County, Indiana before 
1850.   He was a Private with Captain Archibald Morrison’s Company of Infantry 
of the Kentucky Militia, Detached.  Listed as John Indicott, he was mustered in as 
a private on March 29, 1813 and was mustered out September 28, 1813.  He later 
drew a pension for his service. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  "The Endicott Family Contribution in the War of 1812 © by   
 LTC  (Ret) Teddy H. Sanford Jr. and LTC (Ret) Gordon S Harmon 
  2. McCloskey, Mabel McFatridge. Some Descendants of John   
 Endecott, Governor of Mass Bay Colony. (Salem,     
 Massachusetts: Higginson Book Company, 1942). Reprinted.   
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  3. Kentucky Adjutant General’s Office. Kentucky Soldiers of   
 the War of  1812, 1891. 
  4. White, Virgil D. Index to War of 1812 Pension Files Vol. I:   
 A-L. (Waynesboro, Tennessee: The National Historical    
 Publishing Company, 1992).   
  5. Kentucky Department of Military Affairs – War of 1812   
 Muster Rolls. 
  6. Disposition of Wilmont Nation Endicott Endicott – Moses   
 Endicott Pension File (Revolutionary War) – NARA,    
 Washington, DC 
  7. NARA, Washington, DC – Endicott Military Service    
 Records. 

*** 
 

JOHN HARMON ENDICOTT (1793- June 2, 1851) 
 His father was Aaron Endicott and his mother Phoebe Harmon.  The source 
says only that he was in the War of 1812. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.mytravers.com/family/source.php?sid=S1643186634&ged=tra
vers.ged 

*** 
 

JOSEPH ENDICOTT 
 He was mustered in on September 1, 1812 on the Roll of Captain James 
Johnson's Company, Third Regiment Kentucky Mounted Militia and mustered out 
on October 15, 1812. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 

Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
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*** 
 
JOSEPH ENDICOTT (1784-1867) 
 He was the first son of Moses Endicott and brother of John A. Endicott. 
Joseph served in Captain Coleman’s Company, enlisting in Harrison County, 
Kentucky.  He was mustered in as a private on August 15, 1813, fought in battle of 
the Thames on October 5, 1813 and was mustered out on November 19,1813.  
  
 Joseph was about 6 ft. tall, with a light complexion, light hair and blue 
eyes.  In his Affidavit to Claim Pension Certificate he states "he enlisted in Capt. 
James Coleman's Co." and it was a volunteer regiment..."  Records show that 
Captain Coleman’s Company was part of Colonel Richard Johnson’s Regiment, 
Kentucky Mounted Infantry and that Joseph served as a Private from August 15 to 
November 19, 1813. 
 
 According to Joseph, who was present at the scene and witnessed it as part 
of the Battle of the Thames, this is how the great Indian chief, Tecumseh, died, 
“Colonel Johnson had his horse shot from under him, and in falling caught his leg 
under it.  Tecumseh, seeing his plight and thinking to get an easy scalp, rushed out, 
but the colonel drew his dragoon pistol from his saddle holster and killed him.” 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  "The Endicott Family Contribution in the War of 1812 © by  LTC 
(Ret) Teddy H. Sanford Jr. and LTC (Ret) Gordon S Harmon 
  2. McCloskey, Mabel McFatridge. Some Descendants of John   
 Endecott, Governor of Mass Bay Colony. (Salem,     
 Massachusetts: Higginson Book Company, 1942). Reprinted.   
  3. Kentucky Adjutant General’s Office. Kentucky Soldiers of   
 the War of  1812, 1891. 
  4. White, Virgil D. Index to War of 1812 Pension Files Vol. I:   
 A-L. (Waynesboro, Tennessee: The National Historical    
 Publishing Company, 1992).   
  5. Kentucky Department of Military Affairs – War of 1812   
 Muster Rolls. 
  6. Disposition of Wilmont Nation Endicott Endicott – Moses   
 Endicott Pension File (Revolutionary War) – NARA,    
 Washington, DC 
  7. NARA, Washington, DC – Endicott Military Service    
 Records. 

*** 
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JOSEPH NATION ENDICOTT (1795-1874)  
 He was the second son of Joseph Endicott (1775-1833) of Nicholas County, 
Kentucky, brother of William H. Endicott (see below) and a first cousin of Joseph 
and John A. Endicott (see above). He enlisted in Captain Coleman’s Company, 
Colonel Johnson’s 3rd Regiment, Kentucky Mounted Militia, mustering in as a 
private on August 15, 1813, fought in battle of the Thames on October 5, 1813 and 
was mustered out on November 19,1813.  
 
 Sources: 

1.  "The Endicott Family Contribution in the War of 1812 © by  LTC 
(Ret) Teddy H. Sanford Jr. and LTC (Ret)   Gordon S Harmon 

  2. McCloskey, Mabel McFatridge. Some Descendants of John 
Endecott, Governor of Mass Bay Colony. (Salem,    Massachusetts: 
Higginson Book Company, 1942). Reprinted.   
  3. Kentucky Adjutant General’s Office. Kentucky Soldiers of the War 
of 1812, 1891. 

 4. White, Virgil D. Index to War of 1812 Pension Files Vol. I: A-L. 
(Waynesboro, Tennessee: The National  

Historical Publishing Company, 1992).   
  5. Kentucky Department of Military Affairs – War of 1812 Muster 
Rolls. 
  6. Disposition of Wilmont Nation Endicott Endicott – Moses Endicott 
Pension File (Revolutionary War) – NARA,     Washington, DC 
  7. NARA, Washington, DC – Endicott Military Service Records. 

*** 
LEWIS ENDICOTT 
 He was mustered into Rifle Regiment 1 of the Kentucky Volunteers under 
Allen.  He mustered in and out as a private. 
  
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 
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Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
 

*** 
NATHAN H. ENDICOTT 
 He served as a private in Captain. N. Lamson's Company, Lieutenant 
Colonel L. Dodge's Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, during 
different periods of 3 to 17 days’ duration, from June 21 to Aug. 22, 1814.  His 
service was at Beverly, Massachusetts. 
 Sources: 

1. Records of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia Called out by the 
Governor of Massachusetts to suppress a Threatened Invasion 
during the War of 1812-14. Found at 
http://www.archive.org/stream/recordsofmassach00mass/recordsofmassach00
mass_djvu.txt. 

 
*** 

 
SAMUEL ENDICOTT 
 He served as a private with Captain J. C. King's Company, Lieutenant 
Colonel J. White's Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, from June 10 
to August 1 and September 22 to Oct. 5, 1814.  His service was at Salem, 
Massachusetts, the service being for military instruction only, from 2 to 10 days. 
 
 Sources:  

1. Records of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia Called out by the 
Governor of Massachusetts to suppress a Threatened Invasion 
during the War of 1812-14. Found at 
http://www.archive.org/stream/recordsofmassach00mass/recordsofmassach00
mass_djvu.txt. 

 
*** 

 
SAMUEL ENDICOTT, JR.  
  He served as a private with Captain T. Oaks's Company, Lieutenant  
Colonel J. White's Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.   He served 
from June 30 to July 18, 1S14 at Salem, Massachusetts.  This service was for 
military instruction only, from 2 to 10 days. 
 
 Sources: 
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  1. Records of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia Called out by the  
 Governor of Massachusetts to suppress a Threatened Invasion during  
 the War of 1812-14. Found at   
 http://www.archive.org/stream/recordsofmassach00mass/recordsofmassach
 00mass_djvu.txt. 

*** 
SAMUEL ENDICOTT, JR. 
 He mustered into White Jr's Regiment 4 of the Massachusetts Militia.  He 
mustered in and out as a private. 
  
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
*** 

WILLIAM ENDICOTT 
 He was a Corporal in Captain E. G. House's Company, Lieutenant Colonel 
P. Osgood's Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia from July 1 to July 
30, 1814.  The unit was raised at Boston and service was at Boston. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. Records of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia Called out by the  
 Governor of Massachusetts to suppress a Threatened Invasion during  
 the War of 1812-14. Found at  
 http://www.archive.org/stream/recordsofmassach00mass/recordsofmassach
 00mass_djvu.txt. 
 

*** 
WILLIAM ENDICOTT, JR 
 He  mustered into Captain Skillings Company, Artillery, Sea Fencibles, of 
the Massachusetts Militia.  He mustered in and out as a private. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
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Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and Records 
Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service Records for 
the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 1812. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 
M602, 234 rolls. 

 
*** 

 
WILLIAM ENDICOTT (1789-1871) 
 He was born in Woodford County, Kentucky.  He was the son of Joseph 
Endicott (1761-1827) and Nancy Faubion, and brother of Phoebe Endicott (see 
below; she was the mother of the Searcy men who fought in the Mexcan war).  
During the War of 1812, he was briefly enlisted with Captain Tom Lewis’s 
Company of Woodford County Volunteers (from August 29 – September 28, 
1813).  
 
 He began the march into Ohio where they were to garrison Fort Meigs along 
the Miami Du Lac River.  However, by the time that the Kentuckians began their 
march, most of the fighting around the Fort was long over and, in route, he 
obtained a substitute, George W. New, who went on in his place and was later 
captured.  
 
 Why William elected to leave service is unknown but he was a young man 
with a young, pregnant wife, Mary, and three small daughters at the time and 
Kentucky was perilously close to the frontier where Indian massacres continued 
throughout the war.  The prospect of sitting out the war in a garrison far from home 
under these circumstances was probably unappealing to him. 
 
 In any case, he returned home.  William’s wife was the daughter of Captain 
Richard Searcy (b. 21 April 1738, Grandville County, North Carolina; d. 21 
August 1824, Woodford County, Kentucky), who saw action during the 
Revolutionary War.  William moved to Platte City, Missouri in 1830.  
 

Sources: 
1.  "The Endicott Family Contribution in the War of 1812 © by  LTC (Ret) Teddy 

H. Sanford Jr. and LTC (Ret) Gordon S Harmon 
      2. McCloskey, Mabel McFatridge. Some Descendants of John Endecott, 
Governor of Mass Bay Colony. (Salem,     
 Massachusetts: Higginson Book Company, 1942). Reprinted. 
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      3. Kentucky Adjutant General’s Office. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of  1812, 
1891. 
      4. White, Virgil D. Index to War of 1812 Pension Files Vol. I: A-L. 
(Waynesboro, Tennessee: The National Historical Publishing Company, 1992). 
      5. Kentucky Department of Military Affairs – War of 1812 Muster Rolls. 
     6. Disposition of Wilmont Nation Endicott Endicott – Moses Endicott Pension 

File (Revolutionary War) – NARA,    Washington, DC 
     7. NARA, Washington, DC – Endicott Military Service Records. 

*** 
 
WILLIAM HARRISON ENDICOTT (1792-1859) 
 William was the first son of Joseph Endicott (1775-1833).  He served in 
three different units: Captain Coleman A. Collier’s Company of Scott’s Regiment 
(mustered in August 15, 1812 as private William Endicott and mustered out 
October 15, 1812); Lieutenant John Boswell’s Company (mustered in as private 
William Indicutt and mustered out May 12, 1814); and Captain Bryson’s 
Company, all of the Kentucky Militia.  Prior to the War of 1812, he was also in the 
Battle of Tippecanoe, November 7, 1811.   Various records include spellings of his 
name as William Indicut, Indicutt, Indicott and Endicott.  William was the father of 
William Alexander Endicott who was killed in the Civil War (see below). 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  "The Endicott Family Contribution in the War of 1812 © by   
 LTC (Ret) Teddy H. Sanford Jr. and LTC (Ret) Gordon S Harmon 
  2. McCloskey, Mabel McFatridge. Some Descendants of John   
 Endecott, Governor of Mass Bay Colony. (Salem,     
 Massachusetts: Higginson Book Company, 1942). Reprinted.   
  3. Kentucky Adjutant General’s Office. Kentucky Soldiers of   
 the War of  1812, 1891. 
  4. White, Virgil D. Index to War of 1812 Pension Files Vol. I:   
 A-L. (Waynesboro, Tennessee: The National Historical    
 Publishing Company, 1992).   
  5. Kentucky Department of Military Affairs – War of 1812   
 Muster Rolls. 
  6. Disposition of Wilmont Nation Endicott Endicott – Moses   
 Endicott Pension File (Revolutionary War) – NARA,    
 Washington, DC 
  7. NARA, Washington, DC – Endicott Military Service    
 Records. 

*** 
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SPECIAL UNIT OF ENDICOTTS 
 
 In January, 1812, Congress voted to increase the size of the U. S. Army and 
gave President Madison authority to call upon the Governors of the States for 
detachments of militia, the whole of which was not to exceed one hundred 
thousand men. 
 
 Among those answering the call was Captain Robert Smith’s Artillery 
Company in New Jersey, which was assigned to the defense of the seacoast from 
New York Harbor to Cape May, New Jersey, and as occasion demanded, to protect 
any and all points along the seacoast.  All the troops were accredited to Gloucester 
County. 

 Six Endicotts, 5 of them brothers, served in Captain Robert Smith’s Artillery 
Company, which had 3 officers (2 Endicotts) and 104 enlisted men (4 Endicotts).  
They were all descendants of Governor John Endecott and are as follows: 
 
BENJAMIN ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private with Captain Robert Smith’s Artillery Company, which 
was enrolled May 1, 1814, and was attached to the Second Battalion, Third 
Regiment, Gloucester Brigade, and discharged February 19, 1815.  Benjamin is 
believed to be the only one of the 6 New Jersey Endicotts who was not a brother, 
but instead is believed to have been a cousin and the son of a Joseph and Ann 
Endicott.   
  
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.us-roots.org/njcamden/history/part1chapter8.html 

 
*** 

JACOB ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private with Captain Robert Smith’s Artillery Company, which 
was enrolled May 1, 1814, and was attached to the Second Battalion, Third 
Regiment, Gloucester Brigade, and discharged February 19, 1815.  Jacob and all 
the rest of the New Jersey Endicotts below were brothers and the sons of a 
Benjamin Endicott, born in 1741.   
  
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.us-roots.org/njcamden/history/part1chapter8.html 
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*** 
 
NICHOLAS ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private with Captain Robert Smith’s Artillery Company, which 
was enrolled May 1, 1814, and was attached to the Second Battalion, Third 
Regiment, Gloucester Brigade, and discharged February 19, 1815. 
  
 Sources: 

1. http://www.us-roots.org/njcamden/history/part1chapter8.html 
 

*** 
JOHN ENDICOTT 
 He was a Second Lieutenant with Captain Robert Smith’s Artillery 
Company, which was enrolled May 1, 1814, and was attached to the Second 
Battalion, Third Regiment, Gloucester Brigade, and discharged February 19, 1815. 
  
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.us-roots.org/njcamden/history/part1chapter8.html 
 

*** 
 

JOSEPH ENDICOTT 
 He was a First Lieutenant with Captain Robert Smith’s Artillery Company, 
which was enrolled May 1, 1814, and was attached to the Second Battalion, Third 
Regiment, Gloucester Brigade, and discharged February 19, 1815. 
  
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.us-roots.org/njcamden/history/part1chapter8.html 

*** 
 

WILLIAM ENDICOTT 
 He was a First Sergeant with Captain Robert Smith’s Artillery Company, 
which was enrolled May 1, 1814, and was attached to the Second Battalion, Third 
Regiment, Gloucester Brigade, and discharged February 19, 1815.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.us-roots.org/njcamden/history/part1chapter8.html 
 

*** 
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JOHN INDECOTT 
 There are two records showing a John Indecott as being mustered into the 
13th Regiment of the Kentucky Militia under Dudley.  It is uncertain whether this 
is a duplicate record or two separate musterings.  He mustered in and out as a 
Private. 
  
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 

Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
 

*** 
JOHN INDICUT 
 He was mustered into Regiment 16 of the Kentucky Militia under 
Porter.  He mustered in and out as a Private. 
  
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 

Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
 
 

*** 
ABRM INDICUTT 
 He mustered into Scott's Regiment 1 of the Kentucky Volunteers.  He 
mustered in and out as a Private. 
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  Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. Direct Data Capture, comp.. War of 1812 Service 
Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 1999. Original data: National Archives and 
Records Administration. Index to the Compiled Military Service 
Records for the Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During the War of 
1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M602, 234 rolls. 

 
2. Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812: With an Added Index By 

Kentucky Adjutant-General's Office. 
 

*** 
 

OTHER ENDICOTTS IN WAR OF 1812 
 
ENDICOTT F. DODGE 
 He was he the son of Edward Dodge and Mary Endicott.  He was a Private 
in the1st Regiment (Cutter's) Massachusetts Militia. 
 
 Sources: 
 1. http://www.dodgefamily.org/Wars/1812/1812_E.shtml 
 

*** 
JOHN ENDICOTT GIDDINGS (October 26, 1794 – April 4, 1824) 
 He lived and died in Beverly, Massachusetts.  John, like his father, was 
a sea captain.  He served in the War of 1812 and was taken prisoner by 
the British.   He was interned in Dartmoor Prison in England during the 
war. 
 
 The notorious Dartmoor Prison was constructed between 1806 and 1809  on 
the bleak Devonshire moor to hold prisoners of the Napoleonic Wars but it was 
also used to hold American prisoners from the War of 1812.  Ironically, its location 
is not far from where Governor John Endecott was born and raised. 
 
 It was often cold and rainy there and many prisoners did not have socks or 
blankets and wore rags for clothes even in the winter.   Food was scarce and the 
place was full of lice and other vermin. 
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 From the spring of 1813 until March of 1815 about 6,500 American sailors 
were imprisoned at Dartmoor.  Even though the British were in charge, the 
prisoners created their own governance and culture.  They had courts that meted 
out punishments, there was an in-prison market, a theater and a gambling room. 
Many of the prisoners were African-Americans.  
 
 The British held American prisoners of war at Dartmoor from the spring of 
1813 to the early summer of 1815 even though the Treaty of Ghent ending the war 
was signed on December 24, 1814. 
 
 On April 6, 1815, 7 prisoners were killed and more than 30 wounded when 
guards opened fire on inmates.  A memorial was erected to the 271 prisoners, 
mostly seamen, who are buried in the prison grounds. 
 
 The brutal mistreatment of American prisoners of war was investigated after 
the war by an Anglo-American commission, which awarded compensation to the 
families of those who had died there.   
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.computersrwilde.com/Genealogy/individual.php?pid=I72272&
ged=rww.GED&PHPSESSID=xxGOOGLEBOTfsHTTPcffWWWd 
GOOGLxx 
 2.http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/councildemocracy/record_office/record_o
ffices_in_devon/guide_sources/crime/dartmoor_prison.htm 
 

*** 
 

FIRST SUMATRAN EXPEDITON È 
 

 On February 6-9, 1832, the U.S. Navy launched a punitive expedition 
against pirates in Sumatra and although no Endicott was part of this military 
venture, one Endicott, Charles Moses Endicott, had a lot to do with starting it.  
Briefly stated, the expedition was initiated to punish pirates for capturing the ship 
Friendship that was captained by Charles Moses Endicott and killing some of its 
crew 
 
 The expedition killed or wounded about 450 pirates and supporters and 
destroyed 5 forts, while losing 2 killed and 11 wounded.  That stopped pirate 
transgressions against Americans for 6 years.   
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 But in 1838 the problem arose again when other Sumatran pirates captured 
another American ship and massacred the crew, thus provoking another punitive 
expedition.  This second expedition killed even more of the enemy and caused 
even greater destruction of their habitat and there were no more problems with 
Sumatran pirates after that. 
 
CHARLES MOSES ENDICOTT (1793 - 1863)  
 On February 7, 1831, the ship Charles was captain of, the Friendship of 
Salem, was attacked by pirates as it lay in the harbor at Kuala Batoo on the coast of 
Sumatra.  The region, known today as the Ache province of Indonesia, was a 
center of the spice trade in the early nineteenth century and Charles was there to 
buy pepper (paying for it with gold and opium).  
 
 The pirates killed half of Charles’s crew of 17, but 4 of them escaped by 
jumping overboard and swimming for it 2 miles to a nearby island.  Charles and 
some others were on shore, negotiating for the pepper, saw what was happening on 
the ship, and decided they’d better jump into a nearby rowboat and make a run for 
it themselves.  They were pursued by spear-armed men in canoes and Friendship‘s 
Second Officer, John Barry, stood in the bow, swinging at them with a cutlass as 
the men rowed and Endicott steered the boat for the open sea. 
 
 Then, moving along the coast at night in the middle of a thunderstorm, after 
9 hours and 25 miles of rowing, they landed at a harbor called Muckie at 1 am, 
exhausted. There they found 3 other American ships also there for spice trading, 
the James Monroe of New York, the Palmer of Boston, and irony of ironies, the 
Governor Endicott of Salem.  The captains of all 4 ships decided to join forces and 
try to recapture the Friendship. 
 
 On the morning of February 9, the 4 ships sailed into Kuala Batoo, at first 
offering to let the pirates go if only they would give back the Friendship. The 
pirates refused.  So, the 3 spice-traders entered the harbor firing small cannons at 
the pirates still aboard the Friendship as well as at a villagers sympathetic to the 
pirates on shore. The villagers returned fire from small fortresses on the beach, and 
the pirate returned fire from the Friendship. 
 
 The Governor Endicott was able to bring its cannon broadside fire to bear on 
the closest fortress. Pouring fire into the small enemy battery made up of some six-
pound cannon and several brass field pieces, the American fire dismounted the 
cannon in the fortress and destroyed the carriages for the field pieces. 
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 Aboard Friendship the pirates mistakenly set fire to an open keg of powder, 
which exploded and killed a number of them and silenced their guns.  The others 
left the Friendship in a boat and headed for shore. 
 
 Seeing the fleeing enemy, Charles led a three-boat boarding party, armed to 
the teeth with cutlasses, pistols, and muskets, and recaptured the Friendship. They 
were not able to retake their cargo valued at $12,000, however. 
 
 Then the Friendship made for America.  Luckily, as they prepared to sail 
down the coast, the 4 crewmen who had escaped by swimming were paddled out to 
the James Monroe by friendly Malays.   
 
 Even before the Friendship reached Salem, word had spread about the 
encounter with pirates.  As Charles put years later: 
 

The intense interest and excitement caused by our arrival may still be 
remembered. It being nearly calm we were boarded several miles out by 
crowds of people, all anxious to learn the most minute particulars of our 
misfortune. 

Word of the pirate attack and Captain Endicott’s retaking of his ship soon 
made it to Washington, D.C.  Part of the reason for that was because one 
of Friendship’s owners was Massachusetts’ US Senator Nathaniel Silsbee, a former 
merchant seaman himself.  

 That August, the U.S. Navy’s newest warship, the 177-foot-long 
USS Potomac, with 42 guns and a crew of 480 sailors and Marines under the 
command of Commodore John Downes was sent to punish the pirates.  Six months 
later, so now in 1832, when Downes landed a force of over 200 sailors and 
Marines on the shore at Kuala Batoo, the locals chose to fight rather than turn over 
the perpetrators of the Friendship attack. An hours-long battle ensued leading to 2 
Americans killed and 11 wounded while inflicting 450 casualties among the 
enemy.  Kuala Batoo’s rajah, considered the leader of the pirate attack, was killed 
and the village was burned to the ground. 

 Captain Endicott remained a hero in the Salem merchant community, and as 
late as the 1850s, still gave speeches recounting the pirate attacks on his ship. From 
his extensive voyages on the coast of Sumatra and the Straits of Malacca, he was 
one of the first Americans to publish sailing directions and created the first formal 
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chart of those waters for American captains. However, he never returned to 
Southeast Asia. 
 

Life of Charles Moses Endicott 
  
 Charles was born in Danvers, Massachusetts, the second son and third child 
of Captain Moses Endicott and Anna Towne Endicott. He was a lineal descendant 
of Governor John Endecott in the 8th generation. His father died on a voyage in 
Havana when Charles was only ten years old. 
 

Charles was educated at Phillips Andover Academy and at Mr. Tappen’s 
school in Salem.  Then he entered the accounting firm of his uncle, Samuel 
Endicott, in Salem, where he stayed 2 years.  After that he went to the counting 
house of William Ropes in Boston, where he was the principal clerk and 
bookkeeper until 1812. But instead of going to college it was decided he should 
follow in his father’s footsteps and go into shipping.   
 
 In 1812, Pickering Dodge of Salem sent him to St. Petersburg, Russia on the 
brig George Little.  He got to St. Petersburg about the time war broke out between 
Russia and England, which detained him in St. Petersburg, but he returned to 
Boson in 1813 by way of Sweden.  
 
 After the War of 1812 was over he was sent on his first voyage to Sumatra 
and Calcutta for the spice trade aboard the ship Herald of Salem, returning in 1818.  
Upon his return he was made ship’s captain and made two more voyages to 
Sumatra aboard the brig to buy pepper.  He returned home to Salem in 1820.  
 
 He then continued the pepper trade mostly from 1822-1834 and it was 
during one of these trips, in 1831, that the events described above happened. 
 
 He was known as an excellent mathematician and it is said that few were 
equal to him in being able to calculate his ship’s position at sea. He made a chart of 
the West cost of Sumatra that was widely used by American shipmasters.  He was 
a consultant to the well-known early American mathematician Nathanial Bowditch 
of Salem who is remembered for his work in ocean navigation.   
 
 In the spring of 1835, Charles was made cashier at the Salem Bank and he 
stayed there until he resigned in 1858.  
 
 He was well versed in family genealogy and wrote articles about it for 
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various publications concerning not only his line from Governor Endecott but also 
the Jacobs, Peabody, and Osgood families. His “Memoir of Gov Endicott” was 
self-published in 1847 and that year he was made a corresponding member of the 
New England Genealogical Society.  
 
 His son Ingersoll Bowditch Endicott was in the Union Army during the Civil 
War (see the Civil War chapter).  
 
 Sources: 
 
 1.  Armstrong, B.J. “ Captain Phillips, Captain Endicott, & 200 years of 
piracy,” in War on the Rocks  
https://warontherocks.com/2013/10/captain-phillips-captain-endicott-and-200-years-of-piracy/ 
retrieved 3-20-18. 
 
 2.https://books.google.com/books?id=TTkONJrQrtYC&pg=PA210#v=onep
age&q&f=false retrieved 3-20-18. 

*** 
 

BLACK HAWK WARÈ 
 
 The Blackhawk War was a brief conflict from April to August, 1832 
between the United States and Native Americans headed by Black Hawk, a Sauk 
leader.  It started after Black Hawk and a group of Native Americans known as the 
"British Band" crossed the Mississippi River into the U.S. state of Illinois in April 
1832, apparently hoping to resettle on land that had been ceded to the United States 
in a disputed 1804 treaty.  Much of the action took place in southern Wisconsin. 
 
 Notable participants in the Blackhawk War included Winfield Scott (later 
Union general-in-chief in the Civil War) Zachary Taylor (later a General in the 
Mexican War and President of the United States ) and Jefferson Davis (President 
of the Confederacy during the Civil War). 
 
 But perhaps the most notable participant was the young Abraham Lincoln 
who later characterized the carnage he witnessed in a letter to Congress:  “I had a 
good many bloody struggles with the mosquitoes and although I never fainted for 
loss of blood, I can truly say I was often very hungry.”  
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 From 60-70 US soldiers were killed in the war and 460-600 Native 
Americans.  The war gave impetus to the American policy of Indian removal, in 
which Native American tribes were pressured to sell their lands and move west of 
the Mississippi River. 
  
ENDICOTTS IN THE BLACKHAWK WAR: 
 
CLAYTON W. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private in Captain Wallis’s Independent Co, Missouri Mounted 
Volunteers.  He was mustered in on July 18, 1832, “furnished his own horse and 
rations,” and was mustered out August 18, 1832 
 
 Sources: 
  1.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
  2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Hawk_War 
 

*** 
 

MEXICAN WARÈ 
 
 The Mexican–American War was fought from 1846 to 1848 in the wake of 
the 1845 U.S. annexation of Texas, which Mexico considered part of its territory. 
 
 The war was highly significant for several reasons.  First,  the U.S. acquired 
vast new lands in the West ––what is today California, Texas, Utah and Nevada, as 
well as parts of Arizona, New Mexico, Wyoming and Colorado.   Secondly, due to 
reporters actually being on the scene and transmitting their reports by telegraph, 
the Mexican war was the first war Americans could follow closely while it 
happened.   Thirdly, the war was controversial, somewhat like the Vietnam War.  
For instance, as a Congressman, Abraham Lincoln opposed it; he was one of the 
Whigs and abolitionists who thought the only purpose of the war was to capture 
land from Mexico that could be turned into slave states.  Nevertheless, the war 
united the U.S., and the army swelled from just a few thousand to more than 
96,995 men, 67,905 (70%) of whom were volunteers, with the biggest numbers of 
volunteers coming from Louisiana, Missouri, Texas, Illinois, Tennessee, Kentucky 
and Ohio, in that order. 
 
 But proportionate to the number who served, one can argue that the Mexican 
war was one of our deadliest wars ever.  Of the 96,995 who served, 1,773 (1.8%) 
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were killed outright or died of wounds.  Another 4,102 (4.2%) were wounded.   
However, for decades following the war as more and more soldiers died due to 
causes attributed to the Mexican War, the final tally of deaths due to disease and 
non-combat causes reached 11,155 (11.5%).  In addition to this 11.5% casualty 
rate due to disease, another 9,754 (10%) were discharged during the war for 
disability, either from wounds or illness.  So, all together, you get a casualty rate of 
over 20%.   (Source: www.aztecclub.com/stats/stats.htm) 
 
 In addition to a naval blockade off the Mexican coast, American forces 
invaded and conquered New Mexico, California, and parts of what is currently 
northern Mexico.  Another American army captured Mexico City, forcing Mexico 
to agree to the sale of its northern territories to the U.S.   The following were the 
key battles of the Mexican War: 
 
May 3, 1846 
SIEGE OF FORT TEXAS.  Mexican artillery at Matamoros opened fire on Fort 
Texas, which replied with its own guns.  The bombardment continued for 160 
hours and expanded as Mexican forces gradually surrounded the fort.  Two U.S. 
soldiers were killed during the bombardment and thirteen injured.  
 
May 8, 1846 
PALO ALTO.  In this battle, the Americans employed "flying artillery," their term 
for horse artillery, a type of mobile light artillery that was mounted on horse 
carriages with the entire crew riding horses into battle.  The Mexicans replied with 
cavalry skirmishes and their own artillery.  But the U.S. flying artillery so 
demoralized the Mexican side, and seeking terrain more to their advantage, they 
retreated to the far side of a dry riverbed (resaca) during the night.  It provided a 
natural fortification, but during the retreat, Mexican troops were scattered, making 
communication difficult. 
 
May 9, 1846.   
RESACA de la PALMA.  One day after the battle of Palo Alto, the two sides 
engaged in fierce hand-to-hand combat.  The U.S. cavalry managed to capture the 
Mexican artillery, causing the Mexican side to retreat—a retreat that turned into a 
rout.  Fighting on unfamiliar terrain, his troops fleeing in retreat, the Mexican 
general Arista found it impossible to rally his forces.  Mexican casualties were 
heavy, and the Mexicans were forced to abandon their artillery and baggage.  U.S. 
soldiers firing from Fort Brown inflicted additional casualties as the withdrawing 
Mexicans passed by the fort.   Many Mexican soldiers drowned trying to swim 
across the Rio Grande. 
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July 15, 1846 – January 9, 1847 
California Campaign. U.S. forces take over California.  Battles in this campaign 
included: 
 
October 7-9 
DOMINGUEZ RANCHERO.  This started a series of 4 battles between U.S. 
forces and the “Californios,” settlers of Spanish heritage living in California, who 
opposed the U.S. forces without help from Mexico. 
 
December 6, 1846 
SAN PASQUAL  A U.S. Army column, along with a smaller force of Marines, 
engaged a small contingent of Californios and their Presidial Lancers.  After U.S. 
reinforcements arrived, Kearny's troops were able to reach San Diego, but it was a 
pyrrhic victory. 
 
January 8, 1847 
SAN GABRIEL.  This was a decisive American victory in  the California 
campaign and occurred at a ford of the San Gabriel River, at what are today parts 
of the cities of Whittier, Pico Rivera, and Montebello, about ten miles south-east of 
downtown Los Angeles. 
 
January 9, 1847 
LA MESA.  On January 12, the last significant body of Californios surrendered to 
U.S. forces.  That marked the end of armed resistance in California, and the Treaty 
of Cahuenga was signed the next day, on January 13, 1847. 
 
Pacific Coast Campaign: 
 
This was a blockade of the Mexican Pacific coast.  After Upper California was 
secure most of the U.S. Pacific Squadron proceeded down the California coast with 
the objective of capturing Mazatlan, a major supply base for Mexican forces.  The 
U.S. forces captured all the major Baja California cities and captured or destroyed 
nearly all Mexican vessels in the Gulf of California.  A Mexican campaign under 
Manuel Pineda to retake the various captured ports resulted in several small 
clashes (Battle of Mulege, Battle of La Paz, Battle of San José del Cabo) and two 
sieges (Siege of La Paz, Siege of San José del Cabo), but to no avail. 
 
Northeastern Mexico Campaign: 
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September 21-24, 1846 
MONTERREY.  General Zachary Taylor with 6,220 men defeated a Mexican 
force of about 9,000, which caused many Mexican soldiers to become 
disenchanted with the war. 
 
February 23, 1847 
BUENA VISTA. Furious fighting occurred during which the U.S. troops under 
Zachary Taylor were nearly routed by a much larger Mexican force, but managed 
to cling to their entrenched position. The Mexicans general, General Santa Anna, 
had gotten word of upheaval in Mexico City, so he withdrew, leaving Taylor in 
control over a part of Northern Mexico. 
 
Mexico City Campaign: 
 
March 9-29, 1847 
SIEGE OF VERACRUZ.  General Winfield Scott performed the first major 
amphibious landing in United States history in preparation for the Siege of 
Veracruz.  Included in the invasion force were future Civil War generals, Robert E. 
Lee, George Meade, Ulysses S. Grant, and Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson.  The 
extended barrage destroyed the will of the Mexican side to fight against a 
numerically superior U.S. force, and the Mexicans surrendered after 12 days.  U.S. 
troops suffered 80 casualties, while the Mexicans had around 180 killed and 
wounded, about half of whom were civilians. 
 
April 18, 1847 
CERRO GORDO.  Winfield Scott's U.S. troops flanked and drove Santa Anna's 
larger Mexican army from a strong defensive position.  The U.S. army suffered 
400 casualties, while the Mexicans suffered over 1,000 casualties and 3,000 were 
taken prisoner. 
 
August 20, 1847 
CHURUBUSCO.  After defeating the Mexican army at Churubusco, the U.S. 
Army was only 5 miles away from Mexico City, the Mexican capital.  A month 
later, the U.S. forces defeated the enemy at Mexico City and effectively ended the 
war. 
 
September 8, 1847 
MOLINO DEL REY.  This was one of the bloodiest engagements of the 
Mexican-American War.  Winfield Scott defeated Santa Anna again, suffering 116 
killed, 665 wounded and 18 missing, while the Mexicans suffered 269 killed, 500 
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wounded, and 852 captured.  Molino del Rey was only 1,000 yards form the Castle 
of Chapultepec, which itself was only about 2 miles from the gates of Mexico City. 
 
September 12-13, 1847 
CHAPULTEPEC.  The castle Chapultepec sat atop a 200-foot hill which in recent 
years was being used as the Mexican Military Academy.  General Scott’s force, 
which vastly outnumbered the Mexicans, scaled the walls of the castle and took it.   
George Picket, later famous for Picket’s charge at Gettysburg in the Civil War, was 
the first to the top of the wall.  After more fighting on that day, U.S. forces entered 
Mexico City.  A few months later on February 2, 1848 the Treaty of Guadeloupe 
Hidalgo was signed which officially ended the war. 
 
ENDICOTTS IN THE MEXICAN WAR 
 
JOHN SAMUEL M. ENDICOTT (August 8, 1828 – July 20, 1848) 

An account says only that he “Served with distinction in the Mexican war 
but died when he was returning home.”   
 

John was the 6th of 10 children of James Harrison Endecott (January 29, 
1794 – July 14, 1878) and Jane Miller.  James was born in Cynthiana, Harrison 
County, Kentucky, but moved to Indiana in 1828, and he died in Montgomery 
County.  John was born in Nicholas County, Kentucky but died in Madison, 
Indiana.   He was the grandson of Moses Endecott, Sr. (see above).  
 
 On October 8, 1847, John mustered in with Company I, 5th Regiment 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry as a  Private from Montgomery County.  He was 
mustered in at Madison by a Lieutenant Rodman.  The commander of Company I 
was Mahlon Dickerson Manson, a druggist, politician and later a Union General in 
the Civil War. 
 
 There were 5 Indiana regiments in the Mexican War.  When the terms of 
enlistment for the 1st and 2nd regiments expired, the 4th and 5th were created to 
replace them.  The 5th had 10 companies – Company I was the second to last.   
 

The regiment was commanded by Colonel James Henry Lane, a lawyer,  
later an Indiana Congressman and later still when he moved to Kansas a fighter 
against pro-slavery marauders.  During the Civil War he created and led the 14th 
Kansas Regiment, an all-black unit in which Joseph Endecott served (see below).  
(Colonel James Henry Lane is not to be confused with General Joseph Lane, also 
of the Mexican War.)   
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 Company I departed from Madison on October 31, 1847 on the steamer 
“Wave.”  They went first to New Orleans and from there to Vera Cruz.   A letter 
home from a member of the regiment dated November 24 reported that they had 
arrived in Vera Cruz; it was a little more than 2 months before the war ended.   By 
July 20, 1848, the date John died, the 5th was back in Madison.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.  http://reocities.com/Heartland/lake/9085/d0001/f0000073.html 
  2. Centennial History of Oregon 1811-1912, Vol. 3, page 1038 
  3.  http://www.ingenweb.org/mexican/5THIMW.HTM 
  4.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5th_Indiana_Volunteers 
 

*** 
 
WILLIAM ENDICOTT (1822 - ?)  
         His record of Service Card maintained by the Missouri Adjutant General’s 
office says he was a Private with C Company (Captain Jesse Morin) of the 
Separate Battalion, Missouri Mounted Riflemen.  He was 24 when he enrolled on 
July 22, 1846 in Platte City, Missouri.  He was mustered into service July 24, 1846 
at Fort Leavenworth, and served 12 months.  He was honorably discharged on 
September 24, 1847 at Fort Leavenworth.  The Record of Service Card also has 
this note: “This Co. was first mustered in Col. Price’s 2nd Regiment Mo. Mtd 
Vols.”  
 
 Sterling Price was a lawyer, planter and politician who later served as Major 
General in the Confederate Army.  But in the Mexican War, he was  first a Colonel 
and then a Brigadier General who won victories in Chihuahua and New Mexico.   
 
 Price raised the Second Regiment, Missouri Mounted Volunteer Cavalry and 
was appointed its Colonel on August 12, 1846.   During the period William 
Endicott was in the regiment, Price marched it along with another regiment to 
Santa Fe, New Mexico where he took possession of the city without a battle and 
assumed command of the Territory of New Mexico.   Price served as military 
governor of New Mexico, where he put down the Taos Revolt, an uprising of 
Native Americans and Mexicans in January 1847.  President James K. Polk 
promoted Price to brigadier general of volunteers on July 20, 1847 and Price was 
named military governor of Chihuahua that same month. 
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 The occupation of Santa Fe began the occupation of New Mexico.  Many of 
the citizens of Taos, New Mexico, however, were not pleased with the situation 
and planned a rebellion to take place in December, 1846.  But the plot was 
discovered before it could be put into action and the would-be rebels arrested.  
 
 On January 19, 1847, however, a new rebellion occurred and the rebels 
killed a number of the American occupiers in Taos.  Colonel Price, then in Santa 
Fe, swung into action, defeating the rebels near Santa Cruz de la Cañada.  A 
smaller battle took place near Embudo with the same result, after which Price and 
his men reached Taos. 
 
 Price found more rebels taking refuge in a church in Taos.  Ignoring the 
sanctity of the church, Price and his men blew holes in it with their cannon, killing 
150 of the enemy and practically destroying the church and losing 7 killed of their 
own. 
 
 On January 20 another group of 200 insurgents killed some American 
merchants and took over the town of Mora.  Two battles occurred in Mora and in 
the second one, history records that Captain Jesse I. Morin, the commander of 
William  Endicott’s company,  with 200 men and a howitzer caused the insurgents 
to flee and destroyed the town.  
 
 Several more battles occurred in the period May - July, but it is not known 
what role William may or may not have played in them.   After that the rebellion 
deteriorated into isolated raids and the theft of livestock.  
 
 Sources: 

1.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details.asp?id=S359299&conflict
=Mexican%20War&sType=unit&txtUnit=Separate+Battalion+Missouri+M
ounted+Riflemen&selConflict=Mexican+War&offset=75# 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sterling_Price#Mexican-American_War 

 3. http://www.newmexicohistory.org/filedetails.php?fileID=515 
 

*** 
 

OTHER ENDICOTT DESCENDANTS IN THE MEXICAN WAR 
  
  Four others who served in the Mexican war were the Searcy brothers.  Their 
mother was Phoebe Endicott and their father was Leonard Searcy.  The family 
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moved from Kentucky to Missouri and finally to Texas, which is why the four sons 
were in the Mexican war.    
   
CHRISTOPHER SEARCY (1814 - ?)  
   He served in 2 different companies.  First, he served in Captain Andrew 
Stapp’s Company, composed mostly of men recruited primarily from Colin 
Country who were mustered into federal service on July 24, 1846 and mustered out 
on February 2, 1847.   Then his name appears as a Private in Captain William 
Fitzhugh’s Company (First Service)  that was mustered in on February 2, 1847 and 
mustered out on February 2, 1848 and then in in the same company when it was 
mustered in on February 2, 1848 and mustered out on February 1, 1849. This 
company was recruited primarily of men from Grayson County.  
 
 Christopher’s line in America: 
 

1. Governor John 
2. Zerubbabel 
3. Joseph 
4. Joseph 
5. Thomas 
6. Joseph 
7. Phoebe Endicott Searcy (mother) 

 
 Sources: 

1. www.fold3.com/browsemore/haDjrXmfXBUd8lmtZA8fArOOVHAsTPkMr_
274/ 

2. http://www.collincountyhistory.com/mexican-war.html 
*** 

 
GALLATIN SEARCY (1807 - ?) 
 He was a Private in Bell’s Regiment of Texas Mounted Volunteers.  This 
was Peter Hansborough Bell, who was a member of the Texan Army that fought 
against Mexico during the Texas Revolution, was a Texas Ranger, and then, during 
the Mexican War, was a Lieutenant Colonel in the Second Regiment Texas 
Mounted Volunteers.   It’s known that Bell was in the battle of Buena Vista 
(February 23, 1847), in which the U.S. used artillery to repulse a much larger 
Mexican force,  and perhaps Gallatin Searcy was, too.  (Another Searcy, Private 
William B. Searcy, of Captain Porter’s Company D of the Arkansas Mounted 
Regiment, was wounded in this battle but it is unknown whether he is part of the 
Endicott line or not.) 
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 Sources: 

1. www.fold3.com/browsemore/haDjrXmfXBUd8lmtZA8fArOOVHAsTPkMr_
274/ 

2. http://www.fold3.com/document/272144171/ 
***  

 
LANGDON SEARCY (1817 – May, 1863) 
  Like Christopher Searcy (see above), he served in 2 different companies.  
First, he served in Captain Andrew Stapp’s Company, composed mostly of men 
recruited primarily from Colin Country who were mustered into federal service on 
July 24, 1846 and mustered out on February 2, 1847.   Then his name appears as a 
Private in Captain William Fitzhugh’s Company (First Service)  that was mustered 
in on February 2, 1847 and mustered out on February 2, 1848 and then in in the 
same company when it was mustered in on February 2, 1848 and mustered out on 
February 1, 1849. This company was recruited primarily of men from Grayson 
County. 
 

Prior to the war, he was a farmer.  He was big man, at 6’ 1” and had black 
hair and blue eyes.  
 
 Sources: 

1. Mabel McFatrridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John 
Endecott, Governor” 1943, page 67 

2. http://www.collincountyhistory.com/mexican-war.html 
 

*** 
THOMAS H. SEARCY (May 9, 1827 - ?) 
 He served in Captain Evans’s Company of Colonel Young's Texas Mounted 
Volunteers.   “A Dictionary of all Officers Who Have Been or Have Been 
Appointed and Served in the Army of the United States” by Charles Gardner, 
published in 1853, says this about the unit: “ 7 companies, for frontier defense; 
received July, and discharged Sept. 46.”   
 
 Sources: 

1. Mabel McFatrridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John 
Endecott, Governor” 1943, page 68 

 
*** 
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CIVIL WARÈ 

 
  With the passage of time, and in the interest of national reconciliation, 

Americans have romanticized  the Civil War, as Hollywood did in the famous 
1939 film  “Gone with the Wind.”  

 
  But in reality, the Civil war, fought between 1861 and 1865, was by far the 

bloodiest war in American history, with at least 618,000 Americans dying in the 
conflict, and some experts say it was as many as 700,000.  The number most often 
quoted is 620,000 (out of about 2. 8 million who served on the Union side and 1.4 
million on the Confederate side).  Being so costly and thus so central to American 
history, this war deserves our great attention, especially since this is being written 
during the sesquicentennial of the war.  

 
 Abolitionists 

 
  Although there were a number of causes of the Civil War, certainly slavery 

and the agitation of northern abolitionists to end it was one of the main ones and 
Endicotts played a role in that.   

 
  While slavery was abolished in the North by 1804, it remained popular in 

the South’s labor-intensive cotton industry.  As new states were admitted to the 
Union, the big question became should slavery be allowed in them or not?  
Southerners said yes, feeling their proportion of representatives in Congress – and 
thus their influence -- would be whittled away of they were not.  Northerners said 
no.   

 
  This resulted in a series of compromises designed to keep the status quo in 

Congress and thus keep the Union together.   The two most important ones were 
the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the Compromise of 1850, both of which 
essentially admitted new states in pairs, allowing slavery in one but not the other, 
among other things.  

 
  But this was not good enough for the abolitionists who wanted an immediate 

end to slavery and were willing to use radical methods to bring about this radical 
idea.  The abolitionist John Brown was even prepared to use violence to bring it 
about as he did in Pottawatomie Massacre and his unsuccessful attack on Harper’s 
Ferry.   
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  Thus, the issue of slavery became more and more emotional, with northern 

abolitionists using vituperative language to castigate southerners, calling them 
criminals and sinners.  The alarmed Southerners regarded the Republican Party as 
the party of abolition trying to foment slave rebellion in the South and soon the 
issue became so emotional that reason was no longer possible and when 
Republican Abraham Lincoln was elected President, secession and war seemed the 
only alternative to the South. 

 
  Perhaps the best-known author of abolitionist literature was William Lloyd 

Garrison and in 1831, in the first issue of his weekly anti-slavery newspaper called 
“The Liberator,” Garrison made no apology for his radicalism: 

 
  I am aware that many object to the severity of my language; but is there not 

 cause for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as 
 justice. On this subject, I do not wish to think, or to speak, or write, with 
 moderation. No! No! … I am in earnest—I will not equivocate—I will not 
 excuse—I will not retreat a single inch—AND I WILL BE HEARD… 

 
  The state of Massachusetts, where Garrison was operating, was a hotbed of 

abolitionist fervor and two of those abolitionists were Endicotts, both of them 
named William, and both of whom were friends of William Lloyd Garrison: 
  
 WILLLIAM ENDICOTT (1809 – 1881), of Danvers, Massachusetts.  He 
wrote often for abolition papers. A lineal descendant of John Endecott, the first and 
longest-serving Governor of Massachusetts, he pursued the craft of morocco 
dressing, but left it to follow humanitarian pursuits.  In 1831, he was on a ship that 
was shipwrecked off the Fiji Islands, but miraculously, he survived to write a short 
book about it published 42 years after his death, called “Wrecked among Cannibals 
in the Fijis,” describing the cannibalistic acts he witnessed first hand.  When he 
returned from Fiji, he became an inspector at the Salem Courthouse, where he 
worked until his death in 1881.  
 
 Source: 

1. Letters of William Lloyd Garrison: No Union with the Slaveholders, 
1841-1849, page 316 

2. Alfred P. Putnam, “History of the Antislavery Movement in Danvers,” 
Danvers Historical Collections, 30:22-23, 1942. 
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 WILLIAM ENDICOTT (1826-1914), of Beverly, Massachusetts.  He was 
the financial manager for abolitionist leader William Lloyd Garrison.  Also a 
descendant of Governor John Endecott, and the son of a respectable dry goods 
merchant in Beverly, he could not attend college for health reasons and chose 
instead a business career.   He became a wealthy merchant, known as an innovator 
in department-store-style merchandising and he developed extensive connections 
with prominent Bostonians.  As his wealth grew, he served as a trustee and/or 
treasurer of many of Boston’s financial, cultural, and charitable institutions.  He 
also took active interest in politics, local and national, which included participating 
in efforts to keep Kansas free of slavery, lending money to William Lloyd 
Garrison, taking care of Garrison’s financial affairs, and serving on a committee to 
create in 1885 a statue of Garrison that is today on Boston’s Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall in the Back Bay.  
 
 Sources: 
 1. “With Eclat: the Boston Athenaeum and the Origin of the Museum of 
 Fine Arts,” Hina  Hirayama, Google E-book, p.168. 
 

 
 Costs of the War 

 
  The enormity of the catastrophe of the Civil War gets even worse when you 

look at the number of deaths viz a viz the size of the population at the time,  32 
million people.   620,000 deaths is about 1.9% of that population and 1.9%  percent 
of today’s U.S. population of 308 million, would equate to 5.9 million deaths in 
today’s terms.  

 
  Or compare it to WWII, where the U.S. suffered .3% of its population killed.  

If we had instead had 1.9% killed that would have amounted to 4 million deaths 
instead of the 418,500 we did have (The population of the U.S. in WWII was 133 
million.)  

 
 The blow was disproportionately harsh on the South, too, with a population 
of only 9 million, 3.5 million of whom were slaves.  Thus, of a white population of 
only 5.5 million people, an estimated 258,000 died in combat or from disease, 
which is 4.7% of the population.   
 

4.7% percent of the population is enormous.  It would translate to 14.5 
million deaths in today’s terms for the United States as a whole.  Looking at it 
another way, the South’s deaths were more proportionately than those suffered in 
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WWI by France (4.3%) Germany (3.8%), the United Kingdom (2.2%) or Russia 
(1.8-2.1%), all of which are thought to be huge.   It’s more than Japan suffered in 
WWII  (an estimated 3.67-4.37% of its population) and is exceeded in WWII only 
by Germany (8-10.5% of the population) and the Soviet Union (13.5%).  
 
 By comparison, the population of North was 22 million and it had about 360, 
000 deaths from combat and disease, or 1.6% of its population, which would 
translate to 5 million deaths in today’s terms – bad enough, but not as bad as the 
South’s. 
 

  There were two main reasons for this slaughter: disease and inappropriate  
 military tactics.  Disease was by far biggest reason: more than twice as many men 

died of disease than died in action in the Civil War.  The world then was just not 
capable of dealing with diseases such as typhoid, diarrhea, dysentery, pneumonia, 
tuberculosis, and malaria, which commonly afflicted the soldiers.  The following 
table tells the tale: 

 
Table I - Cause of Death  

 
    Union    %  Confederate   % 
    Deaths   Deaths 
 
 Total   360,000   260,000 
 
 Disease  250,000 69%  166,000   64% 
 Battle   110,000 31%    94,000   36% 
  
  Source: http://www.civilwarhome.com/civilwarmedicine.htm 
 
 The next table shows what happened in the regiments having the highest 
losses that individual Endicotts served in: 
 

Table II – Endicott Experience 
 
 Regiment Endicott     Combat   Disease Total 
 
 Mass 12th  Ingersoll Endicott   193 †  83   276 
 Mass. 54th  Henry Clay Endicott 105  165   270 
 Mass 39th  Ingersoll Endicott 96  183   279 
 Indiana 58th     Joseph N. Endicott 64  194   258 
 Illinois 29th      Newton I. Endicott 75  225   300  
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 Michigan 4th    John Blakeley  51  343 §   394 ∆ 
 Indiana 75th     George E. Endicott 44  188   232 
 Illinois 131st Newton I. Endicott 1  293   294 
 
 
 † Highest due to combat 
 § Highest due to disease 
 ∆ Highest total loss 
 
   
 The most common cause of wounding in the Civil War was the Minnie ball, 
which tore an enormous wound on impact.  It was so heavy that an abdominal or 
head wound was almost always fatal.  If you got hit in an arm or leg,  the bone was 
shattered and the extremity was often amputated (with patient usually anesthetized 
with chloroform) to avoid death by gangrene.   
 
 The next table shows what happened to you if you were wounded in 
extremities:  

Table III - Outcome of wounding in extremities 
 
    Union    %  Confederate   % 
 Wounds to the  
 Extremities   175,000   About  
 Amputations    30,000   17%  the same  
 Survived     22,500    75%       proportion 
 
  Source: http://www.civilwarhome.com/civilwarmedicine.htm 

 
Military tactics of the time 

   
  Inappropriate military tactics were responsible for the high combat casualty 

rate.  The basic tactic was to line up one’s troops kneeling or standing in two long 
lines facing the enemy who was also so arrayed, and fire away Flanagan until one 
or the other gave way.  Some generals even believed that hiding behind walls or 
building breastworks for protection was bad because it eroded the offensive spirit.  

 Battles often ended in bayonet charges.   
 
  None of this was very conducive to good health.   It was only late in the war 

that soldiers turned to digging trenches and doing other things to reduce the 
lethality of the fighting.  93% of battle wounds in the Civil War were the result of 
rifle or pistol fire and only 5% the result of artillery fire (a ratio that was to 
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completely reverse in World Wars I and II).  1% came as a result of bayonets and 
sabers. 

 
Hallek versus Napoleon 

 
 Another reason for a high combat casualty rate was the grand strategy of 
whether to adopt an offensive posture or a defensive one.  In fact, some have 
argued that Civil War generalship was really a matter of whether to follow the 
aggressive, offensive strategies of Napoleon Bonaparte, or the more cautious, 
defensive ones of Henry Hallek, General-in-Chief of all Union armies.   Halleck 
had been a professor at West Point and later, from July 23, 1862- March 12, 1864, 
he was General-in-Chief until replaced by Ulysses S. Grant. 
 
 A number of Union generals such as George B. McClellan and Don Carlos 
Buel who were taught by and /or commanded by Halleck, followed the overly 
cautious, defensive strategy.   But others, such the two most famous generals of the 
war, Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant, who had not studied under Halleck at 
West Point, followed an offensive strategy – but one that led to higher casualties.  
 
 Military strategy and tactics  studied at West Point from 1830 -1846 were 
based on the battles of Napoleon, there being no other imaginable model at the 
time.  Napoleon introduced a number of novel tactics that included skirmishers 
advancing ahead of and to the side of major forces to keep them from being 
surprised; maintaining strong interior lines of communication; concentrating 
maximum force against the enemy’s weakest point; attacking the enemy’s flank in 
order to turn it instead of attacking the enemy head on;  and inventing new units of 
soldiers such as the division to make armies more agile and maneuverable.   
 

Unfortunately, however, despite these innovations, the increased accuracy 
and firepower of rifled muskets and artillery made many of Napoleon’s tactics 
suicidal and thus new tactics had to be developed during the Civil War itself.   

 
 The theories of Napoleon were captured in an 1838 book available at West 
Point, called  " Traité des Grandes Operations Miltaires,” by Baron Antoine de 
Jomini, who had been a general in both the armies of Napoleon and rival Russia.  
But since the book was in French and even though West Pointers were required to 
study French, they didn’t know it very well, and they had trouble getting much out 
of Jomini’s book. 
 
 So, instead, they heard more about Napoleonic methods from Henry 



 135 

Halleck, who was then a professor at West Point.  In 1846, Hallek published his 
book "Elements of Military Art and Science." 

 
 But in contrast to Napoleon, Halleck was a cautious, administrative general 
who believed strongly in thorough preparations for battles and particularly in the 
value of defensive fortifications over quick, aggressive action.  His concept 
required constant entrenchment of his troops in efforts to occupy Confederate 
territories in order to cut off their communications and supply lines rather than 
direct attack.  Hallek’s manual contained numerous cautions against 
overaggressive behavior and in general, he downplayed the role of the invader and 
continually pointed out the dangers that awaited an invading army deep in enemy 
territory.   
 
 No wonder, then, that many Union generals adopted this cautious strategy 
especially when under Halleck’s command.  Exhibit A is the man Lincoln first 
chose to lead the Army of the Potomac, George McClellan.  McClellan, who had 
studied under Halleck, was unwilling to assume the offensive until all possible 
preparations had been made – which often allowed the initiative to pass over to the 
Confederates. 

 
 Robert E. Lee, by contrast, who graduated from West Point in 1829, before 
Halleck taught there (and certainly was not commanded by Halleck), checked out 
books on Napoleon’s battles but drew a different, more aggressive strategy from 
his study – and from his personal experiences later in the Mexican War. 

 
 If he had followed the principles Halleck taught at West Point, Lee would 
have let the Union Army attack him, benefit from easier internal communication, 
and picked off individual Union forces piecemeal on timetables and terrains of his 
choosing, in the hope that eventually the Union would tire of the war, ask for a 
truce, and the war would be ended on terms favorable to the South.  

 
 But up through 1863, in 8 of the first 12 major battles of the war, it was the 
Confederates who attacked and the Union who defended..  By attacking in 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, for example, instead of conserving resources by 
remaining in a defensive position in the South,  Lee hoped to defeat enough Union 
forces to bring about a negotiated end to the war.  But he was never able to do it.   

 
During the first three years of the war, culminating in the battles of Antietam 

and Gettysburg, the Confederate army almost bled itself to death by taking the 



 136 

offensive.  So, perhaps one could argue that Lee would have been better off 
following Halleck’s defensive theories.   

 
But Lee felt that if he remained in a defensive posture in the South, it would 

be only a matter of time before the Union’s superior forces would prevail.  
Besides, with all the battles being fought on Southern soil, it would destroy the 
South.   After the war a Lee cult grew up in the South portraying him as an 
infallible leader and claiming that he was right in this strategy for the war.  But 
now revisionist historians disagree and claim that Lee was mistaken and it was his 
mistakes that cost the South the war.  

 
  Another General who believed in aggressively pursuing the enemy in the 

Napoleonic style was Union General Ulysses S. Grant, who graduated from West 
Point in 1843, just 3 years before Halleck got there (and ignored Halleck when 
commanded by him).  In Grant’s case, the aggressive strategy worked, albeit with 
high casualties.  But here’s the thing: Grant could afford high casualties while Lee 
could not.  
 
 Grant's actions as head of the army ran counter to Hallek’s strategies, such 
as  this one of Halleck's orders to his field commanders "We must act with caution 
and keep our troops well in hand, so as to prevent him (i.e. the enemy – ed) from 
catching us by surprise.” 
 
 But Grant favored offensive tactics, not these defensive ones.  And to this, 
Grant added a new idea, the idea of destroying the South's economic and social 
capacity, and even its will to fight, by waging a “total war” as exemplified by 
General Sherman’s "March to the Sea."  
 
  On March 12, 1864, Grant was promoted General-in-Chief, becoming 
Halleck’s superior, and thus reversing their roles.  From that point on, Halleck’s 
first-rate planning and administrative abilities nicely complemented Grant’s 
aggressiveness and they worked well together.  Thus, inadvertently, Halleck 
became one of the fathers of modern warfare, alongside Grant, Sherman, and 
Sheridan. 

 
    Destruction of the Southern Economy 
 
 On top of those killed, the South suffered catastrophic physical destruction 
and this has had long-lasting consequences for American history.  Major cities, 
such as Richmond, Charleston, and Atlanta, were all burned to the ground, as well 
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as many smaller towns, and individual homes, including many impressive 
mansions were reduced to shambles, all producing a southern rancor that exists to 
this day. 
 
  Northern soldiers burned many entire cotton crops, a large source of 
southern income, and others fell into disrepair through neglect.  Many livestock 
were killed or left to fend for themselves after their shelters and food sources were 
burned. 
 
  Southerners lost their wartime currency, too, which was now worthless.  
Southern banks and businesses were closed during the war so planters had no 
source of capital with which to rebuild their homes or their livelihoods.  Crops 
could not be restored without seed, and no seed was available for purchase. 
 
 Finally, with the emancipation of about 3 million slaves, at an average cost 
of $500 apiece in 1865 dollars, southern slave holders lost about $1.5 billion in 
value, or about $18 billion in today’s terms, and crops that might have been 
salvaged lay idle because there was no labor force to work them. 

 
It took more than 100 years for the South to recover.  In 1860, for example, 

according to various sources, white per capita income in the South was roughly 
equal to that in the North.  But because of the war, it plummeted to less than 50% 
of the North’s and stayed there for the rest of the 19th century.  Furthermore, today 
it is still only about 80% that of the rest of the country’s, even after the huge public 
investments during the Great Depression and WWII that enabled the South to 
attract industry, military installations, and manufacturing and start to close the 
income gap.  

 
Nature of the Union Army 

 
 Most of the Endicotts in the Civil War served with the Union so we turn now 
to  a brief description of this army.  (So far, 12 Confederate Endicotts have been 
identified: Albert G. Endicott; Clayton Welsh Endicott; Gabriel J. Endicott, James 
B. Endicott; John Endicott, John Endicot; John Indicut; two John B. Endicotts, 
Samuel Endicott; William Endicott,; and William Indicut.) 
In a nutshell, it  consisted of a small cadre of career professional soldiers, vastly 
augmented by a large army of volunteers and to a much smaller extent, draftees.  
At first, President Lincoln, thinking as most other people at the time did, that the 
war would not last long, initially asked the states for only 75,000 volunteers for 
only 3 months.   
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  Hence, enlistments for these men expired just as the war was really getting 

under way and they were discharged.  But many of them then reenlisted.  This may 
explain why there are often several Endicotts by the same name listed as serving in 
the Union forces, but enlisting on different dates, and even from different states.   

 
  There are other problems with names.  Sometimes men transferred to one or 

more other regiments during the war but the name was spelled a little differently 
each time.  Maybe a middle initial was left out, so you can’t be absolutely sure it’s 
the same man.  Or maybe the name Endicott was misspelled as “Indecut” or 
something like that.  These problems have led to a probable duplication of names 
in this Civil War chapter, and eliminating duplicates is an on-going process; as 
time goes on, new information sometimes becomes available that makes it possible 
to eliminate a duplicate.  But even admitting that duplicates probably exist now, it 
is also apparent that there were many Endicotts serving in the Civil War who had 
the same first name, and in some cases, even the same middle initial.  And it’s also 
probable that there are other Endicotts out there who served in the Civil War who 
we don’t know about yet.  

 
The Draft In the Civil War 

 
 Both the North and the South had a draft during the Civil War, the first time 
conscription was instituted in the United States.  Much has been written about how 
unfair it was in the North, with exemptions for people who could afford to hire 
substitutes and so forth.  But the bottom line is that of the 2,100,000 men who 
served in the Union army, various sources say only about 2% were draftees, and 
another 6% were paid substitutes.  (By comparison, of the 1, 200, 000 - 1, 400,000 
men in the Confederate army, various estimates of those drafted range from 11-
21%.)  Most were volunteers, albeit some of them admittedly men who 
volunteered to avoid the draft.  However, at least two Endicotts were drafted,  
Ingersoll Bowditch Endicott, and William Alexander Endicott, who was killed.  
Here’s how the Civil War draft compares to later drafts: 
 
   War   Percent Drafted   
 
   Civil War (Union)    2% 
   World War I   75% 
   World War II  63% 
   Cold War   54% 
   Vietnam   33% 
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   Sources: 
   1.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscription_in_the_United_States#Civ  
   2. http://www.vhfcn.org/stat.html 

  3.  http://askville.amazon.com/American-soldiers-involved-World-War-  
 II/AnswerViewer.do?requestId=1425000 

   4.  http://uspolitics.about.com/od/electionissues/a/draft_2.htm 
 

Immigrants and Blacks in the Union Army 
 
 Just immigrants and Blacks serving in the Union military equated to 57% - 
66% of all the soldiers serving in the Confederate military.  In 1861, the U.S. 
Regular Army was tiny, just 16,000 men, and roughly 50% of them were 
immigrants, even though only about 14% of Americans were.  For new 
immigrants, such as those Irish who arrived penniless following the disastrous Irish 
Potato Famine, joining the Regular Army meant regular food and regular pay.  As 
the war went on, a larger percentage of soldiers were native-born, but still, more 
than 20% remained immigrants, as follows: 
  
   German ca. 200,000 
   Irish ca 150,000 
   British ca. 150,000 
   Canadians ca. 50,000 
   Others ca. 75,000 (mostly European) 
   TOTAL: ca. 625,000 out of 2.8 million who served = 22% 
  
           Around 180,000 Blacks served in the Union Army and Navy, about 6% of 
the Union force.  (There were even two Black Endicotts on the Union side during 
the Civil War – see Henry Clay Endicott and Joseph Endecott below.)  These men 
included both free men and runaway slaves.  So, by the end of the war immigrants 
and Blacks together made up 28% of the Union Army -- more than a quarter of it.  
This is huge, especially when you realize that it is a figure equal to about 60% of 
the entire Confederate military.  An estimated 1,227,890 to 1,406,180 men served 
in the Confederate armed forces, making the total of Blacks and immigrants in the 
Union army, 805,000, equal to 57 – 66% of the entire Confederate force. 
 
Source: 
http://wiki.answers.com/Q/How_many_men_were_in_Confederate_Army#ixzz1L
0w0VaOm 

 
Infantry Unit Sizes in the Civil War 
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  Since the reader will soon encounter many references to military units of 

different sizes and names, below is a little guide to the approximate number of men 
in each – not what the unit was theoretically supposed to have, but what it usually 
had after casualties, sickness, and desertion.  The numbers in each unit were to 
grow tremendously in future wars. 

 
  Unit   Commander Union Army  Confederate Army 
  Squad    Sergeant or Corporal   3-5       3-5 
  Platoon   Lieutenant        15-20     15-20 
  Company   Captain          30-40     35-40 
  Regiment   Colonel       350-400    350-400 
  Brigade   Brigadier General     800-1,700          1,400 -2,000 
  Division   Major General   3,000-7,000 6,000-14,000 
  Corps    Major General † 12,000- 14,000    24,000-28,000 
  Army    Major General ∞                 varied a lot 
 
  † or Lieutenant General in the South 
  ∞ or General in the South 

   
Researching Civil War Soldiers 

 
  Here are some key steps in researching them online for free: 
 

• Click onto the National Park Service’s “Civil War Soldiers and Sailors 
System” a huge database of all Civil War soldiers, at 
http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm.   

 
• If you are at the very beginning of your project, and you want to see 

every person under a last name, just insert that name and out will come 
the whole list.   

 
• If you have a first name and a last name that you’re interested in, insert 

that into the NPS database and out will come one or more names, 
showing last name, first name, middle initial, plus the regiment the man 
served in. 

 
• Click on the man’s name and it will show you the man’s rank and 

company he was in. 
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• Click on “regimental details” and it will give you the entire Civil War 

history of the regiment.  You’ll need that in a minute, after doing some 
more steps, below. 

 
• Look up the regiment online and pick the “| Learn | FamilySearch.org” 

site for it.  So, for example, when you look under 58th Indiana regiment, 
you’ll see “58th Regiment, Indiana Infantry | Learn | FamilySearch.org”.  
Click on that. 

 
• Scroll down to the “Companies in this Regiment with the Counties of 

Origin,” and click onto the roster on the right for the company of the man 
you’re interested in. 

 
• Scroll through the roster that you’re taken to and find the man you’re 

interested in.   Very likely, it will give the man’s residence before 
enlisting, the enlistment date, the mustering in date (the date the man 
physically became part of the regiment), and the mustering out or 
discharge date, and perhaps some notes such as “Killed at Stone River,” 
or “wounds”, or “disability.” Use this to verify and add to the NPS 
database information. 

 
• With all this information, it’s possible to say now what key events took 

place during the time the man was in the unit in question.   Go back to the 
regimental history you got from the NPS list.  Apply the mustering in and 
mustering out dates to the history, to eliminate events that did not occur 
during those dates.  What’s left is everything that happened during the 
time your man was actually in the unit. 

 
• Beyond this, however it’s not easy to go, unless you can find muster rolls 

(see next).   
Muster Rolls 

 
  Muster rolls are snapshots in time of exactly who was present for duty (or 

otherwise accounted for) at a specific time.   The 1st Sgt was supposed to complete 
them every day.  Furthermore, bi-monthly muster rolls were kept for pay purposes.  
So, while it may be known that a man was a member of a certain regiment and that 
regiment was involved in a famous battle, you can’t be 100% sure that he was 
actually present on the day – as opposed to being sick, captured, on leave, on 
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“detached duty” to another unit, or AWOL -- unless his name appears on a muster 
roll right before and/or right after the battle.   Only if you can show that a man was 
on the bi-monthly muster roll at the time of a battle, from a historian’s point of 
view, was he definitely in the battle.  And that step has not yet been taken for any 
of the Endicotts in this book.  

 
  That is why unless it is known for sure that an Endicott was actually in a 

battle in question (say, because he was killed or wounded on a specific date), 
phrases like  “he served with the such-and-such regiment, which was at 
Gettysburg,” rather than “he was at Gettysburg” are often used in this book.    
 

Other Research Tools 
 

 Another method for determining whether a man was in a specific battle is to 
look for his military service and/or pension records in the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C. They often mention presence in specific battles. 
 
 Yet another method is to look for newspaper accounts.  The major 
newspapers of the day, such as the New York Herald, had correspondents with the 
Army of the Potomac, for instance, and sometimes they mentioned individual men.  
In addition to that, many men wrote letters to their hometown newspapers and 
papers published them.  
 
 There is also the National Tribune, a monthly newspaper that served 
generally as the organ of the  GAR after the war that often mentions the actions of 
specific men.  The Library of Congress has editions of the National Tribune.  
 

A Special Word About the 91st Regiment Indiana Infantry 
 
 This regiment is noteworthy because it was involved in the siege of Atlanta 
and the Carolinas campaign among other battles, but more importantly, because 
there were at least 5 Endicotts it: 
 

1. George F. Endicott 
2. Jesse Endicott 
3. Joel F. Endicott 
4. Orville A. Endicott 
5. Patrick Endicott 

 
   The 91st Indiana was organized as a battalion of seven companies at 
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Evansville, Indiana, and mustered in October 1, 1862.  During the Civil War, 
Indiana raised 137 infantry regiments, 13 cavalry regiments, 26 batteries of light 
artillery, and 1 regiment of heavy artillery.   Over 150,000 men served the Union 
from Indiana, with over 7,000 killed and mortally wounded and nearly 20,000 lost 
to disease.  The unit history of the 91st follows: 
 
91st Regiment, Indiana Infantry  
Organized as a Battalion of seven Companies at Evansville, Ind., and mustered in 
October 1, 1862. Left State for Henderson, Ky., October 10. Attached to District of 
Western Kentucky, Dept. of the Ohio, to June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 
23rd Army Corps, Army Ohio, to August, 1863. Russellville, Ky., 1st Division, 
23rd Army Corps, to October, 1863. District of Southwest Kentucky, Dept. of the 
Ohio, October, 1863. District of Somerset, Ky., 1st Division, 23rd Army Corps, to 
January, 1864. District of the Clinch, Dept. of the Ohio, to April, 1864. 1st 
Brigade, 4th Division, 23rd Army Corps, to June, 1864. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 
23rd Army Corps, to August, 1864. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 23rd Army Corps, 
Army Ohio, to February, 1865, and Dept. of North Carolina, to June, 1865. 

 SERVICE.-Duty at Henderson, Madisonville and Smithlands, Ky., till June, 
1863. Pursuit of Morgan to Burkesville June 15-23. (Cos. "H," "G" and "K" 
organized September, 1868.) Duty at Russellville till September 25. (Cos. "G," "H" 
and "K" joined at Russellville.) Ordered to Nashville, Tenn., September 25. Duty 
at Nashville, Tenn., Camp Nelson, Ky., and Camp Burnside, Ky., till January, 
1864. At Cumberland Gap January to May, 1864. Wyerman's Mills February 22, 
1864 (Co. "A"). Cumberland Gap February 22 (Detachment). March to Kingston, 
Ga., May 17-June 3, thence to Ackworth, Ga. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign June 8-
September 8. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-
July 2. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Muddy Creek June 17. Noyes Creek June 19. 
Kolb's Farm June 22. Assault on Kennesaw June 27. Chattahoochee River July 3-
17. Decatur July 19. Howard House July 20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. 
October 27 to December 5. Moved to Memphis, Tenn., Flank movement on 
Jonesboro August 25-30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Lovejoy 
Station September 2-6. Operations against Hood in North Georgia and North 
Alabama September 29-November 3. Nashville Campaign November-December. 
Columbia, Duck River, November 24-27. Spring Hill November 29. Battle of 
Franklin November 30. Battle of Nashville December 15-16. Pursuit of Hood to 
the Tennessee River December 17-23. Duty at Clifton, Tenn., till January 16, 1865. 
Movement to Washington, D. C., thence to Fort Fisher, N. C., January 16-February 
9. Operations against Hoke February 11-14. Fort Anderson February 18-19. Town 
Creek February 19-20. Capture of Wilmington February 22. Campaign of the 
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Carolinas March 1-April 26. Advance on Goldsboro March 6-21. Capture of 
Goldsboro March 21. Advance on Raleigh April 10-14. Occupation of Raleigh 
April 14. Bennett's House April 26. Surrender of Johnston and his army. Duty at 
Raleigh till May 3 and at Salisbury till June 26. Mustered out June 26, 1865. 
Recruits transferred to 120th, 124th and 128th Regiments, Indiana 
Infantry.  Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 18 Enlisted men killed 
and mortally wounded and 2 Officers and 114 Enlisted men by disease. Total 136. 

 
Important Battles Involving Units in Which Endicotts Served  

 
 Of the estimated 8,000 battles during the Civil War, the United States 
National Park Service considers 391 of them to be the most significant.    
Below are 23 major campaigns or battles involving units in which Endicotts 
served. The ones involving units the most Endicotts were in were Atlanta, with 13 
Endicotts; and Stones River, Chickamauga, and Chattanooga, with 11 Endicotts, 
each. 
 
April 19 - 1861 – 1865 
UNION BLOCKADE.   This was part of President General Winfield Scott’s  
“Anaconda Plan”  to have 500 Union ships close 3,500 miles of Confederate 
coastline and 12 major ports.  The blockade was a major success, eventually 
ruining the South’s economy and thus its ability to wage war.   For example, the 
blockade almost totally choked off Southern cotton exports, which the 
Confederacy depended on for hard currency; cotton exports fell by 95%.   Charles 
Endicott of the U.S. Navy, was part of the blockade.  
 
February 13-16, 1862 
FORT DONELSON, in Tennessee.  Union victory.   The capture of the fort by 
Union forces opened the Cumberland River, an important avenue for the invasion 
of the South. The success elevated Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant from an 
obscure and largely unproven leader to the rank of Major General, and earning him 
the nickname "Unconditional Surrender" Grant, a play on his first two initials, 
"U.S."  Confederate Forces Engaged: 21,000 versus  Union Forces Engaged: 
27,000.  Casualties: 19,455 (2,832 Union and 16,623 Confederate).  Endicotts in 
units in this battle were  
George W. Endicott of the 48th Illinois Infantry; Jeremiah Saddler Endicott. 
 
April 6-7, 1862  
 SHILOH, in Tennessee.  This was a Union victory that allowed two Union 
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armies to join in the South.  It also caused the realization that the Civil War would 
not be won by one decisive battle as a lot of people had originally thought.  
Although Major General Grant was in charge of the Union forces, he was actually 
criticized for his actions in the battle and his reputation temporarily suffered.  
Union General William T. Sherman first rose to prominence in this battle.  There 
were 48,894  Union Forces engaged versus 44, 699  Confederate forces.  
 Casualties were 23,741 (13,047 Union and 10,699 Confederate).  Endicotts in 
units in this battle were:  the Confederate Gabriel J. Endicott; Alfred Berry 
Endicott; The Union Gabriel Endicott; George W. Endicott of the 10th Indiana 
Light Artillery; George W. Endicott of the 48th Illinois Infantry; Joseph N. Endicott 
of the 58th Indiana Infantry; Richard H. Endicott; and Samuel Endicott of the 40th 
Illinois. 
 
April 29 - May 30, 1862 
FIRST BATTLE OF CORINTH, in Mississippi.  Union victory.  Corinth was at 
the junction of two vital railroad lines, the Mobile and Ohio Railroad and the 
Memphis and Charleston Railroad.  A Union siege ended as the Confederates 
withdrew. The Union forces under Ulysses Grant took control and made it the base 
for his operations to seize control of the Mississippi River Valley, and especially 
the Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg.  Endicotts in units in this battle were 
Alfred Berry Endicott; George W. Endicott of the 10th Indiana Light Artillery;  
George W. Endicott of the 17th Indiana Infantry; Joseph N. Endicott of the 58th 
Indiana Infantry; Melvin Clayton Endicott; Peter Sniedeker Endicott of the 63rd 
Ohio Infantry; Richard H. Endicott; Samuel Endicott of the 40th Illinois; James C. 
Indicutt of the 17th Indiana Infantry;  and John Newton Davis. 
 
July 1, 1862 
MALVERN HILL, in Virginia.  This was the final battle of the “Seven Days’ 
Battle” that ended Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign 
(March – July, 1862).   This campaign was the first large-scale Union offensive of 
the war.  While Malvern Hill itself was a Union victory, McClellan decided to 
withdraw his Army of the Potomac, thus making the entire campaign a failure.  
Endicotts in units in the battle of Malvern Hill were the Union Gabriel Endicott; 
and Isaac Endicott of the 1st New York Cavalry.  
 
September 17, 1862.  
ANTIETAM, in Maryland.  This was a strategic Union victory, stopping Robert 
E. Lee’s first invasion of the North and enabling President Lincoln to issue the 
emancipation proclamation after a success.  It was the bloodiest single day in U.S. 
history with 23,000 killed, wounded or missing.  The   Confederate commander 
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was Robert E. Lee  and  the Union commander George B. McClellan.  
 Confederate forces engaged were 38,000; Union forces 75,500.  Casualties were 
12,401 Union and 10,316 Confederate.  Lewis F. Endicott of the Massachusetts 
10th Infantry was in a unit that was in this battle.  
 
December 11–15, 1862.  
FREDERICKSBURG, in Virginia.  It was a Confederate victory. The Union 
army's futile frontal attacks on December 13 against entrenched Confederate 
defenders on the heights behind the city are remembered as one of the most one-
sided battles of the war, with Union casualties more than twice those suffered by 
the Confederates.  Endicotts in units in the Fredericksburg battle were: Lewis F. 
Endicott; and Owen Endicott. 
 
December 31, 1862 – January 2, 1863 
STONES RIVER (aka 2nd battle of Murfreesboro), in Tennessee.   Stones River 
had the highest percentage of casualties on both sides of any battle in the Civil 
War. Although the battle itself was inconclusive, the Union Army's repulse of two 
Confederate attacks and the subsequent Confederate withdrawal were a much-
needed boost to Union morale after the defeat at  Fredericksburg, and it ended 
Confederate hopes to control Middle Tennessee.  Endicotts in units that were in 
this battle were: Alfred Berry Endicott; Joseph N. Endicott; George W. Endicott of 
the 10th Indiana Light Artillery; George W. Endicott of the 75th Indiana Infantry; 
John T. Endicott; Joseph N. Endicott of the 58th Indiana Infantry;  Owen Endicott; 
Peter Endicott of the 18th Ohio Infantry; William C. Endicott of the 86th Indiana 
Infantry;  John A. Blakeley; and John Newton Davis. 
 
May 1-4, 1863.  
CHANCELLORSVILLE, in Virginia. Confederate victory.  Fredericksburg (see 
above) and Chancellorsville gave the South the momentum to invade the North 
again (Antietam was the first time), which led to Gettysburg.  The  Confederate 
commander at Chancellorsville was Robert E. Lee and the Union commander 
Joseph Hooker.    Confederate forces engaged were: 60,892; Union forces 
133,868.  Casualties: 30,099 (17,278 Union and 12,821 Confederate).  Endicotts in 
units in this battle were George Endicott of the New York 145th Infantry; and 
Lewis F. Endicott  of the 10th Massachusetts Infantry.  
 
July 1-3, 1863.   
GETTYSBURG, in Pennsylvania.  This was a major Union victory and it ended 
forever the Confederate offensive in the North and started the demise of the 
Confederates’ Northern Army of Virginia.  The  Confederate commander at 
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Gettysburg was Robert E. Lee and the Union Commander George Meade.  
 Confederate forces engaged were 75,000;   Union forces 82,289.  Casualties: 
51,112 (23,049 Union and 28,063 Confederate).   
 
In popular legend, the turning point of the battle was Picket’s charge on July 3, 
right at the center of the Union line on Cemetery Ridge.  Historians have called 
this “the high water mark of the Confederacy,” and with Vicksburg surrendering 
just one day later,  the turning point of the whole the war.   
 
John Heiser, however, the U.S. Park Service historian at Gettysburg, feels that 
even more important than Picket’s charge, were the actions at Culp’s Hill and 
Little Round Top, which guarded the Union flanks.  He feels that had the 
Confederates been able to turn either of those flanks they would have won the 
battle.  By contrast, he feels that Picket’s charge was doomed to failure from the 
beginning because a) Lee had misestimated the strength at the center of the Union 
line and b) Lee’s strategy depended on a tight coordination of artillery support and 
infantry movement that Lee’s forces were not able to execute. 
 
After the battle, on July 4, Lee expected Meade to attack him and put his men in a 
strong defensive position.  Meade did not attack, however, and some have 
criticized him for that, thinking that he had the ability to end the whole war right 
then and there.   However, John Heiser believes that had Meade attacked under 
those conditions,  his men, already exhausted by the previous fighting, would have 
had to cross the same open field that Lee’s men had crossed and would have 
suffered the same crushing defeat the Confederates did.   
 
So, instead, after that night when Lee began withdrawing his troops, Meade  
pursued him from a distance.  Then, from July 6-16, while Lee was attempting to 
cross the Potomac River to get back into Confederate territory, Meade did attack 
him but only in sporadic engagements collectively called the Battle of 
Williamsport (aka Battle of Hagerstown or Falling Waters).  This battle is 
considered part of the Gettysburg Campaign.  While a number of Confederate 
troops were killed or captured and Confederate General J. Johnston Pettigrew was 
killed, the bulk of Lee’s army got away and there would be two and half more 
years of fighting before the war was over.  Gettysburg was thus only half way 
through the Civil War. 
 
George Endicott of the New York 145th Infantry; and Lewis F. Endicott of the 10th 
Massachusetts Infantry were in units that were in the battle of Gettysburg.  
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May 18-July 4, 1863 
VICKSBURG, in Mississippi.  This was a major Union victory, again under the 
leadership of Union General Ulysses S. Grant, because it won the war in the West, 
thus giving the Union control of the Mississippi River.  This split the Confederacy 
in half by preventing supplies from moving from one half to the other.  Because of 
Gettysburg, Vicksburg and the stranglehold of the Union blockade, the South could 
not now successfully defend against the Union invasion of the South that was to 
come.  Endicotts in units in the battle of Vicksburg were the Confederate John 
Endicott; Henry C. Endicott of the 60th Indiana Infantry; and Samuel H. Endicott of 
the 60th Indiana Infantry.  
 
May 22 – July 9 , 1863 
PORT HUDSON, in Louisiana.   This  was another Union victory that along with 
Vicksburg, completed the Union conquest of the Mississippi River.  Once initial 
Union assaults failed, their general, Nathanial Banks, settled into a 48-day siege of 
the city commanded by Confederate General Franklin Gardner.   When Gardner 
heard that Vicksburg had surrendered, so did he, opening the Mississippi to Union 
navigation from its source to the Gulf of Mexico.  The Confederates John and 
William Indicutt  were in units in the battle.   
 
September 19-20, 1863  
CHICKAMAUGA, in Georgia.  It was a Confederate victory because it 
temporarily stopped the Union advance into the deep South, thus prolonging the 
war.   Confederate forces engaged were 66,326;   Union forces 58,222.   
Casualties: 34,624 (16,170 Union and 18,454 Confederate).  Endicotts in units in 
this battle were:  the Confederate Gabriel J. Endicott; George W. Endicott of the 
10th Indiana Light Artillery; George W. Endicott of the 17th Indiana Infantry; 
Henry C. Endicott of the 115th Illinois Infantry; John T. Endicott; Joseph N. 
Endicott of the 58th Indiana Infantry;  Peter Endicott of the 18th Ohio Infantry; 
William C. Endicott of the 86th Indiana Infantry; James C. Indicutt of the 17th 
Indiana Infantry; John A. Blakeley; and John Newton Davis. 
 
November 23-25, 1863 
CHATTANOOGA CAMPAIGN, in Tennessee.  In this series of battles, Union 
General Ulysses S. Grant relieved the Union forces besieged by Confederate 
General Braxton Bragg at Chattanooga, a vital rail hub and Confederate 
manufacturing center, thus eliminating the last Confederate control of Tennessee 
and opening the door for a Union invasion of the Deep South, leading to Sherman's 
Atlanta Campaign of 1864.   
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Missionary Ridge and Lookout Mountain were two of the most important battles. 
 
Endicotts in units in this campaign were: George W. Endicott of the 10th Indiana 
Light Artillery (Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge); George W. Endicott of 
the 17th Indiana Infantry; Henry C. Endicott of the 115th Illinois Infantry 
(Missionary Ridge);  John T. Endicott (Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge) 
Joseph N. Endicott of the 58th Indiana Infantry (Missionary Ridge);  Peter Endicott 
of the 18th Ohio Infantry (Missionary Ridge); Samuel Endicott of the 40th Illinois 
(Missionary Ridge); William C. Endicott of the 86th Indiana Infantry (Missionary 
Ridge); James C. Indicutt of the 17th Indiana Infantry; John A. Blakeley; and John 
Newton Davis (Missionary Ridge).  
 
May 5-7, 1864 
THE WILDERNESS in Virginia.   Part of the Overland Campaign, it was an 
inconclusive result, but the South needed more than inconclusive results to win the 
war.     The Confederate commander was Robert E. Lee  and the Union 
Commander Ulysses S. Grant.   Confederate Forces engaged were 61,025; 
 Union forces 101,895.   Casualties: 25,416 (17,666 Union and 7,750 
Confederate).   Endicotts in units in this battle were:  the Union Gabriel Endicott; 
Ingersoll B. Endicott; James M. Endicott; and William E. Endicott of the 
Massachusetts 10th Light Artillery.  
 
May 8-19, 1864 
SPOTSYLVANIA, in Virginia.  Confederate victory.    The Confederate 
commander was Robert E. Lee  Union again and the Union commander Ulysses 
S. Grant.   Confederate forces engaged were 50,000;  Union forces: 83,000. 
Casualties: 27,399 (18,399 Union and 9, 000 Confederate).  Endicotts in units in 
this battle were: Ingersoll B. Endicott; James M. Endicott; Lewis F. Endicott of the  
10th Massachusetts Infantry; and William E. Endicott of the Massachusetts 10th 
Light Artillery;  
 
May 31- June 12, 1864 
COLD HARBOR in Virginia.  This was a defeat for the Union, led by General 
Ulysses S. Grant against Robert E. Lee.  Union casualties totaled more than 
52,000, compared to 33,000 for Lee.   Although the Union cost was horrible, 
Grant's larger army lost 41% casualties compared to 46% for Lee, losses Lee could 
not make up.  Endicotts in units in this battle were: the Union Gabriel Endicott;  
Ingersoll B. Endicott; James M. Endicott; and Lewis F. Endicott of the 10th 
Massachusetts Infantry. 
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May 7 – September 2, 1864                      
ATLANTA CAMPAIGN, in Georgia.  Union victory.  This campaign consisted 
of 17 battles as Union General William T. Sherman chased first Confederate 
General Joseph E. Johnston and then General John B. Hood from Tennessee 
southward through Georgia into Atlanta.  On September 1, 1864 the Confederates 
evacuated Atlanta, burning military supplies and installations.  Sherman’s troops 
finally captured Atlanta the next day, September 2, with Union General Henry 
Warner Slocum’s XX Corps being the first to enter the city.  (In other words, the 
Battle of Atlanta, earlier on July 22, 1864, was not, despite its name, the battle that 
actually captured the city.)   
 
Then, starting on November 11, a great fire started in Atlanta that destroyed much 
of the city and was depicted in the 1939 film “Gone with the Wind.”    After 
ordering the evacuation of the city,  Sherman ordered that all military and 
government buildings be burned.  But the fire got out of control and destroyed 
more than was intended.  But it's also true that General Hood’s fire of September 1 
had also gotten out of control and had destroyed part of the city.  
 
The campaign was a major Union victory that spelled certain doom for the 
Confederacy.  Union casualties were 31,687, Confederate 34, 979.  
 
The following Endicotts were in units in this campaign: The Confederate Gabriel J. 
Endicott; Francis Endicott of the 14th Kentucky Infantry; George Endicott of the 
New York 150th Infantry; George F. Endicott of the Indiana 91st Infantry; George 
W. Endicott of the 17th Indiana Infantry; Henry C. Endicott of the 115th Illinois 
Infantry; Joseph Endicott of the 14th Kentucky Infantry; Joseph S. Endicott of the 
123rd Indiana Infantry; Patrick Endicott; William C. Endicott of the 86th Indiana 
Infantry; and James C. Indicutt of the 17th Indiana Infantry.  
 
November 15 - December 21, 1864 
SHERMAN’S MARCH TO THE SEA.  Union victory.  This is also known as 
the Savannah Campaign.  After the capture of Atlanta, Union General William T. 
Sherman cut a swath from Atlanta to Savannah,  Georgia, burning and destroying  
military targets as well as industry, infrastructure, transportation networks, civilian 
property and generally disrupting the South's economy and its psychological ability 
to continue the war.  Sherman left Atlanta on November 15 and captured Savannah 
on December 21.  The soldiers sang many songs on the march through Georgia, 
but one written after it, “Marching Through Georgia” became the most famous.  
Sherman hated it, however,  because it was played practically everywhere he went.  
Endicotts in units in this campaign were: the Confederate Gabriel J. Endicott; 
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George Endicott of the New York 150th Infantry; William C. Endicott of the 10th 
Illinois Infantry; and John Newton Davis. 
 
February 21- April 12, 1865 
MOBILE CAMPAIGN in Alabama.  After the Battle of Mobile Bay (Union 
Admiral Farragut: “Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead!”), Mobile itself still 
remained in Confederate hands.  Capturing Mobile required taking Spanish Fort 
and Fort Blakeley, which happened on April 8 and April 9, respectively.  Endicotts 
in units in this campaign were:  Caswell Endicott; Jeremiah Saddler Endicott; Jesse 
D. Endicott of the 10th Indiana Cavalry; Marshall Endicott;  and Newton I. 
Endicott.  
 
June 9, 1864 – April 3, 1865 
PETERSBURG – RICHMOND CAMPAIGN in Virginia.  Union victory 
Petersburg was a critical supply route to Richmond, the Confederate capital; 
capture Petersburg and Richmond must fall.  The siege of Petersburg was the 
longest siege in American history.  It comprised 100 events over almost 300 days, 
taking place on 170 square miles of battlefield.   The fiercest of those events was 
the Battle of the Crater, during which Union forced successfully detonated a 
massive explosion under the Confederate line on July 30, 1864, but then were not 
able to follow it up and suffered severe casualties as a result.  
 
The campaign was a final blow to Lee's Army of Northern Virginia, leading 
immediately to the capture of Richmond on April 3, 1865 and Lee’s surrender at 
Appomattox only 6 days later, on April 9, 1865.  
 
Like Atlanta, Petersburg consisted of two phases, first, Union attacks that failed 
with big losses, but then a long siege featuring trench warfare foreshadowing WWI 
that resulted in the Union victory.  Altogether, at a little more than 9 months, this 
was the longest military event of the Civil War.  It cost about 85,366 casualties 
(Union: 11,366 in initial assaults, ca. 42,000 in the siege; Confederate: ca. 4,000 in 
the initial assaults, ca. 28,000 in the siege).   
 
Endicotts in units that fought in either one or both phases of the Petersburg 
campaign were:  Frederick Endicott; the Union soldier Gabriel Endicott; Ingersoll 
B. Endicott; James M. Endicott; Lewis F. Endicott of the  10th Massachusetts 
Infantry; William Alexander Endicott; and William E. Endicott of the 
Massachusetts 10th Light Artillery. 
 
April 9, 1865 
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APPOMATTOX, in Virginia.  After Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
abandoned Petersburg and Richmond on the night of April 2-3, he tried to get 
south, but was blocked by Union troops and had to flee west instead.  Blocked at 
the village of Appomattox Court House from going any further, he made one last 
stand there before realizing he was surrounded on all sides and out of supplies, and 
he surrendered on April 9 to General Ulysses S. Grant.  The surrender took place in 
the McLean House in the village of Appomattox Court House, not in the 
courthouse of that village as many people erroneously believe.  Casualties were 
700 total and 27,805 Confederate prisoners were taken and then paroled.  Endicotts 
in units in this battle were:  Frederick Endicott; the Union soldier Gabriel Endicott; 
and James M. Endicott.  
 
February 3 – April 26, 1865 
CAROLINAS CAMPAIGN.  Although many people think Appomattox was the 
last serious fighting of the war, Sherman’s Carolinas campaign,  which started 
before Appomattox, but didn’t end until after it, was.  It was similar to his March 
to the Sea, and included the capture and burning of Columbia, South Carolina.  A 
major battle in that campaign was the battle of Bentonville, on March 19-21.  But 
the campaign itself didn’t end until the surrender of Confederate General Joseph E. 
Johnston’s army on April 26, 1865.  Confederate President Jefferson Davis was 
captured on May 10, and most all other Confederate units also surrendered in May.  
(But the last Confederate surrender, that of CSS Shenandoah in Liverpool, 
England, didn’t come until November 6, 1865. ) 
 
Endicotts in units that were in the Carolinas Campaign were: the Confederate 
Gabriel J. Endicott; Henry Franklin Endicott (battle of Bentonville); John T. 
Endicott (battle of Bentonville);  Joseph N. Endicott of the 58th Indiana Infantry; 
Richard H. Endicott (Bentonville); William C. Endicott of the 10th Illinois Infantry; 
and John Newton Davis. 
 
 
ENDICOTTS WHO SERVED IN THE CIVIL WAR ON THE CONFEDERATE 
SIDE (12) 

 
ALBERT GALLATIN ENDECOTT (April 14, 1837 -  ?) 
  The name is spelled Endicott in some documents.  He was the son of 
Clayton Welsh Endecott (see below) and Mary McGaugh and was born in Gallatin 
Township in Clayton County, Missouri,  but after the war he moved to Cass 
County, Missouri.  (See below for Albert’s descent from Governor John Endecott.) 
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 Missouri Endicotts were on both sides of the Civil War.  By the end of the 
war nearly 110,000 Missourians had served in the Union Army and at least 30,000 
in the Confederate Army. 
 
 Statehood for Missouri had come following the Missouri Compromise of 
1820 that allowed Missouri to be admitted to the Union as a slave state and Maine 
as a free state. Settlement in Missouri was rapid after that, settlers being attracted 
by the abundance of high quality inexpensive land, the easy access provided by the 
Mississippi and Missouri rivers, and the fact that slavery was permitted in 
Missouri. 
 
 The slaveholders, who included some Endicotts in Clay County, tended to 
live in the region of counties called “Little Dixie,” along the Missouri river.   
 
 During the Civil War, Missouri, even though it was a slave state, was one of 
the border states that stayed loyal to the Union, like Kentucky, Delaware, 
Maryland, and West Virginia.  But many people in these states supported the 
Confederacy.  
 
  Albert Gallatin Endicott was a Private with Company I, 11th Regiment, 
Missouri Infantry, Confederate Army.  He enlisted in 1861 and served under 
Captain Amos Bradley.  His unit was in the following battles: Morristown 
(September 17, 1861; Pea Ridge; Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862 – Union 
victory); Jenkins Prairie; and Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864 – Union Victory).  The 
last two battles were in Louisiana.  He was slightly wounded at Prairie Grove.  
References to him are in the History of Cass County, Missouri, and it is known that 
he attended the Ex-Confederate Missourians Association 9th Annual Reunion, in 
Kansas City, in 1891. 
 
 It is said that Albert was awarded the Southern Cross of Honor, a medal that 
has an interesting history.  The original medal, intended to be the Confederate 
equivalent to the Union’s Congressional Medal of Honor, was authorized by the 
Congress of the Confederate States on October 13, 1862.  Due to a shortage of 
metal, however, none was ever given out, although the honorees’ names were to be 
printed on an honor roll with intent that they would be get their medals after the 
South won the war.  To date, however, no evidence has appeared that Albert’s 
name was on such a roll. 
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 But then, in 1898, the United Daughters of the Confederacy decided to give 
a Southern Cross of Honor (it resembles a Maltese Cross) that they designed to any 
Confederate veteran who had provided "loyal, honorable service to the South” and 
about 17,000 were given out.  Presumably it is this second version of the medal 
that Albert would have gotten.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
  2. Ancestry.com 
  3. 1.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
  4. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm 

 5. http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/f/r/e/Eric-Skylar-
 Freeman/WEBSITE-0001/UHP-0438.html 
 6. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Cross_of_Honor 

*** 
 

CLAYTON WELSH ENDICOTT (December 15, 1802 – 1874) 
 He was in the Confederate army along with at least one of his sons,  Albert 
Gallatin Endecott (see above).  
 
 Here is Clayton’s descent from Governor John Endecott: 
 
 1. Governor John Endecott (1588-1665) and Elizabeth Cogan (1607-1676) 
 2. Zerubbaabel Endecott (1635-1684) and Mary Smith (1630-1677) 
 3. Joseph Endecott (1672-1747) and Hannah Gossling (1684-1748) 
 4. Joseph Endecott (1711-1748) and Ann Gillam (1715-1773) 
 5. Thomas Endecott (1737-1831) and Sarah Welsh (1742-1790) 
 6. Joseph Endicott (1761-1827) and Nancy Faubion (Speculation) 
 7. Clayton Welsh Endicott (1802- ) and Mary McGaugh.  
 8.  Albert Gallatin Endicott (1837 -? ), son of Clayton. 
 
 Clayton was born in Woodford County, Kentucky and was the fourth of five 
sons out of a total of eight children.  He married three times.  First to Roanne Cole 
on Dec 20, 1826;  second to Mary McGough in 1830; and to a third woman later in 
life, name and date unknown.  He had a total of four sons including James, Albert, 
William, and Alexander. Albert Gallatin Endecott (see above) was born 
to  Clayton's second wife Mary McGough.   
 
 There is a family story that Clayton and one or more of his sons, all fighting 
for the Confederacy, met another Endicott, Thomas Jefferson Endicott (see below) 
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fighting for the Union on a battlefield while helping the wounded.  Since Albert 
was also in the Confederate army, he may have been part of this reunion.  One 
problem with the story, though, is that it says that Thomas Jefferson Endicott was 
the son of Clayton Welsh Endecott and we know this is not true.  But Thomas may 
have been some other kind of relative and this is being researched at present.  
 
 Sources: 
 

1. http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/f/r/e/Eric- Skylar-
Freeman/WEBSITE-0001/UHP-0429.html 

2. Correspondences on 8-23-17 and 8-24-17 with Teddy Sanford.  
*** 

 
GABRIEL JONES ENDICOTT (1833 – 1912) 
 Alternate spellings: Indicot, Indicott.  He is not to be confused with the 
Union cavalryman Gabriel Endicott with no middle initial (see below).  He was the 
son of Samuel and Esther Johnson or Jones Endicott. 
 

There are several unusual aspects to this man’s story.  First of all, there are 
several Gabriel Endicotts in the Endicott family and the exact reason for this is still 
being worked out.   
 

Secondly, this Gabriel Jones Endicott started out as a Confederate, deserted, 
was captured, and made a Union prisoner of war.   But then he was released and 
served in a Union force for at least some of the rest of Civil War–– along with 
several brothers and cousins. 
 

Descent from Governor Endecott 
 

Here is how Gabriel Jones descends from John Endecott:  
 

1. John 
2 Zerubbabel 
1. Joseph (1672-1747).  He was the grandson of John Endecott who became a 

Quaker and moved to New Jersey. 
2. Joseph (1711-1748). He lived in Mount Holly, NJ.  
5.  Thomas (1737-1831). He lived in Mount Holly, then moved south 
3. Samuel (1775-1821)  He was born in Mount Holly. 
7. Samuel (1802-1870)  He married Esther Johnson 
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8. Gabriel J.  (1833- 1910), Joshua (1837-1926); Samuel (1826-1928) all of 
whom were in the same unit briefly during the Civil War and mentioned 
elsewhere in the Civil War chapter of this book. Another brother was Francis 
(1841-1876), 

 
(Note: it was the 6th, 7th, and 8th generation of descendants of John Endecott 

who served in the Civil War, with most of them coming from the 8th generation.)  
Service for the Confederacy 
 
 We have records showing that in October, 1861 Gabriel J. Endicott enlisted 
as a Private and served with the 5th Kentucky Mounted Infantry, a Confederate 
unit.  We can’t be sure how long he served the Confederacy, though.  But if he was 
in that unit all time between October 1861 and March 30, 1864, it would have 
included his unit being at Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862) and Chickamauga (September 
19-20,1863), battles in which his unit opposed units that his Endicott relatives 
fighting for the North belonged to:  
 
5th Regiment, Kentucky Mounted Infantry 
The 5th Infantry Regiment, assembled during the late summer of 1861, included 
Freeman's Kentucky Infantry Battalion.  Its members were recruited in the counties 
of Pendleton, Breathitt, Morgan, Magoffin, Bath, Owen, Grant, Jessamine, 
Henderson, Harrison, Shelby, and Franklin.  Being a twelve-month unit, when it 
became time to reenlist some of its members refused and were transferred to the 
9th Kentucky Regiment.  Later, men of the 5th did reenlist for the duration of the 
war.  The 5th Infantry became part of the Orphan Brigade or Louisville Legion.  
The regiment reported 134 casualties in the Battle of Shiloh, then was active at 
Baton Rouge before being assigned to Kelly's and J.H. Lewis' Brigade, Army of 
Tennessee.  It was prominent at Chickamauga and later took an active part in the 
Atlanta Campaign.  In the fall of 1864 it was mounted, aided in the defense at 
Savannah, and fought in the Carolinas. The unit had 91 men disabled at 
Chickamauga and totaled 201 men and 165 arms in December, 1863, and 
surrendered on April 26, 1865.  Its field officers were Colonels Hiram Hawkins, 
Andrew J. May, and John S. Williams; Lieutenant Colonels John W. Caldwell and 
George W. Conner and Majors Richard Hawes and William Mynheir. 
 
 

The next we hear from Gabriel J., his name appears on an official list of 
Confederates who were prisoners of war and “received at Military Prison, 
Louisville, Ky.”  
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It says he was captured at “Lawrence Co, Ky,” but it doesn’t say when.  
Then it says under “Discharged” and “Oath” with the date given only as “March.”  
But because of other documents immediately below, this must be March, 1864.  
 

After that, his name appears on another document, a roll of  “Deserters from 
the Rebel Army.”   Under “When discharged” it says “Mch 30, 1864.” Presumably 
March 30,1864.  And under remarks it says “Amnesty oath.”  All of this confirms 
the previously mentioned document.  
 

Amnesty Oath 
 
 To clarify, the term “Amnesty Oath” refers to the fact that on December 3, 
1863, President Lincoln offered in the Proclamation and Reconstruction of 
Amnesty, a pardon to all citizens with some exclusions, who would take the oath 
of loyalty to the United States and as soon as one-tenth of the citizens had taken 
the prescribed oath there in any state, there could be re-established a state 
government. The oath reads: 
 

I, (repeat full name), do solemnly swear, in the presence of 
almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully support, protect, 
and defend the Constitution of the United States, and the Union 
of the States thereunder, and that I will, in like manner, abide 
by and faithfully support all Acts of Congress passed during the 
existing rebellion with reference to slaves, so long and so far as 
not repealed, modified, or held void by Congress, or by the 
decision of the Supreme Court; and that I will, in like manner, 
abide by and faithfully support all proclamations of the 
President made during the existing rebellion having reference 
to slaves, so long and so far as not modified or declared void by 
decision of the Supreme Court, so help me God. 

 
 

The next document shows Gabriel J. Endicott’s name appearing on an “Oath 
of Allegiance to the United State” in a document dated March 30, 1864.  It says he 
was 5’ 10” with dark complexion, dark hair, and dark eyes.  Under “Remarks” it 
says: 
 

Volunteer 
Deserted 
Reported 
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Louisa, KY 
 

At the bottom of the document is says:  “Indorsement shows: “Roll of 107 
Rebel Deserters released from the Military Prison at Louisville, KY during the 
month of March, 1864.” 
 
 So, in sum, because he was willing to sign the Oath of Allegiance, Gabriel J. 
Endicott was one of 107 former Confederates released from the Union POW camp 
at Louisville, Kentucky in March 1864.   
 
 It should be noted that “released on Oath” is not the same as “released on 
parole” described elsewhere in this book (see Caswell Endicott entry,  for 
example).  Among other differences, if you were released on parole you were not 
required to swear allegiance the United States.   
  

Service for the Union 
 
` The next record we have of Gabriel J. Endicott is that his name appears 
along with Joshua Endicott and Samuel Endicott on the muster roll of Captain Ira 
Goff Copley’s Company of Independent Scouts of Wayne County, West Virginia 
for the period February 15 through April 30, 1864.  This is a unit in support of the 
Union. 
 
 (Prior to serving in this unit Ira Copley had been a First Lieutenant in the 5th 
West Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiment from September 2, 1861 to March 20, 
1862.  Then he served in the 167th Regiment of the Virginia Militia from August 2, 
1862 to 1863.)  
 

The evidence that the Confederate Gabriel J. Endicott is the Gabriel Jones 
Endicott in Copley’s unit is that his brothers Joshua and Samuel were also in that 
unit.   
 
 But look at the date:  February 15-April 30, 1864 was when Gabriel J. was 
supposed to be in the Louisville POW camp and he wasn’t officially released until 
March 30. How to explain this? 
 

Could it be that when Gabriel J. joined the Copley unit he was allowed to do 
so before his official discharge from the POW camp was signed?  And that he saw 
that his brothers (and some of his cousins) were all in Copley’s unit, so then he 
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joined that?  But Copley’s unit was short-lived, so was that the end of Gabriel J’s 
military career?   

 
 

Independent Scouts 
 

What does “Independent Scouts” mean?  The Adjutant General of West 
Virginia’s report states that at least 35 companies of Independent Scouts were 
organized in West Virginia in “different Counties for the protection of such 
Counties against Guerrillas.”  
 

The Adjutant General’s report states that these companies were all 
disbanded in 1864, with Captain Copley’s being disbanded on May 9, 1864 along 
with several others.  Copley’s was short-lived, only about 3 months, having been 
organized in February 1864.  Some of the other companies had been organized as 
early as June 1863.  

 
In the introduction to the West Virginia Adjutant General’s Report it 

explains these companies comprised “over one thousand men in the State service 
in the border counties without which there could be no enforcement of the civil 
laws of the State, nor collection of revenues for the United States, and the loyal 
people could not have remained at home.”  
 

It goes on to say they have been “proven very effective as scouts and guides 
for our armies, and generally much more effective for the purpose they are 
intended than our soldiers in the United States service would be.”  

 
Switching sides in the Civil War 

 
Since as we have seen the evidence is very strong that Gabriel J. Endicott 

switched sides in the Civil War, a word about this is in order.  It turns out that 
switching side in the Civil War was relatively common.  It was usually done from 
Confederate to Union, and usually done in one of the following two situations:  

 
*  Men who joined the Confederacy right at the beginning of the war but 

then got disillusioned with the cause and switched to the Union side.  
 
*  Confederates taken prisoner and offered the chance to join the Union side 

and accepted.  This appears to be Gabriel J’s situation. Some sources say as many 
as 5,600 former Confederates switched sides like this.  Confederates who for 
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whatever reason switched to the Union side were called “galvanized Yankees.” 
Due to doubts about their ultimate loyalty, galvanized Yankees were often 
assigned to garrison forts far from the Civil War battlefields or to fight against 
Indians in the west.  But this is not what happened to Gabriel; he remained in the 
East.  

 
There were whole Union regiments comprised of galvanized Yankees.  For 

example, there were the 1st – 6th Volunteer Infantry regiments organized in late 
1864 or early 1865. In addition, state volunteer units from Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maryland, Ohio, and Pennsylvania in Federal service recruited their own 
galvanized Yankees.  

 
There was switching from the Union side to the Confederate side, too. For 

instance at least 1,600 former Union prisoners of war became “galvanized rebels” 
enlisting in both Confederate regular units and state units in Confederate service.  
These were usually recent German and Irish immigrants who had been drafted into 
Union regiments.  
 

The most well-known officer to switch sides is probably Francis "Frank" 
Crawford Armstrong who was Captain in a Union cavalry unit at the first battle of 
Bull Run and then later became a brigadier general serving in some major battles such as 
Chickamauga and Murfreesboro.  
 

Confusing situation in West Virginia 
 

Switching sides in the Civil War was more common in West Virginia than 
elsewhere because it was a border state and there was a lot of confusion there.  
West Virginia became an unofficial State of the Union following the Wheeling 
Conventions of 1861, at the start of the war. As a result of these conventions, a 
popular vote was called for and the result was overwhelming: 18,408 for making 
West Virginia a new State in the Union versus 781 for going with the Confederacy.   

 
But the vote was controversial because a great many people either did not 

vote, were kept from voting by Union troops who thought them Confederate 
sympathizers, or because in some cases the voters were actually Union solders 
from out of state. 
 
 In any case, on April 20, 1863, President Lincoln issued a proclamation 
admitting West Virginia to the Union, it having met his condition that it gradually 
eliminate slavery, and the Supreme Court upheld his action by a 6-3 vote.  But 
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although Union control of the State was uncontested after the summer of 1861, 
Confederates continued to raid it ––hence the need for Captain Copley’s 
Independent Scouts.  
 
 Furthermore, it turned out that West Virginia furnished about the same 
number of troops to both the Union and the Confederacy, about 22,000 – 25,000 to 
each. To further demonstrate how split the State was, after the war, the only way 
its government could retain control was by denying the vote to all the Confederate 
soldiers who returned home.  
 

After the Civil War 
 
 There is one more bit of evidence about Gabriel J. Endicott.  In 1903, 40 
years after the Civil War, there was large document called “West Virginia 
Governor’s Message to the Legislature of 1903” that contained a variety of reports.   
 

One of those reports was the “Report of the West Virginia State Service 
Commission 1902”, done by the State Adjutant General.  This was a report 
commissioned “for the purpose of receiving and passing on the proof for all claims 
of active service, either for this State or the United States, during the late Civil 
War, whether as Home Guard or militia.” 

 
The objective was to establish the exact time of service and whether the 

claimant had been properly paid for it.  The Commission denied almost all of the 
claims on the grounds that the applicants had already been recompensed. 
 
 What’s interesting is that on page 93 of this report, under “Captain Ira G. 
Copley’s Co attached to the 161st Regt. Militia.” it lists the following names of 6 
Endicott claimants: 
 
 Gabriel J. Endicott, Private, claims 20 months less $229.50, paid.  Paid in 
full by above payroll voucher No. 4 $229.50.  This is our man Gabriel Jones 
Endicott.  
 

John Endicott, Private, claims 20 months less $229.50, received.  Paid in full 
by above payroll voucher No. 4 $229.50.  He is the brother of the other Gabriel 
Endicott (see below) the one who served as a Union cavalryman.   So, a cousin of 
Gabriel Jones Endicott.  
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 Joshua Endicott, Private, claims 20 months less $229.50, received.  Paid in 
full by above payroll voucher No. 4 $229.50.  It’s not clear whether he was a  
brother of Gabriel Jones Endicott or the other Gabriel Endicott (see below) the one 
who served as a Union cavalryman, because they both had brothers named Joshua.   
 
 Samuel Endicott, Private, claims 20 months less $229.50, received.  Paid in 
full by above payroll voucher No. 4 $229.50.  It’s not clear whether he was a  
brother of Gabriel Jones Endicott or the other Gabriel Endicott (see below) the one 
who served as a Union cavalryman, because they both had brothers named Joshua.   
 
 Samuel Endicott, Private, claims 17 months 29 days, less $229.50 paid.  
Paid in full by above payroll voucher No. 4 $229.50.  It’s not clear whether he was 
a  brother of Gabriel Jones Endicott or the other Gabriel Endicott (see below) the 
one who served as a Union cavalryman, because they both had brothers named 
Joshua.   
  
 Wm. Endicott, Private, claims 17 months 29 days, less $229.50, received.  
Paid in full by above payroll voucher No. 4 $229.50.  He is probably a cousin of 
Gabriel Jones Endicott.  
 
 
Sources: 
 
1.Fold3_Page_4_Compiled_Service_Records_of_Confederate_Soldiers_Who_Ser
ved_in_Organizations_from_the_State_ of_Kentucky.pdf  
 
2.    http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45115396 
 
3.   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/14th_Regiment_Kentucky_Volunteer_Infantry 
 
4.   http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~us14thkyinfantry/roster/14th%20KY%20Co.%20H.pdf 
 
5.   https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/14th_Regiment,_Kentucky_Infantry_(Union) 
 
6.   Personal correspondence with Laurie Endicott Thomas, great-granddaughter of 
Joshua Endicott January 22, 2019. 
 
7. https://www.fold3.com/page/636062435-gabriel-j-endicott 
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8. https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-
soldiers.htm#sort=score+desc&q=Gabriel+J.+Endicott 
   
9. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
 
10.  http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
 
11. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=FdcaAQAAIAAJ&pg=PT116&lpg=PT116&d
q=captain+copley%27s+independent+scouts&source=bl&ots=d2Dhyn2bZb&sig=
ACfU3U3BMEv2yslPe0Mebr2Th8I7acf9sw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiz2Z
X36tfkAhWptlkKHbqXDXcQ6AEwCnoECAUQAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false 
   

*** 
 
JAMES B. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Confederate.  He enlisted on April 23, 1861 and was a Private with 
Company D of the  2nd Kentucky Cavalry.  This not to be confused with the 2nd 
Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry of the Union army. 
 
 About the only thing known about James personally is that his name appears 
on a muster roll of “a detachmen of paroled and exchanged prisoners of war near 
Richmond, Virginia in February, 1865.   
 
 Much more is known about the unit he served in.  The 2nd Kentucky 
Cavalry regiment was formed from the remnants of John Hunt Morgan’s cavalry 
squadron, "The Lexington Rifles," soon after the battle of Shiloh, in early 1862.  A 
native of Alabama, but raised in Kentucky, Morgan was a tall, glamorously attired 
cavalry officer with French imperial-styled whiskers.    
  
 The Second Kentucky’s ranks included farmers, planters, and the First 
Families of Kentucky and a colorful cast of other characters.  One of them was a 
fiery British soldier-of- fortune, Lieutenant Colonel George St. Leger Grenfell, 
who declared "If England is not at war, then I will go find one!"   
 
 Another one was a wily Canadian-born telegraph operator, Private 
George  "Lightning" Ellsworth, who could, after moments of listening, mimic any 
operator’s hand style and thus mislead enemy forces.   
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 Muster sheets also included a band of Kentucky outlaws led by the notorious 
bushwhacker, Captain Champ Ferguson.  He joined Morgan as a scout after first 
promising not to kill any Yankees taken prisoner.   
 
 Also allegedly among 2nd Kentucky’s ranks were African-American 
Mississippi Confederates who were recruited by John Hunt Morgan, as he felt they 
were "loyal and fierce fighters".    
 
 This cavalry unit was noted for being as good at fighting dismounted as it 
was on horseback.  The 2nd Kentucky was most noted for its skill at house-to-
house fighting, discipline under fire, and maintaining rearguard actions.   
 

 Throughout 1862-63, Morgan’s cavalry conducted a series of bold and 
sometimes reckless raids through Tennessee and Kentucky. Unnerving 
Northerners, he launched a final, daring raid across Indiana and Ohio.   

 Morgan moved rapidly on these famous rides, cutting general supply lines, 
tearing up railroads and bridges, destroying large quantities of enemy supplies, 
and rounding up thousands of Federal prisoners.   

 His men also monitored pursuing enemy forces by tapping into telegraph 
lines, avoiding unnecessary combat, and dispersing to elude capture.   

 Morgan’s famous Ohio Raid of July 1863 was the longest Confederate 
cavalry raid of the war, covering more than 1,100 miles in about three and ½ 
weeks.  On this raid, however, he and most of his troopers were surrounded and 
captured.   

 Morgan was imprisoned in the Ohio State Penitentiary, but not long 
thereafter, he and some accomplices tunneled out and escaped back to Dixie.  

 It was the 2nd  Kentucky, attached to General Nathan Bedford Forrest, 
which fired the opening and closing shots of the battle of Chickamauga.    

 Morgan was a superb cavalry officer and an expert leader.  His raids had 
mixed results, but they undeniably disrupted Federal operations in Kentucky 
and Tennessee. News of his daring exploits provided a much-needed boost to 
Southern morale in the Western Theater.    

 Morgan was killed by hostile fire in a minor action in 1864.  In preparation 
for an attack on Federal forces at Knoxville, Tennessee, he  halted his 
command overnight in nearby Greenville.  It was there, on September 4, 1864, 
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that he was surprised and murdered by vengeful enemy cavalry after 
surrendering.    

 Morgan’s brother-in-law and second in command, Basil W. Duke, then 
assumed leadership of the remnants of “Morgan’s Men,” and as the war came 
to a close, he took his command, including the 2nd Kentucky (re-designated as 
the 2nd Kentucky Special Cavalry Battalion) to link up with Gen. Robert E. 
Lee.   

 In route, and upon hearing of Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, Duke’s 
command instead went to Charlotte, North Carolina and joined General Joseph 
E. Johnston’s army.  

 While Johnston negotiated surrender with General Sherman, Duke’s 
command elected to join President Jefferson Davis, thus making up the bulk of 
Davis’s mounted escort – which also had the Confederate Treasury’s gold.   

 As Federal forces were closing in, Davis dismissed his escort and 
continued on with a small bodyguard detachment until capture.  Upon Davis’ 
capture, it was discovered that 11 of the 12 troopers in his bodyguard were of 
the 2nd Kentucky.      

 During its four years of service, the 2nd Kentucky Cavalry had nearly 250 
men on its muster rolls. 

 Sources: 
  1.http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm               
2. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
  3. http://2ndkycav.org/2dkyhistory.html 
  4.  https://www.fold3.com/document/88540282/ 
 

*** 
 

JOHN ENDICOTT 
 The name is spelled Indicut on some documents.  The NPS database shows 
him as a Confederate Private serving with Kean’s Battery, Louisiana Artillery 
(Orleans Independent Artillery).   Other sources say he was with Company A of 
this unit, which was commanded at one time by John M. Kean who died on 
November 21, 1863.   The unit was part of the 12th Battalion of Heavy Artillery.  
John was on the rolls from January to April, 1864, but then was AWOL and was  
arrested in Mobile, Alabama, during May or June, 1864.  He was due to report to a 
company but he never reported and was thus classified as a deserter.  
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 Sources: 
  1. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm 
  2. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

3. Ancestry.com 
4. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 

JOHN B. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Confederate Private with  Company C of the 1st Kentucky Infantry.   
There is another John B. Endicott from Kentucky in the next entry below and they 
could well be the same man.  We also know from Mabel McFatrridge 
McCloskey’s book  “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor,” that there 
was a John Batson Endicott (1821-1882) who was a Confederate during the Civil 
War and very likely he is the same as these John B. Endicotts.   Furthermore, the 
McCloskey book states that the lineage of John Batson Endicott is the same as he 
Union soldier, Henry Franklin Endicott (see below), which makes them brothers, 
one fighting for the North, the other fighting for the South.  The 1850 census 
shows a John Batson Endicott residing in El Dorado County, California, and 
working in the gold fields. 
 
 The 1st Kentucky was the only Kentucky regiment to serve in the Army of 
Northern Virginia.   Kentucky was officially neutral at the beginning of the war but 
after the Confederates failed in an attempt to take the state for the Confederacy, the 
legislature petitioned the Union for assistance, and the state thereafter became 
solidly under Union control.  So the 1st Kentucky Infantry was unusual. 
  
 It was organized in August 1861 for only a one-year term of enlistment by 
combining 2 battalions of Kentucky Infantry that had been in the First Battle of 
Bull Run on July 21, 1861 (and a Confederate victory). One battalion was 
commanded by Blanton Duncan and the other by Thomas H. Taylor and between 
them they had eleven companies totaling 800 men.  After Bull Run, Thomas 
became commander of the whole regiment on August 7, 1861. 
 
 The regiment was then assigned to a brigade commanded by J.E.B. Stuart 
and fought the battle Dranesville in Fairfax County on December 30, 1861.  It was 
a Union victory, in part because the 6th South Carolina mistook the1st Kentucky for 
the enemy and an exchange of “friendly fire” ensued.   It was the first time in the 
east that a Union force had defeated a Confederate one.  
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 In mid-1862, the 1st Kentucky was ordered to Richmond, Virginia and later 
participated in the Siege of Yorktown from April 5 – May 4, 1862, which ended 
inconclusively.  The siege took place near the site of the 1781 battle that was the 
final one of the U.S. Revolution and the Confederates managed to slip away during 
the night of May 3 towards Williamsburg. 
 
 Following Yorktown,  the 1st Kentucky was ordered back to Richmond 
where it remained until its 12- month enlistment expired, the men being mustered 
out of service on March 13-14, 1862. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. Ancestry.com 
3.  “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor,” Mabel 

McFatrridge McCloskey, 1943, page 66. 
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Kentucky_Infantry 
5. .http://records.ancestry.com/John_Batson_Endicott_records.ashx?p

id=25816898 
6.  2.http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mygermanfa

milies/EndicottMitchell.html 
*** 

 
JOHN B. ENDICOTT 
 He was Confederate Private with Company G, 2nd Kentucky Cavalry.  This 
not to be confused with the 2nd Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry of the Union army.  
This could be the same man as above, but without rosters or other sources it’s 
impossible to tell for sure.  Furthermore, a James B. Endicott (see above) also 
served with Company D of the same regiment and perhaps he is John B., but 
without other sources, we just can’t tell.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. Ancestry.com 

*** 
 
SAMUEL ENDICOTT (June 14, 1832 – November 11, 1917) 
 He was a Confederate Private serving with Company B of the 10th Kentucky 
Cavalry.  He is buried in the Justice & Clark Cemetery in Martin, Kentucky.  
 
 The 10th Kentucky Cavalry CSA is not to be confused with the 10th 
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Kentucky Cavalry of the Union army.    
 
 The 10th Kentucky Cavalry CSA was officially organized as a regiment on 
August 13, 1862 at Nebo, Hopkins County, Kentucky, under Colonel Adam R. 
Johnson, a native of Henderson, Kentucky.  Although it was Johnson's intention to 
lead a partisan ranger unit, he was soon ordered by General Braxton Bragg to 
report with his command at Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  
 
 At that time, the unit was attached to the 2nd brigade of Brigadier 
General John Hunt Morgan's cavalry division.  It would never again serve 
independently in Western Kentucky as had been Johnson's original intention.  
  
 The 10th took part in Morgan's famous Christmas raid and the ill-fated 
Indiana-Ohio raid.  While taking part in the latter, the vast majority of the regiment 
were captured and imprisoned, many for the remainder of the war. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Roster of Diamonds 10th Kentucky Cavalry, CSA from "The 10th 
Kentucky Cavalry, CSA – the Yankee Chasers,” by John B. Wells 
III and Jim Pritchard, Gateway Press, 1996. Online  at: 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~varussel/10thkycav.html 

 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
3. http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/KINCAID/2005-

01/1106856814 
*** 

 
WILLIAM ENDICOTT 
 The name is spelled Indicut in some documents.  He was a Confederate 
Private who served with Company D of the 5th Louisiana Cavalry.  He was 
captured at the Amite River in Louisiana on January, 1865 and exchanged May 11, 
1865. 
 
 The 5th Louisiana Cavalry Regiment was organized on February 20, 1864, 
by the addition of 4 companies of the 13th Louisiana Cavalry Battalion.  Company 
D of the 5th Louisiana was one of  those companies carried over from the 13th 
Louisiana, although it is not known whether William was in it or not. 

 The regiment became part of Colonel Isaac F. Harrison's cavalry brigade in 
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the Sub-District of North Louisiana.  Most of the men's early service consisted of 
scouting and picket duty between the Ouachita and Mississippi rivers.   

 A portion of the regiment participated in skirmishes with Union gunboats on 
the Black River in March, 1864.  During the Red River Campaign, in March and 
May, the men saw some skirmishing on the north bank of the river as they harassed 
enemy gunboats and transports.   

 The regiment helped defeat a Union attack on the brigade camp at Bayou 
Des Cedars near St. Maurice on April 17 and participated in a raid into Pineville on 
April 24.   

 On May 1, the regiment fought in a skirmish at Hadnot's Plantation.  Several 
companies of the regiment acted as support for the 2nd Louisiana Heavy Artillery 
Battalion during the closing stages of the Red River Campaign.   

 Following that campaign, the regiment returned to northeast 
Louisiana.  Again, the men did scouting and picket duty for several months.  In 
September, the regiment went with Harrison's brigade into southern Arkansas but 
apparently saw no fighting.   

 The regiment had returned to Louisiana by the end of 1864.  After more 
tedious outpost duty, the regiment moved to Alexandria about March or April, 
1865.  Several companies did outpost and courier duty near the Atchafalaya 
River.  In late April, when some units disbanded towards the end of the war, most 
of the men of the 5th Cavalry remained in service.  Eventually, however, some of 
the men began drifting back to their homes, while others surrendered near 
Mansfield in May. 

 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

 2.  Ancestry.com 
 3. http://www.acadiansingray.com/5th%20Regt.%20Cav.htm 

*** 
VARIANT SPELLINGS (3) 
 
JOHN ENDICOT  
 He was a Confederate and served with the 1st Regiment of the Louisiana 
Heavy Artillery.  This unit was organized on February 5, 1861 and was part of the 
Louisiana State Army, later transferred to the Confederate Regular Army.   
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 The regiment was headquartered at the New Orleans Barracks, but 
companies served at various forts defending New Orleans.  In May of 1862, the 
regiment was ordered to Vicksburg where it fought until surrender on July 4, 1863 
to General Ulysses S. Grant.   Grant, not wanting to care for 30,000 prisoners of 
war, immediately paroled the unit.   
 
 The surrender of Vicksburg, coming on July 4, 1863, one day after the 
Union victory at Gettysburg, was a double-whammy that changed the course of the 
war and doomed the South. 
  
         Gettysburg stopped Confederate offensive actions; Vicksburg split the 
Confederate forces in two, with the Mississippi river between them and the Union 
in control of it and able to move up and down the river without opposition. 
  
         Vicksburg (May 18 – July, 1863) was similar to Petersburg, in that it really 
consisted of two phases, first, a series of costly Union attacks that failed and 
second, a more than 40-day siege that forced a Confederate surrender.  
  
         In a nutshell, for various reasons, the Confederate commander,  General John 
C. Pemberton, was forced to retreat into the well-fortified city of Vicksburg, from 
which he was able to repulse a number of Union attacks.  
  
         But Pemberton was essentially surrounded there and trapped.  Vicksburg is 
on the Mississippi River and General Ulysses S. Grant was able to create a 12-mile 
trench line around the city, plus he had Union gunboats on the river that could 
bombard the city from the rear. 
  
         On top of that, Grant had 35,000 troops with more on the way (he eventually 
had 77,000) and Pemberton only had 33,000, and by the end of June, all of them 
were starving and half of them were hospitalized, or sick from  scurvy, malaria, 
dysentery, and diarrhea.  Pemberton was trying to hold out until help could arrive, 
but it never did. 
  
         During the siege, Union gunboats hurled over 22,000 shells into Vicksburg 
and Union artillery fire was even heavier.  As the barrages continued, people had 
to leave normal housing and live in over 500 caves they dug in the yellow clay 
hills of Vicksburg. 
  
         On July 3, Pemberton had had enough.   Grant, not wanting to feed 30,000 
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hungry Confederates in Union prison camps, offered to parole all prisoners. 
Considering their destitute state, dejected and starving, he never expected them to 
fight again and he hoped they would carry home the stigma of defeat to the rest of 
the Confederacy.  Furthermore, it would have taken his army months to ship that 
many prisoners to prison camps. 
  
         Grant’s actions turned out to be a mistake.  Most of the Confederates who 
were paroled on July 6 were exchanged back into the Confederate Army by August 
4, 1863  and some fought against the Union again in later battles.  Controversy 
over this effectively ended all further prisoner exchanges during the war except for 
hardship cases.   
 
 By January 1864, John Endicot’s regiment was in Mobile, Alabama.  After 
brief stints in Meridian and Tupelo, Mississippi, the unit returned to Mobile and 
garrisoned the batteries there until surrender on May 8, 1865 at Cuba Station, 
Alabama.  The men were paroled at Meridian as part of Taylor's army. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
  2.http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/1st_Regiment, 
  _Louisiana_Heavy_Artillery_(Regulars)(Confederate) 

*** 
JOHN INDICUT 
 His name appears as a Confederate Private on the roster of the 9th Battalion 
of the Louisiana infantry that served on the losing side in siege of Port Hudson 
from May 23 - July 9, 1863.  So does that of another Indicut, William Indicut (see 
below).  The surrender of Port Hudson opened the entire Mississippi River to 
Union navigation, thus splitting the Confederacy in two and hastening its defeat. 
 
 Following losing the Battle of Baton Rouge on August 5, 1862, the 9th 
Battalion of Louisiana Infantry was assigned to the garrison of Port Hudson, which 
became the southern anchor of the Confederate defenses on the Mississippi River, 
about 200 miles down river from Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
 
 The men of the battalion did guard and picket duty and assisted in the 
construction of earthworks.  The roster of the garrison as of March 14, 1863 shows 
the 9th Louisiana battalion in Gregg's brigade on the right wing.  Then, the May 
27, 1863 roster shows the battalion with Miles’s brigade, still on the Confederate 
right wing.  One source has them manning the Citadel, which was the anchor of the 
far Confederate right. 
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 The 9th Louisiana battalion of infantry was under the command of Major 
B.R. Chinn and was constantly being moved, either to reinforce some point or to 
relieve other troops at exposed points.  It lost many men and officers. 
 

Siege of Port Hudson  
 
 Port Hudson was seen as the key for controlling the Mississippi River.  The 
North wanted to control the river and split the Confederacy in two.  The South 
wanted to maintain control and ensure the flow of supplies back and forth across 
the river.   
 
 When the Union captured New Orleans on May 1, 1862, Confederate control 
of the Mississippi was in jeopardy. The Confederate army had already fortified the 
river bluffs upstream at Vicksburg, Mississippi, but it needed another series of 
river batteries downstream, below the mouth of the Red River, which flowed into 
the Mississippi.  The Red River was the primary route for the shipment of supplies 
from Texas to the heartland of the Confederacy – from one key part of the 
Confederacy to the other.   The bluffs near the small town of Port Hudson were 
a perfect site for the Confederate batteries.  These bluffs were the first high ground 
upstream from Baton Rouge and overlooked a severe bend in the river.  
 
 Following their defeat at the Battle of Baton Rouge on August 5, 1862, 
Confederate soldiers marched to Port Hudson and occupied the area on August 15, 
1862.  They constructed a series of river batteries along the bluffs and erected a 
4.5-mile line of earthworks to protect the land approach to the batteries on the 
bluffs. 
 
 The siege of Port Hudson began on May 23, 1863.  Roughly 30,000 Union 
troops, under the command of Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, attacked 6,800 
Confederates, under the command of Major General Franklin Gardner.   On the 
morning of May 27, and again on June 14, the Union army launched ferocious 
assaults against the 4.5-mile-long string of earthworks protecting Port Hudson.  
These actions saw some of the bloodiest fighting in the entire Civil War.    
 
 As the siege continued, the Confederates nearly exhausted their ammunition 
and were reduced to eating mules, horses and rats.  When word reached Gardner 
that Vicksburg had surrendered on July 4, he realized that his situation was 
hopeless, so he surrendered on July 9, 1863, and after 48 days and thousands of 
casualties, the Union army entered Port Hudson.  The surrender of Port Hudson 
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opened the Mississippi River to Union navigation from its source to the Gulf of 
Mexico. 
  
 Sources: 
 1.http://community2.webtv.net/lousianacatholi/9thBattalion/page2.ht ml 

*** 
 
WILLIAM INDICUT 
 His name appears as a Private on the roster of the 9th Battalion of the 
Confederate Louisiana infantry that served on the losing side in siege of Port 
Hudson that took place from May 23 - July 9, 1863.  So does that of another 
Indicut, John Indicut (see above).  The surrender of Port Hudson opened the entire 
Mississippi River to Union navigation, thus splitting the Confederacy in two and 
hastening its defeat. 
 
 Following losing the Battle of Baton Rouge on August 5, 1862, the 9th 
Battalion of Louisiana Infantry was assigned to the garrison of Port Hudson, which 
became the southern anchor of the Confederate defenses on the Mississippi River, 
about 200 miles down river from Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
 
 The men of the battalion did guard and picket duty and assisted in the 
construction of earthworks.  The roster of the garrison as of March 14, 1863 shows 
the 9th Louisiana battalion in Gregg's brigade on the right wing.  Then, the May 
27, 1863 roster shows the battalion with Miles’s brigade, still on the Confederate 
right wing.  One source has them manning the Citadel, which was the anchor of the 
far Confederate right. 
 
 The 9th Louisiana battalion of infantry was under the command of Major 
B.R. Chinn and was constantly being moved, either to reinforce some point or to 
relieve other troops at exposed points.  It lost many men and officers. 
 

Siege of Port Hudson  
 
 Port Hudson was seen as the key for controlling the Mississippi River.  The 
North wanted to control the river and split the Confederacy in two.  The South 
wanted to maintain control and ensure the flow of supplies back and forth across 
the river.   
 
 When the Union captured New Orleans on May 1, 1862, Confederate control 
of the Mississippi was in jeopardy. The Confederate army had already fortified the 
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river bluffs upstream at Vicksburg, Mississippi, but it needed another series of 
river batteries downstream, below the mouth of the Red River, which flowed into 
the Mississippi.  The Red River was the primary route for the shipment of supplies 
from Texas to the heartland of the Confederacy – from one key part of the 
Confederacy to the other.   The bluffs near the small town of Port Hudson were 
a perfect site for the Confederate batteries.  These bluffs were the first high ground 
upstream from Baton Rouge and overlooked a severe bend in the river.  
 
 Following their defeat at the Battle of Baton Rouge on August 5, 1862, 
Confederate soldiers marched to Port Hudson and occupied the area on August 15, 
1862.  They constructed a series of river batteries along the bluffs and erected a 
4.5-mile line of earthworks to protect the land approach to the batteries on the 
bluffs. 
 
 The siege of Port Hudson began on May 23, 1863.  Roughly 30,000 Union 
troops, under the command of Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, attacked 6,800 
Confederates, under the command of Major General Franklin Gardner.   On the 
morning of May 27, and again on June 14, the Union army launched ferocious 
assaults against the 4.5-mile-long string of earthworks protecting Port Hudson.  
These actions saw some of the bloodiest fighting in the entire Civil War.    
 
 As the siege continued, the Confederates nearly exhausted their ammunition 
and were reduced to eating mules, horses and rats.  When word reached Gardner 
that Vicksburg had surrendered on July 4, he realized that his situation was 
hopeless, so he surrendered on July 9, 1863,  and after 48 days and thousands of 
casualties, the Union army entered Port Hudson.  The surrender of Port Hudson 
opened the Mississippi River to Union navigation from its source to the Gulf of 
Mexico. 
  
 Sources: 
 1.http://community2.webtv.net/lousianacatholi/9thBattalion/page2.html 

*** 

ENDICOTTS WHO SERVED ON THE UNION SIDE (109) 

 ABNER J. ENDICOTT   
 He resided in Bourbon County, Kansas and enlisted on July 27,1863 in 
Company G, 14th Kansas Cavalry Regiment.  There are two interesting things 
about Abner.  First of all, his unit fought against William Quantrill, the highly 
controversial Confederate guerilla responsible for the Lawrence, Kansas, massacre 
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in which Quantrill’s men killed 183 civilian men and boys.   Even the official 
Confederate hierarchy was appalled and wouldn't endorse Quantrill.  Jesse and 
Frank James were once members of Quantrill’s raiders.  Abner joined 14th Cavalry 
July 27, 1863 and his unit’s history says “Operations against Quantrill in Kansas 
August 20-28.  Massacre at Lawrence August 21 (Detachment).” So Abner could 
have been there. 

 
  The second interesting thing about Abner is that he was a Union POW who 

escaped from a Confederate prisoner of war camp, called Camp Felder, located 
near present-day Chappell Hill in Washington County, Texas.  A bit about  
Abner’s service is recounted in the book “The last Prison: The Untold Story about  
Camp Groce CSA: by Daniel Francis Lisarelli: 

 
  Another one of the few unsick prisoners at Camp Felder was Private  Abner 

J. Endicott of Company G, 14th Kansas Cavalry.  On one miserable  evening at 
Camp Felder, Endicott decided that his chances were better if he  escaped 
before he fell ill with the (yellow) fever.  

 
   So Endicott left Camp Felder and began moving in a northerly 

 direction.  Traveling by night and hiding by day, Endicott slowly made his 
 way north towards Union lines and hopefully to freedom. 

 
   The whereabouts of Abner J. Endicott of the 14th Kansas Cavalry 

 would remain  mystery until 1866.   After his escape from Camp Felder in 
 November, 1864, Endicott made it to Dallas County, Texas, where he 
 stated that he was taken in by a Union sympathizer named Kilbourn.  
 Kilbourn was most likely Private Hugh T.  Kilbourne, also of the 14th  

  Kansas who probably escaped along with Endicott.  Nursed to health by 
 Kilbourn, Endicott apparently resumed his escape alone in  February of 
 1865. 

 
   Endicott knew that moving north or east would be risky, so he set out 

 for the Union lines in New Mexico.  He traveled over 250 miles due west 
 until he met another group of escaped Union prisoners.  They banded 
 together and hid out until July of 1865 when they learned that the war was 
 over.   Completely destitute, Endicott made his way north toward home in 
 Bourbon County, Kansas.  For the next fourteen months, Endicott worked 
 for food and money as he journeyed northward 150 miles.  Endicott finally 
 made it home in November of 1866, and he received his discharge by 
 telegram from the War Department in March of 1867. 
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 Here are the details of the service of the 14th Regiment: 
 
14th Regiment, Kansas Cavalry  
Organized at Fort Scott and Leavenworth April, 1863, as a Battalion of 4 
Companies for escort to General Blunt. Regiment organized at Fort Scott, 
December, 1863. Attached to District of the Frontier, Dept. of Missouri, April, 
1863, to January, 1864. Unattached, District Frontier, 7th Corps, Dept. Arkansas, 
to March, 1864. 3rd Brigade, Frontier Division, 7th Corps, to January, 1865. 2nd 
Brigade, 3rd Division, 7th Corps, to February, 1865.  Unattached, 7th Corps, Pine 
Bluff, Ark., to June, 1863. 

SERVICE.-Cabin Creek, C. N., July 1-2, 1863 (Co. "B"). Operations against 
Quantrill in Kansas August 20-28. Massacre at Lawrence August 21 (Detachment). 
Operations in Cherokee Nation September 11-25. Waldron September 11. Baxter 
Springs October 6 (Co. "B"). Regiment moved to Fort Smith, Ark., November 20-
December 3. Duty there scouting and foraging till February 23. 1864. Expedition 
into Choctaw County February 1-21. Moved to Ozark February 26-28, and duty 
there till April 6. Flint Creek March 6. Steele's Expedition against Camden April 6-
May 3. Prairie D'Ann April 9-12. Poison Spring April 18 (Detachment). Jenkins' 
Ferry, Saline River, April 30 (Cos. "F" and "G"). Return to Fort Smith May and 
duty there till January, 1865. Hahn's Farm near Waldron June 19, 1864. Ozark July 
14-15. Scout on Republican River August 19-24. Camp Verdegris September 2. 
Cabin Creek September 19. Vache Grass September 26. (Co. "E" with Blunt's 
headquarters during Brice's Raid in Missouri and Kansas October-November. Big 
Blue and State Line October 22. Westport October 23. Mine Creek, Little Osage 
River, and Battle of Charlot October 25. Newtonia October 28.) Moved to 
Clarksville January 1, 1865, thence to Pine Bluff February 25-27, and duty there 
till May. Moved to Fort Gibson and duty there till June. Mustered out June 25, 
1865.  Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 51 Enlisted men killed and 
mortally wounded and 2 Officers and 114 Enlisted men by disease. Total 169. 

 POWs during the Civil War 
 
  During the Civil War, at first, Union and Confederate POWs were regularly  
 exchanged.  In 1863, the Union army issued General Order Number 100, The 

Rules of Land Warfare, detailing regulations for treatment of POWs and enemy 
civilians in occupied territory.  In 1864, however, because prisoner exchange was 
helping to sustain the Southern war effort and because the Confederacy refused to 
recognize former slaves serving as African American soldiers in the Union army, 
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General Ulysses S. Grant stopped the regular exchange of POWs.  Consequently, 
both sides were swamped with POWs. 

 
  After the exchange system ended, there were about 195,000 Union solders in 

Confederate POW camps and some 215,000 Confederate POWs in the North, and 
the makeshift Civil War prisoner‐of‐war camps became notorious on both sides.  
Over 30,000 Union and nearly 26,000 Confederate POWs died.  After the war, a 
U.S. military commission convicted the commander of the Confederate camp in 
Andersonville, Georgia, Capt. Henry Wirz, for the maltreatment and death of 
14,000 Union POWs, about 28% of those at Andersonville.  Although probably 
guilty of inefficiency rather than the conspiracy for which he was convicted, Wirz 
was hanged in 1865, the only Confederate official to be executed. 

 
  The Union POW camp at Elmira, New York was scarcely any better.  Of the 

21,000 Confederate POWS there, more than 12,100 of them – 25% -- died from a 
combination of malnutrition, exposure to harsh winter weather, and disease due to 
poor sanitary conditions, and lack of medical care. 

 
  Sources 
   1.  http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html.  
   2. “The last Prison: The Untold Story about  
          Camp Groce CSA: by Daniel Francis Lisarelli: 

3. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmira_Prison 

 
*** 

ABNER MADISON ENDICOTT (December 5, 1847 – January 28, 1927) 
 Alternate spelling: Endecott.   He was a farmer before the war and enlisted 
on July 27, 1863.  His name appears on the roster of Company A of the 130th 
Indiana Infantry.  It says that he resided in Kokomo before the war and mustered in 
with the 130th on December 30, 1863 and mustered out on December 2, 1865.  
According to family tradition, he was technically too young to enlist, but he 
wanted to go with his brother Thomas Henry (see below).  His line in America: 
 

• John 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joeseph 
• Thomas 
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• Thomas 
• James 
• Abner Madison  

 
130th Regiment Infantry 

Organized at Kokomo, Ind., December, 1863, to March, 1864. Mustered in March 
12, 1864. Left State for Nashville, Tenn., March 16. Attached to 2nd Brigade, 1st 
Division, 23rd Army Corps, Army of the Ohio, to June, 1864. 4th Brigade, 2nd 
Division, 23rd Army Corps, to August, 1864. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 23rd 
Army Corps, to December, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, 23rd Army Corps, 
Army of the Ohio, to February, 1865, and Dept. of North Carolina to August, 
1865. Dept. of North Carolina to December, 1865. 

SERVICE.--March to Charleston, Tenn., April 5-24, 1864. Atlanta (Ga.) 
Campaign May 1 to September 8. Demonstrations on Dalton, Ga., May 8-13. 
Rocky Faced Ridge May 8-11. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. Movement on Dallas 
May 18-25. Operations on Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles about Dallas, New 
Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. Operations about Marietta and 
against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Muddy 
Creek June 17. Noyes Creek June 19. Assault on Kennesaw June 27. Nickajack 
Creek July 2-5. Ruff's Mills July 3-4. Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Siege of 
Atlanta July 22-August 25. Utoy Creek August 5-7. Flank movement on Jonesboro 
August 25-30. Lovejoy Station September 2-6. Operations against Hood in North 
Georgia and North Alabama September 29-November 3. Nashville Campaign 
November-December. In front of Columbia November 24-27. Centreville 
November 27. Battle of Franklin November 30. Battle of Nashville December 15-
16. Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee River December 17-28. At Clifton, Tenn., 
until January 15, 1865. Movement to Washington, D.C.; thence to Morehead City, 
N. C., January 15-February 24. Campaign of the Carolinas March 1-April 26. 
Advance on Kinston and Goldsboro March 1-21. Battle of Wise's Forks March 6-8. 
Kinston March 14. Occupation of Goldsboro March 21. Advance on Raleigh April 
10-14. Occupation of Raleigh April 14. Bennett's House April 26. Surrender of 
Johnston and his army. Duty at Charlotte, N. C., May 8 to December 2. Mustered 
out December 2, 1865. 

Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 36 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 1 Officer and 146 Enlisted men by disease. Total 185. 
 
 Sources: 
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1. Mable McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John 
Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 76.  

2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
4. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

 
*** 

ALFRED BERRY ENDICOTT (December 31, 1843 - December 31, 1862) 
 Alfred resided in Cynthiana, Posey County, Indiana, and was the son of 
James Casey Endicott and Mary Nesbit and brother of Jesse David Bright Endicott 
(see below).   
 
 We have record of an Alfred Berry Endicott enlisting in the 58th Indiana 
Infantry on October 9, 1861.  According to the roster of Company A of the Indiana 
58th regiment, he mustered in with it on November 12, 1861 at Princeton, Gibson 
County, Indiana.  Joseph N. Endicutt (see Joseph Endicott below) is on the roster 
for Company B. 
 
 Albert was a Private and was killed on his birthday at the battle of Stones 
River (aka Murfreesboro) Tennessee.  Battlefield Park records list an Alfred B. 
Endicott, Private in Company B (not Company A) of the 58th Indiana, who was 
killed December 31, 1862.  The grave location is not recorded, which means his 
body was not identified and was buried in one of the large mass graves.  The death 
date is the day before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation.  Alfred’s line 
in America: 
 
*  John Endecott b 1588 md Anne Gower and later Elizabeth Cogan 
*  Zerubbabel Endicott b 1635 md Elizabeth Winthrop and later Mary Smith 
*  Joseph Endicott b July 17, 1672 md Hannah Gosling 
*  Joseph Endicott b abt 1711 md Ann Gillam 
*  Thomas Endicott b. March 1737 md Sarah Welsh and later Susannah Turner 
*  Moses Endecott b. 10/31/1759 md Martha Hill and later Welmett Endecott 
*  Joseph Endecott b 12/6/1784 NC md Rebecca Casey 
*  James C. Endecott b. May 10, 1811 md.  Mary Nisbet 
*  Alfred Berry Endicott 
 
58th Regiment, Indiana Infantry while he was in it 
Organized at Princeton and Indianapolis, Ind., November 12 to December 22, 
1861. Ordered to Kentucky December 29, and duty at Bardstown and Lebanon, 
Ky., till February, 1862. Attached to 21st Brigade, Army of the Ohio, January, 
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1862. 21st Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio, to September, 1862. 15th 
Brigade, 6th Division, 2nd Corps, Army of the Ohio, to November, 1862. 1st 
Brigade, 1st Division, Left Wing 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to 
January, 1863.  

SERVICE.-March through Central Kentucky to Nashville, Tenn., February 10-
March 1, 1862. March to Savannah, Tenn., March 18-April 6. Battle of Shiloh, 
Tenn., April 6-7. Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. 
Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 12. Buell's Campaign in Northern Alabama and 
Middle Tennessee along line of the Memphis & Charleston Railroad June to 
August. Little Pond, near McMinnville, August 30. March to Louisville, Ky., in 
pursuit of Bragg August 30-September 26. Pursuit of Bragg to Loudon, Ky., 
October 1-22. March to Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 7, and duty there 
till December 26. Advance on Murfreesboro December 26-30. Lavergne December 
26-27. Battle of Stone's River December 30-31, 1862.  

 Sources: 
1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
4. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 

ALFRED BERRY ENDICOTT (August 28, 1836 – January 2, 1910) 
 He was  born  in Illinois.  Soldier Burial allowed by Commissioner per Book 
at New Harmony, WMI Library, Posey Co, Indiana.   This is an interesting 
example of two Civil War soldiers with exactly the same first name, middle name, 
and last name and even connected with the same county.  This happens once in a 
while, so, as a researcher just because two men have exactly the same name, you 
can’t assume they are one and the same and you have to look for further evidence.  
This man is obviously not the Alfred Berry Endicott above who was killed at 
Stone’s River because he lived to 1910. 
 
 According to the roster of Company H of the 1st Regiment of the Indiana 
Cavalry, an Alfred Berry Endicott, who resided in Posey County, mustered with 
the regiment on August 20, 1861.  But it does not say when he was discharged, 
which is unusual.   We know from other sources, though, that the regiment itself 
was mustered out on July 3, 1865 at Indianapolis.    
 
 We know that this Alfred Berry Endicott must  be our man, though, because 
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we know from another source that a man named Alfred B. Endicott, a laborer, who 
was in Company H of an unnamed regiment died at age 73 and is buried in the 
Poseyville Cemetery.   
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://boards.ancestry.com/localities.northam.usa.states.indiana.counties.p  
            osey/1630.4.1/mb.ashx 
 2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
ALS ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted on November 3, 1863 at Barry, Clay County, Missouri and was a 
Private with Captain Dan Carpenter’s Independent Company of the Enrolled 
Missouri Militia.  An L.W. Endicott (see below) enlisted in the same unit on the 
same day. 
 
 Source: 
 1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
 2.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details.asp?id=S109171&c 

onflict=Civil%20War&sType=unit&txtUnit=Dan%20Carpenter%20Indepen
dent%20Company%20E.M.M.&selConflict=Civil%20War 

*** 
ARVAL ENDICOTT  
 Alternate name; See Orville Endicott below.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
*** 

 
CASWELL ENDICOTT   
 He came from Henderson County, Illinois, and was in Company C, 91st 
Illinois Infantry.  The roster for Company C says that he mustered with the unit on 
August 12, 1862 and mustered out on July 1865.  An interesting fact about Caswell 
was that in one battle, not only he, but his entire regiment was taken prisoner, 
“paroled” and then exchanged for Confederate prisoners later on.  Later on in the 
war Caswell’s unit was in the Mobile, Alabama campaign.  
 
 This account from a Report by Illinois's Adjutant General tells how it 
happened: 
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 On the morning of December 27th, 1862, the rebel  General John Morgan 
 appeared in force at Elizabethtown. Ky., where the Ninety-first was then 
 stationed, being under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Harry S. Smith. 
 Three companies were detached, guarding the railroad elsewhere, and these 
 had been obliged to surrender the day before.   After a preliminary 
 correspondence, each commander demanding a surrender by the other, at 
 1:30 p.m., the battle commenced by Morgan's batteries opening upon us. 
 We were then using the old altered flint lock muskets, an  inferior gun, and 
 our ammunition being exhausted, a surrender was agreed  upon, and the 
 Regiment paroled.  Our loss in killed was seven, and several wounded, 
 some  of whom died of their wounds.  The rebel loss in killed and wounded 
 exceeded 200. 
 
 On June 5, 1863, the 91st  was “exchanged.”  Parole?  Exchanged?  What 
does it all mean? 
  

Parole of Civil War Prisoners 
 

        For the first two years of the Civil War, both the North and the South lacked 
the means for handling large numbers of prisoners.  As a result they relied on the 
European system of parole and exchange of prisoners. 
  
         Under the terms of parole, prisoners had to give their word not to take up 
arms against their captors until they were formally exchanged for an enemy captive 
of equal rank.  Parole was supposed to take place within 10 days of capture, but 
usually it was granted within a few days, especially after a major battle where 
thousands of troops were involved. 
  
         Once you were paroled, you were free to leave the premises.  Sometimes 
parolees even went home to await notice of their exchange.   Or sometimes they 
waited near their commands until the paperwork was processed.   The system grew 
increasingly complex, cumbersome, and expensive as the war progressed and the 
number of parolees soared. 
  
         It was also open to abuse.  The prospect of being sent home encouraged 
many men to allow themselves to be captured in battle or by straggling.   Some 
parolees were permanently lost to the army when they failed to return to their units. 
  
         To cut down on this, Federal authorities established detention camps for 
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parolees, used them as guards, sent them west to fight Indians, or just gave them 
non-combatant assignments – all of which angered the parolees. 
  
         A big problem with the detention camp system was that parolees frequently 
suffered from food and clothing shortages, poor sanitation (which could easily be 
life-threatening in the Civil War) and the criminal element among them. 
  
         By 1863 it became obvious to the Union that the parole system was 
prolonging the war because it became the Confederacy’s chief source of new 
troops, so the Union severely restricted the practice.  The alternative, confining 
captured enemy troops to prison camps, became the norm for both North and 
South, with all the problems that entailed. 
  
91st Regiment, Illinois Infantry  
Organized at Camp Butler, Ill., and mustered in September 8, 1862. Moved to 
Shepherdsville, Ky., October 1-7, 1862. Attached to Railroad Guard, Department 
of the Ohio, to December, 1862. District of St. Louis, Mo., February to July, 1863. 
2nd Brigade, Herron's Division, 13th Army Corps, Department of the Tennessee, 
July, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 13th Army Corps, Dept. of the Tennessee, 
to August, and Dept. of the Gulf to October, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 13th 
Army Corps, to June, 1864. U.S. forces Texas, Dept. of the Gulf, to August, 1864. 
Garrison Brazos Santiago, Texas, to December, 1864. Defenses of New Orleans, 
La., Dept. of the Gulf, to February, 1865. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 13th Army 
Corps, Military Division West Mississippi, to July, 1865.   

SERVICE.-Guarding Louisville & Nashville R. R. and scouting through Kentucky 
after Morgan October 7 to December 27, 1862. Actions with Morgan at Nolin 
Station and Bacon Creek December 26, and at Elizabethtown, Ky., December 27. 
Regiment captured and paroled December 28. On duty as paroled prisoners of war 
at Benton Barracks, Mo., February 28 to June 5, 1863. Exchanged June 5, 1863. 
Moved to Vicksburg, Miss., July 8-15, thence to Port Hudson, La., July 24-25 and 
to New Orleans, La., August 13. At New Orleans until September 5. Moved to 
Morganza Bend September 5-6. Action at Morgan's Ferry, Atchafalaya River, 
September 7. Morganza September 8. Duty at Morganza until October 10. Moved 
to New Orleans, La., October 10-11; thence to Point Isabel, Texas, October 23-
November 3. March to Brownsville November 6-9, and frontier duty there till July 
28, 1864. Raid to Salt Lake December 31, 1862-January 9, 1864. Moved to Brazos 
Santiago July 28-30, and garrison duty there until December 24, 1864. Operations 
near Brazos Santiago August 4-15. Palmetto Ranch September 6. Action Bagdad 
September 11. Bocca Chica Pass October 14. Moved to New Orleans December 
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24-29 and duty there till February 21, 1865. Campaign against Mobile, Ala., and 
its defenses February 21-April 12. Siege of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely March 
26-April 8. Assault on and capture of Fort Blakely April 9. Occupation of Mobile 
April 12. Whistler's Station April 13. March to Nanahubba Bluffs, Tombigbee 
River, and duty there till May 9. Moved to Mobile and duty there till July. 
Mustered out July 12 and discharged at Chicago, Ill., July 28, 1865.  Regiment 
lost during service 12 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 1 Officer and 
131 Enlisted men by disease. Total 144. 

 Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
  2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
  3. Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illinois for the Years  
 1861-1866, Vol. 5, pp.334-6 as cited                 
at http://www.illinoiscivilwar.org/cw91-agr.html     4.  
http://www.civilwarhome.com/parole.htm 

 5.  http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search? 
 6.http://www.archive.org/stream/reportofadjutant05illi1#page/316/m 
    ode/1up 

*** 
 

CHARLES ENDICOTT (January 7, 1823 – December 3, 1906) 
 He is the only Endicott we know of so far who served in the Union Navy 
during the Civil War, this after considerable experience at sea in the private sector.  
But as we’ll see, his fate was to serve under a man who could have been the 
original Captain Queeg of the movie “The Caine Mutiny,  the movie about a 
captain his other officers believe is mentally unstable.  
 
 Charles’s decent from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 
 

Grovernor John 
Zerubbable 
Samuel 
Joseph 
Aaron 
 
Charles 

 
 Charles received his education in Dr. Worcester’s private school at Salem, 
Massachusetts.  He went to sea at age 15 on the ship “Carthage,” owned by Joseph 
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Peabody, under Captain Augustus Perry and made the voyage to Calcutta and 
return.  He then sailed in the “Unicorn” from Boston to Manila and returned, 
taking 11 months, seven days and making a handsome profit for the owners.  
 
 Charles was hardly 18 years old when he was recommended for second mate 
of the ship “Lowell,” which did another trip to Manila and from there to Chusan 
and Amoy in China.   The Lowell then took on cargo at Whampoa, China, and 
returned to New York in 103 days, making the entire trip’s duration a little less 
than 18 months.  
 
 Charles made many other voyages to such places as Manila, San Francisco, 
Shanghai, and the East Indies before retiring from the sea at age 33.   
 
 But when the Civil War erupted, he enlisted in the United States Navy on 
August 12, 1861, as Executive Officer of the “Ino,” under Josiah Perkins Creesey, 
sometimes spelled Cressy, (1814-1871).  
 

Role of the Union Navy 
  

Much more attention has been paid to the role of the Union army in the Civil 
War, but the role of the Navy was also very important. President Lincoln set the 
Union’s first naval goal when he declared a blockade of the Southern coasts.  It 
was part of of the “Anaconda plan,” a military strategy proposed by Union General 
Winfield Scott early in the war.  It called for a naval blockade of the Confederate 
coast, a thrust down the Mississippi, and the strangulation of the South by Union 
land and naval forces. 
 

Part of the plan was to cut off Southern trade with the outside world and 
prevent the sale of the Confederacy's major crop, cotton. The task was daunting; 
the Southern coast measured over 2,500 miles and the Union navy numbered less 
than 40 usable ships. The Union also needed a “brown water navy” of gunboats to 
support army campaigns down the Mississippi River and in Northern Virginia. 

 
The solution of Lincoln’s Navy Secretary, Gideon Wells: commandeer the 

US civilian fleet and experienced sailors!   By late 1862, the blocade had become 
higly effective.  

 
The South responded in two ways.  The first was by innovating new types of 

naval warfare, ironclad vessels like the Merrimack and submarines like the Hunley, 
but also by creating a series of commerce raiders, vessels such 
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as Sumter, Alabama, and Shenandoah to attack Union merchant shipping 
worldwide. These ships were acquired by Confederate agents in Europe and most 
never even entered a Southern port. Alabama, under Raphael Semmes, was the 
most famous. Destroying over 60 ships in a 21-month cruise and sending the 
Union shipping interests into a frenzy.  As we’ll see in a minute, chasing these 
Confederate raiders was to occupy the attention of Charles Endicott.  
 

US Navy conditions 
 

During the Civil War the Union Navy had a total of 84,415 personnel.  It 
suffered 6,233 total casualties with 2,112 Union sailors being killed by enemy action 
and 2,411 dying from disease or injury. At least another 1,710 men were wounded in 
action, injured, or disabled by disease. 
 

The Navy started the war with only 8,000 men, 7,600 enlisted men and 1,200 
commissioned officers. The number then grew five times during the course of the war. 
Most of these new men were volunteers who desired to serve in the navy temporarily 
rather than make it a career.  

 
Most of these volunteers were rated as "Land's Men" by recruiters meaning 

they had little or no experience at sea in their civilian lives.  Additonally, many sailors 
from the United States pre-war merchant marine joined the Navy and they were often 
given higher rank due to their background and experience. 

 

A key part of the Union Navy's recruiting effort was offering higher pay than 
the Army did to its volunteers, plus giving the promise of greater freedom and the 
opportunity to see more of the country and the world.  

 
When the draft was introduced, the Navy tried to recruit volunteers by offering 

service at sea as a better paying alternative than being drafted into the Army.  This 
incentive was especially meant to attract professional sailors who could be drafted the 
same as any other civilian and who would rather serve in an environment they were 
more familiar with. 

Acting rank 
In the 19th century Navy, acting ranks were common. The number of 

commissioned naval officers at each rank in the Navy was fixed by Congress, so it 
was difficult to fill vacancies if the number of officers needed to man ships 
exceeded the fixed number allowed by Congress.  So the Navy gave “acting rank” 
to men with prior sea service that the Navy thought it could use. 
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While acting ranks for warrant officers and enlisted me were not subject to 
congressional approval and were simply temporary assignments, acting rank for 
offices had be approved by the Department of the Navy.  In this way, the Navy was 
able to fill vacancies while it grew before Congress took action to permanently 
increase the number of officers.  

An officer who receieved acting rank, had to add “ranking” to his rank title, 
but he wore the uniform of the higher rank, and was addressed and paid at the 
higher rank. When the ship returned to the United States, or joined a fleet or 
squadron, the appointment was subject to review by the commander-in-chief of the 
fleet or squadron or the Department of the Navy. 

Similar to the “brevet ranks” in the Union Army, acting ranks were 
extremely common in the Navy during the Civil War.  Congress authorized the 
Navy to purchase vessels and appoint acting or volunteer officers to man them 
until the end of the conflict.  By the end of the war, most officers were appointed to 
a higher acting rank, and their appointments lasted until the end of the war, at 
which point many were discharged from the Navy. 
 

J.P. Creesy 
 

Prior to the Civil War Josiah Perkins Creesy was famous in sailing circles, 
primarly for having been captain of the clipper ship “Flying Cloud” that set speed 
records, using his wife, Eleanor Creesy as navigator.  For example, in 1854 they 
set a monohull sailing record from New York to San Francisco of 89 days, 8 hours, 
that was to last for 135 years, until 1989.  

 
But Creesy was obsessed with breaking these speed records and drove his 

men hard in all weather.  Sometimes this didn’t go over so well with the crew.  For 
example, one time off Buenos Aires, irritated with Creesy, two crewmen sabotaged 
the ship by drilling holes through the deck to let water into the hold to spoil the 
cargo, valued in freight charges at approximately $50,000. Creesy put them in 
irons, but had to release them the next day because he needed all the men he could 
muster to keep driving the ship. 

 
In 1855, Creesy retired from sailing and returned home.  But at the start of 

the Civil War, he was made a “volunteer acting Lieutenant” on August 2, 1861 and 
given command of the clipper ship Ino.  But since he had been his own master for 
so long before this, he did not fit into naval discipline very well, as we’ll soon see.  
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Charles Endicott, a “volunteer acting Master, was made Creesy’s Executive 
Officer, that is,  responsible for the management of day-to-day activities, freeing 
the captain to concentrate on strategy and planning the unit's next move. It turned 
out to be a less than ideal relationship! (The Navy officer rank order at that time 
was, in ascending order, Gunner; Boatswain; Midshipman; Passed Midshipman; 
Master; Lieutenant (as executive officer); Lieutenant (as commander); commander; 
captain; flag officers.) 

  
USS Ino  

 
 USS Ino was a clipper ship acquired by the Union Navy at the start of the 
Civil War.  She was 160 feet, 6 inches long, 34 feet, 11 inches wide, could sail at 
14 knots and had a crew of 144 men.  She was a formidable warship with 8 
powerful 32-pounder guns.   
 

The US Government purchased her for $40,000 in Boston, Massachusetts, 
on August 30, 1861 and she was commissioned at the Boston Navy Yard on 
September 23, with Creesy in command.  Unusual speed and large storage space 
made her ideally suited her for long-range cruising against Confederate commerce 
raiders. (These Union ships were called “cruisers.”)  
 

In search of CSS Sumter 
 

 Ino’s first duty began on September 27, 1861 when she departed Boston in 
search of "rebel pirates"  but didn’t find any. 
 

A falling out 
 
 On December 6, 1861, Creesy wrote a report of this voyage to Navy 
Secretary Gideon Welles.  It is contained in an 1894 US House of Representatives 
publication called “Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the 
War of Rebellion” on page 231.  The report is fairly uneventful except for this: 
 

I am aggrieved to be obliged to prefer charges against my executive and 
second officer, Messrs Charles Endicott and Dunton.  On the part of the first 
is a great want of dignity and attention to his business.  Owing to his 
disobedience of orders we are getting short of water, having sufficient only 
for about forty days, used with great care. The tendency of the conduct of 
Mr. Dunton would be to subvert the discipline of the ship; not safe to leave 
in charge of the ship as a watch officer, owing to his sleeping propensities. 
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Duty compeles me to prefer these charges…The health of the Ino’s crew is 
excellent, and with the exceptions named they are a very worthy set of men. 

 
 Then on January 10, 1862, Creesy wrote another report of this voyage to 
Navy Secretary Gideon Welles, also in the 1894 “Official Records of the Union 
and Confederate Navies in the War of Rebellion.”  Again, the report is uneventful 
except for this: 
 

I regret to report the death of Benj. J. Clontman, landsman, on the 18th 
ultimo by a fall from the front royal yard.  His account will be duly 
forwarded. 

  
I regret to reiterate my statement, as contained in my letter of the 6th ultimo 
as to the incompetency of Acting Masters Charles Endicott and F.J. Dunton.  
I earnestly request they may be detached and others more competent 
ordered.  

 
 It’s hard to evaluate whether Creesy’s charges against Charles Endicott had 
any merit or not, but there is evidence from before and then in an incident we’ll get 
to in moment that strongly suggest that they may not, and instead Creesy was just a 
really impossible guy to get along with –– the original Captain Queeg!   
 

Going after Semmes 
 
 On February 5, 1862, when word came that the South's famed cruiser CSS 
Sumter, under the brilliant command of Captain Raphael Semmes, who was to 
capture 18 Union vessels, was in European waters, Ino sailed from Boston on 
February 5, 1862 and reached Cadiz, Spain, only 13 days and 16 hours later.  
 
 It is unknown at this point whether Charles Endicott (and Dunton) were still 
aboard or not.  
 

In any event, Ino then assisted USS Kearsarge and USS Tuscarora  to 
blockade Semmes at Gibraltar where Semmes was seeking repairs (in vain).   
Semmes was finally forced to abandon Sumter there in order to get back into 
action with another ship.  
 

Creesy cashiered 
 
On February 19, 1862 two men named Tunstall and Myers were arrested by 
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James DeLong, the US consul in Tangier, Morocco, because they were 
Confederates on their way to Cadiz to purchase coal for the Sumpter.  Creesy’s 
commanding officer, Commodore Thomas A. Craven at first ordered Cressy to 
“cruise until he should fall in with a homeward-bound vessel, on board of which he 
is to place the prisoners, for passage to the United States, to be surrendered to the 
proper authorities.”  

 
But then Craven, because of protests from Moroccans and the British that 

the US had no right to arrest Tunstall and Myers on foreign territory, ordered 
Creesy to let them go.   To this Creesy bluntly wrote, “I positively decline to give 
these men up” and sailed away against orders. Craven then preferred charges 
against him for this “contemptuous disregard” and Creesy was dismissed from the 
Navy on July 18, 1862. 

 
After that he returned to the China trade and captained the clipper ship 

Archer for two voyages.  He died in Salem at the age of 57 and was buried in 
Marblehead. 
 

Ino Stateside operations 
 

 At this point while it’s definitely known that Creesy was not onboard the Ino 
because he’d been dismissed from the Navy, it’s not known whether Charles 
Endicott was still aboard Ino or not.  But here is the subsequent record of the Ino. 
 

Back in Boston, on August 4, 1862, Ino was ordered to Port Royal, South 
Carolina, for duty in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.  On her voyage 
south, on August 23 she captured the French bark La Manche attempting to run the 
Union blockade of Charleston, South Carolina. 
 

Searching for Semmes again 
 

 Six days later Ino arrived at St. George, Bermuda to obtain from the 
American consul there the latest information on blockade running activity in the 
area.  Ino got underway the next day at the behest of the neutrality-conscious 
governor of Bermuda and made Port Royal on September 7.  Only 4 days later she 
set sail for New York to prepare for a cruise in search of her old adversary, 
Semmes, who was now attacking northern merchantmen with his new raider, 
CSS Alabama. 
 
  Ino departed New York on November 5 and searched for Semmes in the 



 191 

lanes frequented by American merchantmen and whalers, but never found him and 
returned to New York on April 15 for repairs. 
 
 Later, Ino escorted the California-bound clipper Aquilla carrying the 
disassembled parts of monitor Comanche.  After successfully shepherding her 
charge to safe waters well below the equator, Ino searched yet again for CSS 
Alabama and CSS Florida in waters ranging to the island of Fernando de Noronha, 
but again, did not find them.  She then returned to New York, arriving on 
September 7, 1863. 
 
 After several other cruises that again resulted in no sighting of the enemy, 
Ino was transferred to the East Gulf Blockading Squadron on November 22, 1863 
where she served until after the end of the war.  She was decommissioned in 
Boston on February 13, 1867 and sold at public auction.  
 
 Sources: 
 

2. Genealogical and personal memoirs relating to the families of 
Boston and Eastern Massachusetts, by William Richard Cutter, 
Lewis Publishing Co. New York ,1908, page 1657. 

3. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Navy 
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Ino_(1861) 

 
*** 

 
DAVID ENDICOTT (?- June 29, 1863) 
 He enlisted in  Company A, 83rd Illinois Infantry but he did not survive the 
war.  The roster for Company A says that he mustered with the unit on August 5, 
1862 and came from Grantville, Illinois.  It says further “Killed near Ft. Donelson 
January 2, 1863.” (Note the discrepancy in the date of death: the U.S. Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs Nationwide Gravesite Locator says it was in June 19, not 
January 2.)  He is buried in the Ft. Donelson National Military Park, in Dover, 
Tennessee.  But since his death date is a year after the battle of Fort Donelson 
(which took place on February 1-16, 1862), we assume this means that he died in 
one the many skirmishes that occurred there after the battle. 
   
 
83rd Regiment, Illinois Infantry  
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 The regiment was organized at Monmouth and was mustered into the U. S. 
service Aug. 21, 1862.  Companies A, B, C, F and H were recruited in Warren 
county, D in Mercer, E, G, I and K, in Knox.   
  
 The regiment moved from camp August 25, via Burlington and St. Louis to 
Cairo, arriving there the 29th and reporting to Brigadier General Tuttle 
commanding the post.  On September 3, 1862 it moved to Fort Henry and thence to 
Fort Donelson, where it remained until September 1863.  
 
 It had heavy guard duty to perform, and since the whole country, especially 
along the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, was infested with guerrillas, it had 
daily skirmishes with the enemy, some of them being quite severe, as at Waverly, 
Tennessee, and Garrettsburg, Ky.   There, on February 3, 1863 companies of the 
83d, with Co. C, 2nd Ill. light artillery, successfully resisted the attack of Forrest 
and Wheeler with 8,000 men on Fort Donelson, but lost 13 men killed and 51 
wounded in the battle. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 

 2  http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
 3. U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Nation-wide Gravesite      
Locator 

*** 
 

DAVID ALLEN ENDICOTT (1829 - June 17, 1903) 
 He was born in Preble County, Ohio.  On June 20, 1861 he mustered in with 
the volunteer Livingston County Missouri Home Guards (Captain Sutliff) and then 
enlisted as a private in Co. E 2nd Cavalry Missouri (Captain Lewis Merril's Union 
Horse Regiment).   
 
 On February 1, 1863 he enlisted at St. Joseph, Missouri and mustered in on 
August 28, 1863 at Benton Barracks, Missouri in Company I of the 11th Missouri 
Cavalry (Captain Castle), this time as a 2nd Lieutenant.  Documents show him 
listed as wounded by August 19, 1864, and he resigned from service on that day at 
Duvall’s Bluff, Arkansas. 
  
 On November 1, 1848, at age 19, David married Margaret Jane Nordyke in 
Howard County Indiana.  Their children were; Mary, Samantha, Frances Caroline, 
Willard Orlando, C. W., Amanda Jennie, Hiram B, and Perry Albert Endicott. 
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 Duvall’s Bluff, more accurately known as Devall’s Bluff, was a settlement 
with a boat landing.  It was strategically important to both the Union and 
Confederate armies as a port on the White River and as head of the Memphis and 
Little Rock Railroad.  After Little Rock fell to Union forces in September 1863, 
Devall’s Bluff was used as a port when the Arkansas River was too low to 
navigate.  After realizing the importance the town played in transporting troops, it 
became a key Union supply depot.   It was also a haven for refugees, both 
freedmen and white.  Mounted Confederates operated around the town during 
1864, attacking the railroad and Union troops on the nearby prairie. After the war 
ended, the Freedmen’s Bureau had an office in DeVall’s Bluff, aiding the newly 
freed African-Americans in the area. 
 
11th Regiment Cavalry 
Organized at Benton Barracks and St. Joseph, Mo., March 28 to December 11, 
1863. Attached to District of St. Louis, Mo., Dept. of Missouri, to December, 
1863. District of Southwest Missouri, Dept. of Missouri, to January, 1864. District 
of Northeast Arkansas, 7th Army Corps, Dept. of Arkansas, to May, 1864. 3rd 
Brigade, 2nd Division, 7th Army Corps, to September, 1864. 3rd Brigade, Cavalry 
Division, 7th Army Corps, to February, 1865. 2nd Brigade, Cavalry Division, 7th 
Corps, to March, 1865. Separate Cavalry Brigade, Cavalry Division, 7th Army 
Corps, to July, 1865. 
 
SERVICE.--Duty in District of St. Louis, Mo., until December, 1863. At 
Springfield and Rolla, Mo., until February, 1864. Expedition from Springfield to 
Huntsville, Carrollton and Berryville, and skirmish, November 10-18, 1863 
(Detachment). Operations in Northeast Arkansas January 1-30, 1864. Martin's 
Creek January 7. Rolling Prairie January 23 (Co. "B"). At Batesville, Ark., 
February to April. Expedition from Batesville to Searcy Landing January 30-
February 3. Morgan's Mill, Spring River, White County, February 9 (Detachment). 
Independence, Mo., February 19. Waugh's Farm, near Batesville, February 19. 
Expedition from Rolla to Batesville, Ark., February 29-March 13. Scout from 
Batesville to West Point, Grand Glaze and Searcy Landing March 15-21 
(Detachment). Expedition from Batesville to Coon Creek, Devil's Fork, Red River, 
March 24-31. Van Buren County March 25. Scout from Batesville to Fairview 
March 25-26 (Detachment). Near Cross Roads March 27. Spring River, near 
Smithville, April 13 (Detachment). Jacksonport April 20. Expedition from 
Jacksonport to Augusta April 23-24. Near Jacksonport April 24. Ordered to 
Duvall's Bluff May, 1864, and duty there until October. Scout in Craighead and 
Lawrence Counties June 25-26 (Co. "M"). Clarendon, St. Charles, June 25-26. 
Clarendon June 27-29. Scout to Searcy and West Point July 26-28 (Detachment). 
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Des Arc July 26 (Detachment). West Point July 28 (Detachment). Hay Station No. 
3 July 30 (Detachment). West Point August 5. Expedition from Little Rock to 
Little Red River August 6-16. Operations in Central Arkansas, with skirmishes 
August 9-15. Duvall's Bluff August 21 and 24. Long Prairie August 24. Jones' Hay 
Station August 24. Duvall's Bluff September 6. Searcy September 13. Expedition 
from Duvall's Bluff toward Clarendon October 16-17 (Detachment). Brownsville 
October 30. Duty at Brownsville until February, 1865. Expedition from 
Brownsville to Augusta January 4-27, 1865 (Detachment). Moved to Little Rock 
February 4, and duty there until June. Moved to New Orleans, La., June 27-July 3. 
At Greenville until July 27. Mustered out at Greenville July 27 and discharged at 
St. Louis August 10, 1865. 
Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 28 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 5 Officers and 181 Enlisted men by disease. Total 216. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm  
2.  http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
3. http://archive.org/stream/cu31924092911134/cu31924092911134_

djvu.txt 
*** 

 
D.A. ENDICOTT 
 He was a 2nd Lieutenant in Company A of the 33rd Missouri Militia.  He 
enrolled in 1862 in Breckenridge and was ordered to service on July 22, 1862 at 
Breckenridge.   It seems possible that this is the same man as David Allen Endicott 
above -- same initials, same rank --  but there are discrepencies  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
 

*** 
 
DAVID A. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private with Co. E 2nd Cavalry Volunteers (Captain Norville).  He 
enlisted on August 15, 1861 at Chillicohe, Missouri.  He mustered in on September 
3, 1861 at Benton Barracks, Missouri.  He was discharged for disability April 9, 
1862 at Glasgow, Missouri. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
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*** 
 
FRANCIS ENDICOTT  
 Alternate spelling: Endecott.  The roster for Company I of the 186th 
Pennsylvania Infantry show that he mustered in with them on April 15, 1864 and 
mustered out with the company on August 15, 1865 with the rank of Private.  The 
186th was organized at Philadelphia on January 29-May 1, 1864.  It had duty at 
Fort Mifflin on the Delaware River just below Philadelphia and then did provost 
duty in Philadelphia during the entire war.  It was mustered out on August 15, 
1865.  The 186th  lost 17 men through disease.  This is an extreme illustration of 
how lopsided the casualties were in the Civil War between death due to combat 
and death due to disease.  In this unit. not a single man was lost due to combat but 
17 died as a result of disease. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm         2. 
http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
 3. http://www.pa-roots.com/pacw/infantry/186th/186thcoi.html 
  

*** 
 
FRANCIS ENDICOTT 
  Alternate spellings; Endecott, Endicot, Endicutt.   The roster shows that he 
was in Company H of the 14th Kentucky Infantry.  It says that he enlisted as a 
Private on October 25, 1861, mustered with the regiment on December 10, 1861, in 
Louisa, Kentucky, and mustered out 3 years later on January 31, 1865.   This 
means that he was with the unit when it participated in many important battles, 
including the Atlanta Campaign.  
 
The 14th Kentucky Infantry 
Organized at Camp Wallace near Louisa, Kentucky and mustered in for a three 
year enlistment on December 10, 1861 under the command of Colonel Laban 
Theodore Moore. 
The regiment was attached to 18th Brigade, Army of the Ohio, to March 1862. 
27th Brigade, 7th Division, Army of the Ohio, to October 1862. 2nd Brigade, 3rd 
Division, Army of Kentucky, Department of the Ohio, to February 1863. District 
of Eastern Kentucky, Department of the Ohio, to June 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th 
Division, XXIII Corps, Department of the Ohio, to September 1863. Louisa, 
Kentucky, District of Eastern Kentucky, 1st Division, XXIII Corps, to April 1864. 
1st Brigade, 1st Division, District of Kentucky, 5th Division, XXIII Corps, 
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Department of the Ohio, to May 1864. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, XXIII Corps, to 
August 1864. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, XXIII Corps, to December 1864. Military 
District of Kentucky and Department of Kentucky to September 1865. 
The 14th Kentucky Infantry mustered out of service at Louisa, Kentucky on 
September 15, 1865. 
SERVICE.  Engaged in operations on borders of Virginia and participated in action 
at Ivey's Mountain November 8, 1861, before muster. Garfield's Campaign against 
Humphrey Marshall December 23, 1861 to January 30, 1862. Advance on 
Paintsville, Ky., December 31, 1862 to January 7, 1862. Occupation of Paintsville 
January 8. Abbott's Hill January 9. Middle Creek, near Prestonsburg, January 10. 
At Paintsville until February 1. Expedition to Little Sandy and Piketon January 24–
30. Cumberland Gap Campaign March 28-June 18. Cumberland Mountain April 
28. Occupation of Cumberland Gap June 18-September 16. Tazewell July 26. 
Operations about Cumberland Gap August 2–6. Big Springs August 3. Tazewell 
August 6 and 9. Big Hill, Henderson County, August 23. Richmond September 5. 
Evacuation of Cumberland Gap and retreat to Greenup, on the Ohio River, 
September 17-October 3. Expedition to Charleston, West Va., October 21-
November 10. Duty in eastern Kentucky until May 1864. Johnson County 
December 1, 1862. Floyd County December 4–5. Louisa March 12, 1863. Near 
Louisa March 25–26. Operations in eastern Kentucky March 28-April 16. Bushy 
Creek April 7. Expedition from Beaver Creek into southwest Virginia July 3–11 (1 
company). Actions at Saylersville Oct. 10, 30; November 30 and December 1. 
Rock House and Laurel Creek, Wayne County, February 12, 1864. Laurel Creek 
Gap February 15, Forks of Beaver March 31. Quicksand Creek April 5 (Company 
I). Paintsville April 13. Half Mountain, Magoffin County, April 14. Louisa April 
16. Pound Gap May 9. Ordered to join Sherman in the field and reported at Burnt 
Hickory, Ga., May 24. Atlanta Campaign May 24-September 8. Kingston May 24. 
Battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. 
Allatoona Pass June 1–2. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw 
Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine Mountain June 11–14. Lost Mountain June 15–17. 
Muddy Creek June 17. Noyes' Creek June 19. Kolb's Farm June 22. Assault on 
Kennesaw June 27. Nickajack Creek July 2–5. Chattahoochee River July 6–17. 
Decatur July 19. Howard House July 20. Battle of Atlanta July 22. Siege of Atlanta 
July 22-August 25. Utoy Creek August 5–7. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 
25–30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Lovejoy's Station September 
2–6. At Decatur until October 4. Operations against Hood in northern Alabama and 
middle Tennessee October 4–26. Ordered to Kentucky November 15; at Bowling 
Green, Ky., until December 30, and at Louisa, Ky., protecting Virginia line until 
September 1865. 



 197 

Casualties 

The regiment lost a total of 201 men during service; 5 officers and 49 enlisted men 
killed or mortally wounded, 5 officers and 142 enlisted men died of disease. 
 Sources: 

1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/14th_Regiment_Kentucky_Volunteer_Infantry 
4. 4.http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~us14thkyinfant

ry/roster 14th%20KY%20Co.%20H.pdf 
*** 

 
FREDERICK ENDICOTT (? – December, 1923) 
 He enlisted on October 19, 1864 and was a Private first with Company C 
and then transferred to Company L of the 3rd New Jersey Cavalry.  He came from 
Atlantic County, New Jersey and was a sailor before he enlisted.  When he was in 
it, his unit was at the fall of Petersburg and Appomattox Court House when Lee 
surrendered there. 
 
 To attract recruits, the 3rd New Jersey was outfitted in unusually distinctive 
uniforms – visorless forage cap, elaborately braided jacket and a hooded cloak –
that suggested European hussars.  As a result they were called the 
“butterflies.”  They also had carbines, and by the time Frederick got there, Spencer 
carbines. 
 
 The Battle of Appomattox Court House, fought on the morning of April 9, 
1865, was the final engagement of General Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern 
Virginia before it surrendered to the Union Army under Lt. General Ulysses S. 
Grant.   Lee, having abandoned the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia, 
after the Siege of Petersburg, retreated west, hoping to join his army with the 
Confederate forces in North Carolina.  Union forces pursued and cut off Lee’s 
retreat. 
  
 The Confederates attacked but were driven back, and soon after the Union 
cavalry cut through the right of the Confederate lines.  Most of the 7,700 
Confederates surrendered, including Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell and 
eight other generals. 
  
 Frederick could have been part of this Union cavalry at this engagement, but 
that has not been documented yet. He died in December 1923 at Tuckahoe, NJ.  
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3rd Regiment, New Jersey Cavalry  
Organized at Camp Bayard, Trenton, N. J., and mustered in by Companies as 
follows: Company "A" January 26, Company "C" January 22, Company "E" 
January 4, Company "F" January 12, Companies "G" and "H" January 6, 1864; 
Company "D@ December 2, 1863; Company "B" January 29, and Companies "I," 
"K," "L" and "M" March 24, 1864. March to Annapolis, Md., April 5-7, 1864. 
Guard Orange & Alexandria Railroad April 29-May 5. Attached to Cavalry, 9th 
Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to May, 1864. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 
Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac and Middle Military Division, to June, 1865. 
Defenses of Washington, D. C., to August, 1865. 

SERVICE.-Campaign from the Rapidan to the James May 3-June 12, 1864. 
Wilderness May 5-7. Near Germania Ford May 5. Picket on the Rapidan May 6. 
Guard pontoons May 7. Expedition to Fredericksburg May 8-9. Spotsylvania May 
9-12. Spotsylvania Court House May 12-21. United States Ford May 19. North 
Anna River May 23-26. On line of the Pamunkey May 26-28. Totopotomoy May 
28-31. Mechump's Creek May 31. Ashland Station June 1. Cold Harbor June 1-12. 
Totopotomoy, Gaines' Mill, Salem Church and Hawes' Shop June 2. Hawes' Shop 
June 3. Bethesda Church June 11. White Oak Swamp June 13. Smith's Store, near 
St. Mary's Church, June 15. Weldon Railroad June 20. Jerusalem Plank Road June 
22-23. Milford Station June 27. Picket duty at City Point till July 16. Duty at Light 
House Point July 16-25. Before Petersburg July 25. Mine Explosion, Petersburg, 
July 30 (Cos. "A" and "E"). Sheridan's Shenandoah Valley Campaign August 7-
November 28. Winchester August 17. Summit Point August 21. Middleway 
August 21. Near Kearneysville August 25. Abraham's Creek, near Winchester, 
September 13. Battle of Winchester September 19. Near Cedarville September 20. 
Front Royal September 21. Milford September 22. Waynesboro September 29. 
Bridgwater October 2. Tom's Brook ("Woodstock Races") October 8-9. Picket at 
Cedar Creek till October 13. Cedar Creek October 13. Battle of Cedar Creek 
October 19. Newtown (or Middletown) November 12. Rude's Hill, near Mt. 
Jackson, November 22. Expedition from Kernstown to Lacey's Springs December 
19-22. Lacey's Springs December 21. Sheridan's Raid from Winchester February 
27-March 24, 1865. Occupation of Staunton March 2. Action at Waynesboro 
March 2. Occupation of Charlottesville March 3. Near Ashland March 15. 
Appomattox Campaign March 28-April 9. Dinwiddie Court House March 30-31. 
Five Forks April 1. Fall of Petersburg April 2. Namozine Church April 3. Sailor's 
Creek April 6. Appomattox Station April 8. Appomattox Court House April 9. 
Surrender of Lee and his army. Expedition to Danville and South Boston April 23-
27. March to Washington, D. C., May. Grand Review May 23. Mustered out at 
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Washington, D. C., August 1, 1865. 

Regiment lost during service 3 Officers and 47 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 2 Officers and 105 Enlisted men by disease. Total 157. 

Predecessor unit: 

36th REGIMENT VOLUNTEERS. 

See 3rd Cavalry. 
 
 Sources 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
  2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

  3. http://3rdnjcavalry.com/SoldierIndex4.html 
  4. Pension Index, NARA, cited at                                                          
     http://3rdnjcavalry.com/CompanyL2.html 

 ***  
 
GABRIEL ENDICOTT (1833 – 1910) 
   He is not to be confused with the Confederate Gabriel J. Endicott (see 
above) although he is probably a cousin.  He is the brother of a John and Joshua 
Endicott, who served in Captain Copley’s Independent Scouts (see above under 
Gabriel Jones Endicott).   
 
 The 10-year censuses for Lawrence County, Kentucky from 1840 – 1910 all 
show a Gabriel Endicott as having been born in either 1833 or 1834.  They show 
him as the son of Samuel and Ester Endicott.  They show his brothers as John, 
Joshua, and Francis – the same names that also appear in Copley’s Independent 
Scouts.  They are probably cousins of Gabriel Jones Endicott.   
 

He enlisted on January 4, 1864, credited to the state of Kentucky.  He was 
with Company K of the 1st U.S. Cavalry (Regular Army).  After 1864,when 
Gabriel enlisted, the unit was in many famous battles, including the Wilderness, 
Cold Harbor, Petersburg, and Appomattox.  

 
He must have survived the war the bcause the censuses of 1870 and 1880 

and 1900 list him as a farmer.   The census of 1910 list him as a laborer.  These 
censuses list Eliza Marcum as his wife, having married her in 1873.  He had been 
married once before, to Rhoda Evans, in 1851, and had a son named Gabriel born 
in 1865.  
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1st Regiment, US Cavalry (Regular Army)  
On the Pacific Coast till November, 1861, Concentrated at Washington, D.C., 
November, 1861, to January, 1862. (Cos. "D" and "G" in New Mexico. Evacuation 
of Forts Breckenridge and Buchanan. Stationed at Fort Craig. Defense of Fort 
Craig January-February, 1862. Near Fort Craig February 19. Action at Valverde 
February 21. Apache Canon, near Santa Fe, March 26. Glorietta or Pigeon Ranch 
March 28. Albuquerque April 25. Peralta April 27.) Regiment attached to Cooke's 
Cavalry Reserve, Army Potomac, January to March, 1862. 2nd Brigade, Cavalry 
Reserve, Army Potomac, to July, 1862. Headquarters Army Potomac to February, 
1863. Reserve Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, Cavalry Corps, Army Potomac, to 
August, 1864. 3rd (Reserve) Brigade, 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army 
Shenandoah, Middle Military Division, to December, 1864. Headquarters Army 
Shenandoah to March, 1865. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army 
Potomac, to July, 1865.   
 
SERVICE.--Advance on Manassas, Va., July 16-21, 1861 (Cos. "A" and "E"). 
Battle of Bull Run July 21 (Cos. "A" and "E"). Duty in the Defenses of 
Washington, D.C., till March, 1862. Moved to Virginia Peninsula March. Siege of 
Yorktown, Va., April 5-May 4. Cheese Cake Church May 4. Reconnaissance to 
Hanover Court House May 26. Operations against Stuart June 13-15. Seven days 
before Richmond June 25-July 1. Gaines' Mill June 27. Malvern Hill July 1. 
Reconnaissance to Charlestown, W. Va., October 16-17. Charlestown October 16. 
Battle of Fredericksburg, Va., December 12-15. Expedition from Potomac Creek to 
Richards' and Ellis' Fords, Rappahannock River, December 29-30. Kelly's Ford 
March 17, 1863. Stoneman's Raid April 29-May 8. Brandy Station and Beverly 
Ford June 9. Middleburg June 19. Upperville June 21. Battle of Gettysburg, Pa., 
July 1-3. Williamsport, Md., July 6. Boonsboro July 8. Benevola or Beaver Creek 
July 9. About Funkstown July 10-13. Falling Waters July 14. Manassas Gap, Va., 
July 21-22. Wapping Heights and Chester Gap July 23. Kelly's Ford July 31-
August 1. Brandy Station August 1-4. In Defenses of Washington till September. 
Bristoe Campaign October 9-22. Manassas Junction October 17. Bristoe Station 
October 18. Advance to the Rappahannock November 7-8. Mine Run Campaign 
November 26-December 2. Demonstration on the Rapidan February 6-7, 1864. 
Barnett's Ford February 6-7. Custer's Raid in Albemarle County February 28-
March 1. Near Charlottesville February 29, Stannardsville March 1. Rapidan 
Campaign May 4-June 12. Wilderness May 5-7. Todd's Tavern May 7-8. 
Sheridan's Raid to the James River May 9-24. Ground Squirrel Church and Yellow 
Tavern May 11. Mechanicsville May 12. On line of the Pamunkey May 26-28. 
Hanovertown Ferry and Hanovertown May 27. Totopotomoy May 28-31. Old 
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Church and Mattadequin Creek May 30. Bethesda Church. Cold Harbor, May 31-
June 1. Sheridan's Trevillian Raid June 7-24. Trevillian Station June 11-12. 
Mallory's Cross Roads June 12. Black Creek or Tunstall Station and White House 
or St. Peter's Church June 21. Jones' Bridge June 23. Siege of Petersburg till 
August. Deep Bottom July 27-28. Malvern Hill July 28. Sheridan's Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign August 7-November 28. Toll Gate, near White Post, and near 
Newtown, August 11. Near Strasburg August 14. Summit Point August 21. 
Halltown and near Kearneysville August 25. Leetown and Smithfield August 28. 
Smithfield, crossing of the Opequan, August 29. Locke's Ford, Opequan Creek, 
September 13. Sevier's Ford, Opequan Creek, September 15. Battle of Opequan, 
Winchester, September 19. Fisher's Hill September 21. Milford September 22. 
Front Royal September 23. Luray Valley September 24. Port Republic September 
26-27. Rockfish Gap September 28. Mt. Crawford October 2. Tom's Brook, 
Woodstock Races, October 8-9. Expedition into Surrey County October 16-18. 
Battle of Cedar Creek October 19. Near Kernstown November 11. Expedition into 
Loudoun and Fauquier Counties November 28-December 3. Expedition from 
Winchester to near Gordonsville December 19-28. Liberty Mills December 22. 
Near Gordonsville December 23. Sheridan's Raid from Winchester February 27-
March 25, 1865. Occupation of Staunton March 2. Action at Waynesborough 
March 2. Duguidsville March 8. Appomattox Campaign March 28-April 9. 
Dinwiddie Court House March 30-31. Five Forks April 1. Scott's Cross Roads 
April 2. Tabernacle Church or Beaver Pond Creek April 4. Sailor's Creek April 6. 
Appomattox Station April 8. Appomattox Court House April 9. Surrender of Lee 
and his army. Expedition to Danville April 23-29. Moved to Washington, D.C., 
May. Grand Review May 23. Ordered to New Orleans, La., and duty there till 
December, 1865.  Regiment lost during service 9 Officers and 73 Enlisted men 
killed and mortally wounded and 2 Officers and 91 Enlisted men by disease. Total 
175. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
*** 

 
GEORGE ENDICOTT  
 Alternate spelling: Indicutt.   He was a Private with Company D, of the 1st 
Regiment Provisional  of the Enrolled Missouri Militia (E.M.M.).  He was ordered 
into service on April 1, 1863 at Huntsville by Brigadier General Bartholow.  He 
was relieved from duty on December 7, 1863.   
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 Company D (Captain William A. Skinner) had many men from Huntsville, 
in Randolph County.  The EMM was Missouri's own emergency state army created 
in a hurry in the summer of 1862 when parts of Missouri were overrun by southern 
guerrillas and Confederate recruiters.  Many Missouri men served on one side for 
part of the war and then the opposing side for another part of the war. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
2. http://history-sites.com/cgi-

bin/bbs62x/mocwmb/webbbs_config.pl?md=read;id=16740 
*** 

 
GEORGE ENDICOTT (1836 - ?) 
 His name appears on the roster of Company A of the 145th New York 
Infantry.  It says that he enlisted at age 26 on August 21, 1862 in New York City to 
serve 3 years.  It says he was promoted to Corporal prior to April 10, 1863 and 
Sergeant “no date.”  Finally it says “transferred to Company B of the 150th 
regiment on December 9, 1863.    
 
 The roster for the 150th New York says the transfer was on January 4, 1864 
and that George mustered out with the company on June 8, 1865 near Washington, 
D.C. 
 
 Thus, while he was in the 145th certainly as a Corporal and perhaps as a 
Sergeant, the unit was at Gettysburg and he probably was, too.   And then, with the 
150th Regiment as a Sergeant, he was in the unit when it was in a number of 
important battles, including the siege and occupation of Atlanta, Sherman’s March 
to the Sea and his Carolinas campaign that included the battle of Bentonville and 
the surrender of Confederate General Johnston’s army, which marked the effective 
end of Confederate resistance in the war.  
 

(By way of interest, New York state supplied more soldiers for the Union, 
464,701 men, according to the report of New York’s Adjutant General, than any 
other state.  Pennsylvania was next with 366,326.)   
 
 The 145th, called the “Stanton Legion,” was  organized at Staten Island, and 
there mustered into the service of the United States for three years on September 
11, 1862.  Company A was recruited principally from New York City.   
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The regiment left the State on September 27, 1862 as part of the 2nd 
Brigade, 2nd (Greene’s) Division, 12th Corps (Corps insignia: a red star), Army of 
the Potomac, which was stationed in the vicinity of Harper's Ferry until December.  
From there it moved into Virginia and made its winter quarters at Stafford Court 
House. 

 
In the latter part of April, the 145th marched to the Rappahannock River, 

which it crossed by wading, and participated in the battle of Chancellorsville (April 
30 – May 6, 1863), now part of the 2d Brigade, 1st (Williams’) Division, 12th 
Corps.  The 145th was heavily engaged at Chancellorsville, losing 5 killed, 
wounded and missing.    
 
 On May 5, the 145th re-crossed the Rappahannock and  marched back to its 
old camp at Stafford Court House, where it remained until the corps started on its 
march to Gettysburg. 
 
 The order of command of the 145th at Gettysburg was as follows: 
 
* 12th CORPS – Major General Henry W. Slocum.  While he was the overall 
commander of 12th Corps, he commanded only its right wing during the battle 
itself.  General Williams (see below) commanded the rest of it. 
 
*  1st Division – Brigadier General Alpheus S. Williams and Brigadier General 
Thomas H. Ruger  
 
*  1st Brigade– Colonel Archibald McDougall.  Besides the 145th New York, the 1st 
Brigade contained the following regiments:  5th Connecticut; 20th Connecticut;3rd 
Maryland; 123rd New York; and 46th Pennsylvania.  
 
* 145th New York – Colonel Edward Livingston Price  
 
 Late in the afternoon of July 1, the 145th advanced with the 1st Division 
toward Gettysburg via the Baltimore Pike, under the command of General 
Williams.  It was a hot day and men fell out due to the heat.  Before reaching Rock 
Creek, a creek running roughly parallel to the Culp’s Hill line,  General Williams 
received a message from General Slocum to turn right off Baltimore Pike a half 
mile southeast of Rock Creek.  The new road they turned onto was narrow and 
unimproved.  Sometimes the men moved at the “double quick” (a jog, about 5 
mph). 
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 The 145th then was in support of an attack on Benner’s Hill.   But there was 
no opposition and the objective was taken easily.  After that the men encamped for 
the night. 
  
 On the afternoon of July 2, the 145th was deployed on the south slope of the 
lower of the two Culp’s Hills, near Spangler’s Spring and participated in 
construction of “breastworks” that were in reality more of a log fort.  The 145th 
brought 245 men to the field. 
 
 Later in the afternoon, with the rest of the division, the 145th was ordered to 
the Union left to support of General Sickles' Corps, but arrived too late to take an 
active part in repulsing the enemy. 
 
 Late that night, the 145th with others, and all now under General Ruger’s 
command, returned to Culp’s Hill on the Union right.  But they found the position 
now occupied by the enemy who, taking advantage of the absence of the division, 
had appropriated it.   
 
 The 145th was deployed in open fields just south of the hill in 2 rows with 
145th about 35 feet in back of the 123rd New York.  Scouts were sent forward to 
determine exact location and strength of the enemy.  When the enemy started firing 
at the Union forces, the 123rd was ordered to fall back.  But when it tried to do so, 
the 145th, thinking they were Confederates, opened fire on them by mistake and 
then itself fell back until order was restored. The 145th then bivouacked for the 
night.  
 

At daylight, on July 3, the 145th assisted in driving out the enemy, and 
reoccupying its line about 11 a. m., losing 1 killed and 9 wounded, of whom 2 
subsequently died of wounds and were buried in the cemetery at Gettysburg. 

 
 John Heiser, the National Park Service Historian at Gettysburg, believes that 
the actions of Culp’s Hill and Little Round Top were the most important at the 
battle of Gettysburg, more important even than Picket’s charge.  This is because 
they guarded the flanks of the Union line and had the Confederates been able to 
turn either of those flanks they would have won the battle.   By contrast, Heiser 
feels that Picket’s charge against the center of the Union line had little chance of 
success because a) Lee had misestimated Union strength there and b) Lee’s plan of 
attack depended on a tight coordination of artillery support and infantry movement 
that Lee’s forces were not able to execute.   
  



 205 

After Gettysburg, the 145th followed with the 12th Corps in pursuit of Lee 
until reaching the Rappahannock, and was present at the battles of Williamsport, 
Maryland., and Robertson's Ford, Virginia. 

 
 The following is the detailed after action report filed by Colonel Price,  the 
145’s commander: 

IN THE FIELD, CAMP NEAR SNICKERSVILLE, VA., July 23, 1863.  
 
CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders, I have the honor to submit the following  
report of the services rendered by my command during the operations of this  
army, from July I to 15:  
 
On the morning of July 1, my command moved from Littlestown, Pa., and  
halted about 2 miles from Gettysburg, where it was drawn up in line of battle  
on the right of the Gettysburg pike.  Heavy cannonading being heard in the  
direction of Gettysburg, we were ordered to advance with the brigade to within  
supporting distance of the Eleventh Corps, but afterward, by orders received  
from General Williams, we retired to an open space beyond the woods, where  
we encamped for the night.  
 
About 4 o’clock on the morning of the 2d instant, I received orders to be in  
readiness to move farther to the front, in order to take up a new line.  At 6 o’clock  
I accordingly moved my command to the front by the way of the Gettysburg turnpike,  
and, after maneuvering a short time, I was ordered to form my regiment in the  
second line of battle, parallel with and behind a stone wall, some 125 feet in  
rear of the first line.  
 
The Third Maryland Volunteers formed on the left and the Fifth Connecticut  
Volunteers on the right of my command.  I would state that the position occupied  
by my command was some 200 or 300 yards northeast of the Gettysburg pike, on  
the crest of a hill covered with heavy timber. The ground was of a rough and  
rocky nature, and affording good means of defense.  
 
About 12 p.m. I received orders to detach a company of my command as skirmishers.  
I accordingly detailed Company K, Captain George W. Reid commanding, and  
said company was afterward deployed in front of the first line along the line of  
Rock Creek.  My command remained in the position before described until  
6:30 p.m. (repairing the stone wall in the meantime, the regiments in the first  
line building breastworks), at which time I received orders to follow in rear of 
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 the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers toward the left of the general line.  
 
My command (excepting Company K, which remained as before stated) then  
proceeded toward the left a distance of some 2 miles, being exposed to a fire  
of the enemy’s artillery, but without injury to my command.  I was then  
ordered to form my regiment on the left of the Fifth Connecticut Volunteers,  
in rear of the Fifth Army Corps.  Scarcely, however, had my command formed,  
ere I received an order to return to my former position on the right and follow  
in the rear of the Fifth Connecticut Volunteers.  
 
Upon approaching the former position on the right, it was ascertained that 
 during the absence of our forces the enemy had attacked our skirmishers on  
Rock Creek, who, after a slight resistance, were driven back, the enemy taking  
possession of the breastworks built by the regiments in the first line, and the  
stone wall behind which my command, with other regiments of the same line,  
had previously formed.  
 
I was then ordered to form my command in an open field about an eighth of a  
mile in rear of my former position, on the right of the Third Maryland Volunteers,  
and parallel to my former line behind the stone wall.  About this time I received  
an order to detail a company of skirmishers to report to Capt. E. J. Rice, acting  
assistant adjutant-general, First Brigade.  I accordingly detailed Company C,  
Capt. S. T. Allen commanding, as skirmishers.  
 
During the formation of the line as above described, a volley was fired directly  
in front of my command (probably by the enemy’s skirmishers), wounding 2 of  
my men and causing some confusion; order was, however, quickly restored.  It was  
now 10.30 o’clock.  In this position my men rested on their arms during the night;  
nothing unusual occurred.  
 
About 4 o’clock on the morning of the 3d, some twelve guns belonging to  
artillery, posted some 500 paces in rear of my regiment, opened upon the woods  
in front of my command, and the skirmishers became briskly engaged.  This state  
of affairs continued about thirty minutes, when the artillery fire partially ceased  
and the infantry in front of my line became hotly engaged.  Company C was engaged  
with the enemy, and lost 1 private killed and 2 wounded, when it was recalled, and 
 rejoined my command.  
 
The artillery occasionally opened upon the woods in my front, the shells of which 
 barely cleared, the men of my command, who at that time were lying down.  
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Subsequently several of my men were wounded by the fire of our artillery, and,  
deeming it advisable and proper to report the facts to my commanding officer,  
I dispatched Sergt. Maj. M. J. Shanly to inform the colonel commanding the  
brigade that several of my men had been wounded by the fire of our own artillery.  
 
On the delivery of this message, the said Sergeant-Major Shanly was instructed  
by the commanding officer of the brigade to tell Colonel Price “not to fret.”  Shortly 
 after the arrival of this message, 3 more of my command were wounded, including a 
commissioned officer.  In company with Colonel Selfridge, Forty-sixth Pennsylvania  
Volunteers, I proceeded to the battery which had injured my command, where I  
met Major-General Slocum, whom I informed of the injury done by said battery,  
when my command was withdrawn a short distance, and no further injury inflicted 
 upon it.  
 
My command was afterward moved forward to occupy the position of the day 
 before, the enemy having been driven beyond the stone wall and breastworks  
before alluded to.  My command remained in this position, under a severe fire from 
 the enemy’s artillery, until 4.30 o’clock, when it was moved to the support of the  
center, but had hardly reached there before receiving orders to return to my former  
position on the right.  My regiment was afterward thrown forward into the first line, 
 behind the breastworks, where it engaged the enemy’s sharpshooters until darkness  
put an end to further operations.  
 
I was relieved by the One hundred and twenty-third Regiment New York Volunteers,  
Captain Tanner commanding, about 8 p.m., and retired to my former position behind  
the stone wall, where my command rested on their arms during the night. Nothing  
unusual occurred during the night save the alarm in the first line which caused it to fire.  
 
On the morning of the 4th, I was again thrown into the front line behind the  
breastworks, but nothing of importance occurred, the enemy having evacuated his  
position in our front during the night, leaving his dead upon the field; also many of  
his wounded.  
 
My command was again relieved about 12 o’clock, and again took up a position in  
the second line, behind the said stone wall; but this time my command was deprived  
of its former position by the posting of the One hundred and twenty-third New York  
Volunteers in my former position, and placing me in a small open field to the left of  
my original position.  
 
At this time the weather had changed, and the rain was falling in torrents, wetting  
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my men thoroughly, and depriving them of rest and sleep during the following night.  
Thus for four days and three nights were the men of my command subjected to the  
severest hardships, besides trials and dangers of almost every description; yet  
throughout all I cannot but speak in the highest terms of both the officers and  
men of my command.  
 
All behaved with a nobleness of spirit well worthy of record; each and every one 
 seemed aware of the great issues involved, and the importance of the struggle in  
which they were engaged.  
 
On the morning of July 5, my command moved at 10.30 o’clock, marching through 
 Littlestown, and encamping just outside that place.  On the morning of the 6th, we 
 again started, continuing the march, passing through the towns of Frederick and  
Burkittsville, and on Saturday, the 11th instant, [encamped] near Fair Play, Md.,  
about 5 miles from Williamsport, where we were employed during the three days  
of our stay at this place in throwing up breastworks.  
 
On Sunday, the 14th instant, finding the enemy had fallen back, we followed with  
the main body of the army, halting near Williamsport.  On the following morning  
we took up our line of march, and halted near Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.  On the 16th,  
we moved again a short distance, and encamped at Pleasant Valley, Md., where  
my command was allowed to rest, and requisitions were made to furnish it with  
arms, ammunition, and clothing, for which, after such a severe campaign, my  
command stood greatly in need.  
 
I cannot but mention the valuable services rendered me during the engagement  
at Gettysburg by Sergt. Maj. M. J. Shanly, who acted as adjutant, the adjutant of my regiment 
being absent during the battle.  
 
In conclusion, I cannot omit speaking of the nobleness with which my command  
endured the privations, hardships, and trials of these fifteen days.  It marched over  
150 miles, engaged the enemy for two or three days at Gettysburg, built breastworks 
and abatis, was deprived continually of both rest and sleep, performed forced  
marches of nearly 30 miles per day through mud and rain, sometimes with  
inadequate rations, and many of my men without shoes or sufficient clothing.  
 
When I remember all this; when I consider the trials of these four days and nights  
before Gettysburg; the great fortitude and courage exhibited by the officers and  
men of my command; that not a man faltered; that not a single case of disobedience  
of orders occurred, I am constrained to believe that additional and greater honors  
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await it on future fields of victory. I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully,  
your most obedient servant,  
 
ED. LIVINGSTON PRICE, Colonel 145th New York Volunteers.  
Capt. E. J. RICE, A. A. A. G., First Brig., First Div., Twelfth A. C. 
 

On December 9, 1863, however, the 145th Regiment was discontinued and 
its enlisted men were transferred to the 107th, I23d and 150th New York Infantry 
regiments.  George Endicott was transferred to Company B of the 150th on January 
4, 1864.  During his period with the 145th it lost 50 men killed in battle or died of 
disease. 
 

Company B of the 150th New York Infantry was the famous “Dutchess 
County Regiment,” originally recruited from friends and neighbors in Dutchess 
County, New York, to serve for 3 years.   Company B came from Poughkeepsie.   
 

The 150th never lost a battle in the Civil War and perhaps its most famous 
one came at Culp’s Hill at Gettysburg, its first time in combat, when it repeatedly 
withstood attacks by the vaunted Stonewall Division of the Army of Northern 
Virginia and even captured 200 prisoners.  But, of course, this was before George 
Endicott was transferred to it. 
 
        After the battle of Gettysburg, the 150th served in a number of other 
campaigns, including Sherman’s March to the Sea, which is the name commonly 
given to the Savannah Campaign.  George Endicott was in the regiment during this 
time.  The campaign began with Sherman's troops leaving the captured city of 
Atlanta, Georgia,  and ended with the capture of the port of Savannah on 
December 21.  It inflicted significant damage, particularly to industry and 
infrastructure and also to civilian property.   It has been said that Sherman defied 
conventional military principles by operating deep within enemy territory and 
without lines of supply or communication.  But in so doing, he destroyed much of 
the South's potential and psychology to wage war. 
  
        The soldiers sang many songs during the March to the Sea, but one written 
afterward came to be most associated with it: “Marching Through Georgia,” by 
Henry Clay Work, written in 1865.   Sherman despised the song, in part because it 
was played at almost every public appearance that he ever attended. 
 
 After the March to the Sea, the 150th also participated in Sherman’s 
Carolina’s campaign, which was similar to the March to the Sea only this time in 
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the Carolinas, not Georgia.  The defeat of Confederate General Joseph E. 
Johnston's army at the Battle of Bentonville on March 19-21 and its surrender on 
April 26, 1865 was the end of the last major Confederate army. 
 
 
145th Regiment, New York Infantry  
Organized at Staten Island, N. Y., and mustered in September 11, 1862. Left State 
for Washington, D. C., and Harper's Ferry, W. Va., September 27, 1862. Attached 
to 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, 12th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to October, 
1862. 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 12th Army Corps, to May, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 
1st Division, 12th Army Corps, May, 1863. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 12th Army 
Corps, Army of the Potomac, to October, 1863, and Army of the Cumberland, to 
December, 1863.   
 
SERVICE.  Duty at Bolivar Heights, Md., till December, 1862. Reconnaissance to 
Rippon, W. Va., November 9. Expedition to Winchester and Skirmishes at 
Charlestown and Berryville December 2-6. March to Fairfax Station, Va., 
December 10-14, and duty there till January 19, 1863. Burnside's 2nd Campaign, 
"Mud March," January 20-24. At Stafford Court House till April 27. 
Chancellorsville Campaign April 27-May 6. Battle of Chancellorsville May 1-5. 
Gettysburg (Pa.) Campaign June 11-July 24. Battle of Gettysburg July 1-3. Pursuit 
of Lee July 5-24. At Raccoon Ford, Va., until September. Movement to Stevenson, 
Ala., September 24-October 4. Duty along Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad until 
December. Regiment disbanded December 9, 1863, and men transferred to 107th, 
123rd and 150th New York Infantry.  Regiment lost during service 1 Officer 
and 14 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 35 Enlisted men by disease. 
Total 50. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
  2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
 
150th Regiment, New York Infantry  
Organized at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and mustered in October 10, 1862. Left State 
for Baltimore, Md., October 11, 1862. Attached to Defenses of Baltimore, Md., 8th 
Army Corps, Middle Department, to January, 1863. 2nd Separate Brigade, 8th 
Army Corps, to February, 1863. 3rd Separate Brigade, 8th Army Corps, to July, 
1863. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, 12th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to July, 
1863. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 12th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to 
October, 1863, and Army of the Cumberland to April, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 1st 
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Division, 20th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland and Georgia, to June, 
1865.  SERVICE.-Duty at Baltimore, Md., till February, 1863, and in the 
Middle Department till July, 1863. Joined Army of the Potomac in the field. 
Gettysburg (Pa.) Campaign July. Battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 1-3. Pursuit of Lee 
July 5-24. Duty on line of the Rappahannock till September, 1863. Movement to 
Stevenson, Ala., September 24-October 3. Guard duty on line of the Nashville & 
Chattanooga Railroad till April, 1864. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1-September 
8. Demonstration on Rocky Faced Ridge May 8-11. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. 
Near Cassville May 19. Advance on Dallas May 22-25. New Hope Church May 
25. Battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 26-June 5. 
Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2 Pine 
Hill June 11-14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Gilgal or Golgotha Church June 15. 
Muddy Creek June 17. Noyes Creek June 19. Kolb's Farm June 22. Assault on 
Kennesaw June 27. Ruff's Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. Chattahoochee 
River July 5-17. Peach Tree Creek July 19-20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. 
Operations at Chattahoochee River Bridge August 26-September 2. Occupation of 
Atlanta September 2-November 15. March to the sea November 15-December 10. 
Montieth Swamp December 9. Siege of Savannah December 10-21. Campaign of 
the Carolinas January to April, 1865. Averysboro, N. C., March 16. Battle of 
Bentonville March 19-21. Occupation of Goldsboro March 24. Advance on 
Raleigh April 9-13. Occupation of Raleigh April 14. Bennett's House April 26. 
Surrender of Johnston and his army. March to Washington, D. C., via Richmond, 
Va., April 29-May 19. Grand Review May 24. Mustered out at Washington, D. C., 
June 8, 1865. Veterans and Recruits transferred to 60th New York 
Infantry.  Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 49 Enlisted men killed 
and mortally wounded and 3 Officers and 78 Enlisted men by disease. Total 132. 
 

Sources: 
 1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
 2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm  

3.http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/infantry/145thInf/145thInfHistSk   
   etch.htm          
4.http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/rosters/Infantry/150th_Infantry_ 
   CW_Roster.pdf 

 5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherman's_March_to_the_Sea 
 6.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherman's_March_to_the_Sea#Song 

7.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carolinas_Campaign#Bentonville_.28March    
  _19.E2.80.9321.29 
8.  “Gettysburg, Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Hill,” Harry W. Pfanz, The University of 
North Carolina Press, 1993.  



 212 

*** 
 
GEORGE F. ENDICOTT 
 The last name is spelled Endecott in some documents and the middle initial 
is T in some documents.  According to the roster of Company D of the 91st Indiana 
Infantry, he was a Sergeant.  Many men in Company D came from Posey County.  
The roster shows that he was from Poseyville, mustered in with the regiment on 
August 19, 1862 and mustered out on June 20, 1865.   There is also a Private 
Patrick Endicott on the roster (see below) for Company D.  The regiment 
participated in General Sherman’s Atlanta campaign.  
 
91st Indiana Infantry 
Col., John Mehringer; Lieut. -Cols., John Mehringer, Charles H. Butterfield; Majs., 
Charles H. Butterfield, James S. Carson. This regiment was organized at 
Evansville, with but seven companies, in Aug., 1862, and was formed into a 
battalion and mustered in Oct. 1. It left the state on Oct. 10, for Henderson, Ky., 
from where in detachments it was sent to Madisonville and Smithland for guard 
duty. The detachments reunited June 15, 1863, and moved in pursuit of Morgan's 
forces, via Russellville, Bowling Green and Burkesville. Three companies, H, I 
and K, were sent on Sept. 11, to complete the regimental organization and Lieut. -
Col. Mehringer was made colonel. It then moved to Nashville, back to Russellville, 
thence to Camp Nelson, and finally to Cumberland gap, where Co. A had a sharp 
fight with a force of 1,200. On May 17 the regiment moved by way of Knoxville 
and Cleveland to Kingston, Ga., where it joined Sherman's army for the Atlanta 
campaign. It was assigned to 1st brigade, 2nd division, 23d corps, was engaged 
near Pine mountain, in the skirmishing about Kennesaw mountain, and was 
actively engaged at New Hope Church. With its corps it effected a lodgment on the 
east bank of the Chattahoochee river July 7 ; was in a heavy skirmish at Decatur, 
fought at Peachtree creek, before Atlanta on the 22nd, and at Utoy creek. On Aug. 
12 it was transferred from the 1st to the 3d brigade, and joined the movement to the 
right, aiding in the destruction of the railroad near Rough and Ready. It went into 
camp at Decatur Sept. 8, and moved on Oct. 4, in pursuit of Hood, proceeding as 
far as Gaylesville and Cedar bluffs, where its corps was detached and ordered to 
join Gen. Thomas. Proceeding to Chattanooga, Nashville, Columbia and 
Centerville and back to Nashville, it took part in the battles at Franklin Nov. 30, 
and at Nashville in December. Marching to Clifton, it took steamer for Cincinnati, 
moved thence by rail for Washington city, and then by steamer to Wilmington, N. 
C, its corps landing near the mouth of the Cape Fear river Feb. 9, and capturing 
Wilmington. Marching to Goldsboro and Raleigh, it was in camp from April 14 to 
May 3, 1865, then moved to Salisbury and remained there until June 26, 1865, 
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when it was mustered out. Cos. H, I and K and recruits were transferred to other 
regiments. The original strength of the 91st was 1,207; gain by recruits, 161; total, 
1,368. Loss by death, 135; desertion. 82; unaccounted for, 155. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.fold3.com/document/294841720/ 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm  
3. http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/rosters/Infantry/145th_Inf

antry_CW_Roster.pdf 
4. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/91

st_Regiment,_Indiana_Infantry 
5. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/91st_in_infantry_s

oldiers.pdf 
*** 

 
GEORGE W.  ENDICOTT 
 Alternate spellings are Edicott and Endicotte.  His name appears as a 
“recruit” on the roster of the 10th Battery of the Indiana Light Artillery and we 
know from the NPS database that he was a Private.  The roster says that he 
mustered in with the 10th Battery on September 13, 1862 and mustered out on July 
10, 1865.  During the time George W. was in the unit it was in a number of 
important battles, including Shiloh, the battle of Stones River (where Alfred Berry 
Endicott was killed – see above) and Chickamauga. 
 
10th Battery, Indiana Light Artillery  
Organized at Indianapolis, Ind., January 25, 1862, and ordered to Louisville, Ky. 
Attached to Artillery, 4th Division, Army of the Ohio, to June, 1862. Reserve 
Artillery Army of the Ohio to July 1862. Artillery, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio, 
to September, 1862. 21st Brigade, 6th Division, 2nd Corps, Army of the Ohio, to 
November, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Left Wing 14th Army Corps Army of 
the Cumberland, to January, 1863. Artillery, 1st Division, 21st Army Corps, Army 
of the Cumberland, to October, 1863. Artillery, 2nd Division, 4th Army Corps, 
Army of the Cumberland, to March, 1864. Garrison Artillery, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
Dept. of the Cumberland. to April, 1864. Unattached Artillery, Dept. of the 
Cumberland, to August, 1864. District of North Alabama, Dept. of the 
Cumberland, to July, 1865. 

SERVICE.-Advance on Nashville, Tenn., February 10-25, 1862. Occupation of 
Nashville February 25-March 17. March to Savannah, Tenn., March 17-April 6. 
Battle of Shiloh April 6-7 (Reserve). Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss., 
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April 29-May 30. Occupation of Corinth May 30. Pursuit to Booneville May 31-
June 12. Buell's Campaign in Northern Alabama and Middle Tennessee June to 
August. March to Louisville, Ky., in pursuit of Bragg August 21-September 26. 
Pursuit of Bragg to Loudon, Ky., October 1-22. Battle of Perryville, Ky., October 
8 (Reserve). March to Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 7, and duty there 
till December 26. Advance on Murfreesboro December 26-30. Battle of Stone's 
River December 30-31, 1862, and January 1-3, 1863. Duty at Murfreesboro till 
June. Reconnaissance to Nolensville and Versailles January 13-15. Expedition to 
McMinnville April 20-30. Middle Tennessee (or Tullahoma) Campaign June 23-
July 7. Occupation of Middle Tennessee till August 16. Chickamauga (Ga.) 
Campaign August 16-September 22. Occupation of Chattanooga, Tenn., 
September 9. Assigned to duty as garrison. Siege of Chattanooga September 24-
November 24. Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23-27. Lookout 
Mountain November 24. Missionary Ridge November 25. Garrison duty at 
Chattanooga till March, 1864. 88 men transferred to 5th and 18th Indiana Batteries 
March, 1864. Balance assigned to duty on Gunboat "Stone River" and at Decatur, 
Ala., till June 19, 1865. Fletcher's Ferry May 18, 1864. Battery brought together 
June, 1865, and duty at Huntsville, Ala., till July 2. Moved to Indianapolis, Ind., 
July 2-6 and mustered out July 10, 1865. 

Battery lost during service 5 enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 22 
enlisted men by disease. Total 27. 

 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
GEORGE W. ENDICOTT 
 Alternate spelling: Endicutt.   George was from Darlington, Indiana, 
mustered into Company B of the 17th Indiana Infantry on June 12, 1861, and was 
promoted to Corporal before being mustered out on August 8, 1865 at Macon, 
Georgia, which means that he served during almost the entire war.   His name 
appears on a roster for Company B, which shows that most of the men in Company 
B came from Boone County.  But Darlington, where George came from, was is in 
Montgomery County, immediately to the west of Boone.  
 
 The 17th Indiana served in western Virginia before being transferred to the 
Western Theater of the war.  It was in many battles, the most famous of which 
were Chickamauga and Atlanta.   
 



 215 

 The regiment was organized at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, in May, 1861, 
and was mustered in on June 12.  It left the state July 1, for Parkersburg West 
Virginia and on July 23 reached Oakland, Maryland. 
 
 It was engaged in constructing fortifications at Camp Pendleton until August 
7, and was then ordered to Cheat Mountain, going into camp at Elk Water.   
 
 On September 13, 1861, shortly after a skirmish, George wrote this letter: 
 
Tiger Valley Virginia  
Sept the 13th /61 
“were awaiting the enemy to attack them, they being camped on a creek and our 
boys of the 15th and the Ohio boys complained that they could not draw them into 
a fight so the 17th was sent out through the mountains to try our luck and about 
dark we arrived in the neighborhood of their pickets and camped for the night 
settling out all through the woods and faring as best we could.  The next morning 
Captain Huffman sent out 12 men to drive in their pickets.  They had been gone 
but a few minutes till we heard heavy firing, the boys all came back in about 2 
hours all sound.  They killed one of the rebels Wednesday when Co. ‘L’. went out 
and killed 5 of them and one Captain but we soon found out that it wasnt healthy to 
stay there any longer as they was getting round us and we had to go double quick 
clear back to where those other Regt’s was entrenched through the mud and in 6 
miles.  We arrived at the brest works about 8 oclock and was called out in a line of 
battle just after dark. 
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Original of the George Endicott letter 
 
 The letter appears to have been written after the first day of the battle of 
Cheat Mountain, which was from September 12-15, 1861 and was a union victory.  
When George writes “Tiger River,” he is obviously referring to the Tygart River in 
east-central West Virginia.  
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 In the battle of Cheat Mountain, Robert E. Lee staged his first offensive of 
the war against Union entrenchments on the summit of Cheat Mountain and in the 
Tygart Valley.  The Confederate attacks were uncoordinated, however, and the 
Union defense was so stubborn that Lee called off the attack and withdrew on 
September 17.  Union casualties were 80 men, Confederate 90.  After another 
operation, which again had to be called off, Lee was recalled to Richmond on 
October 30 after having achieving little in western Virginia. 
 
 From November 1861 through November 1862 the 17th was assigned to the 
15th Brigade of the Army of the Ohio and during this  time, they participated in the 
capture of Nashville, Tennessee.  After arriving for a portion of the last day’s fight 
at the Battle of Shiloh, they participated in the advance and siege, of Corinth, from 
April 29 – May 30, 1862.  
 
 From June - August 1862, the regiment took part in the Army of the Ohio’s 
operation in northern Alabama and central Tennessee,  intended to contain 
Confederate General Braxton Bragg’s Army of the Mississippi.  But they were 
largely unsuccessful since Bragg was able to march through Tennessee and 
into Kentucky. 
 
 In the spring of 1863, the 17th was made part of a brigade of mounted 
infantry initially known as the “hatchet brigade” because instead of sabers, they 
carried hatchets, but subsequently called the “Lighting Brigade.”  Wishing to equip 
his brigade with Spencer repeating rifles and horses, but with the Federal 
government unwilling to pay for them, the Brigade commander, Colonel J.T. 
Wilder, took out a bank loan and paid for them that way.   Thus equipped, the 
Lightening Brigade, which including the 17th Indiana, was able to push Braxton 
Bragg out of middle Tennessee and into northern Georgia. 
 
 The 17th then participated in a successful move that led to the capture of 
Chattanooga and subsequently to the Battle of Chickamauga on September 19-21, 
1863.  At Chickamauga, the 17th several times broke the enemy's lines and repulsed 
a severe charge with a counter-charge, in which the Confederates were driven 
back, leaving many prisoners with the 17th. Also during this battle, the 17th Indiana 
was instrumental in preventing the Confederates from turning the Union flank.  
Altogether, the 17th played an important role in helping the Union win the battle – 
and helping the overall Union commander, General George Thomas, to earn the 
sobriquet “”Rock of Chickamauga.”  
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 In subsequent weeks the 17th Indiana was involved in a number of smaller 
skirmishes and pursing Braxton Bragg further into Georgia.  
 
 On January 4, 1864 the regiment’s three-year term expired.  Veterans re-
enlisted and new recruits filled the ranks.  Those re-enlisting were on furlough 
through April 2, 1864. 
  
 Starting on May 1, 1864, the 17th Indiana would be involved in US Major 
General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign, seeing action in  many more 
battles, which helping Sherman capture Atlanta on September 2, 1864.   
 
17th Regiment, Indiana Infantry  
Organized at Indianapolis, Ind., and mustered in June 12, 1861. Left State for 
Parkersburg, W. Va., July 1. Attached to District of the Kanawha, West Virginia, 
to September, 1861. Cheat Mountain District, W. Va., to November, 1861. 15th 
Brigade, Army of the Ohio, to January, 1862. 15th Brigade, 4th Division, Army of 
the Ohio, January, 1862. 15th Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio, to 
September, 1862. 15th Brigade, 6th Division, 2nd Corps, Army of the Ohio, to 
November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, Left Wing 14th Army Corps, Army of 
the Cumberland, to December, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 5th Division (Center), 14th 
Army Corps, to January, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 5th Division, 14th Army Corps, to 
June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 14th Army Corps, to October, 1863. 
Wilder's Mounted Brigade, Army of the Cumberland, to November, 1863. 2nd 
Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland, November, 1863. 3rd 
Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland, to October, 1864. 1st 
Brigade, 2nd Division, Wilson's Cavalry Corps, Military Division Mississippi, to 
August, 1865. 

SERVICE.-Moved to Oakland, W. Va., July 23, 1861-thence to Camp Pendleton 
and duty there till August 7. Moved to Cheat Mountain Pass and Elkwater August 
7-13. Operations on Cheat Mountain September 11-17. Elkwater September 11. 
Point Mountain Turnpike September 11-12. Cheat Mountain Pass September 12. 
Elkwater September 14. Action at Greenbrier River October 3-4. Moved to 
Louisville, Ky., November 19 and duty there till December 10. At Camp Wickliffe, 
Ky., till February 10, 1862. Advance on Bowling Green, Ky., and Nashville, 
Tenn., February 10-March 12. March to Savannah, Tenn., March 29-April 7. 
Lawrenceburg April 4. Arrive at Pittsburg Landing April 7. Advance on and siege 
of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 6. Buell's 
Campaign in Northern Alabama and Middle Tennessee June to August. Little 
Pond, near McMinnville, Tenn., August 30. March to Louisville, Ky., in pursuit of 
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Bragg September 3-26. (Siege of Munfordsville, Ky., September 16-21. A 
detachment of recruits en route to join Regiment captured September 21.) Moved 
to Bardstown, Ky., October 1 and duty there till October 18. March to Nashville, 
Tenn., via Lebanon, Columbia, Glasgow, Ky., and Gallatin, Tenn., October 18-
November 26. Duty at Nashville till February 1, 1863. Moved to Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., February 1 and duty there till June. Expedition to Auburn, Liberty and 
Alexandria February 3-8. Regiment mounted February 12, and assigned to duty as 
Mounted Infantry. Expedition to Woodbury March 3-8. Action at Woodbury 
March 6. Expedition to Liberty, Carthage and Lebanon April 1-8. Expedition to 
McMinnville April 20-30. Armed with Spencer Carbines May 18. Middle 
Tennessee (or Tullanoma) Campaign June 23-July 7. Big Spring Gap June 24. 
Hoover's Gap June 24-26. Occupation of Manchester June 27. Raid on Bragg's 
communications July 1-August 16. Captured depot of supplies at Dechard. Passage 
on the Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga (Ga.) 
Campaign August 16-September 22. Capture of Chattanooga September 9. 
Ringgold, Ga., September 11. Lee and Gordon's Mills September 12. Loot's Tan 
Yard September 12-13. Alexander's Bridge and Hall's House September 18. 
Vinyard's House September 19. Battle of Chickamauga September 19-21. Widow 
Glen's House September 20. Operations against Wheeler and Roddy September 29-
October 17. Thompson's Cove, near Beersheba October 3. Glass Cocks October 4. 
Murfreesboro Road, near McMinnville, October 4. Farmington October 7. Sim's 
Farm, near Shelbyville, October 7. Shelbyville October 10. Expedition from 
Maysville to Whitesburg and Decatur November 14-17. Chattanooga-Ringgold 
Campaign November 23-27. Raid on East Tennessee & Georgia R. R. November 
24-27. Charleston and Cleveland November 26. March to relief of Knoxville, 
Tenn., November 28-December 8. Duty at Pulaski, Charleston and Nashville, 
Tenn., until May, 1864. Regiment re-enlisted January 4, 1864. Veterans on 
Furlough January 22 to April 2. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1 to September 8. 
Joined Sherman May 10. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. Movements on Dallas May 
18-25. Near Dallas May 24. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles 
about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. Big Shanty 
June 9. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. 
Noonday Creek June 19. Powder Springs June 20-27. Rottenwood Creek July 4. 
Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Covington July 22. Siege of Atlanta July 22-
August 25. Garrard's Raid to South River July 27-31. Flat Rock Bridge July 28. 
Lovejoy Station July 29-30. Newnan's July 30. Operations at Chattahoochee River 
Bridge August 26-September 2. Operations against Hood in North Georgia and 
North Alabama September 29-November 1. Near Lost Mountain October 4-7. New 
Hope Church October 5. Dallas October 7. Rome October 10-11. Narrows October 
11. Coosaville Road, near Rome, October 13. Near Summerville October 18. Little 
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River October 20. Leesburg and Grove Road Crossing, Ala., October 21. Goshen 
October 28. Dismounted November 1 and ordered to Louisville, Ky. Duty there till 
December 28. Moved to Nashville, Tenn., thence to Gravelly Springs, Ala., and 
duty there till March, 1865. Wilson's Raid to Macon, Ga., March 22-April 24. 
Plantersville, Ala., April 1. Selma April 2. Montgomery April 12. Columbia April 
16. Spring Hill, Mimm's Mills, Tobasofkee Creek. Montpelier Springs and Rocky 
Creek Bridge, near Macon, April 20. Capture of Macon April 20. Post duty at 
Macon till August. Mustered out August 8, 1865. 

Regiment lost during service 3 Officers and 90 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 1 Officer and 143 Enlisted men by disease. Total 237. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/17th_in_infantry_sol
 diers.pdf 
 2.  http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
 3.  http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
 4.  The Civil War Gazette. Cited at             
 http://civilwargazette.wordpress.com/2007/09/13/ 
 5.  http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/abpp/battles/wv005.htm 
 6. http://thismightyscourge.com/2009/06/15/17th-indiana-infantry- 
     regiment/ 

*** 
 
GEORGE W. ENDICOTT 
 The NPS database says he was a  Private with the 18th Battery, Indiana Light 
Artillery, but his name does not appear on the roster for the 18th.   
 
 The 18th Independent Battery Indiana Light Artillery, also known as Lilly's 
Hoosier Battery and Lilly's battery, was formed at the end of 1860 by 22-year-old 
Eli Lilly, an Indianapolis pharmacist.  (Yes, this is the founder of today’s Eli Lilly 
Company, the 10 largest pharmaceutical company in the world.)  He had 
recruitment posters placed around the city and recruited primarily among his 
friends and classmates.  
  
 The unit contained six ten-pound Parrott rifled guns, and was manned by 
150 men. The unit mustered in Indianapolis where it was drilled during 1861. Lilly 
was elected captain of the unit in August 1862 when the unit was deployed to join 
the Lightning Brigade commanded by Colonel John T. Wilder. 
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 The unit first saw action in the Battle of Hoover's Gap, and was later in the 
Second Battle of Chattanooga and the Battle of Chickamauga. The unit was 
enlisted for three years, and most members left the unit in the end of 1863.  Several 
members, including Lilly reenlisted when their term expired, but were assigned to 
new units. 
 
 Sources:   

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/18th_Independent_Battery_Indiana_Li

ght_Artillery 
*** 

 
GEORGE W. ENDICOTT (? – July 28, 1862) 
 His name appears on the roster of as a Private in Company B, of the 75th 
Indiana Infantry.  It says that he resided in Tipton, Indiana and mustered in with 
the regiment on July 28, 1862.  But then it says “Died at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 
April 27, 1863.”  Murfreesboro is another name for Stones River, where another 
George W. Endicott served (see above), but in the 10th Battery of the Indiana Light 
Artillery, and where Alfred Berry Endicott (see above) was killed. 
 
75th Regiment, Indiana Infantry  
Organized at Wabash, Ind., and mustered in August 19, 1862. Left State for 
Louisville, Ky., August 21, thence moved to Lebanon, Ky. Attached to 40th 
Brigade, 12th Division, Army of the Ohio, to November, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 5th 
Division, Center 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January, 1863. 
2nd Brigade, 5th Division, 14th Army Corps, to June, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 4th 
Division, 14th Army Corps, to October, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 14th 
Army Corps, to June, 1865.   

SERVICE.-Pursuit of Bragg into Kentucky October 1-20, 1862. Battle of 
Perryville, Ky., October 8. March to Bowling Green, Ky., October 26-November 
3, thence to Scottsville November 10, and to Gallatin, Tenn., November 25. Pursuit 
of Morgan to Glasgow, Ky., December 22, 1862, to January 2, 1863. Moved to 
Cave City January 2, thence to Nashville and Murfreesboro, Tenn. Duty at 
Murfreesboro till June. Expedition to Auburn, Liberty and Alexandria February 3-
5. Expedition to Woodbury March 3-8. Expedition to Lebanon, Carthage and 
Liberty April 1-8. Expedition to McMinnville April 20-30. Middle Tennessee or 
Tullahoma Campaign June 23-July 7. Hoover's Gap June 24-26. Tullahoma June 
29-30. Occupation of Middle Tennessee till August 16. Passage of the Cumberland 
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Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga (Ga.) Campaign August 16-
September 22. Shellmound August 21. Narrows near Shellmound August 28. 
Reconnaissance from Shellmound toward Chattanooga August 30-31. Battle of 
Chickamauga September 19-21. Siege of Chattanooga September 22-November 
23. Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23-27. Mission Ridge November 
23-24. Mission Ridge November 25. Pursuit to Graysville November 26-27. Duty 
at Chattanooga and Ringgold, Ga., till May, 1864. Reconnaissance from Ringgold 
toward Tunnel Hill April 29. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1 to September 8. 
Demonstrations on Rocky Faced Ridge May 8-11. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. 
Advance on Dallas May 18-25. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek and 
battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. 
Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine 
Hill June 11-14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Assault on Kennesaw June 27. Ruff's 
Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Peach 
Tree Creek July 19-20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Utoy Creek August 
5-7. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 25-30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-
September 1. Operations against Hood in North Georgia and North Alabama 
September 29-November 3. March to the sea November 15-December 10. Siege of 
Savannah December 10-21. Campaign of the Carolinas January to April, 1865. 
Fayetteville, N. C., March 11. Averysboro March 16. Battle of Bentonville March 
19-21. Occupation of Goldsboro March 24. Advance on Raleigh April 10-14. 
Occupation of Raleigh April 14. Bennett's House April 26. Surrender of Johnston 
and his army. March to Washington, D. C., via Richmond, Va., April 29-May 19. 
Grand Review May 24. Mustered out at Washington, D. C., June 8, 
1865.  Regiment lost during service 1 Officer and 43 Enlisted men killed and 
mortally wounded and 2 Officers and 186 Enlisted men by disease. Total 232. 

 Sources: 
1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/75th_in_infantry_s

oldiers.pdf 
*** 

 
GEORGE W. ENDICOTT  
 His name appears as a Private on the roster of Company I of the 48th Illinois 
Infantry.  It says he was from Johnsonville, Illinois and enlisted on September 15, 
1861.  It says he also mustered with the regiment on September 15, 1861.  Then it 
says “Disch. August 2, ’62; wounds.”   It’s unclear what battle he received these 
wounds but during the time he was in the 48th, it was in several big battles, among 
them the capture of Fort Henry and the capture of Fort Donelson, and Shiloh.  
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48th Regiment, Illinois Infantry while he was in it 
Organized at Camp Butler, Ill., September, 1861. Moved to Cairo, Ill., November 
11, 1861, and duty there till February, 1862. Attached to District of Cairo to 
February, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, District of Cairo, to March, 1862. 2nd 
Brigade, 1st Division, District of West Tennessee, and Army of the Tennessee to 
July, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, District of Jackson, Tenn., to September, 
1862. 
 
SERVICE.-Grant's Expedition into Kentucky January 16-21, 1862. Operations 
against Fort Henry, Tenn., February 2-6. Capture of Fort Henry February 6. 
Investment and capture of Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 12-16. Duty at Fort 
Donelson till March 4. Moved to Savannah, Tenn., March 4-11, thence to Pittsburg 
Landing, Tenn., March 25. Battle of Shiloh, Tenn., April 6-7. Advance on and 
siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. Moved to Bethel, Tenn., June 4, and 
garrison duty at that post till May, 1863.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
  2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
  3.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Vicksburg#cite_note-4 

*** 
 
GEORGE W.T.M ENDICOTT (1834 - ?) 
 He was born in Henry County, Kentucky and was a carpenter.  He also 
served in the Civil War.   His line in America: 
 

• Governor John 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• Thomas 
• Joseph  
• James 
• George W.T.M  

 
 Sources: 
  1.  Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John  
 Endecott,” 1943, page 69.  
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*** 
 

HENRY C. ENDICOTT  
 Alternate spelling: Endecott.  He came from Okaw, Illinois and was a 
Corporal with Company B, 115th Illinois Infantry.   Many men in Company B 
came from Shelby County.   Henry’s name appears on Company B’s roster and it 
shows that he mustered in with the regiment on August 11, 1862 and mustered out 
on June 11, 1865.  His name also appears on a roster of attendees at a GAR reunion 
in 1881.   The unit fought at Chickamauga where there is a monument to it and was 
in the Atlanta campaign. 
 
115th Illinois Infantry 
Col., Jesse H. Moore; Lieut. -Cols., William Kinsman, George A. Poteet; Mays., 
George A. Poteet, John W. Lapham. This regiment was ordered into the field from 
Camp Butler on Oct. 4, 1862.  It reported to Major General Wright at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, on the 6th and, on the same day, crossed over into Kentucky, where it 
reported to Brigadier General A. J. Smith.  It was transferred to Tennessee, 
marched against Van Dorn during the month of March, 1863, and drove him across 
Duck River. It then returned to camp and remained there until June 1, occasionally 
skirmishing with the enemy.  On June 24 it marched with the Army of the 
Cumberland against the Confederate army under General Braxton Bragg and drove 
it across the Tennessee.  On September 19, it engaged the enemy on the extreme 
left upon the field of Chickamauga, losing 6 men.  On the following day it engaged 
the enemy on General Thomas' right at 1 p. m., and after a most fearful struggle 
held the ground until night, half the entire command being cut down.  It 
participated in all the engagements around Chattanooga and Missionary Ridge, 
losing in the campaign about 245 in killed, wounded and captured.  In February 
1864, it marched with a detachment of the Army of the Cumberland against 
Dalton, Georgia., and spent 10 days feeling the enemy, losing 6 men in the 
expedition.  In the spring it entered on the Atlanta campaign and on May 7 led the 
charge on Tunnel Hill, Georgia., driving the enemy through Buzzard Roost gap.  It 
was in battle at Resaca, stubbornly sustaining a charge upon the left flank, for 
which the regiment was commended in orders.  It lost in that contest about 40 men.  
There were inscribed by orders upon the regimental banner the names of all the 
principal engagements of the Military division of the Mississippi, which resulted in 
the fall of Atlanta, and the regiment lost, during the campaign, about 100 men. 
When Hood started northward and was marching on Chattanooga, Co. D occupied 
a blockhouse at Buzzard Roost gap, and held in check Hood's army for 10 hours, 
refusing to surrender the gap until the blockhouse was nearly demolished and 
rendered untenable.  One third of the company of 41 in the aggregate was killed or 
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wounded and the remainder surrendered.  The regiment took an active part in the 
engagements which resulted in the destruction of Bragg's army. These were its last 
engagements and it went into camp near Nashville, Tennessee, where it remained 
until mustered out on June 11, 1865. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://www.archive.org/stream/reportofadjutant06illi1#page/227/mode/1up 
4. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyil/115th_il_infantry.html 

*** 
 
HENRY CLAY ENDICOTT (1844 - ?) 
 Henry is one of two African-American Endicotts who fought on the Union 
side in the Civil War.  The other one was Joseph Endecott (see below).  
  
 Henry served in Company I of the illustrious Massachusetts 54th Volunteer 
Infantry, a regiment made famous in recent years by the 1989 Hollywood movie, 
“Glory,” starring Denzel Washington,  Matthew Broderick, and Morgan Freeman.  
Unfortunately, however, a certain amount of mystery remains as to exactly how 
Henry acquired the Endicott name, to what extent he actually fought with the 54th,  
and what happened to him after the war. 
  
 We know from several records that Henry was born in Princeton, Indiana but 
later resided in Plymouth, Massachusetts where he was a waiter before enlisting in 
the Union Army at age 19.  
 
 At first blush, why would any black want to be associated with the name  
Henry Clay?  After all, he sponsored the Compromise of 1850, one of the most 
notorious provisions of which was the fugitive slave law which required non- slave 
holding states to return runaway slaves to masters in slave-holding states. 
 
 Furthermore, Henry Clay owned up to 60 slaves himself, and as the 
president of the American Colonization Society, thought the social integration of 
emancipated blacks was virtually impossible, and favored returning slaves to 
Africa as the most realistic solution. 
 
 So, why would any black want to be associated with all of that? 
 
 The answers is that Henry Clay's views on slavery were actually seen as 
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quite progressive for his time, although appearing in hindsight to be contradictory 
and hypocritical. He always condemned slavery as a great evil, a curse on both the 
slave and the master, and a stain on the reputation of the country. He even tried to 
outlaw slavery in his home state of Kentucky.    He was also known for his kind 
treatment of his slaves and emancipated most of them before he died in 1852. 
 
 Henry’s military personnel records describe him as 6 feet tall and say that he 
enlisted for 3 years on October 10, 1863 at Fort Meigs, in Readviille, 
Massachusetts, the training camp for the 54th.  We also know that he was 
discharged on May 30, 1865 at St. Andrew Parish, Charleston, South Carolina.  
The reason for discharge is given as “mental incapacity.” Upon discharge, he was 
given the customary Massachusetts state bounty of $50.   
 
 The 54th was exclusively African American in the enlisted ranks, but had 
white officers. 
 
 Thanks to the research of Donna Eberling of Wisconsin, a member of the 
Endecott-Endicott Family Association, we can make an educated guess as to who 
Henry’s father was.  Donna found in the 1830 and 1840 U.S. Censuses for Gibson 
County, Indiana, the existence of a Westly (or Westley) Endicut family.  And since 
Princeton, Indiana, where Henry was born,  is in Gibson County, it seems very 
likely that Henry was connected with these Endicuts.  Another document, supplied 
by Carole Jones, shows that in the home of Westly Endicut there were two boys, 
both “freed colored persons” under the age of 19.   
 
 There’s a small problem, however: Westly Endicut does not show up on any 
censuses after 1840.  This could possibly be explained by Westly being the father 
of Henry in Princeton in 1844, but then dying or moving away before the 1850 
census was taken.   
 
 But how did Westly acquire the Endicott surname?  First of all, we know 
that Gibson County in the southwestern-most corner of Indiana borders on Posey 
County and that there were -- and still are -- a lot  of white Endicotts in Posey 
County. 
 
 This brings us to Stanley Madison, a farmer and the Chairman of the Lyles 
Station Historic  School and Museum in Gibson County, and an expert on African-
American settlement in southern Indiana.   
 
 Lyles Station is only 4 ½ miles away from Princeton where Henry was born.  
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What makes Lyles Station significant is that it was a haven of free blacks who 
were able to buy land and build their own farms before the Civil War.  A number 
of freed slaves headed for the territory that would become Indiana in the early 19th 
century. It was the frontier but the young United States had declared that slavery 
would be prohibited in the states carved out of this “northwest territory,” now 
known as the Midwest. 
 
 Lyles Station, named after the Lyles family, is one of the last of dozens of 
free black settlements where some of the same land is still being farmed by 
descendants of the first settlers.  
 
 Stanley concludes that the black Endicuts probably had a connection with 
one of the white Endicotts in Posey County.  There are two main possibilities.   
The one Stanley thinks is most likely is that Westley was an indentured servant to 
one of these Endicotts.   
 
 Since slavery had been outlawed in Indiana in 1816, observers rule out the 
possibility that either Westly or Henry were slaves to an Endicott.  The only other 
possibility is that Westly was the biological son of an Endicott but we don’t have 
any evidence for that.  
 
 The Endicott clan in Posey County consisted of several influential families 
all living close to each other.  According to Wilma L. Moore, Senior Archivist, 
African American History, Indiana Historical Society, they owned a lot of land and 
were prominent enough to often be asked to formally sign as witnesses to business 
deals and things of that sort in Posey County.  
 
 Another factor to consider is that that where Henry was born was a 
prominent location on the Underground Railroad that helped runaway slaves 
escape from the South.  Runaway slaves and former slaves were passing through 
there often and some of them settled there and it’s entirely possible that Henry’s 
ancestors came there this way.  Unfortunately, another group was also passing 
through there frequently: bounty hunters who abducted free blacks and sold them 
back into slavery.  
 
 Finally, there is intriguing possible Massachusetts Endicott connection to 
Henry Clary Endicott and that is not one, but two Massachusetts William 
Endicotts.  Both were involved in the abolitionist cause and it’s possible – but 
certainly not proven – that one or both may have had something to do with Henry 
Clary Endicott joining the Massachusetts 54th. 
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 The first of these William Endicotts was from Danvers, Massachusetts and 
lived from 1809 – 1881.  According to several sources, he was active in the 
antislavery movement and wrote often for abolition papers. (Later he went to sea, 
was shipwrecked of the Fiji Islands and wrote a small book about it called 
“Wrecked among Cannibals in the Fijis.”) 
 
 The other William Endicott was from Beverly, Massachusetts and lived from 
1826-1914.  This William was even on a committee to raise funds to support the 
Massachusetts 54th at its winter quarters in Massachusetts.  
 
 Both this William and his father, William Endicott, Sr. (1799-1899), were 
well-to-do merchants from Beverly, Massachusetts.   William, Jr. never went to 
college but later received honorary MA degrees from  Williams College and 
Harvard.  In addition, he was a partner in the Boston dry goods firm of C.F. Hovey 
and Company.  (Charles Fox Hovey was a noted abolitionist.)  And finally, 
William Jr. was for twenty-seven years president of the New England Trust 
Company, as well as an officer in various western railroads.  In other words, he 
was a very influential member of Massachusetts society. 
 
 William Jr. was also a member of the Free Soil Party, later largely absorbed 
by the Republican Party and as an alternate delegate he attended the 1856 
Republican presidential convention that nominated John C. Fremont for President 
of the United States.  This was the first national convention of the Republican 
Party, and William was a Republican for many years thereafter.  The Republican 
Party, of course, was key to Union prosecution of the Civil War.  Could it be that 
Henry C. was somehow connected to this William Endicott, Jr?  
 
 Something else that could support this theory is the fact that the Boston 
Public Library has several letters between William Lloyd Garrison (December 12, 
1805 – May 24, 1879), the famous abolitionist, and William Endicott, Jr,.  The 
library has a letter from Garrison to a friend stating that William Endicott, Jr. even 
looked after all of Garrison’s personal finances.  Finally, in 1868, William was a 
member of a committee that raised $30,000 (about $420,000 today) to support 
Garrison for the rest of his life.   
 
 In other words, not only did William Endicott, Jr. correspond with William 
Lloyd Garrison, they knew each other extremely well.  In short, William was one 
of William Lloyd Garrison’s most substantial supporters in Boston.  To have 
someone named Endicott actually fighting in the Massachusetts 54th, the brainchild 
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of abolitionists and financed by abolitionists, would have been a great source of 
pride for these men.   
 
  Stanley Madison feels that it is likely that William Endicott, Jr. not only 
knew the Endicott in Posey County with whom Westley and Henry may have had a 
connection but probably corresponded with him:  “It was common then for people 
back East to send letters with money to people in Indiana.”   
  
 Could it be that through this connection, William even encouraged Henry to 
enlist in the Union army?  Or could it be that the other William Endicott, who 
actually wrote in favor of the abolitionist cause, encouraged him?   
  
 We know that even though the Massachusetts 54th was a Massachusetts 
regiment, most of the men recruited  for it did not come from Massachusetts.   In 
fact, the regimental commander, Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, said so at the 
ceremony just prior to the 54th’s departure for combat “…the greater number of 
men in this regiment are not Massachusetts men…” 
 
 While it was possible to fill the first couple of companies of the 54th with 
Massachusetts blacks, the supply quickly ran out.  At that point, Massachusetts 
abolitionist Governor John A. Andrew appointed his abolitionist friend George 
Luther Stearns, who had been closely associated with John Brown’s activities, to 
establish many recruiting stations in the Midwest, including in Indiana.   Stearns’s 
assistant was John Mercer Langston, an African-American who had helped 
organize the Underground Railroad in the very area where Henry Clay Endicott 
was born and who thus presumably knew the African-American community there 
very well.  (After the war Langston was elected to Congress and became the first 
dean of the Howard University law school.) 
 
 In view of this, it seems likely that Henry C. was recruited for the 
Massachusetts 54th in this campaign and that is the reason why he moved to 
Massachusetts.  But it doesn’t explain how he came to reside in Plymouth, as 
opposed to being taken straight to Readville, the training camp for the 54th that was 
just outside of Boston, where we know he enlisted. 
 
 Again, we turn to Stanley Madison for a possible explanation.  First of all, 
Stanley says, once someone was recruited for the 54th from the Gibson County 
region, it was normal that he would undergo preliminary military training at the 
Gibson County fairgrounds.  The County had an agreement with the Federal 
Government during the Civil War that the county could use the fairgrounds for 
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fairs for two weeks out of the year, but the rest of the time it was to be used as a 
military training facility. 
 
 Then, when his training was complete, Henry would have been sent to 
Massachusetts to formally enlist and join the regiment.  “He would have walked 
from Gibson County to Indianapolis,” Stanley says, “and taken a train from there 
to Massachusetts.”  
 
 But he probably paid his own way, or at least he didn’t get the money from 
the Federal government or the recruiters.  The government didn’t pay for anything 
until the soldier was actually in uniform, Stanley says.   Could it be that William 
Endicott, Jr. paid Henry’s way?  It’s possible, although we have no evidence one 
way or the other. 
 
 But we know that Henry was a waiter in Plymouth, Massachusetts before he 
enlisted.  How did that happen? 
 
 Again, Stanley Madison: when Henry got to Massachusetts, the government 
probably didn’t have enough uniforms or rifles to outfit all the men who had been 
recruited at that time, so Henry had to get a temporary job as a waiter in order to 
have some income until he could be enlisted at Readville and then taken care of by 
the U.S. Army.  This, Stanley says, was common. 
 
 The 54th Massachusetts was one of the first African-American regiments 
recruited during the Civil War.  (The very first was the 1st South Carolina 
Volunteers, recruited from runaway South Carolina slaves.)  Furthermore, the 54th 
is one of the most famous regiments of the Civil War, immortalized by the bronze 
bas-relief on the Boston Common of black marching soldiers, sculpted by 
Augustus Saint-Gaudens in 1884-1898.  It was further immortalized in the 1989 
Academy Award winning film “Glory.”   
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Saint-Gaudens Memorial to the 54th Massachusetts.  It marks the spot from which 

the 54th marched off to war 
  
 The immediate reason for the immortality of the 54th was its attack on Fort 
Wagner, South Carolina, also called Battery Wagner.  Fort Wagner was on Morris 
Island and it covered the southern approach to Charleston harbor.  It was the site of 
two American Civil War battles in the campaign known as Operations Against the 
Defenses of Charleston in 1863.   
 
 The First Battle of Fort Wagner occurred on July 11, 1863.  Only 12 
Confederate soldiers were killed, as opposed to the Union's 1,330 losses. 
 
 The Second Battle of Fort Wagner, a week later, is better known and the one 
depicted in the film “Glory.”  This was the Union attack on July 18, 1863, led by 
the 54th, which in turn was led by their white officer, Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, 
who led them on foot while they charged.  Gould was killed in the failed assault 
and the 54th lost two thirds of its officers and half its men.   
 
 Although a tactical defeat for the Union, the battle of Fort Wagner forever 
dispelled doubts about the ability black troops to fight, and it spurred additional 
recruitment in the North that gave the Union Army an even bigger numerical 
advantage in troops over the South, which ultimately led to the South’s defeat.  
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Since Henry C. Endicott joined the 54th only a few months after Fort Wagner, it’s 
quite possible that he was inspired by the Fort Wagner story. 
 
 By the end of the Civil War, according to the U.S. National Archives, 
roughly 179,000 black men, 10% of the Union Army, (blacks were less than 1 
percent of the northern population then), served in the U.S. Army and another 
18,000 served in the Navy.  Nearly 37,000 black soldiers died during the war—
about 30,000 from infection or disease. 
 
 (Ironically, even the South attempted to use African-American units in the 
war.  An order was issued March 23, 1865, creating a few African-American 
companies and they were actually raised, but the war ended before they could be 
used in battle.) 
 
 The story of the 54th has several other interesting aspects.  First of all, it was 
authorized in March, 1863, following the Emancipation Proclamation, which was 
issued January 1, 1863.  The soldiers were recruited by white abolitionists.   So 
many men applied that standards for getting into the regiment were high and many 
were turned away.  Most were free men; only a small proportion had been slaves.  
 
 Many men signed up despite the fact that Confederate President Jefferson 
Davis issued a proclamation on December 23, 1862 effectively putting both 
African-American enlisted men in the Union army and their white officers under a 
death sentence should they be captured. 
 
 This wasn’t the only obstacle the 54th faced; there was also a pay 
controversy.  Black troops were supposed to receive $15 a month, just as all other 
Union troops did, but they actually got only $7.   In response, the soldiers of the 
54th all boycotted the pay table and refused to accept their wages until they were 
paid the right amount.   Finally, 18 months later, on September 28, 1864, Congress 
voted them their back pay at the full rate.   
 
 The story of the 54th at Fort Wagner came just after the draft riots in New 
York, and actually helped calm things down.   These riots occurred on July 13-16, 
1863, and were largest civil insurrection in United States history apart from the 
Civil War itself.  Many of the rioters, being Irish laborers, did not want to compete 
with emancipated slaves for jobs and did not want to fight for them in the war, 
especially if the blacks themselves were not fighting in it.   But the heroics of the 
54th helped dispel that myth.  
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 We now come to the question of how much fighting did Henry actually do 
with the 54th?  The reason for the question is that Henry was discharged from 
service for being insane and there are conflicting sources as to how much this 
insanity caused him to miss service with the 54th. 
 
 The nature of the problem can be illustrated by making a chronological 
listing of the muster rolls pertaining to Henry found on-line by Donna Eberling and 
the battles fought by the 54th during the time Henry was with them, as well as one 
representative of several requests that Henry be sent to a hospital for the insane in 
Washington, D.C., also found on-line by Donna Eberling. 
 
MUSTER ROLLS, BATTLES AND A REQUEST PERTAINING TO HENRY 
CLAY ENDICOTT  (Battles preceded by *) 
 
Date    Muster Roll Status 
 
Nov/Dec 1863   Present 
 
Jan/Feb 1864   Present 
 
* 7 Feb 1864 at Jacksonville, FL. 
* 8 Feb 1864 at Jacksonville, FL. 
* 20 Feb 1864 at Olustee, FL. 
 
 
Mar/Apr 1864   Present 
 
April 4 1864    Letter requesting Henry’s removal from the   
    54th 
 
 
       Camp 54th Regt Mass Vols 
 Jacksonville Fla. April 4th 1864 
 
     Private Henry Endicott of Co. I  54th  Regt. Mass. Vols has been 
unfit for duty for the past month by reason of insanity.  Has been 
subject to like spells since childhood, and it is my opinion that he is 
a subject for the Insane Asylum.  At times he seems a little 
rational, but for the most part is raving, and uncontrollable.    His 
raving however does not take the “dangerous” form. 
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 I would most respectfully request that he be sent to the Asylum in 
Washington D.C. with proper attendants. 
 
    Very Respectfully 
     G. M. Pease 
    Asst Surg in charge 54th  Mass Vols 
 
May/June 1864   Present 
 
July/Aug 1864   Present April 19th Sick in quarters 
       [Why this note about April is   
      out of chronological order is    
     not explained  -- ed] 
 
Sept/Oct 1864  Present 
 
Nov/Dec 1864  Absent  Sick at Morris Island 
 
Jan/Feb 1865  Absent  Sick at Morris Island 
 
Mar/Apr 1865  Present 
 
* 7 Apr 1865 at Eppes's Bridge, SC. 
* 10 Apr 1865 at Sumter, SC. 
* 16 Apr 1865 at Near Camden, SC. 
* 18 Apr 1865 at Near Camden, SC. 
* 18 Apr 1865 at Boykin's Mill, SC. 
* 30 Apr 1865 at Georgetown, SC. 
 
May/June 1865     2.55 stoppage because of loss   
      of equip. through carelessness.     
      
Discharged May  
30 due to 
 “mental  
incapacity.” 
 
 From the forgoing it would appear that while a request was made to transfer 
Henry to a mental hospital, it was not granted and not only did Henry remain with 
the 54th but he was present during times when 9 battles were fought, including 2 
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big ones, the battles of Olustee and Boykin’s Mill.   There is no mention in the 
muster rolls of Henry ever being in a mental hospital.  
 
 Olustee and Boykin’s Mill were part of a Union expedition into South 
Carolina and Florida to secure Union enclaves, sever Rebel supply routes, and 
recruit black soldiers. 
 
 Olustee was fought on February 20, 1864.  Although it was a Southern 
victory, the 54th arrived on the battlefield just as the Union army was about to 
break.  The 54th held their ground and stopped what would have been a complete 
rout, allowing the Union army to make an orderly retreat.  Union casualties were 
1,860 and Confederate 946.  When charging into battle to save the Union army, the 
men of the 54th shouted "Massachusetts and Seven Dollars a Month!” thus 
recalling the pay controversy. 
 
 Could it be that Henry was in this battle but started having severe mental 
issues as a result?  The muster rolls seem to indicate that. 
 
 Boykin’s Mill was on April 18, 1865 – another time that the muster rolls 
indicate Henry being present.  This time the 54th was on the winning side, vastly 
outnumbering the Confederate force, which although strongly entrenched, was 
overrun and forced to flee from the field. 
 
 The note above referring to a slightly later date indicates that Henry lost 
equipment through carelessness also seems to indicate he was present with the unit 
at that time and not in a hospital.  Did he throw his rifle away?  Who knows. 
 
 Not much is known about Henry after the Civil War.  We know that he was 
discharged on May 30, 1865 about a month and a half after Appomattox, for 
“mental incapacity.”   
 
 There was a note on his discharge papers, however, that suggests he may just 
have gone back home to Princeton:  
 
 “The soldier desires to be addressed at Town Princeton County Gibson State 
Indiana” 
 
 But he does not show up on any census there, nor does the Westley Endicut 
family.  So, who and where did he go back home to? 
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 Henry’s battle with mental illness raises an interesting question: was he 
insane before the war, or did the war drive him insane?  On the one hand, Donna 
Eberling found thesse documents attesting to Henry’s mental and physical  
capacity as part of this enlistment records: 
 
I CERTIFY ON HONOR, That I have carefully examined the above named 
Volunteer, agreeably to the General Regulations of the Army, and that in my 
opinion he is free from all bodily defects and mental infirmity, which would, in 
any way, disqualify him from performing the duties of a soldier.  
 
     R. H. Fuller 
     Examining Surgeon 
 
I CERTIFY ON HONOR, That I have minutely inspected the Volunteer, Henry 
Clay Endicot previously to his enlistment, and that he was entirely sober when 
enlisted; that, to the best of my judgment and belief, he is of lawful age; and that in 
accepting him as duly qualified to perform the duties of an able-bodied soldier, I 
have strictly observed the Regulations which govern the recruiting service.  This 
soldier has brown eyes, black hair, brown complexion, is 5 feet 11 inches high. 
 
     Erik Murphy 1st Lt. 
     54 Regiment of Mass. Volunteers 
     Recruiting Officer 
 
 In other words, at time of enlistment, Henry was deemed to be sane, a 
conclusion supported by the fact that the 54th had so many men apply that they 
turned a lot away. 
 
 But then we have this letter attached to Henry’s discharge form, which 
seems very different: 
 
 I certify that I have carefully examined the said Henry C. Endicott of 
Captain Willard Howard’s Company, and find him incapable of performing the 
duties of a soldier because of mental incapacity.  My inquiries satisfy me that he 
was of weak intellect at the time of enlistment.   Unfit for Vet. Reserve Corps or 
for pension 
 
    Charles E. Briggs Surgeon 
    54th Mass Vols. 
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Discharged this thirtieth day of May 1865 St. Andrews Parish South Carolina 
 
    H. Timothy Harper 
    Lieut Colonel 
    Commanding the Reg’t. 
 
 So, should Henry never have been allowed to enlist because he was 
“mentally weak,” or was he driven over the edge by service in the war? 
 
 Furthermore it raises an issue not usually discussed in the context of the 
Civil War: soldiers driven insane by combat, perhaps the modern Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (which was to claim at least one other Endicott in a later war, 
Nicholas Endicott who fought in both Iraq and Afghanistan.)   
 
 As in all wars, the number of soldiers driven insane by combat in the Civil 
was far greater than people realize today; thousands were released from the Union 
Army for this reason.  
 
 Up until 1863, the usual procedure was to simply escort the soldier in 
question to the main gate of a military camp and turn him loose.  Others were put 
on trains with no supervision, the name of their hometown or state pinned to their 
tunics.  Still other were left to wander about the countryside until they died from 
exposure or starvation.   
 
 By 1863, the number of insane or shocked soldiers wandering around the 
country was so great that there was a public outcry.   In that year the military 
finally forbade the discharge of insane soldiers.   Instead, they were supposed to be 
sent to the newly established military home for the insane, St. Elizabeth’s hospital 
in Washington, DC.  
 
 This could have been the Washington, D.C. hospital doctors wanted to send 
Henry to.   A 2012 inquiry there, however, resulted in the answer that because he 
was black Henry would have been sent to the Freeman’s Hospital, also in 
Washington, instead.  But it is known for certain that at least one black soldier was 
sent to St. Elizabeth’s, Thomas Ampey, from Indiana, also from the Massachusetts 
54th.  (Two of Thomas’s brothers, Isom and George W. , were also in the 
Massachusetts 54th.  George was killed at Fort Wagner, but Isom survived the war.) 
 
 Despite the official policy of sending insane soldiers to St. Elizabeth’s, 
however, most of them never got there.   Many were either committed to local 
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asylums or released to relatives.   There was at least one asylum in Charleston 
where Henry was discharged that cared for insane whites and blacks, the Roper 
Hospital, but it is not known whether Henry went there or not. 
 
 The last question one might well ask about Henry was “what do his pension 
records say?”  The problem is that a search at the National Archives and Records 
Administration in Washington, D.C. turned up no pension record for Henry.  There 
are some for other Henry Endicotts  but they are not our Henry. 
 
 There’s a simple explanation for this: as we have seen above, it was 
recommended that Henry not receive a pension.  First of all,  prior to 1890, you 
had to have a service-connected disability in order to get a pension (either for 
yourself or your dependents) and “mental incapacity” was not recognized as a 
service-connected disability.   It had to be a physical wound.   
 
 And secondly, most black soldiers never got pensions, even after 1890, 
when Congress liberalized the law to give pensions to anyone who had served in 
the war, regardless of whether he had a service-connected disability or not.  White 
soldiers got the pensions, but most black soldiers did not.   At its height, so many 
pensions were given out – a little less than one-third of all elderly persons in the 
U.S. had them – that critics accused the system of fraud and corruption and those 
pensioners most often labeled as frauds were young widows who had married 
much older veterans, supposed “cowards,” -- and  black veterans. 
 
 The detailed Unit History of the 54th Regiment, Massachusetts Infantry is as 
follows: 
  
 Organized at Readville, Massachusetts and mustered on May 13, 1863. Left 
Boston on Steamer "De Molay" for Hilton Head, S. C., May 28, arriving there June 
3. Attached to U. S. Forces, St. Helena Island, S. C., 10th Army Corps, Dept. of the 
South, to July, 1863. 3rd Brigade 1st Division, Morris Island, S. C., 10th Army 
Corps, July, 1863. 3rd Brigade, Morris Island, S. C., to August, 1863. 4th Brigade, 
Morris Island, S. C., to November, 1863. 3rd Brigade, Morris Island, S. C., to 
January, 1864. Montgomery's Brigade, District of Hilton Head, S. C., to February, 
1864. Montgomery's Brigade, District of Florida, February, 1864. 3rd Brigade, 
Ames' Division, District of Florida, to April, 1864. Folly and Morris Islands, S. C., 
Northern District, Dept. South, to October, 1864. 1st Separate Brigade, Dept. 
South, to November, 1864. 2nd Brigade, Coast Division, Dept. South, to February, 
1865. 1st Separate Brigade, Northern District, Dept. South, to March, 1865. 1st 
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Separate Brigade, District of Charleston, S. C., Dept. South, to June, 1865. 3rd 
Sub-District, District of, Charleston, Dept. South Carolina, to August, 1865.    
 
 SERVICE.--At Thompson's Plantation near Beaufort, S. C., June 4-8, 1863. 
Moved to St. Simon's Island June 8-9. Expedition up Altamaha River June 10-11. 
At St. Simon's Island June 12-24. At St. Helena Island June 25-July 8. To Stono 
Inlet July 8. Expedition against James Island July 9-16. Affair Legaresville July 13. 
Secessionville July 16. Moved to Morris Island July 16-18. Assault on Fort 
Wagner July 18. Siege operations against Forts Wagner and Gregg, Morris Island, 
July 18-September 7, and against Fort Sumpter and Charleston September 7, 1863, 
to January 28, 1864. Capture of Forts Wagner and Gregg September 7, 1863. 
Moved to Hilton Head, S. C., January 28, 1864. Expedition to Jacksonville, Fla., 
February 5-7. Capture of Jacksonville February 6. Expedition to Lake City, Fla., 
February 7-22. Battle of Olustee February 20. Duty at Jacksonville till April 17. 
Moved to Morris Island April 17-18. Duty on Morris and Folly Islands, S. C., till 
November, 1864. Expedition to James Island June 30-July 10. Actions on James 
Island July 2, 9 and 10. Six Companies in charge of rebel prisoners under fire of 
Charleston Batteries September 7 to October 20. Eight Companies moved to Hilton 
Head, November 27. (Cos. "B" and "F" at Morris Island till February, 1865.) 
Expedition to Boyd's Neck, S. C., November 29-30. Boyd's Landing November 29. 
Battle of Honey Hill November 30. Demonstration on Charleston Camp; Savannah 
Railroad December 6-9. Moved to Graham's Neck December 20. Connect with 
Sherman's Army at Pocotaligo, S. C., January 15, 1865. March to Charleston 
January 15-February 23, skirmishing all the way. (Cos. "B" and "F" occupy 
Charleston February 18.) Regiment on duty at Charleston February 27 to March 
12. At Savannah, Ga., March 13-27. At Georgetown, S. C., March 31-April 5. 
Potter's Expedition to Camden April 5-25. Seven Mile Bridge April 6. Destruction 
of Eppes' Bridge, Black River, April 7. Dingle's Mills April 9. Destruction of 
Rolling Stock at Wateree Junction April 11. Singleton's Plantation April 12. 
Statesburg April 15. Occupation of Camden April 17. Boykin's Mills April 18. At 
Georgetown April 25. Duty at Georgetown, Charleston, and various points in 
South Carolina April 25 to August 17. Mustered out at Mount Pleasant, S. C., 
August 20, 1865. Discharged at Boston, Mass., September 1, 1865.   Regiment 
lost during service 5 Officers and 104 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded 
and 1 Officer and 160 Enlisted men by disease. Total 270. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Endicut,_Westley,_1830_Census,_Gibson_Co.,_Indiana.jpg as found by 
Donna Eberling. 
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7. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/54th_Massachusetts_Volunteer_Infantry 
8. Louis F. Emilio, “A Brave Black Regiment.” 
9. Inspection of card catalogue in Rare Books Department of Boston Public 

Library, April 11, 2011. 
10. Ancestry.com 
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Gabriel, 1987, pages 107-109. 
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*** 

 
HENRY C. ENDICOTT (? – November 3, 1863) 
 He served with Company C of the 60th Indiana Infantry.  His name appears 
on the roster of Company B, which shows that he mustered in on March 7, 1862 
and was killed at Grand Coteau Plains on November 3, 1863.   Another source says 
that he was promoted to Sergeant, but this is not indicated on the roster.  Prior to 
his death, his unit fought in a number of battles, including Vicksburg. 
 
 The roster also lists 3 other Endicotts in Company C, all Privates: John A. 
Endicott; Orville Endicott; and Samuel H. Endicott.  Of the 4 Endicotts in the 
regiment, one was killed (Henry C.) and two were discharged with disabilities 
(John A. and Orville).  Only Samuel W. emerged unscathed.  
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 The Battle of Grand Coteau Plains, also known as the Battle of Bayou 
Bourbeau, was a Confederate victory in southwestern Louisiana.  The Union lost 
26 dead, the Confederates 42.  
 
 Pension records found by Carole Jones show that on September 21, 1862, a 
request for pension because of Henry’s service was filed with the money to go to 
his mother.  But we do not have record of whether it was granted or not.  
 
60th Regiment, Indiana Infantry  
Organized at Evansville and Indianapolis, Ind., February 19 to March 21, 1862. 
Duty at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., guarding prisoners February 22 to June 
20, 1862. Left State for Louisville, Ky., June 20; thence moved to Munfordsville, 
Ky., and duty there till September. Attached to Garrison of Munfordsville, Ky., 
Dept. of the Ohio, to September, 1862. Reorganizing Indianapolis, Ind., to 
November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 10th Division, Right Wing 13th Army Corps (Old), 
Dept. of the Tennessee, to December, 1862. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, Sherman's 
Yazoo Expedition, to January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 10th Division, 13th Army Corps, 
Army of the Tennessee, to August, 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 13th Army 
Corps, Dept. of the Gulf, to June, 1864. District of LaFourche, Dept. of the Gulf, to 
December, 1864. District of Southern Alabama, Dept. of the Gulf, to February, 
1865. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Reserve Corps, Military Division West 
Mississippi, February, 1865. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 13th Army Corps (New), 
Military Division West Mississippi, February, 1865.   

SERVICE.-Siege of Munfordsville, Ky., September 14-17, 1862. Seven 
Companies captured September 17, paroled and ordered to Indianapolis, Ind. Three 
Companies which escaped capture being detached guarding Railroad Bridge over 
Rolling Fork, near Lebanon; also ordered to Indianapolis. Regiment reorganizing 
at Indianapolis to November. Ordered to Memphis, Tenn., and duty there till 
December 20. Sherman's Yazoo Expedition December 20, 1862, to January 3, 
1863. Expedition from Milliken's Bend, La., to Dallas Station and Delhi December 
25-26. Chickasaw Bayou December 26-28. Chickasaw Bluff December 29. 
Expedition to Arkansas Post, Ark., January 3-10, 1863. Assault and capture of 
Fort Hindman, Arkansas Post, January 10-11. Moved to Young's Point, La., 
January 17. Expedition to Greenville, Miss., and Cypress Bend, Ark., February 14-
29. Duty at Young's Point and Milliken's Bend till April. Movement on Bruinsburg 
and turning Grand Gulf April 25-30. Battle of Port Gibson May 1. Battle of 
Champion's Hill May 16. Siege of Vicksburg, Miss., May 18-July 4. Assaults on 
Vicksburg May 19 and 22. Advance on Jackson, Miss., July 4-10. Siege of Jackson 
July 10-17. Moved to New Orleans, La., August 24. Expedition to New and Amite 
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Rivers September 24-29. Western Louisiana "Teche" Campaign October 3-
November 30. Action at Grand Coteau November 3. Moved to Algiers December 
13, thence to Texas December 18. Duty at Du Crow's Point and Pass Cavallo till 
March, 1864. Moved to Algiers, La., thence to Alexandria, La. Red River 
Campaign April 26-May 20. Retreat to Morganza May 13-20. Duty at Thibodeaux 
till November, and at Algiers till February 24, 1865. Veterans and Recruits 
transferred to 26th Indiana Infantry February 24. Regiment mustered out March 11, 
1865.  Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 43 Enlisted men killed and 
mortally wounded and 3 Officers and 165 Enlisted men by disease. Total 213. 

 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
  2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
  3.http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/60th_in_infantry_ 
  soldiers.pdf 

*** 
 

HENRY FRANKLIN ENDICOTT (March, 1837- 1906) 
 His name appears as a Private on the roster for Company K, 102nd Illinois 
Infantry, having resided in Eliza township, Mercer County, Illinois, enlisted in 
Company K on August 12, 1862, mustered in with the regiment on September 2, 
1862 and mustered out of it on June 6, 1865.  
 
 His line in America is as follows: 

• Governor John 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• Thomas 
• Moses 
• William 
• Henry Franklin 

 
 This is the same lineage as for John Batson Endicott (see above) who was a 
Confederate soldier from Kentucky; they must have been brothers. 
 
 Henry married Mary Hampton on August 26, 1860 in Rock Island County, 
Illinois.  She was the daughter of Henry & Parmelia Hampton of Rock Island 
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County.  Henry Hampton was born in Kentucky but moved to Rock Island Country 
about 1837.   
 
 On the day Henry Franklin Endicott enlisted in Company K, August 12, 
1862, Mary Hampton Endicott's brother, James Hampton, also enlisted, so they 
probably enlisted together.   Unfortunately, James Hampton killed on January 1, 
1863 at Gallatin, Tennessee.   
 
 Frank Endicott participated in the battle of Kennesaw Mountain, as 
documented in a letter he wrote to the local newspaper in 1864.  He is not found in 
Mercer County in the Census of  1870 and possibly had gone on to Iowa.  
 
102nd Regiment, Illinois Infantry  
Organized at Knoxville, Ill., and mustered in September 1, 1862. Moved to Peoria, 
Ill., September 22, thence to Louisville, Ky., October 1. Attached to Ward's 
Brigade, Dumont's 12th Division, Army of the Ohio, to November, 1862. Ward's 
Brigade, Post of Gallatin, Tenn., Dept. of the Cumberland, to June, 1863. 2nd 
Brigade, 3rd Division, Reserve Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to August, 1863. 
Ward's Brigade, Post of Nashville, Tenn., Dept. of the Cumberland, to January, 
1864. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 11th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to 
April, I864. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 20th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, 
and Army of Georgia, to June, 1865.   
 
SERVICE.-March in pursuit of Bragg through Kentucky October 1-16, 1862. 
March to Gallatin, Tenn., via Frankfort, Bowling Green and Scottsville October 
16-November 26. Duty at Gallatin till June 6, 1863. Action at Woodbury April 27, 
1863. Moved to Lavergne, Tenn., and on railroad guard duty at Lavergne and 
Stewart's Creek till February, 1864. (5 Companies mounted August, 1863.) Moved 
to Wauhatchie Valley, Tenn., February 25, 1864. Scout from Lookout Valley to 
Deer Head Cove, Ga., March 29-31. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1-September 8. 
Movement on Dalton May 5-8. Demonstration on Rocky Faced Ridge May 8-11. 
Battle of Resaca May 14-15. Near Cassville May 19. Advance on Dallas May 22-
25. New Hope Church May 25. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek and 
battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 26-June 5. Big 
Shanty June 1. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 
10-July 2. Pine Hill June 11-14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Gilgal or Golgotha 
Church June 15. Muddy Creek June 17. Noyes Creek June 19. Kolb's Farm June 
22. Assault on Kennesaw June 27. Ruff's Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. 
Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Peach Tree Creek July 19-20. Siege of Atlanta 
July 22-August 25. Operations at Chattahoochee River Bridge August 26-
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September 2. Occupation of Atlanta September 2-November 15. March to the sea 
November 15-December 10. Occupation of Milledgeville November 22. Ogeechee 
River November 29. Siege of Savannah December 10-21. Campaign of the 
Carolinas January to April, 1865. Occupation of Hardeeville January 3, 1865. 
Occupation of Lawtonville, S.C., February 2. Rockingham, N. C., March 7. 
Fayetteville, N.C., March 11. Averysboro, Taylor's Hole Creek, March 16. Battle 
of Bentonville March 19-21. Moccasin Creek March 24. Occupation of Goldsboro 
March 24. Advance on Raleigh April 10-14. Occupation of Raleigh April 14. 
Bennett's House April 26. Surrender of Johnston and his army. March to 
Washington, D. C., via Richmond, Va., April 30-May 19. Grand Review May 24. 
Mustered out June 6 and discharged at Chicago, Ill., June 14, 1865.   
 
Regiment lost during service 51 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 68 
Enlisted men by disease. Total 119 
 
  Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
   2.  http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mygerman 
   families/EndicottMitchell.html 

4. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
5. http://www.archive.org/stream/reportofadjutant05illi1#page/609/mode/1up 
6. “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor” Mabel 

McFatridge McCloskey, 1942, page 66 
*** 

 
INGERSOLL BOWDITCH ENDICOTT (May 17, 1835 – May 14, 1909) 
         He was the son of Charles Moses Endicott (1793-1863) and Sarah Rolland 
Blythe Endicott and he was educated in the private schools of Salem, 
Massachusetts.  His father was a ship captain whose ship “Friendship” was 
captured by pirates off Sumatra, but he later was able to wrest it back again.  Still 
later Charles became a banker in Salem and wrote several genealogical and 
historical works.  He also wrote a correspondence – including to Ingersoll -- that is 
now in the Peabody Essex Museum.   
 
 Before the war Ingersoll was a grocer, he was married to Caroline Dennett 
on November 12, 1856 in Maine, and he had a son born in 1857 and a daughter in 
1859, in Maine.  They had a daughter born in 1866, but she died in 1868.  Ingersoll 
is buried in the old Endicott Cemetery in Danvers, Massachusetts.  
 
 Henry Ingersoll Bowditch (1808-1892), for whom Ingersoll was named, was 
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a noted abolitionist living in Boston.  He was also a noted physician and had a son 
killed in the Civil War.  
 

Ingersoll and the Endecott Pear Tree 
 

Governor John Endecott planted pear trees on his property in what is today 
Danvers, Massachusetts and according to the U.S. Forest Service, the sole 
surviving tree is now the oldest cultivated fruit tree in all of North America, still 
bearing fruit to this day.  In 1858, Ingersoll’s father, Charles Moses Endicott, who 
was one of the last Endicotts to own land belonging to Governor John Endecott, 
sent Ingersoll this letter about it: 
 
       Salem, Oct. 1, 1858 
Dear Ingersoll, 
     I send you today a small box of pears from your ancestral Tree in Danvers 
imported in 1630 from England. The crop this year is less than ½ bushel, which is 
divided between your uncle William & myself. Thus for nearly 230 years this old 
tree has watched over the spot where it now stands. 
     Generations have come & passed away since it was planted, towns & cities 
have sprung up around it, & the feeble colony of Massachusetts Bay has become 
an opulent & powerful people. Two hundred & thirty years! . . . Yet this old tree 
has survived the storms & rigors of so many winters, & is now cherished by 
another race of people as a memorial of days long gone. The vigor of its youth has 
now passed away & it may not survive the storms of many winters more. But the 
memory of him who planted it, who trained its young branches, and watched over 
its perennial blossoms, is still green in the hearts of a grateful posterity; and until 
the boon of liberty, the religious freedom for which our fathers toiled shall cease to 
exist, and Massachusetts be no more, all honor will be rendered by her sons to the 
memory of our ancestor, John Endicott. What an enviable reputation my son! Let 
us strive to keep alive the flame lit up so long ago! . . . . 
 

Your father  
C. M. Endicott 

 
Ingersoll’s record in the Civil War 

 
 The NPS database shows Ingersoll B. Endicott serving in 4 different 
Massachusetts regiments during the war but doesn’t say when he served in them: 
 

• 3rd Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.  Private, Company L. 
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• 12th Regiment, Massachusetts Infantry.  Private, Company E.  
• 39th Regiment, Massachusetts Infantry.  Private, Company I. 
• 32nd Regiment Massachusetts Infantry.  Private, Company K. 

  
 Several sources, including Volume I of the 9-volume “Massachusetts 
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines of the Civil War” show that Ingersoll first enlisted as 
a Private in the Union army on April 16, 1861, just 3 days after the battle of Fort 
Sumter that started the Civil War.  His residence is listed as Boston and his 
occupation is grocer.  He mustered in with the 3rd on April 23 and mustered out on 
July 22, 1861.  He was thus one of the Massachusetts “Minutemen of ’61,” one of 
the first men to answer President Lincoln’s initial call for 75,000 volunteers for 
only 3 months.   
 

He enlisted in Company L of the 3rd Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.  This 
was a 3-month enlistment for Company L (as well as companies A, B, C, G, and 
H), which is why Ingersoll’s term expired on July 22, 1861.  (For 4 other 
companies, though, companies D, E, I, and M, all of whom enlisted in May, it was 
for a 3-year term.)  A detailed account of this 3-month tour can be found at: 
http://www.lisashea.com/genealogy/mathird/ma3_hist_3mo.html, but the following is a 
shorter version: 
 
 3rd Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.  Left Boston on Steamer 
"S. R. Spaulding" for Fortress Monroe, Virginia, April 17, 1861. Arrived April 20, 
and ordered on board United States Sloop of War "Pawnee" April 20.  Moved to 
Norfolk April 20, and destruction of navy yard April 20.  Expedition to Hampton 
May 13.  Fatigue and garrison duty at Fortress Monroe till July 1, and at Hampton 
till July 16.  Ordered home July 16, and mustered out July 22, 1861.  Expiration of 
term. Lost to combat: 1.  Lost to disease: 17.  
 

Drafted 
  

Ingersoll then shows up exactly 2 years later, on  July 22, 1863.   According 
to page 31 of Volume II of “Massachusetts Soldiers, Sailors and Marines of the 
Civil War,”  on this date Ingersoll, now a 28-year old clerk who had been drafted, 
mustered into the 12th Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.  
 
 While it might seem odd that he would be drafted since he had already 
served in the war, it is the case that such service did not exempt a man from the 
draft.  Indeed, if you read the draft law of 1863, you’ll see that it did not list prior 
military service as a reason for exemption.  The law also stated that a draftee had to 
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serve until the end of the war or 3 years, whichever came first.  There were other 
ways of getting out of the draft such as the well-known one of paying for a 
substitute.  But obviously, for some reason, Ingersoll did not do this.  
 
 The 12th Massachusetts Infantry was known as the “Webster Regiment,” 
because it was originally recruited in 1861 by Fletcher Webster, the son of U.S. 
Senator Daniel Webster. (Fletcher Webster was later killed at Second Bull Run.) 
 
 From July 22, 1863 – July 24, 1864, while Ingersoll was in it, the record of 
the Massachusetts 12th Regiment was as follows: 
 
 12th Regiment, Massachusetts Infantry.  From November, 1862, 2nd 
Brigade, 2nd Division, 1st Army Corps, to March, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, 5th Army Corps, to May, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 5th Army 
Corps, to July, 1864. 
 
 SERVICE.  Picket duty on the Rapidan till October. Bristoe Campaign 
October 9-22. Advance to line of the Rappahannock November 7-8. Mine Run 
Campaign November 26-December 2. Demonstration on the Rapidan February 6-
7, 1864. Campaign from the Rapidan to the James May-June, 1864. Battles of the 
Wilderness May 5-7; Laurel Hill May 8; Spotsylvania May 8-12; Spotsylvania 
Court House May 12-21. Assault on the Salient May 12. North Anna River May 
23-26. Jericho Ford May 23. Line of the Pamunkey May 26-28. Totopotomoy 
May 28-31. Cold Harbor June 1-12. Bethesda Church June 1-3. White Oak 
Swamp June 13. Before Petersburg June 16-18. Ordered home for muster out 
June 25. Mustered out July 8, 1864. 
 
 The regiment lost during service 18 Officers and 175 Enlisted men killed 
and mortally wounded and 83 Enlisted men by disease. Total 276. (This is by far 
the highest number of killed as a result of combat of any regiment Endicotts served 
in during the Civil War.  The next highest was the Massachusetts 54th that Henry 
Clay Endicott served in; it had 105 killed as a result of combat.)  
 
 Since Ingersoll had been drafted for 3 years or until the end of the war, when 
the 12th mustered out, he still had time to serve.  Therefore we next encounter him 
on June 25, 1864 when the Massachusetts Adjutant General’s Report on the Civil 
War states that he was “Transferred to 39th Massachusetts June 25, 1864 – 
prisoner.”   
 

POW 
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Although “prisoner” is not further explained in the documents, it is known to 

mean men who were captured and POWs in enemy hands at the time the regiment 
was mustered out of service but who still had time remaining on their enlistments 
were assigned to other regiments.  In other worlds, it’s very possible that Ingersoll 
was transferred  to the 39th in absentia!   

 
We also know from other sources that on that very same day, “On June 25, 

1864 the 39th received 241 recruits by transfer from the 12th Mass. Regt… the 
term of this regiment having expired.” So, it’s probable that Ingersoll was part of 
this group.    
  

Deserter? 
 
 The next reference to Ingersoll sounds bad.  On July 20, 1864, according to 
page 31 of Volume II of “Massachusetts Soldiers, Sailors and Marines of the Civil 
War,” Ingersoll is listed as a deserter.  So, on the surface it sounds as though 
sometime prior to June 25, when the 12th Massachusetts was ordered home, 
Ingersoll deserted from the 12th but his name didn’t appear on the deserted list until 
July 20 – after the 12th had been disbanded. 
 
 In all probability, though, this was just a mistake, erroneously concluding 
that the fact Ingersoll was not present was because he was a deserter when it fact it 
was because he was a POW.   It is known that there were many cases in the Civil 
War in which a man was missing in combat or hospitalized or transferred to 
another unit and since his original unit was never notified, he was listed as a 
deserter when in fact he wasn’t.  This is because it was not until World War I that 
muster rolls included the category Missing in Action, so the Civil War MIA 
became a deserter until evidence proved otherwise.   This phenomenon goes far 
to explain why the number of deserters in the Civil War was so high. 
 
 So, if Ingersoll was really a POW and not a deserter, when and where was he 
captured and how long did he stay in captivity?  Short answer: we don’t know.  But 
between July 18-22, 1864, the Fifth Corps (to which the 12th Massachusetts was 
assigned), was engaged in the siege operations south of Petersburg and there were 
several pitched skirmishes along the Jerusalem Plank Road.  It’s possible that 
Ingersoll may have gone missing during this time and his place in the ranks was 
empty at roll call and no one could state where he was. 
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 Furthermore, it’s not known for sure whether Ingersoll was actually ever 
physically present with the Massachusetts 39th.  Nevertheless, for the record,  from 
June 25, 1864 to the end of the war, here is the history of the Massachusetts 39th: 
 
 39th Regiment, Massachusetts Infantry.  From June 1864 1st Brigade, 3rd 
Division, 5th Army Corps, to September, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 5th 
Army Corps, to June, 1865. 
 
 SERVICE.  Siege of Petersburg June 16, 1864, to April 2, 1865. Mine 
Explosion, Petersburg July 30, 1864 (Reserve). Weldon Railroad August 18-21. 
Reconnaissance toward Dinwiddie C. H. September 15. Warren's Raid on Weldon 
Railroad December 7-12. Dabney's Mills February 5-7, 1865. Appomattox 
Campaign March 28-April 9. Davis Farm near Gravelly Run March 29. White Oak 
Road March 31. Five Forks April 1. Fall of Petersburg April 2. Pursuit of Lee 
April 3-9. Appomattox C. H. April 9. Surrender of Lee and his army. At Black and 
White Station till May 1. Moved to Manchester, thence march to Washington, D. 
C., May 1-15. Grand Review May 23. Mustered out June 1, 1865. 
 
 The regiment lost during service 5 Officers and 91 Enlisted men killed and 
mortally wounded and 183 Enlisted men by disease. Total 279.  (This is the third 
highest number of deaths due to combat of any regiment Endicotts served in during 
the Civil War.  Only Henry Clay Endicott’s 54th Massachusetts with 105 deaths 
due to combat and Ingersoll’s 12th Massachusetts with 193 exceeded it.)  
 

Transferred again 
 
 When the 39th was mustered out of service, Ingersoll still had time left on his 
3 years service, and while the war was effectively over, it wasn’t yet officially 
over.  So, Ingersoll was transferred yet again, this time to the 32nd Massachusetts 
Infantry, which mustered out on June 29, 1865.  So,  brief as it was, service with 
Company K, 32nd Massachusetts Infantry is on his service record.  And we know 
from other sources that during the latter months of the war, remnants of several 
regiments, including the Massachusetts 9th, 12th, 13th, 18th, 22nd, and 39th 
Infantries, were consolidated with the 32nd.   
 
 However it isn’t clear whether Ingersoll was ever physically present with the 
32nd or whether he was being carried as a “phantom” on the 32nd’s records just as 
he may have been on the 39th’s!  Only a search of his service record and/or pension 
rolls in the National Archives might clear this up. 
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After the Civil War 
 
 The 1870 Boston street directory shows Ingersoll as a “clerk,” but none of 
the ones back to 1855 show him at all.  This is consistent with the fact stated in the 
beginning of this piece that Ingersoll had two children in 1857 and 1859 while 
living in Maine.  But we know that his third child died on September 2, 1868 in 
Boston, so he must have been in Boston at least by then.   Interestingly, from 1855 
up to 1870, there are only about 6 Endicotts listed at all in Boston.  But starting in 
1870 it doubles, to 12.  It is said in one source that Ingersoll lived “a retired life,” 
which may account for the fact it has not been easy to find out much about him.  
He died in 1909 and was buried the old Endicott Cemetery in Danvers, 
Massachusetts. 
   
 Sources: 
 1. “What a Pear”, by Richard B. Trask, article on the Danvers            
Archival Center website November 28, 2013. 
 2.  http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm. 
 3.  Massachusetts Soldiers, Sailors and Marines of the Civil War,          
Volumes I and II.  
 4.  Massachusetts Adjutant General’s Report on the Civil War.  
 5.   http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
 6.  http://www.chicagocwrt.org/Meetings/LHewitt012011.html 

*** 
 
ISAAC ENDICOTT 
 He served with 2 different New York regiments.  He enlisted on February 
26, 1863 in New York City.  He was mustered in as a Private in Co B 13th New 
York Cavalry on May 25, 1863 to serve 3 years.  He was appointed Sergeant on 
October 31 1864, then reduced in rank but the date of this and the reason are 
unknown.  He then transferred to Co M of the 3rd Provisional New York Cavalry 
on August 17, 1865 and was mustered out with them on September 21, 1865 at 
Camp Barry, Washington, DC.  
 
 During the battle of Gettysburg, the 13th Regiment was in Washington, DC 
“doing patrol duty in the rear of the Army of the Potomac,” so it did not see action 
at Gettysburg.   However, since Isaac appears to have stayed with the 13th through 
the end of the war, he probably was in the many other actions it was in, such as 
quelling the New York draft riots, and a number of battles that are listed below. 
 
13th Regiment, New York Cavalry  
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Regiment organized at Staten Island, N Y., by consolidation of several incomplete 
Cavalry organizations June 20, 1863. 6 Companies ("A," "B," "C," "D," "E" and 
"F") left State for Washington, D. C., June 23, 1863. Companies "G" and "H" 
August 14, 1863, and "I," "K," "L" and "M" in winter of 1863-1864. Attached to 
Cavalry Brigade, 22nd Army Corps, Dept. of Washington, June to December, 
1863. Tyler's Division, 22nd Army Corps, to January, 1864. 3rd Brigade, Tyler's 
Division, 22nd Army Corps, to May, 1864. Cavalry Brigade, 22nd Army Corps, to 
November, 1864. 1st Separate Brigade, 22nd Army Corps, to June, 1865. 

SERVICE.-Patrol duty in rear of Army of the Potomac, during Gettysburg (Pa.) 
Campaign, June-July, 1863. New York Riots July 15, 1863 (Cos. "G," "H"). Duty 
in and covering the Defenses of Washington, D. C., till June, 1865. Action at 
Fairfax, Va., August 24, 1863. Operating against Moseby till October, 1863. Near 
Bristoe Station October 14. Chantilly October 16. Near Lewinsville December 9. 
Near Vienna December 16. Fairfax Court House December 22. Scout from Vienna 
to Leesburg December 25-27. Scout from Vienna to Hopewell Gap December 28-
31. Front Royal February 20, 1864. Scout from Vienna to Farmwell February 25-
26. Scout from Vienna toward Upperville April 28-May 1. Carter's Farm May 1. 
Near Aldie June 11 and July 9. Mt. Zion Church, near Aldie, July 6. Scout from 
Falls Church July 18-21 (Detachment). Fairfax Station August 8. Blue Ridge 
Mountains August 10. Annandale September 3. Culpeper September 4. Near 
Centreville September 13. Fairfax Station September 17. Culpeper September 22. 
Salem and White Plains October 5-7. Moseby's Camp October 14. Union Mills 
October 16. Piedmont October 19. Near Fall's Church October 22. Rectorstown 
December 21. Lewinsville January 1, 1865. Near Broad Run February 3. Near 
Leesburg February 6. Near Peach Grove March 12 (Detachment). Near Dranesville 
March 18 (Detachment). Consolidated with 16th New York Cavalry June 23, 1865, 
to form 3rd Regiment Provisional Cavalry. 

Regiment lost during service 31 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 1 
Officer and 97 Enlisted men by disease. Total 129. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/rosters/cavalry/3rdProvCavCW_Rost

er.pdf 
3. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
ISAAC ENDICOTT (1842 - ?) 
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 His name appears on the roster for Company M of the 1st New York 
Cavalry.  It says he enlisted on July 28, 1861 at age 19 and mustered in with the 
regiment on September 5, 1861 to serve for 3 years.   It says he was discharged as 
a Private for disability on August 27, 1862 at the Fairfax Seminary Hospital in 
Virginia.  It notes that his name is sometimes listed as Edicott.  
  
 During the time Isaac was in the 1st New York Cavalry, it participated in the 
battle of Malvern Hill on July 1, 1862.  Malvern Hill is in Henrico County, 
Virginia and the battle there was a Union victory.  It was on the last day of the 
Seven Days Battles of Major General George McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign.  
General Robert E. Lee launched a series of assaults on a nearly impregnable Union 
position and suffered 5,650 casualties to the McClellan’s 2,100.  Despite his 
victory, however, McClellan withdrew to entrench at Harrison's Landing on the 
James River, where his army was protected by gunboats, thus ending the Peninsula 
Campaign. 
 
 The history of the 1st New York when Isaac was in it is as follows: 
 
1st Regiment, New York Cavalry  
"Carbine Rangers," "1st U. S. Vol. Cavalry," "Sabre Regiment." Organized at New 
York City July 16-August 31, 1861. Left State for Washington, D. C., by 
Detachments, July 31-September 7, 1861. Attached to Defenses of Washington and 
Alexandria to October 4, 1861. Franklin's and Heintzelman's Divisions, Army of 
the Potomac, to March 24, 1862. Cavalry, 1st Division, 1st Army Corps, Army of 
the Potomac, to April, 1862. 1st Division, Dept. of the Rappahannock, to May, 
1862. Cavalry, 6th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to July 8, 1862. 1st Cavalry 
Brigade, Army of the Potomac, to September, 1862.  

SERVICE.-Duty in the Defenses of Washington, D. C., till March, 1862. Scout to 
Accotink August 18, 1861. Skirmish at Pohick Church August 18 (Co. "C"). 
Reconnaissance to Pohick Church and Accotink River November 12 (Cos. "B," 
"C" and "G"). Occoquan November 12 (Co. "G"). Fairfax Court House November 
27. Annandale Church December 2. Sangster's Station March 9, 1862. Burke 
Station March 10. Moved to the Virginia Peninsula. (Co. "E" detached as escort to 
wagon trains on the Peninsula) Siege of Yorktown April 5-May 4. West Point 
May 7. Mechanicsville May 22. Hanover C. H. May 27. Fair Oaks May 31-June 1. 
Hanover C. H. June 13. Oak Grove June 25. Seven days before Richmond June 25-
July 1. Mechanicsville June 26. Gaines Mill and Garnett's Farm June 27. Garnett's 
and Golding's Farms June 28. Savage Station and Willis Church June 29. White 
Oak Swamp June 30. Glendale June 30. Malvern Cliff June 30. Malvern Hill 
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July 1. Cold Harbor July 1. Crew's Farm, Carter's Hill, July 2. Gum Run Swamp 
July 3. Long Bridge Road July 9. Harrison's Landing July 31. Stevensburg, 
Raccoon Ford and Brandy Station August 20, 1862.  

 Sources: 
1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/rosters/cavalry/1stCavCW_Roster.pdf 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Malvern_Hill 

*** 
 

ISAAC C. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private with Co. E,  26th Regiment  of the Enrolled Missouri 
Militia (E.M.M.).   He enrolled and organized on October 19, 1864 at Bolivar, 
Missouri and was ordered into active service on the same day by General Holland.  
He was relieved from duty November 19, 1864 by A.O. Mitchell. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details.asp?id=S109177&conflict
=Civil%20War&txtName=isa&selConflict=All&txtUnit=&rbBranch=&offset=900 

*** 
 

ISAAC N. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private in the 184th Ohio Infantry.  The 184th was organized at 
Camp Chase, Ohio, and mustered in February 21, 1865.  It had garrison duty at 
Edgefield, Tennessee from July 25 to September 20, 1865. The regiment was  
mustered out on September 20, 1865 and discharged at Camp Chase, Ohio on 
September 27, 1865.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/184th_Regiment,_Ohio_Infan

try 
*** 

 
ISAAC N. ENDICOTT (1846 - ?)  
 He was a Private with Company H of the 186th Ohio Infantry, enlisting on 
February 14, 1865 at the age of 19  The 186th was organized at Camp Chase in 
February, 1865.  It was ordered to Columbus, Ohio, on September 19, and 
mustered out September 25, 1865.  
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 Sources: 
 1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
 2. Ancestry.com 
 3.http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/186th_Regiment,_Ohio_Infan    
             try 
 4. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 

*** 
 
JACOB ENDICOTT (1845 - ?)  
 He was a Private  with Co D, 51st Missouri Infantry.  He enlisted at age 19 
on March 23, 1864 at St, Joseph, Missouri.  He mustered in on March 24, 1864 at 
St. Joseph and mustered out on August 31, 1865 at Benton Barracks, Missouri.  
  
 Sources:  
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
JACOB ENDICOTT 
 He resided in Decatur County, Iowa and enlisted on: June 2, 1864.  He was a 
Private in Company C of the 48th Iowa Infantry (100 days, 1864). 
 
 The 48th was among scores of regiments that were raised in the summer of 
1864 as Hundred Days Men, an effort to augment existing manpower for an all-out 
push to end the war within 100 days.  It was organized as Companies A, B, and C 
at Davenport, Iowa, and mustered in for 100 days federal service on July 13, 1864 
as part of a plan to raise short-term regiments for service as rear area garrison duty 
to release veteran troops for Sherman's Atlanta Campaign.  As there were not 
enough recruits to complete an entire regiment in the time allotted, the unit was 
redesignated a battalion. The battalion spent its entire service guarding prisoners of 
war at the Rock Island Barracks, Illinois. The battalion was mustered out on 
October 21, 1864. 
 
 358 men served in the 48th Iowa Battalion at one time or another.  Four 
enlisted men died of disease. 
  
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
3. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/48th_Battalion_Iowa_Volunteer_Infan

try 
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*** 
 
JACOB ENDICOTT 
 He was a Sergeant with the Harrison County Regiment, Missouri Home 
Guard.  Organized September 3, 1861. Duty in Harrison, Gentry, Andrew and 
Buchanan Counties. Mustered out September 23, 1861. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 

JACOB JAMES ENDICOTT (July 30, 1826 – April 14, 1914) 
 The name is James Jacob Endicott in some documents. 
 
 He enlisted on February 21, 1862 at Gallatin, Daviess County, Missouri, in 
Company G of the 1st regiment of the Missouri State Militia Cavalry (Bullenger).  
He mustered in on March 16, 1862 at Gallatin and mustered out on March 16, 
1865.   He entered as a Corporal, but for some reason left it as a Private.  (This 
happened to a number of the men in the unit.)   
 
 A little background in the Missouri State Militia.  Prior to the Civil War, 
Missouri had militia companies called the Missouri Volunteer Militia (MVM) that 
could be called up by the governor for emergencies or annual drill.  The problem 
was that very early in the Civil War, Missouri’s Governor, Claiborne Jackson, was 
a Confederate sympathizer and he used the MVM as a secessionist tool.  To 
combat this, at first, a Missouri Home Guard was organized with the support of the 
Federal Government.   But this was replaced by a new, full-time Missouri State 
Militia financed by the Federal Government.  The State Militia would cooperate 
with Federal commanders but would not be subject to service outside the state 
except when necessary to directly defend it.   
 
 The Missouri State Militia was primarily a mounted force because cavalry 
were necessary to pursue the fast moving mounted Confederate guerrillas, 
recruiters, and raiders.  By April 1862 , it had ballooned to fourteen cavalry 
regiments, three cavalry battalions, two light artillery batteries, an infantry 
regiment and several independent companies of various types.  On February 13, 
1862, however, the United States Congress limited the size of the force to 10,000 
in an effort to control expenses and eventually the militia would be reorganized 
into nine regiments of cavalry and one of infantry. 
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 The militia cavalry proved to be an effective offensive force in confronting 
Confederate guerrillas, recruiters, and raiders within the state during the summer of 
1862 and by the fall of the recruiters had been driven from the state.  Although 
guerrilla attacks would continue south of the Missouri River, the militia cavalry 
established Federal control of Missouri throughout the remainder of the war. 
 
 A hallmark of the militia cavalry was that it had its own light artillery that 
proved especially effective against guerillas who had no artillery of their own.  
 
 Militia cavalry units participated in most of the significant engagements in 
the state of Missouri from 1862 to 1864. They were eligible for re-enlistment and, 
unusually for militia, were eligible for Federal pensions.  The Missouri State 
Militia participated in the Battle of Westport, one of the largest battles west of the 
Mississippi, and the Battle of Mine Creek, the largest cavalry battle west of the 
Mississippi river, involving approximately 10,000 troops. 
 In 1864, a large number of soldiers in the Missouri State Militia were 
recruited to U.S. cavalry regiments, with bonuses given for their enlistment. Not 
surprisingly, this greatly reduced the number of soldiers in the ranks of the militia 
cavalry.  
 
 Here is a description of J.J. Endicott’s life from The Centennial History of 
Oregon: 
 
J.J. Endicott has now retired from agricultural life and is living in Myrtle Point 
Oregon, where he occupies a prominent and well deserved position among his 
fellow citizens.  He has justly earned the respect he enjoys by identifying himself 
with progressive movements along agricultural lines in Coos County.  He is a 
native of Kentucky in which state his birth occurred July 30, 1826.  His parents, 
James H. and Jane Endicott were all natives of that state where they maintained 
their residence until 1828.  In that year they moved to Indiana where the father 
followed farming and with much success until his death at the age of 87 years.  Mr. 
Endicott’s mother is also deceased, having passed her ninetieth year before her 
death.  James H. and Jane Endicott were the parents of ten children, five of whom 
are still living:  William, who resides in Indiana and is now in the eighty-eighth 
year of his age; J.J. the subject of this review; Nancy J. Smith, who resides in 
Indiana; Sarah, the wife of David Smith, who is a resident of the same state; and 
Aaron, who is operating his father’s old Indiana homestead.  The deceased are: 
Moses, who passed away in the eighty-ninth year of his age; Maria, who died when 
she was ninety years old; Abraham, who passed away at the age of thirty years; 
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Samuel, who served with great distinction in the Mexican war and who died when 
he was returning home; and one child who passed away in infancy.  
 
 J.J. Endicott was educated in the public schools of Indiana and pursued his 
studies until 1847.  In that year he began the active life which was to be such a 
constructive and developing force in the progress of the state of Oregon.  He 
married and took up farming in Indiana, where he resided for almost ten years.  He 
then followed agricultural pursuits in Illinois for two years and at the end of that 
time he moved to Missouri where he bought a farm and engaged in its operation.  
With the exception of his military service in the Federal army during the Civil War 
Mr. Endicott maintained a continuous residence in the state of Missouri and was 
actively engaged in agriculture for thirty-five years and gained during that time a 
thorough knowledge of the details of farming which was a valuable asset to him all 
during his life.   In 1861, he enlisted in Company G, First Missouri Volunteer 
Cavalry, and served for three years and six months in the Federal army.  He was in 
the thick of the conflict and had three horses killed under him but was himself 
fortunate enough to escape being wounded.  He was injured, however, by a fall 
from his horse.  The animal became frightened by the din of battle and grew 
uncontrollable.  Mr. Endicott was seriously disabled by this accident but did not 
allow it to interrupt his military service.  He received his honorable discharge at the 
end of the war and returned immediately to Missouri where he resumed his 
occupation of farming.  
 
He was one of the representative and prosperous agriculturists of this state for 
thirty-five years and when he left his farm in Missouri at the time of Cleveland's 
second election.   
 
In 1896, Mr. Endicott determined to sell out his holdings in Missouri and try his 
agricultural fortune in the newly developing state of Oregon.  He settled in Myrtle 
Point, Coos County, in that year but soon afterward bought land on the Middle fork 
of the Coquille river.  
 
In 1907, his first wife having died, he remarried (he had 11 children with his 
second wife, making 25 children altogether).  He retired in 1908 and moved to the 
town of Myrtle point.  He was a “firm Democrat.” 
 
His lineage in America is as follows:  
 

• Governor John 
• Zerubbabel 
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• Joseph 
• Joeseph 
• Thomas 
• Moses 
• James 
• Jacob James 

 
 Sources:  

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~firstmsmcavalry/

missouricavalry/e-g.htm 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri_State_Militia_(Union)  
4. The Centennial History of Oregon, 1811-1912, Vol, 3 by Joseph 

Gaston, The S.J. Clarke Publishing Company,  Chicago, page 
1038. 

5. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John 
Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 64. 

*** 
 
JAMES ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted on June, 9, 1863.  State served: Kentucky.  Side served: Union. 
This could be the same man as below.  
 
 Sources:  
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 

JAMES J. ENDICOTT 
 Alternate spelling: James G. Endicutt.  He was a Private in Company H of  
the 40th Regiment of the Kentucky Infantry.   The regiment was organized at 
Grayson and Falmouth, Kentucky on July 30, 1863 and mustered out on December 
30, 1864.    
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
JAMES M. ENDICOTT 
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 His name is on the roster of Company F of the 7th Wisconsin as a Private.  It 
says that he resided in Potosi, Wisconsin and served from January 2, 1864 to July 
17, 1865.  In the notes next to his name it says: “Wnd Wilderness; M.O. July ’65,”  
which presumably means that he was wounded in the battle of the Wilderness in 
May of 1864 but wasn’t mustered out of service until July of 1865.  
 
 The following are the major battles the regiment was in during the time 
James was in it: 
 
 * Battle of the Wilderness, May 5-7, 1864 
 * Spotsylvania May 8-21, 1864 
 * Cold Harbor May 31 – June 12, 1864 
 * Petersburg June – October, 1864 
 * Appomattox Court House April 9, 1865 
 
 Whether James’s wounds from the Battle of the Wilderness precluded him 
from taking part in any of these other battles is unknown.  Likewise, whether he 
missed any of them because of being sick or AWOL, or temporarily transferred 
somewhere else is unknown. 
 

In Lance Herdegen’s book “Four Years with the Iron Brigade: The Civil 
War Journal of William Ray,” there is a footnote (number 234) that mentions a 
James H. Endicott of Company F of the 7th Wisconsin, who, despite the different 
middle initial, is most likely our man.  The journal is Ray’s account of his time 
with Company F, and thus probably records the same experiences that James 
Endicott had for the last year of the war. 

 
Apparently, though, James Endicott did not think too highly of William Ray 

because the footnote says that James H. Endicott and 20 other men signed a paper 
that was in the back of Ray’s diary and which read: 

 
Camp 7th Regt. Wisc. Vet.  Vol. 
Wm R. Ray 
 
Sir, we the undersigned members of Co. F  do not consider you a competent 
man for the place in which you are now acting and we politely request you 
two [sic] return the company Books over two [sic] the commanding Officer 
of the co with a request that you be Relieved By So doing you will greatly 
oblige all concerned. 
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 Nevertheless, Ray’s journal is one of the most valuable primary sources 
about a common soldier’s life in the war for it describes life in the “Iron Brigade,” 
perhaps the most celebrated Union brigade of the war. 
 
 The Iron Brigade originally consisted of the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin 
Regiments, the 19th Indiana, and Battery B of the 4th U.S. Artillery.  The 24th 
Michigan was added later.   The Brigade was the only Western organization in the 
Eastern armies and the men were issued the regular army’s Model 1858 black felt 
dress hat and were called the “Black Hat Brigade.” 
 
 It has been determined that the Iron Brigade suffered a higher proportion of 
battle deaths than any such unit in the Federal armies.  A number of books have 
been written about the Iron Brigade, but not much about the 7th Wisconsin besides 
Ray’s journal, even though the 7th was one of the key regiments in the Brigade.  
 
 Sources:   
 1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
 2. Ancestry.com 
 3.http://archive.org/stream/rosterofwisconsi01wisc#page/559/mode/1up 

*** 
 

JEREMIAH SADDLER ENDICOTT (September 16, 1826 – 1887) 
 His name appears as a Private on the roster of Company G of the 52nd 
Indiana Infantry.  It says he resided in New Salem, Rush County, Indiana and 
mustered  in with the 52nd on February 1, 1862.  Then, there is a note saying 
“Veteran; transfer’d to 52nd Reg’t, re-organiz’d” as there is for many men in his 
company. 
 
52nd Regiment Infantry 
Organized at Rushville and Indianapolis, Ind., February 1, 1862. Left State for Fort 
Donelson, Tenn., February 7. Attached to 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of the 
Tennessee, to March, 1862. Garrison Forts Henry and Donelson, Tenn., to April, 
1862. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, Army of the Tennessee, to May, 1862. 2nd 
Brigade, 4th Division, Army of the Tennessee, to July, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 4th 
Division, District of Memphis, Tenn., to September, 1862. Garrison Fort Pillow, 
Tenn., to November, 1862. District of Columbus, Ky., 13th Army Corps (Old), 
Dept. of the Tennessee, to January, 1863. District of Columbus, Ky., 6th Division, 
16th Army Corps, to January, 1864. 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, 16th Army Corps, 
to December, 1864. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division (Detachment), Army of the 
Tennessee, Dept. of the Cumberland, to February, 1865. 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
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Division, 16th Army Corps (New), Military Division West Mississippi, to August, 
1865. 
 
SERVICE.--Investment and capture of Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 12-16, 
1862. Garrison at Forts Henry and Heiman until April 18. Action at Paris March 11 
(Detachment). Moved to Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., April 18. Advance on and siege 
of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. March to Memphis, Tenn., via Grand 
Junction, LaGrange and Holly Springs, June 1-July 21. Duty at Memphis until 
September. Action near Memphis September 2. Durhamsville September 17. 
Garrison duty at Fort Pillow, Tenn., and operations against guerrillas in Tennessee 
and Arkansas September 30, 1862, to January 18, 1864. Expedition to Jackson 
September 19-25, 1863 (Detachment). Expedition to Covington, Durhamsville and 
Fort Randolph September 28-October 5, 1863. Scout from Fort Pillow November 
21-22. Ordered to Vicksburg, Miss., January 18, 1864. Meridian Campaign 
February 3-March 2. Clinton February 5. Meridian February 14-15. Veterans 
absent on furlough March and April. Left Vicksburg March 4, arriving home 
March 17. Left for field April 23. Reached Columbus, Ky., April 26. Moved to 
Morganza, La., thence to Vicksburg, Miss. Non-Veterans temporarily attached to 
89th Indiana Infantry. Red River Campaign March 10-May 22. Fort DeRussy 
March 14. Bayou Rapides March 21. Battle of Pleasant Hill April 9. Cane River 
Crossing April 23. At Alexandria April 26-May 13. Moore's Plantation May 3. 
Bayou LeMourie May 6. Retreat to Morganza May 13-20. Mansura May 16. 
Yellow Bayou May 18. Moved to Vicksburg, Miss., thence to Memphis, Tenn., 
May 20-June 10. Lake Chicot, Ark., June 6-7. Colliersville, Tenn., June 23. Near 
Lafayetteville June 23. Smith's Expedition to Tupelo July 5-21. About Pontotoc 
July 11-12. Harrisburg, near Tupelo, July 14-15. Old Town (or Tishamingo) Creek 
July 15. Smith's Expedition to Oxford, Miss., August 1-30. March through 
Missouri in pursuit of Price September 26-November 19. Moved to Nashville, 
Tenn., November 26-December 1. Battle of Nashville December 15-16. Pursuit of 
Hood to the Tennessee River December 17-23. Duty at Clifton, Tenn., and 
Eastport, Miss., until February, 1865. Moved to New Orleans February 6-17. 
Campaign against Mobile and its defenses March 17-April 12. Siege of Spanish 
Fort and Fort Blakely March 26-April 8. Assault and capture of Fort Blakely April 
9. Occupation of Mobile April 12. March to Montgomery April 13-25, and duty 
there until July 14. At Tuskegee until August 28. Mustered out September 10, 
1865. 
Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 26 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 2 Officers and 175 Enlisted men by disease. Total 205. 
 
 Sources: 
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1. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John 
Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 54.  

2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://www.civilwararchive.com/Unreghst/unininf4.htm#52nd 
4. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/52nd_in_infantry_s

oldiers.pdf 
*** 

 
JESSE ENDICOTT (1830 - ?)  
 He resided in Glenwood, Iowa and enlisted on August 18,1862 at the age of 
32.  This might be the same man as below.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 

*** 
 
JESSE ENDICOTT 
 The name is spelled Endicutt or Endecott in some documents.  He was a 
Private in Company B of the 29th Iowa Infantry. There is no roster available for 
Company B so it’s impossible to know anything more about this man. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
      *** 
 
JESSE ENDICOTT 
 He appears as a Private on the roster for Company H of the 91st Regiment of 
the Indiana Infantry.   It says he mustered in on July 29, 1863 and mustered out on 
March 3, 1864.  The roster for Company H also shows Noral A. Endicott (see 
below) in Company H. 
 
91st Regiment, Indiana Infantry while Jesse was in it 
Organized as a Battalion of seven Companies at Evansville, Ind., and mustered in 
October 1, 1862. Left State for Henderson, Ky., October 10. Attached to District of 
Western Kentucky, Dept. of the Ohio, to June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 
23rd Army Corps, Army Ohio, to August, 1863. Russellville, Ky., 1st Division, 
23rd Army Corps, to October, 1863. District of Southwest Kentucky, Dept. of the 
Ohio, October, 1863. District of Somerset, Ky., 1st Division, 23rd Army Corps, to 
January, 1864. District of the Clinch, Dept. of the Ohio, to April, 1864.  
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SERVICE.  Duty at Henderson, Madisonville and Smithlands, Ky., till June, 1863. 
Pursuit of Morgan to Burkesville June 15-23. (Cos. "H," "G" and "K" organized 
September, 1868.) Duty at Russellville till September 25. (Cos. "G," "H" and "K" 
joined at Russellville.) Ordered to Nashville, Tenn., September 25. Duty at 
Nashville, Tenn., Camp Nelson, Ky., and Camp Burnside, Ky., till January, 1864. 
At Cumberland Gap January to May, 1864. Wyerman's Mills February 22, 1864 
(Co. "A"). Cumberland Gap February 22 (Detachment).  
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
3. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/91st_in_infantry_s

oldiers.pdf 
*** 

 
JESSE ENDICOTT 
 His name appears as a Private on the roster of company K of the 144th 
Regiment of the Indiana Infantry.  It says he resided in Lynn, Indiana and mustered 
in with the 144th on February 15, 1865 and mustered out on August 5, 1865.   Since 
the war effectively ended in May, he wasn’t in very much of it. 
 
 The regiment was organized at Indianapolis, Indiana, with a strength of 
1,036 men and mustered in on March 6, 1865.  The 144th was composed of 
companies raised in the 2nd district and it left Indiana for Harper's Ferry, West 
Virginia, on March 9.  The regiment was attached to the 1st Brigade, 1st 
Provisional Division, Army of the Shenandoah.  Duty was performed at Halltown 
and Charleston, West Virginia, prior to serving in Winchester, Stevenson's Depot 
and Opequon Creek, Virginia until early August.  The regiment was mustered out 
on August 5, 1865.  During its service the regiment incurred forty-six fatalities, 
another nineteen deserted and one was unaccounted for. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/144th_Indiana_Infantry_Regiment 
4. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
5. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 
JESSE ENDICOTT (1843- 1879) 
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 He served in the Civil War.  It is highly likely that this man is the same as 
one of the other Jesse Endicotts, but which one? 
 
 Sources: 
  1. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey “Some Descendants of John             
Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 97. 

*** 
 

JESSE ENDICOTT (1842 - ?) 
 He served for New York, enlisting on February 26, 1863 at the age of 21.  
The NPS database lists no Jesse Endicott as serving for New York.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
*** 

JESSE ENDICOTT 
 He resided in Posey County, Indiana and enlisted on January 8, 1864.  State 
served: Indiana.  Side served: Union .  Is this Jesse D. Endicott and/or Jesse David 
Bright Endicott, below?  Jesse D. resided in Gibson, which is the county to the left 
of Posey on the map.  And Jesse David Bright was born in Posey County.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 

JESSE D. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears as a Private on the roster of Company B, 10th Indiana 
Cavalry.  It says he resided in Gibson County and mustered in with Company B on 
January 8, 1864 and mustered out on September 28, 1865.  
  
10th Regiment, Indiana Cavalry 
Organized at Columbus, Vincennes, Terre Haute, New Albany and Indianapolis, 
Ind., December 30, 1863, to April 30, 1864. Left State for Nashville, Tenn., May 3, 
1864; thence moved to Pulaski, Tenn., June 1. Attached to District of Northern 
Alabama, Dept. of the Cumberland, to November, 1864. 1st Brigade, 7th Division, 
Wilson's Cavalry Corps, Military Division Mississippi, to March, 1865. 2nd 
Brigade, Grierson's 1st Cavalry Division, Military Division West Mississippi, to 
May, 1865. 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, Military Division West Mississippi, 
to June, 1865. District of Vicksburg, Miss., Dept. of Mississippi, to August, 1865. 
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SERVICE. Duty at Pulaski, Tenn., and Decatur, Ala., guarding Northern Alabama 
R. R. by detachments until November 26, 1864. Action at Elk River September 2. 
Sulphur Branch Trestle September 25. Richland Creek, near Pulaski, September 
26. Repulse of Forest's attack on Pulaski September 26-27. Athens October 1-2. A 
Detachment at Decatur, Ala. Siege of Decatur October 26-29. A Detachment 
moved to Murfreesboro, Tenn., and participated in the Siege of Murfreesboro 
December 5-17. "The Cedars" December 5-8. Murfreesboro December 13-14. 
Moved to Nashville, Tenn., November 26. Owen's Cross Roads December 1. 
Battle of Nashville, Tenn., December 15-16. Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee 
River December 17-28. Franklin and Hollow Tree Gap December 17. Sugar Creek, 
Pulaski, December 25-26. Decatur, Ala., December 27-28 (Detachment). Pond 
Springs, Ala., December 29 (Detachment). Russellsville December 31 
(Detachment). Detachments brought together February, 1865. Moved to 
Vicksburg, Miss.; thence to New Orleans, La., and to Mobile Bay, Ala., February 
12-March 22. Campaign against Mobile and its defenses March 22-April 12. Siege 
of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely March 26-April 9. Capture of Mobile April 12. 
March to Montgomery April 13-20. March to Columbus and Vicksburg, Miss., and 
Provost duty in Holmes and Attalla Counties till August. Mustered out at 
Vicksburg, Miss., August 31, 1865. 3 Paroled Officers and 35 men lost on Steamer 
"Sultana" April 28, 1865. 
 
Regiment lost during service 1 Officer and 20 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 4 Officers and 157 Enlisted men by disease. Total 182. 
Predecessor unit: Indiana Volunteers 125th Regiment Volunteers.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/125th_in_regiment

_soldiers.pdf 
*** 

 
JESSE DAVID BRIGHT ENDICOTT (December 20, 1846 - November 22 
1923) 
 He was born in Posey County Indiana and served with the 10th regiment, 
Indiana Cavalry. He is buried in Stokes Chapel outside of Crossville, Illinois.. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
2. Information supplied by Cindy Endicott Levingston 

*** 



 266 

 
JOEL FRAZIER ENDICOTT (February 7, 1834 – May 14, 1914) 
 The NPS database says he was a Private with Company D of the 91st Re 
Indiana Infantry.   But the roster for that company shows only a Patrick Endecott 
(see Patrick Endicott below) in Company D.   Furthermore, Joel’s name does not 
appear on the roster of any company in the 91st regiment.  The only other Endicotts 
are Jesse (see above) and Noral A. (see below) in Company H.  
 
 Joel is buried in Overbrook Cemetery, Old section, Lot 142, gr 1W. in 
Overbrook, Osage Country, Kansas. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 

JOHN A. ENDICOTT  
 He was a Private with Co C, 60th Indiana Infantry.  His name appears on the 
roster for the regiment and it shows he and mustered with the regiment on March 
7, 1862 and that he was discharged on December 3, 1862 with a disability.   The 
rosters shows 3 other Endicotts in the regiment, Henry C. Endicott (see above); and 
Privates Orville and Samuel H. Endicott (see below).  Of the 4 Endicotts in the 
regiment, one was killed and two were discharged with disabilities.  
 
60th Regiment, Indiana Infantry  
Organized at Evansville and Indianapolis, Ind., February 19 to March 21, 1862. 
Duty at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., guarding prisoners February 22 to June 
20, 1862. Left State for Louisville, Ky., June 20; thence moved to Munfordsville, 
Ky., and duty there till September. Attached to Garrison of Munfordsville, Ky., 
Dept. of the Ohio, to September, 1862. Reorganizing Indianapolis, Ind., to 
November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 10th Division, Right Wing 13th Army Corps (Old), 
Dept. of the Tennessee, to December, 1862. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, Sherman's 
Yazoo Expedition, to January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 10th Division, 13th Army Corps, 
Army of the Tennessee, to August, 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 13th Army 
Corps, Dept. of the Gulf, to June, 1864. District of LaFourche, Dept. of the Gulf, to 
December, 1864. District of Southern Alabama, Dept. of the Gulf, to February, 
1865. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Reserve Corps, Military Division West 
Mississippi, February, 1865. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 13th Army Corps (New), 
Military Division West Mississippi, February, 1865.  SERVICE.-Siege of 
Munfordsville, Ky., September 14-17, 1862. Seven Companies captured 
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September 17, paroled and ordered to Indianapolis, Ind. Three Companies which 
escaped capture being detached guarding Railroad Bridge over Rolling Fork, near 
Lebanon; also ordered to Indianapolis. Regiment reorganizing at Indianapolis to 
November. Ordered to Memphis, Tenn., and duty there till December 20. 
Sherman's Yazoo Expedition December 20, 1862, to January 3, 1863. Expedition 
from Milliken's Bend, La., to Dallas Station and Delhi December 25-26. 
Chickasaw Bayou December 26-28. Chickasaw Bluff December 29. Expedition to 
Arkansas Post, Ark., January 3-10, 1863. Assault and capture of Fort Hindman, 
Arkansas Post, January 10-11. Moved to Young's Point, La., January 17. 
Expedition to Greenville, Miss., and Cypress Bend, Ark., February 14-29. Duty at 
Young's Point and Milliken's Bend till April. Movement on Bruinsburg and turning 
Grand Gulf April 25-30. Battle of Port Gibson May 1. Battle of Champion's Hill 
May 16. Siege of Vicksburg, Miss., May 18-July 4. Assaults on Vicksburg May 
19 and 22. Advance on Jackson, Miss., July 4-10. Siege of Jackson July 10-17. 
Moved to New Orleans, La., August 24. Expedition to New and Amite Rivers 
September 24-29. Western Louisiana "Teche" Campaign October 3-November 30. 
Action at Grand Coteau November 3. Moved to Algiers December 13, thence to 
Texas December 18. Duty at Du Crow's Point and Pass Cavallo till March, 1864. 
Moved to Algiers, La., thence to Alexandria, La. Red River Campaign April 26-
May 20. Retreat to Morganza May 13-20. Duty at Thibodeaux till November, and 
at Algiers till February 24, 1865. Veterans and Recruits transferred to 26th Indiana 
Infantry February 24. Regiment mustered out March 11, 1865.  Regiment lost 
during service 2 Officers and 43 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 3 
Officers and 165 Enlisted men by disease. Total 213. 

 Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html. 

2. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
3.  http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 

JOHN T. ENDICOTT  
 The name is spelled Edicott, Endecott, or Endicut in some documents.  The 
name appears as John T. Edicott as a Private on the roster of Company K of the 
37th Indiana Infantry.   It says he mustered in with the company on October 8, 1861 
and mustered out on October 27, 1864.  This unit was at Stones River, 
Chickamauga, Chattanooga, and Atlanta. 
 
37th Regiment, Indiana Infantry  
Organized at Lawrenceburg, Ind., and mustered in September 18, 1861. Ordered to 
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Kentucky October, and duty at mouth of Salt River and at Bacon Creek till 
February, 1862. Attached to 8th Brigade, Army of the Ohio, October to December, 
1861. 8th Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of the Ohio, to July, 1862. Unattached, 
Army of the Ohio, Railroad Guard to September, 1862. 7th Brigade, 8th Division, 
Army of the Ohio, to November, 1862. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, Center 14th 
Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January, 1863. 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, 14th Army Corps, to October, 1863. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 14th 
Army Corps, to October, 1864. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 14th Army Corps, to 
July, 1865. 

SERVICE.-Advance on Bowling Green, Ky., and Nashville, Tenn., February 10-
25, 1862. Moved to Murfreesboro March 18. Reconnaissance to Shelbyville, 
Tullahoma and McMinnville March 25-28. Moved to Fayetteville April 7. 
Expedition to Huntsville, Ala., April 10-11. Capture of Huntsville April 11. 
Advance on and capture of Decatur April 11-14. Guard duty on Nashville & 
Chattanooga Railroad till August. Elkins' Station, near Athens May 9 (Co. "E"). 
Moved to Nashville August 29-September 2, and duty there till December 26. 
Siege of Nashville September 12-November 7. Advance on Murfreesboro, Tenn., 
December 26-30. Battle of Stone's River December 30-31, 1862, and January 1-3, 
1863. Duty at Murfreesboro till June. Middle Tennessee or Tullahoma Campaign 
June 23-July 7. Occupation of Middle Tennessee till August 16. Passage of the 
Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga (Ga.) Campaign 
August 16-September 22. Davis Cross Roads or Dug Gap September 11. Battle of 
Chickamauga September 19-21, 1863. Rossville Gap September 21. Siege of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., September 24-November 23. Chattanooga-Ringgold 
Campaign November 23-27. Lookout Mountain November 23-24. Missionary 
Ridge November 25. Duty at Rossville, Ga., and Chattanooga, Tenn., till May, 
1864. Mulberry Village December 23, 1863 (Detachment). Scout from 
Chattanooga to Harrison and Ooltewah January 21, 1864 (Detachment). 
Demonstration on Dalton, Ga., February 22-27, 1864. Tunnel Hill, Buzzard's 
Roost Gap and Rocky Faced Ridge February 23-25, 1864. Atlanta (Ga.) 
Campaign May 1-September 8. Demonstrations on Rocky Faced Ridge May 8-11. 
Buzzard's Roost Gap May 8-9. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. Advance on Dallas 
May 18-25. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles about Dallas, 
New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. Pickett's Mill May 27. 
Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine 
Hill June 11-14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Assault on Kennesaw June 27. Huff's 
Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Peach 
Tree Creek July 19-20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Utoy Creek August 
5-7. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 25-30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-
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September 1. Pursuit of Hood into Alabama October 1-26. March to the sea 
November 15-December 10. Non-Veterans mustered out October 27, 1864. 
Veterans and Recruits consolidated to a Battalion of two Companies. Near 
Sandersville November 26. Siege of Savannah December 10-21. Campaign of the 
Carolinas January to April, 1865. Averysboro, N. C., March 16. Battle of 
Bentonville March 19-21. Occupation of Goldsboro March 24. Advance on 
Raleigh April 10-14. Occupation of Raleigh April 14. Bennett's House April 26. 
Surrender of Johnston and has army. March to Washington, D. C., via Richmond, 
Va., April 29-May 20. Grand Review May 24. Moved to Louisville, Ky., June, and 
there mustered out July 25, 1865. 

Regiment lost during service 5 Officers and 80 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 1 Officer and 140 Enlisted men by disease. Total 226. 

 Sources: 
1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. Ancestry.com 

*** 
 

JONATHAN ENDICOTT  
 His name appears as a Private on the roster of Company I of the 83rd Illinois 
Infantry.  It says he came from Monmouth, Illinois and enlisted on August 14, 
1862.  It goes on to say that he mustered in with  company on August 21, 1862 and 
mustered out on June 26, 1865.  
 
83rd Regiment, Illinois Infantry 
Organized at Monmouth, Ill., and mustered in August 21, 1862. Moved to Cairo, 
Ill., August 25-29, thence to Fort Henry September 3, and to Fort Donelson, Tenn., 
September 5. Attached to garrison of Forts Henry, Donelson and Heiman, District 
of Columbus, Dept. of the Tennessee, to November, 1862. District of Columbus, 
13th Army Corps (Old), Dept. of the Tennessee, to January, 1863. District of 
Columbus, 16th Army Corps, to June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, Reserve 
Corps, Dept. of the Cumberland, to October, 1863. Garrison of Clarksville, Tenn., 
Dept. of the Cumberland, to April, 1864. Unassigned, 4th Division, 20th Army 
Corps, Dept. of the Cumberland, to March, 1865. 5th Sub-District, Middle 
Tennessee, Dept. of the Cumberland, to June, 1865.  
 
SERVICE. Garrison duty at Forts Heiman (2 Companies), Henry (3 Companies) 
and Donelson, Tenn., until September 20, 1863.  Expedition from Fort Donelson to 
Waverly, Tenn., October 22-25, 1862.  Near Waverly and Richland Creek October 
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23. Cooley's Mill October 23.  Near Garrettsburg, Ky., November 6. Fort Donelson 
Road January 2, 1863.  Cumberland Iron Works, repulse of Forest's attack on Fort 
Donelson, February 3.  Right wing moved to Clarksville, Tenn., September 20, 
1863.  Garrison duty at Clarksville and Fort Donelson and operating against 
guerrillas on Northwest Tennessee and Southwest Kentucky until December, 1864.  
Action at Budd's Creek, Clarksville, October 28, 1863. Pine Bluff, Tennessee 
River, August 19-20, 1864. Garrison duty at Nashville till June, 1865.  Mustered 
out at Nashville, Tenn., June 26, and discharged at Chicago, Ill., July 5, 1865.  
 
Regiment lost during service 4 Officers and 34 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 1 Officer and 82 Enlisted men by disease. Total 121. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html.  
2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://www.archive.org/stream/reportofadjutant05illi1#page/143/mode/1up 
4. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-regiments-

detail.htm?regiment_id=UIL0083RI 
*** 

 
JOSEPH ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private  with Company D of the 15th Missouri Cavalry (Captain T. 
B. Sutherland).   Company D consisted of men from Springfield, Greene County, 
Missouri and their responsibility was for clearing the county of “bushwhackers,” 
i.e. Confederate guerillas.   Joseph enlisted on May 16, 1864.  He mustered in on 
July 3, 1864 at Springfield, Missouri and mustered out on July 1, 1865, also at 
Springfield, Missouri. 
 
15th Missouri Cavalry 
Organized November 1, 1863, from 7th Regiment Enrolled Militia. Attached to 
District of Southwest Missouri, Dept. Missouri, to April, 1865. District of North 
Missouri, Dept. Missouri, to July, 1865. 

SERVICE.  Scout and patrol duty in District of Southwest Missouri until April, 
1865, and in North Missouri until July, 1865. Actions at Mt. Vernon September 30, 
1864: Moreau Bottom, Jefferson City, October 7; Booneville October 9-12; Big 
Blue or State Line October 22. Engagement at the Marmiton, or Battle of Charlot, 
October 25. Mine Creek, Little Osage River, Marius Des Cygnes, October 25. 
Newtonia October 28, Affair near James Creek April 27, 1865 (Co. "C"). Mustered 
out July 1, 1865. 
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Lost during service 1 Officer and 6 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 
1 Officer and 35 Enlisted men by disease. Total 43. 

 Sources: 
1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
3. http://www.ozarkscivilwar.org/regions/dallas 
4. http://www.civilwararchive.com/Unreghst/unmocav2.htm#15th 

*** 
 
JOSEPH ENDICOTT  
 Resided in Bourbon County, Kansas, and enlisted on August 29, 1863.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
JOSEPH ENDICOTT 
 According to the NPS database, he was a Private in the 2nd Independent 
Battery, Kansas Light Artillery. 
 
2nd Independent Battery, Kansas Light Artillery 
Organized at Fort Scott and mustered in September 10, 1862. Attached to Dept of 
Kansas to September, 1862. 1st Brigade, Dept. of Kansas, to October, 1862. 2nd 
Brigade, 1st Division, Army of the Frontier, Dept. of Missouri (1 Section), to 
February, 1863. District of Southwest Missouri, Dept. Missouri, to June, 1863. 
District of the Frontier, Dept. Missouri, to January, 1864. Unattached, District of 
the Frontier, 7th Corps, Dept. Arkansas, to May, 1864. 1st Brigade, District of the 
Frontier, 7th Corps, to February, 1865. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 7th Corps, to 
July, 1865. 
 
SERVICE. Duty at Fort Scott, Kansas, till June, 1863. (1st Section moved to 
Greenfield, Mo., September 1-3, 1862. Action at Newtonia September 30. 
Occupation of Newtonia October 4. Cane Hill November 28. 2nd Section moved 
from Fort Scott to Pea Ridge, Ark., October 12-19, 1862, returning to Fort Scott 
December 3-10, 1862.) Scout from Creek Agency to Jasper County, Mo., May 16-
19, 1863 (1 Section). Sherwood May 19. (1 Section moved to Baxter Springs May 
6, returning to Fort Scott June 24.) Fort Gibson May 22. Near Fort Gibson May 28. 
Operations about Fort Gibson June 6-20. Greenleaf Prairie June 16. 1 Section 
moved to Fort Gibson with supply train June 19-July 4. Action at Cabin Creek July 
1-2 and 5. Battery moved to Fort Gibson July 5-12. Elk Creek near Honey Springs 
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July 17. Duty at Fort Gibson till August 22. Near Sherwood August 14. Campaign 
to Perryville, C. N., August 22-31. At Fort Gibson till November. Ordered to Fort 
Smith, Ark., arriving November 15, and duty there till July, 1865. Near Fort Smith 
July 31, 1864. (1 Section at Clarksville June and July, 1864. 1 Section remained at 
Fort Scott and participated in the pursuit of Price.) Battle of Westport October 23, 
and pursuit beyond Fort Scott. Joined Battery at Fort Smith June, 1865. Action at 
Dardanelle, Ark., January 14, 1865. Battery mustered out August 11, 1865. 
 
Battery lost during service 3 Enlisted men killed and 18 Enlisted men by disease. 
Total 21. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers-

detail.htm?soldier_id=837ce99a-dc7a-df11-bf36-b8ac6f5d926a 
*** 

 
JOSEPH ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private with Company G. of the 14th Kansas Cavalry.  This could 
be the same man as above.   This unit fought against Quantrill (see above under 
Abner J. Endicott).   
 
14th Regiment, Kansas Cavalry  
Organized at Fort Scott and Leavenworth April, 1863, as a Battalion of 4 
Companies for escort to General Blunt. Regiment organized at Fort Scott, 
December, 1863. Attached to District of the Frontier, Dept. of Missouri, April, 
1863, to January, 1864. Unattached, District Frontier, 7th Corps, Dept. Arkansas, 
to March, 1864. 3rd Brigade, Frontier Division, 7th Corps, to January, 1865. 2nd 
Brigade, 3rd Division, 7th Corps, to February, 1865. Unattached, 7th Corps, Pine 
Bluff, Ark., to June, 1863.   
 
SERVICE.-Cabin Creek, C. N., July 1-2, 1863 (Co. "B"). Operations against 
Quantrill in Kansas August 20-28. Massacre at Lawrence August 21 
(Detachment). Operations in Cherokee Nation September 11-25. Waldron 
September 11. Baxter Springs October 6 (Co. "B"). Regiment moved to Fort 
Smith, Ark., November 20-December 3. Duty there scouting and foraging till 
February 23. 1864. Expedition into Choctaw County February 1-21. Moved to 
Ozark February 26-28, and duty there till April 6. Flint Creek March 6. Steele's 
Expedition against Camden April 6-May 3. Prairie D'Ann April 9-12. Poison 
Spring April 18 (Detachment). Jenkins' Ferry, Saline River, April 30 (Cos. "F" 
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and "G"). Return to Fort Smith May and duty there till January, 1865. Hahn's Farm 
near Waldron June 19, 1864. Ozark July 14-15. Scout on Republican River August 
19-24. Camp Verdegris September 2. Cabin Creek September 19. Vache Grass 
September 26. (Co. "E" with Blunt's headquarters during Brice's Raid in Missouri 
and Kansas October-November. Big Blue and State Line October 22. Westport 
October 23. Mine Creek, Little Osage River, and Battle of Charlot October 25. 
Newtonia October 28.) Moved to Clarksville January 1, 1865, thence to Pine Bluff 
February 25-27, and duty there till May. Moved to Fort Gibson and duty there till 
June. Mustered out June 25, 1865.  Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 
51 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 2 Officers and 114 Enlisted men 
by disease. Total 169. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
JOSEPH ENDICOTT   
 He resided in Princeton, Indiana, and enlisted on November 12, 1861.  State 
served: Indiana.  Side served: Union.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
JOSEPH ENDICOTT 
 He resided in Milroy, Indiana and enlisted on December 24, 1863.  State 
served: Kentucky.  Side served: Union.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 

JOSEPH ENDICOTT  
 The name is spelled Endecott or Endicut in some documents.  One source 
says he enlisted on October 25, 1861 and served as a Private in Company G of the 
14th Kentucky Infantry.  The NPS database confirms that he was in that unit.  
Abner J. Endicott (see above) was also in it.  Unfortunately there is no roster 
available which would give more information about Joseph.   The unit was at 
Atlanta.  
 
14th Regiment, Kentucky Infantry  
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Organized at Camp Wallace, Lawrence County, Ky., December 10, 1861. Attached 
to 18th Brigade, Army of the Ohio, to March, 1862. 27th Brigade, 7th Division, 
Army of the Ohio, to October, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of 
Kentucky, Dept. of the Ohio, to February, 1863. District of Eastern Kentucky, 
Dept. of the Ohio, to June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 23rd Army Corps, 
Dept. of the Ohio, to September, 1863. Louisa, Ky., District of Eastern Kentucky, 
1st Division, 23rd Army Corps, to April, 1864. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, District 
of Kentucky, 5th Division, 23rd Army Corps. Dept. of the Ohio, to May, 1864. 3rd 
Brigade, 2nd Division, 23rd Army Corps, to August, 1864. 1st Brigade, 2nd 
Division, 23rd Army Corps, to December, 1864. Military District of Kentucky and 
Dept. of Kentucky to September, 1865.   

SERVICE.  Engaged in operations on borders of Virginia and participated in action 
at Ivey's Mountain November 8, 1861, before muster. Garfield's Campaign against 
Humphrey Marshall December 23, 1861, to January 30, 1862. Advance on 
Paintsville, Ky., December 31, 1862, to January 7, 1862. Occupation of Paintsville 
January 8. Abbott's Hill January 9. Middle Creek, near Prestonburg, January 10. At 
Paintsville till February 1. Expedition to Little Sandy and Piketon January 24-30. 
Cumberland Gap Campaign March 28-June 18. Cumberland Mountain April 28. 
Occupation of Cumberland Gap June 18-September 16. Tazewell July 26. 
Operations about Cumberland Gap August 2-6. Big Springs August 3. Tazewell 
August 6 and 9. Big Hill, Henderson County, August 23. Richmond September 5. 
Evacuation of Cumberland Gap and retreat to Greenup, on the Ohio River, 
September 17-October 3. Expedition to Charleston, West Va., October 21-
November 10. Duty in Eastern Kentucky till May, 1864. Johnson County 
December 1, 1862. Floyd County December 4-5. Louisa March 12, 1863. Near 
Louisa March 25-26. Operations in Eastern Kentucky March 28-April 16. Bushy 
Creek April 7. Expedition from Beaver Creek into Southwest Virginia July 3-11 (1 
Co.). Actions at Saylersville Oct. 10, 30; November 30 and December 1. Rock 
House and Laurel Creek, Wayne County, February 12, 1864. Laurel Creek Gap 
February 15. Forks of Beaver March 31. Quicksand Creek April 5 (Co. "I"). 
Paintsville April 13. Half Mountain, Magoffin County, April 14. Louisa April 16. 
Pound Gap May 9. Ordered to join Sherman in the field and reported at Burnt 
Hickory, Ga., May 24. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 24-September 8. Kingston 
May 24. Battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-
June 5. Allatoona Pass June 1-2. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw 
Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine Mountain June 11-14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. 
Muddy Creek June 17. Noyes' Creek June 19. Kolb's Farm June 22. Assault on 
Kennesaw June 27. Nickajack Creek July 2-5. Chattahoochee River July 6-17. 
Decatur July 19. Howard House July 20. Battle of Atlanta July 22. Siege of 
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Atlanta July 22-August 25. Utoy Creek August 5-7. Flank movement on 
Jonesboro August 25-30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Lovejoy 
Station September 2-6. At Decatur till October 4. Operations against Hood in 
North Alabama and Middle Tennessee October 4-26. Ordered to Kentucky 
November 15: at Bowling Green, Ky., till December 30, and at Louisa, Ky., 
protecting Virginia line till September, 1865. Mustered out September 
15,1865.  Regiment lost during service 5 Officers and 49 Enlisted men killed 
and mortally wounded and 5 Officers and 142 Enlisted men by disease. Total 201. 

 Sources:   
1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers-detail.htm?soldier_id=847ce99a-

dc7a-df11-bf36-b8ac6f5d926a 
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/14th_Regiment_Kansas_Volunteer_C

avalry 
*** 

 
JOSEPH N. ENDICOTT 
 The middle initial is E in some documents.  Joseph N. Endicott’s name 
appears as a Corporal on the roster of Company D, 35th Regiment of the Illinois 
Infantry.  It says he resided in Catlin, Illinois, as did a lot of men in the Company.  
It says that he enlisted on July 3, 1861, mustered in with the 35th on August 28, 
1861 and died in St. Louis on December 23, 1861.  The cause is not stated.  
 
35th Illinois Infantry while Joseph was in it 
Organized at Decatur, Ill., July 3, 1861, and accepted by the Secretary of War as G. 
A. Smith's Independent Regiment July 23, 1861. Moved to Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo., August 4-5. Mustered in at St. Louis, Mo., August 28. 1861. Moved to 
Jefferson City, Mo., September 15, thence to Otterville September 25, and to 
Sedalia October 15. Fremont's Campaign against Springfield, Mo., October 15-
November 8. Attached to Dept. of Missouri to January, 1862.  
 
SERVICE. Moved from Springfield to Rolla, Mo., November 13-19, 1861, and 
duty there till January, 1862.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
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3. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers-
detail.htm?soldier_id=997ce99a-dc7a-df11-bf36-b8ac6f5d926a 

*** 
 
JOSEPH N. ENDICOTT 
 Alternate spelling: Endicutt.  His name appears on the enlisted men’s roster 
of Company B of the 58th Indiana Infantry.  It says he mustered in on November 
12, 1961 and was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant at a time not specified.   The officers’ 
roster for the 58th, says the he resided in Princeton, Indiana before the war and was 
commissioned a 1st Lieutenant on April 2, 1865, mustered in as a 1st Lieutenant on 
May 9, 1865 and “mustered out with Regiment” which was on July 25, 1865.   
 
 Thus, it would appear that he served almost the entire war in the 58th and 
during this time the 58th was involved in some big battles, including: Shiloh; 
Stone’s River; Chickamauga; the Siege of Atlanta; Sherman’s March to the Sea; 
and the Carolina’s campaign, among others. 
 
58th Regiment, Indiana Infantry 
Organized at Princeton and Indianapolis, Ind., November 12 to December 22, 
1861. Ordered to Kentucky December 29, and duty at Bardstown and Lebanon, 
Ky., till February, 1862. Attached to 21st Brigade, Army of the Ohio, January, 
1862. 21st Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio, to September, 1862. 15th 
Brigade, 6th Division, 2nd Corps, Army of the Ohio, to November, 1862. 1st 
Brigade, 1st Division, Left Wing 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to 
January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 21st Division, 21st Army Corps, Army of the 
Cumberland, to October, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 4th Army Corps, Army 
of the Cumberland, to April, 1864. Unattached Pontooneers, Army of the 
Cumberland and Army of Georgia, till July, 1865.   
 
SERVICE.-March through Central Kentucky to Nashville, Tenn., February 10-
March 1, 1862. March to Savannah, Tenn., March 18-April 6. Battle of Shiloh, 
Tenn., April 6-7. Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. 
Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 12. Buell's Campaign in Northern Alabama and 
Middle Tennessee along line of the Memphis & Charleston Railroad June to 
August. Little Pond, near McMinnville, August 30. March to Louisville, Ky., in 
pursuit of Bragg August 30-September 26. Pursuit of Bragg to Loudon, Ky., 
October 1-22. March to Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 7, and duty there 
till December 26. Advance on Murfreesboro December 26-30. Lavergne December 
26-27. Battle of Stone's River December 30-31, 1862, and January 1-3, 1863. 
Duty at Murfreesboro till June. Middle Tennessee (or Tullahoma) Campaign June 
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23-July 7. Occupation of Middle Tennessee till August 16. Passage of the 
Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga (Ga.) Campaign 
August 16-September 22. Expedition from Tracy City to the Tennessee River 
August 22-24 (Detachment). Occupation of Chattanooga, Tenn., September 9. 
Near Lee and Gordon's Mills September 17-18. Battle of Chickamauga September 
19-20. Siege of Chattanooga September 24-November 23. Chattanooga-Ringgold 
Campaign November 23-27. Orchard Knob November 23-24. Missionary Ridge 
November 25. Pursuit to Graysville November 26-27. March to relief of Knoxville, 
Tenn., November 28-December 8. Operations in East Tennessee till April, 1864. 
Re-enlisted January 24, 1864. Assigned to duty in charge of the Pontoon Trains of 
General Sherman's Army April, 1864, and performed all the bridging from 
Chattanooga to Atlanta, from Atlanta to the sea, and in the Campaign through the 
Carolinas. Atlanta Campaign May 1 to September 8, 1864. Demonstrations on 
Rocky Faced Ridge May 8-11. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. About Dallas May 
25-June 5. About Marietta and Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. Nickajack 
Creek July 2-5. Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Peach Tree Creek July 19-20. 
Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 25-30. 
Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Pursuit of Hood into Alabama 
October. March to the sea November 15-December 10. Siege of Savannah 
December 10-21. Campaign of the Carolinas January to April, 1865. Non-Veterans 
mustered out December 31, 1864. March to Washington, D. C., via Richmond, 
Va., April 29-May 20. Grand Review May 24. Moved to Louisville, Ky., June, and 
there mustered out July 25, 1865.   
 
Regiment lost during service 4 Officers and 60 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 2 Officers and 192 Enlisted men by disease. Total 258. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/58th_in_infantry_s

oldiers.pdf 
3. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/officers/58th_in_infantry_o

fficers.pdf 
*** 

 
JOSEPH S. ENDICOTT  
 Alternate spellings are Endecott and Endecotte.  His name appears as a 
Private on the roster of Company E of the 123rd Indiana Infantry.  It says he resided 
in Milroy, Marion County, Indiana, and enlisted on July 11,1863,  mustered in on 
December 24, 1863, and mustered out on August 25, 1865.  
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123rd Regiment, Indiana Infantry 
Organized at Greensburg, Terre Haute and Indianapolis, Ind., December 25, 1863, 
to March 7, 1864. Left State for Nashville, Tenn., March 18, 1864. Attached to 2nd 
Brigade, 1st Division, 23rd Army Corps, Army of the Ohio, to June, 1864. 4th 
Brigade, 3rd Division, 23rd Army Corps, to August, 1864. 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, 23rd Army Corps, to December, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, 23rd 
Army Corps, Army of the Ohio, to February, 1865, and Dept. of North Carolina to 
August, 1865. 
 
SERVICE: 
March to Charleston, Tenn., April 7-24, 1864. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1 to 
September 8. Demonstrations on Dalton, Ga., May 8-13. Rocky Faced Ridge May 
8-11. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. Movements on Dallas May 18-25. Operations 
on Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona 
Hills May 25-June 5. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain 
June 10-July 2. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Muddy Creek June 17. Noyes Creek 
June 19. Assault on Kennesaw June 27. Nickajack Creek July 2-5. Ruff's Mill July 
3-4. Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Utoy 
Creek August 5-7. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 25-30. Lovejoy Station 
September 2-6. Operations against Hood in North Georgia and North Alabama 
September 29-November 3. Nashville Campaign November-December. In front of 
Columbia November 24-27. Battle of Franklin November 30. Battle of Nashville 
December 15-16. Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee River December 17-28. At 
Clifton, Tenn., till January 15, 1865. Movement to Washington, D. C.; thence to 
Morehead City, N. C., January 15-February 24. Campaign of the Carolinas March 
1-April 26. Advance on Kinston and Goldsboro March 1-21. Battle of Wise's Forks 
March 6-8. Kinston March 14. Occupation of Goldsboro March 21. Advance on 
Raleigh April 10-14. Occupation of Raleigh April 14. Bennett's House April 26. 
Surrender of Johnston and his army. Duty at Charlotte and Raleigh, N. C., till 
August. Mustered out August 25, 1865. 
 
Regiment lost during service 4 Officers and 47 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 1 Officer and 131 Enlisted men by disease. Total 183. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
2. Ancestry.com 
3. 1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldHe eers.cfm 

*** 
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JOSEPH SAMUEL ENDICOTT (September 16, 1844 – 1938) 
 He’s probably Joseph S. Endicott, above,  But all we know from this source 
is that “he served in the Civil War” and that his line in America is as follows: 

• John 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• John  
• Jesse 
• Joseph Samuel  

 
 Sources: 
  1. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey “Some Descendants of John   
 Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 82 

*** 
 
 JOSHUA ENDICOTT(November 10, 1837 – January 17, 1926) 
         Alternate spelling: Endicutt.  He was born in Lawrence County, Kentucky, 
the son of Samuel Endicott and Nancy Jones Endicottt.  He is buried in the 
Salmons Cemetery in Mongo County, West Virginia.   
 

He served in two units in the Civil War.  First he served in the 167th West 
Virginia Militia (Home Guards) under Captain Ira G. Copley.   This was just 
across the river from where he was born. 
  
         Then, a roster shows him enlisting as a Private on June 1, 1863, and 
mustering in with Company H of the 14th Kentucky Infantry at Louisa, Kentucky 
on August 29, 1863 for a 3-year enlistment.   Then, it says he was transferred to the 
“14th Ky Vet Infantry “ but it doesn’t say when he was transferred or when he was 
discharged.  However, it is known from other sources that the entire unit mustered 
out at Louisa, Kentucky, January 31,1865, and the veterans and recruits were 
transferred to the 14th Kentucky Veteran Infantry at that time, so it seems likely 
this is what happened to Joshua, too. This means that he would have been assigned 
to the unit when it was in the Atlanta campaign, among other battles. 
  
14th Kentucky Infantry 
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Organized at Camp Wallace near Kentucky and mustered in for a three year 
enlistment on December 10, 1861 under the command of Colonel Laban T. Moore.  
The regiment was attached to 18th Brigade, Army of the Ohio, to March 1862. 27th 
Brigade, 7th Division, Army of the Ohio, to October 1862. 2nd Brigade, 3rd 
Division, Army of Kentucky, Department of the Ohio, to February 1863. District of Eastern 
Kentucky, Department of the Ohio, to June 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, XXIII 
Corps, Department of the Ohio, to September 1863. Louisa, Kentucky, District of 
Eastern Kentucky, 1st Division, XXIII Corps, to April 1864. 1st Brigade, 1st 
Division, District of Kentucky, 5th Division, XXIII Corps, Department of the 
Ohio, to May 1864. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, XXIII Corps, to August 1864. 1st 
Brigade, 2nd Division, XXIII Corps, to December 1864. Military District of 
Kentucky and Department of Kentucky to September 1865. 
The 14th Kentucky Infantry mustered out of service at Louisa, Kentucky on 
September 15, 1865. 
SERVICE. Engaged in operations on borders of Virginia and participated in action 
at Ivey's Mountain November 8, 1861, before muster. Garfield's Campaign against 
Humphrey Marshall December 23, 1861 to January 30, 1862. Advance on 
Paintsville, Ky., December 31, 1862 to January 7, 1862. Occupation of Paintsville 
January 8 Abbott's Hill January 9. Middle Creek, near Prestonsburg, January 10. 
At Paintsville until February 1. Expedition to Little Sandy and Piketon January 24–
30. Cumberland Gap Campaign March 28-June 18. Cumberland Mountain April 
28. Occupation of Cumberland Gap June 18-September 16. Tazewell July 26. 
Operations about Cumberland Gap August 2–6. Big Springs August 3. Tazewell 
August 6 and 9. Big Hill, Henderson County, August 23. Richmond September 5. 
Evacuation of Cumberland Gap and retreat to Greenup, on the Ohio River, 
September 17-October 3. Expedition to Charleston, West Va., October 21-
November 10. Duty in eastern Kentucky until May 1864. Johnson County 
December 1, 1862. Floyd County December 4–5. Louisa March 12, 1863. Near 
Louisa March 25–26. Operations in eastern Kentucky March 28-April 16. Bushy 
Creek April 7. Expedition from Beaver Creek into southwest Virginia July 3–11 (1 
company). Actions at Saylersville Oct. 10, 30; November 30 and December 1. 
Rock House and Laurel Creek, Wayne County, February 12, 1864. Laurel Creek 
Gap February 15, Forks of Beaver March 31 Quicksand Creek April 5 (Company 
I). Paintsville April 13. Half Mountain, Magoffin County, April 14. Louisa April 
16. Pound Gap May 9. Ordered to join Sherman in the field and reported at Burnt 
Hickory, Ga., May 24. Atlanta Campaign May 24-September 8. Kingston May 24. 
Battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. 
Allatoona Pass June 1–2. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw 
Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine Mountain June 11–14. Lost Mountain June 15–17. 
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Muddy Creek June 17. Noyes' Creek June 19. Kolb's Farm June 22. Assault on 
Kennesaw June 27. Nickajack Creek July 2–5. Chattahoochee River July 6–17. 
Decatur July 19. Howard House July 20. Battle of Atlanta July 22. Siege of Atlanta 
July 22-August 25. Utoy Creek August 5–7. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 
25–30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Lovejoy's Station September 
2–6. At Decatur until October 4. Operations against Hood in northern Alabama and 
middle Tennessee October 4–26. Ordered to Kentucky November 15; at Bowling 
Green, Ky., until December 30, and at Louisa, Ky., protecting Virginia line until 
September 1865. 

The regiment lost a total of 201 men during service; 5 officers and 49 enlisted men 
killed or mortally wounded, 5 officers and 142 enlisted men died of disease. 
  
         Sources: 
          

1.    http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45115396 
2.    http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
3.   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/14th_Regiment_Kentucky_Volunteer_Infantry 
4.   http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~us14thkyinfantry/roster/14th%20KY%
20Co.%20H.pdf 
5.   https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/14th_Regiment,_Kentucky_Infantry_(Union) 
6.   Personal correspondence with Laurie Endicott Thomas, great-
granddaughter of Joshua Endicott January 22, 2019. 

*** 
 
LEWIS F. ENDICOTT (1838 - ?) 
 The NPS  database says he was a Private with Company C of the 10th 
Massachusetts Infantry.   Another source says he came from Northampton and 
enlisted on June 21,1861 at the age of 23.  No roster is available to shed any more 
light on him, which is unfortunate because the unit was at many of the most 
important battles of the Civil War, including Antietam; Fredericksburg; 
Chancellorsville; Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Spotsylvania, and Petersburg and it 
would interesting to know which ones Lewis was in.  
 
 His name then appears on the roster of the U.S. Signal Corps  1861-1865, 
where it says “transferred from 10th Mass; Springfield, Mass, Army of the 
Potomac.  Died at Northampton, Mass.” (No date is given.)   The NPS database 
also lists a Lewis F. Endicott first as a Private in the Signal Corps, U.S. Volunteers, 
and then as a member of the Signal Corps, Regular Army.   
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  The U.S. Army Signal Corps was responsible for tactical and strategic 
communications, including electromagnetic telegraphy and aerial telegraphy 
("wig-wag" signaling).  Its mission entailed battlefield observation, intelligence 
gathering, and artillery fire direction from its elevated signal stations.  
 
10th Regiment, Massachusetts Infantry 
Organized at Springfield June 21, 1861. Moved to Washington, D. C., July 25-28. 
Attached to Couch's Brigade, Division of the Potomac, to October, 1861. Couch's 
Brigade, Buell's (Keyes') Division, Army of the Potomac, to March, 1862. 1st 
Brigade, 1st Division, 4th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to September, 1862. 
1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 6th Army Corps, to October, 1862.  2nd Brigade, 3rd 
Division, 6th Army (Corps, to January, 1864. 4th Brigade, 2nd Division, 6th Army 
Corps, to July, 1864. 

SERVICE.-Duty at Kalorama Heights and Camp Brightwood, Defenses of 
Washington, D. C., till March, 1862.  March to Prospect Hill, Va., March 11-15. 
Embarked at Alexandria for the Peninsula, Virginia, March 25. Siege of Yorktown 
April 5-May 4. Battle of Fair Oaks, Seven Pines, May 31-June 1.  Seven days 
before Richmond June 25-July 1. Oak Grove, near Seven Pines, June 25. White 
Oak Swamp June 30.  Malvern Hill July 1.  At Ball's Bluff till August 16. 
Reconnaissance to Turkey Island August 5-6, and to Haxall's Landing August 8-
11.  Movement to Alexandria August 16-September 1, thence march into Maryland 
September 3-18.  Battle of Antietam September 18.  At Downsville September 18-
October 20. Movement to Stafford C. H.  October 20-November 18, and to Belle 
Plains December 5.  Battle of Fredericksburg, Va., December 12-15.  "Mud 
March" January 20-24, 1863.  Chancellorsville Campaign April 27-May 6.  
Operations at Franklin's Crossing April 29-May 2. Maryes Heights, 
Fredericksburg, May 3.  Salem Heights May 3-4.  Banks' Ford May 4.  Franklin's 
Crossing June 6-7.  Battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 2-4.  Bristoe Campaign October 
9-22.  Rappahannock Station November 7.  Mine Run Campaign November 26-
December 2.  At Brandy Station till May 1, 1864.  Reconnaissance to Madison C. 
H. February 27-March 2.  Rapidan Campaign May-June.  Battles of the Wilderness 
May 5-7.  Spotsylvania May 8-12.  Spotsylvania C. H. May 12-21.  Assault on the 
Salient at Spotsylvania C. H. May 12.  North Anna River May 23-26.  Line of the 
Pamunkey June 26-28.  Totopotomoy May 28-31. Cold Harbor June 1-12.  Before 
Petersburg June 17-19.  Ordered home for muster out June 19. Mustered out July 6, 
1864. 

Regiment lost during service 10 Officers and 124 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 1 Officer and 55 Enlisted men by disease. Total 190. 
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 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
3. http://www.fold3.com/page/632947987_lewis_f_endicott/ 

*** 
 

L.W. ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted on November 3, 1863 at Barry, Clay County, Missouri and was a 
Private with Captain Dan Carpenter’s Independent Company of the Enrolled 
Missouri Militia.  Als Endicott (see above) enlisted in the same unit on the same 
day. 
 
 Source: 
 1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
 2.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details.asp?id=S109171&c 

onflict=Civil%20War&sType=unit&txtUnit=Dan%20Carpenter%20Indepen
dent%20Company%20E.M.M.&selConflict=Civil%20War 

*** 
 
MARSHALL ENDICOTT 
 His name appears as a Private  on the roster of Company K of the 10th 
Indiana Cavalry.  (Interestingly, the name does not appear in he NPS database).  It 
says he resided in Posey County, mustered in with the 10th on March 6, 1964 and 
mustered out on August 31, 1865.   Jesse Endicott (see above) is on the roster for 
Company B.  
 
 
10th Regiment, Indiana Cavalry 
Organized at Columbus, Vincennes, Terre Haute, New Albany and Indianapolis, 
Ind., December 30, 1863, to April 30, 1864. Left State for Nashville, Tenn., May 3, 
1864; thence moved to Pulaski, Tenn., June 1. Attached to District of Northern 
Alabama, Dept. of the Cumberland, to November, 1864. 1st Brigade, 7th Division, 
Wilson's Cavalry Corps, Military Division Mississippi, to March, 1865. 2nd 
Brigade, Grierson's 1st Cavalry Division, Military Division West Mississippi, to 
May, 1865. 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, Military Division West Mississippi, 
to June, 1865. District of Vicksburg, Miss., Dept. of Mississippi, to August, 1865. 
 
SERVICE. Duty at Pulaski, Tenn., and Decatur, Ala., guarding Northern Alabama 
R. R. by detachments until November 26, 1864. Action at Elk River September 2. 
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Sulphur Branch Trestle September 25. Richland Creek, near Pulaski, September 
26. Repulse of Forest's attack on Pulaski September 26-27. Athens October 1-2. A 
Detachment at Decatur, Ala. Siege of Decatur October 26-29. A Detachment 
moved to Murfreesboro, Tenn., and participated in the Siege of Murfreesboro 
December 5-17. "The Cedars" December 5-8. Murfreesboro December 13-14. 
Moved to Nashville, Tenn., November 26. Owen's Cross Roads December 1. 
Battle of Nashville, Tenn., December 15-16. Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee 
River December 17-28. Franklin and Hollow Tree Gap December 17. Sugar Creek, 
Pulaski, December 25-26. Decatur, Ala., December 27-28 (Detachment). Pond 
Springs, Ala., December 29 (Detachment). Russellville December 31 
(Detachment). Detachments brought together February, 1865. Moved to 
Vicksburg, Miss.; thence to New Orleans, La., and to Mobile Bay, Ala., February 
12-March 22. Campaign against Mobile and its defenses March 22-April 12. Siege 
of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely March 26-April 9. Capture of Mobile April 12. 
March to Montgomery April 13-20. March to Columbus and Vicksburg, Miss., and 
Provost duty in Holmes and Attalla Counties till August. Mustered out at 
Vicksburg, Miss., August 31, 1865. 3 Paroled Officers and 35 men lost on Steamer 
"Sultana" April 28, 1865. 
 
Regiment lost during service 1 Officer and 20 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 4 Officers and 157 Enlisted men by disease. Total 182. 
Predecessor unit: Indiana Volunteers 125th Regiment Volunteers.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/125th_in_regiment_soldiers.p

df 
4.  http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
MELVIN CLAYTON ENDICOTT 
 The name is spelled Endecott in some documents.  His name appears as a 
Private on the roster of Company G of the 57th Regiment of the Indiana Infantry.  It 
says he resided in Kokomo and mustered in with Company G on  November 18, 
1861 and then it says, “Died at Corinth Mississippi”  but does not give the cause or 
date.  However, we know from the history of the 57th regiment that it was at the 
siege of Corinth on April 29- May 30, 1862  that captured the city, and then again 
on October 3−4, 1862 to repulse a Confederate attack to try to take it back, which 
failed.  



 285 

 
 His line in America is as follows: 
 

• Governor John Endecott 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• Thomas 
• James 
• Melvin Clayton 

 
57th Indiana Infantry  
Organized at Richmond, Indiana and mustered in for a three year enlistment on 
November 18, 1861. 
The regiment was attached to 21st Brigade, Army of the Ohio, January 1862. 21st 
Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio, to September 1862. 21st Brigade, 6th 
Division, II Corps, Army of the Ohio, to November 1862. 2nd Brigade, 1st 
Division, Left Wing, XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January 1863. 2nd 
Brigade, 1st Division, XXI Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to October 1863. 2nd 
Brigade, 2nd Division, IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to June 1865. 1st 
Brigade, 2nd Division, IV Corps, to August 1865. Department of Texas to 
December 1865. 
The 57th Indiana Infantry mustered out of service at San Antonio, Texas on 
December 14, 1865. 
SERVICE.  At Indianapolis until December 23. Left Indiana for Kentucky 
December 23 and duty at Bardstown and Lebanon, Ky., until February 1862. 
March through central Kentucky to Nashville, Tenn., February 10-March 13, 1862. 
March to Savannah, Tenn., March 21-April 6. Battle of Shiloh, April 6–7. Advance 
on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. 

Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 6. Buell's Campaign in northern Alabama and 
middle Tennessee, along Memphis & Charleston Railroad June to August. March 
to Louisville, Ky., in pursuit of Bragg August 21-September 26. Pursuit of Bragg 
to London, Ky., October 1–22. Battle of Perryville, Ky., October 8. March to 
Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 7, and duty there until December 26. Near 
Nashville December 11. Advance on Murfreesboro December 26–30. Battle of 
Stones River December 30–31, 1862 and January 1–3, 1863. Duty at Murfreesboro 
until June. Reconnaissance to Nolensville and Versailles January 13–15. 
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Tullahoma Campaign June 23-July 7. Camp near Pelham until August 17. Passage 
of the Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga Campaign 
August 17-September 22. Occupation of Chattanooga, September 9, and garrison 
duty there during Chickamauga Campaign. Siege of Chattanooga, September 22-
November 23. Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23–27. Orchard Knob 
November 23–24. Missionary Ridge November 25. Pursuit to Graysville 
November 26–27. March to relief of Knoxville November 28-December 8. 
Operations in eastern Tennessee until April 1864. Operations about Dandridge 
January 16–17. Atlanta Campaign May 1 to September 8. Demonstrations on 
Rocky Faced Ridge and Dalton May 8–13. Buzzard's Roost Gap May 8–9. Battle 
of Resaca May 14–15. Adairsville May 17. Near Kingston May 18–19. Near 
Cassville May 19. Advance on Dallas May 22–25. Operations on line of Pumpkin 
Vine Creek and battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 
25-June 5. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-
July 2. Pine Hill June 10–14. Lost Mountain June 15–17. Assault on Kennesaw 
June 27. Ruff's Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. Chattahoochee River July 
5–17. Buckhead, Nancy's Creek, July 18. Peach Tree Creek July 19–20. Siege of 
Atlanta July 22-August 25. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 25–30. Battle of 
Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Lovejoy's Station September 2–6. Operations 
against Hood in northern Georgia and northern Alabama September 29-November 
3. Nashville Campaign November-December. Columbia, Duck River, November 
24–27. Spring Hill November 29. Battle of Franklin November 30. Battle of 
Nashville December 15–16. Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee River December 17–
28. Moved to Huntsville, Ala., and duty there until March 1865. Operations in 
eastern Tennessee March 15-April 22. At Nashville until June. Ordered to New 
Orleans, La., June 16; thence to Texas July. Duty at Green Lake and San Antonio 
until December. 

The regiment lost a total of 275 men during service; 6 officers and 97 enlisted men 
killed or mortally wounded, 2 officers and 170 enlisted men died of disease. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.fold3.com/document/294841797/ 
3. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/57th_in_infantry_soldiers.pdf 
4. “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor,” Mable 

McFatridge McCloskey, 1943, page 76. 
*** 

 
MOSES FRANCIS ENDICOTT (1839 - 1908)  
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 He was a Private with Company B of the 60th Indiana Infantry.  The 
company roster shows that he mustered with the company on April 14, 1862 and 
was discharged on December 3, 1862 with a disability.  John A. Endicott (see 
above), Orville Endicott (see below), and Samuel H. Endicott (see below) were all 
in Company C.  
  
 The most interesting thing that happened during the time Moses was in the 
60th Indiana was the battle of Munfordsville in Kentucky on September 14-17, 
1862.   
 
 In the 1862 Confederate offensive into Kentucky, General Braxton Bragg's 
army left Chattanooga, Tennessee, in late August and approached Munfordville, a 
station on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad and the location of the railroad 
bridge crossing Green River. 
 
 Union Colonel John T. Wilder commanded the Union garrison at 
Munfordville, which consisted of several regiments including the Indiana 60th and 
extensive fortifications.  After Wilder refused two Confederate demands to 
surrender, he repulsed Confederate attacks on the 14th, forcing them to conduct 
siege operations on the 15th and 16th. 
 
 Late on the 16th, the Confederates asked Wilder to surrender for a third 
time.  Wilder, uncertain as to what he should do, entered enemy lines under a flag 
of truce, and asked Confederate Major  General Simon B. Buckner for his advice 
as an honorable soldier.  At first taken aback and complaining that "this is not how 
such things are done," Buckner at last agreed, with Bragg's consent, to escort 
Wilder to view all the Confederate troops and to convince him of the futility of 
resisting.  Persuaded, Wilder surrendered. 
 
 The formal ceremony occurred the next day, on the 17th.  Seven companies 
of the 60th Indiana were among the Union soldiers captured and then paroled, being 
officially exchanged in November.  But it is not known at this point whether they 
included companies which had Endicotts.  
 
 With the railroad and the bridge, Munfordville was an important 
transportation center, and now Confederate control of it temporarily affected the 
movement of Union supplies and men until the Union recaptured it later.  
 
60th Regiment, Indiana Infantry during time Moses was in it 
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Organized at Evansville and Indianapolis, Ind., February 19 to March 21, 1862. 
Duty at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., guarding prisoners February 22 to June 
20, 1862. Left State for Louisville, Ky., June 20; thence moved to Munfordsville, 
Ky., and duty there till September. Attached to Garrison of Munfordsville, Ky., 
Dept. of the Ohio, to September, 1862. Reorganizing Indianapolis, Ind., to 
November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 10th Division, Right Wing 13th Army Corps (Old), 
Dept. of the Tennessee, to December, 1862.  
 
SERVICE.-Siege of Munfordsville, Ky., September 14-17, 1862. Seven 
Companies captured September 17, paroled and ordered to Indianapolis, Ind. Three 
Companies which escaped capture being detached guarding Railroad Bridge over 
Rolling Fork, near Lebanon; also ordered to Indianapolis. Regiment reorganizing 
at Indianapolis to November. Ordered to Memphis, Tenn., and duty there till 
December 20.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2.  http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
3. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/60th_in_infantry_soldiers.pdf 
4. http://www.battleforthebridge.org/Munfordville.html 

*** 
 

NATHANIEL ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private with Co. E, 26th Regiment E.M.M.  He organized on 
October 18, 1864 at Bolivar and was ordered into active service on October 19, 
1864 at Bolivar by General Holland.  He was relieved from duty November 19, 
1864. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 

*** 
 

NEWTON I. ENDICOTT 
 The middle initial is “J” in some documents.  The roster for Company G of 
the 131st Illinois Infantry shows that he was from Equality, Illinois, mustered in 
with the unit on August 14, 1862, and was transferred to Company D “as consol” 
which presumably means “consolidation.”   On November  15, 1863, the entire 
regiment was consolidated with 29th Illinois Infantry.   
 
131st Regiment Illinois Infantry 
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Organized at Old Fort Massac and mustered in November 13, 1862. Moved to 
Cairo, Ill.; thence to Memphis, Tenn., December 2-7, 1862. Attached to 2nd 
Brigade, 10th Division, 13th Army Corps (Old), Dept. of the Tennessee, 
December, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division. Sherman's Yazoo Expedition, to 
January, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 10th Division, 13th Army Corps. Army of the 
Tennessee, to March, 1863. District of Memphis, Tenn., 5th Division, 16th Army 
Corps, to May, 1863. Detached Brigade, District of Northeast Louisiana, to July, 
1863. Paducah, Ky., District of Columbus, Ky., 6th Division, 16th Army Corps, to 
October, 1863. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 17th Army Corps, to November, 1863. 
 
SERVICE.--At Memphis, Tenn., until December 20, 1862.  Sherman's Yazoo 
Expedition December 20, 1862, to January 3, 1863.  Chickasaw Bayou December 
26-28. Chickasaw Bluffs December 29. Expedition to Arkansas Post, Ark., January 
3-10, 1863. Assault and capture of Fort Hindman, Arkansas Post, January 10-11. 
Moved to Young's Point, La., January 15-22, and duty there until March 2. Moved 
to Memphis, Tenn., March 2-6, and duty there until May 9. Moved to Vicksburg, 
Miss., May 10-12. Near Island No. 82. Mississippi River, May 11. At Milliken's 
Bend, La., guarding supplies until May 24. At Sherman's Landing until July 4. 
Moved to Paducah. Ky., July 20-27, and duty there until October 15. Consolidated 
to a Battalion of 4 Companies September 16. Expedition to Mayfield and Murray, 
Ky., October 15-20. Moved to Vicksburg, Miss., October 20-29. Regiment 
consolidated with 29th Illinois Infantry November 15, 1863.  
 
Regiment lost during service 1 Enlisted man killed and 11 Officers and 282 
Enlisted men by disease. Total 294. 
 
29th Regiment Illinois Infantry from November onward 
District of Jackson, 13th Army Corps (Old), Department of the Tennessee, to 
December, 1862. 1st Brigade, District of Jackson, 16th Army Corps, December, 
1862. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 17th Army Corps, Army of the Tennessee, July to 
December, 1863. Post of Natchez, Miss., District of Vicksburg, Miss., to October, 
1864, Paducah, Ky., to November, 1864. Memphis, Tenn., District of West 
Tennessee, to January, 1865. 1st Brigade, Reserve Corps, Military Division West 
Mississippi, to February, 1865. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, Reserve Corps, Military 
Division West Mississippi, February, 1865. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 13th Army 
Corps (New), Military Division West Mississippi, to July, 1865. Department of 
Texas to November, 1865. 
 
SERVICE.  Grant's Central Mississippi Campaign November 2 to December 20. 
Surrendered at Holly Springs, Miss., December 20, 1862. Paroled and sent to 
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Benton Barracks, Mo. Duty there until July, 1863 (Cos. "D" and "K" escaped 
capture, having been sent to Jackson December 18, 1862. Attached to gunboats 
Tuscumbia, Tyler and Petrel, Mississippi Squadron, February, 1863. Passage of 
Grand Gulf batteries April 29, 1863. Regiment moved to Vicksburg, Miss., July, 
1863, and duty there until December. Moved to Natchez, Miss., December 1, and 
duty there until October, 1864. Operations about Natchez December 2-10, 1863. 
Expedition to Gillespie's Plantation, Black Bayou, August 4-6, 1864. Expedition to 
Buck's Ferry and skirmishes September 19-22. Expedition to Fort Adams October 
5-8. Moved to Memphis, Tenn., thence to Paducah, Ky., October 10-12, and duty 
there until November 26. Moved to Memphis, Tenn., November 26-29. Expedition 
from Memphis to Moscow December 21-31. Moved to Kennersville, La., January 
1-5, 1865; thence to New Orleans, La., February 12-15. Campaign against Mobile, 
Ala., and its defenses February 17-April 12. Siege of Spanish Fort and Fort 
Blakely March 26-April 8. Assault and capture of Fort Blakely April 9. Occupation 
of Mobile April 12, and duty there until June. Moved to Galveston, Texas, June 
26-July 1. Duty at Millican, Hempstead, Brenham and Beaumont, on Texas Central 
R. R. until November. Mustered out November 6 and discharged from service 
November 28, 1865. Regiment lost during service 5 Officers and 70 Enlisted 
men killed and mortally wounded and 3 Officers and 222 Enlisted men by disease. 
Total 300. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. Ancestry.com 
3. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
4. http://www.archive.org/stream/reportofadjutant06illi1#page/598/m

ode/1up 
*** 

 
NORAL A. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on the roster for Company H of the 91st Indiana Infantry.  
(It does not appear, however, in the NPS database.)  The roster says that he 
mustered in with the company on August 5, 1863 and mustered out on March 23, 
1864.  Jesse Endicott (see above) was in the same company.  
 
91st Regiment, Indiana Infantry while Jesse was in it 
Organized as a Battalion of seven Companies at Evansville, Ind., and mustered in 
October 1, 1862. Left State for Henderson, Ky., October 10. Attached to District of 
Western Kentucky, Dept. of the Ohio, to June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 
23rd Army Corps, Army Ohio, to August, 1863. Russellville, Ky., 1st Division, 
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23rd Army Corps, to October, 1863. District of Southwest Kentucky, Dept. of the 
Ohio, October, 1863. District of Somerset, Ky., 1st Division, 23rd Army Corps, to 
January, 1864. District of the Clinch, Dept. of the Ohio, to April, 1864.  
 
SERVICE.  Duty at Henderson, Madisonville and Smithlands, Ky., till June, 1863. 
Pursuit of Morgan to Burkesville June 15-23. (Cos. "H," "G" and "K" organized 
September, 1868.) Duty at Russellville till September 25. (Cos. "G," "H" and "K" 
joined at Russellville.) Ordered to Nashville, Tenn., September 25. Duty at 
Nashville, Tenn., Camp Nelson, Ky., and Camp Burnside, Ky., until January, 
1864.  At Cumberland Gap January to May, 1864. Wyerman's Mills February 22, 
1864 (Co. "A"). Cumberland Gap February 22 (Detachment) 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
2. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/91st_in_infantry_s

oldiers.pdf 
*** 

 
ORVILLE A. ENDICOTT 
 The first name is Arval on some documents.  He was a Private with 
Company C of the 60th Indiana Infantry.  His name appears on the roster for the 
regiment and it shows he  mustered with the company on March 7, 1862 and was 
discharged on December 3, 1862 with a disability.   The roster shows 3 other 
Endicotts in the regiment, Henry C. Endicott (see above); and Privates John A. 
Endicott (see above) and Samuel H. Endicott (see below).  Of the 4 Endicotts in 
the regiment, one was killed and two were discharged with disabilities.  
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
3. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/60th_in_infantry_soldiers.pdf 
4. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 

*** 
 

OWEN S. ENDICOTT  
  According to the NPS database, he was a Private with Company F of the 
25th New Jersey Infantry, a unit that was at Fredericksburg.  Unfortunately, we 
don’t have a roster for the 25th New Jersey, so we can’t be sure when he served, but 
we do know that Companies "B," "D, "F." "G" and "I" mustered in on September 
26, 1862 and mustered out at Beverly, New Jersey on June 20, 1863 and that time 
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period includes the battle of Fredericksburg.  He’s buried in the Irish Grove 
Cemetery in Menard, Illinois.  
   
25th Regiment, New Jersey Infantry  
Organized at Beverly, N. J., and mustered in Companies "A," "C," "E," "H" and 
"K" September 18, and Companies "B," "D,” "F." "G" and "I" September 26, 1862.  
Left State for Washington, D. C., October 10, 1862. Attached to 2nd Brigade, 
Casey's Division, Defences of Washington, to December, 1862. 1st Brigade, 3rd 
Division, 9th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to February, 1863. 3rd Brigade, 
3rd Division, 9th Army Corps, to April, 1863. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 7th 
Army Corps, Dept. of Virginia, to June, 1863. 

SERVICE. Camp on East Capital Hill and picket at Fairfax Seminary until 
November 30, 1862.  March to Aquia Creek, Va., November 30-December 8, 
thence to Falmouth, Va. Battle of Fredericksburg, Va., December 12-15, 1862.  
Camp near Falmouth till February 11, 1863. "Mud March" January 20-24. Moved 
to Newport News, Va., February 11, and duty there unit March 13.  Picket at Fort 
Jericho near Dismal Swamp till April 10.  Siege of Suffolk April 11-May 4. Near 
Suffolk, Reed's Ferry, Nansemond Church Road May 3. Siege of Suffolk raised 
May 4. Constructing Fort New Jersey near Norfolk, Va., May 10 to June 4. Moved 
to Portsmouth June 4. At Camp Cadwallader, Beverly, N. J., June 8-20. Mustered 
out at Beverly, N. J., June 20, 1863. 

Regiment lost during service 1 Officer and 19 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 37 Enlisted men by disease. Total 57. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. 1929 Illinois Roll of Honor (War Veteran Burials) 

*** 
 
PATRICK ENDICOTT 
 The name is spelled Endecott in some documents.  He appears as Private 
Patrick Endicott on the roster of Company D of  the 91st Indiana Infantry.  It shows 
that he was from Poseyville, mustered in with the company on August 20, 1862 
and mustered out on June 6, 1965.   There is also  a Sergeant George F. Endicott on 
the roster (see above).  The regiment participated in General Sherman’s Atlanta 
campaign. 
 
91st Indiana Infantry 
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Col., John Mehringer; Lieut. -Cols., John Mehringer, Charles H. Butterfield; Majs., 
Charles H. Butterfield, James S. Carson. This regiment was organized at 
Evansville, with but seven companies, in Aug., 1862, and was formed into a 
battalion and mustered in Oct. 1. It left the state on Oct. 10, for Henderson, Ky., 
from where in detachments it was sent to Madisonville and Smithland for guard 
duty. The detachments reunited June 15, 1863, and moved in pursuit of Morgan's 
forces, via Russellville, Bowling Green and Burkesville. Three companies, H, I 
and K, were sent on Sept. 11, to complete the regimental organization and Lieut. -
Col. Mehringer was made colonel. It then moved to Nashville, back to Russellville, 
thence to Camp Nelson, and finally to Cumberland Gap, where Co. A had a sharp 
fight with a force of 1,200. On May 17 the regiment moved by way of Knoxville 
and Cleveland to Kingston, Ga., where it joined Sherman's army for the Atlanta 
campaign. It was assigned to 1st brigade, 2nd division, 23d corps, was engaged 
near Pine mountain, in the skirmishing about Kennesaw mountain, and was 
actively engaged at New Hope Church. With its corps it effected a lodgment on the 
east bank of the Chattahoochee River July 7 ; was in a heavy skirmish at Decatur, 
fought at Peachtree creek, before Atlanta on the 22nd, and at Utoy creek. On Aug. 
12 it was transferred from the 1st to the 3d brigade, and joined the movement to the 
right, aiding in the destruction of the railroad near Rough and Ready. It went into 
camp at Decatur Sept. 8, and moved on Oct. 4, in pursuit of Hood, proceeding as 
far as Gaylesville and Cedar bluffs, where its corps was detached and ordered to 
join Gen. Thomas. Proceeding to Chattanooga, Nashville, Columbia and 
Centerville and back to Nashville, it took part in the battles at Franklin Nov. 30, 
and at Nashville in December. Marching to Clifton, it took steamer for Cincinnati, 
moved thence by rail for Washington city, and then by steamer to Wilmington, N. 
C, its corps landing near the mouth of the Cape Fear river Feb. 9, and capturing 
Wilmington. Marching to Goldsboro and Raleigh, it was in camp from April 14 to 
May 3, 1865, then moved to Salisbury and remained there until June 26, 1865, 
when it was mustered out. Cos. H, I and K and recruits were transferred to other 
regiments. The original strength of the 91st was 1,207; gain by recruits, 161; total, 
1,368. Loss by death, 135; desertion. 82; unaccounted for, 155. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.fold3.com/document/294841841/ 
3. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/91st_in_infantry_s

oldiers.pdf 
*** 

 
PETER ENDICOTT 
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 The NPS database shows him as a Private in Compamy K of the 18th Ohio 
Infantry.   
 
18th Regiment, Ohio Infantry 
Organized at Athens, Ohio, August 16 to September 28, 1861. Moved to Camp 
Dennison, Ohio, and organization there completed November 4, 1861. Moved to 
Louisville, Ky., November 6, thence to Elizabethtown, Ky., November 15. 
Attached to 8th Brigade, Army of the Ohio to December, 1861. 8th Brigade, 3rd 
Division, Army of the Ohio, to July, 1862. Unattached, Railroad Guard, Army 
Ohio, to September, 1862. 29th Brigade, 8th Division, Army Ohio, to November, 
1862. 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, Center 14th Army Corps, Army of the 
Cumberland, to January, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 14th Army Corps, to 
October, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, 14th Army Corps, to November, 1863. 
Engineer Brigade, Dept. of the Cumberland, to November, 1864. 
 
SERVICE.  Duty at Elizabethtown and Bacon Creek, Ky., November, 1861, to 
February, 1862. Advance on Bowling Green, Ky., February 10-15, and on 
Nashville, Tenn., February 18-25. Occupation of Nashville, Tenn., February 25-
March 18. Reconnaissance to Shelbyville, Tullahoma and McMinnville March 25-
28.  To Fayetteville April 7.  Expedition to Huntsville, Ala., April 10-11.  Capture 
of Huntsville April 11.  Advance on and capture of Decatur April 11-14. 
Operations near Athens, Limestone Bridge, Mooresville and Elk River May 1-2. 
Near Pulaski and near Bridgeport May 1.  Moved to Fayetteville May 31. Negley's 
Expedition to Chattanooga June 1-15.  At Battle Creek till July 11. Guard duty 
along Tennessee & Alabama Railroad from Tullahoma to McMinnville till 
September.  Short Mountain Road and McMinnville August 29 (Cos. "A" and "I"). 
Retreat to Nashville, Tenn. Siege of Nashville September 12-November 7. Near 
Lavergne October 7. Duty at Nashville till December 26.  Advance on 
Murfreesboro December 26-30. Battle of Stone's River December 30-31, 1862, and 
January 1-3, 1863.  Duty at Murfreesboro till June.  Middle Tennessee or 
Tullahoma Campaign June 23-July 7. Occupation of Middle Tennessee till August 
16. Passage of Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga 
(Ga.) Campaign August 16-September 22.  Davis Cross Roads or Dug Gap 
September 11. Battle of Chickamauga September 19-21.  Rossville Gap September 
21.  Siege of Chattanooga, Tenn., September 24-November 23. Re-opening 
Tennessee River October 26-29.  Brown's Ferry October 27. Chattanooga-
Ringgold Campaign November 23-27.  Orchard Knob November 23-24. 
Missionary Ridge November 25.  Engaged in Engineer duty at Chattanooga till 
October 20, 1864.  Mustered out November 9, 1864. 
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Regiment lost during service 4 Officers and 72 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 1 Officer and 107 Enlisted men by disease. Total 184. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
PETER SNIEDEKER ENDICOTT (1842 – April 29, 1862)  
 He resided in Beverly, Ohio and enlisted on April 23,1861 at the age of 20 
as a Corporal in Company D of the 63rd Ohio Infantry.  He died on April 29, 1862, 
presumably at Corinth, and is buried in the Mount Olive Cemetery in Canter, 
Morgan County, Ohio. 
 
 His line in America: 
 *   John 

• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Samuel 
• Charles 
• Charles 
• Peter Sniedeker 

 
63rd Regiment, Ohio Infantry while Peter was in it 
Organized at Marietta, Ohio, by consolidation of Battalions of the 22nd and 63rd 
Ohio Infantry January 25, 1862. Moved to Paducah, Ky., February 18-23, thence to 
Commerce, Mo. Attached to 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Army of the Mississippi, to 
April, 1862 

SERVICE.-Operations against New Madrid, Mo., March 3-14, 1862. Siege and 
capture of Island Number 10, Mississippi River, and pursuit to Tiptonville, March 
15-April 8. Tiptonville April 8. Expedition to Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 13-17. 
Moved to Hamburg Landing, Tenn., April 18-23. Action at Monterey April 29. 
Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30.  

 Sources: 
1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://www.ohiocivilwar.org/index.php?option=com_mtree&task=listcats&cat

_id=237597&Itemid=384 
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3. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John 
Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 208 

4. Ancestry.com 
5. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 

*** 
 
REASON PARIS ENDICOTT (October 17, 1850 – April 9, 1934) 
 He was a Private with Co D, 51st Missouri Infantry (Captain Herrick).  He 
enlisted on March 16, 1865 at St. Joseph, Missouri and mustered in on March 18, 
1865,  also at St. Joseph.    
 
 His line in America is as follows: 

• Governor John 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• Moses 
• James 
• James 
• Jacob 
• Reason Paris  

 
51st Regiment, Missouri Infantry  
Organized at St. Joseph, Mo., March 1 to April 14, 1865. Stationed at St. Louis, 
and in the Dept. of Missouri. Mustered out August 31, 1865.   Regiment lost 
during service 2 Enlisted men killed and 47 Enlisted men by disease. Total 49. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
3. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
4. Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor, Mabel McFatridge 

McCloskey, 1943, page242 
*** 

 
RICHARD H. ENDICOTT 
  He was a Private with Co K, 18th Missouri Infantry (Captain Edgar).  There 
is no roster available for the 18th Missouri, but we know from other sources that he 
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enlisted on January 4, 1862 at Ridgley, Missouri,  was mustered in on February 28, 
1862 at Benton Barracks, Missouri, and was discharged for disability on April 4, 
1862.  
 
 There is also a record of a Richard H. Indicutt (aka Indicott) who was a 
Private with Companies A and B of the 4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry and it 
seems probable that this is the same man. 
 
18th Regiment, Missouri Infantry  
Organized at Laclede, Mo., July to November, 1861. Attached to District of St. 
Louis, Dept. of Missouri, to March, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the 
Tennessee, to July, 1862.  

SERVICE. Duty on Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad during summer and fall of 
1861. At Weston, Mo., till December, Ordered from St. Louis to Cairo, Ill., 
December 22. At Bird's Point, Mo., till March, 1862.  

 Sources: 
 1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
 2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
 3.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details.asp?id=S109184&conflic 
 t=Civil%20War&txtName=endicott&selConflict=All&txtUnit=&rbBranch  
           =all# 

*** 
 
SAMUEL ENDICOTT 
  He enlisted  on May 21, 1864 and served in Company H of the 68th 
Kentucky Infantry (Enrolled Militia).   His name appears on a fragment of the 
roster for the company, with the title “all men served from May 21, 1864 to June 
22, 1864.”  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
2. Ancestry.com 
3. Endicotts.___etc,__NPS.GOV.pdf supplied by Donna Eberling 
4. http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~kylawren/LCM_CW_68_H.ht

m 
*** 

 
SAMUEL H. ENDICOTT (1836 - ?)  
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 The name is spelled Endecott in some documents.  He resided in Wadesville, 
Indiana.  His name appears on the roster for Company C  of the 60th Indiana 
Infantry and it shows he mustered with the regiment on March 7, 1862, but it does 
not give a mustering out date for him.   
 
 The roster also shows 4 other Endicotts in the regiment, Moses Endicott (see 
above), Henry C. Endicott (see above); and Privates John A. Endicott (see above) 
and Orville  Endicott (see above).  Of the 4 Endicotts in the regiment, one was 
killed (Henry C.) and 3 were discharged with disabilities (John A. Moses, and 
Orville).  
 
 The roster for Company I of the 60th Indiana also shows Samuel H. on it, as 
a Corporal, having mustered in on October 15, 1861, and mustering out on 
December 31, 1864.   Perhaps 1861 is a typo and it should be 1863 or 1864.  
 
 In her book “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor,” Mable 
McFatridge McCloskey says that he was a 1st Lieutenant in Company I of the 16th 
Regiment.  Presumably she meant the 16th Indiana, but the name does not appear 
on any rosters for the 16th, so apparently that is wrong.  
 
60th Regiment, Indiana Infantry  
Organized at Evansville and Indianapolis, Ind., February 19 to March 21, 1862. 
Duty at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., guarding prisoners February 22 to June 
20, 1862. Left State for Louisville, Ky., June 20; thence moved to Munfordsville, 
Ky., and duty there till September. Attached to Garrison of Munfordsville, Ky., 
Dept. of the Ohio, to September, 1862. Reorganizing Indianapolis, Ind., to 
November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 10th Division, Right Wing 13th Army Corps (Old), 
Dept. of the Tennessee, to December, 1862. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, Sherman's 
Yazoo Expedition, to January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 10th Division, 13th Army Corps, 
Army of the Tennessee, to August, 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 13th Army 
Corps, Dept. of the Gulf, to June, 1864. District of LaFourche, Dept. of the Gulf, to 
December, 1864. District of Southern Alabama, Dept. of the Gulf, to February, 
1865. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Reserve Corps, Military Division West 
Mississippi, February, 1865. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 13th Army Corps (New), 
Military Division West Mississippi, February, 1865.   

SERVICE. Siege of Munfordsville, Ky., September 14-17, 1862. Seven 
Companies captured September 17, paroled and ordered to Indianapolis, Ind. Three 
Companies which escaped capture being detached guarding Railroad Bridge over 
Rolling Fork, near Lebanon; also ordered to Indianapolis. Regiment reorganizing 
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at Indianapolis to November. Ordered to Memphis, Tenn., and duty there till 
December 20. Sherman's Yazoo Expedition December 20, 1862, to January 3, 
1863. Expedition from Milliken's Bend, La., to Dallas Station and Delhi December 
25-26. Chickasaw Bayou December 26-28. Chickasaw Bluff December 29. 
Expedition to Arkansas Post, Ark., January 3-10, 1863. Assault and capture of 
Fort Hindman, Arkansas Post, January 10-11. Moved to Young's Point, La., 
January 17. Expedition to Greenville, Miss., and Cypress Bend, Ark., February 14-
29. Duty at Young's Point and Milliken's Bend till April. Movement on Bruinsburg 
and turning Grand Gulf April 25-30. Battle of Port Gibson May 1. Battle of 
Champion's Hill May 16. Siege of Vicksburg, Miss., May 18-July 4, 1863.  
Assaults on Vicksburg May 19 and 22. Advance on Jackson, Miss., July 4-10. 
Siege of Jackson July 10-17. Moved to New Orleans, La., August 24. Expedition 
to New and Amite Rivers September 24-29. Western Louisiana "Teche" Campaign 
October 3-November 30. Action at Grand Coteau November 3. Moved to Algiers 
December 13, thence to Texas December 18. Duty at Du Crow's Point and Pass 
Cavallo till March, 1864. Moved to Algiers, La., thence to Alexandria, La. Red 
River Campaign April 26-May 20. Retreat to Morganza May 13-20. Duty at 
Thibodeaux till November, and at Algiers till February 24, 1865. Veterans and 
Recruits transferred to 26th Indiana Infantry February 24. Regiment mustered out 
March 11, 1865.  Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 43 Enlisted men 
killed and mortally wounded and 3 Officers and 165 Enlisted men by disease. 
Total 213. 

 Sources: 
1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/CivilWar.html 
3. Fold3 supplied by Donna Eberling 
4. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/60th_in_infantry_soldiers.pdf 
5. “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor,” Mable 

McFatridge McCloskey, 1943, page 87 
*** 

 
SAMUEL ENDICOTT (1844 - ?) 
 He resided in Prairie County, Illinois.  He was a Private with Company C, 
40th Illinois Infantry and was discharged for disability on April 13, 1863.  He was 
the son of Dr. Samuel Endicott and his descent from Governor John Endecott is as 
follows: 

• John (b. 1588) 
• Zerubbabel (b. 1635) 
• Joseph (b.1672) 
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• Joseph (b. 1737) 
• Moses (1759) 
• Dr. Samuel (b. 1807) 
• Samuel (b. 1844) 

 
40th Regiment, Illinois Infantry 
Organized at Springfield, Ill., and mustered in August 10, 1861. Moved to 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., August 13, 1861, thence to Bird's Point, Mo., August 30, 
and to Paducah, Ky., September 8. Attached to District of Paducah, Ky., to March, 
1862. 1st Brigade, 5th Division, Army of the Tennessee, to May, 1862. 2nd 
Brigade, 5th Division, Army Tennessee, to July, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 5th Division, 
District of Memphis, Tenn., to November, 1862. 2nd Brigade, District of 
Memphis, Right Wing 13th Army Corps (Old), Dept. of the Tennessee, November, 
1862. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 13th Army Corps, to December, 1862. 1st Brigade, 
1st Division, 17th Army Corps, Army of the Tennessee, to January, 1863. 2nd 
Brigade, lst Division, 16th Army Corps, to July, 1863.  
 
SERVICE: 
Duty at Paducah, Ky., till March, 1862. Demonstrations on Columbus, Ky., 
November 7-9, 1861. Moved to Savannah, Tenn., March 10-14, 1862. Expedition 
to Yellow Creek, Miss., and occupation of Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., March 14-17. 
Battle of Shiloh, Tenn., April 6-7. Corinth Road April 8. Advance on and siege of 
Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. March to Memphis, Tenn., via LaGrange Grand 
Junction and Holly Springs, June 1 to July 21. Duty at Memphis till November 21. 
Sherman's Tallahatchie March November 26-December 12. At Davis' Mills and 
scouting in Northern Mississippi till April, 1863.  
 
Regiment lost during service 6 Officers and 119 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 4 Officers and 117 Enlisted men by disease. Total 246.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-regiments-

detail.htm?regiment_id=UIL0040RI 
3. civilwar.ilgenweb.net/r050/040-c-in.html  and other research as 

contributed by Donna Eberling. 
*** 

SAMUEL H. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Private with Co B, 1st Battalion, Cavalry, Mississippi Marine 
Brigade (Captain Brown), which is a Union unit.  He enlisted in 1863 at Benton 
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Barracks.  He mustered in on January 19, 1863 also at Benton Barracks., but was 
discharged only a month later, on February 22, 1863 for reasons of disability.  The 
NPS database has him but without the middle initial H. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
SOLOMON SAMUEL ENDICOTT (July 31, 1848 – July 11, 1933) 
 He was born near Darlngton , Indiana.  He was a Private with  Co F, 43rd 
Missouri Infantry (Captain Flint).  He enlisted on August 13, 1864 and was 
mustered in September 6, 1864 at St. Joseph, Missouri.  He was mustered out June 
30, 1865 at Benton Barracks, Missouri.  His line in America: 

• John 
• Zerbubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas  
• Moses 
• James 
• Jacob 
• Solomon Samuel  

 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

 2. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
 3.  Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John        
Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 100. 
 4. Ancestry.com 

  5. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
*** 

 
THEOPOLAS ENDICOTT 
 The first name is spelled Theopelas in some documents.  He resided in the 
District of Columbia and was a Private in Company D of the 4th Battalion of the 
District of Columbia Infantry (3 months, 1861).   
 



 302 

 The “Fourth District of Columbia Militia Battalion Infantry” as it was 
officially known, was organized in Washington, DC on May 3, 1861.  Its 4 
companies were mustered in between April 11 – 24, 1861 and mustered out at 
Washington between July 10-17, 1861.   Two companies were stationed at Little 
Falls, another at the Virginia end of “Long Bridge.”  From June 4-14, 1861, the 
entire Battalion was stationed at Camp Jim Davis, near the Chain Bridge, above 
Georgetown, D. C., on the Maryland side and was assigned to guard duty there. 
 
 In 1858, a man named Theophilus Endicott, who born in Devon, England 
tried to get into the Royal Marines but was rejected.  Could this be the same man?  
The unusual first name suggests that it could be. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm 

2. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
3. Ancestry.com 

*** 
 
THOMAS ENDICOTT   
 He resided in Hancock County, Indiana, and enlisted on May 15, 1861. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 
THOMAS ENDICOTT   
 He resided in Kokomo, Indiana and enlisted on December 30, 1863.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 
THOMAS H.  ENDICOTT 
 The name appears as Endecott on some documents.  He appears as a First 
Sergeant on the roster for Company F, 80th Indiana Infantry.  It says he resided in 
Cynthiana and mustered in with the Company on August 18, 1862 and was 
discharged on September 25, 1863.  
 
80th Regiment, Indiana Infantry while he was in it 
Organized at Princeton and Indianapolis, Ind., and mustered in September 8, 1862. 
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Left State for Covington, Ky., September 9, thence moved to Louisville, Ky. 
Attached to 34th Brigade, 10th Division, Army of the Ohio, September, 1862. 34th 
Brigade, 10th Division, 1st Corps, Army of the Ohio, to November, 1862. District 
of Western Kentucky, Dept. of the Ohio, to June, 1863.  2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, 
23rd Army Corps, Dept. Ohio, to August, 1863.  
 
SERVICE: 
Pursuit of Bragg into Kentucky October 1-15, 1862.  Battle of Perryville, Ky., 
October 8. Moved to Lebanon, Ky., and duty there till December.  Pursuit of 
Morgan to the Cumberland River December 22, 1862, to January 2, 1863.  Duty at 
Elizabethtown, Ky., till March, and at Woodsonville till August.  Pursuit of 
Morgan June 20-July 5.  Burnside's Campaign in East Tennessee August 16-
October 17.  March over Cumberland Mountains to Knoxville August 16-
September 3.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. Ancestry.com 

*** 
 
THOMAS H.  ENDICOTT 
 The name is spelled Endecott on some documents.  According to the NPS 
database, he entered as a Private and finished as a Sergeant with Company A, 139th 
Indiana Infantry (100 days).  And sure enough his name is on a roster of the 
Company although it doesn’t say anything about when exactly he was in the 
company or what happened to him afterwards.   
 
139th Indiana Infantry (100 days, 1864) 
Organized at Indianapolis, Indiana., and mustered in June 5, 1864.  Ordered to 
Tennessee and assigned to Railroad Guard duty in Tennessee and Alabama, Dept. 
of the Cumberland, until September.  Mustered out September 29, 1865.  Lost 
during service 11 by disease. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://civil-war-soldiers.findthedata.org/l/1661193/Thomas-H-

Endicott 
*** 

 
THOMAS HENRY ENDICOTT (November 24, 1842 – August 5, 1864) 
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 He was born in Rush County, Indiana,  the son of James Clayton Endicott 
and Riller Jones.  He was married to Janette Franklin and had 2 children,  Cecil 
Endicott (June 9, 1864 - ?) and Celia (June 9, 1864 - ?).  (Another source says he 
had only one daughter).  
 
 According to “History of Howard County, Indiana,” in the section “solders 
who died in the service,” he was in Company A of the 130th Indiana Infantry.  
Indeed, the roster shows his name as a Sergeant having resided in Kokomo, 
Indiana, and having mustered with the regiment on December 30, 1863.  It also 
shows him having been “killed near Atlanta, Ga, Aug. 5, ‘64.”  
 
 The story is that he was killed when he went for water for cooking purposes 
and was shot by a sniper.  The date of death coincides with the first day of the 
battle of Utoy Creek on August 5-7, 1864, which was part of siege of Atlanta (May 
7 – September 2, 1864).  
 
 Thomas Henry is buried in the Marietta National Cemetery in Marietta, 
Georgia.  His line in America is as follows:   

• John 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph  
• Thomas 
• Thomas 
• James 
• Thomas Henry 

 
 Sources: 

1. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John  
Endecott, Governor”, 1943, p. 76. 

2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
3. http://records.ancestry.com/Thomas_Henry_Endicott_records.ashx?pid=2581

6557 
4. http://files.usgwarchives.net/in/howard/history/1909/historyo/soldiers17nms.t

xt 
5. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/130th_in_infantry_

soldiers.pdf 
*** 

 
THOMAS JEFFERSON ENDICOTT (December 7, 1844 - August 31, 1909) 



 305 

       The name is spelled Endecott in some documents.  While there is no roster 
available for him, we know from other sources that he was born in Missouri and on 
April 3, 1865, he enlisted as a Private in Company B, 13th Regiment of the 
Missouri Cavalry under W.D. Hubbard.  It is said he moved to Miami County, 
Kansas in 1881.  But records show that he died in Cass Country, Missouri. 
 
 While Thomas served in the Union Army, there is a family story that he met 
several Confederate members of the Clayton Welsh Endecott (see above) family on 
a battlefield while helping the wounded.   Unfortunately, there are two problems 
with the story that make it hard to corroborate.  First, according to the story, 
Thomas was  son of Clayton Welsh Endecott -- but we know that is not true.  
However, he may have been a relative, a proposition that is now being researched.   
 
 The second problem with the story is Thomas’s enlistment date.  Since 
Thomas enlisted in April, 1865, and the war was effectively over in May, there is a 
very short window in which he could have met Clayton Welsh on a battlefield. 
Comparing the regimental histories of the two men, it would seem that a skirmish 
near Waynesvill on May 23, 1865 would have been the only possibility.  
 
13th Regiment, Missouri Cavalry 
Organized at St. Louis, Mo., September, 1864, to February, 1865, from Veterans of 
Missouri State Militia Regiments. Attached to District of Rolla and Dept. of 
Missouri to July, 1866. 
 
SERVICE. At St. Louis, Mo., until September, 1864. Operations against Price 
September to November.  Actions at Glasgow, Mo., October 15.  Little Blue 
October 21.  Lexington October 21.  Independence October 22. Mine Creek, Little 
Osage River, Marais des Cygnes, October 25.  Carthage October 26.  Duty at Rolla 
until May, 1865.  Operations about Stephenson's Mill March 22-23, 1865 
(Detachment). Scout from Waynesville March 29-April 2 (Detachment).  Scout 
from Rolla April 21-27 (Co. "M").  Skirmish, Spring Valley, April 23 (Co. "M"). 
Skirmish near Waynesville May 23 (Detachment).  Moved to Fort Larned, Kan., 
and duty in District of the Plains, operating against Indians, until July, 1866. 
Mustered out July 3, 1866. 
 
Regiment lost during service 11 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 28 
Enlisted men by disease. Total 39. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/f/r/e/Eric-Skylar-
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Freeman/WEBSITE-0001/UHP-0441.html 
2. http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ajobebrown&id=I62342   
3. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-regiments-

detail.htm?regiment_id=UMO0013RC         
*** 

 
THOMAS T. ENDICOTT 
 The middle initial is given and H on some documents.  According to the 
NPA database, he was a Private with Company B of the 12th Indiana Infantry for 
one year.  Unfortunately there is no roster available for Company B for this period 
(although on a roster of the 58th for 3 years service, there is and Joseph N. Endicott 
appears on it.) 
 
12th Regiment, Indiana Infantry (1 year) 
Organized at Indianapolis, Ind., for one year's State service May 11, 1861. Moved 
to Evansville, Ind., June 11. Transferred to U. S. service July 18, 1861. Left State 
for Baltimore, Md., July 23; thence moved to Sandy Hook, Md., July 28.  Attached 
to Abercrombie's Brigade, Banks' Dept. of the Shenandoah, to October, 1861.  
Abercrombie's Brigade, Bank's Division, Army of the Potomac, to March, 1862.  
2nd Brigade, Williams' 1st Division, Banks' 5th Army Corps, to April, 1862, and 
Dept. of the Shenandoah to May, 1862. 
 
SERVICE. Duty at Harper's Ferry, W. Va., Williamsport and Sharpsburg, Md., 
until March, 1862.  Advance on Winchester, Va., March 1-12.  Skirmish at 
Stephenson's Station, near Winchester, March 11.  Operations in the Shenandoah 
Valley until April.  Duty at Warrenton Junction, Va., April 3-May 5. 
Reconnaissance to Rappahannock River and skirmish at Rappahannock Crossing 
April 18. March to Washington, D. C., May 5, and mustered out May 14, 1862. 
Expiration of term.  Regiment lost during service 24 Enlisted men by disease. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

*** 
 
WILLIAM ENDICOTT 
 He resided in Lebanon, Indiana and enlisted on August 11, 1862.   
 
 Sources: 
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  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
*** 

 
WILLIAM ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted on October 30, 1863, serving for Kentucky and the Union.  This 
is probably William F. Endicott (see below), but since there is no roster for the 14th 
Kentucky Infantry that William F. was in, it’s impossible to know for sure. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER ENDICOTT (August 21, 1828 - April 2, 1865) 
 He was born in Harrison County, Kentucky.  But he moved to Prairie Du 
Chien, Wisconsin, where he was a farmer.  He entered the army on November 14, 
1863,  and it is said that he was drafted into the 37th Wisconsin Volunteers and 
served in Company H.   
 
 He entered as a Private  and worked his way up to Sergeant before he was 
killed at Petersburg, Virginia.  He was shot in the left temple one day before the 
end of that campaign.  He is buried in Basswood Cemetery, Richland Co., 
Wisconsin.  He married Sarah Jane DeSpain, August 30, 1849, in Montgomery 
Co., Indiana.  
 
 His line in America: 
  * John 
  * Zerubbabel 
  * Joseph 
  * Joseph 
  * Joseph 
  * Joseph 
  * William Harrison 
  * William Alexander 
 
 He was the son of William Harrison Endicott who served in the War of 1812 
(see above).  
 
 The 1850 Census showed William A. and his family living in the household 
of his father.  
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         Petersburg was a crucial battle, consisting of two parts, from June 9, 1864, to 
March 25, 1865.  The first was a series of costly Union attacks on the city, which 
resulted in failure, and the second was a 9-month siege that was so successful for 
the Union that it led directly to the end of the war. 
  
         Both sides saw Petersburg as the gateway to Richmond, the capital of the 
Confederacy, only 20 miles away to the north, which is why General Robert E. Lee 
had constructed strong entrenchments around Petersburg by the summer of 
1864.   After several attacks which were repulsed with great losses, General 
Ulysses S. Grant laid siege to the city.  
  
         But it was not a classic military siege, in which a city is surrounded and all 
supply lines are cut off, nor was it strictly limited to actions against Petersburg. 
The campaign was nine months of trench warfare, foreshadowing WWI, in which 
Union forces constructed trench lines that eventually extended over 30 miles from 
the eastern outskirts of Richmond to around the eastern and southern outskirts of 
Petersburg. 
  
         At least 5 Endicotts were in units that fought in either one or both phases of 
the Petersburg campaign – Ingersoll Endicott, James M. Endicott,  Lewis F. 
Endicott, William E. Endicott, and William A. Endicott.  William A. Endicott was 
killed there, and William E. Endicott was captured there. 
  
         As a result of the siege, General Lee realized that his position in Petersburg 
was untenable and he abandoned both Petersburg and Richmond during the night 
of April 2-3, 1865, and retreated west 95 miles before surrendering at the village of 
Appomattox Court House on Palm Sunday, April 9, 1865. 
 
 William was killed on April 2, the very last day of the Petersburg campaign.  
He was part of an attack that General Grant had ordered on that day.  The National 
Park Service has identified the place he died as being close to I 95 across from the 
monument to Colonel William W. Gowen, which is located at the intersection of 
South Crater Road and South Sycamore Street.  
  
General Notes:  
William Alexander was drafted into the 37th Wisconsin Volunteers and served in 
Company H from November 14, 1863 to the date of his death. 
 
His record stated that he enlisted at Prairie Du Chien, Wisconsin and was present at 
the General Rendezvous at Madison on April 30, 1864. His physical description 
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was given at 5' 9 1/2 " tall with blue eyes and brown hair.  His complexion was 
described as dark.  
 
William was wounded while on picket duty on August 12, 1864 and was sent to 
the hospital.  No details of his wound are given, but according to the Shannon 
History written by Della Shannon-Goplin, he was sent home on leave at some time 
during the conflict.  He was promoted to Sergeant when he returned to active duty 
on January 1, 1865.  
 
William's rate of pay as a Sergeant was $20.00 per month.  After his death, much 
of his gear was removed from his body before the burial detail arrived, as the 
record contains an inventory of items buried with him.  
 
When his final pay of $61.33 was sent to Sarah, William's enlistment $100 bounty 
was also sent.  From that was deducted $69.46 for the clothing and equipment 
which had been looted from William's body.  
 
Military and Pension file of William A. Endicott # P 330818-B. 
 
Nancy Endicott-Shannon related to her grandson, Rollie Shannon, the last 
recollection she had of her father [this was presumably when he was returning to 
the war after being home on leave -- ed.]..."The family ate supper together and he 
kissed all the children goodnight."   Nancy remembered hearing him play his violin 
late into the night.  She woke up to the sound of the house door closing and heard 
her father tell the family dog to stay at the house and not follow him.  The family 
never saw him again.  
 
William Alexander was also a founder of the Brier Creek United Brethren 
Church in Franklin Co., Indiana, before the war. 
 
Burial: Thompson's Richland Co. Cemeteries Report cited a memorial had been 
placed in Basswood Cemetery to the memory of William Alexander Endicott. 
 
William and Sarah lived in Montgomery Co., Indiana until about 1858.. Then they 
moved to Richland Co., Wisconsin. They were farmers. 
 
37th Regiment, Wisconsin Infantry  
Organized at Madison, Wis., April 9, 1864. Left State for Washington, D. C., April 
28 (Cos. "A" to "F"). Two more Companies, "H" and "I," join at Maryland Heights 
May 17. Duty at Washington, D. C., till May 30. Moved to White House, Va., May 
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30-June 1, and guard duty there till June 10. Guard supply train to Cold Harbor 
June 10. Attached to Casey's Brigade, 22nd Army Corps, to June, 1864. 1st 
Brigade, 3rd Division, 9th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to September, 1864. 
1st Brigade, 1st Division, 9th Army Corps, to July 1865.   
 
SERVICE.-Movement across James River to Petersburg, Va., June 12-15. Assaults 
on Petersburg June 16-18. Siege of Petersburg June 16, 1864, to April 2, 1865. 
Mine Explosion, Petersburg, July 30, 1864. Weldon Railroad August 18-21. Poplar 
Springs Church September 29-October 2. Boydton Plank Road , Hatcher's Run, 
October 27-28. Fort Stedman , Petersburg, March 25, 1865. Appomattox 
Campaign March 28-April 9. Assault on and fall of Petersburg April 2. Occupation 
of Petersburg April 3. Pursuit of Lee April 3-9. Moved to Washington, D. C., April 
21-24. Grand Review May 23. Provost duty at Washington and Alexandria till 
July. Mustered out July 26, 1865.  Regiment lost during service 7 Officers and 
149 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 2 Officers and 89 Enlisted men 
by disease. Total 247. 
 
 Sources: 
 1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Bonnie.html 
 2.http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~richlandwi/Basswood
 /Basswoodel.htm 
 3.http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~groves/d610.htm 
 4. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
 5. http://www.monticellowi.com/RichlandCo/TalesPage111.htm 
 6.  http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/battle-of-petersburg.htm 
 7. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John             
Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 190-1.  

*** 
 
WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT 
 He was from Henderson County, Illinois.  He started as a Private with 
Company E of the 10th Illinois Infantry.  The roster for the 10th shows that on 
August 31, 1861, he “re-enlisted as a veteran,” mustering in with the regiment on 
August 30, 1861.  This seems to indicate that he did a 3-month enlistment before 
that which expired and then he re-enlisted.  In the same roster, under the category 
“Veterans” it says that he mustered out with the regiment on July 4, 1865 as a 
Sergeant.   And since there are no other notes, we assume that he was with the 
regiment for the whole of the war, including when it participated in a number of 
important campaigns such as the Atlanta campaign, Sherman’s March to the Sea, 
the Carolinas Campaign, and the Battle of Bentonville.  
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The 10th Illinois Infantry 
Organized at Cairo, Ill., July 29, 1861. Attached to District of Cairo, Ill., to 
October, 1861. 1st Brigade, District of Cairo, to February, 1862. 4th Brigade, 1st 
Division, District of Cairo, February, 1862. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, Army of 
Mississippi, to April, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Army Mississippi, to 
September, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 13th Division, Army of the Ohio, to November, 
1862. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, Centre 14th Army Corps, Army of the 
Cumberland, to January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 14th Army Corps, to 
June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Reserve Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to 
October, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 14th Army Corps, to August, 1864. 3rd 
Brigade, 4th Division, 16th Army Corps, Army of the Tennessee, to September, 
1864. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 17th Army Corps, to July, 1865. 
 
SERVICE: 
Moved to Mound City, Ill., and duty there till January, 1862. Expedition into 
Kentucky January 16-21. At Bird's Point, Mo., till March. Skirmish at Sykestown, 
Mo., March 1 (Detachment). Operations against New Madrid and Island No. 10 
March 3-April 8. Actions at New Madrid March 12-14. Capture of New Madrid 
March 14. Island No. 10 April 6. Action and capture at Tiptonville April 8. 
Expedition to Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 13-17. Moved to Hamburg Landing, Tenn., 
April 17-24. Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. 
Engagement at Farmington May 3. Pursuit to Booneville May 30-June 12. 
Tuscumbia Creek May 31-June 1. Reconnaissance toward Baldwyn June 3. At 
Clear Creek till July 21. Ordered to Tuscumbia, Ala., July 21, thence march to 
Nashville, Tenn., via Florence, Athens and Columbia August 28-September 15. 
Siege of Nashville September 15-November 6. Repulse of Morgan's attack on 
Edgefield November 5. Duty at Nashville and Edgefield till July, 1863. Moved to 
Murfreesboro July 20, 1863, thence to Bridgeport, Ala., August 24-September 12, 
and duty there till October. Pursuit of Wheeler up the Sequatchie Valley October 
1-17. Action at Anderson's Cross Roads October 2. At Anderson's Cross Roads till 
October 24. Moved to Igo's Ferry October 24. Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign 
November 23-27. Tunnel Hill November 24-25. Mission Ridge November 25. 
Chickamauga Station November 26. March to relief of Knoxville November 28-
December 8. March to Columbus, thence to Chattanooga and to Rossville, Ga. 
Regiment Veteranize December 27, 1863. Veterans on furlough January 11 to 
February 22, 1864. At Rossville till May 2. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 2-
September 8. Demonstrations on Dalton May 5-13. Tunnel Hill May 6-7. Rocky 
Faced Ridge May 8-11. Buzzard's Roost Gap May 8-9. Battle of Resaca May 14-
15. Rome, Ga., May 17-18. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles 
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about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. Operations 
about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine Hill June 11-
14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Assault on Kennesaw June 27. Ruff's Station, 
Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Peach Tree Creek 
July 19-20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Utoy Creek August 5-7. Flank 
movement on Jonesboro August 25-30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 
1. Lovejoy Station September 2-6. Pursuit of Hood into Alabama October 1-26. 
Action at Resaca, Ga., October 12-13. March to the sea November 15-December 
10. Monteith Swamp December 9. Siege of Savannah December 10-21. Campaign 
of the Carolinas January to April, 1865. Moved to Beaufort, S. C., January 3, 
thence to Pocotaligo. Reconnaissance to Salkehatchie River January 20. 
Salkehatchie Swamp February 2-5. Rivers' and Broxton's Bridges February 2. 
Rivers' Bridge February 3. Binnaker's Bridge, South Edisto River, February 9. 
Orangeburg, North Edisto River, February 11-12. Columbia February 15-17. 
Fayetteville, N. C., March 11. Cape Fear March 18. Cox's Bridge, Neuse River, 
March 19-20. Battle of Bentonville March 20-21. Occupation of Goldsboro March 
24. Advance on Raleigh April 10-14. Occupation of Raleigh April 14. Bennett's 
House April 26. Surrender of Johnston and his army. March to Washington, D. C., 
via Richmond, Va., April 29-May 19. Grand Review May 24. Moved to Louisville, 
Ky., June 4. Mustered out July 4, 1865, and discharged at Chicago, Ill., July 11, 
1865. 
 
Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 48 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 136 Enlisted men by disease. Total 186. 
 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10th_Illinois_Volunteer_Infantry_Regiment_(3_

Year) 
3. http://www.archive.org/stream/reportofadjutant01illi1#page/n20/m

ode/1up 
*** 

 
WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT  
 He resided in Boone County, Indiana, and on April 23,1861 enlisted as a 
Private in Company I of the 10th Indiana Infantry, for 3 months.  When that 
expired, he re-enlisted but this time as a Corporal in company F of the 86th Indiana 
and left as a Sergeant with the same company.  The regiment was in many battles, 
with Chickamauga and the siege of Atlanta being he most well-known ones. 
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86th Indiana Infantry 
Organized at Lafayette, Indiana and mustered in for a three year enlistment on 
September 4, 1862 under the command of Colonel Orville S. Hamilton. The 
regiment was attached to 14th Brigade, 5th Division, Army of the Ohio, September 
1862. 14th Brigade, 5th Division, II Corps, Army of the Ohio, to November 1862. 
2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Left Wing, XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to 
January 1863. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, XXI Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to 
October 1863. 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to 
June 1865.  The 86th mustered out of service on June 6, 1865. 
 
SERVICE.  Ordered to Cincinnati, Ohio, September 5, thence to Covington, Ky., 
and to Louisville, Ky., September 30. Duty there until October 1. Pursuit of Bragg 
to London, Ky., October 1–22, 1862. Battle of Perryville, Ky., October 8 (reserve). 
March to Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 7, and duty there until 
December 26. Advance on Murfreesboro December 26–30. Battle of Stones River 
December 30–31, 1862 and January 1–3, 1863. Duty at Murfreesboro until June. 
Tullahoma Campaign June 23-July 7. Occupation of middle Tennessee until 
August 16. Passage of the Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and 
Chickamauga Campaign August 16-September 22. Battle of Chickamauga 
September 19–20. Siege of Chattanooga September 24-November 23. 
Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23–27. Orchard Knob November 23–
24. Missionary Ridge November 25. Pursuit to Graysville November 26–27. 
March to relief of Knoxville November 28-December 8. Operations in eastern 
Tennessee December 1863 to April 1864. Atlanta Campaign May 1 to September 
8. Demonstrations on Rocky Faced Ridge and Dalton May 8–13. Battle of Resaca 
May 14–15. Adairsville May 17. Near Kingston May 18–19. Near Cassville May 
19. Cassville May 24. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles about 
Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. Pickett's Mills May 
27. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. 
Pine Hill June 11–14. Lost Mountain June 15–17. Assault on Kennesaw June 27. 
Ruff's or Neal Dow Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. Chattahoochee River 
July 5–17. Peachtree Creek July 19–20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Flank 
movement on Jonesboro August 25–30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 
1. Lovejoy's Station September 2–6. Operations against Hood in northern Georgia 
and northern Alabama September 29-November 3. Nashville Campaign 
November-December. Columbia, Duck River, November 24–27. Columbia Ford 
November 29. Battle of Franklin November 30. Battle of Nashville December 15–
16. Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee River December 17–28. Moved to Huntsville, 
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Ala., and duty there until March 1865. Expedition from Whitesburg February 17, 
1865. Operations in eastern Tennessee March 15-April 22. At Nashville until June.  
Regiment lost a total of 249 men during service; 2 officers and 70 enlisted men 
killed or mortally wounded, 1 officer and 176 enlisted men died of disease. 
 Sources: 

1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
2. 1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
3. Ancestry.com 

*** 
WILLIAM E. ENDICOTT  
 He came from Quincy, Illinois, and enlisted on April 23, 1861 in Company 
D, 10th Illinois Infantry.  Because there is no roster available for the 10th Illinois, 
we can’t tell whether this man is the same as one of the William C. Endicotts 
above and that the middle initial E is a misprint or not. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 
WILLIAM E. ENDICOTT (1842 – June 20, 1903) 
 He resided in Canton, Massachusetts and enlisted on August 16,1862 at the 
age of 20.  He served as a Private in the 10th Independent Battery, Massachusetts 
Light Artillery, mustering with them on September 9, 1862.   When he was in it, 
his unit fought in the battles of Wilderness; Spotsylvania; Cold Harbor; and the 
Siege of Petersburg.  He was taken prisoner on August 25, 1864 at the Second 
Battle Ream’s Station, Virginia (part of the Petersburg – Richmond campaign) and 
was sent to the notorious Libby prison camp in Richmond.  He was subsequently 
paroled and then mustered out of service on June 9, 1865.  
 

Light Artillery  
 
 There were two distinct types of artillery units in the Civil War: Heavy (or 
Foot) Artillery, and Light (or Field) Artillery, the latter being what William was in.  
Heavy Artillery units were responsible for seacoast, garrison and mountain artillery 
and were bigger, heavier, less mobile guns.  Light or Field Artillery, was 
transported by horses. 
 
 At full strength, standard Field Artillery battery consisted of six guns.  Each 
gun was attached to a limber pulled by six horses, and was supported by a caisson, 
also attached to a limber pulled by another six horses.  
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 A battery needed about 125 horses.  If the enemy killed the horses of a 
battery, it prevented the battery from moving the guns.  This proved to be a 
problem for the 10th Massachusetts Battery at Ream's Station, which was where 
William was taken prisoner. 
 
  The 10th went through about 400 horses (battle casualties, exhaustion and 
disease) during the course of the war, and when turning in their horses at the end of 
the war, the Battery had only one of the original 110 horses they had left 
Massachusetts with. 
 
 The 10th was issued six 3-inch Ordnance Rifles on December 16,1862, 
which were not replaced until September 20, 1864 with 4 new 3-inch Parrot Guns 
and then 2 more Parrots in October.  So when William was in the 10th it had the 
Ordnance Rifle. 
 

3-inch Ordnance Rifle 
 

 The 3-inch Ordnance Rifle, officially called the “3-Inch Wrought Iron Rifle” 
or unofficially, the “Griffen Gun,” at the time, was the most widely used light 
artillery rifled cannon during the war. Invented by John Griffen, it was extremely 
accurate up to a mile, which meant it could outrange Confederate artillery. It was 
also light and durable.  It had a barrel made of wrought iron, produced by the Phoenix 
Iron Company of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.  There is only one case on record of the 
barrel fracturing or bursting during the war, a problem that plagued other rifled 
cannon made of brittle cast iron. The US Government bought about 1,000 of these 
3-inch Ordnance Rifles during the war.  They were used in many famous battles, 
such as Gettysburg, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Atlanta, and Petersburg. 
 

Battle of the Wilderness 
 

A history of the 10th Battery says that while the 10th was at the Battle of the 
Wilderness as part of the Second Corps, it was one of the few batteries to actually 
fire at the enemy.  “Because of the terrain” very few of the Second Corps’ 300 or 
so guns saw any action.  But “the Tenth fired about 70 rounds at a Confederate 
battery.” 

 
Spotsylvania May 8-21, 1864 and aftermath 

 
 During the Battle of Spotsylvania, the Battery took up positions around the 
Stevens House and on May 12, one member of the 10th Battery was slightly 
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wounded by a spent ball from the infantry battle.  On May 13, drivers from the 
Battery were sent out to bring in guns abandoned by the Confederates, returning 
with one gun and 5 caissons -- and stories of dead Union and Confederate soldiers 
piled around the earthworks, and trees cut down by bullets. 

On May 22, at the Matt River all the batteries were posted on the riverbank 
opposite a Confederate position.  The enemy opened up with cannon and 
sharpshooter fire. The 10th replied and exploded an enemy limber chest, causing 
the guns to be moved.  Confederate gun fire hit one of the 10th’s sponge buckets. 
While Union infantry charged to capture the bridge, the 10th’s guns shelled in 
support.  

Later, when it was the Battery’s turn to cross a bridge over the river, the 10th 
was shelled by a Confederate battery 600 yards away.  Over the next few days, 
however, the 10th was not engaged, recrossing the river on May 26 to cover a 
movement to flank the Confederates. 

The movement was toward the Pamunkey River, and on May 30 near 
Tolopotomoy Creek on Jones Farm, the 10th was setting up when the number three 
man on the third piece was killed by a sharpshooter.  William E. Endicott brought 
him into the protection of the breastworks, but it was too late. The next day was 
spent shelling the enemy lines on the other side of the creek, and enduring 
occasional shell and sharpshooter fire.  On June 1 the 10th silenced a Confederate 
battery, and the action ended without further loss. 
 

Cold Harbor May 31 – June 12, 1864 
 
 On the night of June 1, the entire Second Corps headed for Cold Harbor, a 
convergence of major roads in the vicinity of Richmond, Virginia.   After getting 
lost, but finally arriving at its proper destination on June 2, the 10th began firing at 
a Confederate battery, which soon stopped firing back at them. 
 
 That evening the 10th was ordered to move closer to the enemy, in a position 
in front of other Union batteries.  The position was hastily constructed rifle-pits, 
which the 10th then improved further, sinking the limbers and improving the 
placement of the guns. 
 
 At 4:30 in the morning of June 3, (the day of the most significant fighting in 
the battle) Union artillery started firing, the signal for the start of what would be a 
terrible defeat for Union forces. The 10th traded fire with Confederate batteries, 
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the Forth Detachment piece being struck twice. The major battle lasted barely one-
half hour, but the Second Corps lost 3,000 infantrymen, five colonels and a 
general.  During the day, the 10th Battery expended all its ammunition (usually 200 
rounds per gun) and half the ammunition of another battery not engaged, the men 
lying low when possible under the heaviest Confederate fire they had ever seen. 
 
 During the night of June 3, the 10th was subjected to it first-ever night 
attack.  Awoken by the sounds of battle, they fired into the attacking Confederates, 
with outbound Union shells flying over their heads and the Confederate shells 
crashing around them.  One attack was repulsed and then followed by a second that 
was also repulsed.  

 On the next day, June 4, the 10th was ordered to the front on the far left and 
set about improving the new position, as they were now the closest to the enemy (it 
is said close enough for conversation with the enemy).  

The 10th fired only occasionally, however, to take the pressure off Union 
pickets under Confederate scrutiny, and to deal with Confederate batteries that 
might open up on the Union lines. 

On the morning of June 5 a mortar shell exploded over their position, which 
caused them to erect bomb-proofs to protect both men and ammunition. During the 
12 days exposed at Cold Harbor and meeting any Confederate challenge, the 10th  
became known as the "Saucy Battery.”  

On June 7, a 3-hour truce was arranged to tend to the dead and wounded that 
littered the battlefield.  During the 3 hours men from both sides conversed as they 
did their work.  
 

On the night of June 12 the Union army moved out of Cold Harbor in the 
dark and headed for Petersburg.  The Union loss at Cold Harbor was 13,153 men, 
though the 10th  Battery suffered no casualties, even in their forward position. 

 
Petersburg June 9, 1864 – March 25, 1865 

 
 The 10th reached Petersburg on June 15, 1864 and started firing at the 
Confederates on the 16th, the beginning of what would be a 9-month siege.  The 
summer was very dry in Virginia, and the Battery dug wells at two of their camps 
for water.  They also were moved back and forth along the line, first to the left, 
then right, then back to the left again. 
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Ream’s Station 

 
 There were 2 battles at Ream’s station, the first being on June 29, 1864, and 
the second, the one that William was captured in, was on August 25.  This battle 
was part of the siege of Petersburg and was a Confederate victory, although not 
before the Union force William was part of had caused considerable damage to the 
Confederate cause.   
 
 Wishing to permanently damage the Weldon Railroad about 10 miles south 
of Petersburg,  a vital supply line for Confederate General Robert E. Lee's Army of 
Northern Virginia,  Union General Ulysses S. Grant ordered General Winfield 
Scott Hancock’s II corps to Ream’s Station to destroy the tracks.  Arriving on 
August 22 and 23, they effectively destroyed the tracks to within two miles of 
Ream’s Station, which limited Lee’s supply line to one remaining track.   
 
 Seeing the Union presence as a threat to his line of retreat, Lee ordered 
Lieutenant General A.P. Hill south to defeat Hancock.  Attacking on August 25, 
Hill's men succeeded in forcing Hancock to retreat after a protracted fight during 
which William was among those captured.  
 
 Here’s how it happened. 
 

On June 24, the 10th moved into positions to the west of the railroad, in 
other words, about a mile in front of it and parallel to it, in order to guard the 
troops wrecking the tracks.  Skirmishing went on in front of the 10th.  A 
Confederate attack forced the Union skirmishers back, but could not break the 
Union line. 

But then more Confederate troops came up, including sharpshooters who 
took up positions in a cornfield within 300 yards of the 10th and started firing at 
the 10th.  The National Park Service has located the position of the 10th as being  
just a tiny bit south of the intersection of Route 64 and Reams Drive, on the left of 
Reams Drive as you look at it on the map.  There are some big towers and high 
tension wires there today.  

The 10th shelled the cornfield and other areas but could not stop the 
sharpshooters.  To make matters worse, Union cavalry was being fired on in the 
10th’s rear, and some shells were even falling on the 10th’s position from behind.  
It became almost suicidal to bring ammunition up to the guns.  One Union piece 
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was disabled and 5 men were hit. 

But it was the horses of the battery that took the most punishment. The 
enemy had a clear view of the horses from their position, and when not targeting 
artillerymen, shot at the horses.  When hit, a horse would go down, then regain its 
feet, only to be hit again.  By late afternoon, of the 24 horses attached to the 
limbers, only two were left standing, and many of those farther to the rear with the 
caissons were also down.  One caisson was exploded by incoming fire, one had its 
wheels shattered and another lost all its horses.  Nevertheless by 5 p.m., it seemed 
that the Union had held the day. 

But then a late Confederate attack struck the Union line far to the 10th’s 
right.  The 10th turned their guns to face the attack, and along with the 12th New 
York, responded with canister.   As the 10th fired its last rounds of canister, the 
wave of attackers overran the 10th’s position.   Several of the 10th’s men were 
wounded, some of them so badly they later died. 

 The remaining 10th cannoneers fought on and had to be taken by force when 
their guns were finally overrun.  Nineteen were captured, including William 
Endicott, and 3 of them would later die in a Confederate prison.   The loss of the 
10th was part of the 2,747 Union casualties suffered in the battle. 
 
 Although the battle was a Confederate tactical victory, it was a strategic 
defeat because a segment of the Weldon Railroad had been cut, so that Lee could 
now bring supplies only up to 16 miles from Petersburg and then had to unload 
them and bring them the rest of the way by wagon train.   The Southside Railroad 
was now the only one remaining open for Lee.  And finally, the battle generally 
contributed to Grant’s plan to keep the Confederates busy along a large front. 
 
 Sources say that William was then sent to Libby prison in Richmond, 
Virginia.  But Libby was generally an officers ‘prison and nearby Belle Isle in the 
James River was the facility used for enlisted men.   But Libby was the 
clearinghouse for all prisoners coming to Richmond, whether they ended up 
staying in Libby or being sent to Belle Isle.  Finally, by the time William was 
captured, Libby was being used only as a temporary place of confinement for a 
small number of prisoners with most being sent to other prisoner of war camps 
elsewhere in the South.     
 
 So, one wonders if in fact William was actually on Belle Isle.  Conditions in 
both Libby and Belle Isle were miserable but the ones on Belle Isle were the worst, 
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second only to Andersonville, and if William was there he was lucky to survive 
because of its high death rate among prisoners.   (Ironically From April 3, 1865, 
until August 3, 1868, U.S. authorities used the prison to house former 
Confederates.) 
 
 The rest of William’s story is contained in this obituary in the School 
Journal, June 20, 1903, which says: 
 
 “Mr. William E. Endicott, master of the Christopher Gibson school, was found 
dead in his bed on June 3.  His death was caused by Bright’s disease induced by 
injuries in an electric car accident, a few weeks before.   Mr. Endicott was born in 
Canton in 1842, was educated in the school of his native town, in the Chauncey 
Hall school of Boston, and Prof. Agassiz’s school in Cambridge.  He began 
teaching in 1859, in Sharon, and he taught later in Hingham and in Quincy.  In the 
Civil War, he served with the Tenth Massachusetts battery, and was confined for 
some time at Libby prison.   At the close of the war, he returned to teaching and 
had been master of the Christopher Gibson school for over thirty years.  He was an 
authority on all matters pertaining to horticulture, and for more than twenty years 
was librarian of the Massachusetts horticultural society.  He was a lineal 
descendant of Gilbert Endicott, brother of the famous John Endicott, the two 
coming over from England together in 1628.” [This last sentence is erroneous; 
John had no brothers in America, but Gilbert was a half-nephew -ed.] 
 
10th Independent Battery, Massachusetts Light Artillery  
Organized at Lynnfield and mustered in September 9, 1862. Left State for 
Washington, D. C., October 14. Attached to Grover's Brigade, Military District of 
Washington, to February, 1863. Jewett's Brigade, 22nd Army Corps, Dept. of 
Washington, to June, 1863. French's Command, 8th Army Corps, to July, 1863. 
Artillery Brigade, 3rd Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to March, 1864. 
Artillery Brigade, 2nd Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to June, 1865. 

SERVICE.-Duty at Camp Barry, Defences of Washington, October 17 to 
December 26, 1862. Moved to Poolesville, Md., December 26-28, and duty there 
till June 24, 1863. Removed to Maryland Heights June 24, thence to Frederick City 
and Frederick Junction June 30-July 1. March to Williamsport July 8-11. Near 
Antietam Bridge July 12-14. Operations in Loudoun Valley July 17-31. Wapping 
Heights July 23. Near Warrenton July 26-31. At Sulphur Springs July 31-
September 15. Near Culpeper September 17-October 10. Bristoe Campaign 
October 10-22. Auburn October 13. Near Fairfax Station October 15-19. At 
Auburn October 21-30. At Warrenton Junction till November 6. Kelly's Ford 



 321 

November 7. At Brandy Station November 9-25. Mine Run Campaign November 
26-December 2. Mine Run November 27. At Brandy Station December 3, 1863, to 
April 8, 1864, and at Stevensburg till May 3. Rapidan Campaign May-June. Battles 
of the Wilderness May 5-7. Spotsylvania May 8-12. Spotsylvania Court House 
May 12-21. Assault on the Salient, Spotsylvania C. H., May 12. Harris Farm, 
Fredericksburg Road, May 19. North Anna River May 23-26. Line of the 
Pamunkey May 26-28. Totopotomoy May 28-31. Cold Harbor June 1-12. Before 
Petersburg June 16-18. Siege of Petersburg June 16, 1864, to April 2, 1865. 
Jerusalem Plank Road June 22-23, 1864. Demonstration north of James River July 
27-29. Deep Bottom July 27-28. Strawberry Plains, Deep Bottom August 14-18. 
Ream's Station August 25. In trenches before Petersburg in Battery 14 September 
24 to October 24. Boydton Plank Road, Hatcher's Run, October 27-28. In Forts 
Stevenson, Blaisdell and Welch till November 29. Movement to Hatcher's Run 
December 9-10. In Forts Emery and Siebert till February 5. 1865. Dabney's Mills, 
Hatcher's Run, February 5-7. Watkins' House March 25. Appomattox Campaign 
March 28-April 9. Moved to Dabney's Mill's March 30. Fall of Petersburg April 2. 
Pursuit of Lee April 8-9. Sailor's Creek April 6. Cover crossing of 2nd Corps at 
High Bridge, Cumberland Church, April 7. Appomattox C. H. April 9. Surrender 
of Lee and his army. March to Burkesville April 11-14. March to Washington, D. 
C., May 2-13. Grand Review May 23. Mustered out June 9 and discharged from 
service June 14, 1865. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
  2.  The School Journal,Vol 66, June 20, 1903, page 750 
  3. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
  4. http://www.cwartillery.com/tmba/tenth/10thr_2.html 
           5.  http://www.archive.org/stream/massachusettssol1937mass#page/ 
                       182/mode/2up 
           6. http://www.cwartillery.com/tmba/tenth/tenth2.html 

*** 
 

WILLIAM F. ENDICOTT 
 According to the NPS database, a William Endicott – no middle initial --  
sometimes spelled Endecott, was a Private in Companies  H and C of the 14th 
Kentucky Infantry.  But since there are no rosters for the 14th Kentucky, we don’t 
know any more than this.  Other sources list a man with the middle initial F as 
serving in company H alone.   
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 The 14th Kentucky Infantry Regiment was formed in 1861 and was assigned 
to the 18th Brigade of the Department of Ohio along with several other 
regiments.  The 18th Brigade was commanded by General James A, Garfield who 
was later President of the United States.  For most of the war, the 14th remained in 
Kentucky and fought in a few battles but spent most of the time on guard duty.  In 
May of 1864, it became part of the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 23rd Corps that was 
part of General Sherman's Army making the march on Atlanta.  The regiment was 
dissolved on January 31,1865 in Louisa, Kentucky, several months before the end 
of the war but the war in Kentucky was more or less over by then anyway. William 
was buried in Crider Cemetery on Rte 194 South, in Prestonburg, Kentucky, in the 
“German Area.” 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
  2. http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~kyfloyd/Mis_files/ 
      muscwar.htm 
  3.http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~us1 
     4thkyinfantr/ 
  4.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/14th_Regiment_Kentucky_ 
    Infantry.  

*** 
WILLARD ENDICOTT (?  - April 2, 1864) 
 This man is probably William Alexander Endicott –see above.  According to 
the Veterans’ Administration Locator, Willard was a Private with Company H of 
the 37th Wisconsin Infantry, was killed at Petersburg, and is buried in the Poplar 
Grove National Cemetery in Petersburg, Virginia.   But his name does not appear 
on the NPS database, and unfortunately there is no roster available for Company H 
that could shed light on this.   
 
 The reason for concern is that there is a William Alexander Endicott (see 
above) who was also in Company H of the 37th Wisconsin and who was also killed 
at Petersburg on April 2 -- but April 2, 1865, not 1864.  Furthermore, It would 
have been difficult to be killed at Petersburg when the VA says Willard was 
because the Petersburg campaign didn’t start until June 9, 1864 – 2 months after 
Willard was supposedly killed.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 



 323 

WOODFORD ENDICOTT 
 His name does not appear on the NPS database.  But other sources say he 
enlisted on November 3, 1863 at Barry, Clay County, Missouri and was a Private 
with Captain Dan Carpenter’s Independent Company of the Enrolled Missouri 
Militia.  Als Endicott (see above) and L.W. Endicott (see above) enlisted in the 
same unit on the same day.  
 
 Source: 
 1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/results 
 2.http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details.asp?id=S109171&c 

onflict=Civil%20War&sType=unit&txtUnit=Dan%20Carpenter%20Indepen
dent%20Company%20E.M.M.&selConflict=Civil%20War 

*** 
 
VARIANT SPELLINGS (9) 
 
GEORGE W. EDICOTT (See George W. Endicott of the 10th Battery of the 
Indiana Light Artillery, above) 

*** 
 

JOHN T. EDICOTT 
 He was a Private in Company K of the Indiana 37th Infantry.  The roster for 
Company K says that he resided in Rush County and mustered in with the regiment 
on October 8, 1861and mustered out 3 years later on October 27, 1864.  Thus, he 
was in the regiment during a number of important battles, including the Battle of 
Chickamauga;  the Siege of Chattanooga;  the Battle of Lookout Mountain; Battle 
of Missionary Ridge; the Atlanta Campaign; Battle of Resaca 
the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain; and the Siege of Atlanta.  
 
37th Indiana 
The 37th Indiana Infantry was organized at Lawrenceburg, Indiana and mustered 
in for a three year enlistment on September 18, 1861 under the command of 
Colonel James S. Hull. 

The regiment was attached to 8th Brigade, Army of the Ohio, October to 
December 1861. 8th Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of the Ohio, to July 1862. 
Unattached, Army of the Ohio, railroad guard to September 1862. 7th Brigade, 8th 
Division, Army of the Ohio, to November 1862. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 
Center, XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January 1863. 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, XIV Corps, to October 1863. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, XIV Corps, to 
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October 1864. 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, XIV Corps, to July 1865. 

The 37th Indiana Infantry mustered out of service at Louisville, Kentucky on July 
25, 1865. 

SERVICE.  Ordered to Kentucky October, and duty at mouth of Salt River and at 
Bacon Creek until February 1862. Advance on Bowling Green, Ky., and Nashville, 
Tenn., February 10–25, 1862. Moved to Murfreesboro March 18. Reconnaissance 
to Shelbyville, Tullahoma and McMinnville March 25–28. Moved to Fayetteville 
April 7. Expedition to Huntsville, Ala., April 10–11. Capture of Huntsville April 
11. Advance on and capture of Decatur April 11–14. Guard duty on Nashville & 
Chattanooga Railroad until August. Elkins' Station, near Athens, May 9 (Company 
E). Moved to Nashville August 29-September 2, and duty there until December 26. 
Siege of Nashville September 12-November 7. Advance on Murfreesboro, Tenn., 
December 26–30. Battle of Stones River December 30–31, 1862 and January 1–3, 
1863. Duty at Murfreesboro until June. Tullahoma Campaign June 23-July 7. 
Occupation of middle Tennessee until August 16. Passage of the Cumberland 
Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga Campaign August 16-
September 22. Davis Cross Roads or Dug Gap September 11. Battle of 
Chickamauga September 19–21. Rossville Gap September 21. Siege of 
Chattanooga, September 24-November 23. Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign 
November 23–27. Lookout Mountain November 23–24. Missionary Ridge 
November 25. Duty at Rossville, Ga., and Chattanooga, Tenn., until May 1864. 
Mulberry Village December 23, 1863 (detachment). Scout from Chattanooga to 
Harrison and Ooltewah January 21, 1864 (detachment). Demonstration on Dalton, 
Ga., February 22–27, 1864. Tunnel Hill, Buzzard's Roost Gap and Rocky Faced 
Ridge February 23–25, 1864. Atlanta Campaign May 1-September 8. 
Demonstrations on Rocky Faced Ridge May 8–11. Buzzard's Roost Gap May 8–9. 
Battle of Resaca May 14–15. Advance on Dallas May 18–25. Operations on line of 
Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona 
Hills May 25-June 5. Pickett's Mill May 27. Operations about Marietta and against 
Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine Hill June 11–14. Lost Mountain June 
15–17. Assault on Kennesaw June 37. Ruff's Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 
4. Chattahoochee River July 5–17. Peachtree Creek July 19–20. Siege of Atlanta 
July 22-August 25. Utoy Creek August 5–7. Flank movement on Jonesboro August 
25–30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Pursuit of Hood into Alabama 
October 1–26. March to the sea November 15-December 10. Non-veterans 
mustered out October 27, 1864. Veterans and recruits consolidated to a battalion of 
two companies. Near Sandersville November 26. Siege of Savannah December 
10–21. Campaign of the Carolinas January to April 1865. Averysboro, N. C., 
March 16. Battle of Bentonville March 19–21. Occupation of Goldsboro March 24. 
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Advance on Raleigh April 10–14. Occupation of Raleigh April 14. Bennett's House 
April 26. Surrender of Johnston and his army. March to Washington, D.C., via 
Richmond, Va., April 29-May 20. Grand Review May 24. Moved to Louisville, 
Ky., June. 
Casualties 
The regiment lost a total of 226 men during service; 5 officers and 80 enlisted men 
killed or mortally wounded, 1 officer and 140 enlisted men died of disease. 
 
 Sources: 
 
 1.http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/37th_in_infantry_soldiers.
 pdf 
 2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/37th_Indiana_Infantry_Regiment 

*** 
 
ABNER M. ENDECOTT (see Abner M. Endicott, above) 

*** 
 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN ENDECOTT (September 8, 1842 – May 15, 1902) 
 Sometimes listed as Endicott.  He was born in Gallatin Township, Clay 
County, Missouri to Clayton Welsh Endicott and Eletha B Rollins.   He married 
Sarah Elizabeth Edwards and they had 7 children.  He died in Miami, Kansas.  
 
 Civil War Pension rolls show that he served in Company H. of the Missouri 
Militia and that in 1909, his widow claimed a pension because of that.  He told 
relatives that at that time it was safer living in the Army than it was on his farm in 
war-torn Kansas. 
 
 He is the grandfather of Thomas Alvan Endecott who served in WWII (see 
below).  
 
Sources: 
 1. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi- bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=35428808 
 2. http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
 bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-
 g&gsfn=benjamin+franklin+&gsln=endecott&uidh=emv&pcat=ROO
 T_CATEGORY&h=162053&recoff=5+6+7+21&db=civilwarpension
 &indiv=1 

*** 
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FRANCIS ENDECOTT (see Francis Endicott, above, of  the186th Pennsylvania 
Infantry) 

*** 
 
FRANCIS ENDECOTT (see Francis Endicott, above, of the 14th Kentucky 
Infantry) 

*** 
 
GEORGE F. ENDECOTT (see George F. Endicott, above) 

*** 
 
HENRY C. ENDECOTT (See Henry C. Endicott, of the 115th Illinois, Infantry, 
above) 

*** 
 
JESSEE ENDECOTT (See Jesse Endicott, of the 29th Iowa Infantry, above) 

*** 
 
JACOB ENDECOTT  (See Jacob Endicott of the 48th Iowa Infantry (100 days) 
above) 

***  
 

JOEL ENDECOTT   
 This could be Joel Frazier Endicott, above.  According to one source, he 
resided in Poseyville, Indiana and enlisted on August 20, 1862.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
JOEL F. ENDECOTT 
 This is probably Joel Frazier Endicott (see above) but there are certain 
discrepancies.  First of all, the middle initial is given as T. in some sources.  
Secondly, this man is listed as a Corporal with Company D of the 91st Indiana 
Infantry, whereas the NPS database shows Joel Frazier Endicott as a Private.  
Another problem is that the roster for Company D does show any Joel Frazier 
Endicott at all. 
 
 Sources:  

3. Ancestry.com 
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4. http://www.fold3.com/document/294841739/ 
*** 

 
JOHN T. ENDECOTT (see John T. Endicott, above) 

*** 
 
JOSEPH ENDECOTT (? – May 18, 1863) 
 Joseph was an African-American Endicott, like Henry Clay Endicott (see 
above).  Joseph enlisted on August 18, 1862 and was a Private with the 1st 
Regiment of the Kansas Colored Volunteers.  He was killed on May 18, 1863 near 
Sherwood, Missouri and is one of 63 colored troops memorialized at the Fort Scott 
National Cemetery in Fort Scott, Kansas.  This cemetery was one of the 12 original 
United States National Cemeteries named by President Lincoln on November 15, 
1862. 
 
 like Henry C. Endicott, Joseph’s precise connection with the Endicott family 
is not yet known.   Unlike Indiana where Henry was born, however, and where 
slavery was illegal, in Kansas, slavery was legal until 1861, when Kansas was 
admitted to the Union as a free state.  So, it is very possible that Joseph had been a 
slave to an Endecott.   
 
 The 1st Kansas Infantry (Colored) was organized at Fort Scott, Kansas, 
mustered in as a battalion (six companies) on January 13, 1863 for three years, and 
fought in seven battles, although Joseph was killed in the second battle:  
 

• Island Mound, near Butler, Missouri October 28, 1862 
• Rader Farm; near Sherwood Missouri May 18, 1863 
• Cabin Creek, Indian Territory July 1-2, 1863 
• Honey Springs, Indian Territory July 17, 1863 
• Poison Springs, Arkansas April 18, 1864 
• Flat Rock Creek, Indian Territory September 16, 1864 
• Timber Hills, Indian Territory November 19, 1864 

 
  Four additional companies were recruited and mustered in between January 
13 and May 2, 1863.  All the men in the 1st Kansas mustered in under the 
command of Colonel James M. Williams. 
 
 The first battle the 1st Kansas fought in, the one at Island Mound, was the 
first one in which colored troops fought in the war.  In that battle, a detachment of 
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225 Union men faced 500 Confederates at Island Mound in Bates County, 
Missouri.  Ten Union men were killed and 12 wounded, but the Confederates were 
driven off, so the regiment's first action was a success. 

  Since Joseph had enlisted in August and the battle was fought in October, 
it’s quite possible he was in this first battle, but muster rolls still need to be found 
to prove it. 
 
 Controversy surrounded the creation of the 1st Kansas on two counts.   First, 
it was recruited on August 4, 1862,  without federal authorization and against the 
wishes of Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton.  At the time, there was widespread 
reluctance among many in the North to arming black troops.   Despite this, many 
Kansans advocated their use and pushed ahead.  
 
 Secondly, the man who recruited the 1st Kansas,  James Henry Lane.  (1814-
1866), had a background of controversy.   Lane had been a U.S. Congressman 
from Indiana from 1853-1855 and voted for the Kansas-Nebraska Act.  This was 
the 1854 law creating the territories of Kansas and Nebraska and allowing settlers 
there to determine for themselves whether slavery should be legal there.  The Act 
effectively nullified the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the Compromise of 
1850 which had closed Kansas to slavery.  
 
  The result was that agitators for and against slavery poured into Kansas with 
the goal of voting slavery up or down, leading to a local civil war and the term 
“Bleeding Kansas.”  The new Republican Party that was created in large measure 
to oppose the Act, aimed at stopping the expansion of slavery, and soon emerged 
as the North’s dominant political party, electing its first president, Abraham 
Lincoln, in 1860, which ignited the nation-wide Civil War. 
 
 Lane moved to the Kansas Territory in 1855.  He immediately became 
involved in the abolitionist movement there, called the Jayhawkers.  After they 
succeeded in getting Kansas admitted to the Union in 1861 as a free state, Lane 
was elected one of the new state's first U.S. Senators, and got reelected in 1865.  
(Nebraska was admitted to the Union as a free state after the Civil War in 1867.) 
 
 While serving as a Senator he also served as a recruiting agent for the Union 
Army and it was in this capacity that he created the 1st Kansas. 
  
 Lane later committed suicide in 1866; he shot himself after suffering a deep 
depression.  
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 The 1st Kansas was the first black regiment recruited in northern states (the 
very first black regiment was the 1st South Carolina Volunteers, recruited from 
runaway South Carolina slaves), the fifth black regiment to enter the Army, and the 
first black regiment to fight in combat along side white soldiers during the Civil 
War, in the skirmish at Island Mound, which was a Union success.  
 
 The second battle, however, the Rader Farm battle, sometimes called the 
Rader Farm Massacre, was a Union disaster resulting in atrocities committed on 
both sides.  On May 18th 1863 a few miles northwest of the present site of Joplin, 
a detachment of the 1st Kansas was attacked by Confederates under the notorious 
Major Thomas R. Livingston (1820 - 1863), the owner of one slave himself. 
 
 With previous military experience behind him, by 1863, Livingston was now 
in command of a guerilla battalion known variously as  “The Provisional Army of 
the Confederate States,”  “1st Battalion Missouri Cavalry (1st Indian Brigade),” 
and  “the Cherokee Spikes.”   It was also known as  “Livingston’s Rangers” since 
the  battalion was authorized under the Partisan Ranger Act of the Confederate 
Congress.   Confederate leaders felt they had little hope of reconquering Missouri 
with regular troops, so they resorted to guerrilla warfare there instead. 
 
 Therefore, although Livingston and his men were nominally organized 
within the Confederate Army, they operated more like an independent band of 
outlaws.  As a result, not all Confederate officers approved of their activities, one 
officer stating that some of Livingston’s men were “no better than thieves and 
robbers.”  
 
 Livingston and his men committed  many crimes against local residents, 
refugees and Union troops.  They were notorious for committing acts of arson, 
murder, robbery, and disrupting Union supply lines.  Livingston sometimes refused 
to take or release prisoners, preferred murder to capture,  and sometimes shot 
unarmed or wounded soldiers.   As a result, Livingston became a priority target for 
Union forces. 
 
 On May 18, 1863, Livingston’s scouts reported 60 soldiers of the 1st Kansas 
foraging for food near Sherwood, Missouri and Livingston led 67 of his “best 
mounted men” to attack them.  Reports indicate that 22-32 African-American 
troops from the 1st Kansas and 20-22 white artillery men from the 2nd Kansas 
Battery were at the home of a Mrs. Rader collecting corn with which to feed Union 
troops.   Mrs. Rader’s husband was one of Livingston’s men, and the Union 
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soldiers were transferring corn from an attic in her home to wagons when 
Livingston and his men attacked. 
 
 Livingston surprised the Federal troops and killed many of them, including 
Joseph Endecott.  Livingston reported enemy losses at “negroes, 23, and 7 white 
men.”  He captured three white soldiers and two black soldiers. 
 
 The day after the battle, when Union Colonel James Williams and his men 
arrived at the scene, they were enraged to find that the bodies of his ambushed 
troops had been severely mutilated.  Because of the warm weather and this 
mutilation, Williams decided to simply cremate the gory remains.  So, they were 
piled up inside the Rader house.  But before setting fire to the house and the 
corpses,  a Rebel prisoner who had apparently participated in the ambush the day 
before was brought before Colonel Williams.  Williams, according to a story, had 
him marched into the house, shot dead, and his body thrown on the pile of mangled 
soldiers.  Only then was the house set afire.  (On May 14, 1988 a memorial was 
dedicated at Ft. Scott National Cemetery to honor those who were killed near 
Sherwood.) 
  
 Again, on the day after the battle, in retaliation, Union troops burned the 
town of Sherwood and eleven surrounding farmhouses.  On May 20,  Williams, 
and Livingston negotiated a prisoner exchange.  Livingston offered to exchange 
the three white soldiers in return for any Confederate men but he refused to 
exchange the African-Americans.   
 
 Williams accepted the exchange of the whites, but continued to negotiate for 
the blacks.  The conversation got out of hand and one of the African-American 
prisoners was killed in Livingston’s camp.  At this point, negotiations completely 
collapsed, and ended with both parties killing prisoners. 
 
 On July 11, 1863, the Union finally caught up with Livingston and killed 
him.  During the engagement Livingston was shot, fell from his horse, and one of 
the Union soldiers picked up Livingston’s pistol and smashed him on the head with 
it while several others shot him and left his body on the street.   Livingston's death 
ended Livingston's Battalion, the men splitting up into different groups following 
different leaders.  At the end of the Civil War, Livingston’s  property was seized 
and used to pay off many lawsuits against him for his wartime deeds. 
 
 The 1st Kansas was attached to the Department of Kansas up to June 1863 
and then to the District of the Frontier, Department of Missouri, up to January 
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1864.  At that point it became the unattached, District of the Frontier, VII Corps, 
Department of Arkansas, until March 1864.   Then to December, 1864, it was part 
of the 2nd Brigade, District of the Frontier, VII Corps. 
 
 The 1st Kansas Infantry (Colored) ceased to exist on December 13, 1864 
when its designation was changed to the 79th Regiment Infantry U.S. Colored 
Troops. 
 
 Also attached to the regiment at some points was Armstrong's Battery of 
Light Artillery, a unit for which few details are known. 
 
Detailed service 
 Duty in the Department of Kansas October 1862, to June 1863. Action at 
Island Mound, Mo., October 27, 1862. Island Mound, Kansas, October 29. Butler, 
Mo., November 28. Ordered to Baxter Springs May 1863. Scout from Creek 
Agency to Jasper County, Mo., May 16–19 (detachment). Sherwood, Mo., May 18. 
Bush Creek May 24. Near Fort Gibson May 28. Shawneetown, Kan., June 6 
(detachment). March to Fort Gibson, Cherokee Nation, June 27-July 5, with supply 
train. Action at Cabin Creek July 1–2. Elk Creek near Honey Springs July 17. At 
Fort Gibson until September. Lawrence, Kan. July 27 (detachment). Near 
Sherwood August 14 Moved to Fort Smith, Ark., October, thence to Roseville 
December, and duty there until March 1864. Horse Head Creek February 12, 1864. 
Roseville Creek March 20. Steele's Camden Expedition March 23-May 3. Prairie 
D'Ann April 9–12. Poison Springs April 18. Jenkins' Ferry April 30. March to Fort 
Smith, Ark., May 3–16, and duty there until December. Fort Gibson, C. N. 
September 16. Cabin Creek September 19. Timber Hill November 19. 
Casualties 
 The regiment lost at least 344 men during service; 5 officers and 173 
enlisted men were killed or mortally wounded, 1 officer and 165 enlisted men died 
of disease.  No other Kansas regiment lost more men than the 1st Kansas Volunteer 
Infantry (Colored). 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://kansastravel.org/fortscottnationalcemetery.htm 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Regiment_Kansas_Volunteer_Infantry_(Colo

red) 
3. http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=36303 
4. http://www.ozarkscivilwar.org/archives/1142 
5. ttp://www.carthagepress.com/news/x1158541551/Jasper-County-

park-to-commemorate-Rader-Farm-massacre 
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6. http://www.nevadadailymail.com/story/1488243.html 
*** 

 
JOSEPH ENDECOTT (See Joseph Endicott, of the 2nd Independent Battery of 
the Kansas Light Artillery, above) 

*** 
 

JOSEPH ENDECOTT (See Joseph Endicott of the 14th Kentucky Infantry, 
above) 

*** 
 
JOSEPH S. ENDECOTT (See Joseph S. Endicott, above) 

*** 
 
MELVIN C. ENDECOTT (See Melvin Clayton Endicott, above) 

*** 
 
PATRICK ENDECOTT (See Patrick Endicott, above) 

*** 
 
SAMUEL ENDECOTT (See Samuel Endicott of the 40th Illinois Infantry, above) 

*** 
 
SAMUEL H. ENDECOTT (See Samuel H. Endicott of the 60th Indiana Infantry, 
above) 

*** 
 
THOMAS H. ENDECOTT (See Thomas H. Endicott of the 130th Indiana 
Infantry, above) 

*** 
 
THOMAS H. ENDECOTT (See Thomas H. Endicott of the  
80th Indiana Infantry, above) 

*** 
 
WILLAM ENDECOTT (See William Endicott, aka William F. Endicott, of the 
14th Kentucky Infantry, above) 

*** 
 
WILLIAM ENDECOTT 
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 According to the NPS database, he was a Private in Company B of the 13th 
Missouri Cavalry. Unfortunately, there is no roster available to shed any more light 
on him.  
 
13th Regiment, Missouri Cavalry 
Organized at St. Louis, Mo., September, 1864, to February, 1865, from Veterans of 
Missouri State Militia Regiments. Attached to District of Rolla and Dept. of 
Missouri to July, 1866. 
 
SERVICE. At St. Louis, Mo., until September, 1864.  Operations against Price 
September to November.  Actions at Glasgow, Mo., October 15.  Little Blue 
October 21.  Lexington October 21.  Independence October 22.  Mine Creek, Little 
Osage River, Marais des Cygnes, October 25.  Carthage October 26.  Duty at Rolla 
till May, 1865.  Operations about Stephenson's Mill March 22-23, 1865 
(Detachment). Scout from Waynesville March 29-April 2 (Detachment).  Scout 
from Rolla April 21-27 (Co. "M"). Skirmish, Spring Valley, April 23 (Co. "M").  
Skirmish near Waynesville May 23 (Detachment).  Moved to Fort Larned, Kan., 
and duty in District of the Plains, operating against Indians, until July, 1866. 
Mustered out July 3, 1866. 
 
Regiment lost during service 11 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 28 
Enlisted men by disease. Total 39. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

2. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com 
*** 

 
ZEPHANIAH ENDECOTT 
 The name is spelled Zepheniah in some documents.  His name appears as a 
“recruit” on the roster of Company B of the 1st Illinois Cavalry.  It says he resided 
in Equality, Illinois.  It says he enlisted on February 15, 1862, mustered in with the 
company on March 13, 1862, and mustered out on July 14, 1862 as a Corporal.  
 
 Companies "A" to "G" of the 1st Illinois Cavalry were mustered into service 
at Alton, Illinois, on July 3, 1861 and served as guards for supply trains and depots 
until mustered out on July 14, 1862.  
 
 Sources: 
 1. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm 
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 2. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
 3.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Regiment_Illinois_Volunteer_Cava          
lry 

*** 
 
ALFRED ENDICUTT (See Alfred Berry Endicott of the 1st Indiana Cavalry, 
above) 

*** 
 
ISAAC INDECOTT 
 He served with the 69th Regiment of the New York State Militia. He could 
be one of the two Isaac Endicotts, above, who also served in New York regiments, 
but not the same one as this man did.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. Ancestry.com 

*** 
 
GABRIEL INDICOTT (See Gabriel J. Endicott, above) 

*** 
JAMES INDICUT 
 He resided in Princeton, Indiana, and enlisted on February 18, 1864.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 

*** 
 

SAMUEL INDICUT (1822 - ?)  
 Alternate spelling: Indicutt.  He was born in Lawrence, Kentucky and was a 
farmer.  He enlisted for three years in Luisa, Kentucky on February 7, 1864 when 
he was 22 years old and served as a Private with Co I, 39th Kentucky Infantry.  He 
was 5 feet, 9 inches tall, had blue eyes, black hair., and a dark complexion. 
  
 Muster rolls for May and June, 1864 show him “absent on detached service 
Lexington Ky” but rolls for November and December show him present.   
 
 Then, in the muster roll for January and February, 1865, the space “Present 
or absent” is left blank and there is a note at the bottom of the page under 
“Remarks” saying “Missing in action.  Supposed captured. Dec 23/64.  Due Gov. 
afc clothing $29.10.  Roll for May & June ’65 next roll upon which name appears.”  
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 And indeed on the muster roll for May and June he is recorded as “present,” 
with the following note: “Returned from Captivity June 23/65.”  
 
 He then appears on the Co. Muster-out Roll with a muster-out date of 
September 15, 1865 with the note that he was last paid in June and is due  $25.75 
in his clothing account.  Under “Bounty paid,” it says “$25; due $275.” 
 
 Under “Remarks” it says “Captured on December 20/64 at Wheeler’s Ford, 
Va.  – Returned June 23/65 = to reg’t.- Due three months extra pay.”  
 
 Wheeler’s Ford is associated with the Battle of Saltville (December 20-
21,1864), during which Samuel was captured, and was fought near the town of 
Saltville, Virginia. 
 
 After the defeat of Union General Stephen G. Burbridge's expedition against 
Saltville, Union General George Stoneman reassembled a force to destroy the salt 
works there.   Stoneman's force included Burbridge's Division and a brigade under 
Brigadier General Alvan C. Gillem. 
 
 After defeating a Confederate force at Marion, Virginia, on the December 
17–18, Stoneman's expedition advanced to Saltville.  General John C. Breckinridge 
had 500 men at Saltville under Colonel Robert Preston. Another brigade of cavalry 
was en route under General Basil W. Duke.  
 
 General Gillem led the Union advance and attacked first.  Burbridge joined 
the fight shortly after and the two Federal columns overwhelmed the town's 
defenses.  Colonel Preston ordered a retreat and Stoneman's troops entered the 
town and destroyed the salt works, accomplishing the objective of the Union raid. 
 
39th Kentucky Infantry 
Organized at Peach Orchard in Lawrence County, Kentucky on November 18, 
1862. It mustered in for a three-year enlistment on February 16, 1863 under the 
command of Colonel John Dils, Jr.  Although the regiment was mounted, it was 
never designated as mounted infantry.  The regiment was attached to District of 
Eastern Kentucky, Department of the Ohio, to June 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th 
Division, XXIII Corps, Department of the Ohio, to August 1863. District of 
Eastern Kentucky, 1st Division, XXIII Corps, to April 1864. 1st Brigade, 1st 
Division, District of Kentucky, 5th Division, XXIII Corps, to July 1864. 3rd 
Brigade, 1st Division, District of Kentucky, to December 1864. Louisa, Kentucky, 
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District and Department of Kentucky, to September 1865.  The 39th Kentucky 
Infantry mustered out of service on September 15, 1865. 
 
SERVICE. Action near Piketon, Ky., November 5, 1862.  Wireman's Shoals, Big 
Sandy River, December 4. Skirmishes in Floyd County December 4 and near 
Prestonburg December 4–5.  Near Prestonburg December 31.  Near Louisa, Ky., 
March 25–26, 1863.  Piketon April 13 and 15. Beaver Creek, Floyd County, June 
27.  Mouth of Coal Run, Pike County, July 2.  Expedition from Beaver Creek into 
southwest Virginia July 3–11.  Pond Creek July 6.  Clark's Neck and Carter County 
August 27.  Marrowbone Creek September 22.  Terman's Ferry January 9, 1864.  
Laurel Creek, W. Va., February 12.  Operations in eastern Kentucky March 28-
April 16.  Forks of Beaver March 31.  Brushy Creek April 7.  Paintsville April 13.  
Half Mountain, Magoffin County, April 14.  Saylersville April 16. Expedition from 
Louisa to Rockhouse Creek May 9–13 (Company B).  Pond Creek, Pike County, 
May 16.  Pike County May 18.  Operations against Morgan May 31-June 20.  Mt. 
Sterling June 9.  Cynthiana June 12. Burbridge's Expedition into southwest 
Virginia September 20-October 17. Saltville October 2.  Stoneman's Expedition 
into southwest Virginia December 10–29.  Bristol, Tenn., December 13.  
Arlington, Va., December 15.  Near Marlon, Va., December 17–18. Saltville, Va., 
December 20–21. Capture and destruction of salt works.  Duty in the Sandy Valley 
and in eastern Kentucky guarding and protecting the country until September 1865. 
 
Casualties 
The regiment lost a total of 234 men during service; 3 officers and 24 enlisted men 
killed or mortally wounded, 3 officers and 194 enlisted men died of disease. 
 
 Sources: 

 1. http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
 2.  http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ 
 3. Indicut,_Samuel,_Co._I,_39_Kentucky_Inf.pdf found by  Dona 
 Eberling 
 4.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/39th_Regiment_Kentucky_Volu       
nteer_ Infantry 
 5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_Saltville 

*** 
 
JAMES C. INDICUTT 
  He was a Private with Company H, 17th Indiana Infantry, a unit that was at 
Chickamauga and Atlanta. 
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17th Regiment, Indiana Infantry  
Organized at Indianapolis, Ind., and mustered in June 12, 1861. Left State for 
Parkersburg, W. Va., July 1. Attached to District of the Kanawha, West Virginia, 
to September, 1861. Cheat Mountain District, W. Va., to November, 1861. 15th 
Brigade, Army of the Ohio, to January, 1862. 15th Brigade, 4th Division, Army of 
the Ohio, January, 1862. 15th Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio, to 
September, 1862. 15th Brigade, 6th Division, 2nd Corps, Army of the Ohio, to 
November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 1st Division, Left Wing 14th Army Corps, Army of 
the Cumberland, to December, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 5th Division (Center), 14th 
Army Corps, to January, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 5th Division, 14th Army Corps, to 
June, 1863. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 14th Army Corps, to October, 1863. 
Wilder's Mounted Brigade, Army of the Cumberland, to November, 1863. 2nd 
Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland, November, 1863. 3rd 
Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland, to October, 1864. 1st 
Brigade, 2nd Division, Wilson's Cavalry Corps, Military Division Mississippi, to 
August, 1865. 

SERVICE.-Moved to Oakland, W. Va., July 23, 1861-thence to Camp Pendleton 
and duty there till August 7. Moved to Cheat Mountain Pass and Elkwater August 
7-13. Operations on Cheat Mountain September 11-17. Elkwater September 11. 
Point Mountain Turnpike September 11-12. Cheat Mountain Pass September 12. 
Elkwater September 14. Action at Greenbrier River October 3-4. Moved to 
Louisville, Ky., November 19 and duty there till December 10. At Camp Wickliffe, 
Ky., until February 10, 1862. Advance on Bowling Green, Ky., and Nashville, 
Tenn., February 10-March 12. March to Savannah, Tenn., March 29-April 7. 
Lawrenceburg April 4. Arrive at Pittsburg Landing April 7. Advance on and siege 
of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 6. Buell's 
Campaign in Northern Alabama and Middle Tennessee June to August. Little 
Pond, near McMinnville, Tenn., August 30. March to Louisville, Ky., in pursuit of 
Bragg September 3-26. (Siege of Munfordsville, Ky., September 16-21. A 
detachment of recruits en route to join Regiment captured September 21.) Moved 
to Bardstown, Ky., October 1 and duty there till October 18. March to Nashville, 
Tenn., via Lebanon, Columbia, Glasgow, Ky., and Gallatin, Tenn., October 18-
November 26. Duty at Nashville till February 1, 1863. Moved to Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., February 1 and duty there till June. Expedition to Auburn, Liberty and 
Alexandria February 3-8. Regiment mounted February 12, and assigned to duty as 
Mounted Infantry. Expedition to Woodbury March 3-8. Action at Woodbury 
March 6. Expedition to Liberty, Carthage and Lebanon April 1-8. Expedition to 
McMinnville April 20-30. Armed with Spencer Carbines May 18. Middle 
Tennessee (or Tullanoma) Campaign June 23-July 7. Big Spring Gap June 24. 
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Hoover's Gap June 24-26. Occupation of Manchester June 27. Raid on Bragg's 
communications July 1-August 16. Captured depot of supplies at Dechard. Passage 
on the Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga (Ga.) 
Campaign August 16-September 22. Capture of Chattanooga September 9. 
Ringgold, Ga., September 11. Lee and Gordon's Mills September 12. Loot's Tan 
Yard September 12-13. Alexander's Bridge and Hall's House September 18. 
Vinyard's House September 19. Battle of Chickamauga September 19-21. Widow 
Glen's House September 20. Operations against Wheeler and Roddy September 29-
October 17. Thompson's Cove, near Beersheba October 3. Glass Cocks October 4. 
Murfreesboro Road, near McMinnville, October 4. Farmington October 7. Sim's 
Farm, near Shelbyville, October 7. Shelbyville October 10. Expedition from 
Maysville to Whitesburg and Decatur November 14-17. Chattanooga-Ringgold 
Campaign November 23-27. Raid on East Tennessee & Georgia R. R. November 
24-27. Charleston and Cleveland November 26. March to relief of Knoxville, 
Tenn., November 28-December 8. Duty at Pulaski, Charleston and Nashville, 
Tenn., until May, 1864. Regiment re-enlisted January 4, 1864. Veterans on 
Furlough January 22 to April 2. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1 to September 8. 
Joined Sherman May 10. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. Movements on Dallas May 
18-25. Near Dallas May 24. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles 
about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. Big Shanty 
June 9. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. 
Noonday Creek June 19. Powder Springs June 20-27. Rottenwood Creek July 4. 
Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Covington July 22. Siege of Atlanta July 22-
August 25. Garrard's Raid to South River July 27-31. Flat Rock Bridge July 28. 
Lovejoy Station July 29-30. Newnan's July 30. Operations at Chattahoochee River 
Bridge August 26-September 2. Operations against Hood in North Georgia and 
North Alabama September 29-November 1. Near Lost Mountain October 4-7. New 
Hope Church October 5. Dallas October 7. Rome October 10-11. Narrows October 
11. Coosaville Road, near Rome, October 13. Near Summerville October 18. Little 
River October 20. Leesburg and Grove Road Crossing, Ala., October 21. Goshen 
October 28. Dismounted November 1 and ordered to Louisville, Ky. Duty there till 
December 28. Moved to Nashville, Tenn., thence to Gravelly Springs, Ala., and 
duty there till March, 1865. Wilson's Raid to Macon, Ga., March 22-April 24. 
Plantersville, Ala., April 1. Selma April 2. Montgomery April 12. Columbia April 
16. Spring Hill, Mimm's Mills, Tobasofkee Creek. Montpelier Springs and Rocky 
Creek Bridge, near Macon, April 20. Capture of Macon April 20. Post duty at 
Macon till August. Mustered out August 8, 1865. 

Regiment lost during service 3 Officers and 90 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 1 Officer and 143 Enlisted men by disease. Total 237. 
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 Sources: 
  1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 

1. http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm 
*** 

 
RICHARD H. INDICUTT 
 (See Richard H. Endicott of the 19th Missouri Infantry, above) 

*** 
 

OTHER ENDICOTTS (2) 
 
JOHN A. BLAKELEY (December 23, 1847 – ca 1939) 
  “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor” by Mabel McFatridge 
McCloskey, states that he was in the Civil War.  And the NPS database shows a 
John A. Blakeley who was a Private in Company F of the 4th Michigan Cavalry.   
The 4th Michigan Cavalry was the regiment that captured the fleeing President of 
the Confederate States of America, Jefferson Davis, as the Confederacy collapsed 
in the spring of 1865. 
 
  John’s line in America is as follows: 

• Governor John Endecott 
• Zerubbabel Endecott 
• Joseph Endecott 
• Joseph Endicott 
• Thomas Endicott 
• Moses Endicott 
• John Endicott 
• Amanda Melvina Endicott  
• John A. Blakeley 

 
4th Regiment, Michigan Cavalry 
Organized at Detroit, Mich., and mustered in August 28, 1862. Left State for 
Louisville, Ky., September 26. Attached to 1st Brigade, Cavalry Division, Army of 
the Ohio, to November, 1862. 1st Brigade, Cavalry Division, Army of the 
Cumberland, to January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the 
Cumberland, to October, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the 
Cumberland, to November, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the 
Cumberland, to November, 1864. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Wilson's Cavalry 
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Corps, Military Division Mississippi, to November, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, Cavalry Corps, Military Division Mississippi, to July, 1865. 
 
SERVICE. Advance on Stanford, Ky., October 10-14, 1862. Action at Stanford 
October 14. March to Gallatin, Tenn., November 1-8. Cumberland River, near 
Gallatin, November 8. Lebanon November 11. Franklin Pike, near Hollow Tree 
Gap, December 4. Reconnaissance from Nashville to Trenton December 11-12. 
Wilson's Creek Pike December 11. Franklin December 12. Near Murfreesboro 
December 15. Reconnaissance from Rural Hill December 20. Wilson's Creek Pike 
December 21 (Cos. "A" and "B"). Advance on Murfreesboro December 26-30. 
Lavergne December 26-27. Stewart's Creek Bridge, Jefferson Pike, December 27 
(Cos. "B," "E," "H" and "L"). Battle of Stones River December 30-31, 1862, and 
January 1-3, 1863. Overall's Creek December 31. Lavergne and Stewart's Creek 
January 1 (Cos. "A," "D," "E" and "G"). Lytle's Creek January 5, 1863. 
Reconnaissance to Harpeth River and Cumberland Shoals January 13-19. 
Woodbury January 24. Unionville and Rover January 31. Expedition to Franklin 
January 31-February 13. Rover February 13. Manchester Pike February 22 
(Detachment). Unionville and Rover March 4. Expedition toward Columbia March 
4-14. Thompson's Station March 9. Rutherford Creek March 10-11. Expedition 
from Murfreesboro to Auburn, Liberty, Snow Hill, etc., April 2-6. Snow Hill, 
Woodbury and Liberty April 3. Franklin April 10. Expedition to McMinnville 
April 20-30. Hickory Creek April 21. Expedition to Middleton May 21-22. 
Middleton May 22. Near Murfreesboro June 3. Scout on Middleton and Eaglesville 
Pike June 10. Scout on Salem Pike June 12. Expedition to Lebanon June 15-17. 
Lebanon June 16. Middle Tennessee (or Tullahoma) Campaign June 23-3uly 7. 
Fosterville and Guy's Gap June 27. Shelbyville June 27. Reconnaissance to Rock 
Island Ferry August 4-5. Sparta August 9. Passage of the Cumberland Mountains 
and Tennessee River and Chickamauga (Ga.) Campaign August 16-September 22. 
Calf Killer River August 17. Pea Vine Bridge and Reed's Bridge September 18. 
Battle of Chickamauga September 19-21. Rossville Gap September 21. Operations 
against Wheeler and Roddy September 30-October 17. McMinnville October 4. 
Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23-27. Raid on East Tennessee & 
Georgia Railroad November 24-27. Charleston and Cleveland November 26. 
March to relief of Knoxville November 28-December 8. On courier duty between 
Headquarters of General Grant and General Burnside during December. Cleveland 
December 22 (Detachment). Scout from Rossville toward Dalton, Ga., January 21-
23, 1864. Near Dalton January 22. Ringgold, Ga., February 18. Demonstrations on 
Dalton, Ga., February 22-27. Tunnel Hill and near Dalton February 23. Buzzard's 
Roost Gap and Rocky Faced Ridge February 23-25. Stone Church, near Catoosa 
Platform, February 27. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1-September 8. Tanner's 
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Bridge May 15. Near Borne May 15. Arundel Creek and Floyd's Springs May 16. 
Near Ringston May 18. Near Dallas May 24. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine 
Creek and battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-
June 5. Big Shanty June 9. Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw 
Mountain June 10-July 2. McAffee's Cross Roads June 11. Noonday Creek June 
20. Powder Springs or Lattimer's Mills June 20. Noonday Creek June 27. Assault 
on Kennesaw June 27. Tunnel Hill June 28. On line of Nickajack Creek July 2-5. 
Rottenwood Creek July 4. Chattahoochee River July 5-17. Flint Hill Church July 
20. Garrard's Raid to Covington July 22-24. Garrard's Raid to South River July 27-
31. Flat Rock Bridge July 28. Siege of Atlanta August 1-16. Kilpatrick's Raid 
around Atlanta August 18-22. Red Oak August 19. Flint River and Jonesboro 
August 19. Lovejoy Station August 20. Operations at Chattahoochee River Bridge 
August 26-September 2. Sandtown August 29. Rosswell September 28. Operations 
against Hood in North Georgia and North Alabama September 29-November 3. 
Lost Mountain October 4-7. New Hope Church October 5. Dallas October 7. Near 
Rome October 10-11. Narrows October 11. Coosaville Road, near Rome, October 
13. Little River October 20. Blue Pond and Leesburg October 21. Ordered to 
Nashville, Tenn., October 26; thence to Louisville, Ky., to refit. At Louisville till 
December 28. March from Louisville, Ky., to Gravelly Springs, Ala., December 
28, 1864, to January 25, 1865, and duty there till March -. Wilson's Raid from 
Chickasaw, Ala., to Macon, Ga., March 2 - April 24. Selma, Ala., April 2. 
Montgomery April 12. Pleasant Hill and Double Bridges April 18. Capture of 
Macon April 20. Pursuit and capture of Jeff Davis at Irwinsville, Ga., May 10 
(Detachment). Duty at Macon and Nashville till July. Mustered out July 1, 1865. 
 
Regiment lost during service 3 Officers and 48 Enlisted men killed and mortally 
wounded and 2 Officers and 341 Enlisted men by disease. Total 394.  (This is most 
men lost of any regiment that Endicotts served in during the Civil War, although 
most of them were killed by disease).  
  Sources: 

1. “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor” Mabel 
McFatridge McCloskey, 1942, page 97 

2. http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm 
*** 

JOHN NEWTON DAVIS 
 “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor” by Mabel McFatridge 
McCloskey, states that he was in Company A of the 58th Indiana Volunteers.  
And indeed, the roster for Company A shows him.  It says he resided in Francisco, 
Indiana, mustered in with the company on November 12, 1861 and under 
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“remarks”  it says: “Veteran; mustered out July 25, ‘65 as Sergeant.”This was the 
same company that Alfred Berry Endicott (see above) was in and they mustered in 
on the same day, but Alfred was killed at Murfreesboro in 1862.  Presumably they 
were cousins. 
 
 John’s line in America is as follows: 

• Governor John  
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• Aaron 
• Sarah Endicott 
• Nancy Whiting 
• John Newton Davis 

58th Indiana Infantry 
Organized at Princeton and Indianapolis, Indiana beginning November 12 and 
mustered in for a three year enlistment on December 22, 1861. 
The regiment was attached to 21st Brigade, Army of the Ohio, January 1862. 21st 
Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio, to September 1862. 15th Brigade, 6th 
Division, II Corps, Army of the Ohio, to November 1862. 1st Brigade, 1st 
Division, Left Wing, XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January 1863. 1st 
Brigade, 21st Division, XXI Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to October 1863. 
2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to April 1864. 
Unattached Pontooneers, Army of the Cumberland and Army of Georgia, until July 
1865. 
The 58th Indiana Infantry mustered out of service at Louisville, Kentucky on July 
25, 1865. 
SERVICE. Ordered to Kentucky December 29, and duty at Bardstown and 
Lebanon, Ky., until February 1862. March through central Kentucky to Nashville, 
Tenn., February 10-March 1, 1862. March to Savannah, Tenn., March 18-April 6. 
Battle of Shiloh, April 6–7 (not engaged). Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss., 
April 29-May 30. Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 12. Buell's Campaign in 
northern Alabama and middle Tennessee along line of the Memphis & Charleston 
Railroad June to August. Little Pond, near McMinnville, August 30. March to 
Louisville, Ky., in pursuit of Bragg August 30-September 26. Pursuit of Bragg to 
London, Ky., October 1–22. Battle of Perryville, October 8 (reserve). March to 
Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 7, and duty there until December 26. 
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Advance on Murfreesboro December 26–30. Lavergne December 26–27. Battle of 
Stones River December 30–31, 1862 and January 1–3, 1863. Duty at Murfreesboro 
until June. Tullahoma Campaign June 23-July 7. Occupation of middle Tennessee 
until August 16. Passage of the Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and 
Chickamauga Campaign August 16-September 22. Expedition from Tracy City to 
the Tennessee River August 22–24 (detachment). Occupation of Chattanooga, 
September 9. Near Lee and Gordon's Mills September 17–18. Battle of 
Chickamauga, September 19–20. Siege of Chattanooga September 24-November 
23. Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23–27. Orchard Knob November 
23–24. Missionary Ridge November 25. Pursuit to Graysville November 26–27. 
March to relief of Knoxville, November 28-December 8. Operations in eastern 
Tennessee until April 1864. Reenlisted January 24, 1864.  Assigned to duty in 
charge of the pontoon trains of General Sherman's Army April 1864, and 
performed all the bridging from Chattanooga to Atlanta, from Atlanta to the sea, 
and in the campaign through the Carolinas. Atlanta Campaign May 1 to September 
8, 1864. Demonstrations on Rocky Faced Ridge May 8–11. Battle of Resaca May 
14–15. About Dallas May 25-June 5. About Marietta and Kennesaw Mountain 
June 10-July 2. Nickajack Creek July 2–5. Chattahoochee River July 5–17. 
Peachtree Creek July 19–20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Flank movement 
on Jonesboro August 25–30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. Pursuit 
of Hood into Alabama October. March to the sea November 15-December 10. 
Siege of Savannah December 10–21. Campaign of the Carolinas January to April 
1865. Non-veterans mustered out December 31, 1864. March to Washington, D.C., 
via Richmond, Va., April 29-May 20., Grand Review May 24. Moved to 
Louisville, Ky., June. 

The regiment lost a total of 258 men during service; 4 officers and 60 enlisted men 
killed or mortally wounded, 2 officers and 192 enlisted men died of disease. 
  Sources: 

1. “Some Descendants of John Endecott, Governor” by Mabel 
McFatridge McCloskey, 1943, page 105. 

2. http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyin/soldiers/58th_in_infantry_s
oldiers.pdf 

*** 
WILLIAM J.  PHILLPS  

He was born in Brown County, Ohio and was 19 years old at the time of 
enlistment.  He was 5’7” tall, with fair complexion and dark eyes.    He was a 
farmer.  
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He was a Private  with Company H of the10th Indiana Cavalry.  He enlisted 
on January 9, 1864 and for a three-year term of service.  He was discharged on 
August 31, 1865 at Vicksburg.   

 
He descends from Governor John Endecott through Joseph Endicott (1770 

or 1780 – 1783 of North Carolina. 
 

 Sources. 
  1.  Original Civil War discharge paper for William J. Phillips supplied 
by Carmen Izzo, 10-12-18.  

*** 
 

SECRETARY OF WARÈ 
 

WILLIAM CROWNINSHIELD ENDICOTT  (November 19, 1826 – May 6, 
1900)  
  
 Although he neither served in combat nor during wartime, he was a 
Democratic politician and the 36th U.S. Secretary of War, from March 5, 1885 to 
March 5, 1889, in the first administration of President Grover Cleveland.  This was 
the first Democratic administration in 24 years, the Democrats having been 
discredited for a generation because of the Civil War.  Prior to that he was a 
Massachusetts State Supreme Court Justice (appointed by a Republican Governor 
no less) and upon his death, Chief Justice of the U.S.  Supreme Court, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, said of him: “…as I saw and knew him upon the bench, of the 
many interesting, powerful and impressive figures that now are only memories, his 
stands out unique in dignity and charm.” (Holmes and William were both members 
of the Porcellian Club while Harvard students.) 
 
 The son of William Putnam and Mary Crowninshield Endicott, William was 
born in Salem, Massachusetts.  He graduated from Harvard College in 1847 and 
attended Harvard Law School in 1849-1850, prior to his admission to the 
Massachusetts bar in 1850.  
 

Salem Light Infantry 
 
 Although William was never a member of the U.S. Military prior to 
becoming U.S. Secretary of War, he did serve as an officer in the Salem Light 
Infantry (S.L.I. ).  This was a military/fraternal organization and its history is 
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recounted in George M. Whipple’s  “History of the Salem Light Infantry From 
1805 to 1890,”  published by the Essex Institute, Salem, Massachusetts in 1890. 
Whipple says that a total of 12 Endicotts served in this unit. 
 
 The S.L.I. was started in 1805.  During the War of 1812, it performed the 
role of Home Guard, ever vigilant to potential attacks on New England, which 
fortunately never came.  
 
 Many towns in Massachusetts and even some outside of Massachusetts had 
light infantry units of their own.  In the Whipple book for example, there is  
reference to a Danvers Light Infantry unit that even had a Major Endicott in it, and 
to units in Providence, Rhode Island and even Chicago, Illinois. 
 
 The S.L.I. did occasional target practice and drills,  a lot of parades, training 
marches and dinners, but no actual fighting prior to the Civil War.  It even had a 
unit yell, called the “Tiger Growl.”  
 
 According to Whipple, William was a Captain in the S.L.I. from September 
9, 1850  to January 29, 1852, but then he appears to have left the unit.  
 
 During the Civil War, the S.L.I. was made part of the 8th Regiment of the 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, General Benjamin Butler commanding General, 
but then the company was mustered out of service on August 1, 1861.   
 
 At that point some past members of the S.L.I. then organized themselves 
into a Home Guard and W.C. Endicott appears again in the Whipple book as a 
Captain in that. 
 
 Meanwhile on October 22, the S.L.I. voted to enlist once again in the Civil 
War and it became part of the 19th Massachusetts Regiment.   Other former 
members joined other units, though. 
 
 For instance, on November 19, 1861, S.L.I members now forming Company 
A of the Massachusetts 50th Regiment, went to New Orleans.  They performed 
picket duty and garrison duty and were sent home and mustered out of service at 
Wenham, Massachusetts on August 24, 1863. 
 
 Others, such as Ingersoll B. Endicott (see above), who had joined the S.L. I. 
on May 25, 1854,  joined other regular units of the Union Army and served in 
many important Civil War battles. 
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 All told, according to Whipple, of the 71 men who obeyed the first call to 
service in the Civil War, 42 eventually received commissions in the Union Army 
from Lieutenant up to Brigadier General and four different companies issuing from 
the S.L.I. were raised and mustered into service. 
 
 After the Civil War, starting on November 24, 1868,  William  became First 
Captain of the Salem Light Infantry Veteran Association.   On December 4, 1868, 
he was made Major of the Association. 
 
 On October 12, 1887, there was a joint Veterans and Active Company 
parade, commemorating the 25th anniversary of the founding of the S.L.I. 
Veterans’ Corps and among those sent letters of congratulations was William C. 
Endicott, now US Secretary of War.  
 
 On May 1, 1888, resolutions of respect were “passed for the memory of 
members deceased since the last meeting” and one of the names mentioned was 
another Endicott, William Putnam Endicott.  
 
 On October 15, 1889, the annual parade of the Salem Light Infantry Veteran 
Association was held in honor of William C. Endicott – but he had to miss it 
because he was sick.  
 
 
 



 347 

 
  

William Crowninshield Endicott 
 
 William married Ellen Peabody, daughter of George and Clarissa Peabody 
of Salem, on December 13, 1859, in Salem, Massachusetts.  Her grandfather was 
the distinguished Salem ship owner, Joseph Peabody, who made a fortune 
importing pepper from Sumatra and he was one of the wealthiest men in the United 
States at the time of his death in 1844.  They had two children.   
 
 A portrait of Ellen Peabody Endicott by the famous painter, John Singer 
Sargent, is in the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. 
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Ellen Peabody Endicott by John Singer Sargent 
 

Glen Magna 
 
 By marrying into the Peabody family, besides marrying into vast wealth, 
William married into the large estate of Glen Magna, owned by his wife.  Today, 
the estate is owned by the Danvers Historical Society and has a website at 
http://www.glenmagnafarms.org/history.html.   
 

Time as Secretary of War 
 
 Following 4 unsuccessful runs for Massachusetts Attorney General and an 
unsuccessful run for Congress in 1879, William served on the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court until 1882.  Then, after an unsuccessful gubernatorial race 
in 1884, he was appointed Secretary of War by Grover Cleveland.  He served in 
that capacity between 1885 and 1889 and oversaw many important changes in the 
organization of the United States Army, including the establishment of a system of 
examinations to determine the promotion of officers.  He also oversaw the capture 
of Geronimo and the last of the Indian Wars.  
 
 More famously, he also chaired the joint Army, Navy and civilian Board of 
Fortifications, soon to be called the Endicott Board, which created a vast new 



 349 

system of American coastal defense fortifications constructed in the era of the 
Spanish-American War, called the Endicott Period Fortifications.  This system 
included fortifications as far away as Puerto Rico and Corregidor in the 
Philippines.  Part of this system were the Endicott guns, massive artillery pieces 
that retracted after firing both to be reloaded more easily and to be less visible to 
the enemy.  
 

 
 

War Office signature of William C. Endicott 
 

Geronimo 
  
  During W.C.’s time as Secretary of War, the only fighting the U.S. Army 
had to do was to suppress Indian uprisings and one of the last of these, the final 
capture of Geronimo of the Chiracahua Apaches, came on September 6, 1886.   
 
 As recounted in Geronimo’s autobiography, “My Life”, dictated to Steven 
Melvil Barrett, as a young man, Geronimo’s wife, mother, and children were all 
killed by Mexican soldiers during a raid on his village.  This led to Geronimo’s 
permanent rage against the Mexicans and his many raids to kill them out of 
revenge. 
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 For the next ten years, Geronimo, a sachem of the Chiricahua Apaches but 
never their chief, led groups of warriors that hunted and killed Mexican soldiers. 
But after the end of the Mexican-American War in 1848, Geronimo faced a new 
enemy: Americans miners seeking gold and settlers seeking land who began 
pouring onto Apache land.  The Apaches responded by protecting their land 
fiercely by attacking them, too.  
 
 Geronimo’s father-in-law, the Apache chief Cochise, negotiated a treaty 
with the Americans so that the Apaches could keep some of their land and live in 
peace on a reservation in Arizona.  But after Cochise died, the US government 
again pushed onto their property. Most of the tribe remained on the reservation, but 
Geronimo retaliated by leaving the reservation on four different occasions, in 1876, 
1878, 1881 and 1885, and escaped into the Sierra Madre mountains in Mexico to 
continue his raids. 
 
 General Nelson Miles arrived at Fort Bowie, Arizona, in April 1886 to take 
command of the Department of Arizona and pursue the remaining band of 
renegade Chiricahua Apaches, this time led by Geronimo and Naiche (aka 
Natchez).  Miles established Fort Huachuca in Sierra Vista, Arizona, as his forward 
base of operations.   
 
 While many US Army units were looking for Geronimo, it was one of 
Miles’s subordinate, Lieutenant Charles B. Gatewodd of the 6th Cavalry/Apache 
Scouts operating out of Fort Huachuca, who found him in Skeleton Canyon, in 
New Mexico, and convinced him to give himself up on September 5, 1886 as a 
prisoner of war, after a 16-month campaign.  And with his capture, twenty-five 
years of intermittent warfare between the Chiricahua Apaches and Americans 
came to an end. 
 
 The following is a telegram Endicott sent to General Miles congratulating 
him on the capture of Geronimo: 
 
  
      Adjutant General’s Office 
      Washington, September 8, 1886 
General N.A. Miles 
 Commanding Department  Arizona,  Fort Bowie, Arizona 
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 I send you my heartiest congratulations on the happy results of your 
campaign against the Apaches, and beg to express the great satisfaction of the 
Department on your signal success.   
 
     W.C. ENDICOTT, 
      Secretary of War  
 
 
 General Miles had Geronimo sent to Benson, Arizona, where there was a 
train station.  Fearing that Geronimo might be lynched, Miles then had Geronimo  
sent by train to Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas.   
 
 After that Miles was able to convince his superiors, President Cleveland and 
Secretary of War Endicott, to authorize the removal of the entire Chiricahua tribe 
to two Army forts in Florida.  Miles purposely ignored the fact that 385 
Chiricahuas not only had lived peacefully on the Arizona reservation and had 
never provided aid or recruits to the hostiles. But Miles argued that the reservation 
was a breeding ground for new leaders, implying that malcontents might cause 
more trouble. His arguments convinced Cleveland and  Endicott to send the 
Indians to Fort Pickens (where Geronimo went) and Fort Marion, both in Florida. 
 
 The following is a communication from Endicott to General Philip Sheridan, 
of Civil War fame, and now the Commanding General of the U.S. Army, to this 
effect: 
 
       War Department 
      Washington City, October 19, 1886 
 
 
 Sir: By direction of the President that the hostile Apache adult Indians, 
 fifteen in number, recently captured in Mexico and now at San Antonio, 
 Texas, viz. Geronimo, Natchez, Percio, Fun, Abnadria, Nahi, Yahnsza, 
 Fishnolth, Tounzee, Bishi, Chapo, Lazaiyah, Molzos, Kithdigal, Sephonue, 
 and Lonah, be sent under proper guard to Fort Pickens, Florida, there to be 
 kept in close custody until further orders.  These Indians have been guilty of 
 the worst crimes known to the law, committed under circumstances of great 
 atrocity, and the public safety requires that they should be removed far from 
 the scene of their depredations and guarded with he strictest vigilance.  
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 The remainder of the band captured at the same time, consisting of eleven 
 women, six children, and two enlisted scouts, you are to send to Fort 
 Marion , Florida and place with the other Apache Indians recently conveyed 
 to now under custody at that post. 
 
 You will see that all the details and arrangements are made for the prompt 
 and efficient execution of this order. 
  
 Very respectfully, your obedient servant,  
 
      W.C. ENDICOTT, 
                Secretary of War  
 
Lieut. Gen. P.H. Sheridan 
  United States Army. 
 
 Under the terms of Geronimo’s surrender, the Indians were supposed to 
remain in Florida for only two years, after which they could return to their home 
Arizona. But Endicott changed his mind about this and  decided it foolhardy to 
return the Apaches to the Southwest where they might cause further trouble.  So he 
set about "civilizing" them, sending some of the older children to the Indian school 
in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, where their hair was cut, they were dressed in uniforms, 
and they were given white names.   
 
 By 1894, long after Endicott had left office, and 300 Chiracahuas had died in 
captivity, the 200 survivors, including Geronimo, were transferred to Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma.  While based there Geronimo became a sort of entrepreneur, accepting 
money to appear in various western reenactments.  He was even one of six former 
Indian warriors who were part of Teddy Roosevelt’s inaugural parade in 1905.  
Geronimo died at Fort Sill in 1909 from pneumonia at age 79 and was buried in the 
Apache graveyard there.  
 
  In 1913 and 1914, the decision was made to free the Ciracahuas -- sort of.  
They were given the choice of staying in the Fort Sill area or going to the 
Mescalero Apache reservation in New Mexico, where most went.  But Geronimo 
stayed at Fort Sill.  
 
 There is a postscript to all this involving another Endicott: Endicott Peabody 
Davison (see below in WWII chapter), who like W.C. was a descendant of 
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Governor John Endecott.  Davison was the lawyer representing Yale’s Skull and 
Bones secret society in 1986 in a dispute over possession of Geronimo’s skull. 
 
 According to a story, six members of the Skull and Bones society stole 
Geronimo’s skull and thighbone from his grave at Fort Sill,  where they were 
stationed as Army volunteers in WWI and brought them back to Skull and Bones.   
Among the group was Prescott Bush, the father of US President George H.W. 
Bush, and the grandfather of US President George W. Bush. 
 
 In 1986, former San Carlos Apache chairman, Ned Anderson, received an 
anonymous letter with a photograph of a skull and a copy of a log book claiming 
that Skull and Bones held Geronimo’s skull, a story that members of Skull and 
Bonesmen have traditionally believed.  It is rumored that initiation to Skull and 
Bones includes kissing the skull. 
 
 Anderson then met with two Skull and Bones representatives and Bonesmen 
themselves, about the story.  They were Jonathan Bush, brother of President 
George H.W. Bush, and attorney, Endicott P. Davison.  They denied that Skull and 
Bones had Geronimo’s skull, but instead had another skull, which they offered to 
give to Anderson.  He didn’t accept it, though, saying it wasn’t the one in the 
photograph.  But the idea that the story was a hoax prevailed, which settled the 
matter -- for a while.  
 
 In 2006, the allegations of Skull and Bones having Geronimo’s skull 
were renewed when a 1918 letter from a Skull & Bones member, Winter 
Mead to Trubee Davison, father of Endicott Peabody Davison, was 
unearthed claiming the theft and was printed in the Yale alumni magazine. 
A passage form the letter reads: "The skull of the worthy Geronimo the 
Terrible, exhumed from its tomb at Fort Sill by your club  
… is now safe inside [the clubhouse] together with his well worn femurs, 
bit & saddle horn." 
 
 But Mead was not at Fort Sill when the alleged theft occurred so his 
statement can’t be taken as definitive.  Nevertheless, the story led Harlyn 
Geronimo of Mescalero, New Mexico, who claims he is a great-grandson 
of Geronimo and is a Vietnam veteran, to write President George W. Bush 
in 2006 requesting his help in returning the remains.  (Some other 
Geronimo descendants think Harlyn is not a descendant of Geronimo but 
has entered the dispute merely for publicity reasons.  But they are accused 
of fighting his claim because they want Geronimo’s remains to stay at Fort 
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Sill because it draws tourists to the area, which they profit from.)  
 
  In 2009, former US Attorney General under President Johnson, 
Ramsey Clark, then 81 years old, filed a lawsuit on behalf of Geronimo’s 
descendants against several parties, including Skull and Bones.  But Skull 
and Bones was not the main focus of the 32-page suit: the first-named 
defendants were President Barack Obama and the secretaries of defense 
and the Army.  The main defendant was the U.S. Army, owner of Fort Sill, 
and the main objective of the suit was not just to obtain remains from Skull 
and Bones, but rather to move all of Geronimo’s remains to what Harlyn 
Geronimo claimed was Geronimo’s New Mexico homeland. 
 
 In 2010, Skull and Bones and the government won the law suit with 
Washington, D.C. federal court judge Richard Roberts dismissing the 
claims against them, saying the plaintiffs failed to establish that the 
government had waived its right not to be sued without its consent.  He 
also dismissed the lawsuit against Yale and Skull and Bones, saying the 
plaintiffs cited a law that only applies to Native American cultural items 
excavated or discovered after 1990.  Clark said he was going to keep 
pursuing the matter, but as of this writing there have been no further 
developments.  
 
 Some people such as David H. Miller, a history professor at Cameron 
University in Lawton, Oklahoma, believe that Bonesmen could not have robbed 
Geronimo’s grave.  He cites historical accounts that the grave was unmarked and 
overgrown until a Fort Sill librarian persuaded local Apaches to identify the site for 
him in the 1920s -- after the alleged theft.  "My assumption is that they did dig up 
somebody at Fort Sill," said Miller. "It could have been an Indian, but it probably 
wasn't Geronimo."  
 

Teddy Roosevelt 
 
 One of the more interesting correspondences W.C. had as Secretary of War 
was with Teddy Roosevelt, also in 1886.  (Both T.R. and W.C. had been members 
of the Porcelian Club while at Harvard.) While out west somewhere, Roosevelt had 
heard of a border clash with Mexico, which he thought might lead to war.   So he 
wrote W.C. with a proposal: Roosevelt would raise an entire regiment of cowboys 
and place them “at the service of the government.”  
 

Unfortunately for T.R.,  W.C. decided to settle the dispute through 
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diplomatic channels – and T.R. would have to wait 12 years for the Spanish-
American war to distinguish himself.  “If a war had come off,” T.R. said later, 
despairing of boredom, “ I would surely have had behind me as utterly reckless a 
set of desperados as ever sat in the saddle. It is no use saying that I would like a 
chance at something I thought I  could really do; at present I see nothing whatever 
ahead.” 
 

Return of Confederate Battle Flags 
 
 In 1887, William was involved in a major controversy with the all-powerful 
Grand Army of The Republic (GAR), the Union veterans organization, which 
probably cost Cleveland to lose the Presidency.  (He won it back later, though, 
being the only President to serve two non-consecutive terms.)  
 
 To begin with, the Cleveland administration was the first Democratic one 
since the Civil War, and Cleveland was the first President since the Civil War not 
to have been in it.  So that automatically made the Republican GAR suspicious.   
 
 But then in 1887 William recommended to President Cleveland that the U.S. 
return to the Confederate states battle flags that were in the basement of the War 
Department as an attempt at North-South reconciliation. 
 
  Cleveland agreed and issued an executive to do so.  But it was a major 
political blunder: a GAR firestorm of protest forced Cleveland to rescind the order. 
The next year, 1888, Cleveland lost a very narrow election, even winning the 
popular vote by 100,000, but the Union veteran vote against him cost him several 
crucial Northern states in the electoral college.  
 
 The flags remained in the basement until a future Republican President, 
Theodore Roosevelt, came into office.  In 1904, he sponsored a bill to return the 
Confederate battle flags and it passed both houses unanimously in February 
1905.  By this time, after 40 years, the passions of the Civil War had cooled 
sufficiently and the Spanish-American War, in which Roosevelt had become a 
national hero, had brought troops from the North and the South together in a 
common cause.  
 

Mary Crowninshield Endicott 
 
 William’s daughter, Mary Crowninshield Endicott, has an interesting story,  
being married first to the British statesman, Joseph Chamberlain, in 1888 and after 
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Joseph died, to the Anglican clergyman, William Hartley Carnegie, in 1916. 
 
 As part of the Endicott Family Reunion on June 19,  2012,  EFA members 
were given a tour of Glen Magna by Wayne Eisenhauer of the Danvers Historical 
Society.  He related a story concerning Mary and her husband who on several 
occasions visited Glen Magna while Joseph was British Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, thus making him one of the most powerful men in the world (he presided 
over the Second Boer War, for example).  During these visits, Joseph came with 
dozens of staffers. 
 
 During one visit, according to Wayne Eisenhauer, there was an assassination 
attempt on Joseph.  He and Mary were sitting in the estate’s  large garden with 
their backs to a hedge that concealed a would-be assassin. 
Legend has it that the assassin was about to fire a gun at Joseph but then hesitated 
when he saw Mary.  Apparently, at that time there was a “code of ethics” among 
assassins: don’t assassinate anyone in front of his wife – or at least that’s how the 
story goes.  The hesitation was enough to give Joseph’s retainers a chance to 
capture the would-be assassin and lead him away. 
 
 Mary’s story goes on.  Joseph had been married twice before, each of the 
previous wives dying early.  So, when Mary became his wife, she had two 
stepchildren that were about her age, each from a separate marriage. 
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Mary Crowninshield Endicott painted by John Singer Sargent 
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 The eldest was Austen Chamberlain, who was British Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and a 1924 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate for his work on the 
Locarno Treaties in which the victorious Allies of WWI, and the new states of 
central and Eastern Europe, made post-war territorial settlements and normalized 
relations with the defeated Germany. 
 
 The youngest was Austen’s half-brother, Neville Chamberlain, who was 
British Prime Minister from May 1937 to May, 1940.  Neville Chamberlain is best 
known for his appeasement foreign policy, and in particular for his signing of the 
Munich Agreement in 1938, conceding the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia 
to Germany.  When Adolf Hitler continued his aggression by invading Poland, 
Britain declared war on Germany on September 3, 1939, and Chamberlain led 
Britain through the first eight months of the Second World War before being 
replaced by Winston Churchill. 
  

Descent from John Endecott 
 
 William Crowninshield Endicott was a direct descendant of the 
Massachusetts governor, John Endecott, and a first cousin three times removed of 
another Massachusetts governor, Endicott Peabody (see below).  Here is William’s 
line in America: 
 
1.  John Endecott (1588-1666) 
2.  Zerubbabel Endecott (1635-1683) 
3.  Samuel Endecott (1659-1694) 
4. Samuel  Endicott(1687-1766) 
5.  John Endicott (1713-1783) 
6.  John Endicott (1739-1816) 
7.  Samuel Endicott (1763-1828).  Married Elizabeth Putnam 
8.  William Putnam Endicott (1803-1888). Married Mary Crowninshield 
9.  William Crowninshield Endicott,Sr. (1826-1900) 
10. William Crowninshield, Endicott Jr. (1860-1935).   It is this W.C. Endicott 
who willed the Original Portrait of John Endecott to the State of Massachusetts.  
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  William Crowninshield Endicott, Jr – yet another member  
  of the  family painted by John Singer Sargent 
 
 William is buried with his wife in the Endicott Lot (1554) at Harmony 
Grove Cemetery in Salem, Massachusetts. 
 
 Sources: 
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1. George M. Whipple’s  “History of the Salem Light Infantry From 
1805 to 1890,” first referred to me by Paul Kenworthy of Salem, 
Massachusetts and then sent to me by EFA President Gordon 
Harmon. 

2. Glen Magna website at http://www.glenmagnafarms.org/history.html.   
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Crowninshield_Endicott 
4. “The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt,” by Edmund Morris, Coward, 

McCann and Geogehegan, 1979,  p. 336 
5. Story related by Wayne Eisenhauer, June 19,  2012,  when he 

facilitated an EFA tour of Glen Magna.  
6. Author’s personal visits to Puerto Rico and Corregidor. 
7. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austen_Chamberlain 
8. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neville_Chamberlain 
9. p. 108,  “Memoir of John Endecott, First Governor of the 

  Colony of Massachusetts, by Charles M. Endicott, Printed at the  
 Observer’s Office in 1847. Found on-line  at: 
 http://books.google.com/books?id=R8ktXPaIhXQC&printsec=frontcover#v
 =onepage&q&f=false 
 

*** 
 

SPANISH-AMERICAN WARÈ 
 
 This war was fought from April 25 – August 12, 1898 in Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
the Philippines and Guam.  In other words, it was only 10 weeks long.  
 
 Ever since 1868, Cuba had been trying to become independent from Spain. 
Just before the Spanish –American War there was revolt against Spain but this time 
an arrangement had been made to make Cuba an autonomous government.  
 
 Eleven days after this was announced, President McKinley sent the 
battleship U.S.S. Maine to Havana to ensure the safety of American citizens and 
interests.  But on February 15, a terrific explosion occurred on the Maine and it 
sank, causing the deaths of 266 American sailors.  While the cause of the explosion 
remains controversial to this day, the American public demanded action. 
 
 On April 20, 1898, President McKinley signed a joint resolution passed by 
the U.S. Congress that demanded Spanish withdrawal from Cuba and authorized 
the President to use as much force as necessary to help Cuba gain independence 
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from Spain.  This led to Spain declaring war on the United States (and then the US 
declaring war on Spain).   
 
 Although the Spanish-American war is largely forgotten today, it had several 
highly significant consequences: 
 

• It effectively marked the end of the 500 year-old Spanish empire.  
• The press showed Northerners and Southerners, blacks and whites 

fighting against a common foe, helping to heal the wounds left from the 
American Civil War. 

• By annexing the former Spanish colonies of Puerto Rico, the Philippines 
and Guam, the United States became an imperial power and a player in 
the world affairs.  

 
 These were the key battles of the war: 
 
PACIFIC THEATER 
 
The Philippines had long been a colony of Spain but it started a revolution against 
Spain in 1896, which the U.S. backed upon entering the Spanish-American war. 
 
May 1, 1898 
MANILA BAY.  This was the first battle between American and Spanish forces.  
In it, Commodore George Dewey, commanding the U.S. Navy's Asiatic Squadron 
aboard USS Olympia, defeated a Spanish squadron in a matter of hours. Dewey 
managed this with only nine wounded. 
 
June 20, 1898 
GUAM.   The U.S. fleet captured Guam from Spain without firing a shot.  Later, 
During WWII, the Japanese captured it from us and we had to take it back again, 
with at least one Endicott, George W. Endicott (see below), in the attack force. 
 
CUBAN CAMPAIGN 
 
June 24 
LAS GUASIMAS.  The battle ended indecisively and the Spanish left Las 
Guasimas on their planned retreat to Santiago.   American troops had rifles that 
were inferior to what the Spanish had.  We had the .30-40 Krag-Jørgensen and 
worse, the .45-70 Springfield single-shot black powder rifles.  As a result, the US 
troops were unable to respond to the Spanish with an equivalent volume of fire. 
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American soldiers were able to advance against the Spanish only in four-to-five 
man groups advancing while others laid down supporting fire from small arms. 
 
July 1, 1898 
EL CANAY AND SAN JUAN HILL.  These were just outside Santiago.  15,000 
American troops, including Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough Riders,  attacked 
1,270 well-entrenched Spanish troops. More than 200 U.S. soldiers were killed and 
close to 1,200 wounded in the fighting.  Supporting fire by Gatling guns was 
critical to the success of the assault. 
 
June 6-10, 1898 
INVASION OF GUANTAMO BAY.  This was first a U.S. naval attack and then 
a successful landing of U.S. Marines with naval support. 
 
July 3, 1898 
SANTIAGO.  This was the largest naval engagement of the Spanish–American 
War and resulted in the destruction of the Spanish Caribbean Squadron and 
completed the capture of Cuba.  But the U.S. had to remove much of the 
occupation force due to yellow fever. 
 
May 12, - August 13, 1898 
PUERTO RICO CAMPAIGN.  After several battles, the campaign and the war 
ended when Spain signed an armistice relinquishing its sovereignty over Puerto 
Rico, Cuba, the Philippines and Guam. 

 
ENDICOTTS IN THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR 
 
FRANCIS CASSIUS ENDICOTT (April 5, 1879 - March 19, 1964) 
[See World War I Chapter; he also fought in that and his whole record is there.]  

*** 
 
MARCUS F.  ENDICOTT 
 In 1898, he was a Sergeant with Company M of the 4th Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment.  The 4th Illinois was organized and mustered into the service of 
the U.S. at Springfield on May 24, 1898 with 50 officers and 994 men.   It arrived 
in Havana, Cuba on January 7, 1899 after the fighting was over and participated in 
the occupation of Cuba following the war.  It returned to the US on April 5 -6, 
1899 and was mustered out of service on May 2, 1899  with 49 officers and 960 
enlisted men. Casualties while in service: Officers-none. Enlisted men-died of 
disease, 24; killed by accident, 1; deserted, 4. 
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 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com. U.S., Spanish American War Volunteers Index to 
Compiled Military Service Records, 1898 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2012. 

2. http://www.fortwiki.com/4th_Illinois_Volunteer_Infantry 
*** 

 
 

MARTIN VAN ENDICOTT, II (1876-1966) 
 Martin was born to Martin V. Endicott I and Martha Jane Smiley in April of 
1876, in Crossville, White County, Illinois.  The family remained in White County 
through his childhood.  
 
 In June of 1898 he joined Company C of the 9th Illinois Infantry and was 
shipped out to the Philippine Islands during the Spanish-American War.  After two 
years of service with that unit, Martin re-enlisted with Company L , 2nd Regiment 
of Illinois.  
 
 The 9th Illinois Volunteer Infantry was later in the continental U.S. during 
the war, but it after that served in Cuba as part of the U.S. occupation forces.  The 
9th was mustered into the federal service July 4 -11, 1898 at Springfield, Illinois.   
At the time of mustering in, the regiment consisted of forty-five officers and 1,279 
enlisted men. 
 
 On August 3, the regiment was ordered south to Camp Cuba Libre at 
Jacksonville, Florida to join Major General Fitzhugh Lee’s Seventh Corps. 
(Fizhugh Lee was the nephew of Robert E. Lee and a former Civil War general 
himself.)  It arrived six days later and was assigned to the corps’ Second Brigade 
of the Second Division.  While the 9th Illinois was in Florida, an armistice was 
agreed to between Spain and the United States on August 13, ending the war’s 
fighting. 

 On October 21, the regiment was relocated to Savannah, Georgia and 
reassigned to the Second Brigade, First Division of the Seventh Army Corps. 
While the regiment was in Savannah, the Spanish American War officially ended 
with the signing of the Treaty of Paris on December 10, 1898. 

 On January 3, 1899, the Ninth Illinois boarded the transport ship “Mobile”, 
in company with the Fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, for transport to Havana, 



 364 

Cuba, where it arrived two days later.   Here it began its service as part of the 
island’s occupation force.   

 On April 19, the regiment left Havana, aboard the transport “Dixie” and 
arrived back at Savannah two days later.  After spending time in quarantine, the 
regiment arrived in Augusta, Georgia on April 28, where it was mustered out of 
service on May 20, 1899.  At the time of mustering out, the regiment consisted on 
45 officers and 1,095 enlisted men. 

 During its term of service, the regiment lost  1 officer and 2 enlisted men 
who died in accidents, 27 enlisted men who died of disease, and had 46 men 
discharged because of disability.  In addition, 1 enlisted man was court-martialed 
and 4 enlisted men deserted. 
 
 Martin returned to Crossville after the war was over.   There he met and 
married Nella Gibbs.  Their only child, Gerald Martin, was born in Crossville in 
April of 1906.   (Gerald served on board the S.S. Simon-Benson as a merchant 
marine in WWII -- see WWII section). 
 
 Shortly thereafter, Gerald’s brother, Nella, Martin, and Gerald started a cross 
country trip, finally settling in Eugene, Oregon.  There, Martin was a barber by 
trade for many years and Nella worked in a cannery.  
 
 Martin died at the age of 89 in 1966.  Nella lived another eight years, joining 
Martin in 1975. They are both buried in Lane Memorial Gardens in Eugene, 
Oregon.  
 
 Sources:  
 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/or/Shulmire/pageEndicott.html 
 

*** 
MORDECAI THOMAS ENDICOTT (1844-1926) 

Surely Rear Admiral Mordecai T. Endicott deserves a prominent place in the 
history of the “new” U.S. Navy.  The history of the Navy divides into two major 
periods:  

 
* The "Old Navy," which was a small but respected force of sailing ships that 

was also notable for innovation, such as the use of ironclads during the American Civil 
War. 
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* The "New Navy," which was the result of a vast modernization that began 

in the 1880s and made it the largest Navy in the world by 1945.  Mordecai was a 
key part of this second period.  He didn’t design or build the ships, but he designed 
and built the support system for them––the docks, the cranes, the transportation 
system within the docks, and the recruitment of professionally trained engineers to 
implement all of this.  

 
 
    Rear Admiral Mordecai Endicott 

 

Because of this, Mordecai Endicott is known as the “Father of the U.S. 
Navy’s Civil Engineering Corps.”  Not only was he the first Civil Engineer Corps 
(CEC) officer to be appointed Chief of the U.S. Navy’s Bureau of Yards and 
Docks (BuDocks), but as such he helped transform the Navy's shore establishment 
from supporting a small wooden-hulled navy into supporting the modern steel navy 
of the 20th century. He also fashioned the organization to do this by transforming 
and enlarging the Civil Engineer Corps.  Not surprisingly, he had to fight many 
political battles to accomplish all this. 

Early life 

Mordecai Endicott was born at Mays Landing, New Jersey, on November 
26, 1844, the son of Thomas and Ann Endicott and he is a direct descendant of 
John Endecott, with the descent being as follows:  
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• Governor John  
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• John 
• Benjamin 
• William 
• Thomas 
• Mordecai 

 
Having completed his primary education in Mays Landing, he entered 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York, and graduated in 1868 with a 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineering, having written a thesis reviewing N.W. 
Wheeler’s patent for a triangular beam engine.   He would go on to be the first of 
many distinguished Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute graduates to lead the Navy’s 
civil engineering efforts and the first of more than 50 Rensselaer graduates to attain 
the rank of admiral.  

Early work as a Navy civil engineer 

After four years in the mining and railroad industry, Mordecai was hired in 
1872 as a civilian assistant civil engineer at the newly- established League Island 
Naval Station, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

It’s important to understand that at this time, on the one hand, the Navy 
increasingly found that it needed the services of professionally-trained engineers, 
but on the other hand, “old guard” Naval officers didn’t like the idea that they were 
more or less forced to hire civilians like Mordecai to do the work.  

Eight months later he was placed in charge of the Civil Engineering 
Department of the Philadelphia Navy Yard. He remained in that position until July 
3, 1874 when he was commissioned in the Navy as a Navy Civil Engineer and sent 
to the Naval Station, New London, Connecticut. 

From 1874 to 1890 Endicott served at various navy yards, moving up to the 
“relative rank” of Commander in 1882.   

Once again, we need to understand what it meant to be a civilian working for 
the Navy.  From 1867 to 1921, the Navy had a dual rank system.  “Line rank” was 
for the officers who did the actual sailing of ships, whereas “relative rank” was for 
technicians who got the same pay as line rankers, but until 1921 did not enjoy all 
the privileges that line rankers did. One of the many things Mordecai accomplished 
in his career was helping to end this dual rank system.  



 367 

In April 1890 he became the Consulting Engineer of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks in Washington, D.C. and this placed him in charge of all civil 
engineering work under the Bureau's jurisdiction.  

He revolutionized BuDocks 

The Bureau of Yards and Docks was the branch of the Navy responsible 
from 1842 to 1966 for building and maintaining navy yards, drydocks, and other 
facilities relating to ship construction, maintenance, and repair.    Established on 
August 31, 1842, the Bureau was abolished in 1966 as part of the Department of 
Defense's reorganization of its material establishment, being replaced by the Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC). 

As the Consulting Engineer, Endicott advised the Chief of the Bureau who 
was a line officer, on technical matters. This assignment placed Endicott in a 
position of extreme responsibility because the Navy’s shore establishment was in 
great need of modernization.  But he wasn’t technically a Navy line officer then.  

Although the construction of modern steel-hulled, steam-driven naval 
vessels had already begun, the Navy yards were operated in an out-of-date manner.  
Ox- drawn carts still provided transportation in the yards and electric installations 
for light and power had yet to be introduced. Buildings were built of brick and 
lumber and dry docks of wood.  A steel and concrete navy yard was what was 
needed.  

It fell to Endicott to begin this modernization. The 1890s saw tremendous 
progress in all avenues of engineering and industrial endeavor.  Endicott provided 
the Navy with an entire modern shore establishment that made use of the latest 
techniques in the private sector. Because of his extensive engineering and 
managerial experience from eighteen years of service at the principal Atlantic coast 
navy yards, he was admirably suited to the task. 

During Endicott's eight years as Consulting Engineer, BuDocks entered into 
110 construction contracts. Some of the most outstanding projects were timber dry 
docks with stone and concrete entrances for the shipyards at Puget Sound, 
Washington; New York, New York; and Port Royal, South Carolina; and the 
design of 40-ton locomotive job-cranes capable of handling the armor plating of 
the battleships then under construction. 

Interoceanic canal 

Like other Civil Engineer Corps officers before and after him, Endicott 
became involved in one of the major engineering projects of the century, the 
building of an interoceanic canal. 
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 On April 26, 1895 during his second presidential administration, President 
Grover Cleveland appointed Endicott the Navy member of the Nicaragua Canal 
Commission of 1895.  (During his first administration Cleveland had appointed 
Mordecai’s cousin, William Crowninshield Endicott, Sr., Secretary of War.)  

This commission examined the Nicaragua canal route proposed by the 
Maritime Canal Company on the basis of feasibility, cost, and permanence and 
expressed reservations. The commission's report led Congress to delay taking 
action on bills furthering the Nicaragua canal project and it was eventually 
abandoned in favor of the Panama Canal route. 

Lowers the cost of battleship armor 

On July 19, 1897 Congress forbade the Navy from paying more than $300 
per ton for battleship armor. If armor could not be purchased within this limit, the 
Secretary of the Navy was authorized to establish a government factory to produce 
the armor in the quantities needed. 

Endicott was appointed to a three member Armor Factory Board that 
investigated the design and construction of such a factory.  When presented to 
Congress, the board’s detailed report so impressed armor manufacturers that they 
quickly lower their bids. 

    Spanish-American War looming 

In early 1898, the term of line officer Rear Admiral Edmund O. Matthews as 
Chief of the BuDocks was expiring and President McKinley, on the 
recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy, determined to break with a 56-year 
precedent by appointing a Civil Engineer Corps officer instead of a Navy line 
officer to the position.  

The nation stood on the brink of war with Spain and it was felt that a civil 
engineer should at last head the Navy bureau most intimately concerned with civil 
engineering.   

 
So, when Civil Engineer Peter C. Asserson, the senior Civil Engineer Corps 

officer, was first offered the position but declined because of age, President 
McKinley nominated Mordecai Endicott, who was the next in seniority for it, and 
he was confirmed by the U.S. Senate.  He took the job on April 4, 1898, attaining 
the temporary relative rank of Commodore, all of which angered some line officers 
who hoped for the job.  He ultimately became the first Civil Engineer Corps officer 
to attain the rank of rear admiral in the Navy, in 1899, the year that relative rank 
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was abolished (but not the difference in uniforms that line officers and technical 
officers wore).  

 
After serving his first four-year tour as Chief, President Theodore Roosevelt 

appointed him to a second term in 1902, and to a third in 1906.  

Reaching the mandatory retirement age of 62 on November 26,1906, 
Mordecai continued as Chief until January 5,1907 at the request of the Secretary of 
the Navy.  

Changes he wrought 

When Endicott became BuDocs Chief, the Civil Engineer Corps consisted of 
only thirteen officers, a clearly inadequate number to meet the rapidly expanding 
requirements of the Navy. By the end of his tenure, nearly 9 years later, Endicott 
had been able to get Congress to fix the number of Civil Engineer Corps officers at 
40. Not only that, he was also instrumental in securing passage of a law in 1906 
that required Chiefs of the Bureau of Yards and Docks to be selected only from 
among Civil Engineer Corps officers (with many of the candidates coming from 
his alma mater, the Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute). 

Changes dock construction 

Mordecai Endicott also changed the standard design of naval dry docks from 
timber to concrete and stone. He clearly foresaw that wooden dry docks would not 
meet the requirements of the modern battleship.  

Moreover, the higher maintenance costs of wooden dry docks made them 
less cost effective than those of concrete and stone.  Endicott, however, had to 
overcome formidable opposition from men who wished wood to remain the 
primary material for dry dock construction.  Nevertheless, he convinced Congress 
to change the design of four dry docks that were about to be constructed from 
wood to concrete and stone.  

Endicott’s stance on modernizing the dry docks proved very wise. 
Eventually 11 dry docks were constructed under his supervision. Two of them 
were revolutionary floating steel structures, and both served in two world wars. 
Both were constructed at Sparrows Point, Maryland.   

 
The first of the two, YFD-2, could dock a 16,000-ton vessel.  Completed in 

1901, it was towed to Naval Station New Orleans and serviced a variety of vessels. 
Relocated to the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard in 1904, it suffered damage during the 
Japanese attack of December 7, 1941, but rejoined the fleet in 1942.  
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The second, a larger floating dry dock capable of handling a 20,000-ton 

vessel was built in 1905 and survived a tow across the Pacific to Naval Station 
Subic Bay in the Philippines the following year.  Christened the 
USS Dewey (YFD-1), it was the largest floating dry dock ever built, patterned after 
an English design but with improved and strengthened features. 
The Dewey remained in service up to the outbreak of World War II, but was 
scuttled in April 1942 to prevent its capture by the Japanese. 

 

Panama Canal 

Once again Endicott became intimately involved in the interoceanic canal 
project. In 1905 President Theodore Roosevelt appointed him to be the Navy 
member on the third Panama Canal Commission, which was overseeing the 
execution of that vast project. His salary was $7,500 a year.  
 

The commission was headquartered in Washington, DC, so Endicott could 
perform his duties as BuDocks Chief as well as work on the Commission.  He 
worked on the Commission until resigning on March 15, 1907, when a new 
Commission was appointed, this time to be headquartered in the Canal Zone in 
Panama. 

 

Additional cost savings 

During his tenure as Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, Mordecai 
Endicott always worked to secure the greatest possible economy in the expenditure 
of public funds. He finally obtained approval from Congress to consolidate the 
dispersed power plants with each of the larger Navy yards into central stations. 
This resulted in significant savings to the government.  

He also originated a design for large floating cranes, with a lifting capacity 
of 100 tons, which were capable of handling guns, turrets, boilers, and other 
extremely heavy objects. 

Assigned to the Justice Department 

When Endicott finally resigned his BuDocks post on January 5,1907, he still 
remained on active duty in the Navy until March 1907.  This was when he was 
detailed to the Department of Justice as Technical Advisor to the Attorney General 
on suits being brought against the U.S. Navy. On June 30,1909, having completed 
this work, he was relieved of active duty. 
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WWI 

Following his retirement as a Rear Admiral, Endicott continued to live in 
Washington, DC and in 1914 and 1917 he was again called to active duty, first 
with the Justice Department in connection with suits against the Navy again.  

Then, on October 12, 1917 he was recalled to active duty, this time with the 
Bureau of Yards and Docks again. In addition to various technical duties, he acted 
at different times as president of four Navy examining boards for appointment of 
candidates to the Civil Engineer Corps.  

His final assignment, as a member of a board which judged individuals 
worthy for various Navy decorations, ended on June 30,1920. 

Endicott lived in retirement until 1926 when he contracted a heavy cold that 
resulted in pneumonia and led to his death on March 5. He was buried with full 
military honors at Arlington National Cemetery on March 8, 1926. 

Personal life 

He marred Elizabeth Adams on May 29, 1872.  They had seven daughters 
and one son, John.  But John died of tuberculosis in 1907 after spending 8 years in 
a sanitarium in Colorado Springs.  He was only 26.  Elizabeth died in 1955 at the 
age of 104.  

 
Camp Endicott 

Camp Endicott is a U.S. Navy Seabee base named after Mordecai Endicott.   
It is now a historic site between Seventh and Tenth streets in North Kingstown, 
Rhode Island.   
 
 The camp, also known as the Davisville Construction Battalion Center, was 
built in 1942 and added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1978.   
 

The vast training camp provided more than 100,000 men of the U.S. Navy's 
Construction Battalions, better known as "Seabees," with construction training 
during World War II (out of the approximately 325,000 men who enlisted in the 
Seabees).  Virgil Franklin Endicott (see below) was a Seabee during WWII, but it’s 
not known whether he trained at Camp Endicott or not. 
 
 During the Vietnam War, eight Naval Mobile Construction Battalions 
representing some 4,000 Seabees were home ported at Davisville, in addition to 
1,200 civilians. 
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Artifacts 

The Navy Department Library in Washington, D.C. holds a number of 
documents pertaining to Mordecai Endicott, including his Civil Engineer 
Appointment Letter; his Commissioning Letter; photographs; and an Awards Log 
he kept for his officers.  

Other artifacts belonging to Mordecai Endicott are in the possession of the 
U.S. Navy Museum in the Washington D.C. Navy Yard.   This includes his 
ceremonial regalia that was found by the builder who bought the Endicott home at 
1865 Wyoming Ave. NW, Washington D.C. 

Sources: 
1. http://www.rpi.edu/about/alumni/inductees/endicott.html
2. https://seabeemagazine.navylive.dodlive.mil/2015/10/12/profile-rear-adm-

mordecai-t-endicott-cec-usn-1844-1926/\
3. https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/seabee/explore/civil-

engineer-corps-history/mordecai-t--endicott.html
4. https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/manuscripts/e-f/rear-

admiral-mordecai-t-endicott-collection.html
5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Endicott
6. Personal correspondences with Nicky Valentini, a descendant of

Mordecai Endicott, on January 5, 2020.

*** 
RALEIGH S. ENDICOTT 

He came from Rossville in Vermilion County, Illinois, and his name appears 
on the Roseville War Memorial to those who served in the all wars, indicating 
specifically that he served during the Spanish-American War.  

Sources: 
1. http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=11778

*** 

PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN WAR È 
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 The Philippine–American War, also known as the Philippine War of 
Independence, or the Philippine Insurrection, was a conflict between the United 
States and Filipino revolutionaries.  The main war lasted from 1899–1902, 
although it overlapped a Moro rebellion that lasted from 1899- 1913. 
 
 The struggle arose from the efforts of the First Philippine Republic to gain 
independence following the annexation of the Philippines by the United States 
after the Spanish-American War.  (By losing the war, Spain was forced to 
relinquish sovereignty over Cuba and cede the Philippine Islands, Puerto Rico, and 
Guam to the United States for the sum of $20 million.)  
 
 The Filipino quest for independence actually preceded the Spanish-
American War, but after the war, what was Spain’s problem became America’s 
problem. 
 
 In 1892, revolutionaries began an armed revolt against Spain, culminating in 
the Philippine Revolution of 1896.   Eventually, Emilio Aguinaldo became the 
leader of the movement and in 1897, he was elected president of an insurgent 
government and he is officially considered the first president of the Philippines. 
 
 Aguinaldo thought he had a deal with the Americans that the Philippines 
would become independent after the Spanish-American War.  With this 
understanding, he helped America defeat Spain.  But after the war, when it became 
clear that the Americans were there to stay, Aguinaldo felt betrayed and turned on 
his erstwhile allies in 1899.   Critics charge that the situation was the first of many 
imperialist ventures by the United States which have resulted in such conflicts as 
the Vietnam War and the Iraq War.  
 
 Like those wars, there were charges of atrocities committed by the 
Americans in the Philippines, denied by the Americans, who then made counter 
charges of Filipino atrocities committed against Americans. 
 
 When US soldiers’  letters describing American atrocities reached the 
American media, the US War Department demanded that US officers investigate.  
Each press clipping was forwarded to the original writer’s commanding officer, 
who would then “convince” the soldier who wrote it to write a retraction.  A 
representative of the International Red Cross investigated, however, and found the 
charges to be largely true.  
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 In the end, Filipino military forces lost an estimated 12,000- 20,000 killed 
and Filipino civilian dead have been estimated at an astounding 200,000 – 
1,500,000 dead, many of whom died in US-run concentration camps.  On the US 
side, there were 4,165 killed (about 75% from disease), 3,000 wounded, and the 
allied Philippine constabulary lost about 2,000 killed or wounded. 
 
 On March 23, 1901, US troops captured Aguinaldo and he tried to officially 
end the war, but another general continued the war, until, he, too, was forced to 
surrender a year later, on April 13, 2002, thus officially ending the war. 
 
 But several other rebel groups, the largest of which was the Moros, 
continued fighting the US all the way until 1913.  
 
 In 1916, the U.S. Congress promised eventual independence for the 
Philippine,  and in 1934 provided for Filipino independence from the United States 
after a period of ten years.  World War II intervened, however, bringing the 
Japanese occupation between 1941 and 1945, the eventual reconquest of the 
Philippines by the United States, and in 1946, independence for the Philippines and 
the relinquishment of American sovereignty over the Philippine Islands. 
 
 Subsequently, however, during the Cold War, the US maintained military 
bases in the Philippines, the most important of which was Subic Bay.  But in 1992, 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union, the United States turned this base over to the 
Philippines, and left the country.  This withdrawal marked the first time since the 
16th century that no foreign military forces were present in the Philippines. 
 
 The United States Army conducted 9 military campaigns during the 
Philippine-American War, as well as various actions outside of the main 
campaigns: 
 
February 4 – March 17, 1899 
MANILA CAMPAIGN.  American forces defeated Filipino General Emilio 
Aguinaldo in Manila, thus splitting the Filipino forces in two.  Key battles in this 
campaign include the battles of Manila, Caloocan (American troops were led by 
General Arthur MacArthur, Douglas’s father), and Dagupan. 
 
February 8–12, 1899 
ILOILO CAMPAIGN.  Control of Luzon was the main objective, but Americans 
also took control of several islands. 
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March 24 – August 16, 1899 
MALOLOS CAMPAIGN.  This involved both a defense of Manila, but also the 
pursuit of Aguinaldo north of Manila.  Key battles: Tulianhan river; Mecauuyan 
bridge; Malinta; Marilao river; Becaue river; Malalos; Quinhua; and Calumpit.  
 
April 8-17 1899) 
LAGUNA DE BAY CAMPAIGN.  The Americans captured but then left Santa 
Cruz and Filipino troops reoccupied it.  Key battles: Santa Cruz; Pagsanian; and 
Paete. 
 
April  21 – May 30,1899 
FIRST SAN YSIDRO CAMPAIGN.  The key battle was San Isidro in which the 
Americans prevented Filipinos from burning a bridge to San Isidro, crossed the 
bridge in pursuit of Aguinaldo, but found that he had already left the town. 
 
June 13, 1899 
ZAPOTE RIVER CAMPAIGN.  The only battle was the battle of Zapote Bridge, 
one of the hardest-fought battle of the war.   The Americans routed a large Filipino 
force. 
 
October 7-13, 1899 
CAVITE CAMPAIGN.  The Americans destroyed resistance in Cavite and 
adjacent provinces.  
 
October 15 – 19 November 19. 1899 
SECOND SAN YSIDRO CAMPAIGN.   The Americans recaptured San Isidro. 
 
November 5-20, 1899 
TARLAC CAMPAIGN.  American forces overcame a typhoon, flooding rivers 
and washed-out roads to advance through the Central Luzon plain and took the 
towns of Tarlac, Bayambang, Pangasinan, and Dagupan. 
 
November 6-19. 1899 
SAN FABIAN CAMPAIGN.  The key was the battle of San Jacinto, during which 
the Americans drove the Filipinos out of San Jacinto, in Luzon.  
 
Significant actions outside of campaigns 
 
*  Pursuit and capture of General Emilio Aguinaldo.   A number of skirmishes 
occurred as US troops were pursuing and finally capturing Aguinaldo.  The biggest 
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was the battle of Tirad Pass in Luzon, during which 50 Filipinos held off 500 
American infantrymen for five hours in a successful delaying action to ensure 
Aguinaldo's escape.  Nearly all the Filipinos were killed. 
 
Significant battles outside of campaigns: 
 
*  Battle of Paye (December 19, 1899) – In Luzon Filipino General Licerio 
Geronimo routed an American brigade under General Lawton, in which Lawton  
was killed. 
 
*  Battle of Makahambus Hill (June 4, 1900) – On Makahambus Hill, in Cagayan 
de Misamis, Northern Mindanao (present day Cagayan de Oro), Filipinos routed an 
Americans regiment and inflicted heavy casualties, but took less than five 
casualties themselves.  It is the only known major victory by Filipino forces in 
Mindanao. 
 
* Battle of Pulang Lupa (September 13, 1900) – On the island of Marinduque, a 
Filipino forces under Colonel Maximo Abad ambushed a force of 55 American 
infantrymen under Captain Devereux Shields. 
 
* Battle of Mabitac (September 17, 1900) – Filipino forces outmaneuvered and 
routed American forces in Luzon. 
 
*  Lonoy massacre (March, 1901) – In a reverse ambush, U.S. infantrymen 
launched a surprise attack on Bohol natives and killed over 400 of them. 
 
Post-war non-campaign actions: 
 
*  Balangiga massacre.  On September 22, 1901, townspeople in Balangiga, Samar 
killed more than 40 of the American troops who had been garrisoned there. 
 
*  First Battle of Bud Dajo.  The battle took place on March 5–7, 1906. One 
thousand Moros (mostly women and children) fortified themselves in an extinct 
volcanic crater on Mindanao and battled several hundred American soldiers, before 
virtually all were killed. 
 
*  Second Battle of Bud Dajo.  This was a five-day battle which took place in 
December 1911.  An estimated 1,500 Moros fortified the top of the extinct 
volcano.  General John J. Pershing, through negotiations, succeeded in persuading 
the majority of the Moros to return home. T he remaining Moros, led by a chieftain 
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named Jailani, were either killed or captured. 
 
*  March across Samar.  In reaction to the Balangiga massacre, Governor General 
Adna R. Chaffee tasked General Jacob H. Smith to pacify Samar.  General Smith 
ordered a brutal pacification campaign, for which he was later court-martialed.  
The significant battle during this operation was the Siege of Catubig (April 15, 
1900), during which Filipino guerrillas launched a surprise attack against a 
detachment of American soldiers and after a four-day siege, forced them to 
evacuate the town of Catubig in Samar. 
 
Post-war campaigns 
*  Mindanao campaign (July 4 1902 – December 31, 1904 and October 22, 1905). 
In 1902 serious trouble began with the Moros, a Mohammedan people in 
Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago, who had never been completely subjugated 
by the Spanish.  When the US Army occupied former Spanish garrisons, the Moros 
began to raid villages, attack soldiers, and otherwise resist American jurisdiction.  
Between July 1902 and December 1904, and again late in 1905, the US Army 
dispatched a series of expeditions into the interior of Mindanao to destroy Moro 
strongholds.  Colonel Frank D. Baldwin with some 1,000 men invaded the territory 
of the Sultan of Bayan near Lake Lanao and defeated the Sultan's forces in the 
hotly contested Battle of Bayan on 2 May 1902.   Captain John J. Pershing headed 
a similar expedition into the Lanao country in 1903, and Captain Frank R. McCoy 
finally killed the notorious Moro outlaw, Dato Ali, in the Cotabato district in 
October 1905. 
 
A significant battle in the Mindanao campaign was the Battle of Dolores River 
(December 12, 1904), in Samar, during which 37 Philippine Constabulary Scouts, 
allies of the US, were ambushed by 1,000 Pulahans and nearly all were killed. 
 
*   Jolo campaign (1905, 1906 and 1913).  The Jolo campaign was conducted in 
three segments, May 1-24, 1905;  March 5-8, 1906; and  June 11-15, 1913.  In 
these instances US Regulars faced disorders too extensive to be handled by the 
local constabulary and Philippine Scouts on the island of Jolo, a Moro stronghold.  
 
 
ENDICOTTS IN THE PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN WAR 

 
FRANCIS CASSIUS ENDICOTT (April 5, 1879 - March 19, 1964) 
[See World War I Chapter; he also fought in that and his whole record is there.]  
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*** 
 

  
 

WORLD WAR I È 
 

 World War I started in Europe in August of 1914, but the US didn’t join the 
Allied side until Congress declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917.  Before that, 
countries like Britain, France, and Russia had been fighting it for the Allies and 
incurring enormous casualties. 
 
 In fact, several score Endicotts had been fighting on the British Empire side 
alone – Britain, Canada, and Australia –  with a number of them being killed.   
Their stories are told in “Endicotts in the Military, Volume II, Endicotts in Foreign 
Militaries.” 
 
 When the war started, there was a great feeling in the United States that we 
should keep out of it.  1916 was a US presidential election year and Woodrow 
Wilson who was running for reelection, picked up on this sentiment and succeeded 
on a platform of “He kept us out of the war.”  Wilson only narrowly won, too, with 
277 electoral votes to Charles E. Hughes’s 254, 266 being needed to win.   Wilson 
won several swing states by razor-thin margins, thus becoming the first Democrat 
since Andrew Jackson to be reelected.  
 
 Despite the fact that the country at large wanted to stay out of the war, some 
Americans did not, including several Endicotts, such as Thorndike Howe Endicott 
and David Putnam Endicott, who joined the French armed forces before the US got 
into the war (see their stories below).  
 
 Even though the US wanted to avoid getting into the war, there were many 
factors that in the end made it impossible to stay out, including: 
 
 *  Strong bonds with the British Empire in terms of ancestry, language, 
literature, and character. 
 
 *  Sentimental ties to France, who had helped us in the American 
Revolution.  This sentiment was echoed when American troops finally did land in 
France and Lt.  Colonel Charles Stanton (not General John J. Pershing) said “Nous 
voila, Lafayette!” or “Lafayette,  we are here!” 
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 *   Suspicions of Germany.   Even though millions of Americans were of 
German extraction, many of them were critical of Germany.  In fact, that’s why 
they had left Germany in the first place.  They and other Americans felt Germany 
had become too militaristic, too hostile to democracy and too unfriendly to the 
United States.  These suspicions were intensified when Germany cynically violated 
Belgian neutrality in the early stages of the war, which British propagandists 
shrewdly inflated with fabricated German atrocity stories.  
 
 *  Economics.   Before the war, a large percentage of U.S. trade was with the 
Allied nations.  With the Allied blockade of Germany during the war, this 
percentage only grew because trade with central European countries was now 
impossible.   By 1915, one year into the war, this increase in trade in cotton, wheat, 
beef, and manufactures with Britain and France rescued the U.S. from a 
depression.  The result was that any disruption of this pattern would have been 
economically ruinous for the United States.  
 
 *  Unrestricted German submarine warfare.  Because of the Allied blockade 
of Germany and the fact the German surface navy was not strong enough to break 
it, Germany fought back with mines and particularly with  submarines, or U-boats, 
as they were called.   In November, 1914, Germany announced that any ship in 
British wars would be subject to sinking without warning.   This resulted in sinking 
a number of ships which Americans were on, including most famously the 
Lusitania in 1915.  After temporarily suspending unrestricted submarine warfare 
for a time, the Germans announced they would restarted it on January 31, 1917.  
The Germans knew that this would very possibly bring the United States into the 
war, but they gambled that they could beat the Allies first, before American power 
could be brought to bear.   
 
 *  The Zimmerman telegram.  On February 19, 1917 the British secret 
service showed the American State Department a copy of a German telegram, sent 
January 16, 1917 to Mexico, announcing the intention to resume unrestricted 
submarine warfare and proposing that if this brought the U.S. into the war, that 
Mexico should join Germany in making war on the U.S. in exchange for territory 
in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona that Mexico had lost in the Mexican-
American war.   After the telegram was released to the public, many people 
thought it was a hoax, an idea that even the Germans tried to promote to hide their 
blunder.  But then incredibly, the author himself, German Foreign Secretary Arthur 
Zimmerman, admitted it was true.   Not long afterwards, on April 6, the U.S. 
declared war on Germany.  



 380 

 
 Although the U.S. declared war in April,  the Germans had reason to think 
that perhaps the U.S. could not effectively intervene before the U-boats starved 
Britain to death and the planned German Spring Offensive of 1918 overwhelmed 
the Allies on land.   It was a near thing, too, with U.S. troops starting to go to 
France in June, 1917 as part of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF), but none 
seeing action until late 1917 and none having a big impact until the spring and 
especially the summer of 1918.  
 
 In the meantime, however, two things happened which materially affected 
the outcome of the war.  First, America mobilized gigantic industrial power under 
the control of the Federal Government.  Part of this entailed the building of 
merchant ships faster than the U-boats could sink them.  Second, was a big 
contribution by the U.S. Navy.  Rear Admiral William Simms help persuade to 
British to adopt the convoy system – groups of merchant ships sailing together 
protected by warships, instead of sailing individually – which cut U-boat success 
by two-thirds.   Simms also made available U.S. destroyers for the purpose.  The 
U.S. Navy also created a huge mine field across the North Sea, which starting in 
June, 1918, practically closed this avenue to the U-boats.   Without this work by 
the U.S. Navy, the Allies would have been defeated before American help could 
arrive in Europe.   
 
 Furthermore, things were falling apart for the Allies in Europe in the fall of 
1917.  In October the Austrians scored a massive victory over the Italians at 
Caporetto, and worse, a month later, the Communist revolution knocked Russia out 
of the war.  Now, suddenly hundreds of thousands of new German troops were free 
to be sent to the western front.  
 
 But the Americans arrived in the nick of time,  tipping the scales in favor of 
the Allies.  First the Americans helped blunt the German Spring Offensive of 1918 
and then they helped with the ensuing Allied 100 Days Offensive that ended the 
war.  Without American help, the Allies would have lost the war. 
 
 During the war, the Endicott-Johnson shoe company, founded by Henry 
Bradford Endicott (see below) made nearly all the footwear worn by the U.S. 
Army .  
 

Effects of the War on the U.S.  
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 As in Europe, the war produced big changes in America.  The societal 
changes might have been even bigger in Europe because there it discredited and 
destroyed monarchy as a way of governing, but that had been decided long ago in 
America.  In both Europe and America the war brought about increased democracy 
with women now getting the right to vote (it happened  in the U.S. on August 18,  
1920, when sufficient states ratified the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution.)   
 
 The war also replaced London with New York as the financial capital of the 
world – and the creditor nation of the world since we had loaned so much money 
and were now attempting to collect it, with interest.  The governments of Austria 
and Germany relied on U.S. loans to finance reparation payments to France and 
Britain.  The French and British, in turn, relied on the reparation payments to repay 
the loans from U.S. that financed the war.  The U.S. was shocked to find that in the 
end, many debtors never fully paid up. 

 Even though the U.S. had played a vital role in a winning the war, and had 
even emerged from it as the world’s pre-eminent economic power, a great 
disillusionment now set in, which contrasted sharply with what happened after 
WWII.   The disillusionment was due in part to the failure of the war to achieve the 
high ideals promised by President Wilson and his failed campaign to make 
America part of the League of Nations (precursor to the current United Nations).   
 
 But perhaps the greatest source of disillusionment was that in America as 
well as in Europe, everyone knew the world was changing enormously now and 
that made people anxious.  The world had never seen such destruction as WWI, so 
many deaths.  Science, which people had come to see as an instrument for social 
progress, was now seen as responsible for terrible new weapons such as poison 
gas, submarines, machine guns and high explosives.   Many U.S, intellectuals , 
such as T.S. Eliot (“The Wasteland”) and Ernest Hemingway (“A Farewell to 
Arms,”) joined European authors such as Erich Maria Remarque (“All Quiet on the 
Western Front”) in doubting human nature itself and were called “the  lost 
generation” as a result.   Other uncertainties abounded.  Some intellectuals even 
feared democracy, thinking that it would sink the world and that only the elite 
should rule.  Even scientific laws were no longer certain.  Albert Einstein’s theory 
of relativity stated that even time and space were not absolute, but were relative to 
the motion of the observer.   Sigmund Freud introduced new concepts about the 
psychological rather than physiological causes of mental disorder.   Where would it 
all end? 
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 In the U.S. one big result of all this was a return to isolationism.  Compared 
to the period after WWII, America was just not psychologically ready to assume 
the burden of world leadership – and the rest of the world wasn’t ready to let her, 
anyway.  That would take another World War in which Endicotts would participate 
in unprecedented numbers.  But that is the story of the next chapter, not this one. 
 

The American Army in WWI 
 
 Of the 4,355,000 million men mobilized by the US Army in WWI, over 70% 
of them were drafted and soldiers were obligated to serve for the duration of the 
war.  No Civil War mistake this time thinking that the war could be fought only 
with volunteers.  
 

Unprecedented use of foreign-born Americans 
 
 By 1910, nearly a third of the United States’ 92 million residents were either 
born abroad or the progeny of parents who immigrated to America -- “hyphenated 
Americans.”  This was the result the largest immigration flow in the country’s 
history. 
 
 This was reflected in the fact that nearly 500,000 servicemen in the newly 
conscripted army consisted of individuals born abroad in 46 different nations.  But 
immigrants were over drafted: about 18 percent of enlisted men were foreign born 
despite making up less than 15 percent of the nation’s total population.   
 
 Upon entering the armed forces, many immigrants could not speak English 
and knew very little about the U.S. military and government. To address this, the 
War Department offered a variety of English-language classes to immigrants in 
wartime training camps. Drawing from the early twentieth-century 
Americanization Movement that promoted the integration of new immigrants into 
American culture and society, these classes often included lessons on civics and 
citizenship to help “Americanize” the men and prepare them both for the 
battlefield and for life as engaged American citizens after the war. 
 
 Congress helped this along by passing legislation that enabled foreign-born 
soldiers to obtain expedited naturalization. Eventually, about 300,000 immigrant 
soldiers would attain citizenship through military service in the war. 
 
  

Casualties 
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 A total of 116,516 U.S. service personnel died in the war, 53, 402 as a result 
of combat, and 63, 114 from sickness, primarily the Spanish Flu epidemic that 
started at the end of the war.  Another 204,002 were wounded.  
 
 Unlike the Civil War, in this war battle casualties were most often the result 
of artillery fire, not rifle fire, as they were in the Civil War. 
 
 All members of the American combat forces were called “Doughboys,” in 
WWI, a term that actually dated back the Mexican War and the Civil War.  But it 
was much more widespread during WWI.  The exact origin of the term, however, 
is uncertain, with various theories existing, ranging from U.S. soldiers coming into 
contact with British soldiers in the early 19th century who referred to themselves 
that way, to soldiers constantly covered with dust during the Mexican War that 
looked like uncooked dough, to soldiers’ methods of cooking field rations in the 
1840s and 1850s using doughy flour and rice.  During WWI the term started out 
being used just for the Army infantry, but it grew and gradually came to include all 
combat branches, aviators, logistical support troops and even the U.S. Marines 
(much to the chagrin of the Marines who always want to separate themselves from 
the Army).  The term was used at the outset of WWII, but was then replaced by 
G.I. 
 
 The American forces, called the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) were 
engaged in 13 land campaigns in WWI, during the period 1917-1918: 
 
November 20 – December 7, 1917  
CAMBRAI.  This was the first and most costly battle of Cambrai, the second, 
smaller battle coming a year later.  In the first battle, American engineer regiments 
--  the 11th, 12th, and 14th – were engaged in construction activity behind the 
British lines at Cambrai in November, 1917 when they were unexpectedly called 
upon to go into the front lines during an emergency.  Thus, they became the first 
A.E.F. units to meet the enemy. 
 
March 21- July, 1918 
CHECKING THE GERMAN SPRING OFFENSIVE.   Beginning in March, 
1918, the German General Erich Ludendorff launched a massive German attack up 
and down the Allied lines, hoping to end the war in Germany’s favor before 
American power could be brought to bear.  
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The offensive consisted of 5 parts, each one of which is one of the 13 campaigns 
the US participated and which will be dealt with separately below: the Somme 
Defensive,  Lys,  Aisne,  Montdidier-Noyon,  and Champagne-Marne.   By August, 
after the Spring Offensive petered out, in part because of lack of supplies, the 
Allies regained the initiative and with their 100 Days Offensive, ended the war.  
 
March 21 – April 6, 1918. 
SOMME DEFENSIVE.  This is part of the German Spring Offensive.  It is not to 
be confused with the first battle of the Somme, the 1916 one in which the British 
took such horrendous casualties.  The Germans called this one Operation Michael 
and much of which took place over the same devastated territory as the 1916 battle 
of the Somme.   In this battle, the local German offensive was halted.   The US 6th, 
12th, and 14th Engineers, the 69th Infantry Regiment and the 17th, 22nd, and 
148th Aero Squadrons, a total of about 2, 200 men, helped with this, serving under 
French command in this campaign.  After the Germans offensive was checked, 
there was yet another battle of the Somme, this one later, in August (see below), in 
which the Allies counterattacked the Germans as part of their 100 Days Offensive 
that ended of the war.  
 
April 6-27 
LYS.  This, also, was part of the German Spring Offensive, which ultimately 
failed.  About 500 Americans participated in this campaign, including troops of the 
16th Engineers, 28th Aero Squadron, and 1st Gas Regiment.  They were part of an 
Allied force which included British, French, Australian, Newfoundland, 
Portuguese, and Belgian forces. 
 
May 27-June 5 
AISNE.  This also, was part of the German Spring Offensive.  Some 27,500 
American troops of the AEF helped check the German advance.  The 3d Division 
foiled enemy attempts in the period 1–4 June to secure a firm bridgehead across 
the Marne at Château-Thierry.  West of the town the 2d Division, which included a 
Marine brigade, defended the road to Paris, and on  June 6, successfully 
counterattacked in Belleau Wood. 
 
June 9-13 
MONTDIDIER-NOYON. This also was part of the German Spring Offensive. No 
large American units were in the immediate vicinity of this action, but the 1st 
Division at Cantigny was subjected to artillery fire and diversionary raids. 
 
July 15-18 
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CHAMPAGNE-MARNE.  This was the 5th and last part of the German Spring 
Offensive.  A major German attack succeeded in pushing across the Marne near 
Château-Thierry, but was checked there by French and American units.  The 
A.E.F. units involved in this action were the 3d, 26th, 28th and 42nd Infantry 
Divisions, the 369th Infantry Regiment, and supporting elements (in all, about 
85,000 Americans).  It was here that the 38th Infantry of the 3d Division gained its 
motto, "Rock of the Marne." 
 
July 18-August 6 
AISNE-MARNE.  This campaign was a turning point in the war, because it was 
the first part the Allies’ 100 Days Offensive that ended the war.  Eight A.E.F. 
divisions (the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 26th, 28th, 32nd, 42nd) spearheaded much of this 
offensive, demonstrating capabilities that helped to inspire new confidence in the 
war-weary Allied armies.  About 270,000 Americans took part in the battle. 
 
August 8 – November 11 
SOMME OFFENSIVE.   This was another part of the 100 Days Offensive.  The 
American II Corps (27th and 30th Divisions), forming part of the British Fourth 
Army, attacked the German defenses along the line of the Cambrai-St. Quentin 
Canal, capturing heavily fortified Bony and Bellicourt on August 29.   By October 
5 the offensive had broken through the Hindenburg Line, and the Allied forces 
advanced through open country to the Oise-Somme Canal (October 19).  During 
this phase of the operations the 27th and 30th Divisions alternated in the line.  
When the American II Corps was relieved on October 21, it had served 26 days in 
the line and suffered 11,500 casualties.   About 54,000 Americans participated in 
the Somme Campaign. 
 
August 18- November 11 
OISE-AISNE.  This was another part of the 100 Days Offensive.  The French, 
with the Buffalo Soldiers of the 92nd and 93rd Infantry Divisions, then under 
French command, started a drive along a 90-mile front.   This then merged with 
five French armies, and the American 32nd Division that was part of one of these 
French divisions.   The American III Corps (28th and 77th Divisions) was a part of 
another one of the French armies in this attack, and then was relieved by the 
American 1st Army.  About 85,000 Americans took part in the Oise-Aisne 
Campaign. 
 
August 19-November 11 
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YPRES-LYS. This was another part of the 100 Days Offensive.  About 108,000 
Americans participated in the Ypres-Lys Campaign and included the 27the,  30th 
37th, and 91st Divisions, participating with British and French forces. 
 
September 12-16 
ST. MIHIEL. This was another part of the 100 Days Offensive.   It was the first 
major operation by an American Army under its own command and it took 16,000 
prisoners at a cost of 7,000 U.S. casualties, eliminated the threat of an attack on the 
rear of Allied fortifications at Nancy and Verdun, greatly improved Allied lateral 
rail communications, and opened the way for a possible future offensive to seize 
Metz and the Briey iron fields.  The 14 American Divisions were the:1st, 2d ,  3rd 
4th 5th, 28th  35th, 42d, 78th, 80th, 82d, 89th, 90th, and 91st.Divisions, totaling some 
500,000 Americans. 
 
September 26-November 11 
MEUSE-ARGONNE.  This was another part of the 100 Days Offensive.   It was 
the biggest American battle of World War I.  22 American and 4 French divisions, 
on a front extending from southeast of Verdun to the Argonne Forest, decisively 
beat 47 German divisions, representing 25% of the enemy's entire divisional 
strength on the western front.  The First Army suffered a loss of about 117,000 in 
killed and wounded.  It captured 26,000 prisoners, 847 cannon, 3,000 
machineguns, and large quantities of material.  More than 1,200,000 Americans 
took part in the 47-day campaign that directly led to the end of the war. Two 
notable incidents of this campaign were the fight of the "Lost Battalion" of the 77th 
Division (October 2-7), and the feat of Corporal  (later Sergeant) Alvin C. York, 
who single-handedly killed 15 Germans and captured 132 on October 8. 
 
October 24-November 4 
VITTORIO VENETO.  This was not part of the 100 Days Offensive, but a 
separate campaign.  Late in the war, Americans participated on a limited scale in 
campaigns in Italy.  The 332nd Regiment with attached hospital troops was sent 
from the A.E.F. to the Italian Front in July, 1918 for the morale effect, which it 
was hoped that the sight of Americans would have on the Italians.  This force of 
about 1,200 men took part in the last great Italian offensive against the Austrians, 
the Battle of Vittorio Veneto. 

*** 
 

         ENDICOTTS IN WWI 
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ADOLPH ADRIN ENDICOTT (July 13, 1890 - ?)  
 He was born in White Co. Illinois, and enlisted in Shoshone, Idaho.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://files.usgwarchives.net/id/shoshone/military/ww1/doyerd.txt 

 
*** 

ALBERT B. ENDICOTT January 2, 1894 - ?) 
 He was born near Ruddles Mills, Kentucky and was a 1st Lieutenant in the 
US Army.   He served in the 52nd Infantry Regiment in Chickamauga Park, 
Georgia; at camp Grant. Illinois; in France from June 27, 1918 - June 12, 1919; 
and finally at Camp Gordon, Georgia. 
 
 The 52nd Regiment was first activated 16 June 1917, at Chickamauga, 
Georgia. The unit first saw combat in Meuse-Argonne, in Northern France, and in 
Alsace, France, during World War I. After the 52nd Infantry Regiment's activation 
in 1917, the regiment was assigned to the Sixth Infantry Division.  
 
 The Sixth Division was organized in November 1917 as a square division 
consisting of the 51st, 52nd, 53rd, and the 54th Infantry Regiments, the 16th, 17th 
and 18th Machine-Gun Battalions and the 3rd, 11th and 78th Field Artillery 
Regiments.  
 
 The units of the division gathered in New York and left for France in July 
1918. After marching and training all over western France, the Sixth was assigned 
on 31 August to the Vosges sector. There, a chain of lofty wooded peaks had 
stalemated both the French and German armies. Their mission was the defense of a 
21-mile front. The division engaged in active patrols in no man's land and behind 
the German lines. In addition infantry platoon strongpoints defended against 
German raiding parties which launched their attacks using liquid fire and grenades. 
 
 The division developed its reputation for hiking and got the nickname of 
"The Sightseeing Sixth" when, prior to the Argonne offensive, it engaged in 
extensive fake marches, often under enemy artillery and air bombardment, to 
deceive the Germans into thinking a major attack was to take place in the Vosges 
sector.  
 
 After another short period of training, consisting primarily of forced 
marches, the division hiked itself into the closing campaign of the war, the Meuse-
Argonne offensive. In corps reserve, the 6th was used in place of an unavailable 
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cavalry division to try to maintain contact with the rapidly retreating Germans.  
 
 During its three months at the front, the 6th Division lost 227 men killed in 
action or died of wounds. It maintained an active defense in one important sector 
and played a major role in the tactical plan in another. 
 
 The bulk of the division returned to the States in June 1919 aboard the USS 
Leviathan. The division continued its service at Camp Grant, Illinois and was 
deactivated on 30 September 1921. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Georgia, World War I Service Cards, 1917 -1919 
 2.https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/52nd_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)#
World_War_IGeorgia, World War I Service Cards, 1917-******1919 

*** 
 
BUD ENDICOTT 
 He was from Floyd, Kentucky and was a Private in the Army during the war, 
but he died of disease. 
  
 Sources: 
 1.warmemorial.us/mediawiki3/index.php?title=BUD_ENDICOTT_-
 _KY_(Endicott)_WWI 

 
*** 

BURTIS ALVIN ENDICOTT (September 1, 1896- April 8, 1974) 
 In some US Census documents the name is spelled Endecott and the birth 
year is given as 1895 or 1897.  He was born in Illinois, as were his father, Samuel 
J. Endicott (born 1871) , and mother, Mary J. Endicott (1876 - June 23, 1955).  His 
grandparent were William. H. Endicott (born in Indiana, birth years variously 
listed as “about 1821, “about 1828,” ) and Jane Cassander Cox and they were 
married in 1868.  His great-grandfather was Joseph Nation Endicott (see above in 
War of 1812 chapter), born in Kentucky and his occupation was listed as 
“merchant.”   At the time of the 1850 Census, William H. and his family were 
living next door to Joseph Nation Endicott.  This connects Burtis to a significant 
Endicott lineage. 
 
 Here it is all the way back to Governor John: 
 
Parents – Samuel J. Endicott (1871) and Mary J. Endicott (1876-1955) 
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Grandparents     William H. Endicott (1820) and Jane Cassandra Cox 
 
Jane Cassandra Cox married William H. Endicott in 1868 and was his second wife.  
His first wife was Susan Saltzman and they married on December 14, 1848. 
 
G (1)-Grandparents - Joseph Nation Endicott (1795 - 1874) and Elizabeth Varner 
(1797-1870) in 1815 in Kentucky. 
 
G (2)-Grandparents - Joseph Endicott (1775-1833) and Wilmot Nation 1772-1855) 
 
G (3)-Grandparents - Joseph Endicott (1738 = 1/22/1831 and Unknown 
 
G (4)-Grandparents - Joseph Endecott (1711-1748) and Ann Gillam (1715-1773) 
 
G (5)-Grandparents - Joseph Endecott (1672-1747) and Hanna Gossling (1684-
1748) 
 
G (6)-Grandparents – Zerubbabel Endecott (1635-1684) and Mary Smith (1630-
1677) 
 
G (7)-Grandparents – Gov. John Endecott (1588-1665) and Elizabeth Cogan (1607-
1676)                            
 
 Burtis’s last known address was 62979 Ridgeway, Gallatin County, Illinois.  
He had 5 younger siblings and his Social Security number was 354-10-0315.   
 
 Burtis enlisted in the Army on September 22, 1917 and was discharged 
February 21, 1919.  He was a Private with  Company C, 102nd Infantry 
Regiment, 26th Division, American Expeditionary Force (A.E.F) – the famed 
“Yankee Division.”    
 
 How did Burtis, a Midwesterner, wind up in the “Yankee Division,” which 
consisted almost entirely of National Guard troops from all the New England 
states?  Here’s why: thousands of replacements were sent to the Yankee Division 
from the 76th Division, and most of these men were from Western and Midwestern 
states.  
 
 The reputation of the Yankee Division in WWI is extremely high. 
The 26th was the first US National Guard division, and, in fact, the first full US 
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division of any kind to arrive in France. Of fighting men it was preceded only by a 
part of the 1st Division of regulars.  
 
 No other American division saw so long and continuous service at the front 
in WWI as did the Yankee Division -- nine months of almost incessant fighting, 
much of it in adverse of weather conditions.  Because the Y. D. had longest service 
of any American division in France, President Wilson selected it for his 1918 
Christmas visit to the troops. 
 
 All parts of the Division had arrived in France by the end of October, 1917 
and four months of intensive training for trench warfare began at once, ending in 
the first week of February, 1918. 
 
 Between February 5-8 the Division entered the line north of Soissons, in the 
famous Chemin des Dames sector.  Although the sector had been considered a 
quiet one, it was only a very short time before 1,500 enemy, led by another 400 
elite stormtroopers, decided to teach the green Yankees, “ a lesson.”  
 
 This was the well-known Seicheprey raid that began on February 20, with an 
attack on the 2nd Battalion, 102 Infantry, and lasted until February 22.  When it was 
all over, the New Englanders had held and it was billed as the first sizeable US 
victory in WWI.  But the 26th Division lost nearly 1,000 men in the German raid 
on Seicheprey, with about 200 killed, 600 wounded, and 150 taken prisoner.  
German casualties were estimated by some sources at 1,200. 
 
 On March 16-17 the Germans put down a heavy and continuous gas 
bombardment, mainly directed on the part of the Division's front occupied by the 
101st and 102nd Infantry, which caused  some losses, especially in the 3rd 
Battalion, 102nd Infantry, although severe casualties were inflicted on the enemy. 
 
 Subsequently, to give our troops experience in trench warfare and to capture 
German prisoners, a number of regiments, including the 102nd,, carried out raids on 
the German trenches.  
 
 The next big action Burtis participated in was the Aisne-Marne (Chateau 
Thierry) Offensive.  On July 21, the American crossed the Chateau Thierry -- 
Soissons road at noon and advance elements ran into resistance where the Germans 
decided to make their stand on the line of Epieds and Trugny. 
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 These were little villages in a broad valley with gentle slopes in back of 
them, and woods that had been jammed full of German machine guns.  Epieds and 
Trugny were also packed with enemy machine guns.  The 102nd was in the woods 
south of Epieds and was trying to get to Trugny, but was held up by machine gun 
fire. 
 
 That night a conference was held and General Edwards ordered an attack the 
next day through Trugny wood to the south of Trugny.  
 
 The attack began at 6 a.m. after an artillery bombardment and had gotten to 
the eastern part of Trugny wood before noon.  The attackers were moving in a 
wedge formation through the wood and the leading units ran in the worst machine 
gun fire they had yet seen.  Guns were on both flanks  and  in the trees overhead.   
 
 The men had to retreat, leaving their wounded in front of them.  
Furthermore, because of the American wounded left in the woods, it was 
impossible to order and new artillery barrage against the Germans.  But finally the 
101st attacked, broke the German lines and took Trugny for good, which forced the 
Germans to vacate Epieds, as well.  
 
 During this battle, Burtis won his first Distinguished Service Cross there.   
Here is the citation: 
 
 
 Date of Action: July 22, 1918 Citation: The Distinguished Service Cross 
is  presented to Burtis A. Endicott, Private, U.S. Army, for extraordinary 
 heroism in action near Trugny, France, July 22, 1918. After five runners 
 had been shot down trying to get through a heavy artillery barrage with a 
 message to the battalion commander, Private Endicott volunteered to carry 
 the same message over the same route and succeeded. 
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The DSC is second only to the Medal of Honor 

 
 
 As a result of the Chateau-Thierry campaign, the Yankee Division played a 
key role in breaking the last German drive of the war, and the YD counter-attack 
was the first of a series of giant blows that for 4 months kept the enemy reeling 
backward, until his final surrender in November.  
 
 After Chateau Thierry, the YD was sent to a rest area until August 25, when 
it was moved up for the St. Mihiel Offensive, where a major Allied attack began on 
September 12, with the 102nd held out in reserve until September 13.  On that date, 
the 102nd had to affect a link-up with other elements of the attack by traversing an 
area not yet completely cleared of the enemy, and it did so successfully, thus 
completing the attack. 
 
 Following the St. Mihiel Offensive, the 102nd  participated in more raids on 
German trenches, capturing 2,400 German prisoners. 
 
 It was at this time the official division insignia to be worn on the left sleeve 
was authorized and adopted, -- a blue YD monogram on a diamond of khaki color. 
 
 Next came the Meuse-Argonne Offensive -- and Burtis’s second DSC.  
 
 Two of the 26th regiments, the 102nd and the 103rd, had a role in the very 
opening day of the Meuse – Argonne offensive, by delivering a feint attack on the 
towns of Marcheville and Riaville to distract the Germans from where the real 
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attack was going to be.  Since it was only a feint, however, they were instructed to 
hold the towns for only 24 hours and then leave.  
 
 The 102nd was to attack Marcheville, the 103rd Riaville.  Marine Colonel 
Hiram I. Bearss (1875- 1938), who had received the Congressional Medal of 
Honor in the Philippine insurrection in 1901, was in charge of the attack on 
Marcheville specifically, as well as in charge of both operations generally. (Bearss 
was known in Marine Corps lore as "Hiking Hiram" because of his penchant for 
long-range reconnaissance missions behind enemy lines.  He earned a 
Distinguished Service Cross for his actions at Marcheville.)  
 
 The raid was kept secret until the last minute but on the night of Wednesday, 
September 25, the cooks of the 102nd got intimation of the coming raid because 
they were ordered to prepare 2 meals for the men to carry along with them.   After 
that, the officers were called to Division Headquarters and told of the next day’s 
plan. 
 
 An artillery bombardment began at 11:30 that night and went on for 6 hours.  
At 5:30 a.m. on Thursday, September 26,  the men went forward, in cold weather 
and under a faint moonlight.  Although it was not raining on that day, it had been 
raining a lot for the previous two weeks, including the day before.  As a result the 
ground was very muddy.    
 
 For the most part, the territory to be covered was open country.  But  the 
men had to cross many deep trenches, many of them half filled with water, and 
protected by barbed wire in front.  
 
 There was such a great blanket of white smoke and fog that it formed a 
natural smoke screen for the attackers.  But the lack of visibility also slowed them 
down and they fell behind schedule.   The smokescreen also hid the German 
machine gunners and in many instances the attackers didn’t see the guns until they 
came within 20 feet of them.   The smokescreen also hid Germans in shell holes 
throwing grenades. 
 
 As the US troops approached Marcheville, they encountered many German 
machine guns, but after numerous casualties, got into the town.  Marcheville 
consisted of one street lined with ruined houses and at the southwestern side some 
big storehouses or barns.  The town was full of German machine gun nests, pill 
boxes, snipers, and grenade throwers all concealed by rubble, broken down walls, 
and sheets of tarpaper. 
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 In most cases, when the Americans closed in on the Germans, the Germans 
ran, although in some cases they had to be killed in hand-to-hand fighting.  The 
102nd captured 39 prisoners.  
 
 Then, the Germans counter-attacked.  Four times the Americans were driven 
from the town, and then retook  it.  By 7:45 p.m. though, they were ordered to 
abandon it for good.  
 
 Because of the meritorious conduct of the troops of the 102nd Infantry, the 
regimental colors and 1st Battalion of that regiment were decorated with the Croix 
de Guerre by Marshal Petain in person on January 14th, 1919. 
 
 Because of his personal actions Burtis was awarded his second DSC and 
here is the citation: 
 
 Date of Action: September 26, 1918  Citation: The Distinguished Service 
 Cross is presented to Burtis A. Endicott, Private, U.S. Army, for 
 extraordinary heroism in action near Marcheville, France, September 26, 
 1918. While isolated from the rest of his platoon and under violent 
 machine-gun and artillery fire, Private Endicott was wounded in the arm by 
 a machine- gun bullet.  After receiving first aid he returned to duty and 
 continued in the fight until again wounded.  General Orders 87, W.D., 
 1919 Home Town: Ridgway, IL Other Award: Distinguished Service 
Cross  w/OLC (WWI) 
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Very few people have won 2 DSCs 
 
 The Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) is the second only to the Medal of 
Honor as the highest military decoration that can be awarded to a member of the 
United States Army for extreme gallantry and risk of life in actual combat with an 
armed enemy force.  It was first established during WWI by Act of Congress on 
July 9, 1918, although at that time it was also made retroactive to events as far 
back as the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901 and the Philippine Insurrection (1899-
1902).  
 
 Wikipedia claims that during WWI, 6,309 awards of the Distinguished 
Service Cross were made to 6,185 recipients and that Burtis was one of only 
“several dozen” Army soldiers who received two Distinguished Service Crosses. 
 
 After the Marcheville action, the 26th Division continued in the Meuse-
Argonne Offensive, fighting in the Argonne Forest from October 23-27, which was 
near Verdun.  Conditions were severe.  Influenza was prevalent; the rain was 
almost continuous; shelter was insufficient. The enemy occupied positions of great 
natural strength and was backed by a numerous artillery.  To insure that the Verdun 
front would hold, the enemy concentrated their best troops against the Americans.  
Nevertheless, the 102nd Infantry was able to win a foothold on Hill 360 in this 
action.  
 
 After this there were several quiet days until on November 7 when it was 
reported that the Germans were withdrawing and the Division was made part of a 
massive attack on the retreating enemy.  The attack was renewed daily up to and 
including November 11th.  The YD lost thousands of dead and wounded but 
pushed on steadily with the enemy yielding only very gradually.  Finally, at 11 
a.m. on November 11, the armistice was signed and the war was over.  
 
 The stay of the Division on the Verdun front was longer than that of any 
other American Division, 25 full days .  Its ground gained amounted to a depth of 
5.5 kilometers, every inch of which was secured by the hardest fighting against the 
greatest difficulties. 
 
 When President Woodrow Wilson visited G. H. Q., on December 24th-25th, 
the guard of honor was furnished by the 2nd Battalion, 102nd Infantry. 
 
 After the war, the 1920 Census shows Burtis working as a general farm 
laborer.  Also, he got married, to Anna M. Endicott, and they had three girls.   
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 By 1937, he was working for the Work Progress Administration (W.P.A.) 
during the recovery and relocation of Shawneetown, Gallatin County, Illinois 
following the great 1937 flood.  With damage stretching from Pittsburgh to Cairo, 
Illinois, one million persons were left homeless, there were 385 dead and property 
losses reached $500 million.  Federal and state resources were strained to aid 
recovery, since the disaster occurred during the Great Depression and a few years 
after the Dust Bowl.  When he filled out his World War II Draft Registration card 
in 1942, Burtis was still employed by the W.P.A. in Shawneetown.  Burtis died on 
April 8, 1974.  
 
 Sources:   
       
1.http://www.hampton.lib.nh.us/HAMPTON/history/military/26thDivisionYD/26t
hDivisionHistory1919. 
 
2.ttp://www.archive.org/stream/briefhistoryoffi00nels/briefhistoryoffi00nels_djvu.t
xt 
         
3.http://www.homeofheroes.com/members/02_DSC/indexes/1_ww1/01_index.htm
l 
          
4. http://militarytimes.com/citations-medals-
awards/recipient.php?recipientid=27081 
 
5.  Social Security Death Index [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2011. Original data: Social Security Administration. Social 
Security Death Index, Master File. Social Security Administration. 
  
6. Ancestry.com. U.S., Department of Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File, 1850-
2010 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011. 
Original data: Beneficiary Identification Records Locator Subsystem (BIRLS) 
Death File. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 
Ancestry.com. World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 [database on-
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2005. Original data: United 
States, Selective Service System. World War I Selective Service System Draft 
Registration Cards, 1917-1918. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M1509, 4,582 rolls. Imaged from Family History Library 
microfilm. 
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7. Ancestry.com. U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 [database on-
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010.  
 
8. United States, Selective Service System. Selective Service Registration Cards, 
World War II: Fourth Registration. National Archives and Records Administration 
Branch locations: National Archives and Records Administration Region 
Branches. 
 
9. Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images reproduced by 
FamilySearch. Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. 
(NARA microfilm publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the 
Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the 
contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web page: . Note: 
Enumeration Districts 819-839 are on roll 323 (Chicago City). 
 
10.  Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006. Original data: Thirteenth Census of 
the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records 
of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, 
D.C.  
 
11. Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. Original data: United States of 
America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 
1854 rolls. 
 
12. Ancestry.com and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 1880 
United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA 
 
13. Ancestry.com. 1870 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2009. Images reproduced by 
FamilySearch.  
 
14. Illinois Statewide Marriage Index 1763 – 1900. 
 
15.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio_River_flood_of_1937 
 
16.  http://mail.aol.com/35138-111/aol-6/en-
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us/Lite/MsgRead.aspx?folder=NewMail&uid=29381906&seq=7&searchIn=none&searchQuery
=&start=0&sort=received&sortDir=descending. 
 
17. “With the Yankee Division in France,” Frank Palmer Sibley, 1919 found at: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=x94LAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&sourc
e=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false 
 

*** 
CECIL P. ENDICOTT (October 17, 1893 – August 2, 1981) 
 
 He resided at 1105 Park Ave. Kansas City, Missouri.  He was inducted into 
the Army in Kansas City on July 5, 1918 and given serial number 3,086,056.  He 
served as a Sergeant with Headquarters Company,  163rd Infantry Regiment of the 
41st Infantry Division, I Army Corps. 
 
 He was at Camp McArthur Infantry Replacement and Training Camp until 
October 15, 1918; and with Camp McArthur Replacement Draft until September 
14, 1918; and finally with HQ Co. 163rd Infantry until discharge.  He served 
overseas from August 24, 1918 – April 21, 1919, being promoted to Sergeant on 
September 19, 1919. 
 
 The 41st was first activated for Army service in April 1, 1917 primarily 
from National Guard units of the Northwestern United States and trained at Camp 
Green, North Carolina.  It consisted of the 81st Infantry Brigade (161st and 162nd 
Infantry Regiments) and the 82nd Infantry Brigade (163rd and 164th Infantry 
Regiments).  
 
  On November 26, 1917 the first elements of the division embarked for 
Europe as part of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF).  Men of the 41st were 
aboard the SS Tuscania when it was torpedoed by a German U-boat and sunk with 
the loss of 210 lives off the coast of Northern Ireland on February 5, 1918. 
 
 In France, the 41st Division received a major disappointment, being 
designated as a replacement division and not going to combat as a unit.  The 
majority of its infantry personnel went to the 1st, 2nd, 32nd and 42nd Infantry 
Divisions where they served throughout the war.  
 
 Cecil is buried in the Antioch Cemetery in Gower, Clinton County, 
Missouri.  
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 Sources: 
1. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56984825 

 
2. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details.asp?id=A37062&conflict=W

orld%20War%20I&txtName=cil&selConflict=All&txtUnit=&rbBranch=&off
set=225 

 
  3. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

*** 
 

 CHARLES LYMAN ENDICOTT (November 8, 1880 - ?) 
 He enlisted in Hansford, Texas.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://files.usgwarchives.net/tx/hansford/vitals/births/hansford.txt 

*** 
 

CHARLES OSCAR ENDICOTT (August 8, 1892 - ?) 
 He was born in Millsholes Illinois and enlisted in Shoshone, Idaho. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://files.usgwarchives.net/id/shoshone/military/ww1/doyerd.txt 
 

*** 
 

CLAYTON ARTHUR ENDICOTT (July 30, 1881 - October 8, 1918)  
  
 With the advent of the covid-19 pandemic of 2020, the case of Clayton 
Endicott took on new interest.   Superficially, Clayton was in the Army but died of 
disease in the United States before he could go overseas and actually get into the 
war.  End of story.  
 
 But if you look deeper, what you find is more complex and fascinating, In 
the first place, it’s ironic that he died of an illness since he was a doctor.  But then, 
look what he died of: the Spanish Flu pandemic.   
 

For various reasons, history has failed to give due emphasis to what a great 
catastrophe that was – it killed far more people than the war itself did.  Another 
thing that people don’t realize today is that it didn’t start in Spain, although there 
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are a number of contradictory theories about where it did start, which we’ll get to 
in a minute. 
 

Furthermore, some observers argue that the pandemic actually helped the 
Allied war effort because it hurt the enemy the most.   

 
In all of these ways, then, Clayton Endicott was integrally connected to one 

of the world’s most important events. 
 

Clayton’s background 
  
 Clayton was the son of John and Alice Endicott and he was born in  
Frankfort, Indiana.  He was a physician and enlisted in the Army Medical Corps in 
August, 1918, at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana.  
 
 He received his commission as a 1st Lieutenant on September 23, 1918. 
 But then he died of influenza-pneumonia on October 8, 1918, the day he was 
ordered to report to Ft. Riley, Kansas. 
 
 He was buried at Frankfort, Indiana and was survived by his widow, Mabel 
C. Endicott, and two children, Roberta D. and Russell M. Endicott, of Frankfort, 
Indiana. 
 

Spanish flu worse than WWI 
 
 The January, 1918 - December, 1920 “Spanish Flu” pandemic infected an 
estimated 500 million people, about a third of the world’s population then, and 
killed an estimated 50-100 million people world-wide, far more than WWI itself 
(16.5 million)  and more on a par with WWII (62- 78.5 million).   
 

In the United States alone, the pandemic killed 500,000 - 675,000, compared 
117, 000 who died in the war.  October, 1918, the month that Clayton died, was the 
worst month in the U.S., with almost 200,000 deaths recorded.  
 
 World-wide, about 10-12% of those infected with the Spanish Flu died and 
since about a third of the world’s population was infected, that means 3-6% of the 
entire world population died.  The usual flu epidemic kills about 0.1% of those 
infected.  The Spanish Flu has been called the greatest medical holocaust in history 
and may have killed more people in 2.5 years than the Black Plague did in a 
century.  
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Where did it start 

 
 Short answer: no one knows for sure, except that it didn’t start in Spain. 
Rather, according to one theory it started at Fort Riley, in Kansas, not far from 
where Clayton Endicott lived, in January of 1918 and was transported to Europe 
with American troops. But once in Europe, by August, 1918, it had morphed into a 
more deadly strain and then spread around the world.  In other words, while WWI 
did not cause the flu, mass troop movements and close quarters certainly 
exacerbated it. 
 
 A different theory is that of British virologist, John Oxford, who believes it 
started among British troops in Etaples, France in late 1916.  That’s because the 
place was hit by a disease with a high mortality rate similar to the flu.  Oxford’s 
theory is that it jumped from birds to the pigs in the area that were use to feed the 
troops.  
 
 Another theory is that it actually started in China, mutated in the U.S. and 
went from there to Europe.  
 

Then, why called Spanish Flu? 
  

It was called Spanish flu because it first received widespread press attention 
in Spain.  The reason for this was that Spain, being a neutral in the war but also 
hard hit by the flu, did not suffer the press censorship that the combatant nations 
did, censorship that suppressed stories about the flu in order not to show weakness 
to the enemy. 
 

Why so deadly 
 

 The Spanish Flu was unusual in that it hit healthy young adults the hardest, 
leaving children and the elderly, normally the chief victims in such epidemics, 
relatively less affected.  The reason for this was this flu’s characteristic of 
attacking the healthiest immune systems by causing them to overreact and turn on 
themselves, in a process called a cytokine storm. The patient often died of pneumonia 
brought on by the disease, which is what happened to Clayton.  
_____________________________________________________ 
SIDEBAR – Nursery rhyme of 1918 
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“I had a little bird, it's name was Enza 
I opened up the window and in flew Enza.” 
 
While the above version is associated with the Spanish Flu pandemic, here’s 
another version that goes back to 1894 in Massachusetts: 
 
“There was a little girl, and she had a little bird,  
And she called it by the pretty name of Enza;  
But one day it flew away, but it didn't go to stay,  
For when she raised the window, in-flu-Enza.”  
 

But the word ‘influenza” goes back even further than that.  In 1743, what 
Italians called an influenza di catarro (“epidemic of catarrh”) spread across Europe, 
and the disease came to be known in English as simply “influenza.” 
______________________________________________________ 

 
Almost 90 years later, in 2008, researchers announced they’d 

discovered what made the 1918 flu so deadly: A group of three genes 
enabled the virus to weaken a victim’s bronchial tubes and lungs and clear 
the way for bacterial pneumonia. 
 

Three waves 
 
 The Spanish flu actually came in three waves (some say four), the first one 
in Janaury 1918 being reltivly mild, more like the regular flu.  But in August 1918 
a far more deadly version erupted in France and the U.S..  Then a third wave 
started in January 1919 and lasted until June 1919. It primarily affected Spain, 
Serbia, Mexico and Great Britain, resulting in hundred of thousands  of deaths.  It 
was less severe than the second wave but still much more deadly than the first 
wave. 
  

Hurt the enemy the most 
 
 Some observers argue that the Spanish flu actually hastened the defeat of 
Germany because she suffered more flu deaths than any of the Allied nations did. 
By the end of the summer of 1918, the virus had reached the German Army, 
making it impossible to replace sick and dying soldiers at a time when Germany 
could ill-afford such losses.  Some sources estimate that the flu killed between 
168,000 and 186,000 German soldiers and another 400,000 civilians, the heaviest 
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blow suffered proportionate to the population by any of the European combatant 
nations.    
 

Hit the US economy hard 
 
 Just as covid-19 has done, the Spanish Flu also hurt the U.S. economy. 
Businesses were forced to shut down because so many employees were 
sick. Basic services such as mail delivery and garbage collection were 
hindered due to flu-stricken workers.  In some places there weren’t enough 
farm workers to harvest crops. Even state and local health departments 
closed for business, hampering efforts to chronicle the spread of the 1918 
flu and provide the public with answers about it. 

Why largely forgotten 

 Although ranking as one of the world’s worst pandemics, the Spanish Flu 
remained largely forgotten today––until the outbreak of covid-19, which caused 
people to start writing about it again.  It never received the attention it deserved 
because of three things: the press censorship at the time; the deaths being lumped 
together with the WWI deaths; and the whole episode transpirining rather quickly, 
with the bulk of the deaths occurring over a nine-month period.    
 
 Sources: 

1. http://ingenweb.org/inclinton/vet.htm 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1918_flu_pandemic 

 
*** 

CLIFFORD ENDICOTT 
 He was stationed at Ripon College from September-December, 1918 and 
recorded his time there in a series of letters to his girlfriend, Irene. Despite the 
tumult occurring elsewhere, students at Ripon College in 1918 seemed to share the 
same concerns and sources of fun as their peacetime counterparts.  He recounts the 
frivolities of freshmen/sophomore hazing as well as more serious campus issues, 
like fear of the Spanish Flu. 

 Sources:   
 1.www.ripon.edu/library/archives/exhibits/Endicott.htm 
 

*** 
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CYRIL C. ENDICOTT (September 18, 1882 – January 5, 1974) 
 He was born in White County, Illinois and served during WWI but did not 
go overseas. In June, 1917, his name appears on a list of graduates with the degree 
of Bachelor of Laws from the University of Illinois Wesleyan University.  Just 
after that he was in the Army and assigned to a machine gun unit at Camp Shelby 
in Hattiesburg,  Mississippi.  (His son is James Robert Endicott – see WWII 
chapter.)  
 

Cyril’s lineage from John Endecott is as follows: 
 
 Governor John 
 Zerubbable 
 Joseph 
 Joseph 
 Thomas 
 Moses 
 Joseph 
 George 
 James Martin  
 Cyril 
 James Robert  
 
   

Camp Shelby 
 
 Camp Shelby was created in 1917 as a training center for national guard 
units in WWI.  During the war, it had a troop capacity of 36,000, mobilizing or 
training 50,000 troops throughout 1917 and 1918.  The 38th and 101st divisions 
trained there, along with elements of 6 other divisions and independent and 
artillery units. 
 
 In 1919, following the war, Camp Shelby was closed and its assets auctioned 
off throughout the next year.  But then with an other war looming it was reopened 
again and had been open and expanded for WWII.  After WWII it was closed, just 
as after WWI.  But then it reopened once again as a National Guard facility and 
mobilization center for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 
 

Development of machine guns 
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As is known, machine guns really came into their own in WWI, but it took 
learning the hard way to both develop them and to develop doctrine for using them 
properly.  This process is traced in the book “A Withering Fire” by George T. 
Raach.  Among the book’s points are the following: 

 
*  There had to be a change in thinking by all armies as to how to use machine 
guns.  The problem was that up to WWI military leaders tended to think of war as 
being all about the attack and not the defense, and in the attack the number of 
riflemen was the most important thing.  But defense really came into its own in 
WWI and machine guns played a big role in this.   
(But in WWI machine guns became very useful in attacks, too.) 

*  Furthermore, military traditionalists thought war was supposed to be about glory 
and individual daring with rifle, bayonet, and saber.  In this spirit, machine guns 
seemed somehow beneath a true soldier’s dignity.  

*  But in WWI strategists began to realize that firepower was more important than 
manpower.  Firepower in the prewar period was measured by numbers of rifles; 
more rifles one had, the greater the volume and presumably effectiveness of fire.  

*   But then it was discovered that a single machine gun was thought the equivalent 
of 100 riflemen or more.  

*  It was also discovered that machine guns could replace artillery in certain 
circumstances and had advantages over artillery.  For instance, it was easier to shift 
fire quickly with machine guns compared to artillery.  Also, machine guns were a 
lot easier to control and maneuver than hordes of men.  Furthermore, machine gun 
ammunition was much lighter than artillery shells so you could have much more of 
it and move it  around more easily. 
 
*  The US Army was slow to figure all this out before the war.  It focused instead 
on infantrymen, not new types of guns. And it did not develop doctrine using 
machine guns.  Part of the reason for this was because between the Civil War and 
WWI the US faced only small enemies and rifle fire was thought to be sufficient.  

*  Unlike the training of infantry training which was well-known, the training of 
machine gunner required complex programs of instruction, expert instructors, 
sufficient weapons, and adequate facilities, all of which were in short supply at the 
beginning of the war. So. The US Army borrowed British training programs.   
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*  Cooling of machine guns was very important and how to facilitate it led to the 
development of better guns. Machine guns generate tremendous amounts of heat 
and that affects accuracy and barrel life unless barrels are adequately cooled.  

Machine guns are cooled either by air or water.  Air-cooled guns cannot be 
fired continuously for as long as water-cooled weapons.  Water- cooled guns 
provide greater volumes of sustained fire than their air-cooled guns.   In WWI 
barrels of water-cooled guns could be changed if necessary, but doing so required 
appreciably more time than replacing barrels of air cooled guns.  

*  Before the war the US had A few air-cooled Model 1895 Colts and water-cooled 
1904 Maxims.  However, in 1909 these had been largely replaced by the light air-
cooled Benet-Mercie.  Since none of these was adequate, many US units had to 
rely on French-supplied Hotchkiss machine guns issued to them only when they 
got to France. Because they were issued to the first deploying divisions, more 
Hotchkiss guns were used in combat by US troops than any other machine gun. 
But the Hotchkiss, which was air-cooled had overheating problems.    

*  During the war American ground forces had five types of heavy machine guns:  

-  The Colt Model 1895/1917.  The Colt and Maxim (see below) were used only 
for stateside training 

-  The Maxim Model 1904. 

-  The Hotchkiss Model 1914. 

-   The 1915 Vickers.  The US adopted it in late 1916 as a result of a test conducted 
the previous April.  

-  The Browning Model 1917. This was the lightest gun of all at 88 lbs and the 
best.  The U.S. produced about 43,000 of them during the war, most of them made 
by Westinghouse, a firm with no previous firearms experience.  However, fewer 
than 1,200 Model 1917s were actually used in battle, and the first of these did not 
debut until September 1918.  Then the  Browning turned out to be so reliable that, 
although modified to make it lighter and more accurate, it remained in the US 
Army’s inventory through the Vietnam War.  

*  In the war the US had more than 200 machine gun battalions.  The number is 
remarkable because before America declared war in April 1917, the U.S. had not a 
single machine gun battalion and only a few hundred obsolete machine guns. In 17 
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months the Army went from almost no machine guns, and practically no idea of 
how to employ them, to an organization that had about 55,000 heavy machine 
guns, most of them made in America, and hundreds of machine gun units, most of 
which were reasonably proficient. The 14 machine gun companies in each division 
accounted for about 10 percent of the division’s personnel, but produced more than 
two-thirds of its direct firepower.  Each battalion had 28 officers, 748 enlisted men, 
and 64 heavy machine guns divided among 4 machine gun companies. 

Sources: 
1. Personal letter from Martha G. Endicott Endicott 9-15-18  
2.  Telephone interview with James R. Endicott, son, on 10-9-18. 

*** 
 
DANIEL ENDICOTT  
 He resided at 4548 A Arco Street, St. Louis, Missouri. He was inducted into 
the Army at St. Louis on October 3, 1917, at age 25 years, 9 months.  He was with 
164 Dep Brig until October 24, 1917, and then with Co C 110 MOT Sup Tn until 
being discharged.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 

*** 
 
EDWARD M. ENDICOTT (June 10, 1891 - ?) 
 He was born in New Harmony, Indiana and enlisted on May 25, 1918 in 
Toledo, Ohio.  He served with Company B of the 34th Engineers with the 
American Expeditionary Forces from August 16, 1918  - August 30, 1919 and was 
honorably discharged on September 6, 1919 having attained the rank of Sergeant. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.  Ancestry.com Ohio Soldiers in WWI, 1917-1918.  

*** 
 
ELLIS C. ENDICOTT (August 5, 1889 – November 10, 1960) 
 He was a Corporal in the Army during the war and he is buried in the Wood 
National Cemetery in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
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ELWOOD ELMER ENDICOTT (August 24, 1899 - ?) 
 His draft registration card shows that he was a farmer and lived in Twin 
Falls, Idaho.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?gl=war_wwi&rank=1&new=1&so=3&MSAV=1&msT=1&gss=ms_f-
101&gsfn=elwood&gsln=endicott&msbdy=1899&uidh=emv&msbdd=24&msbdm
=8 

*** 
 

 ENOCH M. ENDICOTT  
 He resided at 1822 S Compton Ave,  St. Louis, Missouri and was inducted 
into the Army in St. Louis on April 15, 1918 at age 22 years, 5 months.  He was 
given serial number 2,689, 794.   He was a Private with Qm Mec Rep Shop 304 
until September 6, 1918; and then with Rep Unit 309th MTC until being 
discharged.  He served overseas from September 16, 1918 to July 26, 1919. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

*** 
 

FRANCIS CASSIUS ENDICOTT (April 5, 1879 - March 19, 1964) 
       He was a career Army officer who fought in 3 wars, was stationed in many 
posts and distinguished himself as a Lieutenant Colonel in WWI.  But prior to that 
he served in both the Spanish-American war and the Philippine-American War.   
 
 According to various U.S. Census records, Francis was born in Elkin, 
Indiana.  His parents, John and Josephine were also born in Indiana.  He had a 
younger sister, Rolla Endicott.  When he entered the Army, Francis was described  
as 69 ½ inches tall, with brown eyes and dark brown hair.  His enlistment 
documents state that prior to his military service he was a farmer. 
 
  Francis actually began his military career as an enlisted man, enlisting at age 
5’ 9 ½” in time for the Spanish-American war in 1898.  He enlisted as a Private at 
Fort Sheridan, Illinois, in Company H of the 4th Infantry Regiment.  Fort Sheridan 
was a temporary transit center for troops heading to battle zones.   
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 He was discharged on December 26, 1898, the end of his first enlistment, 
but then he promptly reenlisted.  Interestingly, upon reenlistment, his height was 
listed as 5’ 10 1/3rd  not 5’ 9 ½  – Francis had grown while in the Army.  Soon he 
had risen to Corporal and by 1900 his home was listed as Imess, the Philippine 
Islands.  And by February 2, 1901, Francis had been promoted to 2nd Lieutenant.  
 
 Although we do not have records specifically relating to Francis’s service 
during the period of the Spanish American War and the Philippine-American War 
that occurred just after it, we do know where Company H of the 4th Infantry served 
during those periods and thus presumably where Francis served.  
 
 In 1898, the Fourth went east from Fort Sheridan and embarked from 
Tampa, Florida, to Cuba aboard the steamer “Concho.”  Landing at Daiquiri, the 
regiment participated in the battle of El Caney and the occupation of Santiago. 
Fever had decimated the command by the time the campaign ended. 
 
 The Fourth then returned to New York in August 1898.  But after receiving 
more recruits from Fort Sheridan, the regiment sailed in January 1899 for Manila 
via the Suez Canal in order to oppose the Philippine insurrection, which lasted 
from June 2, 1899 to July 4, 1902, and other insurgencies that lasted all the way to 
1913. 
 
 This conflict arose from the struggle of the Philippines to gain their 
independence.  The Philippines had been a Spanish colony but was ceded to the 
United States when Spain lost the Spanish-American war.  The Philippines, not 
accepting annexation by the United States, revolted under the leadership of Emilio 
Aguinaldo.  The war saw many atrocities committed by both Americans and 
Filipinos.  
 
 During the Philippine Insurrection, units of the Fourth Infantry participated 
in the fights of La Loma church, Wariquima, Dismarinias, Imus, Puento Julien, and 
elsewhere in the Philippines, finally capturing Lt. General Trias, second in 
command to Aquinaldo.   Three members of the Fourth won Congressional Medals 
of Honor for their heroism in these fights.  In 1902, the regiment returned to San 
Francisco, having circled the globe. 
 
 But the next reference we have for Francis is with the Fifth Infantry, not the 
Fourth, so he must have been transferred.  We find  him present for duty as a 2nd 
Lieutenant with Company B, Fifth Infantry, known as the “Bobcats,” at Camp 
Abraham Lincoln, in Luzon, Philippine Islands in July, 1902.   
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 Starting in 1903, we have several reports of him still as a 2nd Lieutenant but 
now commanding Co. B at Fort Dade at Dolores on Samar, the Philippines.  In 
June, 1903, however, he was transferred to a new post, Cuartel Meisic, in Manila 
and in September, he was transferred again to the Plattsburg Barracks in 
Plattsburg, New York.   
 
 We have another reference to 1903 when he was a First Lieutenant with the 
5th Infantry Regiment and reported for duty as Inspector-Instructor of the Infantry 
forces, Oregon National Guard.  After that we know he was stationed at Plattsburg 
Barracks, Plattsburg, New York from 1904-6.  And finally we have reference to his 
being stationed at Fort Lawton, Washington in 1914. 
 
 During WWI, as a Major and Lieutenant Colonel, he was Commander of the 
346th Machine Gun Battalion, 91st “Wild West” Division, First Army.  The 91st 
consisted primarily of draftees from 8 western states.  Francis’s was one of three 
machine gun battalions in the Division and in addition to being the commander of 
his battalion, he was also Division Machine Gun Officer. 
  
         A green fir tree was the insignia of the 91st Division, being typical of the Far 
West, the home of the Division.  It was organized at Camp Lewis, Washington 
State, in 1917.  
  
 

 
A helmet with the 91st Division insignia on it 

 
         The Division was held in reserve at the battle of Saint Mihiel and took part in 
the battle of the Meuse Argonne and Ypres-Lys offensive.  The armistice found the 
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Division still at the front, approaching Brussels, Belgium. 
  
         The Meuse-Argonne offensive, shared by U,S. forces and the French 4th 
Army, was the biggest operation and victory of the United States during World 
War I, and was an important factor in Germany agreeing to the armistice that 
ended the war.  The logistics were planned and directed by Colonel George C. 
Marshall, establishing his reputation and preparing him to lead American forces to 
victory later in WWII. 
  
         From June 19-21, 1918, the Division was moved by train from Washington 
State to Camp Merritt, New Jersey.   The Division arrived there from June 24-30 
and remained there until July 5, during which time  its men were given complete 
new outfits, from steel helmets to two new pairs of hobnail trench shoes. 
 
         On June 6, a convey left harbor carrying the Division to Liverpool, England, 
Glasgow , Scotland, Southampton, England and finally Le Havre, France.  The trip 
took 12 days, owing to zigzagging to avoid submarines. 
  
 The whole Division finally reached France by July 23.  A few days were 
required to move the men to the front and on September 20, 1918, the Division 
first saw action when several men were wounded in a German artillery barrage. 
  
         On September 26, the Division went into the Meuse-Argonne offensive, over 
an 18-mile front assigned to the Division. 
  
         The Division reserve, under the command of Lt. Colonel Endicott, consisted 
of the 346th Machine Gun Battalion (motorized) and one battalion of infantry with 
attached machine gun companies from each of the infantry brigades.  Francis’s unit 
crossed no-man’s land near Pont des 4 Enfants, where engineers had built a small 
bridge over which machine gun carts could pass. 
  
         As they advanced, all units of the Division first encountered enemy front line 
trenches that had been obliterated by Allied artillery fire but as they went on, they 
began to encounter well-camouflaged German machine gun nests protected by 
snipers, which were eventually overcome. 
  
         The 346th was the only Division reserve after 4 days and protected the left 
flank of the Division’s advance.   By this time, the Division had lost 3,000 men. 
  
         By the end of the campaign, the entire American Expeditionary Force (AEF) 
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had lost 26,277 men killed and 95,786 wounded, the most ever killed in a single 
campaign in US history up to that point. 
  
         But the Division had helped the AEF and the Allies to drain the Germans of 
their last ability to resist, inflicting on them 28,000 killed and 92,250 
wounded.  This caused their commander, General Ludendorff, to advise the Kaiser 
that an armistice was the only way out. 
 
 For his actions Francis Endicott was awarded the Silver Star and this is his 
citation: 
 
By direction of the President, under the provisions of the act of Congress 
approved July 9, 1918 (Bul. No. 43, W.D., 1918), Lieutenant Colonel Francis C. 
Endicott, United States Army, is cited by the Commanding General, American 
Expeditionary Forces, for gallantry in action and a silver star may be placed upon 
the ribbon of the Victory Medals awarded him.   Lieutenant Colonel Endicott 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action while serving as Division Machine 
Gun Officer, 91st Division, American Expeditionary Forces, in action in the 
Argonne Forest, France, from 26 September to 4 October 1918, and by his 
brilliant leadership. 
General Orders: GHQ, American Expeditionary Forces, Citation Orders No. 2 
(June 3, 1919) 
Action Date: September 26 - October 4, 1918 
Service: Army 
Rank: Lieutenant Colonel 
Company: Division Machine Gun Officer 
Division: 91st Division, American Expeditionary Forces 
 
 (The Silver Star didn’t exist before 1918, and it didn’t assume its current 
form until 1932.  On July 9, 1918, Congress authorized the wearing by Army 
personnel only of a small silver star, three-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, on the 
service ribbon of a campaign medal, to indicate "a citation for gallantry in action.” 
Known in the Army as the "citation star," the award was made retroactive as far 
back as the Spanish-American War in 1898.  On Aug. 8, 1932, Congress 
authorized the redesign of the Silver Star into the medal we have today and 
recipients of the Citation Star then had to apply to get the new medal.)  
 
 After the war we again have only fragmentary records of Francis’s service.  
In 1920, he was living at Camp Lewis, in Pierce, Washington, and was married by 
then to Catherine Cady Endicott.  But she died on December 15, 1921 and was 
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buried in Arlington National Cemetery, where in time, so was Francis.  She was 
described as the same age as Francis was. 
 
 From April 7 – October 17, 1923, he was the commanding officer of the 31st 
Infantry Regiment.  This was the famous “Polar Bear” Regiment, so named 
because of its service in Siberia in 1918-1919.  But since Francis was in France 
with the 91st when the Polar Bears were in Siberia,  he did not serve with them in 
Siberia, being transferred to them only afterwards.  In April 1920, the regiment 
returned to Fort McKinley and, in December, it was moved to the Manila in the 
Philippines.  
 
 On February 24, 1925, records show that Francis was a passenger aboard the 
ship Thomas, having arrived at San Francisco from Manila in the Philippines.  On 
January 26, 1926, records show him arriving at New York harbor from Havana, 
Cuba aboard the ship Siboney. 
 
 In 1925, the Official National Guard Register show that he was still a Lt. 
Colonel in Trenton, New Jersey. 
 
 In 1926, Francis graduated from the Army’s Command and General Staff 
School where he had entered in a class of 204 students, 199 from the Regular 
Army, 3 from the Marine Corps, and 2 from the Irish Free State Army.   
 
 The US Census of 1930 shows Francis living in Indiana from which one 
might infer that he was retired from the Army by that time.  But then only one year 
later there is a notice in the December, 1931 edition of The New York National 
Guardsman, the only official publication of the New York National Guard, 
suggesting that he was still in the Army.   
 
 The notice announced that Francis had been appointed Executive Officer of 
the National Matches for 1932.  Since 1907,  The National Matches have been 
considered America’s “World Series” of competitive shooting.  The notice gives so 
many details about Francis’s career – some not found in any other document -- that 
it’s worth printing here in full: 
 
 LT. COL. F. C. ENDICOTT TO RUN NATIONAL MATCHES 1932 
 
“WAR Department orders have been issued designating Lt. Col. Francis C. 
Endicott, Inf., U. S. A., as the Executive Officer of the National Matches for 1932. 
During the summers of 1930-1931, Colonel Endicott served as assistant to the 
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executive at Camp Perry, Ohio, and he becomes the "head man" of the "shooter's 
paradise" after a varied experience as a small arms expert.  From the standpoint of 
the National Guard in the various states, the choice of Colonel Endicott is 
welcomed as it brings the Militia Bureau  [the Federal agency created in 1903 to 
administer the National Guard of the United States, thus transforming it from 
individual state militias to a Reserve Component of the US Army, and today called 
the National Guard Bureau --ed] in closer touch with the National Matches. 
Colonel Endicott is now on his third year of duty at the Militia Bureau and is 
thoroughly familiar with National Guard problems throughout the country.  He is 
particularly interested in having the best possible shots firing on National Guard 
teams. In announcing the appointment of Colonel Endicott, the Army and Navy 
Register editorially commented: "Colonel Endicott is exceptionally well qualified 
to perform the executive officer duties of the 1932 matches, having served in the 
assistant executive capacity at Camp Perry for the past two years, and his selection 
as the directing head of next year's national shooting classic will be a most popular 
one not only among the services but by those civilians throughout the country 
interested in rifle and pistol shooting. 
 
"Colonel Endicott was born in Indiana, April 5, 1879, and enlisted for the Spanish-
American War in the 4th U. S. Infantry, with which regiment he served through the 
Philippine Insurrection. He was appointed Second 
Lieutenant February 2, 1901. He served in various posts and regiments in the 
United States until the World War, being assigned to the 91st Division with which 
division he served throughout its existence in this country and France. 
 
"Colonel Endicott organized the 346th Machine Gun Battalion, 91st Division, and 
trained all the machine gun elements of that division.  A short time after his 
assignment to this division, he was promoted to division machine gun officer, and 
during the Argonne action was assistant division inspector and commanded the 
division reserve. After the Armistice, Colonel Endicott was placed in command of 
division training and military police of the 91st Division, and returned shortly 
thereafter to the United States. 
 
"Colonel Endicott is a graduate of the Command and General Staff School, Fort 
Leavenworth, of the Army War College, and he is on the general staff eligible list. 
He wears the campaign badges of the Spanish-American War, Philippine 
Insurrection, Mexican Border, and World War with two silver and four bronze 
stars.  Colonel Endicott has two silver star citations and was decorated with the 
French Croix de Guerre and as an Officer de Legion d'Honneur of France." 
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 On July 22, 1950, passenger lists show him, now living at 3653 Upton 
Street, NW, in Washington, DC, as having arrived in New York from 
Bremerhaven, Germany aboard the ship General R.E. Callan.  
 
 The May 5, 1957 Volume 105 of The American Rifleman magazine 
mentions that Colonel Francis C. Endicott was on the executive council of the 
National Rifle Association of America.  Members of the executive council are 
elected for life.  It goes on to say that he was honored at a retreat that year and 
describes him as “Col. Francis C. Endicott, USA (Ret'd), former Director of 
Civilian Marksmanship and NRA Director.”  
 
 He died on March 19, 1964 and was buried in Section 3 site 4565 Ws in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
   
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.archive.org/stream/storystdivision00unkngoog/storystdivision
 00unkngoog_djvu.txt 
 2. ttp://www.thedigitalbookshelf.us/division_91.htm 
 3. http://www.worldwar1.com/dbc/bigshow.htm 
 4.  Ninth Biennial Report of Adjutant General of the State of Oregon, for 
 the years 1903-04, page 41 
 5.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/31st_Infantry_Regiment 
 6. Annual Report of the Commandant, the General Services Schools, Fort 
 Leavenworth, Kansas, 1926-1927, p. 7 
 7. Ninth Biennial Report of Adjutant General of the State of Oregon, for the 
 years 1903-04, page 41. 
 8.  Ancestry.com. U.S. Army, Register of Enlistments, 1798-1914. 
  
 9.  Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 1820-
 1897;(National Archives Microfilm Publication M237, 675 rolls); Records 
 of the U.S. Customs Service, Record Group 36; National Archives, 
 Washington, D.C. 
 10. National Cemetery Administration. U.S. Veterans Gravesites, ca.1775-
 2006 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 
 2006. 
 11.http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:SjNEuIqcVmgJ
 :dmna.state.ny.us/historic/research/NY_National_Guardsman/NYNG1931_       
 12.pdf+Francis+C.+endicott&cd=27&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us 

 
*** 
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FRANK JAMES ENDICOTT (January 1, 1888 – February 6, 1935) 
 We know that Frank  participated in some of the Marine Corps’ toughest 
fighting in World War I, the legendary battle of Belleau Wood, because his served 
in the 6th Marine Regiment which was at Belleau Wood and muster rolls show him 
present in France at the time of Belleau Wood.   Then, a couple of weeks later, his 
name appears on a list of Marines seriously wounded in action reported on July 12, 
1918.  It is not known whether he returned to combat after his wounds healed.  
 
 Frank was actually born in England, not the USA.  His father’s name was 
also Frank and Frank, Sr. was born in Devonshire, England.   Frank, Jr. was born 
in London, then emigrated to America in 1907 and became a naturalized citizen in 
Duluth, Minnesota in 1916.   
 
 Frank enlisted in the Marine Corps on June 2, 1917 – at the ripe old age of 
29 -- and was initially a Private in Company A, Marine Barracks, Parris Island, 
South Carolina for basic training.  In August he was assigned to the 84th 
Company, 3rd Battalion of the 6th Marine Regiment.  In December he was a 
Corporal in the same unit.  In March, 1918, he was part of Company L of the 6th 
Regiment.   
 
 In May, 1918, muster rolls show him in France, with the 96th Company, of 
the 6th Regiment.  And in June 1918, muster rolls find him again stationed in 
France with the Marine Training Battalion at Chatillion-sur-Cher.  The battle of 
Belleau Wood was June 1-26, 1918, when Frank was in France, so it seems very 
likely that he was in that battle.  Then, as mentioned above, his name appears on a 
list of Marines seriously wounded that was reported on July 12, 1918, but there is 
no indication when his wounding occurred.  By February, 1919, however, we 
know he was back in the United States, as a Private with Marine Barracks, in 
Norfolk, Virginia.   We don’t know why there was a demotion in rank. 
 
 After the war Frank lived in Chicago where he was a bookkeeper.   He was 
also married then.   On January 22, 1925 he applied for a U.S. Passport in order to 
go back to England to visit relatives and it was granted.  You can see from his 
signature that he was left-handed.  He was only 47 when he died.  
 

6th Marine Regiment 
 
 The 6th Marine Regiment was one the most famous Marine Regiments in 
WWI because of the battle of Belleau Wood.  The battle came towards the end of 
the German Spring Offensive of 1918.  Not only did the Marines check the 
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Germans at Belleau Wood, they went on the offensive and after 26 days of fierce 
forest fighting cleared it of German forces.  The main German attack was repulsed 
on June 4 and U.S forces began their offensive on June 6.  In order make their 
frontal assault on the Germans, the Marines had to cross a wheat field under heavy 
German machine gun fire. With his men pinned down, two-time Medal of Honor 
recipient Gunnery Sergeant Dan Daly yelled "Come on ya sons-of-bitches, ya want 
to live forever?" Finally, after repelling German counter attacks and launching 
more of their own, the Marines took Belleau Wood, but with 1,811 men killed, and 
7,966 wounded or missing.   
 
 Besides burnishing the Marine Corps’ reputation as fierce fighters, Belleau 
Wood also burnished their penchant for getting good publicity, usually at the 
expense of the Army.  Although individual U.S. units were not supposed to be 
singled out for press attention,  a sympathetic newspaper reporter reported the 
battle of Belleau Wood as though the Marine Corps had just won the entire war, 
with the Army only standing around watching.  This, understandably let to friction 
between the Marines and the Army.  
 
  The 6th Regiment was first organized on July 11, 1917 under the command 
of Medal of Honor holder Colonel Albertus W. Catlin. The regiment included three 
battalions: the 1st (74th, 75th, 76th, and 95th Companies), the 2nd (78th, 79th, 
80th, and 96th Companies), and the 3rd (82nd, 83rd, 84th, and 97th Companies).  
 
 Virtually all of the senior officers and staff non-commissioned officers of the 
6th Regiment were long-service professionals, while most junior officers and all 
privates were new joinees.  Although the new men were short on experience, they 
were long on education: Colonel Catlin estimated that 60% of them were college 
men. 
  
 Regimental increments arrived in France during late 1917 and early 1918. 
Upon arrival, the 6th Marine Regiment joined the 5th Marine Regiment and 6th 
Machine Gun Battalion to form the 4th Brigade, U.S. 2nd Division (Regular), 
American Expeditionary Force.  The early spring was devoted to training under 
French tutelage.  
 
 Then, the "Marine" Brigade entered the trenches of the Toulon Sector near 
Verdun in March 1918, where it suffered its first combat casualties.  The regiment 
had 33 men killed while in the trenches, most lost when the 74th Company 
billeting area was gassed on April 13,1918. 
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 In late May, 1918, the 4th Brigade was ordered to shore up crumbling 
French lines near Château-Thierry.  The 6th Regiment took up positions southwest 
of Belleau Wood, and then it was ordered to seize the town of Bouresches and to 
clear the southern half of Belleau Wood itself on June 6, 1918.  
 
 These attacks were the beginning of a month-long struggle that eventually 
became one of the Marine Corps’s landmark battles.  Colonel Catlin was severely 
wounded not long after the first waves went over the top; his replacement was 
Lieutenant Colonel Harry Lee, who would command the regiment for the rest of 
the war.  
 
 Regimental losses in this sector were 2,143 over 40 days. 
 In recognition of the "brilliant courage, vigor, spirit, and tenacity of the Marines", 
the French government awarded Marine units at Belleau Wood the Croix de 
Guerre with Palm and renamed Belleau Wood "Bois de la Brigade de Marine." 
 
 Subsequently, the U.S. 2nd Division was attached to the French XX Corps 
to conduct a counterattack near Soissons in mid-July. The 6th Regiment was held 
in reserve when the initial assault waves went over the top on July 18.  
 
 The next day, the 6th Marine Regiment stepped off, advancing alone from 
Vierzy toward Tigny, but was stopped short of its objective by intense artillery and 
machinegun fire.   Casualties were extremely heavy, estimated at 50 -70% in most 
units.  
 
 First Lieutenant Clifton B. Cates (a future commandant of the Marine Corps) 
reported only about two dozen of more than 400 men survived and added "... There 
is no one on my left, and only a few on my right. I will hold." 
 
 Regimental losses during the Aisne-Marne Offensive numbered 1,431;  July 
19, 1918 is the single costliest day of fighting in the history of the 6th Marine 
Regiment.  
 
 After a month-long rest, the Marines were assigned to the U.S. First Army to 
participate in the first "all-American" push, a double envelopment to eliminate the 
St. Mihiel salient.  The 6th Regiment was in support of the 3rd Brigade's attack 
from Limey to Thiaucourt.  
 
 The push began early on September 12,  1918 and the initial attack carried 
virtually all of the division's objectives before noon that day since the American 
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attack unknowingly coincided with a German withdrawal. 
 
 Although some historians have called this mission "a piece of cake,” the 6th 
Regiment lost more than a hundred killed and about five hundred wounded at St. 
Mihiel. 
 
 The 2nd Division and the U.S. 36th Division were then loaned to the French 
Fourth Army for its assault on German forces that became the Battle of Blanc 
Mont Ridge.  Here the Marines successfully captured their objectives after bloody 
fighting, and with support from the 36th Division fought off German 
counterattacks until the flanking French units were able to catch up to the 
American advance.  The 2nd and 36th Divisions then advanced and captured a 
German strongpoint at St. Etienne, after which the 2nd was withdrawn from the 
line to regroup and returned to American command. 
 
 For its actions at Belleau Wood, Soissons, and Blanc Mont, the 6th Marine 
Regiment was awarded the French Croix de Guerre three times.  As a result, the 
regiment is authorized to wear the fourragère of the Croix de Guerre, one of only 
two units in the Marine Corps so honored (the other being the 5th Marine 
Regiment). The fourragère thereafter became part of the uniform of the unit, and 
all members of the modern 6th Marines are authorized to wear the fourragère while 
serving with the regiment. 
 
 When the armistice on November 11, 1918 ended active hostilities, the 6th 
Regiment was assigned to the U.S. Third Army to spearhead the Allied march from 
France through Belgium and Luxembourg to Coblenz, Germany.  
 
 There, the regiment settled into uneventful occupation duty from December 
1918 to May 1919.  At that time, the regiment once again deployed for hostilities 
when the German representatives balked at the unexpected terms of surrender. This 
threat persuaded the Germans to accept the terms, and the treaties formally ending 
the war were signed in June 1919.  Their mission accomplished, the Marines sailed 
for home the following month. 
 
 The 6th Marine Regiment was deactivated at Quantico on August 13, 1919 
after victoriously parading through the streets of New York City and Washington, 
D.C.  The most notable literary work covering the activities of the 6th Marine 
Regiment during the First World War is Thomas Boyd's novel “Through The 
Wheat.” 
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 The Marine Corps entered WWI with 511 officers and 13,214 enlisted 
personnel and, by November 11,1918, had reached a strength of 2,400 officers and 
70,000 enlisted.  The war cost the Marines 2,461 dead and 9,520 wounded, the 
majority of them at Belleau Wood.   
 
 
 Sources:   

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6th_Marine_Regiment_(United_States)#World_War_I 
3. http://www.genealogybuff.com/misc/ww1/il-ww1-ago-casualties161.htm 

 
*** 

GEORGE W. ENDICOTT (1889 – 1980) 
 His name appears on a list of headstone pictures taken May 30, 2006 at the 
Redding Cemetery.   He is listed as a veteran of the U.S. Navy.  
  
 Sources: 
  1. http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/NORCAL/2006-
 05/1149039234 

 
*** 

 
GEORGE B. ENDICOTT 
 He resided in Craig, Missouri and was inducted into the Army at Nebraska 
City, Missouri on July 24, 1917 at age 22 years, 6 months.   His Army serial 
number was 1,417, 294.  He was a Private with Co B, 134th Infantry until June 15, 
1918, and then was with the Cody Repl Draft until July 17, 1918, and then with Co 
A, 162nd Infantry until September 19, 1918; and then with Co I, 162nd Infantry until 
September 23, 1918; and finally with Machine Gun Co., 162nd Infantry until being 
discharged.  He served overseas from September 1, 1918 to February 19, 1919.  
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

*** 
GROVER C. ENDICOTT (November 2, 1892 – September 15, 1967) 
 His name appears on a list of veterans buried at Elmwood Cemetery in 
Flora, Illinois.  
  

Sources: 
  1.  ww.florapubliclibrary.org/local-history/veterans/...30-12.../file 
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*** 

HARRY THOMAS ENDICOTT (November 7, 1896 - September 8, 1980) 
 He was born in White County.  He was on a ship sailing to France when the 
Spanish flu struck the ship and sickened so many soldiers that the ship had to turn 
around and come back to the States. 
 
 Governor John 
 Zerubbable 
 Joseph 
 Joseph 
 Thomas 
 Moses 
 Joseph 
 George 
 James Harry   
 
 

Sources: 
1. Personal letter from Martha G. Endicott Endicott 9-15-18  

*** 
 
HENRY BRADFORD ENDICOTT (1853-1920) 
 He was the original owner of the Endicott shoe company that became the 
Endicott-Johnson Shoe company, the company that made nearly all of the shoes 
and footwear for the United States Army during World War I and later, after his 
death, during World War II.    
 
 In addition to that, during WWI, he was Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Commonwealth Committee on Public Safety, a full-time job that 
required him to protect New England from economic disruption because of the 
war.  That job tired him out so much he never recovered from it and he died a year 
after the war ended, a casualty as much as a soldier who died from wounds.   
 
 Henry was a direct descendant of Gilbert Endicott, who arrived in 
Massachusetts from England in 1658.  He is an interesting case, therefore, of a 
Endicott not descended from Governor John Endecott who was present in 
Massachusetts at the same time as John.  
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  Henry’s father was Augustus Bradford Endicott (September 10, 1818 - 
November 21, 1910), a carpenter, Democrat, Massachusetts state legislator, bank 
president, and sheriff of Norfolk County an office he retained until age 93.   Henry 
was the father of Henry Wendell Endicott (1880-1954), whose family donated the 
Endicott House to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (see below). 
 
 Henry was born on East Street in Dedham, Massachusetts.  Although his 
father was a very respected member of the community, the family did not have a 
lot of money and Henry assisted his mother in running the family’s milk farm, 
splitting the income between them.   
 
 He learned an important lesson from that experience about how to convince 
someone, or in this case a farm animal, to do something.   One day he was told to 
bring a calf home from a distant pasture and put it in a stall. After some effort he 
succeeded in attaching a rope around the animal's neck and started to pull it long.  
But the harder he tugged, more the calf pulled back the other way. So, Henry 
decided to pull the calf away from the barn, whereupon it gradually backed itself 
into its stall. 
 
 Henry attended the East Street School and later graduated from Dedham 
High School.  At 18, he went to Boston to work and was hired by a plumber’s shop 
for 33 1/3 cents a day.  He said later that all he learned there was the extortionate 
prices the customers had to pay.  
 
 When he announced to his employer that he was going to take a day off in 
order to attend a Massachusetts state fair, Henry was fired.  His father bawled him 
out for this, saying that he was a failure and would never amount to anything.   
Henry then got another job at 33 1/3 cents a day in a hardware store, but he lasted 
there only about 10 days, leaving, he said, because he did not like the business.  
 
 After working briefly in 3 other jobs, in a wholesale store, as a porter, and as 
an errand boy, Henry finally landed a job in the leather business, an industry he 
stayed in for the rest of his life.  In 1875, at the age of 22, he went into business for 
himself, though, under the firm name of H. B. Endicott & Company, opening an 
office at 27 High Street in Boston.  His capital consisted of some savings, a small 
amount left to him by his grandfather, and a loan from his father, altogether about 
$2,900. 
 
 During his apprenticeship Henry had gained the confidence of several 
influential tanners who, now that he was set up for himself, gave him their lines to 
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sell, backed by good will and substantial credit.  After building up this business he 
acquired an interest in the Lester Manufacturing Company.   
 

Lester Manufacturing Company 
 
 Around 1850 Horace N. Lester (died 1882) moved from East Haddam, 
Connecticut to Binghamton, New York and started a small shoe trade.  In 1854, his 
brother, George joined him and this became the Lester Brothers Boot and Shoe 
Company.  It made boots and shoes for the Union Army during the Civil War.  In 
1860, it was making 100 dozen boots and shoes a week and by the end of the war 
was employing 120 workers.   
 
 However, by the late 1890s, speculation in real estate, too much growth too 
fast, and a depression resulted in financial distress that forced the sale of this 
company to Henry Endicott, one of its stockholders and creditors.  Henry then 
founded the Endicott Shoe Company in 1899 and the town of Endicott, New York 
was named after him.   
 
 Henry initially invested $10,000 in the company and became its treasurer.   
But when he realized the company needed a lot more capital and started to loan it 
money, “Realizing that I was really taking about all the risk there was in the 
business,” as he put it, “I deemed it wise to buy out the other stockholders, which I 
did.” 
 
 Although in its first year the company made money, Henry did not think the 
manager was very good and sought to replace him.  Then, “…a young man, who 
was foreman of one of the departments, applied for the position, agreeing to work 
one year for nothing if he did not show results.  That man was George F. Johnson, 
who afterward became my partner.” 
 
 George Johnson (1857 – 1948), was such a good businessman that under his 
direction, the company became very prosperous very quickly.  Johnson’s early 
adoption of a new machine that could stitch "uppers" to "lowers" was the key to his 
success, meaning that for the first time in history unskilled labor could 
manufacture shoes. (Prior to this shoes were made to individual order by skilled 
cobblers.) 
 
 Leaving the day-to-day management of the company to Johnson, Henry 
“took charge of the selling and financial end of the business.” He became 
prominent and wealthy, with a reputation for business sagacity and served on the 
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board of some dozen leading banks and institutions as director, trustee, vice-
president and president.  
 
 As a result of the company’s success, the town of Endicott grew and 
flourished due to massive numbers of immigrants who came to the area to work for 
"EJ", predominantly from southern and eastern Europe.  The company even 
maintained recruiting sites in Italy and the Balkans in the early part of the 20th 
century. "Which way EJ?" was supposedly the first thing these immigrants asked 
when they landed at Ellis Island. 
 

WWI 
 
 Recognizing that sooner or later the U.S. was bound to be fighting in WWI, 
Massachusetts was the first state to equip and put into the field a National Guard 
Division, financed largely through Henry Endicott’s efforts.   He was also made 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Massachusetts Commonwealth 
Committee on Public Safety and there is a great story about how he was recruited 
for the job.  At lunch with Henry, the Chairman of the Committee on Public Safety 
said he was completely at a loss to know where to find a man with great 
administrative experience who was willing to work full-time as Chairman of the 
Executive Committee.   
 
 According to legend, Henry immediately replied, “How would a man of 
about my size do?  I am ready – now!”  Henry then worked in this capacity for 21 
months from February 15, 1917 -- November 20, 1918, 9 days after the signing of 
the armistice.   During this period he never engaged in the management of the 
Endicott-Johnson company, even though he was its president.  
 
 Henry knew he had left the Endicott-Johnson Company in the good hands of 
George Johnson during his absence.  Indeed, by 1919, the company was making 
75,000 pairs of shoes a day and employing 15,000 men.   During WWI, the 
Endicott Johnson Shoe Company made every pair of boots worn by U.S. soldiers, 
including among other designs the Pershing Boot, known as “Little Tanks” 
because they were so sturdy.   
 

Committee on Public Safety 
 
 Henry’s primary job as Chairman of the Executive Committee, with his 
office in the Massachusetts State House, was to protect New England from 
disruption due to the war.  This entailed such things as making sure New England 
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had enough coal even though large amounts of it were required for the war effort;  
that New England had enough food, even though large amounts of it were required 
for the war effort; and resolving worker strikes in industries vital to national 
defense.  
 
 He recognized the value of women in the war effort and brought together all 
the Massachusetts women's organizations throughout the state and installed them 
as a branch of the Committee on Public Safety. 
 
 He once said of his service:  
 
  My sole object in doing the work I am engaged in is to  
  render the public such service as I am capable of — a  
  duty I feel incumbent on every citizen of this country  
  in this crisis.  I am enlisted for the war.  All my energies,  
  all my time, my business experience and knowledge of  
  affairs I willingly and gladly give to the state and to the  
  nation.  
 
 Henry also had to deal with the influenza epidemic of 1919, assembling 
funds and personnel to deal with it and even paying some of the bills for this out of 
his own pocket.  Thanks, largely to his efforts, Massachusetts was ready to deal 
with the secondary influenza epidemic that occurred just after the Committee on 
Public Safety had disbanded. 
 
 On July 11, 1917, Henry was appointed by Republican Governor Samuel W. 
McCall State Food Administrator for Massachusetts, and at the same time Herbert 
Hoover, then The U.S. Food Administrator, asked him to act as his personal 
representative in Massachusetts. 
 
 It was in this business of producing and conserving food that Henry’s 
business acumen really came to the fore.  He conceived a unique plan of food 
conservation and regulation by means of county committees, which became 
generally adopted throughout the country.  New and grave economic questions 
involving supply and demand, price and distribution, exportation and reserve, hotel 
and restaurant, would arise overnight and had to be dealt with quickly. 
 
 Henry believed in leading by example, too.  For instance, although his own 
estate in Dedham had carefully manicured lawns, Henry had them ploughed up to 
make a potato field.  
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 Another aspect of Henry’s job was labor relations, for WWI brought forward 
the age-old contention between labor and capital, in the form of workers’ 
increasing demand for less hours and higher pay.   This required Henry to resolve 
about 150 strikes or threatened strikes involving large numbers of employees and 
also about the same number of less important strikes.  Example of the major strikes 
are the Gloucester Fisherman’s Strike involving 3,000 men; the Freight Handlers’ 
strike involving 10,000 men; and the one at the Fore River Shipbuilding Plant in 
November, 1917 where 9,000 men were building destroyers for the U.S. Navy. 
 
 On October 1919,  a year after he left the Committee on Public Safety, 
President Woodrow Wilson appointed Henry to the First Industrial Conference, 
held in Washington, where Henry explained his labor relations philosophy and 
endorsed collective bargaining.  “The ideal relationship, as I see it, “ he said, “ is to 
have the employee know that he can come into direct contact with his employer 
whenever he feels that he has a personal grievance to make."  In 35 years of the 
Endicott-Johnson Shoe Company, there had never been a strike and none of their 
shops were unionized.  
 
 Although he thoroughly enjoyed his work with the Committee on Public 
Safety, it tired him out so much he never recovered from it.  Late in December, 
1919, he set out to take 2 months rest and went to a favorite shooting club at Swan 
Island in North Carolina.  There, however, he suffered a mild attack of influenza 
accompanied by painful headaches that increased in severity until he was 
diagnosed with spinal meningitis and he went unconscious and died on February 
20, 1920.  
 

Endicott-Johnson After Henry Died 
 
 The Endicott-Johnson company continue to prosper after Henry’s death.   
Besides running a very profitable company, George Johnson also instituted his 
Square Deal version of welfare capitalism that, like progressive movements of the 
early twentieth century, advocated providing parades and churches and libraries to 
"uplift" workers.  The Square Deal consisted of the shoe industry’s first 8-hour day 
and 40-hour work week and comprehensive medical care even in harsh economic 
times meant to engender worker loyalty and discourage unionizing. 
 
 While EJ was hurt during the depression, since shoes were a necessity, it 
fared better than most sectors of the economy.  Then, large orders from the 
government boosted employment reached to record levels.    
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More than 20,000 people worked there during WWII and the company made 25 
million pairs of boots for the U.S. military. 
 
 In the WWII – Korea period the company made, among other things: 

• Army Jump boots. 
• Marine Corps “Boondockers” under contract number OM46615 from 

October, 1944 to June, 1945. 
• Marine Corps M1951 black leather boots. 

 
 George Johnson died in 1948 and unfortunately, the company made some 
bad management decisions after that by not recognizing that in the more affluent 
era of the 1950s and 1960s, footwear became more of a fashion business in the 
U.S.  More importantly, little if any money was invested in improving the original 
1900 manufacturing technology, which meant that foreign competitors could make 
the same shoes at a lower price. Loss of market share resulted in the closing and 
sale of the Endicott –Johnson factories by the 1970s.  Today, EJ Footwear, LLC 
operates it as a unit of the Nelsonville, Ohio-based Rocky Shoes & Boots, Inc. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.albany.edu/history/ej/origins/ 
2. http://www.worldlingo.com/ma/enwiki/en/Endicott_Johnson_Corporation 
3. https://archive.org/stream/cu31924002301228/cu31924002301228_djvu.txt 
4. http://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/original-wwii-jump-boots-

endicott-johnson-like-new 
*** 

 
HENRY M. ENDICOTT (April 30, 1892 – October 20, 1964) 
 He was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army and is buried in the Fort Logan National 
Cemetery in Denver, Colorado. 
  
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

HENRY WENDELL ENDICOTT 
 He attended Harvard College from 1899 -1901.  He was commissioned as  a 
Major in the Quartermaster Corps on September 9, 1918 and was appointed Chief 
of the Research Branch, Clothing and Equipment Division, in Washington, D.C.  
He was discharged on December 16, 1918 and commissioned a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the Quartermaster Officer Reserve Corps on August 11, 1919. 
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 Sources: 
 1.http://books.google.com/books?id=YlAQAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA304&lpg
 =PA304 
 

*** 
HENRY T. ENDICOTT (January 1, 1894 – February 11, 1964) 
 He was a Private in the U.S. Army and is buried in the Beverly National 
Cemetery in Beverly, New Jersey.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator  

 
*** 

IRA CLARK ENDICOTT (March 22, 1886 – November 24, 1931) 
 He was born in Indian Creek, Union County, Oregon, the son of William 
Clark Endicott and Mary Jane Bass Endicott.  William was born November 15, 
1839 in Clinton County, Indiana.  
 
 Ira spent most of his life in eastern Oregon, except for time in the service 
during World War I.  He went to Texas, perhaps to purchase cattle, and it is 
believed that this is where he met his wife, Cleo Dovie Cummings.  To date, their 
marriage record has not been found.  Most likely they were married near Austin, 
Texas where her family resided.  
 
 Ira served in the First Machine Gun Troop of the First US Cavalry during 
WWI, and was honorably discharged in 1918.  He died at the age of 47 as a result 
of an injury incurred during the war.  Ira and Cleo had only one child, William P. 
Endicott in 1926.  They lived on a ranch near Enterprise or Joseph in eastern 
Oregon. 
 
 Sources:   
 1.archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/ENDICOTT/2003-
 05/1054021364 

*** 
J. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on a list of men who served with the 29th Division.  The 
entry says he was with “Bty. B112 H. F.A.” 
 
 Sources: 
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 1.http://distantcousin.com/Military/WWI/Units/USA/29thDivision/Pages.as
p?Page=384 

*** 
 

JAMES EVERETT ENDICOTT (April 13, 1888 – August 8, 1947 
 His grave marker says he served overseas in WWI, and engaged in farming 
and stock raising after his return from the service.  He was born in Union County, 
Oregon and died in Marion County, Oregon.  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=36586904 

 
*** 

 
JAMES H. ENDICOTT 
 He resided in Anderson, McDonald Co. Missouri and was inducted at 
Pineville, Missouri on September 18, 1917 at age 23 years, 9 months.  He was a 
Private with Battery B 347 Field Artillery and served overseas from June 28, 1918 
to May 27, 1919. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

*** 
 
JAMES MAX ENDICOTT ( July 22, 1900- December 23, 1993) 

He served in WWI but in what  capacity is not known yet.  He became a 
judge after the war.  He was born and died in White Country, Illinois.  

 
 Sources: 

1.  https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/72070666/james-max-endicott 
  2.  Personal correspondence from Barbara Adams on 9-10-18. 

*** 
 
JESSE ENDICOTT 
 He resided at  RFD Carthage, Jasper Co, Missouri and was inducted at 
Carthage on April 1, 1918 at age 22 years 9 months.   He was a Private with 164 
Dep Brig to April 24, 1918 and was then assigned to CO 1 354th Infantry until 
discharge.  He served overseas from June 4, 1918 to May 21, 1919. 
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 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

*** 
JOHN ENDICOTT (Feb 3, 1894 - Nov 2, 1931) 
 John had a chance to be part of history but he blew it. After getting married 
on May 7, 1917, he sailed to France and enlisted as a Private in the French Foreign 
Legion also in May but then transferred to the famous Lafayette Flying Corps, on 
August 6, 1917.   Then anti-climatically he was released only a month later, for 
“disciplinary reasons” on September 12, 1917.  

John was born in Newtonville, Massachusetts, the son of George Gardner 
Endicott (1857 – 1924) and Emily Cunningham Endicott (1852-1924). (All three 
are buried in the Endicott cemetery in Danvers, Massachusetts.) He graduated from 
the Noble and Greenough School and received an A.B. degree from Harvard 
College in 1915. Following graduation he entered the Harvard Law School but left 
before taking a degree in order to serve in WWI.  
 John’s name is among those listed in the appendix of the 1920 book by 
Lafayette Escadrille member and famous author, James Norman Hall (“Kitchener’s 
Mob;” “Mutiny on the Bounty” and others).  The appendix is entitled “Members of 
the Lafayette Flying Corps Released by the French Government Before Serving at 
the Front.”  There were 56 of these men, but only 2 were released for disciplinary 
reasons.  History does not record, however, what John’s infraction was.  
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John Endicott during his brief stint with the Lafayette Flying Corps 
 
 The Lafayette Flying Corps is not to be confused with the even more famous 
Lafayette Escadrille.  The Escadrille was largely a group of American volunteer 
pilots flying for France starting in 1916, before the U.S. got into the war.  David 
Endicott Putnam (see below) was another one. Thorndike Howe Endicott (see 
below) was another volunteer for France, serving as an ambulance driver like 
Ernest Hemingway did for Italy. 

After their exploits were popularized in the press, more Americans wanted 
to join the Lafayette Escadrille, so the Lafayette Flying Corps was formed to 
facilitate that.   Thus, not all members of the Lafayette Flying Corps served in the 
Lafayette Escadrille, although some did, but many others from the Flying Corps 
served in other French units.  
 After his short stint with the Lafayette Flying Corps, on October 15, 1917 
John returned to the United States. On December 12, 1917 he enrolled as a Seaman 
2nd Class, U.S. Naval Reserve Force. On March 4, 1918 he was promoted to chief 
quartermaster, assigned to Massachusetts Institute of Technology. On June 3, he 
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was appointed Ensign and served as instructor, Naval Aviation Detachment at 
MIT. On December 10, 1918 he was released from active duty. 

On June 6, 1919,  the Boston American newspaper, a William Randloph 
Hearst daily tabloid of the period, ran an account of Muriel suing John for non-
support, which must have been pretty scandalous at the time.  Right under the 
banner headline “WILSON REFUSES TO LIFT LIQUOR BAN,” which instituted 
prohibition, it has a smaller headline saying “Former follies girl seeks separation --
- Muriel Martin Endicott accuses Descendant of Colonial Governor.” 

The article says: 
Muriel Martin Endicott, formerly in the “Follies” and the New York roof 
garden attractions, is 
suing her husband 
John Endicott, lineal 
descendant of 
Governor John 
Endicott of 
Massachusetts for 
separate maintenance, 
charging non-
support…They were 
married in March, 
1917 and went to live 
with his father in that 
year. Mrs Endicott 
alleges in her 
complaint that her 
husband was 
frequently absent 
from home and she 
did not know where 
he was and that things 
were unpleasant for 
her at the family 
residence on 
Longwood Avenue, 
Brookline.   
 

Muriel Endicott 
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A little later, a continuation of the story ran in the New York Daily News on 
June 28, 1919 and said: 

On the ground that her husband, John Endicott, a lineal descendant of the 
Puritan Governor of Massachusetts who bore the same name, overdrank 
himself and under supported her, Muriel Martin Endicott, a former “Follies” 
beauty, has secured a court order compelling her spouse to pay her counsel 
fees an $25 a week for a separate support. 

 
  Following WWI, John returned to the Harvard Law School for one semester, 
but he left in 1922 and was employed by the Ford Motor Company in Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Information after that is fragmentary.  There is a Boston Globe story dated 
May 22, 1929 stating that John was sued “by Simon Luppescu, assignee of his 
brother Ernest Luppescu of Paris, France for 101,000 francs, or its equivalent, 
about $4,000, for services rendered and money alleged to have been loaned to Mr. 
Endicott in Paris in July 1928.” 

The article goes on to say:  
According to Maurice Knapp, 2 Lafayette St., Mr. Endicott is a member of 
the Endicott- Johnson Corporation.  Mr. Knapp stated that on May 14 last he 
had a conversation with Hiram Todd, attorney for Mr. Endicott’s wife, Mrs. 
Muriel Endicott, and he was informed that Mr. Endicott is now in a 
sanitarium in Massachusetts and can be reached through the State Street 
Trust Company of Boston. 
Although Muriel sued John for non-support way back in 1919, they must 

have gotten back together again because in 1927 they had a daughter, Lois, and the 
1930 US Census shows John, Muriel, and Lois all living with Muriel’s mother, 
Susie Magill, in New York.  There John died on November 2, 1931 at age 37 and 
was survived by Muriel and Lois. 
 Sources: 
 1. "The Lafayette Flying Corps: The American Volunteers in the French Air 
Service in World War One," by Dennis Gordon. Schiffer Military History, Atglen, 
PA: 2000. Page 155. 
 2.books.google.com/books?id=I8K1AAAAMAAJ&pg=PA317&lpg=PA317
&dq=john+endicott+lafayette+flying+corps&source=bl&ots=f3jlUcVQ6j&sig=C0
MXk6EAGiAEllhY5lATrFhMrO0&hl=en&sa=X&ei=cbp6UIi5HsPH0QGos4Cw
Aw&ved=0CC4Q6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=john%20endicott%20lafayette%20flyi
ng%20corps&f=false 
 3.http://files.usgwarchives.net/ma/essex/towns/danvers/cemeteries/ceme002   
 a.txt  
 4.  The Boston American June 6, 1919. 
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5. New York Daily News, June 28, 1919. 
 6. The Boston Globe May 22, 1929. 
  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lafayette_Flying_Corps 
 2.books.google.com/books?id=I8K1AAAAMAAJ&pg=PA317&lpg=PA317
&dq=john+endicott+lafayette+flying+corps&source=bl&ots=f3jlUcVQ6j&sig=C0
MXk6EAGiAEllhY5lATrFhMrO0&hl=en&sa=X&ei=cbp6UIi5HsPH0QGos4Cw
Aw&ved=0CC4Q6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=john%20endicott%20lafayette%20flyi
ng%20corps&f=false 
 3.http://files.usgwarchives.net/ma/essex/towns/danvers/cemeteries/ceme002   
 a.txt  
 

*** 
JOHN GRAHAM (“JAKE”) ENDICOTT (August 1, 1893– March 22, 1970) 
 He was born in White County, Illinois  He did his military training at Fort 
Sheridan Illinois.  It is not known if he ever got to France or not.  He met his wife 
Ada in New York.  His lineage from John Endecott is as follows: 
 
 Governor John 
 Zerubbable 
 Joseph 
 Joseph 
 Thomas 
 Moses 
 Joseph 
 George 
 John Cale  
  
 

Sources: 
1. Personal letter from Martha G. Endicott Endicott 9-15-18  

*** 
 
 
JOHN SAMUEL ENDICOTT (December 22, 1891 – April 2, 1952) 
 He was a Private in the U.S. Army and is buried in the Fort Scott National 
Cemetery in Fort Scott, Kansas. 
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 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

JOHN S. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on a list of men in Company B, 353rd Infantry.  It says he 
came from Scott, Arizona. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.kancoll.org/books/dienst/353-roster2.html 

 
*** 

 
JOHN V. ENDICOTT 
 He resided in Russellville, Missouri.  He was inducted into the Army at 
Jefferson City, Missouri on May 27, 1918 at age 26 years, 11 months and given 
serial number 3,225,228.  He was a Sergeant with Co A 337th Machine Gun 
Battalion until July 22, 1918. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

*** 
 

JOSHUA W. ENDICOTT (April 4, 1886 - ?) 
 His name appears on the draft registration cards for Garden County, 
Nebraska.  He was born in White in Garden, Nebraska.  He may have married 
Annie in 1925 and be the son of Henry J. C. Tilton Endicott and Susan Harrietta 
Salmons. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.genealogytrails.com/neb/garden/WWIdraftcardreg19171918/
WWidraftcardregpg2.htm 
 2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW1.html 
 
 

*** 
LEWIS J. ENDCOTT (February 17, 1890 – March 22, 1964) 
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  His name appears on the roster of Company F, 349th Infantry Regiment, 88th 
Division, U.S. Army.  He was a Private.  His home address is listed as Ft. Scott, 
Kansas.  He is buried in the Fort Scott National Cemetery in Scott, Kansas.  
 
 Sources:     
 1.http://distantcousin.com/military/wwi/units/usa/88thdivision/349infantryc  
of.html 
 2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

NOBLE ASHWORTH ENDICOTT (November 15, 1894 - September 4, 1954) 
 He was born in St. Louis and resided at 3217 Geyer Ave. Saint Louis, 
Missouri and was inducted into the Army at St. Louis on March 3, 1918 at age 23 
years, 4 months.  His serial number was 937, 271.  He was a Sergeant 1st Class 
with U.S. Army Evacuation Hospital #15 in France, serving overseas from August 
22, 1918 to June 18, 1919.  He received an honorable discharge on June 25, 1919.   
He died in Texas in 1954. 
 
 Evacuation Hospital #15 was organized at Fort Riley, Kansas on March 21, 
1918.  The unit sailed aboard the "S.S. Mataika," departing the United States on 
August 22, 1918, and arriving in France September 3, 1918.  
 
 Evacuation Hospital #15 earned a battle streamer for its participation in the 
Meuse-Argonne Forest offensive from September 26,  through November 11, 
1918. The hospital returned to the United States aboard the "S.S. America" and 
was demobilized at Camp Lewis, Washington, on June 28, 1919. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

*** 
OSCAR J. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on a list of men from Evansville,  Ohio who served in the 
war.   It says he lived at 122 Powell Avenue.  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.usgennet.org/usa/in/county/vanderburgh/hon_roll/som_hr_e.h  
 tml 

 
*** 
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OWEN ENDICOTT (May 19, 1880 - ?)  
 He was born in Lauderdale, Mississippi.  His name appears in the WWI 
Draft registration records for Mississippi.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW1.html 
2. Ancestry.com 

 
*** 

R. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on a list of members of the 29th Division in WWI.  The 
entry says he was a Private with the “Co E 116 Inf.” 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://distantcousin.com/Military/WWI/Units/USA/29thDivision/Pages.as
p?Page=384 

*** 
 

ROMA W.D. ENDICOTT 
 He resided at Cape Girardeau, Missouri and was inducted into the Army at 
Cape Girardeau on June 8,1917.  He was Private with Co L 140th Infantry, 30th 
Division (Wildcat Division), 2nd Army Corps. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

*** 
 

RUSSELL DAVIS ENDICOTT  
 He came from Posey County, Indiana and served in World War I and lived 
in Indianapolis after the war.   His line in America: 

• John 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• Moses 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
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• William  
• John 
• Russell Davis 

 
 Sources: 
  1. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John        
Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 178.  
 

*** 
 

THOMAS CHARLES ENDICOTT (September 23, 1899 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army at Custer, South Dakota. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW1.html 
 

*** 
 

THORNDIKE HOWE ENDICOTT (March 20, 1877- 1965) 
 “T” was a driver with SSU VII of the Norton Harjes Ambulance Corps, from 
April to October, 1917, with the French Army on the Saint Quentin and Chemin 
des Dames fronts.  He was wounded at the St. Quentin front on July 6, 1917, when 
a shell fragment tore off the last two fingers of his right hand.  He was awarded the 
French Croix de Guerre for bravery under fire for driving 27 consecutive hours in 
rescue work.   
 
 He was then pronounced unfit for duty and returned to the U.S. in 
November, 1917 and joined the American International Shipbuilding Corporation 
in Hog Head, Pennsylvania.  In 1917, as part of the World War I effort, the US 
government contracted American International Shipbuilding to build ships and a 
shipyard at Hog Island. At the time Hog Island was the largest shipyard in the 
world, with 50 slipways. 
 
 T was one of two Endicotts who served with the French forces in WWI 
before the U.S. got fully into the war, the other being the flying Ace, David 
Endicott Putnam (see below).  
 
 On April 6, 1917, the U.S. declared war on Germany.  But it wouldn’t be 
until the fall that America could get troops to France in sufficient numbers.  In the 
meantime, the French informed America that they needed medical personnel, 
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including ambulance drivers, and T was among the many who volunteered for this 
work.  He was 40 years old at the time.   
 
 There were two American ambulance corps working in the French army,  the 
American Field Service, and the Norton-Harjes.  Both actively recruited drivers 
from American colleges and universities, particularly Ivy League ones. Ambulance 
driving required them to serve under extremely dangerous conditions 
 
 The Norton-Harjes Ambulance Corps was created through the merger of the 
Harjes Formation of the American Red Cross and the American Volunteer Motor 
Ambulance Corps organized in 1914 by Richard Norton, son of Harvard professor 
Charles Eliot Norton.   Henry Herman Harjes was a millionaire French banker who 
wished to help Norton by donating funds and ambulances.  Norton's volunteers 
were attached to French combat units on the front as SSU VI and SSU VII.  
___________________________________________________________ 
 
SIDEBAR: Types of autos used 
 

Although we don’t know for sure which type of auto T drove, we do know 
that the SSU used both the Packard and the Ford Model T.   

 
The Packard was bigger and heavier and could carry more wounded, but it 

cost more, $2,500 compared to the Model T’s $1,600.  
 
The model T was more popular for several reasons, first, because of its low 

cost and ease of repair. Furthermore, its light weight made it well-suited for use 
on the muddy and shell-torn roads in forward combat areas because if stuck in a 
hole, it could be pushed out easier than the Packard could be.  And finally, the 
Model T provided a softer ride, so the French soldiers preferred it. By November 
1, 1918, 4,362 Model T ambulances had been shipped overseas. 

 
There was a poem at the time called "Hunka Tin," written to the rhythm of 

Kipling's "Gunga Din," that appeared in the American Field Service Bulletin and 
was used in Ford dealers' advertising throughout the United States. It reads:  
 
 
You may talk about your voitures*  
When you're sitting round the quarters,  
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But when it comes to getting blessés* in  
Take a little tip from me,  
Let those heavy motors be,  
Pin you faith on Henry F.'s old Hunka Tin.  
 
Give her essence* and de l'eau,*  
Crank her up and let her go,  
You back firin', spark-plug foulin' Hunka Tin.  
 
The paint is not so good,  
And no doubt you'll find the hood  
Will rattle like a boiler shop en route;  
The cooler's sure to boil  
And perhaps she's leakin' oil,  
Then often times the horn declines to toot.  
 
But when the night is black,  
And there's blesses to take back,  
And they hardly give you time to take a smoke;  
It's mighty good to feel,  
When you're sitting at the wheel,  
She'll be running when the bigger cars are broke.  
 
After all the wars are past,  
And we're taken home at last,  
To our reward of which the preacher sings;  
When those ukulele sharps  
Will be strumming golden harps,  
And the aviators all have reg'lar wings.  
 
When the Kaiser is in hell,  
With the furnace drawing well,  
Paying for his million different kinds of sin;  
 
If they're running short of coal,  
Show me how to reach the hole,  
And I'll cast a few loads down with Hunka Tin.  
 
Yes, Tin, Tin, Tin!  
You exasperating puzzle, Hunka Tin!  
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I've abused you and I've flayed you  
But by Henry Ford who made you,  
You are better than a Packard, Hunka Tin!  
 
 
*”Voitures” is the French word for automobiles; “blessés“ for  
wounded soldiers; “essence”, for gasoline; and “l'eau,” for water. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 SSU means “Section Sanitaire (Etats) Unis,” or American Sanitary Section.  
SSA, with A for Americaine, could not be used because there already was an SSA, 
the  “Section Sanitaire Anglaise,” or English sanitary section. 
 
 On August 30, 1917, four months after the United States entered the war, 
both the American Field Service and Norton-Harjes were merged into the U.S. 
Army Ambulance Corps.  Also, once the Americans entered the war, many of AFS 
volunteers joined the U.S. armed forces as officers and served in the regular Army. 
 
 Several famous writers were also drivers in the Norton Harjes Ambulance 
Corps, including  E.E. Cummings and John Dos Passos and much of what we 
know about Norton-Harjes comes from Dos Passos’s writings. 
 
 (Another famous writer, Ernest Hemingway, was an ambulance driver with 
the Italian army during WWI and wrote in his novel  “A Farewell to Arms” about 
the Italian disaster at the battle of Caporetto, which was from October 24- 
November 12, 1917.) 
 
 Norton-Harjes Formations were technically under the auspices of the Red 
Cross and worked under the supposed assumption of neutrality.  The use of the 
Geneva cross on their uniforms was emblematic of their affiliation with the Red 
Cross.  Approximately 600 men served with Norton-Harjes. 
 
 The men had to pay their own way to France and buy their own uniforms.   
Although they signed up to work without pay, the French government insisted on 
giving them five cents a day, the wage of the French soldier.   
 
 Norton-Harjes had a training camp at Sandricourt where its men trained for 
2 ½ - 3 weeks before going on active duty.   
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 In action, each ambulance driver alternated 24 hours on duty and 24 off.  
When picking up the wounded,  the drivers picked up the hastily bandaged soldiers 
on their stretchers and lifted them aboard their vehicles.  They then fastened each 
man into wall cots in stacks on each side of the car.  
 
 Sometimes as many as 11-12 wounded soldiers were piled in at a time and it 
was common to see one or two of the less critically injured hanging onto the 
running boards or sitting on fenders.  
 
 Soldiers also squeezed in beside the driver while his partner crouched in the 
rear trying to comfort and hold down wounded men as the ambulance jolted over 
the shell-scooped roads. Before long, a spirit of competition evolved among the 
drivers and they tried to outdo each other in the cases handled each day and in the 
weekly total. 
 
 By the time the men had been in the field two weeks, though, they had 
sunken eyes and cheeks, most suffered dysentery from the gas, and they had lost a 
good deal of weight.   But The Norton-Harjes outfit had no fatalities. 
 
 There were several battles at Saint Quentin, but the one in the spring of 1917 
that T was in was a diversionary attack to cover the major French offensive at the 
Chemin des Dames, also called the Second Battle of the Aisne or the Nivelle 
Offensive.   This offensive was such a disaster that it provoked several mutinies in 
the French army.  (The full extent of the mutinies wouldn’t be known until some 
files sealed for 50 years were opened in 1967 and it was revealed then that the 
mutinies involved to various extents more than half of the entire French army on 
the western front.  Other files were sealed until 2017).  This, in turn, prompted the 
French to change tactics to limit attacks and casualties and basically wait until 
American troops arrived before undertaking any more large offensives.  All this 
happened at the same time the Russian Revolution occurred and knocked Russia 
out of the war. 
 
 The Croix de Guerre that T won was created on April 2, 1915 to honor acts 
of heroism involving combat with the enemy that before this time had warranted 
only mention in dispatches but not an actual medal.  Various stars or palms could 
be affixed to the ribbon as follows: 
 
 *  A bronze star for those who had been mentioned at the regiment or 
 brigade level.  (T’s Croix de Guerre has this one bronze star on its 
 ribbon.)  
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 *  A silver star for those who had been mentioned at the division   
 level. 
 
 *  A silver gilt star for those who had been mentioned at the corps   
 level. 
 
 *  A bronze palm for those who had been mentioned at the army level. 
 

• A silver palm stands for 5 bronze ones.  
 
 The Croix de Guerre could be awarded either to an individual or to an entire 
unit, usually a regiment or a battalion, as a manifestation of a collective mention in 
dispatches, always at the army level.  It could also be awarded to foreign countries.  
For example, the Second Battalion of the British Devonshire Regiment in which 
Endicotts served in WWI was awarded the medal as was the 6th Marine Regiment, 
in which Frank Endicott (see above) served, among other U.S. units.  
 
 “T” was born in Beverly, Massachusetts, raised in Boston, and educated at 
the Hopkinson School and Harvard College, class of 1899.  He attended the 
Harvard Medical School for one year, from 1899 to 1900.  After the war he worked 
in advertising for a while and married Ellen Derby Bellows, whom he had always 
loved since he had attended the Hopkinson School in the same class as her brother, 
who introduced them.   But he had to wait until her first marriage ended before he 
could marry her.  After their marriage, they lived in Walpole, New Hampshire 
during the summers and managed a wood lot there, planting trees, and cutting and 
selling wood.   During the winter, they lived at the Elliot Hotel on Commonwealth 
Avenue, in Boston.  He was very interested in maritime affairs, a relative on the 
Howe side of his family having been part owner and captain of a clipper ship 
called the “Reporter.”  He was the uncle of William Endicott (see below) who 
served in WWII, and the great uncle of William T. Endicott (see below), the author 
of this book.  
 
 His descent from John Endecott is as follows: 
 
 1.  (Gov) John Endecott, 1588-1665 
 2.  Zerubbabel Endecott, 1635-1684 
 3.  Samuel Endecott, 1659-1694 
 4.  Samuel Endecott, 1687-1766 
 5.  John Endicott, 1713-1783 
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 6.  Robert, Endicott 1756-1819 
 7.  William Endicott 1799-1899 
 8.  Henry Endicott 1840-1912   
 9.  Thorndike Howe Endicott (1877- 1965) 
 
  Sources: 
  1.http://www.angelfire.com/indie/anna_jones1/drivers.html 
  2. http://www.ourstory.info/2/a/Norton.html 
  3. Harvard’s Military Record in the World War, by Frederick Sumner  
     Mead, 1921, page 304 

*** 
 

THURLO WASHINGTON ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted in the U.S. Navy at St.  Louis on February 28, 1918 and was 
given serial number140-55-81.  He underwent training at Newport, Rhode Island, 
Norfolk, Virginia, and Hampton Roads, Virginia.  He was discharged on October 
4, 1919 as a Seaman 2nd class.   His son served in WWII (see below).  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 

***  
VESTA J. ENDICOTT (1896-1942) 
 He was a Sergeant in the 385th Infantry Regiment of the  97th Division, U.S. 
Army,  He is buried in the Fairview Cemetery.  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.osbornecounty.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=G%2BJQR1E7r
 9A%3D&tabid=9203 

*** 
 

WASHINGTON ALLEN ENDICOTT (October 17, 1888 - ?) 
 He served in World War I, first as a 2nd Lieutenant, and later he was a Major 
in the US Quartermaster Corps.  His line in America is as follows: 

• John 
• Zerubababel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph  
• Samuel 



 445 

• Charles 
• George Washington 
• Washington Irving 
• Washington Allen 

 
 The momentous job of supplying an American army in the field belongs to 
the Quartermaster Corps.  The following is an account of that work during WWI 
and how it compared to what happened a quarter century later in WWII.   

 The Quartermaster Corps supplied the soldiers with food, clothing, personal 
and housekeeping equipment.  It also performed services closely related to those 
supplies: laundry and salvage, bathing and disinfection.  Identification and care of 
the dead were also Quartermaster responsibilities in both wars.  

 The actual transport of men and materials was originally the Quartermaster 
Corps' prime function.  But in both WWI and WWII, it was removed from 
Quartermaster Corps, and set up under separate command.  But supply of fuel, 
mechanical transport, and horses and mules and their forage and equipment, as 
well as animal transport, all remained a Quartermaster responsibility in both wars.  

 Paying the soldier was a Quartermaster function in World War I but not in 
World War II.  

 The Quartermaster Corps in WWI grew from 57 officers and 1,268 enlisted 
men to 4,665 officers and 96,066 enlisted men by the end of WWI.  The proportion 
of Quartermaster personnel in the American Army was similar that in the European 
Theater in World War Il, about 5% of the US forces involved. 

Organizational structure 

 In WWI, the Quartermaster Corps was headquartered in Tours, France.   Its 
general objective was to maintain a 90 days' supply in France, replenished partly 
by supply agencies in the US and by local procurement.   However, continual 
increase in demands for supplies made it impossible to achieve this level while the 
war lasted.  

 In WWI, the US supply chain worked as follows: 

• 2 Large base depots.  The bulk of supplies from the US were received in 
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large base depots at the seaports of St. Nazaire and Bordeaux, where they 
could be classified and shipped to intermediate depots nearer the front. At 
both places, large dock facilities and depots were created.  By the middle 
of 1918, St. Nazaire was handlng over 200,000 ship-tons per month of 
which almost two thirds were Quartermaster supplies. 

• 6 Intermediate depots.  These acted as replenishing points for advance 
depots located at the most convenient communication points directly 
behind the combat zone.  The largest of the intermediate depots was 
Montoir, a mud-flat four miles up the Loire  River that was transformed 
into a great depot. Next in size was Gievres, in central France, near the 
main rail lines from both St. Nazaire and Bordeaux.   Smaller facilities 
not involving so much new construction were developed in and behind 
the ports of Le Havre, Brest, La Pallice, and Marseilles.  Only the 
Marseilles depot, however, was of use to the American in WWII.  

• Advance depots.   The main ones were Gievres, originally set up as a 
intermediate depot but then called into action as an advance depot.  This 
happened in July 1918 when American divisions were thrown into the 
second battle of the Marne.  The other notable advance base was Is-sur-
Tille.  The greatest single feature at Gievres was the "ice box," 896 by 
110 feet, holding up to 18,000,000 pounds of frozen fresh meat and 
capable of handing 2,400,000 pounds in twenty-four hours.   In the St. 
Mihiel drive and later, Gievres acted as both intermediate and advance 
depot.  This combination of important separate functions in one 
installation was quite exceptional in 1918 but similar rapid changes in 
combat operations made the practice much more common in WWII.  The 
advance depot and regulating station at Is-sur-Tille was similar in layout 
to Gievres, but better equipped for rapid movement of large quantities of 
supplies.  Located on a main railroad junction behind the eastern sector 
of the front, which was the main area of operations of the American 
armies, it became the chief assembly and dispatching point for supplies 
during the two great American offensives of WWI. 

• Supply parks.  The advance depots shipped supplies to supply parks sub-
parks, dumps, and refilling points that tried to hold a minimum reserve of 
15 days’ supply of clothing and individual equipment. 

 The creation of this whole system required building many new facilities in 
order not to interfere with the French and British supply lines.  This necessitated 
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building facilities in many underdeveloped areas and as a result, the job was  far 
from complete when the war ended.  Nevertheless, by the middle of 1918, when 
the AEF was first heavy engaged, the system worked well. 

 This was in marked contrast with WWII, when the Americans were able  to 
use available facilities with just enough repairs and expansion to function 
adequately.  

Supply of food 

 To the soldiers in the combat zone, the Quartermaster service's prime 
function was supply the daily food ration.  Non-perishable items, such as canned 
meats, dried vegetables and flour, could be handled by ordinary methods. 
Perishable items, such as baked goods, fresh vegetables, and fresh meat had to be 
handled in special ways.  Fresh meat it was found, could be supplied direct from 
intermediate depots.  It was quickly shipped frozen solid at 0 degrees from Gievres 
in insulated cars and reached its destination still frozen. 

 When units were far enough to the rear, or well sheltered or camouflaged,  
food was served to the men directly from the unit’s rolling kitchen in which it had 
been cooked.  Otherwise, the kitchen proceeded as close to the front as conditions 
permitted and the cooked food was carried forward in insulated "marmite" cans 
either in horse-drawn ration wagons or by carrying parties.  

 The same general system for ration supply to combat units was used in WW 
II, with the jeep replacing the ration wagon and truck convoys replacing the rails of 
1918. 

 The rations fed to the AEF relied much more heavily on meat and bread than 
did the rations of WWII, but represented a great improvement over anything that 
had previously been attempted for an American Army in the field.  It provided 
first-class fresh beef, and where fresh meat could not be brought up, by canned 
meat, usually corned beef, or canned fish, usually salmon. 

 Fresh bread, potatoes, and vegetables reached the front lines and, in quiet 
sectors, even into the trenches.  Where these fresh foods could not be served, there 
were hard bread and canned vegetables, usually beans, tomatoes, or peas.  

 Only when cut off by enemy fire or advancing over broken ground too 
rapidly for supplies to keep up was the front line soldier forced to fall back on his 
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iron ration of canned corned beef and hard tack. 

 A number of improvements in food supply in WWII saw their beginnings 
with the AEF.  To save shipping space and make handling easier at each transfer 
point and in the field kitchen, several methods of preparing and shipping boneless 
beef were tried.  Dehydrated potatoes and other vegetables were also provided in 
quantity.  Precursor of the WWII combat rations was the trench reserve; units of 
twenty-five rations packed in a metal, gas-proof container and held in the lines for 
emergency use. 

 The food that reached the unit kitchens was not always as well prepared as 
its high quality deserved, and this led to some grumbling about the rations.  
Despite complaints, however, the soldier of the AEF had no cause to envy the 
rations of his British and French counterparts. But even in WWII, when 
improvements in production and packaging techniques, plus more flexible 
transportation enabled the Quartermaster Corps to send forward a much more 
elaborate ration, there was occasional grumbling from the ranks about the 
monotony and low quality of meals served. 

Supply of equipment 

 Next to food in order of importance, came the supply of clothing and 
individual equipment.  The equipment that the American soldier reached France 
with was of good quality and in ample supply.  He was, in fact, ordinarily provided 
with so much more than he could use in combat that disposal of the excess for 
troops moving to the front became a serious storage problem.  

 Combat experience brought only a few changes to the uniform. The overcoat 
was shortened to provide more freedom for the legs; the campaign hat was 
discarded for the "overseas" cap; and wrapped puttees replaced canvas leggings.  

 The terrific wear on shoes led to the development of the rugged "Pershing" 
shoe, still remembered as a model of military footwear.  They were so rugged, the 
soldiers called them “Little Tanks.” According to Wikipedia, “During World War 
I, the Endicott-Johnson shoe factories made every pair of military boots, which 
equipped U.S. soldiers.” 

 The Quartermaster Corps's main problem with clothing and equipment at the 
front was replenishment.  It had been anticipated that the rate of destruction and 
loss in combat would be high, but experience exceeded all expectation.  The result 
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was that while the AEF's calls for clothing and equipment constantly increased, 
and supplies poured in, the drain was so heavy that stocks rarely reached minimum 
reserve levels.  The same problem arose in WWII and again it took some months to 
adjust calculated replacement factors to actual expenditure. 

 As a partial solution to the replacement problem and to preserve the health 
and morale of the troops in WWI,  the Quartermaster Corps set up a laundry, 
disinfection, and bath service, and a thorough salvage procedure.   Near the front 
lines the effort was concentrated on ridding the men of lice --the famous "cooties" 
of World War I -- issuing clean underwear, and sterilizing outer clothing.   

Salvage Service 

 This new Quartermaster service had been set up not only to provide laundry 
service but for the systematic recovery, repair, and reuse of all types of equipment. 
It was similar to that followed by the Quartermaster Corps in WWII.  

 Each soldier and officer was required to bring all unserviceable or 
abandoned equipment to salvage dumps set up in each command.  Following large-
scale combat, permanently organized salvage squads, temporarily assisted by labor 
battalions and line troops, swept the battlefields and lines of advance.  In these 
special cleanups tremendous quantities were recovered; in the St. Mihiel area 
alone, for example, Quartermaster material valued at $630,000 ($9, 588,600 in 
2012 terms) was collected by October 1918, the month following the battle. 

 Immediately serviceable material and equipment collected was held at 
division and army dumps for direct reissue to the troops, but the great bulk of 
salvage went back down the supply chain and was shipped to salvage depots in the 
rear.  By the end of the war, for example, the large salvage depot at St. Pierre-des-
Corps was handling almost eight million pieces of laundry per month, and 
repairing over 3,000 pairs of shoes per day.  

Local purchasing 

 Another aspect of the desire to reduce the pressure on trans-Atlantic 
shipping in WWI as in WWII, was the Quartermaster Corps' determination to buy 
as much of its supplies as possible in Europe.   By the end of the war it bought 
nearly $150,000,000’s worth of goods ($2.3 billion in 2012 dollars) that covered 
400,000 tons of supplies, half of which was food.  In addition the AEF Chief 
Quartermaster had secured, under special arrangements, over one million tons of 
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coal from Great Britain and over 175,000 horses and mules from France and other 
countries.  

Remount Service  

 This refers to the draft, pack, and riding animals of the Quartermaster 
service’s supply  of 181,983 horses and 61,377 mules.  Providing these animals 
was a much more minor service in WWII.  To save shipping, early efforts were 
made by the Remount Service to purchase the majority of the animals in Europe, 
but there was always a shortage. 

Graves Registration 

 The final service which the Quartermaster Corps performed in the AEF, as 
in previous wars and again in WWII, was the identification and registration of the 
dead and their concentration in a relatively few suitable cemeteries.  This difficult 
task was carried out by the Graves Registration Service.  

 The main effort during the period of active fighting was to follow up the 
advance quickly enough to make all necessary records while maximum 
information was still available.  For this purpose Graves Registration units were 
attached to each division in action, sweeping the battlefield behind it often so soon 
after the ground was taken that they came under enemy fire.  

 Assisted by labor troops and sometimes by troops from the line, the Graves 
Registration units corrected the reports resulting from hasty battlefield actions, 
completing records and moving the dead from isolated and shallow graves to 
specially dedicated cemeteries in the rear.  

 They could not in every case identify the fallen soldier but in the end they 
identified 95% of them.  This achievement had never before been approached by 
the United States Army, and even surpasses the record of WWII. 

 In sum, coming into a foreign country as a relatively inexperienced 
organization compared to the British and French organizations that had been 
perfected in more than three years of war, the American Quartermaster Corps very 
rapidly reached an over-all level of efficiency easily comparable with that of our 
Allies.  The judgment of contemporaries was summarized by General Pershing 
when he wrote in his report on the operations in France, "The task of supplying an 
army of the size of the American Expeditionary Forces in a field of operations so 
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many thousands of miles from home depots was never before attempted.  The 
Quartermaster Corps carried this task to a triumphant conclusion and thereby made 
possible the success of our fighting troops on the Marne, at St. Mihiel, and in the 
Argonne.'' 

  Sources 
1. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John 

Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 214.  
2. http://www.qmfound.com/supply_aef.htm 

 
*** 

WILLAM ENDICOTT 
 He was a Bostonian and 1921 Harvard College graduate1 as well as a Lt. 
Colonel in the U.S. Army.  Starting in October 1917 as a Major he became the 
American Red Cross Commissioner to Great Britain.  (There were Red Cross 
Commissioners for other countries, too, such as for France, Belgium, and Italy.) A 
July 18, 1918, article in the New York Times quoted him in his work for the 
preceding 6 months: 
 
  Two recent developments in the war situation have increased and 
 widened the scope of the American Red Cross work in Great Britain.  The 
 first was the decision of the Allies to brigade American troops with the 
 British soldiers in the north of France; the second was the enormous 
 increase in the number of American soldiers landed on British soil. 
 
  During the past few weeks American sick and wounded have been 
 arriving in numbers, and today there are half a dozen London hospitals 
 which are caring for between twenty and 100 soldiers each.  The largest 
 purely American hospital in the vicinity of London will be located in 
 Richmond Park, on land given by the King.  This hospital, the gift of the 
 British Red Cross, will provide 500 beds for American wounded. 
 
  In the South of England there is an American Red Cross  building on 
 similar lines as the huts, and a hospital to accommodate 3,000, while in the 
 North of England we already have a hospital capacity of 800. 
 
  Hospital work is only one side of American Red Cross activities.  A 
 debarkation officer, representing the society, boards an incoming transport 
 long before it docks.  American Red Cross workers are in every port and 
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 camp, and an American Red Cross embarkation officer is almost the last 
 man to quit an outgoing transport before it weighs anchor for France. 
 
  The supplies with the American Red Cross furnished American 
 soldiers are of most varied character, and wounded Americans in 
 hospitals in Great Britain are visited weekly by American women. 
 
 A Red Cross Bulletin of 1919 gave an account of a farewell dinner for 
William which many British dignitaries attended, including the Prince of Wales, to 
thank him for his service.   
 
 Upon the entry of the United States into the war, the American Red Cross 
organized  hospitals in England to care for the American wounded.  The Red Cross 
established Commissions to facilitate its work in the war, with the first being the 
Commission for Europe based in Paris, France, and William Endicott was one of 
17 men who were on the staff of that Commission.  
 
 During July and August the Commission for Europe was having trouble 
securing supplies for France, so it sent William to England to act as a purchasing 
agent for them. Then, in October 1917 the Red Cross’s War Council voted to set 
up a new Commission, a Commission for Great Britain, and put William in charge 
of it, with a staff of 7 persons.  
 
 One of his first acts was to establish Red Cross Military Hospital No.4 near 
Liverpool.  So, William leased an English country estate, Mossley Hall, which was 
located only 15 minutes from the docks.   Mossley Hall received its first patients 
on January 9, 1918 and eventually reached a capacity of 500 beds.   William 
eventually came to be in charge of many more such hospitals, including but not 
limited to: 
 
 *   Red Cross Hospital No. 21 at Paignton 

• Red Cross Hospital No. 22 at Lancaster Gate, Hyde Park, London. 
• Red Cross Hospital No. 23 at St. Katherine’s Lodge, Regent’s Park, 

London. 
• Red Cross Hospital No. 24 at Baroda House in London.  This was an 

officers’ hospital and it was right next to Kensington Palace Gardens. 
• Red Cross Hospital No. 34 at Romsey 
• Red Cross Hospital No 101 at Lingfield, abut 35 miles from London 
• Red Cross Hospital No 102 at Connizaro, an estate at Wimbledon. 
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  Sources:  

1. http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-
free/pdf?res=9E05E4D6103BEE3ABC4851DFB1668383609EDE 

2. History of American Red Cross Nursing, Lavinia Dock, 
New York, the McMillan Company, 1922 

 
*** 

 
WILLIAM CALVIN ENDECOTT (May 12, 1895 - 3 January 3, 1933)_ 
 His last name is sometimes spelled Endecott.  He resided at RFD Carthage,  
Jasper County, Missouri and was inducted into the Army at Carthage on February 25, 
1918 at age 23 and 9 months and was given serial number 2,206,105.  He was a Private 
with Co F, 32nd Engineers and served overseas from June 15, 1918 to June 9, 1919.   
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William Calvin Endicott 
 

*** 
 

WILLIAM J. ENDICOTT (? – June 16, 1939) 
 He resided at 440 Hunt Ave., St. Louis, Missouri and was inducted into the 
Army at the Jefferson Barracks on May 2, 1917 at age 32, 4 months.  His serial 
number was 125, 848.  He was a Private with Battery C 6th Field Artillery and 
served overseas from June 14, 1917 to May 2, 1919.   He is buried in the Jefferson 
Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri.  
 
 Sources: 
 1. http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/soldiers/details 
 2.http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=81302194 
 3. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 



 455 

 
WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN ENDICOTT (August 29, 1896 – January 8, 
1976) 
 His grave stone on the Dennison Cemetery in Idabel, McCurtain County, 
Oklahoma says the he was a Private in the Army in WWI.  
 
 Sources: 

1. www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=18946394 
 

*** 
OTHERS ENDICOTTS SER VING IN WWI 

 
MURRAY ENDICOTT HART (November 8, 1899 -- January 11, 1961) 
 
 He was the  son of George Pierpont Estes Hart and Margaret Crowell Hogg 
Hart.  He was a Marine bugler and a point man who went ahead of the troops to 
scout for the enemy.  
 
 He fought in the Battle of Chateau Thierry in May 1918.  He was awarded 
the Purple Heart because he was wounded twice during the war.  Once when he 
was wounded, he was thought to be dead and was placed with others who had died.  
 
 He lay there all day before he was able to get someone's attention to let them 
know he was alive.  He continued to serve in Germany for about a year after the 
war was over.  Then he moved back to Danville, Virginia, where his parents lived, 
married and had three daughters.  Later he was divorced, remarried and had four 
more daughters. 
 
 Sources:  
 1.http://www.myhartt.com/obits.php?ID=216&NAME=Murray%20Endicott
%20Hart 

*** 
 

 
GLEN ENDICOTT MCCOOL (October 15, 1897 - ?) 
 He was born in West Middleton, Indiana.  He served with Company C, 113  
Engineers from April 7, 1917 – June 30, 1919, spending 12 months in  
France and 7 months in Germany with the army of occupation.  His line in America: 

• John 
• Zerubbabel 
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• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• Thomas 
• Abner Madison (see above) 
• Nellie McCool 
• Glen Endicott McCool 

 
 Sources: 
  1. Mabel McFatridge McCloskey, “Some Descendants of John        

Endecott, Governor,” 1943, page 162.  
 

*** 
 

DAVID ENDICOTT PUTNAM (December 10, 1898- September 12, 1918) 
 

 As a 1st Lieutenant, he scored 13 verifiable victories as a flying air ace  
during World War I, serving with both the French and U.S. air services and was for 
a time America’s leading Ace in the war.  He won the Distinguished Service Cross, 
second only the Congressional Medal of Honor.  
 
 He was born in Jamaica Plains, Massachusetts, a descendent of the 
revolutionary war General Israel Putnam who told his men at Bunker Hill “Don’t 
shoot until you see the whites of their eyes!”  
 
 In high school he was superb athlete and orator and during the summers he 
attended Camp Becket-in-the-Berkshires.  There he became a close acquaintance 
of the camp director, Henry W. Gibson, with whom he later corresponded during 
the war.  As a camper from 1914–1916, and counselor in 1917 after his college 
freshman year, swimming was one of his passions and he became captain of the 
Life Saving Crew and Assistant Swimming Instructor.  
 
 He was also an exceptional tennis player.  He was popular among campers 
and received the 1915 Honor Emblem and the 1916 Honor Button, the camp’s 
highest award.  He was  described in the camp newspaper Seen and Heard as 
“Modest and unassuming, yet genial and a good mixer, of high moral standard he 
was without question the most popular boy in the camp.”  Camp director, Henry 
Gibson said: “The sense of fair play, of consideration for the other fellow, of 
physical bravery, of moral courage — all of these qualities were given a chance to 
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express themselves in his camp life.” 
 
 At camp following his freshman year at Harvard College, David went to 
Gibson in his tent and said, ““I am going across the seas to get in the big fight.” 
Then, he dropped out of Harvard and took a cattle boat to Europe, where he joined 
the French Foreign Legion on May 31, 1917.  
 
 He was transferred to the French air service, trained at Avord, and was 
assigned to Escadrille Spa94 on December 12, 1917, but was reassigned to Spa156 
on February 7, 1918.  In the latter escadrille he shot down four German planes and 
was subsequently transferred to Spa38 on June 1, 1918, where he shot down two 
more planes.   He was discharged from French service in June 1918 in order to join 
the American air force. 
 
 While serving with the French, on one occasion (June 15, 1918) he single-
handedly engaged 10 German aircraft all at once and shot down five of them, but 
because the action took place behind enemy lines, only one of them was 
confirmed.  
 

Problem of Confirming Aerial Victories 
 
 Many allied pilots shot down more enemy aircraft than they were credited 
with because it was often hard to meet the standards of  official confirmation: the 
plane had to be proven to have been removed from action.  For example, in the 
chaos of a dogfight, a pilot might pretend to be shot down to escape, only to pull 
out of his dive later, 
 
 Confirmation was especially difficult if the action occurred behind enemy 
lines, where it was not possible to physically view the crashed aircraft or the 
captured pilot.  Because of prevailing winds, aerial combat commonly took place 
over or behind the German lines and German scores are generally considered more 
accurate than allied scores because German aces' victories were more easily 
confirmed on the ground. 
 
 The ideal situation was that of Manfred von Richthofen, Germany’s “Red 
Baron,” and the leading Ace of World War I, with 80 confirmed kills: at least 76 of 
his 80 planes can be tied to known British losses, so confirmation was easy.  
 

Switching to the US Air Service 
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 After the United States entered the war, Putnam joined the United States Air 
Service as a 1st Lieutenant and for a short time assumed command of the 134th 
Aero Squadron before joining the 139th Aero Squadron as a flight commander. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              David Endicott Putnam 
 

 
 On one occasion, as a gesture of respect, all 150 aviators of his command 
gave him a dinner in Paris.  Wine was to be served but since David abstained from 
alcohol, he turned over his glass -- and all the others followed suit.  With the 139th, 
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Putnam scored his last 3 victories.  
 
 His adventures in battle were bold and daring.  For example, he wrote to 
Gibson saying, “Can you imagine anyone falling 20,000 feet, nearly four miles, 
smashing a machine to kindling wood and only getting a broken tooth out of it all? 
No! Well, I am afraid you are going to try, for that is just what I did yesterday 
morning.” 
 
 He specialized in flying fighter missions deep behind German lines on the 
Western Front.  As a consequence although he was officially credited with 13 
'kills”, in all probability he tallied more than double this total.   
 
 On September 12, 1918, while  flying mission near Limey, France, he was 
shot down and killed in his SPAD S.XIII by German ace Georg von 
Hantelmann.  David was 19 years old, Von Hantelman, 20.  
 
 Here is a newspaper account from the Lime Springs Sun-Herald, Thursday, 
September 26, 1918, of what happened: 
 
  With the American Army on the Lorraine Front, Sept. 20.— While 
on patrol along the American lines, First Lieutenant David E.  Putnam, of 
 Newton, Mass., American ace of aces, was killed. 
     Lieutenant Putnam was flying with Lieutenant Robertson of Fort 
 Smith, Ark., when they were attacked by seven German machines.  Four of 
 these made for Putnam's airplane and three attacked Robertson's.  The  attack 
was sudden and unexpected and the enemy was able to fire from  above. 
     Lieutenant Putnam was shot twice through the heart.  His 
 machine glided to the earth at Limey within the American lines, where he 
 was found by his comrades. Lieutenant Robertson returned safely. 
  

Georg Von Hantelmann and the Blue Max 
 
 The fate of the man who shot down David Endicott Putnam, Georg Von 
Hantelmann, is interesting because it was integrally tied up with major   
historical events that ended badly both for Germany and for him.   
 
  Von Hantelmann (1898- 1924) was the eldest son of a minor Junker family 
in West Prussia (present day Poland).  He flew a Fokker D VII that had a red front 
half of the fuselage and a blue back half with a white scull and crossbones on it, 
and a white tail.   
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 He was officially credited with shooting down 25 allied planes during the 
war, including victories over 3 Allied aces, one of whom was Putnam, all in the 
same week.  On October 9, 1918, Von Hantelmann shot down his 20th Allied 
plane, thus meeting the criteria for the Pour le Merite, colloquially called the “Blue 
Max,” Germany’s highest military award at the time.   From this date on, it usually 
took 6-8 weeks to actually receive the Blue Max.  
 
 But Von Hantelmann never got it.  The medal commission officially 
recommended him for the medal on November 3, 1918, but the Kaiser abdicated 
on November 10 and the war ended one day later – not enough time for the Kaiser, 
preoccupied with holding Germany together and keeping his job, to sign the 
“Urkunde,” or certificate authorizing the award.    
 
 There were at least a dozen German aces left in the same position as Von 
Hantelmann, officially recommended for the Blue Max but never receiving it.  (80 
flyers did get it in WWI.)  There is a story that at least one ace in this situation, 
Rudolf Kersting, pulled some strings and got a Blue Max issued to him in 1920, 
but critics claim that awards of this sort were “unofficial.” 
 
 Much worse was to come for Von Hantelmann.  In 1924, he was murdered 
on his own property.  After the war he had taken over management of the family 
estate in Charcice, West Prussia, and was shot by poachers there on September 7, 
1924, according to the official Polish explanation. 
 
 Charcice was in the part of West Prussia that had once been part of Poland 
and was now being returned to Poland because Germany had lost the war and the 
Poles were pushing the Germans out.  Von Hantelmann was on the other side,  
campaigning for the rights of the German minority.  Thus, many contend that his 
murder was a politically motivated assassination.  There is a sequel: the expulsion 
of Germans from West Prussia was one of the key things the Nazis wanted to 
rectify by starting WWII and recapturing the area.  
 

Putnam’s Legacy 
 
 Just before his death, David wrote his mother in a letter about the death of a 
friend, “Isn’t it glorious to give up your life for the great cause? What more could 
one ask?” 
 
 Henry Gibson received a returned letter that had sent to David, with the 
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words ‘deceased’ written on the envelope.  Gibson never opened it and forever 
afterwards used it to illustrate in the camp chapel service that one must never delay 
telling what is in one’s hearts before it is too late. 
 
 After his death, David, like Von Hantelmann, was recommended for his 
country’s highest medal, in Putnam’s case, the Medal of Honor.  But like Von 
Hantelmann, Putnam never got it  -- because it was downgraded to the 
Distinguished Service Cross.   While serving with the French he won several other 
French medals, including the Croix de Guerre, with palms and stars, the Medaille 
Militaire, the Cross of the Legion d'Honneur.  A French battleship was even named 
after him. 
 
 His combat record follows: 
 
 Date   Time  Unit  Aircraft Opponent   
 
1.   Jan  19, 1918   Spa156    Two-seater  
2.   Jan  27, 1918   Spa156    Albatros 
u/c Feb  12, 1918   Spa156    C 
u/c Mar 14, 1918   Spa156   Albatros 
3.   Mar 15, 1918   Spa156   Rumpler C 
u/c Apr 12, 1918   Spa156   Scout 
u/c Apr 12, 1918   Spa156   Scout 
u/c Apr 23, 1918   Spa156   EA 
u/c Apr 23, 1918   Spa156   EA 
u/c Apr 23, 1918   Spa156   EA 
u/c May 15, 1918   Spa156   EA 
4.   Jun 1, 1918   Spa156   Two-seater 
5.   Jun 2, 1918   Spa156   Albatros 
6.   Jun 2, 1918   Spa156   Albatros 
7.   Jun 5, 1918   Spa38    Albatros DV 
u/c Jun 5, 1918   Spa38    EA 
u/c Jun 5, 1918   Spa38    EA 
u/c Jun 5, 1918   Spa38    EA 
u/c Jun 5, 1918   Spa38    EA 
u/c Jun14, 1918   Spa38    EA 
u/c Jun14, 1918   Spa38    EA 
u/c Jun 14,1918   Spa38    EA 
8.   Jun 15,1918   Spa38    Two-seater 
9.  Jun 15, 1918   Spa38    Balloon 
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10. Jun 30, 1918   139th    Rumpler C 
u/c Jul 12, 1918   139th  SPAD XII C 
11. Aug 15,1918 0740  139th  SPAD XII Fokker D VII 
12. Aug 22, 1918 0620  139th  SPAD XII Rumpler C 
13. Sep 12, 1918 1830  139th  SPAD XII Fokker D VII 
 

 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.theaerodrome.com/aces/usa/putnam.php 
   2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Putnam 
   3. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-            
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=9170 
   4. http://www.theaerodrome.com/forum/newspaper-         
articles/31532-premier-airman-dies.html 
 

*** 
 

BANANA WARS È 
 
 The Banana Wars were a series occupations, police actions, and 
interventions conducted by the United States in Panama, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Mexico, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic from 1912-1934.  They ended when 
President Franklin Roosevelt withdrew U.S.  troops from Haiti in 1934, in part 
because they cost too much to conduct during the Great Depression, and instituted 
the Good Neighbor policy. 
 
 The reasons for the conflicts varied but were largely economic.  Most 
prominently, the United Fruit Company had significant financial stakes in the 
production of bananas, tobacco, sugar cane, and various other products throughout 
the Caribbean, Central America and Northern South America and the U.S. 
government was protecting their interests.   The U.S. was also attempting to 
maintain a sphere of influence in the region and control the Panama Canal, which it 
had recently built, and which was critically important to U.S. global trade and 
naval power. 
 
 The U.S. Interventions were almost always conducted by the U.S. Marine 
Corps.  For example, the Marines occupied Nicaragua almost continuously from 
1912 - 1933.   They also occupied the Dominican Republic from 1916-1924, and 
Haiti from 1915- 1934. 
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 Two-time Congressional Medal of Honor winner, Marine Major General 
Smedley Butler (1881- 1940) was involved in many of these Marine incursions.  
After his retirement, however, he became an outspoken critic of U.S. business 
interests in the Caribbean, writing this about his time in the Marines: 
   
  … I spent most of my time as a high-class muscle man for Big  Business, 
 for Wall Street and the bankers.   In short, I was a racketeer, a gangster for 
 capitalism….I helped purify Nicaragua for the International Banking  House 
of Brown Brothers in 1902-1912… I  might have given Al Capone a  few hints.  
The best he could do was to operate his racket in three districts. 
 I operated on three continents. 
 
ENDICOTTS SERVING DURING THE BANANA WARS 
 
HERNING ENDACOTT (October 1, 1901 – August, 1984) 
 The unusual first name was his mother’s maiden name.  A census for March 
1, 1905  shows him living in Douglas County, Kansas, the son of William A. 
Endicott (1873-1963) and Catharine Mary Herning (1873-1941), the youngest of 3 
children.   The 1910 census shows that William was born in England, and “Kate” 
was born in Kansas and that they now had 2 more sons younger than Herning.  
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Herning Endacott 
  

Herning enlisted in the Marine Corps on October 19, 1920 and underwent 
recruit training at Parris Island, South Carolina.  A month later he was stationed at 
the Marine Barracks in the Brooklyn, New York Navy Yard.  He was then 
transferred to the US Naval Air Station in Rockaway Beach, Long Island but then 
back to the Marine Barracks in Brooklyn.  He last appears in the muster rolls there 
in July, 1922.   This period coincides with Marine Corps involvement in the 
Banana Wars, but it is not known yet whether Herning actually served abroad 
during that time or not.  
 
 In 1926 he started working for Gulf Oil,  where he stayed for 30 years. The 
1930 U.S. Census shows him living in Tulsa, Oklahoma and married to Margaret 
Lane (1906 -1985) with 2 small children.   The 1940 Census shows him still in 
Tulsa, but with 2 more children, both young boys.  His occupation is listed as “land 
clerk,” apparently referring to his work with Gulf checking ownership titles to 
land.   
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 In 1962, he published a 41-page book called “Key to Bible Prophecy.”  
  
 Sources 

1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
2. Social Security Administration Death Index  
3. Ancestry.com. 1905 Census Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-

1925  
4. Ancestry.com 1910 United States Federal Census.  
5. Ancesrty.com 1930 United States Federal Census. 
6. An obituary supplied by Helen Bristol on November 13, 2013.  

Herning Endacott was her great uncle. 
 

*** 
 
 

WORLD WAR II È 
 
  World War II was probably the most important event of the 20th century, 

with much of what happens even today tracing back to it.  More than 220 Endicott 
fought in it.  The war was essentially fought in two theaters, the Pacific Theater 
(PTO) and the European Theater (ET0) and fighting had started in both theaters 
long before the US got involved. 

 
World War II Statistics 

 
 This data answers questions about how many Americans served in WWII, 
what the relative sizes of the US service branches were, and what their casualty 
rates were. 
 

Casualties by Service Branch 
 
Service             Number           Killed/    Percent 
Branch     Served     Missing        Wounded  Killed 
 
Army   11,260,000     318, 274     565,861  2.8 § 
 
Army Air Forces   3,400,000       88, 119      17, 360  2.5  
(included with 
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Army) 
 
Navy     4,183,465        62,614      37,778  1.5  ∞ 
 
Submarine                 
Force           16,000          3,506  ?  22.0 
(included with 
Navy 
 
Marine Corps              689,000        24,511      68, 207  3.66 § 
 
Coast Guard        241, 093        1,917  ?  0.78 
 
Merchant Marine       243, 000       9, 521         12,000  3.9 ¶ 
 
TOTAL    16,596,639     416,837    683,846  2.5 
 
§  Army casualties in the PTO were substantially more than Marine Corps 
casualties, but that’s due to the fact the Army had 22 division in the PTO and the 
Marines only 6. 
 
¶  US Merchant Marne had the highest casualty rate of any US service branch in 
WWII, but the submarine force had the highest rate of a specific force within the 
Navy. 
 
∞  Most Navy casualties were in the PTO 
 
Sources:  

1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II_casualties#Military_Casualties_by_branch_o
f_service 

2. http://www.valoratsea.com/losses1.htm 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_lost_United_States_submarines#During

_World_War_II 
 
 

Army and Marine Corps Divisions Mobilized 
 

• The Army mobilized 91 divisions during the war: 68 infantry divisions,  16 
armored divisions, 5 airborne divisions, 2 cavalry divisions, and 1 mountain 
division. 
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• 61 Army divisions were deployed in Europe, 22 in the Pacific, and 15 in the 

Mediterranean.  (Several were deployed in more than one place.)  
 

• The Marines mobilized 6 divisions, all of which served in the Pacific. 
Source: http://www.historyshots.com/usarmy/DisplayTheater.cfm?t=European 

 
 

US Army/ Marine Corps Unit Sizes WWII 
 
Squad or Section  9-10 men (commanded by a Sgt) 
 
Platoon   16-44 (2-4 squads or sections; commanded by   
   a Lieutenant )        
Company or   62-192 men (3-5 platoons; commanded by a    
Artillery Battery   Captain) 
 
Battalion   300-1000 men (4-6 companies; commanded by a   
   Lt. Colonel) 
 
Brigade/Regiment  3,000-5,000 men (2-5 Battalions; commanded by a  
   Colonel)        
 
Division    10,000-15,000 men (3 Divisions/Brigades;    
   commanded by a Major General)     
   
Corps    20,000 – 45,000 men (2-6 Divisions; commanded   
   by a Lt. General) 
 
Army    50,000 + men (2 or more Corps; commanded by a   
   Lt. General or higher)      
 

 
Endicott-Johnson Shoe Company 

 
  Before we even get into the different theaters of the war, it is important to 

realize that the Endicott-Johnson shoe company, founded by Henry Bradford 
Endicott (See WWI chapter, above) was responsible for making nearly all of the 
shoe and footwear for the United States Army during WWII as it had done in 
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WWI.   More than 20,000 people worked there during WWII and the company 
made 25 million pairs of boots for the U.S. military. 

 
The War in the Pacific 

 
  The United States got into the war on December 7, 1941, with the Japanese 

sneak attack on Pearl Harbor after which we immediately declared war on Japan.  
On December 11, Germany and Italy declared war on the United States. 

 
   Americans tend not to know as much about the war in the Pacific as they do 

about the war in Europe because more Americans are descended from Europeans 
and have family ties there.  In the PTO, America’s main allies were China, Britain 
and Australia, although many other countries helped, too, just as in Europe.  In 
fact, 3 British Endicotts and 4 Australian Endicotts  served in the Pacific. 

 
  World War II actually started in the Pacific in 1932, when Japan invaded 

northern China and set up a puppet state in Manchuria, called Manchukuo. 
Sporadic fighting between China and Japan ensued until Japan finally launched a 
full-scale invasion of China in 1937, which later became part of World War II.  

 
  It’s important to realize that the war in the PTO was about as big as that in 

Europe, with China alone suffering 10-20 million deaths (military and civilian) and 
tying down a large number of Japanese troops while the U.S. was fighting Japan.  
Furthermore, about 22% of Japanese casualties during the war were in China.  
Americans tend to not realize how great a role China played in the war because 
shortly thereafter China became a Cold War enemy of the United States. 
(Americans tend not to know about the enormous Russian sacrifice in Europe for 
the same reason.) But the fact is that Imperial Japan directly attacked and occupied 
a far larger region and population than did Germany and her European allies and 
the Chinese people remember it clearly to this day.  

 
  Overall, U.S. strategy in the PTO consisted of two great thrusts, one thrust, a 

southern one led by General Douglas McArthur and assisted by the U.S. Navy and 
Australian allies, and another one, a northern thrust led by Admiral Chester Nimitz, 
using the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marines as well as Army soldiers.  Plenty of Endicotts 
were involved in both of these thrusts.  

 
  Of all the almost 417,000 deaths the U.S. suffered in World War II, 75% of 

them occurred in the ETO and 25% in the PTO.  But even though the U.S. lost 
only 25% of its total World War II deaths in the Pacific, the rate of deaths was 
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much higher in the Pacific than it was in Europe because a lot more U.S. men 
fought in Europe than in the Pacific.   

 
  In other words, of those engaged, you had a much higher chance of being 

killed or wounded in the PTO than in the ETO.  In the battle of Iwo Jima, for 
example, close to 40% of all the Marines engaged were killed or wounded.  We 
have two stories about Endicotts at Iwo. A large part of the reason for the higher 
casualty rate in the PTO was because the Japanese, unlike the Germans, fought to 
the death; they would often kill themselves in ‘banzai” (suicide) charges rather 
than surrender, or just fight to the death.  And neither side took many prisoners, 
which was not the case in Europe where plenty of prisoners were taken. 

 
 In comparing theaters of the war, perhaps no one is better qualified than 
General J. Lawton Collins (1896-1987), who commanded U.S. troops in both 
places and was later Army Chief of Staff.  General Omar Bradley, who 
commanded all U.S. troops advancing on Germany from the west, said Collins was 
the ablest of all American corps commanders during World War II.  (During 
WWII, the corps commander was normally considered the highest level of combat 
command.) 
 
 First, Collins commanded the Army’s 25th division in Guadalcanal and New 
Georgia and then the Army’s VII Corps, which moved eastward from the D-Day 
beaches across France and into Germany.  Here are comments Collins made at Fort 
Leavenworth on May17,1983 when asked to compare the fighting qualities of the 
German and Japanese soldiers: 
 

They were radically different. The German was far more skilled than the 
Japanese. Most of the Japanese that we fought were not skilled men. Not 
skilled leaders.  The German had a professional army. . . The Japanese army 
was very much like ours in a sense.  They had a small corps of officers who 
were professionals.  But the bulk of their people were not professionals in 
the sense of knowing their business and so on.  They didn't have the 
equipment that we had. They didn't know how to handle combined arms - 
the artillery and the support of the infantry - to the same extent we did. They 
were gallant soldiers, though.  They fought to the end and you had to knock 
them off -- that was all there was to it…They fought very, very hard, but 
they were not nearly as skillful as the Germans.  But the German didn't have 
the tenacity of the Japanese. 
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 Here are excerpts from a November 10, 1944 article in Yank Magazine    
quoting Collins in France on the subject of which theater was the toughest for the 
average soldier: 
 
 From the physical standpoint, the Pacific campaigns have been  infinitely 
 worse for the private soldier.  There he had to live in the  filth and heat of 
 the jungle, worrying about malaria and the fact that a scratch may develop 
 into a tropical ulcer. 
 
 The natural character of the country alone – the climate, the civilization of 
 Europe, the lack of it in the islands, problems of supply – these things are 
 entirely opposed to each other in the two theaters. 
 
 In the Solomons, the terrain of the jungle made road nets as we know  them 
 here impossible.  There was a lack of roads and the rain and mud made the 
 few we had almost impassable.  In some instances our only 
 transportation in the islands was small boats. 
 
 We had enervating heat in the day and damp chill at night.  We’ve had rain 
 in France but nothing like the rain in the tropics. 
 
 Here we’ve been fighting in a civilized country in which we can and do 
 take advantage of the shelter of buildings.  There we had heat, rain, mud, 
 jungle, and nothing else… 
 
 On New Georgia we used cannon companies and antitank people as 
 carrying parties.  Food, ammunition, heavy weapons – everything  
 delivered to the line – went on the backs of  soldiers… 
 
 The Jap is a helluva lot tougher than the German but he’s not as smart.  
 Even the fanaticism of the SS troops we’ve hit is nothing to compare with 
 the Jap’s… 

   
 
  Explaining the overall picture in the PTO is complicated by the fact that the 

territory is so vast and consists of many places Americans have never heard of and 
would have difficulty locating on a map.  On top of that, there is often a complex 
interaction of naval and ground forces.   What follows is an attempt to organize 
things so the reader can put the contribution of Endicotts into the proper context. 
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Island Chains and Battles 
 
 Sometimes it’s hard to keep straight during the “island hopping” in the 
Pacific which battles go with which island chain, so here is a table of them:  
 
Islands     Battles 
 
 
Philippine Islands    Luzon:  
      Bataan. Jan 7 – April 9, 1942 
      Corregidor. May 5-6, 1942 
     Naval battle of Midway. Jun -7, 1942 
 
Solomon Islands     12 naval battles;  
     Guadalcanal. Aug. 7, 1942 – Feb. 9, 1943 
     New Guinea: 
      Bougainville 
      Naval battle of Coral Sea 
      Buna Gona 
      Naval battle of Bismarck Sea 
      New Britain. Dec. 15, 1943 -  Aug 21,  
      1945  
 
 
Gilbert Islands    Makin.  Nov. 13 – 23, 1943 
     Tarawa.  Nov. 20-23, 1943 
 
Marshall Islands   Kwajalein/Roi Namur.  Jan 31 – Feb. 3,   
    1944 
     Eniwetok. Feb. 17 – 23, 1944 
 
Mariana Islands    Saipan. Jun. 15 – Jul. 9, 1944 
     Naval battle of Philippine Sea. Jun19-20,   
    1944 
     Guam. Jul. 21 – Aug. 8, 1944 
     Tinian. Jul 24 – Aug. 1,  1944   
 
Palau Islands    Pelelieu. Sep. 15- Nov 27, 1944 
     Angaur. Sep 17-30, 1944 
 



 472 

Philippine Islands    Leyte 
     Naval battle of Leyte Gulf. Oct. 23-26,   
    1944 
     Naval battle of Surigao Strait 
     Naval battle off Samar 
     Naval battle of Cape Engano 
     Luzon 
 
Iwo Jima    Iwo Jima. Feb 19 – Mar 26, 1945 
 
Ryuku Islands   Okinawa. Apr. 1 – Jun. 22, 1945 

 
 
  Key American battles in the Pacific Theater included: 
 
 December 7, 1941 

 PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii.  The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor badly 
damaged many U.S. battleships, but some were later repaired and fought in the 
war.  Fortunately, all U.S. aircraft carriers were not at Pearl Harbor and later 
wreaked havoc on the Japanese.  Other early losses to the Japanese included Wake 
Island, Thailand, Singapore, Mindanao (one of the Philippine islands), Guam, and 
Luzon (main island of the Philippines.) 
 
 There may have been as many as 5 Endicotts involved in the Japanese 
attacks of December 7, 1941.   First, we have Ronald Burdette Endicott, who we 
know about for sure because he was killed at Pearl Harbor aboard the battleship 
West Virginia (which was one of the battleships resurrected and sent back into the 
war again later).  Then, we have William Norman Endicott, who served on the 
destroyer USS Schley.  The Schley was at Pearl Harbor on December 7 and muster 
rolls show Pearl Harbor was William’s duty station at the time of the Japanese 
attack and that he was present at Pearl both on September 30, 1941 and December 
20, 1941.  So he probably was there during the attack as well.  
 
 Then we have John Edward Endicott and William Vernon Endicott, both of 
whom were in Navy aircraft patrol squadrons stationed at Pearl Harbor   Muster 
rolls show John Edward at Pearl just before and just after the attack, so it is highly 
probable he was there during it.  A muster roll shows William there at the end of 
December so he could have been there on December 7, as well.  
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 And finally, there’s Joseph W. Endicott.   A muster roll shows him present at 
Midway Island as a civilian contractor aboard the seaplane tender USS Tangier 
being evacuated to Pearl Harbor on December 27, 1941 after the Japanese attack 
on Midway, also on December 7, 1941.  So, while he wasn’t at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, he was under Japanese shell fire that day. 
 
December 8, 1941 – April 8, 1942 
PHILIPPINES I.    This included losing Bataan to the Japanese (followed by the 
infamous Bataan death march for U.S. and Philippine POWs) as well as Manila, 
capital of the Philippines.  General McArthur was ordered to leave Corregidor 
before it fell and proceed to Australia via PT boat.  That boat was commanded by 
Medal of Honor winner John Bulkeley, later to become the commander of the USS 
Endicott (see below).  As he left Corregidor McArthur vowed “I shall return,” and 
Endicotts helped him do it (see below). 
 
Delilah Endicott, a civilian, was captured by the Japanese in Manila and spent the 
war in a Japanese POW camp there, being released after the war.  

 
May 2-8, 1942 
CORAL SEA.  The Japanese knew that General McArthur would probably try to 
capture New Guinea to use it as a base from which to recapture the Philippines 
(which is what eventually happened).  So they launched a naval attack to prevent 
it, which became the Battle of the Coral Sea, and which battle the Japanese lost.  It 
was the first fleet action in which aircraft carriers engaged each other and the first 
naval battle in history in which neither side's ships sighted or fired directly upon 
the other. 
 
June 4-7, 1942 
MIDWAY.  The next Japanese offensive was designed to capture the small atoll of 
Midway, where the US had a naval and air base.  The Japanese wanted it as a base 
to make further raids on Pearl Harbor and thus deny its use to the U.S. 
permanently.  Instead, Japan lost her best ships and her best pilots in this battle, 
losses she was never able to make up.  Lawrence Endicott was present at the Battle 
of Midway.  
 
1942-1945 
BURMA/ CHINA.  Originally, the British and Americans wanted to use China as 
a springboard for invading Japan, much as they used England for a springboard for 
invading France.  Thus, it was decided to wrest Burma away from the Japanese in 
order to gain access to China.  When this didn’t work as planned, largely because 
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Chinese allies were not as successful as hoped, the allies realized they needed to 
rely other strategies instead (see below).  However, it is also true that a large 
portion of the Japanese forces remained bogged down in China for the rest of the 
war.  After the Japanese captured Burma and it was necessary to re-supply U.S. 
and Chinese forces in China by flying over the Himalayan Mountains from bases 
in India, called “flying the Hump,” and  Edgar Wesscott Endicott was one of the 
Air Force pilots who did that.  
 
1942-1945  
NEW GUINEA.  General McArthur, together with Australian allies, led a two-
year campaign to capture New Guinea so he could use it as base to invade the 
Philippines.  The campaign was also part of a successful effort to isolate Rabaul, a  
massive Japanese stronghold on nearby New Britain island.  The strategy was to 
seal off Rabaul from the west by capturing New Guinea and seal it off from the 
east by capturing the Solomon Islands.  It worked and Rabaul was neutralized 
without having to be invaded.  William P. Endicott was part of the New Guinea 
campaign. 
 
Contained within the New Guinea campaign were many battles, such as Buna, 
Gona, Port Moresby, and Biak Island. 
 
August 7, 1942- February 9, 1943 
GUADALCANAL.  Guadalcanal is one of the Solomon Islands.  It was the first 
major U.S. offensive of the war in the PTO, the longest U.S. campaign of the 
Pacific war, and it was a victory for the U.S.  The U.S. wanted it to keep the 
Japanese from setting up an air base there from which they could attack Australia. 
John Endicott Lawrence served on Admiral Halsey’s staff at Guadalcanal. 
Connected with the Guadalcanal campaign are the naval battles of Savo Island, 
Eastern Solomons, Santa Cruz, and Guadalcanal, which taken together were a 
victory for the US. Jack Endicott Lawrence was a Navy liaison with Marine forces 
landing in Guadalcanal and Lawrence Endicott was in naval actions that were part 
of the Guadalcanal campaign and was taken to Guadalcanal after being wounded at 
sea.  
 
1942- 1945 
ISLAND HOPPING.  This was a strategy that called for many battles in the 
Solomon, Gilbert, Marshall, Caroline and Palau Islands that were all part of the 
effort to protect General McArthur’s right (northern) flank as he marched up 
through New Guinea.  These battles included: New Georgia (Solomons); Naval 
battle of Bismarck Sea; Cape Gloucester (off New Britain, the island that Rabaul 
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was on); Bougainville (Solomons); Makin (Gilberts); Tarawa (Gilberts); Kwajalein 
(Marshalls); Eniwetok (Marshalls), Truk (Carolines); and Peleliu (Palaus). 
 
June 19 - August 1, 1944 
MARIANAS.  The US wanted these islands to prevent Japanese planes from 
flying south to bases on the Caroline Islands and New Guinea.  Another objective 
was to use them as bases from which to attack Japan.  Key battles in this campaign 
included the naval battle of the Philippine Sea (which U.S. Navy pilots called "the 
great Marianas turkey shoot” because they shot down so many Japanese planes), 
that cleared the way for the other battles of Saipan, Tinian, and Guam, all U.S. 
victories.  James Endicott was with the Marines on Saipan and George William 
Endicott was with them on Guam.  
 
October 20, 1944 – March 3, 1945 
PHILIPPINES II.  This was McArthur’s triumphant return to the Philippines.  
Howard William Endicott, a medic, and William P. Endicott , an infantryman, 
helped him do it.  The naval battles of Leyte Gulf were a key part of this campaign 
John Endicott Lawrence was on Admiral Halsey’s staff, which participated in it.   
 
February 19 -  March 26, 1945 
IWO JIMA.  Iwo Jima was needed as a half way base for bombers going to and 
from Japan.  US Marines finally took it but it was the costliest action in terms of 
killed and wounded in Marine Corps history – about 40% of the Marines engaged.  
It was the first piece of land that was actually part of the Japanese homeland.  It 
was the only battle of the war in which Marine Corps casualties exceeded Japanese 
casualties (although just Japanese dead vastly exceeded U.S. dead).  William O. 
Endicott and George W. Endicott served at Iwo, with George being killed there. 
 
April 1 June 22, 1945 
OKINAWA.  This was the bloodiest operation of the Pacific War and the biggest 
sea-land-air battle in history.  In firepower, personnel and tonnage, it was even 
bigger than D-day in Normandy.  For Normandy, the Allies employed 150,000 
troops and 570,000 tons of supplies. For Okinawa, there were 183,000 troops and 
750,000 tons of supplies. 14,009 U.S. military personnel died Okinawa, the highest 
in a single WWII battle.  The U.S. Navy alone lost 4,900 sailors and airmen killed, 
its worst loss in a single battle ever, mostly due to kamikaze attacks. An estimated 
110,000 Japanese soldiers were killed along with 149,193 civilians, more civilians 
killed in any WWII battle, except Stalingrad.   Okinawa was a combined U.S. 
Army – U.S. Navy - U.S. Marine Corps victory.   The Army contributed 5 
divisions, the Marines 3, all supported by the U.S. Navy.   The U.S. victory on 
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Okinawa secured a base from which to invade the Japanese mainland.  Marine 
William O. Endicott and sailor James Endicott were at Okinawa, but stationed 
offshore on ships.   

 
August 6- 9, 1945 
ATOMIC BOMBS.  These were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and 
effectively ended the war.  Based on the large U.S.  (and Japanese) casualties on 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa, and the fact that the Japanese made public their intent to 
fight to the death of the whole nation if need be, the Allies estimated that U.S. and 
Japanese casualties for an Allied invasion of Japan would range into the millions.   
President Truman decided instead that the least costly way to end the war was to 
drop atomic bombs.  
 
US Submarines 

U.S. submarines contributed mightily to America’s winning the war against 
Japan, and Endicott Peabody, later Governor of Massachusetts, won the Silver Star 
serving aboard the submarine USS Tirante in an action in which the sub’s captain 
won the Congressional Medal of Honor, the Executive Officer the Navy Cross, and 
the crew won a Presidential Unit Citation.    

U.S. submarines were directly responsible for the severe shortage of raw 
materials and supplies that Japan so desperately needed.  Japan started the war with 
some 6 million tons of merchant shipping capacity and built another 3 million tons 
during the war.  By war's end, however, only 1.8 million tons, or 20% of it, 
remained and 1.65 million tons of that was in “home” waters, unable to reach the 
places where it was needed. 

Although they represented a mere 1.6% of all U.S. Navy forces engaged in 
the Pacific, U.S. submarine personnel accounted for 54% of the 10+ million tons of 
military and merchant shipping that Japan lost during the war.  

U.S. submarines sank 201 Japanese warships, including four large aircraft 
carriers, for a total of 577,626 tons and 1,113 Japanese merchant ships for a total of 
4,779,902 tons.  At the peak of their efficiency, U.S. submarines were sinking 
enemy merchant ships three times faster than Japan could build them.  In addition, 
U.S. submarines killed or incapacitated 69,000 Japanese merchant and naval 
seamen. 
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In addition to destroying enemy ships, the submarines supported 
innumerable special missions, such as hauling ammunition, transporting troops for 
pre-dawn attacks, rescuing refugees from behind enemy lines, and inserting secret 
agents and guerilla leaders.  U.S. submarines also plucked 504 American pilots and 
flight crewmembers from the sea after they had been shot down or otherwise 
forced to ditch in the water.   One such pilot was a future president of the United 
States, Lt .J.G. George H.W. Bush. 

 But it was dangerous business serving on U.S. submarines in World War II.    More 
than 3,500 U.S. Navy submariners perished out of 16,000 engaged, (22%)   and 
52 out of 319 submarines (16%,) failed to return to port. 
 

 Compared to U.S. submarines, Japanese submarines were remarkably 
ineffective although they were the biggest, fastest, most long-range submarines in 
the war and had the best torpedoes.  But they were mainly used against warships, 
which were fast, maneuverable, and well defended compared to merchant ships. 
They were by and large not used against merchant ships, sinking only 184 of them.  
By contrast, German submarines sank 2,840 merchant ships, the U.S. 1,079, and 
the British 493.  

 
 U.S. Merchant Marine 
 

 The United States Merchant Marine is the fleet of U.S. civilian-owned 
merchant vessels, operated by either the government or the private sector, that 
transports goods and services around the world.  In peace time, the Merchant 
Marine transports cargo and passengers.  In war time, it becomes an auxiliary of 
the U.S. the Navy, and is asked to deliver troops and supplies for the military. 
 
 The U.S. Merchant Marine was a critical contributor to victory in World 
War II, carrying the bulk of all material sent overseas, and many of the men.  For 
example, it has been estimated that 7-15 tons of supplies were necessary to support 
one soldier/marine for one year.  
 
 But in so doing, the Merchant Marine lost  733 cargo ships (3.1 million tons) 
as well as  8,651 of the 215,000 (4%) Merchant Mariners who served, the highest 
casualty rate of any U.S. service in WWII, including the Marine Corps (but 
submariners, part of the Navy, had the highest rate of all).  A loaded merchant ship 
was a prime target and as result merchant ships faced danger from submarines, 
mines, armed raiders and destroyers, aircraft, and kamikazes, not to mention the 
elements.  
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 At the outset of the war, all U.S. merchant ships were placed under control 
of the War Shipping Administration (WSA) and fitted with armament, armor, and 
countermeasure equipment.  The WSA assumed responsibility for the ships should 
they be damaged or sunk, and contracted with qualified shipping companies to 
operate them.  Cargo assignment and routing was provided by the U.S. Navy. 
 
 The merchant ships usually carried a Navy Armed Guard contingent of one 
officer and about twenty men to operate and maintain the guns, which initially 
consisted of 50 caliber guns, but were replaced by heavier weapons as the war 
went on. 
 
 The Liberty Ship was the most numerous ship design in Merchant Marine 
service, with over 2,700 built during World War II.   One of them was the SS 
William C. Endicott, which delivered U.S. troops to Normandy.  Gerald M. 
Endicott was a Merchant Mariner in WWII.  
 
Sources: 

1. http://www.usmm.org/ww2.html 
2. http://www.navweaps.com/index_tech/tech-083.htm 

 
 
U.S. Bombing Campaign 
 
 In WWII, the U.S. Air Force was part of the Army and was initially called 
the U.S. Army Air Corps.  The United States strategic bombing of Japan took place 
between 1942 and 1945.  The first U.S. raid on the Japanese main island was the 
Doolittle Raid of April 18, 1942 when 16  Mitchell bombers were launched from 
the USS Hornet to attack targets including Yokohama and Tokyo and then fly on 
to airfields in China.  The raids were really just military pin-pricks, but they also a 
significant propaganda victory.  In the last 7 months of the war, a change to 
firebombing tactics resulted in great destruction of 67 Japanese cities, caused about 
333,000 Japanese deaths and some 5 million more made homeless.  Emperor 
Hirohito's viewing of the destroyed areas of Tokyo in March 1945, is said to have 
been the beginning of his personal involvement in the peace process, culminating 
in Japan's surrender five months later. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SIDEBAR: What ‘s the right name for the US Air Force in WWII? 
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Some sources call it “US Army Air Forces.” Some call it  “US Army Air 
Corps.”  Some just call it “Air Force.”  So, which is it? 
 
 In a nutshell: all 3! On organization charts, US Army Air Forces is right; but 
most people serving in it called it US Army Air Corps; and colloquially, some just 
called Air Force.  
 
 Technically the name United States Army Air Corps (USAAC) was created 
by Congress in 1926 and could not be replaced except by Congress, and this didn’t 
happen until after WWII.  This was in 1947 when Congress took the Air Force 
away from the Army and established it as an entirely separate branch of service.  
 
 So the Congressionally-mandated term US Army Air Corps was technically 
in effect all through WWII.  So persons serving in the Air Force in WWII could 
technically say they were in the US Army Air Corps. 
 

The term Air Corps originally meant just air combat (fighters).  But 
internally, within the Air Corps, great debates arose to what the real mission of the 
Air Corps was, with some aviator generals saying it should remain air combat, but 
others, Army ground force generals, saying it should be support of ground troops 
(bombing, close air support). 

 
 It was really a power struggle over whether the Army should continue to 
control the Air Force or whether it should be its own separate service branch. 
 

To cope with this problem and with participation in WWII looming as a real 
possibility, in June, 1941, the War Department revised the Army regulations 
governing Army aviation and created the United States Army Air Forces 
(USAAF).   This was a major step away from Army control of the Air Force and 
towards creating a central command, like the Germans had with the Luftwaffe and 
the British had with the Royal Air Force.  This name was solidified by an FDR 
executive order referring to “Army Air Forces.” 
 
 Why the term “Air Forces,” plural, and not just  “Air Force?”  This referred 
to 11 numbered air forces (later raised to 16) and 6 support commands (later raised 
to 8).   So you had 1st Air Force, 2nd Air Force, 3rd Air Force, etc. 
 
 Thus, during the war, someone could say he served in the US Army Air 
Forces.   
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But most people didn’t. 
 
 That’s because most personnel of the Army Air Forces came from the Army 
Air Corps. In May 1945, for example, 88% of officers serving in the Army Air 
Forces were commissioned in the Army Air Corps, while 82% of enlisted members 
assigned to AAF units and bases had the Air Corps as their combat arm branch.  
 

So, while officially the air arm was the US Army Air Forces, the term Army 
Air Corps persisted colloquially among the public as well as among veteran 
airmen.  In addition, the singular Air Force often crept into popular and even 
official use.  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 The key development for the bombing of Japan was the B-29 Superfortress, 
which had an operational range of 1,500 miles.  Almost 90% of the bombs dropped 
on the Japanese home islands were delivered by B-29s.  The B-29s flew above 
20,000 feet where few Japanese fighters that were heavily armed enough to shoot 
down a bomber could reach them.   Japanese anti-aircraft guns could not reach 
them, either, because of the high altitude.   Consequently, the 20th U.S. Air Force 
estimates that only 414 B-29s lost were lost in the bombing of Japan.  (Others were 
lost elsewhere and still others were lost due to mechanical failure.)  Japanese 
suicide planes deliberately crashed into a few B-29s, destroying 9 of them and 
damaging 11 others.  Treatment of Allied airmen shot down over the Japanese 
homeland was brutal.  Of the approximately 545 of them, almost half were killed.  
132 were executed and 29 were killed by civilians.  Another 94 died from other 
causes while in Japanese custody, including 54 who were deliberately left in a 
prison in Tokyo during a bombing raid on the city.  

 
 The War in Europe 

 
  World War II started in Europe in 1939, about 2 and half years before the  

U.S. got into it.  Even though it was Japan who attacked us first, Nazi Germany 
was seen as the greatest threat and the Allies concentrated on defeating it first, 
which they did in May of 1945 (Japan didn’t surrender until August).  

 
  One of the first consequences of the war starting in Europe in 1939 was that 

the French detained the US freighter Endicott, and confiscated some of its cargo as 
contraband.  After holding the ship for 12 days, the French released her.  
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   Of all the Allies in Europe – the main ones being the Soviet Union, Britain,  

Canada, and the Free French (but there were many others) -- the Soviet Union bore 
by far the largest human cost of the war, losing an estimated 20 million dead when 
you combine military and civilian deaths, and untold tens of millions wounded.  
The Soviets lost more men killed in the Battle of Stalingrad (478,741) than the 
United States lost in all theaters of the war combined. (The US lost 416,000).  
Also, between 75-80% of all German military deaths occurred on the Eastern Front 
fighting the Soviets, with a far smaller proportion occurring at the hands of the 
Americans and the other Allies.  

 
  Of America’s other allies, it’s important to realize that Great Britain lost 
more people killed in the war than the United States did, if you include civilian 
deaths.   In fact, at least 2 British Endicotts were killed fighting for Britain in 
WWII,  plus 8 civilians.  While the Soviets engaged the Germans, Britain and the 
United States worked to create a “second front” in the ETO to relieve the strain on 
the Soviets.  This started with an Anglo-American invasion of North Africa, then 
moved to Sicily and up the Italian boot.  Leslie D. Endicott was in both of those 
campaigns. 

 
  Then, on June 6, 1944, came D-Day in Normandy, quickly followed by a 

lesser-known invasion of Southern France, both of which enabled the Allies to 
chase the Germans back into Germany.  There are Endicott stories about both of 
these campaigns.  First of all, concerning D-Day and the Normandy campaign that 
followed , there were 5 Endicott involvements.  First was the Liberty Ship SS 
William C. Endicott that delivered US troops and vehicles to Normandy.  Second 
is Leslie J. Endicott who was killed fighting through the hedgerows of Normandy 
after the initial invasion.  Third is Jesse J. Endicott who was killed in a non-combat 
related incident.  Fourth is Fred H. Endicott, who was taken prisoner and sent to a 
German POW camp.  And fifth is the Endicott Johnson shoe company that made 
all the footwear, including the combat boots, worn by all US troops in the war, in 
both theaters.  Concerning the invasion of southern France, we have the U.S.S. 
Endicott, a Navy destroyer, commanded by Congressional Medal of Honor winner, 
John Bulkeley, that  sank 2 German ships as part of the invasion. 

   
  After a “last gasp” attempt by the Germans in the winter of 1944-45 (Battle 

of the Bulge, where the US suffered 8,400 deaths) German resistance in the west 
disintegrated.  Meanwhile, the Soviets swept into Germany from the east and 
captured Berlin.  Germany surrendered unconditionally on May 8, 1945. 
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  Key American battles of the European Theater included: 
 

September 3, 1939- May 8, 1945 
NAVAL BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC.  This was the longest continuous 
battle of the war running from 1939 all the way to 1945.  It was essentially a 
“battle of the blockades,” the Allied blockade of Germany and the German 
blockade of Britain.  It was contested chiefly between merchant ships, usually in 
convoys, and German submarines.  The battle was at its height from mid-1940 to 
the end of 1943.  It ebbed and flowed until the Allies finally gained a decisive 
advantage in 1943 by using destroyers, destroyer escorts, air surveillance, new 
depth charges, and ULTRA intelligence that revealed the location of German 
submarine wolf packs.  

 
 November 8, 1942 – May 13, 1943 
 NORTH AFRICA.  In late 1942 and early 1943, the U.S. staged its first major 

offensive of the war, invading North Africa with the British.  Their enemies were 
 the French allies of the Nazis, who were quickly overcome and after that, switched 

to the Allied side.  The Allied effort in North Africa then culminated in the 
surrender of approximately 250,000 German (Afrikakorps) and Italian troops at the 
battle of Tunisia in May 13, 1943.  The Allied victory in North Africa prevented 
the Germans from occupying Egypt, taking control of the Suez Canal and Middle 
Eastern oil fields was in the campaign, as well as the Sicily campaign and the 
invasion of the Italian mainland that followed (see below).  

 
 July 10 – August 17, 1943 
 SICILY. This was a combined British-Canadian-American invasion of Sicily. The 

defending German and Italian forces were unable to prevent the Allied capture of 
the island, but succeeded in evacuating most of their troops to the mainland.  
Seeing the handwriting on the wall, on July 26, the Italian government deposed and 
imprisoned Italian dictator and Hitler ally Benito Mussolini and began secret 
surrender negations with the Allies. 

 
 September 3, 1943 – May 2, 1945 
 INVASION OF ITALIAN MAINLAND. On September 3, 1943, the allies 

stormed ashore on the Italian mainland at Salerno.  On September 8, the Italian 
government not only announced their surrender to the Allies but even switched 
sides and joined the Allied effort.   But the Germans succeeded in rescuing 
Mussolini and setting him up as the leader of a second, renegade Italy, the 
Repubblica Sociale Italia (RSI), which fought on the German side for the rest of 
the war.  On January 22, 1944 the battle of Anzio began and concluded with the 
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fall of Rome on June 5.   Italian partisans captured Mussolini, executed him and 
other RSI officials on April 28 and hanged them upside down in an Esso gas 
station in Naples the next day.  Leslie D. Endicott was present just after Italian 
partisans hanged Mussolini and his unit even helped cut Mussolini down.  After 
the demise of Mussolini, German and RSI troops continued to resist until 
surrendering on May 2, 1945. 

 
  It is estimated that between September 1943 and April 1945 some 60,000 

Allied and 50,000 German soldiers died in Italy.  Overall Allied casualties during 
the campaign totaled about 320,000 and the corresponding Axis figure (excluding 
those involved in the final surrender) was about 336,650.  No campaign in Western 
Europe cost more than the Italian campaign in terms of lives lost and wounds 
suffered by infantry forces. 

 
 June 6 – August 25,1944 
 NORMANDY, France.  This campaign was called Operation Overlord and 

consisted of 3 main parts.  It began with the D-Day invasion of June 6, 1944, called 
Operation Neptune.  Then came Operation Cobra  (July 25-31), the breakout from 
the Normandy beaches.  And finally came the Falaise Pocket (August 12-21) at 
which the Allies cornered the German forces close to the city of Falaise and badly 
damaged it.  

 
 The city of Rome had fallen 24 hours before D-Day, thus preoccupying the 

Germans, and the Soviets were about to begin Operation Bagration (June 22-
August 19,1944) that eventually cleared most of the western Soviet Union of 
German troops, thus meaning that Germany was unable to send massive 
reinforcements to Normandy.  Additionally, although Hitler’s defensive 
fortifications of Normandy, the Atlantic Wall, were impressive, they had not been 
completed.  And finally, the Allies were so successful in fooling the Germans 
(Operation Fortitude) into thinking that the invasion would occur in the Pas de 
Calais, considerably north and to the west of where it actually did occur, that the 
German general in charge, Erwin Rommel, had gone home to Germany on a visit 
and did not get back to Normandy until the evening of June 6. 

 
 Operation Neptune, the actual D-Day landings, consisted of 2 phases.  The first 

was an airborne assault of British, American, Canadian, and Free French troops 
shortly after midnight on June 5 to seal off the invasion area so the Germans could 
not send up reinforcements.    
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 The second phase was the landing of 165,115 Allied troops from 9 nations along 5 
beaches covering 50 miles.  From east to west the beaches were named: 

 
• Sword (British). 
• June (British and Canadian.  Next to Omaha Beach, the highest casualties 

were sustained here.) 
• Gold (British) 
• Omaha (American.  Highest casualties sustained here in scenes made famous 

by the Hollywood film “Saving Private Ryan,” starring Tom Hanks.)) 
• Utah (American.  Lightest casualties sustained here. ) 

 
 Less than half of the invaders were Americans (73,000 or 46.8%)  but more than 

half of the deaths (57% or 2,499) were American.  
  
 While the Germans were caught off guard on D-Day itself, they mounted fierce 

resistance in the “hedgerow campaign” that followed when the Allies attempted to 
move inland from the beaches and Leslie J. Endicott was killed in that campaign, 
on July 15, 1944. 

 
 Jesse J. Endicott died August 25, the day Operation Cobra started,  in a non-battle 

incident and is buried in a cemetery in Avranches, France.  
 
 Fred H. Endicott was taken prisoner by the Germans in France and sent to a 

German concentration camp, but he survived the war.    
 
 After the battle of the Falaise Pocket, the decisive engagement of  Operation 

Overlord in which the bulk of the German army in Normandy was destroyed, on 
September 11, 1944, the first U.S. troops crossed Germany’s western border, one 
month after Soviet troops had crossed the eastern border. 

 
 August 15, 1944 
 INVASION OF SOUTHERN FRANCE.  Although much smaller than the 

Normandy invasion – it was only 13-23% the size of  Normandy in terms of Allied 
forces engaged, Allied casualties and German casualties – it accomplished very 
important objectives.  The invasion was initiated by an amphibious assault by U.S. 
forces with a follow-up force made up primarily of the French First Army.  The 
landing caused the Germans to abandon southern France and to retreat under 
constant Allied attacks.   In addition southern France became the route through 
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which about 1/3rd of the supplies for the Allied forces in France flowed.   The 
Destroyer, USS Endicott, sank 3 German ships in this campaign.  

 
 December 18, 1944 – January 25, 1945 
 BATTLE OF THE BULGE.  This took place in the Ardennes, a densely-forested 

mountainous region encompassing parts of Belgium,  Luxembourg, France and 
Germany.  The Allies rallied to stop a major last-gasp German offensive through 
the area.  Casualties were American 89,500, and German 67,000 – 100,000.   It 
was the bloodiest single battle the U.S. was in during the entire war.  

 
US BOMBING CAMPAIGN 
 
 The U.S. participated with British allies in a massive bombing campaign of 
Germany, which German Arms Minister Albert Speer later admitted caused crucial 
production problems.  German Admiral Karl Dönitz, head of the U-Boat arm, 
noted in his memoirs that failure to get a revolutionary U-Boat into production was 
entirely the result of the bombing.  
 
 The Americans conducted their raids in daylight and their heavy bombers 
carried smaller payloads than British aircraft raiding at night, in part because of the 
Americans’ heavier defensive armament.  The sheer tonnage of bombs delivered 
by day and by night eventually forced Germany to divert resources to counter it.  
This was  the real significance of the Allied strategic bombing campaign—resource 
re-allocation.  Kenneth C. Endicott was with the maintenance crew for one of the 
American bomber units.   Thomas Alvan Endecott was a waist gunner on a B-24 
bomber that was shot down over Germany and he spent the rest of the war in a 
German POW camp. 
 
 At first U.S. bombing attacks with no fighter escort for the bombers were no 
match for German fighters, which inflicted a deadly toll.  But with the advent of 
the long-range P-51 Mustang fighter, which could fly from England to Berlin and 
back, German losses were so heavy, German planners were forced to hastily 
disperse their industry and their day fighter arm never fully recovered.  Jigger 
Endicott was a fighter pilot instructor back home in the U.S.  
 
 The twin campaigns—the USAAF by day, the RAF by night—built up into 
a massive bombing of German industrial areas, notably the Ruhr, followed by 
attacks directly on cities such as Hamburg, Kassel, Pforzheim, Mainz and the 
often-criticized bombing of Dresden. 
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  Between 400,000-600,000 Germans were killed as a result of the Allied 
bombing and 160,000 American and British airmen were killed.  
 

 
 ENDICOTTS IN WORLD WAR II 

 
ALBERT B. ENDICOTT (1924 - ?) 
 He resided in Payne County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas in 1945.  His serial number was 37761365. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

ALBERT V. ENDICOTT (1919 - ? ) 
 He resided in Essex County, Massachusetts and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Devens  in 1944.  His serial number was 31459086. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
ALFRED L. ENDICOTT (1927 - ?) 
 He resided in St. Louis, Missouri and reenlisted in the Army at Fort Riley, 
Kansas in 1945.  He had had previous military experience.  His serial number was 
37690378. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
ALLEN B. ENDICOTT (1911 - ?) 
 He resided in Atlantic County, New Jersey and enlisted in the Army in 
Atlantic City in 1940.  His serial number was 20236324.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
ALLEN C. ENDICOTT (June 23, 1907 – November 15, 1987) 
 He resided in Los Angeles and enlisted in the Army there in 1942.  His serial 
number was 39530311 and he reached the rank of Staff Sergeant.   He is buried in 
the Riverside National Cemetery, in Riverside, California.  
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 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://files.usgwarchives.net/ca/riverside/cemeteries/riversidenational-

e4.txt 
*** 

 
ALLEN C. ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted in the  Marine Corps on March 18, 1940 and was attached  
to Company D, 13th Battalion, of the Marine Reserve in Inglewood, California.  
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
 

*** 
 

ALLEN D. ENDICOTT (1922 - ?) 
 He resided in San Joaquin County, California and enlisted in the Army in 
Sacramento in 1942.  His serial number was 39404148.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
ALVA R. ENDICOTT (1912 - ?) 
 He resided in Creek County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma in 1942.  His serial number was 38130196. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

 
ALVIN R. ENDICOTT (1922 - ?) 
 He resided in Posey County, Indiana and enlisted in the Army in Evansville 
in 1942.  His serial number was 35720453. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
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ALVIN W. ENDICOTT (1924 -?) 
 He resided in Atlantic County, New Jersey and enlisted in the Army in 
Camden in 1943.  His serial number was 32951789. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
ARTHUR H. ENDICOTT (1920 - ?) 
 He resided in Jaspeer County, Missouri and enlisted in the Army at Jefferson 
Barracks in 1942.  His serial number was 37368153. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
ARTHUR R. ENDICOTT (1925-?) 
 He resided in  Tazewell County, Illinois  and reenlisted in Chicago in 1946.  
He had been Regular Army before that . His serial number was 16241179 . 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

BENJAMIN E. ENDICOTT (1906 -?) 
 Although he was from Virginia, he  enlisted in the Army in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania in 1942.  His serial number was 13171118.  His enlistment document 
says he had 4 years of college, was married, and his civilian occupation was 
express messenger and railway mail clerk.  It also says he was 68 inches tall and 
weighed 163 pounds.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. Ancestry. Com WWII Army Enlistment Records 

*** 
 

BERWYN OLIVER ENDICOTT April 11, 1926 – March 1, 2010) 
 He was a Tech Sergeant in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Northern 
Wisconsin Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/index 
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*** 

BETTY J. ENDICOTT (May 19, 1924 – February 20, 2010) 
 She was a WAVE (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service) in 
the U.S. Navy and served as a Pharmacist’s Mate 3rd Class.  She is buried in the 
Eagle  Point National Cemetery in Eagle Point, Oregon. 
 
 WAVES could not serve aboard combat ships or aircraft, and initially were 
restricted to duty in the continental United States.  Late in the war, WAVES were 
authorized to serve in certain overseas U.S. possessions, and a number were sent to 
Hawaii.  At the end of the war, there were well over 8,000 female officers and 
some ten times that many enlisted WAVES, about 2.5% percent of the Navy's total 
strength.  In some places WAVES constituted a majority of the uniformed Naval 
personnel.  Many remained in uniform to help get the Navy into, and through, the 
post-war era. 
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
2. http://www.womenofwwii.com/navywaves.html 

 
*** 

 
BILL ENDICOTT (1920 -?) 
 He resided in Shasta County, California and enlisted in the Army in 
Sacramento in 1942.  His serial number was 39392756.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
   
BOB W. ENDICOTT 
 He hailed from Madison, in Jefferson County, Indiana, and was a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the U.S. Army, serving from August 1, 1942 to March 18, 1946 in 
Europe.   In 1962, his name appeared in a court document describing his testimony 
in the murder trial of an Air Force member accused of killing his wife and 
mentions that Bob had been the Director of Security and Law Enforcement in the 
Air University at Maxwell Field, in Montgomery Alabama, since 1959. 
 
 Sources: 
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1. http://www.mjcpl.org/historyrescue/records/wwii-        
servicemen-from-jefferson-county-d-g 

2. http://ftp.resource.org/courts.gov/c/F2/356/356.F2d.92.21924_1.ht
ml 

 
*** 

BRADFORD M. ENDICOTT (1926 - ?) 
 He reenlisted in the Army at Fort Devens, Massachusetts in 1945.  He had 
had prior military experience. His serial number was 11142423. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

BUD G. ENDICOTT (1922- ?) 
 He resided in Creek County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army at Fort Sill 
in 1944.  His serial number was 38692541. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
BURL ENDICOTT (1917-?) 
 He resided in Buchanan County, Virginia and enlisted in the Army in  
Roanoke in 1941. His serial number was 33046757 . 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
CALLAN E. ENDICOTT (1906 -?) 
 He resided in Los Angeles, California and enlisted in the Army there in 
1942.  His serial number was 19175583. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

CARL W. ENDICOTT 
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 He resided in Mason County, Illinois and enlisted in the Army in 1940.  His 
serial number was 06918295. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
CARRY W. ENDICOTT (1921 -?) 
 He resided in Hamilton County, Indiana and enlisted in the Army in 
Indianapolis in 1943.  His serial number was 35141235. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

 
CECIL W. ENDICOTT (1898 - ?) 
 He resided in Cabell County, West Virginia and enlisted in Phoenix, Arizona 
in 1945 from the National Guard.  His serial number was 0100716. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 
 

*** 
CHARLES E. ENDICOTT (May 11, 1921 – August 2, 1966) 
 His name appears in an obituary that says he served in both WWII and 
Korea.  He was born in Pawnee, Oklahoma and later lived in Memphis, Tennessee 
and other places before settling in Forrest City, Arkansas where he died.  He was a 
watchmaker. 
  
 Sources: 
  1. http://files.usgwarchives.net/ar/stfrancis/obits/1839-1970/endicott- 
 charles-e.txt 
  

*** 
CHARLES E. ENDICOTT (May 13, 1928 -August 10, 2003) 
 He resided in Wayne County, Michigan and reenlisted in the Army in 
Detroit.  He ended his WWII service as a Sergeant and his serial number was 
16165809. 
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 Sources: 
1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

CHARLES LEO ENDICOTT ( August 15, 1925 -- June 3, 1995) 
 He resided Crossville, Illinois and served four years in WWII (as did his 
brother, Leslie David Endicott -- see below).  
 
 Sources: 
  1.  

*** 
 
CHARLES O. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He resided in Atlantic County, New Jersey and enlisted in the Army in 
Camden in 1943.  His serial number was 32957914. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

CHARLES R. ENDICOTT (1919 - ?) 
 He resided in King County, Washington and enlisted in the Army in Fort 
Lewis  in 1940.  His serial number was 19016442 . 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

CLIFFORD S. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He resided in Ozark County, Missouri and enlisted in the Army in West 
Plains  in 1940.  His serial number was 20729989.  He had been in the National 
Guard before that. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
CLYDE ENDICOTT (February 14, 1918 – April 13, 1999) 
 He resided in Martin County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army in 
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Huntington, West Virginia in 1942.  His serial number was 35436162 and he was a 
T4, meaning a Sergeant.  The "T" indicates a technical rank which meant the 
soldier's promotion was based on his training and the rank did not carry any 
leadership responsibilities. This rank was discontinued after WWII and the 
"Specialists" rank was introduced. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

DAVID ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He resided in Shasta County, California and enlisted in the Army in 
Sacramento in 1942.  His serial number was 39390127.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

DAVID E. ENDICOTT (June 28, 1927 – May 6, 2008) 
 He was a Sergeant in the U.S. Air Force.  He is buried at the Phips Memorial 
Cemetery in Clintwood, Virginia. 

 
*** 

DELBERT ENDICOTT (1917 - ?) 
 He resided in Martin County and enlisted in the Army in Huntington, West 
Virginia in 1942.  His serial number was 35641588. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

DELILAH B. ENDICOTT (January 18, 1911 – July 1979) 
 In 1987, a move called “Empire of the Sun” came out concerning the coming of age of a 
young boy living with many other civilians as prisoners in a WWII Japanese internment camp.  
Well, it turns out that an Endicott woman, Delilah Endicott, lived through something quite 
similar.  A friend of Delilah’s, Emily Van Sickle (1911- 2005), who lived through the experience 
with her, chronicled it in a 1992 book called “Iron Gates of Santo Tomas” which mentions 
Delilah several times. 
 

Overview 
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 After the Japanese captured Manila on January 2, 1942, they used the main campus of 
Santo Tomas University to hold some civilian prisoners, and used classrooms for sleeping 
quarters from January 4, 1942 - February 3, 1945.  But many others had to live in separate 
shacks that were built later by those with enough money to construct them.  Internees could only 
use them in the daytime, though.   Also, two sides had to be open to prevent intimacy. 
 
 In total there were 4,852 prisoners: 3,792 Americans, 733 British, 200 Australians, 61 
Canadians, 51 Dutch, 8 French, 1 Swiss, 2 Egyptians, 2 Spanish, 1 German, 1 Slovak.  Santo 
Tomas University served as an internment camp for 37 months, and 466 died in captivity. Many 
internees, like missionaries, came in later.  Three internees attempted to escape on February 15, 
1942 and were shot.  One successfully escaped in January 1945.  
 
 In the final year of imprisonment food rations dropped below 700 calories a day.  Weight 
loss was severe.  Most males lost nearly 60 pounds, some over 100 pounds.  Women fared only 
slightly better.  Deaths from malnutrition-related diseases and from actual starvation were 
occurring almost every day in the final months before liberation of the camp. 
 
 On February 3, the university was liberated by the U.S. Army’s 1st Cavalry Division (8th 
Regiment, 1st Brigade).  They were backed by five tanks from the 44th Tank Battalion and were 
assisted by Filipino guerrillas. 
 
 The tanks entered through the gate at Calle Espana after a brief skirmish and freed most 
the internees as soon as the troops entered the campus.  But the Japanese, commanded by Lt. 
Col. Toshio Hayashi, gathered the remaining internees, men and teenaged boys inhabiting the 
second and third floors of the Education building together in the Education Building as hostages, 
and exchanged shots with the Americans.  
 
 On February 4th, the Japanese negotiated with the Americans to allow them to rejoin 
Japanese troops to the south of the city.  The Americans allowed this to save the hostages, 
allowing the Japanese to carry only their rifles, pistols and swords.  
  
 On the morning of February 5, 47 Japanese were escorted out of the university to the spot 
they requested.  Each group saluted the other and departed.   
 

The Japanese were unaware that the area they requested was near the American-occupied 
Malacanang, and soon afterwards the Japanese were fired upon and several killed including 
Hayashi.   Later in the afternoon, some of the same Japanese were returned to Santo Tomas, now 
as prisoners of war themselves.  
 

Delilah’s story 
 
 Delilah Endicott was born in Myrtle Point, Oregon.  She was the daughter of Solomon C. 
Endicott (1883-1947) and Audrey Bridges (1889–1947) of Eugene, Oregon and had a sister 
named Dorothy Belle Endicott who married into the very wealthy Spreckels family.  Delilah’s 
father was a dentist in Eugene for 26 years.  
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 Her grandfather, Solomon Samuel Endicott (1848 -1933) was born in Indiana and served 
with Company F of the Missouri Volunteers during the Civil War (see his entry in Civil War 
section).  He was a Coos County pioneer and owned several ranches in Coos County. His wife, 
Delilah’s grandmother, was also named Delilah (as was Delilah’s sister’s daughter, Delilah’s 
niece).  
 
 Here is Delilah’s descent from Governor John Endecott: 
 

*   Governor John 
• Zerbubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas  
• Moses 
• James 
• Jacob 
• Solomon Samuel  
• Solomon C.  
• Delilah 

 
 

Delilah graduated in the class of 1932 from the University of Oregon, in Eugene, Oregon, 
where she majored in history and English.  Ancestry.com records show her as residing in Eugene 
at 531 East Broadway in 1930 and 1931.      

 
Then, the August 31, 1932 issue of The Eugene Guard, a Eugene, Oregon newspaper, 

reported that she would be the assistant teacher at the Thurston High School, teaching history 
and English.  

 
She must have done pretty well at that because on September 15, 1935, The Guard said 

that she had been named principle of the school.  
 
But the next year we have a story in The Guard for August 1936 saying that she had 

resigned from the Thurston school and was doing a “tour of the Orient”–– Hawaii, Japan, and 
China––before taking a teaching job at the University of the Philippines. 

 
The May 15, 1937 Capital Journal of Salem, Oregon stated that Delilah had traveled 

from Manila to London, England on April 4 “to attend coronation events” of King George VI 
that were in May of that year, and then was planning to tour England, Germany, Switzerland, 
Italy, France before returning to India and from there going back to the Philippines.  The story 
said that she was now a professor of English at the University of the Philippines, but was taking 
a year’s leave of absence.  
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The January 27, 1938 issue of The World, the Coos Bay newspaper, reported that she was 
teaching in the Philippines and had received “the first Christmas tree ever shipped aboard a 
China clipper” sent by her sister from Oregon.  
 

Then on April 12, 1939, records show her traveling again, to visit her parents in Eugene.  
U.S. Immigration documents show she left Kobe on March 29 aboard M.S. Maru, arrived at 
Yokohama, and departed Yokohama on April 1, arriving in Vancouver, British Columbia on 
April 12.   
 
 After that she must have gone back to the Philippines because there is a Guard story of 
April 22, 1939, describing Delilah’s teaching duties as teaching English to students from various 
countries.  Among her students, it says, was a daughter of the king of Siam.  Only in the English 
department at the school were there any American teachers: the wives of three Army officers, 
two American women who married Filipinos, and one other American woman besides Delilah, 
seven in all. 
 
 The Guard story says the school was considered to be the best of its kind in the Orient, 
being quite similar to an American college.  
 

Interned 
 

Just a few days after Pearl Harbor, on January 3, 1942, Delilah was interned at the Santo 
Tomas prison camp in Manila, Philippines for the rest of the war.   
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 Delilah’s University of Oregon Alumni magazine of November 7, 1942 is the first report 
we have about her capture:  
 

Miss Delilah B. Endicott ’32 is now in a Japanese concentration camp in Manila.  This is 
the first news of Miss Endicott, who was an English instructor in the University of the 
Philippines for several years prior to the Japanese invasion.  The good news was sent by 
Mrs. Elizalde, wife of the representative of the Philippine commonwealth’s government 
in Washington, who was a former acquaintance of Miss Endicott.  She stated that friends 
of hers who had just arrived on the Gripsholm had seen Miss Endicott in the 
concentration camp and reported her to be in good health. 

 
Word of capture comes from Red Cross 

 
 The March 9, 1943 edition of The Guard reported that Delilah’s parents had just received 
word from her.  An airmail letter from Washington, D.C. was received by the Red Cross it said, 
“containing the following March 3 cable message sent via the Japanese Red Cross:  
 
 ‘Safe–well–– anxious about your welfare. Reply.  Love Delilah” ‘ 
 
 But Delilah obviously did not stay in good health because there is an online statement by 
someone who knew her saying: “She barely survived.  She scratched out a small patch and made 
a vegetable garden.  She was so malnourished that she lost all of her teeth.”  
 

On February 20, 1944, there was a Guard story about a Ray Cronin, a former Associated 
Press manger, who had been held temporarily by the Japanese in Manila before being let go. He 
had actually seen Delilah in the Santo Tomas internment camp and said that she was teaching in 
the camp’s school, and teaching students of all ages, from kindergarten to college and that he 
himself had taken a journalism course there.  
 
 

Delilah was freed on February 3, 1945, three years, one month to the day after she was 
captured and on May 2, 1945 she arrived in San Pedro, California from Manila aboard the S.S. 
John Lykes, a C-1 class cargo ship.   
 

Eugene Guard account of her imprisonment 
 
 On May 13, 1945 The Eugene Guard published a long story about what life had been like 
for Delilah in the Japanese camp.  It said the following:  

 
How they were housed 
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 They were housed in shanties, which were 8 x 10 ½ feet, built to house 4 persons.  They 
had no furniture except what the prisoners could make.  But finding something to make fires for 
cooking was a problem, so the prisoners ended up burning the wood from the shanties.  “By the 
time the American troops arrived, I had started on the walls of the shanty where I lived,” Delilah 
said.  
 

Waking to music 
 
 Each morning the prisoners were aroused at 6 am by music played by one of the 
internees.  Through this music the other internees were able to pick up clues about the approach 
of the Americans and other happenings. 
 
 For example, “I’m Watching the Waterfront” was played just after the American forces 
had landed at Leyte on October 20, 1944.  “Pennies from Heaven” sounded after the Americans 
had bombed Japan itself.  “Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf” played the day after a big cut in 
the supply of rice to the camp. “The Wicked Wolf is Dead” came following the execution as a 
war criminal of Japanese general Homma, who had perpetrated the Bataan Death March.   
 

Daily schedule 
 
 Delilah’s daily routine consisted of working in her tiny garden, peeling vegetables, 
working in the isolation hospital, teaching classes, giving lectures, and other things. 
 

Food a constant problem 
 
 Calories averaged about 610 daily and went even lower toward the end of imprisonment.  
By the end when the American troops arrived, the rice ration had been cut to 60 grams a day–– 
for two people.  That was about one inch of raw rice in a glass for three meals a day for two 
people.  
 
 “The greatest hardship,” Delilah said, “came with the Japanese cutting out all sugar and 
limiting salt and of course we had no fresh fruits.” 
 

The prisoners supplemented this with a few vegetables they could grow around the 
shanties they lived in.  These gardens were 5 by 7 feet and were cultivated with whatever came 
in handy, such as Delilah’s spoon–– the same one she ate all her food with. 
 
 Another source of food was stealing bits of the feed put out for Japanese horses, a 
mixture of coconut meal, corn meal, and some rice, all mixed up in a wet mash. Yet another 
source was rotten food thrown out by the Japanese that was cooked to make it safe to eat. 
 
 Delilah said she would never forget the cries from the hungry children. 
 

Deaths mounted 
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 During the last eight months in the camp, the death rate at Santo Tomas mounted with at 
least 10 people dying a day from starvation and 95% of the prisoners had beriberi. Lice and 
bedbugs were a big problem, too.  Delilah said the first bath she had since January of 1942 was 
in 1945.  
 

Clothing scarce 
 
 As dresses wore out, the women made the pieces into shorts, and they made pieces of 
worn out sheets into shorts.  They also ripped up knitted garments, making socks and underwear 
out of them. 
 
 “There were some very weird outfits I can assure you,” Delilah explained, “and shoes 
practically disappeared.  Most of the internees went barefoot all of the time.  
 

Strictly guarded 
 
 The Japanese had machine guns trained on the internees to use in the case of an uprising 
or other infractions. And they had placed dynamite in strategic places to ignite if need be. 
 

Filipinos extremely supportive 
 
 Delilah described the Filipino internees this way: “The Filipinos knew the Americans 
would be back.  They never lost faith for a minute.  They would tell us the Americans would be 
back next week.  When the next came, they would cheer us on and say the Yanks would be there 
next week. The people risked their lives at times to do everything they could for us.”   
 
 She told of a Filipino mother of nine sons, eight of whom were killed and the ninth who 
lost both legs in a Japanese prison camp.  “The mother told me: ‘If I had 24 sons I would give 
them all to help America.’ " 
 

Being freed 
 

Delilah was freed from Santo Tomas on February 6, 1945.  The February 25 edition of 
The Guard reported that “lots of water and tons of food as only my dear mother can cook it!” 
were what Delilah asked for when she wrote her parents after having been freed.  Of the US 
soldiers who freed her she said: “I never thought a uniform could look so good as that worn by 
the first soldier that I saw.” 

 
She added:  
 
The Army food will have me fat and healthy when you see me…The Army is lending us 
clothing to wear and I can’t tell you the joy of being free again!  We are still under fire, 
but have a good air-raid shelter.  Soon I shall be telling you all about it myself. 

 
Home after the war 
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 When she first got back to the United States, it was doctor’s orders that she not have a lot 
of company for a while in order to give her time to get over the shock and strain of her ordeal. 
Just before American troops freed her, she was down to 75 pounds, having lost 63 pounds.  Once 
back home, by May 13, she was up to 110 pounds.    
 
 Not surprisingly, she concentrated on blocking out the horrors and privations she had 
seen, and tried to remember only the spirit that had kept her and the other internees alive.  
 

Got married 
 
 An October edition of The Guard says that Delilah got married to George Kallman (1883 
– 1968) in Montevideo, Uruguay when she flew there in October, 1945.  The two had met in the 
Santo Tomas concentration camp.  George, who resided in South America, had gone to Manila 
as a foreign representative of RKO Radio Pictures.  After he was freed, he returned to New York 
but was then assigned to Buenos Aires to be RKO’s manager there.  
 

Then in November, Delilah wrote her parents that she was enjoying being in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina (126 miles as the crow flies across the La Plata river from Montevideo) and that 
they were little affected so far by the revolution there! (This must mean when Juan Peron was 
temporarily ousted from power in a military coup but was reinstated by a workers’ revolt and he 
then married Evita “Don’t cry for me, Argentina” Duarte.)  
 
  Born in New York, George was a veteran of WWI and a motion picture distributor for 50 
years before his retirement.  His obituary says he came to California from Peru where he and 
Delilah had been living, nine years before his death, or in 1958. They had no children. 
 

Father shoots himself 
 
 The January 15, 1947 edition of The Guard reported some really awful news: Delilah’s 
father, Dr. Solomon C. Endicott, 63, had shot himself because of despair over his wife’s death 
just days earlier.  The account says Delilah was living in Buenos Aires then.  A May 22 edition 
of Guard reported that the estate of Dr. Endicott consisted of $48,994.30 in cash and bonds, 
which would be about $571,763 in 2020, plus “sports equipment” that he willed to his daughters. 
 

Returns to Oregon 
 
 On January 5, 1954, there was a Coos Bay World newspaper account of Delilah returning 
to Eugene in Coos Bay to visit her sister and other friends and relatives.  The story says she was 
then residing in Panama and it was the first time in about 20 years that she had been in the area. 
 

Puerto Rico 
 
            The June 16, 1957 issue of The Guard reported that Delilah’s sister along with two 
daughters, one also named Delilah, had been staying with Delilah and her husband in Lima, Peru 
for almost two years studying Spanish, but were now returning home. The account says Delilah 
and George had recently moved to Puerto Rico. 
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Another trip to Eugene 

 
 A December 14, 1958 account in The Guard says that Delilah and George visited Eugene 
because George had now retired and the couple was going to be living in Vista, California 
permanently. 
 
 
 

Sources: 
1. http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/1033405/person/1839981486/story/8220358e-

fd87-4eb5-aad0-9ecb2d6f0cdc?vid=52da4925-f150-4fae-aaa7-
3e92be0e5c05&pg=49&pgpl=pid%7cvid 

2. http://www.amazon.com/Japanese-Interment-Concentration-American-
Prisoners/dp/B000SE8MSK 

3. http://www.google.com/#hl=en&output=search&sclient=psy-
ab&q=DELILAH+B.+ENDICOTT&oq=DELILAH+B.+ENDICOTT&gs_l=h
p.12...4811.4811.0.6575.1.1.0.0.0.0.97.97.1.1.0...0.0...1c.xUozQsAjojY&pbx
=1&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.r_qf.,cf.osb&fp=5292e8d14ebb0aa1&biw=1024&
bih=605 

4. http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?gl=ROOT_CATEGORY&rank=1&new=1&so=3&MSAV=0&ms
T=1&gss=ms_f-2_s&gsfn=Delilah+Delina+B+&gsln=endicott&uidh=emv 

5. http://www.pacificwrecks.com/provinces/philippines_santo_thomas.html 
6. http://www.cnac.org/emilscott/santotomas01.htm 
7. Several dozen newspaper clippings from three Oregon newspapers, The 

Eugene Guard, The Capital Journal of Salem, Oregon, and the Coos 
Bay World sent to me by Cindy Endicott Levingston which she obtained 
through her newspaper subscription service called www.newspapers.com.  

 
*** 

 
DENZIL E. ENDICOTT (1922 - ?) 
 He resided in McCurtin County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army in 
Oklahoma City in 1942.  His serial number was 38276122. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
DEWITT ENDICOTT (1905 - ?) 
 He resided in New York City and reenlisted at Fort Dix, New Jersey in 
1941.  He had had previous National Guard experience.  His serial number was 
20234022. 
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 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

DONALD ENDICOTT ( November 13, 1922 - March 6, 1997) 
He was from Hamilton County, Illinois, and the son of Kelley L. and Grace 

Endicott.  He was in the U.S. Army during the war.  Subsequently he was the 
owner/operator of Endicott Grocery in Dale. 
  
 Sources: 

1. http://www.obitcentral.com/obitsearch/obits/il/il-hamilton6.htm 
 

 
*** 

DONALD A. ENDICOTT (March, 26, 1914 – October 30, 1997) 
 He resided in Vigo County, Indiana and enlisted in the Army in Indianapolis 
in 1942.  His serial number was 35356647. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

DONALD C. ENDICOTT (1921 - ?) 
 He resided in Lake County, Oregon  and reenlisted in the Army in 1946.  He 
had previous military service before that.   His serial number was 30123796. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
DONALD CLYDE ENDICOTT (1922 - ?) 
  
 He served aboard the battleship USS North Carolina, the most decorated 
U.S. battleship in the war, having fought in most of the important battles of the 
war.   He enlisted on May 21, 1943 at St. Louis, Missouri.  His serial number was 
872 83 52 and he was a Fireman 3rd Class (F3c).   The fireman’s job involved 
various chores relating to running and maintaining the ships engines as well as 
general damage control and fighting shipboard fires.  
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 Although he may have been present at other times on the North Carolina, we 
have muster rolls show him definitely present on these dates: 
 

• September 30, 1943 
• December 21, 1943 
• January 18, 1944 
• February 12, 1944 
• March 31, 1944 
• July 17, 1944 

    
 These dates coincide with the following actions of the North Carolina: 
 
 * Gunfire support for the Marine assaults on Makin and Tarawa (both on 
November 20-23, 1943) 
 
 * Gun fire support for Marine assault on Kwajalein (January 31- February 3, 
1944). 
 
 *  Truk (February 16-17, 1944).   In this action North Carolina participated 
in sinking or disabling 39 large Japanese ships, destroying 211 Japanese planes and 
severely damaged another 104. 
 
 *  Gunfire support for the Marine landing on Saipan (June 15  -- July 9, 
1944).  In this action she supported James Endicott, one of the Marines who made 
the landing on Saipan.  During the assault on Saipan, North Carolina not only gave 
her usual protection to the carriers, but was key in bombarding the west coast of 
Saipan, covering minesweeping operations, and blasting the harbor at Tanapag, 
sinking several small craft and destroying enemy ammunition, fuel, and supply 
dumps.  At dusk on the first day of the invasion, June, 15, the North Carolina 
downed one of the only two Japanese planes able to get past U.S. planes.  
  
 *  Battle of the Philippine Sea ((June 19–20, 1944).  This was a decisive 
naval battle of the war, which effectively eliminated the Japanese Navy's ability to 
conduct large-scale carrier actions.  During the battle, North Carolina participated 
in sinking three Japanese carriers, damaging two tankers so badly that they were 
scuttled, and destroying all but 36 of the 430 planes with which the Japanese had 
begun the battle. The loss of trained aviators was irreparable, as was the loss of 
skilled aviation maintenance men on the carriers.  Not one American ship was lost, 
and only a handful of American planes failed to return to their carriers.  American 
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aircraft succeeded in downing most of the Japanese planes before they reached the 
American ships, but North Carolina shot down two of the few that got through.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
2. http://www.skyways.org/genweb/mhgs/2001obits2.htm 
3. http://www.ussharwood-dd861.info/usshrsta.htm 
4. http://www.battleshipnc.com/AbouttheShip/CrewRoster.aspx 
5. http://www.battleshipnc.com/ 
6. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_North_Carolina_(BB-55) 

 
*** 

DONALD D. ENDICOTT (December 22, 1920 – May 7, 1999) 
 He resided in San Diego California and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
MacArthur, in San Pedro in 1944.  He was a Tec 5 Sergeant and his serial number 
was 39586589. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

DONALD L. ENDICOTT (1926 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1943.  His serial number 
was 35973441 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

DONALD R.  ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted in the Marine Corps on February 9, 1942 and by April was 
undergoing basic training at Parris Island, South Carolina.  By July of that year, as 
a Private, he was with the First Separate Tank Company, in New River, North 
Carolina.  By October, 1942 he was with the same unit, part of the 22nd Marine 
Regiment and “in the field.”  
 
 In July, 1943, now a Corporal, Don was with Company C, Third Tank 
Battalion, Third Marine Division and again “in the field.”  He was still in the field 
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in April, 1944.  In October, however, he was transferred to Company I, Marine 
Barracks, Klamath Falls, Oregon. 
 
 Between July, 1943 and October, 1944 the 3rd Tank Battalion fought on  
Bougainville and Guam.  
 
 In April, 1945, Donald was back in the United States,  with Aircraft 
Engineering Squadron 12, Marine Air Station, Quantico, Virginia.  In October 
1951, muster rolls show him as a Private First Class serving at the Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot in San Diego, California.  In January, 1952, he was in the Enlisted 
Volunteer Reserve in Chicago, Illinois.  But by April of that year he was in Kyoto, 
Japan.  
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
 

*** 
 
DONALD STANTON ENDICOTT (January 28, 1926 - April 2, 1972) 
 He enlisted in the Army on March 17, 1944, reenlisted on November 8, 
1945,  and was released on February 13, 1947.  His serial number was 338204181.  
He went by the name Stan. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Personal correspondence with Barbara Endicott Adams. 9-11-18. 
 

*** 
DONALD W. ENDICOTT 1917- ?) 
 He resided in Thurston County, Washington and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Lewis in 1941.  He had been in the National Guard before that. His serial number 
was 20948909. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

EARL HENRY ENDICOTT (1908 - ?) 
 He resided in Carroll County and enlisted in the Army at Forth 
Leavenworth, Kansas in1944.  His serial number was 37751648. 
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 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

EARL P. ENDICOTT (1915 - ?) 
 He resided in Cleveland County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army in 
Oklahoma City in 1945.  His serial number was 38782021.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

EDGAR WESCOTT ENDICOTT (October 6, 1916 – April 14,  1955) 
 Edgar was a pilot and a Captain in the U.S. Air Force and flew ‘The Hump” 
in WWII.  He was born in Portland, Oregon, and graduated from Grant High 
School.  He was involved in civilian flying before the war and at the outbreak of 
the war served as a flying instructor.  
 
 He was married for the first time on October. 31, 1942, in Dos Palos., 
California.   He then enlisted in the Army Air Corps  in August, 1944 as a 2nd 
Lieutenant, and served in the China-Burma Theater, flying "The Hump,” the air lift 
route from India to China, and was honorably released from active duty on 
December 8, 1946. 
 
 The Hump was what Allied pilots called the eastern end of the Himalayan 
Mountains over which they flew military transport aircraft to resupply the Chinese 
war effort of Chiang Kai-shek and the units of the United States Army Air Forces 
based in China.  Flying the Hump was extremely dangerous because planes often 
did not function well at the high altitudes necessary to clear the mountains, there 
was a lack of reliable charts, an absence of radio navigation aids, and a dearth of 
information about the weather.  Pilots often had little experience flying the types of 
aircraft involved and overloaded planes often crashed on take off.   To top it off, 
the unarmed planes were occasionally attacked by Japanese aircraft.  At the end, 
650,000 tons of supplies were delivered but 594 aircraft and 1,659 men were lost.  
It was the largest and most extended strategic air bridge (in volume of cargo 
airlifted) in aviation history until exceeded in 1949 by the Berlin airlift (the Anglo-
American Berlin airlift delivered 2.3 million tons, with the loss of 25 aircraft and 
101 men.)  
 
 From 1946-1950, Edgar was a flight instructor at Merced Airbase (closed 
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after the end of the Cold War and now known as Castle Airport Aviation and 
Development Center) near Merced, California. 
 
 He was divorced in 1950.  At the outbreak of the Korean conflict, he was 
recalled to service, reenlisted on November 27, 1950 as a 1st Lieutenant, was 
promoted to Captain, and served at the air base at Thule, Greenland, later being 
transferred to Barksdale Air Force Base, very near Bossier City and Shreveport,  
Louisiana.   
 
 While in Louisiana, however, he contracted bulbar polio, which attacks the 
ability to breathe and died in 1955.  He is buried in the Willamette National 
Cemetery in Portland, Oregon.  
 
 Sources: 

1. wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=dfitchett&id=I4679 

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hump 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_airlift 
4. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

 
EDWARD FRANKLIN ENDICOTT (June 28, 1915 – June 12, 1997) 
         Ed was born in Wisconsin, but he moved to Redmond at age six and 
graduated from high school there in 1934.  He graduated from Linfield College in 
1940.  He was a weather officer with the U.S. Army stationed at Big Springs, 
Texas during the war.  After the war he moved to Prineville in 1951 and to 
The Dalles, Oregon in 1966, where he operated Ralph's Transfer and Storage until 
retiring in 1983 and then owned a van and storage place in the Dalles until he died. 
 
 Ed was big and a great football player and lettered all 4 years at Linfield 
College, in Oregon. 
 
         He is a descendant of William Alexander Endicott (see above), the brother of 
Everett (see below) and Edward (see above), and the uncle of Benjamin T. 
Endicott (see below) and George B.  Endicott (see below) all of whom served in 
the U.S. military.   
 
         Sources: 

1. Personal correspondence with Everett Endicott March 21, 2011 
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2. Groups.yahoo.com/group/Endicott_Gen/message/2329 
 

*** 
 

EDWIN L. ENDICOTT (1919 -?) 
 He resided in Marion County Ohio, and enlisted in the Army at Fort Hayes 
in Columbus in 1942.  His serial number was 35271818. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

ELIZABETH ENDICOTT (1913 - ?) 
 She resided in Hart County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army in Cincinnati 
on June 26, 1943 for a three-year commitment  Her serial number was A-521919.  
Under education, her enlistment record says “postgraduate,” and her weight is 
given as 121 pounds.  Her civil occupation is listed as “teachers and instructors).  It 
also says under Marital Status, “Widower or widow, without dependents.”  
 
 The Women's Army Corps (WAC) was the women's branch of the US 
Army.  It was first created as an auxiliary unit, the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps 
(WAAC) on May 15, 1942 but then converted to full status as the WAC in 1943.  
It was modeled after comparable British units, especially the Auxiliary Territorial 
Service (ATS).  
 
 About 150,000 American women served in the WAAC and WAC during 
World War II releasing the equivalent of 7 divisions of men for combat.  They 
were the first women other than nurses to serve with the Army.  While most 
women served stateside, some went to various places around the World, including 
Europe, North Africa and New Guinea.  For an example WACs landed on 
Normandy Beach just a few weeks after the initial invasion.  
 
 General Douglas MacArthur called the WACs "my best soldiers", adding 
that they worked harder, complained less, and were better disciplined than men. 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower said that "their contributions in efficiency, skill, 
spirit, and determination are immeasurable.” 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women's_Army_Corps 
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*** 

 
ELVIN LEE ENDECOTT 
 He was a Seaman 1st class, in the US Navy during WWII.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
 

*** 
ELWOOD R. ENDICOTT (1924 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army at Fort Ord, California in 1945.  He had had 
previous military experience earlier.  His serial number was 35968694. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

EMRY RAY ENDICOTT (March 1, 1919 – November 9, 2006) 
 He was a Tec Sergeant who served in both WWII and Korea in the U.S. Air 
Force. 
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 

ERNEST E. ENDICOTT (1925 - ?) 
 He resided in Pinellas County, Florida and reenlisted, in the Army, at Fort 
Lewis, Washington in 1946.  He had had prior military service. His serial number 
was 44116203. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

EUGENE BEN ENDICOTT (March 31, 1918 – May 7, 2000) 
         Gene resided in Deschutes County, Oregon and enlisted in the Army at 
Portland Airbase in 1942.  His serial number was 19047604 and he served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps as a Major and B-25 pilot but he was stationed mostly in 
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Columbia, South Carolina, during the war and did not go overseas. 
 
         After the war he had a sporting goods business in Redmond, Oregon for 
many years before becoming a Shell Oil distributor until he retired.  Gene was a 
great rifle shot and one year won the North West Regional (Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, and part of Montana) big bore rifle meet. 
 
 Ed was also an outstanding track and field athlete and set a new district 
record in the mile and half mile on the same day.  
 
         He is a descendant of William Alexander Endicott (see above), the brother of 
Everett (see below) and Edward (see above), and the uncle of Benjamin T. 
Endicott (see below) and George B.  Endicott (see below) all of whom served in 
the U.S. military.   
  
         Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. Correspondence with Everett Endicott March 21, 2011 
3. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
EVELYN K. ENDICOTT (August 28, 1911 – January 19, 1998) 
 He was a Sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps and is buried in the Alamo – 
Lafayette Cemetery in Lafayette, California 
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

EVERETT W. ENDICOTT (December 6, 1919 – December 27, 2018 ) 
  “Jigger” Endicott, as he’s known, was an instructor of fighter pilots all 
throughout WWII, Korea and Vietnam.  Right after WWII, his mission was 
helping to create a Japanese air force and among the men he had to train to fly jets 
were a former WWII Japanese fighter ace and an erstwhile kamikaze pilot.  Jigger 
was a career Air Force officer and retired as a Lt. Colonel in 1969. 
 
 His parents were Benjamin Franklin Endicott (his grandfather had the same 
exact name) and Sarah Anita Campbell.  Benjamin’s branch of the family came 
from Kentucky, but Benjamin himself grew up in Boaz, Wisconsin.   
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 They moved to Redmond, in Deschutes County, Oregon in 1927 and Jigger 
grew up there.  He acquired the nickname Jigger at age 18 through odd 
circumstances: “ I was working in a hardware store and the owner told me he just 
always wanted someone to call Jigger, and it was going to be me!” 
 
 In high school, Jigger was a pretty good basketball player, being the only 
Junior to get his varsity letter and thus the only Senior the next year coming in with 
a letter on the team.  His education stopped after high school.  
 
 In July, 1941, he obtained a pilot’s license through the Government’s  
Civilian Pilot Training program (CPT).   Many people signed up for it and the 
Government would pay everything only for the top 3 graduates.  Jigger was 
number 17 and they told him he could continue but only if he paid $65, which he 
was happy do to do – “$65 was cheap for a pilot’s license,” as he put it.  
 
 On November 21, 1941, he enlisted in the Army, in Portland, Oregon. His 
service number as an enlisted man was 19004812 but it changed later when he 
became an officer to AO-686835.   His enlistment record says he was a financial 
institution clerk and that his height was 69 inches and weight 160 pounds.  
 
 Jigger wanted to go into the Army Air Corps (Until 1947, the Air Force was 
part of the US Army) but since he had not gone to college, he was not allowed to 
enter the normal flying program.  So instead he applied for the Flying Sergeant 
Program and got into that.  But it was changed to the Aviation Cadet Program.   
First, he had Aviation Ground School in San Antonio, Texas, for about 2 months 
and then Primary, Basic, and Advanced School, getting through it all in July, 1943.   
 
 After that, he had a choice of which type of aircraft to fly and he chose 
fighters, flying the P-40 Warhawk and later, in 1944, the P-51 Mustang (which was 
his favorite aircraft – “it was the fastest fighter and could do long range -- 
everything”).  Although he wanted to be a fighter pilot, he did so well in the 
schools, they ordered him to stay as an instructor. 
 
 He instructed combat pilots at Pinellas Army Field (now the St. Petersburg – 
Clearwater International Airport), in St. Petersburg Florida.  How did he teach 
pilots advanced combat techniques if he himself had never been in combat?  “Most 
of the instructors had been in combat,” he explained, and he learned the combat 
maneuvers from them.  
 



 513 

 After a while, Pinellas opened up a gunnery school and Jigger was kept there 
as an instructor, too.  What did he know about gunnery?  “Aerial gunnery only 
took a 15% hit rate to qualify as expert and when I fired for record, I got 54%.”  In 
other words, once again, he had done too well to be sent to his first choice, 
overseas combat, and had to remain in the States as an instructor again.  
 
 Combat pilots would fly their own P-47 Thunderbolts, and P-38 Lightnings 
from around the country to take a one-month course with Jigger and his colleagues:  
“They’d be ordered to fly out to our place to see why we were shooting so much 
better than they were.”  Mostly, Jigger explained, it was because they were firing 
from too far away and at the wrong angle of attack.  
 
 Finally, when Jigger had been at Pinellas longer than any pilot on the base, 
he asked to go overseas.  But instead, they sent him to Santa Maria, California in 
July, 1945 to train on a jet, the P-80, Shooting Star, the first operational U.S. jet.  
“But then they stopped the program because Major Bong was killed in one.”  
Congressional Medal of Honor winner, Richard Bong, was the United States' 
highest-scoring air ace, having shot down at least 40 Japanese aircraft during the 
war.  His death as a test pilot of P-80s was front-page news across the country, 
sharing space with the first news of the bombing of Hiroshima.  
 
 After the war was over, Jigger was discharged in November,1945, although 
he remained in the Reserves.  A man named Cal Butler hired him as a pilot and 
sent him to manage the Madras airport in Madras, Oregon, which he did from 
1946-1948.  But much of his job consisted of crop dusting and by 1948, Jigger got 
tired of that, quit and then ran 2 Shell gas stations until 1953.   
 
 At that point, during the Korean War, the Air Force asked him to come back 
to active service, which he did.  He was sent to Aviation Cadet School, in San 
Antonio, Texas where he instructed in the T-33, a two-seater version of the 
Shooting Star.  
 
 After a year there, he was asked to volunteer for “Operation Tori” in Japan, 
but since no one would explain to him what it was, he declined.  No one else 
volunteered, either, so Jigger was assigned to it anyway and sent to Japan in 1954.  
 
 Operation Tori consisted of creating a Japanese air force as part of the 
Japanese Defense Force at Tsuiki, Kyushu, Japan’s third largest island.  “Each of 
us had 4 students,” Jigger said.  One of mine, named Ibusuki, had 30 allied planes 
to his credit in World War II.  He became the first Japanese to solo in jets.”  
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  Training the Japanese was different.  U.S. kids were a lot    
 different than Japanese.  The U.S. kids were not afraid to admit   
 what they didn’t know, but the Japanese would not do that  
 and that can be pretty dangerous when you’re flying jets.  Also,   
 this was right after the war and it was a little strange.  After all,   
 I had an uncle who was shot down by the Japanese at the battle   
 of Midway.  He was part of Torpedo Squadron 8. 
 
 Jigger had another interesting Japanese student, too, one who had been a 
kamikaze pilot during the war – “ He had already seen his own funeral!” as Jigger 
put it. 
 
 He taught the Japanese for a little over a year before being assigned to the 
Far East Checkout Program, a program to check out U.S. pilots flying T-33s, 
which he did for a year and half.   
 
 Jigger then asked for an assignment back in the States on the West Coast.  
But he was sent instead to Dover, Delaware to ferry jets around and did that until 
1957, when they ended the program.  After that he was stationed in Chicopee, 
Massachusetts, as the maintenance officer For B-52 bombers and he was promoted 
to Major.  He did that for 6 and a half years.   
 
 In 1963, they grounded Jigger because of a heart problem.  But he was 
allowed to stay in the Air Force  anyway and in 1965 went to Burma.  He spent 
two years there as the maintenance officer of the Burmese Air Force.  
 
 This was considered a hardship assignment and after one of those, you got to 
choose where you wanted to go next. Jigger requested Travis Air Force base in 
Fairfield, California and was sent there as Control Officer for a year.  
 
 In September 1968, he was sent to Vietnam where he was maintenance 
control officer for a reconnaissance wing that flew RF4C Phantoms and RF 101 
Voodoos.  He came back to the States in July 1969, retired as a Lt. Colonel, and 
did some work helping to run a farm. 
 
 Jigger’s wife’s name is Betty and they had three children, Carol, Ben 
Talbert, who was killed in an industrial accident (just as Jigger’s father had been), 
and George, who is currently the mayor of Redmond, Oregon, a city of 25,000 
people.  Both Ben Talbert and George served in the Army in Vietnam. 
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 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. Personal interview, March 18, 2011 

*** 
 

EVERETT R. ENDICOTT (1912 - ?)) 
 He resided in Montgomery County, Indiana and enlisted in the Army in 
Darlington in 1941. He had been in the National Guard before that. His serial 
number was 20530577. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
FLOYD C. ENDICOTT (1908 - ?) 
 He resided in  Cape May, New Jersey and enlisted in the Army at Fort Dix 
in 1942.  His serial number was 32264237. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

FRANK H. ENDICOTT 
 He resided in Jackson County, Missouri and enlisted in the Army in 1940. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

FRANK H. ENDICOTT (March 4, 1920 – February 16, 1969) 
 He was a Tec 5, with Company C, 662nd Tank Destroyer Battalion, which 
was formed on May 1, 1943 at Camp Hood, Texas.  The unit was 
deactivated on December 17, 1944 at Fort Knox, Kentucky and redesignated as the 
662nd Tank Battalion.  Frank saw continental U.S. service only.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 

*** 
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FRANK M. ENDICOTT (1908 - November 20, 1956) 
 He resided in Henderson County, Illinois and enlisted in the Army on April 
15, 1943 in Peoria.  His serial number was 36481349. He served with Company C 
of the 182nd Engineer Combat Battalion and was discharged on September 19, 
1945.   
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. Ancestry.com - U.S. Headstone Applications for Military Veterans  

1925- 1963) 
 

*** 
 

FREDERICK HYTEN ENDICOTT (November 7, 1912 – April 25, 2003) 
 He was born in White County, Illinois, the son of George Guy Endicott 
(1878-1958)  and Laura Metcalf Endicott (1881-1968).  He was a Sergeant with 
the U.S. Army’s 26th Infantry Division in France and his serial number was 
36773636.  
 
 The 26th Division was the “Yankee Division,” originally made of New 
Englanders.  How Fred, a Midwesterner, got into the Division is similar to how  
Burtis A. Endicott (see above), also was a Midwesterner, got into it in World War 
I.  In both cases, these Endicotts came to the Division as replacements; they were 
not originally members of it.  
  
 After the war, records show Fred’s wife’s name was Jewel Endicott and they 
lived at 207 Grove Street, La Porte, Indiana.  
 
 As of this writing, all we know about Fred’s service is that he was taken 
prisoner in France by the Germans and interned at Stalag 3B in the city of 
Fürstenberg in Brandenburg, Prussia.   He survived and was liberated by the Allied 
armies after the war ended.   
 
 While we have no documentation saying when or where Fred was captured, 
it would seem that it would have had to have been in one of 3 battles that occurred 
sometime between October 5 and December 8, 1944.  That’s because one can track 
where the Yankee Division was in France and which battles it fought during this 
period  (the Yankee Division had 3 regiments, the 101st, 103rd and 328th) : 
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*  September 7, 1944.  The Division landed in France at Cherbourg and Utah 
Beach.  
 
*  October 5-15.  The Division’s first fighting was when 328th Regiment was 
temporarily attached to the 80th Infantry Division.  According to reports, the 80th 
Division's "bloodiest day" was October 8, 1944, where approximately 115 men lost 
their lives.  The 328th rejoined the Yankee Division on October 15. 
 
*  October 22.  The Division launched a limited objective attack in Moncourt 
woods. 
 
*  November 8.  The Division launched a limited objective attack in Moncourt 
woods.  Opposing them was Germany’s 11th Panzer division.   
 
*  November 8.  The Division participated in it first large-scale attack, as a part of 
General Patton’s Third Army.  The Division took Dieuze in northeastern France on 
November 20, and took Saar Union on December 2 after house-to-house fighting, 
and reached Sarraguemines on the border with Germany on December 8. That was 
the end of the Yankee Division’s fighting in France. 
 
*  After December 8.  The Division was sent to rest at Metz. 
 
*  December 19-21.  The Division moved north to Luxembourg for the Battle of 
the Bulge, which took place in Belgium and Luxembourg, not in France. 
 

German Prisoner of War Camps 
 
 In general, German POW camps for U.S. soldiers were a lot better than 
Japanese POW camps.  However, some U.S. POWs were sent to German 
concentration camps where conditions were very bad.   
 
 The Germans had around 1, 000 POW camps, in 8 varieties: 
 
*  Dulag or Durchgangslager (transit camp) –  Intelligence collection centers for 
POWs prior to reassignment to another camp.  
 
*  Dulag Luft or Durchgangslager der Luftwaffe (transit camp of the Luftwaffe) – 
For air force POWs. The main Dulag Luft camp at Frankfurt was the principal 
collection point for intelligence derived from Allied POW interrogation. 
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*  Ilag/Jlag or Internierungslager ("Internment camp") – Civilian internment 
camps. 
 
*  Marlag or Marine-Lager ("Marine camp") – For naval personnel POW camps. 
 
*  Milag or Marine-Internierten-Lager ("Marine internment camp") – For merchant 
seamen internment camps. 
 
*  Oflag or Offizier-Lager ("Officer camp") –For officers. 
 
*  Stalag or Stammlager ("Base camp") – For enlisted personnel. 
 
*  Stalag Luft or Luftwaffe-Stammlager ("Luftwaffe base camp") – Camps 
administered by the German Air Force for Allied aircrews. 
 
 Germany was divided into 17 military districts which were each assigned 
Roman numerals and POW camps in Germany were numbered according to the 
military district.  A letter after the Roman numeral denoted  the numerical 
designation of individual Stalags in a military district.  So, Stalag 3 B was the 
second Stalag in Military District III.  The following were the military districts: 
 
* I Königsberg 
* II Stettin 
* III Berlin 
* IV Dresden 
* V Stuttgart 
* VI Münster 
* VII Munich 
* VIII Breslau 
* IX Kassel 
* X Hamburg 
* XI Hanover 
* XII Wiesbaden 
* XIII Nuremberg 
* XVII Vienna 
* XVIII Salzburg 
* XX Danzig 
* XXI Posen 
 
 In addition to these camps Germany, there were a few other special camps in 
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Germany, plus many other camps located in occupied areas outside of Germany, in 
France, Poland, and Lithuania. 
 
 Stalags  were usually for enlisted Army personnel but sometimes contained 
officers as well.  Before being sent to a Stalag, a POW usually had to pass through 
a Dulag, where details of the prisoners were processed and they were interrogated.  
Under the terms of the Geneva Convention prisoners only had to give name, rank 
and serial number but interrogators often tried to trick POWs into giving more.  
 
 Enlisted prisoners would then be transported to a Stalag, usually by train.  
Camp layouts varied from camp to camp, but all were enclosed with barbed wire 
and contained guard towers that were manned by armed soldiers ready to shoot 
anyone trying to escape.  Prisoners were usually housed in one-story wooden 
barracks which contained bunk beds (two or three high) and a charcoal burning 
stove in the middle of the room. 
 
 

 

 
 

Stalag III B 
 
 
 Other POWs in Stalag III B have said that food was scarce and that it took 
several days for their stomachs to adjust to the sour black bread they were given 
that had sawdust as one of the ingredients.  Occasionally, food was so scarce 
POWs boiled grass to make soup and considered themselves lucky if they could 
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find some wild onions to put in it for taste.  Eventually, they received Red Cross 
packages but German guards would often divide among six men what the Red 
Cross had sent to feed one man.  
 
 Some POWs were forced to work on German farms for long hours each day. 
  
 On January 31, 1945, due to the Soviets approaching the Oder River, Stalag 
III B was forced to move, with POWs marching in snow and slush for about a 
week, finally reaching another camp.  Then, on April 27, they were forced to move 
again, which entailed another week of marching.  But on May 5, the German 
guards told them the American lines were only a few miles ahead and they were 
free to go.   This story of marching from camp to camp is similar to the one told by 
Thomas Alvan Endecott (see below).  
  
 During the war, the U.S. took 3,100,000 German prisoners and the Germans 
took 95,532 U.S. prisoners.  The Yankee Division had only 159 POWs taken in the 
war.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://www.80thdivision.com/80thHistory.htm 
3. http://yd-info.net/page2/index.html#Lorraine 
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_prisoner-of-

war_camps_in_Germany#World_War_II_PoW_Camps 
5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war#Germany 

 
*** 

FREELAND L. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Huntington, West Virginia in 1942 and his serial 
number was 35645123. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

GARLAND ENDICOTT (March 11, 1918 – September 2, 2001) 
 He was in the U.S. Navy and is buried in the Highland Cemetery, Inc., in 
Mitchell, Kentucky. 
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 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
GARLAND N. ENDICOTT (1920 - ?) 
 He resided in Tuba County, California  and enlisted in the Army in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma in 1942.  His serial number was 38126987. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
GENE ENDICOTT 
 He was drafted during early in the war and was a guard of German prisoners 
in Germany. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
*** 

 
GENEVIEVE M. ENDICOTT (September 26, 1919 – December 2, 2007)  
 Shee resided in Delaware County, Pennsylvania and enlisted in the 
Women’s Army Corps (WAC) in Philadelphia on November 18,1942.  Her serial 
number was A-304853.  Her enlistment record states that she entered as an aviation 
cadet, had four years of high school, was a commercial artist in civil life, was 62 
inches tall and weighed 113 pounds.   She is buried in the Edgewood Memorial 
Park, in Glen Mills, Pennsylvania.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
GEORGE B. ENDICOTT 
 Muster rolls show him present at Pearl Harbor aboard submarine tender USS 
Pelias on June 1, 1946; July 1, 1946; and September 1, 1946. 
 
 The Pelias was at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 and her guns shot 
down one Japanese plane and damaged a second.  Later, operating out of 
Freemantle, Australia, between July 1942 - May 1944 she overhauled, repaired, 
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and refitted 59 U.S. submarines.  After that, at Midway, she serviced 15 
submarines before being in San Diego when the war ended.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.footnote.com/documents/43823547/pearl-harbor-  
 muster-rolls 

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pelias_(AS-14) 
*** 

 
GEORGE M. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Detroit, Michigan  in  1941 and his serial number 
was 36125174. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
GEORGE R. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army at Fort Bliss, Texas in 1942 and his serial number 
was 38104710. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

GEORGE V. ENDICOTT (1919 -?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in 1941 and his serial number was 38007951. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

GEORGE WILLIAM ENDICOTT (August 19, 1921 – February 25, 1945) 
 George Endicott was a U.S. Marine killed at Iwo Jima.  He wasn’t the only 
Endicott at Iwo Jima, although he probably didn’t know that.  William O. Endicott 
(see below) was also there, as a sailor who helped bring the Marines to Iwo. 
 
 George’s descent from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 
 

1.    Gov John 
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2.    Zerubbable 
3.    Joseph 
4.    Joseph 
5.    Joseph 
6.    Joseph 
7.    William H. 
8.    William A. 
9.    George Washington 
10.George M.  
11.George William 

 
 George’s military records obtained from the National Personnel Records 
Center in St. Louis Missouri, show that his parents were Verna and George M. 
Endicott and that George was born at Richland Center, Wisconsin.   But the family 
lived for a time in Winona Lake, Indiana, before moving to Evanston, Illinois, 
which George listed as his home address when he enlisted.  He enlisted in Chicago, 
Illinois.   Prior to enlistment, he was a carpenter and worked for his father for 8 
years.    
 
 George was not only a high school graduate, he had had two years of college 
and his area of specialization was “math.”  
 
 His enlistment physical exam was on September 21, 1942 and records from 
it show him to have been 5’ 9 1/2 inches tall, weighed 160 pounds and have blue 
eyes (which were 20:20), light brown hair and a “ruddy” complexion.  The 
enlistment document says that “I, George William Endicott … enlist in the United 
State Marine Corps Reserve for the DURATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY…”  The records also show a photo of George taken September 28, 
1942. 
 
 He was assigned service number 466154.  
 
 Shortly after enlistment, George was sent to the Communication School of 
the Signal Battalion on the Marine Corps base in San Diego, California, where he 
took a course to become a radio operator from November 28, 1942 to February 19, 
1943.  His certificate upon passing the course lists his “final average marking at 
76.8.  It says that “Average sending and receiving mark counts 50% in 
computation of final average,” and since his marks in “Radio Operating Procedure, 
“Field Work,” “Material,” and “General Communications” were all 85 or above, 
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his average sending and receiving marks must have been 65.5 – considerably 
lower.  
 
 George may have had some distraction while he was out in California, 
though, because records show that the day after he entered radio operator’s school, 
he got married to Isabelle Iona Nordberg, age 19.  Their County of San Diego 
marriage license, dated November 28, 1942, the same day he entered the school, 
shows her to be a native of Minnesota, but at that time a resident of Bellingham, 
Washington.  The marriage itself occurred one day later, on November 29.  
 
 How they met or how she came to be in California when George was there is 
not known.  Her address after the marriage was listed as Hotel Colin, San Diego.  
 
 The marriage set off a flurry of correspondence between Isabelle and the 
Marine Corps in order to get her listed as George’s dependent and receive 
dependents’ benefits.  During this correspondence, Isabelle’s address was listed as 
911 Gaffield Place, Evanston, Illinois – the home of George’s parents.  
 
 On June 9, 1943 she finally got a letter stating that she would start getting 
checks retroactive to January of that year.    
 
 Although Isabelle probably didn’t realize its significance, the signature on 
the notification letter to her is “Joephus Daniels, Jr. Captain, U.S. Marine Corps.” 
This is interesting because he was the son of Josephus Daniels, Sr, the Secretary of 
the Navy from 1913- 1921, when Franklin Roosevelt was Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy under him.  And when he was President, FDR appointed Josephus 
Daniels, Sr. Ambassador to Mexico, in which post he served from 1933-1944 – in 
other words, during the time this letter was written.   
 
 Furthermore, one of his other sons, Jonathan Worth Daniels, became a 
special assistant to FDR and served from 1942-45.  In 1954 and 1968, Jonathan 
published two tell-all accounts of Washington life, for the first time revealing 
publicly the FDR-Lucy Mercer affair.  
 
 The next thing we see in George’s file is that he was promoted to PFC on 
March 24, 1943.  And then on September 16, 1943, there is a certificate of birth for 
a baby daughter, Mary Margaret Endicott.   
 
 Curiously, in box 22 of the birth certificate it asks “What treatment was 
given child’s eyes at birth:” And “20% Argyrol” is typed in.  What is Argyrol?  
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Well, it turns out that Argyrol was developed as a preventative of gonorrheal 
blindness in newborn infants.  It is infrequently prescribed today, but it was widely 
used in the first half of the 20th century. 
 
 Anyway, the addition of the baby and the fact that Isabelle moved back to 
Bellingham, Washington, made sure that it would take a while and more 
correspondence before the Marine Corps was able to add benefits for the baby, as 
well. 
 
 George got promoted to Corporal on September 29, 1943 and by March 8, 
1944 was assigned to the 1st Corps Medium Tank Battalion, Company “A.”   
 
 Then, ominously on December 19, 1944, George’s name appears on a list of 
38 names that has the following on it: “ In accordance with the authority of 
reference (a), the special communication warrants of the below listed men are 
revoked and warrants for “Line Duty” are hereby issued…”  In other words, 
George was going into the thick of the war.  
 
 To find out what happened next  you have to know something about the 
battles of Guam and Iwo Jima,  read the “3rd Tank Battalion Action Report” for 
Iwo Jima, and read a few other documents in George’s personnel file.   
 

George Endicott on Guam 
 

  George participated in what is known as the second battle of Guam, the first 
battle being when the Japanese captured it on December 11, 1941 in the opening 
phase of WWII.  
 
 The second battle occurred from July 21- August 8, 1944 when 36, 000 U.S. 
Marines and U.S. Army soldiers defeated 22,000 Japanese Army and Special 
Naval Landing force troops, killing 18,040 of them while suffering 1,747 dead of 
their own. 
 
 As with so many other amphibious landings in the Pacific, the U.S. objective 
was to secure the island’s airfield as a base for U.S. air attacks on the rest of the 
Japanese empire.   
 
 George’s service records show that on July 21,1944, as part of the Southern 
Troops and Landing Force, he landed on the western beaches of Guam in the 
vicinity of Asan Point.  
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 During the initial landing, despite strong Japanese artillery, by 0900 many 
U.S. tanks were ashore.  The Japanese made counter-attacks throughout the first 
few days of the battle, mostly at night in suicidal charges, but were repulsed with 
great loss.  
 
 On one mission, George’s A company participated in a strong motorized 
reconnaissance column that was ordered to advance as far as possible toward the 
north cape of the island.  The patrol was ambushed by a battalion of enemy 
infantry, supported by 75 mm guns and light tanks and had to retreat.  Later that 
night two Japanese type 97 tanks came down the road, sprayed machine gun fire 
around to no effect, and promptly left the scene unharmed. 
 
 After twenty days of savage fighting, U.S.  divisional units reached the 
northern coast of the island and on August 10, 1944, Guam was declared secure.  
After that, George participated in “patrols against stragglers on Guam during the 
period 16 August to 4 November 44.”  In fact, the last Japanese soldier to surrender 
on Guam didn’t do it until January 24, 1972, 27 years later! 
  
 After the Guam was declared secure, it was turned into an allied base.  Five 
large airfields were built by the Seabees, and B-29 bombers flew from Guam to 
attack targets in the Western Pacific and on mainland Japan, one of those targets 
being the island of Iwo Jima. 
 
 Of George’s company, a Marine Corps Tankers’ Association publication 
said: 
 
 Their crew was a perfectly coordinated crew of very efficient, well trained 
 and disciplined Marines, the best ever to man a battle tank.  Among their 
 achievements were a rising sun painted on their turret, plus some other 
 insignia for their effort. The rising sun indicated an enemy tank they 
 knocked out while on reconnaissance patrol. 
 

About Iwo Jima 
 
 Iwo Jima means “sulphur island” in Japanese.  It is small island out in the 
middle of nowhere in the Pacific Ocean, 750 miles from Tokyo.  It is about 5 miles 
long and 2 miles wide at the widest point.   It looks like a pork chop with the 
narrow end pointing south and right.  At the tip of the thin end of the pork chop is 
528-foot high Mount Suribachi, scene of the famous Marine Corps flag raising 
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event photographed by Joe Rosenthal.  The island is noted for its loose, course, 
black volcanic sand which is hard to run in -- and hard for tanks to maneuver in. 
 
 The U.S. wanted the island for several reasons.  First, the Japanese were 
using it as an early warning station to warn the Japanese mainland about incoming 
U.S. bombing raids and the U. S. wanted to stop that.  Secondly, the U.S. wanted it 
as a way station for airplanes to be able to refuel on the way to and from raids on 
Japan.  There were two completed airfields on Iwo Jima and a third one was under 
construction.   And thirdly, the U.S. wanted Iwo Jima as a possible base for 
invading the main islands of Japan.  
 
 Iwo Jima was the first land mass that the U.S. invaded that was actually a 
part of Japan proper, so both the U.S. and the Japanese knew it would be defended 
fiercely.  
 
 By this time in the war, the Japanese military knew they were losing and 
hoped only that if they fought hard enough and killed enough Americans before 
they, too, died, then maybe the American public would grow so sick of the war that 
they would demand some kind of negotiated truce and Japan could save face.   
  
 The Japanese idea at Iwo Jima was simply to drag out the battle as long as 
possible, make the Marines pay as dearly for it as possible, and play for time to 
help bring about the negotiated truce. 
 
 Japanese tactics had always called for a no surrender policy; troops were 
expected to fight to the death and if they could not manage to be killed at their 
posts, they were supposed to commit suicide.  That is why there were so few 
Japanese prisoners taken in World War II.    
  
 In the early part of the war, when it looked as though the jig was up for a 
Japanese unit, the tactic was to launch a furious, last-ditch  “banzai” charge.  But 
by 1945 it was evident that these never worked and simply ended in slaughter for 
the Japanese troops. 
 
 So, Lieutenant General Tadamishi Kuribayshi, the Japanese general in 
charge of the defense of Iwo Jima, decided on a different idea.  He knew that his 
garrison was doomed but he reasoned that by placing his men in well camouflaged 
caves and concrete bunkers all around the island, they would be harder to root out, 
could  jump out to ambush the Marines (especially at night), and generally drag out 
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the defense of the island.  As someone once said, “The Japanese were not on Iwo 
Jima, they were in Iwo Jima.”  
  
 And General Kuribayashi knew one other important thing,: he had about a 
year to get ready for any invasion.  So by February 19, 1945, when the Marine 
attack finally came, he and his men were extremely well prepared for it. 
 
 The result was the costliest battle in Marine Corps history.  It was like the 
opening scene of the movie  “Saving Private Ryan” except that it went on for 5 
weeks straight.  Someone said it was like “throwing human flesh at concrete.”  For 
the first time, the Marines suffered more casualties than the Japanese (although not 
more deaths; most of the 21,000 Japanese casualties were deaths, while most of the 
Marine casualties were woundings).  Close to 40% of all the Marines engaged in 
the battle were killed or wounded.   Of all the Medals of Honor awarded to 
Marines in WW II, one quarter of them were awarded at Iwo Jima.  Iwo Jima is 
thus the iconic Marine Corps battle of all time, replacing Belleau Wood from WWI 
(see Frank James Endicott, above).   
 

George Goes to Iwo Jima 
 
 Into this death trap came George Endicott along with more than 70,000 other 
Marines from the 3rd, 4th and 5th Marine Divisions – one half of the entire Marine 
Corps (there were 6 Marine Divisions in WWII). 
 
 George left for Iwo Jima with the 3rd Tank Battalion, 3rd Marine Division 
from Guam aboard LST 477, which was hit by a Japanese kamikaze plane and 
damaged enough so it could not unload its tanks on February 23 as it was 
scheduled to do with the rest of the battalion.  But it was able to unload them on 
the 24th.   
 
 By this time, the famous flag raising had taken place on Mount Suribachi (it 
had happened on the 23rd) on the southern end of the island and the airfield closest 
to it, “Motoyama Airfield No 1,” had been taken.  Now the objective was to launch 
an attack from Airfield No 1 to capture Airfield No 2. 
 
 That attack was scheduled for February 25 and it was to be led by George’s 
tanks ahead of the infantry. 
 

Marine Tanks Attack 
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 According to Patrick Mooney, a researcher at the US Marine Corps 
Museum, George crewed an M4A2 Sherman tank.  This was a little unusual since 
“most of the tanks (two out of three battalions) had M4A3s which they received in 
Hawaii, where they trained.  The M4A3 was fueled by gas, while the M4A2s were 
fueled by diesel (much preferred by tankers, since they don't ignite and have fuel 
fires.)” 
 

The Action Report of the 3rd Tank Battalion says that 13 out of its 45 tanks 
had E4-5 mechanized flamethrowers on them in place of the bow machine gun.  
But the Action Report also says that on February 25 only “11 tanks were sent in 
support of 2nd Bn, 9th Marines in attack across SW end of Airfield No. 2,” and we 
don’t know whether George’s tank had a flamethrower or not, although Mooney 
thinks not, for reasons explained in a minute. 
 
 Mooney continues:   
 

George was trained as a Radio Operator, which means he sat on the right 
side of the bow, behind the hull machine gun and was responsible for the 
radio as well as using the hull machine gun.  This is also the position from 
which the E4-5 Flame Gun would have been operated.”  

 
 The Action Report goes on to say that the attack started at 0800 and: 
 
  Targets of opportunity were engaged.  Four inoperative tanks were  
 repaired and sent to join the others.  The heavy fires encountered  
 resulted in: two tanks being burned up; 1 bogged down in lose sand,  
 broke a track, and was  temporarily abandoned; 5 others had to   
 withdraw, all of which had received hits on the suspension system.   
   

1 had a punctured radiator also.  Flamethrowers mounted in tanks 
proved invaluable against pillboxes which are in defilade from our flat 
trajectory fire. 

 
 Unfortunately, as you can see, the Japanese were ready for the tanks with 
1,250 men from the Japanese 8th- 12th Independent Antitank Battalions scattered 
about the island and they blasted the Marines badly.  Around 3 pm, George’s tank 
was hit by an anti-tank gun.  Mooney believes the gun was fired about 200 yards 
north of the middle of Motoyama Airfield number 2 as George’s tank was 
approaching from the southwest.   
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 It wasn’t until 3 days later, though, that the Marines were able to get to 
George’s tank and determine what happened.  The notation on the Certificate of 
Death for George W. Endicott states it pretty graphically: 
  
  Tank in which patient was a member of the crew received many 
  hits from a 47 mm AT gun on 2-25-45 at 1500. 
 

2-28-45.  Body was removed from the area surrounding the tank. 
  Evidently, man somehow removed himself from the inside of 
  the tank.  Examination of the body revealed partial traumatic   
 amputation of right leg.  Body bloated. 
 
 In other words, George had probably suffered terribly.  He had been hit 
inside the tank and his leg was almost torn off.  Then, somehow he had gotten 
himself out of the tank, presumably in excruciating pain, and died on the ground 
beside the tank.  
 
 Mooney believes this description means that George was not in a 
flamethrower tank: 
 

I do not think he was in a flame tank, as a hit that took off his leg 
would've ignited the fuel stored around him.   
 

Amazingly, Mooney believes he also has an actual photo of George’s tank 
after the battle.   
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 Here’s why Mooney thinks this is the right tank: 
 

Each company named their tanks after the company 
letter - A, B, C. In looking at the action of 25 Feb, A/3rd Tanks 
supported 9th Marines, who took over from 21st Marines.  A Co lost 9 
Tanks destroyed by a variety of means, i.e. mortars, field artillery and 
3 of those were by 47mm AT Tank guns.   
 
I have found photos of two of the three tanks.  The one I am leaning 
toward was "A for Agony" {George was in A company – ed] with two 
photos and one video of the tank after the battle.  With more research, 
I can confirm it...I am at 80% certainty now. One of the most 
compelling things is the location of hits taken by the tank that would 
seriously wound the radio operator/bow gunner in the legs. 

 
Next of kin 

  
From his personnel file it looks as though George’s death was not recorded 

on a USMC Casualty Card until March 16, more than two weeks after he was 
killed.  The next day the following telegram was sent to Isabelle:  
 
TELEGRAM 
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FROM: COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS 
TO: MRS. GEORGE W. ENDICOTT (WIFE) 
       BOX 302 
       WINONA LAKE INDIANA 
 
DEEPLY REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT YOUR  
 
Relationship 
Rank-Name 
Classification   HUSBAND CORPORAL GEORGE W ENDICOTT USMCR 
 
WAS KILLED IN ACTION  
 
(Date-Location) 
25 FEBRUARY 1945 AT IWO JIMA VOLCANO ISLANDS 
 
IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTY AND SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY.  
WHEN INFORMATION IS RECEIVED REGARDING BURIAL YOU WILL BE 
NOTIFIED.  TO PREVENT POSSIBLE AID TO OUR ENEMIES DO NOT 
DIVULGE THE NAME OF HIS SHIP IR STATION.  PLEASE ACCEPT MY 
HEARFELT SYMPATHY.  LETTER FOLLOWS. 
 
RELASED BY: M.G. CRAIG 
 
    DATE:  17 MARCH 1945                  A.A..VANDEGRIFT 
       LIEUT GENERAL USMC 
     COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS 
 
 From then on much of the file concerns the correspondence between Isabelle 
and the Marine Corps about what to do with George’s body, returning his personal 
items, and paying her the $10,000 government life insurance policy ($10,000 is 
worth about $110,000 today).  Some of the Marine Corps correspondence to 
Isabelle was signed by the same Captain Josephus Daniels who had first written 
her two years earlier.   
 
 But one interesting document is the partly illegible handwritten letter of 
condolence from George’s commanding officer to Isabelle on April 5, 1945 giving 
his personal account of what happened to George and trying to console her: 
 
      5 April, 1945 
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  Dear Mrs. Endicott, 
  
  By the time you receive this letter you will already have 
  received official notification from the Navy Department, 
  that your husband was killed in action, as this letter will 
  be held by Headquarters, Marine Corps until such time. 
 
  Corporal Endicott was killed in action, during the battle  
  for Iwo Jima, by enemy rifle fire.  It will no doubt be 
  of some comfort to you to know that his death was 
  instantaneous and that no suffering was involved. 
 
  Allow me, as your husband’s commanding officer, to 
  attempt to convey to you a few words of condolence 
  during your time of sorrow. 
  
  Memories of ------will always ------ in the minds of his 
  many friends, and may I assure you that we, his 
  comrades will never forget the great sacrifice made by 
  Corporal Endicott.  His spirit will go with us in our 
  future battles and be in our hearts and the hearts of 
  his countrymen throughout our lives.   
 
  May I extend to you on behalf of the officers and men 
  of the company, our deepest sympathy for your loss. 
  which  is -----and which we share with you. 
 
     Very Sincerely Yours, 
 
     Captain William --   ------ 
     U.S.M.C.R. 
 
 You can see that this letter’s description of what happened to George does 
not exactly comport with the account in the Certificate of Death.  That account 
describes a very painful death with a lot of suffering, while this one claims the 
opposite.  One tends to think, therefore, that this letter was a falsification of the 
facts in order to spare the grieving widow the awful truth.  But the letter does add 
the detail that George was killed by rifle fire.   In other words, as he got out of the 
tank with his leg wound, Japanese soldiers shot him.  
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 The rest is quickly told.  George was buried in a temporary Marine Corps 
graveyard on Iwo Jima.  He would be one of 23  3rd Tank Battalion enlisted men 
killed on Iwo Jima.  Two others died of wounds after the battle and 8 officers and 
85 enlisted men were wounded.   But the 3rd Tank Battalion went on to complete 
its mission of securing the center sector of the island in the gap that developed 
between the 4th and 5th Marine Divisions.  (After capturing Mount Suribachi, the 5th 
Marine Division clawed its way up the left, or west, side of the island; the 4th 
Marine Division slugged its way up the right side and a gap developed between the 
two.) 
 
  The Japanese had concentrated their strongest forces in this area and the 3rd 
Marine Division encountered a most heavily fortified portion of the island in their 
move to take Airfield No. 2 and the rest of the island in their operational area.  
Frontal assault was used to gain each inch of ground.  By nightfall on March 9, the 
3rd division reached the island's northeastern beach. 
 
 Finally on March 26, following a banzai attack against troops and air corps 
personnel near the beaches, the island was declared secure. The U.S. Army's 147th 
Infantry regiment assumed ground control of the island on April 4, relieving the 
largest body of Marines committed in combat in one operation during World War 
II. 
 
 Records show that later Isabelle requested that George be moved to the 
“Punch Bowl,” the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific  in Honolulu, 
Oahu, Hawaii but this was not done until January 25, 1949.  
 
 One of the last documents in the file is a letter from Isabelle to the Marine 
Corps on December 11, 1947, in which she says: 
 
 “…If it is possible I would like to have the flag that was used for the 
 military funeral service sent to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George M. 
 Endicott, Winona Lake, Indiana; however I would like to be informed as to 
 the location of the grave, plot, row and grave number so my little girl and I 
 may visit it in the future. 
 
 George’s cemetery ID number is 00466154, and his grave is Plot C, and 
Grave number is 883. 
 
 Today, on the cemetery records, available on line, George’s name has an 
asterisk next to it, meaning that the record “has not been verified as accurate by the 
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Veterans’ Administration.”  This apparently has to do with the controversy 
involving a number of graves at Arlington National Cemetery that were found to 
not contain who they were supposed to contain, thus triggering an investigation 
into many graves at Arlington, and apparently at other places, as well.   
 
 Sources: 

1. Casualty Card, US Marine Corps History Division, Quantico, Virginia 
2. Service records from National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, 

Missouri.  
3. 3rd Tank Battalion Action Report 
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M4_Sherman 
5. http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USMC/USMC-M-IwoJima/USMC-M-IwoJima-

VI.html 
6. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Guam_(1944) 
7. Marine tank battles in the Pacific By Oscar E. Gilbert 
8. Email correspondence with Patrick Mooney on April 10, 2019 

 
*** 

 
GERALD MARTIN ENDICOTT 
 Son of Martin V. Endicott (1906-1986 – see above), he served in the U.S. 
Merchant Marine in WWII (1943-1944), aboard the S.S. Simon-Benson.  Shortly 
after the war was over, Gerald and his wife, Gail, bought 50 acres of land in the 
Santa Clara area of Eugene, Oregon.  They planted peaches, apples and cherries 
and ran their orchard for 25 years.  Gerald is buried in Resthaven Cemetery in 
Eugene, Oregon. 

 
 The United States Merchant Marine is the fleet of U.S. civilian-owned 
merchant vessels, operated by either the government or the private sector, that 
transports goods and services around the world.  In peacetime, the Merchant 
Marine transports cargo and passengers.  In war time, it becomes an auxiliary of 
the U.S. Navy, and is asked to deliver troops and supplies for the military. 
 
 The US Merchant Marine was a critical contributor to victory in World War 
II, carrying the bulk of all material sent overseas, and many of the men.  It also had 
the highest casualty rate of any U.S. Service in the war,  losing 9,521 men killed 
out of 243,000 who served, or a casualty rate of 3.9%. 
 
 The S.S. Simon Benson was a Steel Hull Liberty Ship built in June 1943 by 
the Oregon Ship Building Corporation for the U.S. War Shipping Administration.  
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After service in WWII, she was eventually scrapped in Japan in 1969.  
 
 Gerald kept a journal of his service aboard the Simon Benson and here are 
excerpts as transcribed by his daughter, Gail Shulmire in 1998: 
 

 Journal by Gerald Martin Endicott Written aboard the SS Simon-Benson 
July 1943 to February 1944 

 
Dec 6, 1943 

Leaving Townsville [Queensland,Australia] 6 P.M. Bound for Buna  
[Japanese defensive position captured by U.S. and Australian troops June 1943 - 

ed] . The boys think this will be a hot trip.  
Dec 7 

7 ships and six escorts with us. This is the second ann. of the war Dec. 7.  
 

 
 

S.S. Simon Benson 
 
 

Dec 8 
Plowing along at about 8 knots. Saw some sharks. Quiet.  

Dec 9 
Four ships pulled out of convoy for Port Moresby (New Guinea – ed).  

Dec 10 
China Straits.  Stopped in Milne Bay (Australian base on eastern tip of New 

Guinea – ed) for orders - on to Buna.  
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Dec 11 
Arrived at Buna 10 A.M. Alert at 1:30 P.M. Hell of a place.  

Dec 12 
Starting to unload cargo.  Lots of invasion barges here.  

Dec 13 
Unloading cargo.  Lots of planes here and lots of Aussies.  

Dec 14 
40 Bombers took off here at 8:15 A.M. to bomb Gasmata, New Britain Island north 

of us.  
Dec 15 

Lots of planes flying over the ships. Thunderbolts and Lightning fighters.  
Dec 16 

Very quiet today.  Hear that our force landed on New Britain Is.  
Dec 17 

Went ashore today.  Mud (unreadable) and stink.  Beach littered with Jap landing 
barges.  There is quite a coconut grove here with all the tops of the trees blown off 

by naval gun fire.  Nothing left but the bare trunks.  Visited the American 
Cemetery, six hundred buried there-saw where one Jap sniper killed seventy 

Americans before they got him.  The Aussies collect Jap gold teeth.  
Dec Wed 22 

Leaving Buna at 11:20 A.M. Weather very hot, sea calm.  
Thur 23 

At sea. Very hot. On our way to Townsville and home I hope.  
Frid 24 

Cooler. Sea very calm. Nothing New.  
Sat 25 

Christmas and very drab.  Crew got drunk.  Nothing for me.  Six hours out of 
Townsville we are ordered by radio to turn about and go to Cairns, a small town 

north of Townsville.  
 

 Source: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/pageJ.html 

*** 
 
GILBERT G. ENDICOTT (July 9, 1919 - June 28, 2000) 
 He reenlisted in the Army in Spokane, Washington on August 19, 1942 and 
served as a Private.  He had been Regular Army before that.   His serial number 
was 39453767.  Ancestry.com shows that he was born in Missouri, had one year of 
high school, was 6 feet tall, weighed 154 pounds, and was unmarried at the time of 
enlistment.  
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 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
GILBERT G. ENDICOTT (1900 - ?) 
 His served in the Army and his serial number was 20842185.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
GILBERT I. ENDICOTT (1921 - ?) 
 He resided in Genesee County, Michigan and reenlisted in the Army in Flint, 
Michigan on October 15, 1940, in the infantry.  He had had prior military service.  
His serial number was 20631731.  His reenlistment record states that he had a 
grammar school education, was 72 inches tall, weighed 171 pounds, had been a 
farm hand in civil life, and was single with no dependents. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. Ancestry.com 

*** 
 
GOODWIN P. ENDICOTT 
 He served in the  Marine Corps.  The first muster roll record we have of him 
is as a Private in San Diego, California in 1933.  By December of that year, 
however, he was aboard the USS Augusta in Manila in the Philippines.   By May, 
1934, however, still a Private,  he was transferred to the USS Astoria in Bremerton, 
Washington.  In 1935, he was aboard the USS Henderson, in Cavite in the 
Philippines, and by June, 1935, with the Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion 4th 
Marine Regiment, in Shanghai, China.  In August, 1936, he left Shanghai aboard 
the USS Henderson and by October, was in the Marine Barracks in Mare Island, 
California.  From there he was sent to San Diego.  
 
 In California on June 14, 1937, he reenlisted and was promoted to Private 
First Class and was attached to a Reserve Unit in San Francisco, California.  In 
June, 1938, he was with the 13th Reserve District in Bremerton, Washington and 
was still there in December, 1940.  
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 On January 7, 1942, he reenlisted and was with Headquarters Company, 
Service Battalion in San Diego, California.  By April, 1943, he was a Gunnery 
Sergeant and with Casual Company, Marine Barracks, Naval Air Station, Moffett,  
California.  (A Casual Company is a unit awaiting reassignment.)   In October, 
1943, he was a First Sergeant with the Marine Detachment in Portsmouth, 
Virginia.  A year later, in October, 1944, he was with the First Casual Company, 
Guard Battalion, in San Diego, California. In April 1945, he was with the First 
Separation Company, also in San Diego. 
 
 In October, 1945, he was with Marine Supply Detachment #1, Service 
Squadron Ten, USS Carmita (Ix-152) based out of San Francisco, California. In 
July 1946, he was with the First Separation Company in San Diego again. 
 
 By January, 1947 he was a Master Sergeant and by August, 1950, still a 
Master Sergeant, he was serving at Headquarters Company, Headquarters Battalion 
of the 1st Marine Division.   By July 1952, he was a Lieutenant with Company C, 
Headquarters Marine Corps.   He eventually was promoted to Captain. 
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
  2.  http://yellowfootprints.com/forums/archive/index.php/t-  
 11572.html 

*** 
 
GORDON J. ENDICOTT (October 17, 1916 – September 19, 1993) 
 He was a Tec 4 Sergeant in the U.S. Army.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
HAROLD L. ENDICOTT (September 22, 1922 – April 15, 2007) 
 He was a Staff Sergeant in the U.S. Army Air Force.  He was the son of 
James Albert Endicott and Martha White Endicott. and retired as a manger with 
CSX Railroad. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=19004891 
 2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
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HAROLD W. ENDICOTT (1913 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Portland Oregon in 1943 and his serial number 
was 39334681. 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
HARRY J. ENDICOTT (February 15, 1911 – December 16, 2001) 
 He was a Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the National 
Memorial Cemetery of Arizona in Phoenix, Arizona.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

HARRY L. ENDICOTT  (September 19, 1917 – November 12, 1994) 
 He was in Naval Intelligence during the war.  He was born in Blue Springs, 
Missouri, the son of Harry and Georgia Endicott.  He attended Central High School 
and the University of Oklahoma.  After the war he was an appliance dealer in 
Oklahoma City for 35 years.   
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=6018762        

*** 
 
HENRY COYLE ENDICOTT 
 This man may be the same as Henry C. Endicott  who served in Korea (see 
Korean War chapter).  The source cited below says that he served not only in 
WWII but also in Korea and even Vietnam.   And indeed, there is a gravestone 
indicating that a Henry C. Endicott did serve in WWII and Korea.  But it does not 
mention Vietnam, and so far, no other records have appeared showing a Henry C. 
Endicott serving in Vietnam.   Another complication is the fact that the only 
enlistment records that have come to light so far regarding a  Henry C. Endicott, 
show that a man by that name enlisted on December 18, 1945, after WWII was 
over, so he did not technically serve in WWII.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 

*** 
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HERBERT ENDICOTT, JR. (1915- ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Evansville, Indiana in 1942 and his serial number 
was 35485824. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

HERMAN L. ENDICOTT (1917- ? ) 
 He resided in Creek County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army in Tulsa in 
1940 and his serial number was 18032755. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
HOWARD ENDICOTT (1907 - ?) 
 He resided in Logan County, West Virginia and enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington in 1942.  His serial number was 35433052. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

HOWARD ENDICOTT (1910 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Abingdon, Virginia in 1942 and his serial number 
was 33218279. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
HOWARD WILLIAM ENDICOTT (May 30, 1918 – December 31, 1995) 
 Howard  resided in Fayette County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army at 
Fort Thomas in Newport in 1941.  His serial number was 35123328. 
 
 He was a US Army (“Surgical Technician,” or “Military Occupation 
Specialty 861,” in Army parlance) attached to the 149th Infantry Regiment during 
General Douglas MacArthur’s campaign to retake the Philippines from the 
Japanese in late 1944 -1945.  Given the nickname “Pup” as a child, he grew up in 



 542 

Lexington, Kentucky, and graduated from the University of Kentucky’s College of 
Agriculture.  He was 5 feet 7 1/8 inches tall, had brown hair and hazel eyes.  
 
 Prior to WWII he was a member of the Kentucky National Guard and he 
was mobilized with the US Army on April 11, 1941.  He was discharged from 
active service on November 7, 1945 at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, with the rank of 
Technical Sergeant.   
 
 On the battlefield, the medic’s responsibility was to locate wounded men, 
quickly assess the severity of their wounds and immediately start to relieve the 
pain and suffering.   Often this involved the medic climbing out from the 
protection of a foxhole during enemy shelling or fire to help a fallen comrade. 
Once with the wounded man, the medic did a brief examination, evaluated the 
wound, applied a tourniquet to stop the bleeding if necessary, sometimes injected a 
vial of morphine, cleaned up the wound as best he could, sprinkled sulfa powder 
on it, and then applied a bandage.  He would then drag or carry the patient out of 
harm’s way and to the rear.  
 

History of Medics  
 
 We have seen in an earlier chapter on the Civil War how a soldier’s chances 
of surviving illness or wounding were not very good.  In World War II, however, 
his chances were much better and the first line of defense was Howard – the Army 
medics, or corpsmen, as they are called in the Navy and Marines.  
 
 During the Civil War, 50 percent or more of the men admitted to hospitals 
died; during World War I, it was 8 percent; and during World War II, it was down 
to 4 percent.  Drugs such as sulfanilamide and penicillin and advanced surgical 
techniques made these improvements possible, but even more important was 
speeding up the initial treatment and stabilization of casualties, which is what 
Howard did.  As a result, during World War II, a wounded soldier had an 85% 
chance of survival if he was treated by a medic and evacuated within the first 
hour.  This figure was three times higher than the World War I rate. (In Vietnam 
the figure rose even higher, to 98%).   
 
 As with so much else in modern military structure, medics originated in 
Napoleon’s army in 1790, when a corps of soldiers was trained to aid casualties 
and bring them to mobile field hospitals. Prior to that, the wounded had to wait 
until the battle was over and their buddies could drag them to the rear. 



 543 

 During the Civil War, starting with the battle of Antietam, the Union Army 
of the Potomac, under the direction of Dr. Jonathan Letterman,  created its own 
system of vehicles, organizations, facilities, and personnel for the treatment and 
evacuation of the wounded.  
 
 But modern medics really grew out of the Geneva Convention of 1864, 
when 16 nations (the U.S. didn’t sign until 1882), adopted the First Geneva 
Convention to save lives, alleviate the suffering of wounded and sick military 
personnel, and to protect trained medical personal in the act of rendering aid.  
According to the Geneva Convention, knowingly firing at a medic wearing clear 
insignia is a war crime.  Of significance to Howard Endicott, however, was the fact 
that Japan never signed the Geneva Convention and often fired on medics.  
 
 In World War I, there really weren't any combat medics in the World War II 
sense.   There was, however,  more attention paid to evacuating the wounded and 
getting them to a doctor quicker.   For example, France had an ambulance corps for 
this purpose and some Americans, such as Thorndike Howe Endicott (see above) 
served in it prior to U.S. entry into the war.  By 1917, though, the United States 
had created a (temporary) US Army Ambulance Service of its own. 
 
 During the World Wars, the Germans, who were signatories to the Geneva 
Convention, usually did not fire on medics – as long as they could clearly identify 
them.  But in WWII, interrogation of German POWS in North Africa in 1943 
revealed that they had a hard time identifying medics because the red cross arm 
brassard on the left arm that was the only identification U.S. medics wore then, 
was often not visible, so the Germans just fired on the medics like everyone else.  
As a result, medics started painting red crosses directly on their helmets, such as 
you see in the Hollywood movies, and gradually this was done throughout the 
European Theater (with the exception of the Normandy landings).  But it was 
never an official policy governed by any US military regulations and there was a 
lot of variety in paint jobs. 
 
 In the Pacific Theater, where Howard was up against the Japanese, however, 
it was a different matter since the Japanese routinely fired on American medics.  
Wearing a big red cross on your helmet was just an inviting target, so medics in the 
Philippines did not do it.  
 

Training of WWII Medics 
 
 From 1942 -1944, the U.S. had four Medical Replacement Training Centers: 
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Camp Pickett, Virginia.; Camp Barkeley, Texas; Camp Grant, Indiana;  and Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, and during WWII, over 293,000 personnel were trained there. 
 
 The training of medics usually consisted of three phases: 
 

• Phase 1 - 2 weeks. The equivalent of Basic Training, in which medics 
learned basic military principles, such as marching and taking care of 
uniforms.  

 
• Phase II -  6 weeks.  Medical skills were taught that included providing 

first aid to sick and wounded soldiers, recognizing diseases and wounds, 
treating minor wounds and lacerations, treating casualties for shock, 
stopping bleeding by tourniquet and pressure dressings, giving morphine 
injections, and applying leg and arm splints.  

  
    Also, during this phase medics learned evacuation of the injured 
    by various means, including litter training.  Finally, they learned             
basic operatory skills to be able to assist a doctor in a combat         
hospital, such as by preparing patients for operations, assisting in the     operating 
room,  and proper sterilization procedures.  
 
 *  Phase III.  In phase three a master field problem was conducted       
to incorporate all of the skills learned in Phase I and II.  
 

Medics in Action 
 
 In World War II combat, at least two medics, or “Company Aidmen” as they 
were officially called, of the Company Aid Squad were usually assigned to each 
rifle company.  Each medic was equipped with two canvas pouches containing 
first-aid packets, bandages, Emergency Medical Tags (EMTs), and other medical 
items necessary for administering first aid. 
 
 Here is the ideal sequence of 4 events that would happen when dealing with 
casualties.  
 
1. MESSAGE SENT.  Shortly after a soldier was wounded, a message would be 
sent back to the forward Aid Station, located 300 -- 1000 yards from the front, 
where a Sergeant and 4 litter-bearers would always be on hand.  They would rush 
up to the line with a litter.  
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2. MEDIC TREATS THE CASUALTY. While this is going on,  a medic like 
Howard would administer first-aid on the spot, usually consisting of stopping the 
bleeding, putting sulfanilamide powder on the wound, bandaging it, and giving 
wound pills.  The medic would also attach to the casualty’s clothing an  
Emergency Medical Tag (EMT) bearing the casualty’s  name, organization, a brief 
description of the injury and treatment given.  The EMT would remain with the 
casualty until he was ready for duty again or he reached a fixed hospital. Often the 
medic would do all this under enemy gunfire or artillery shelling.   
 
3. AID STATION.  By the time the medic was done, the litter team would be there 
and carry the casualty to the where he could be rushed to the Aid Station, usually 
one to three miles to the rear.   At the Aid Station, a physician would remove the 
first-aid bandage, make a proper diagnosis, apply a more permanent bandage, 
administer blood plasma and morphine to reduce pain if needed, and make the 
patient comfortable. If the casualty was only slightly wounded, after treatment he 
would be sent back to his company again.  In all cases, Aid Station lists would be 
prepared, giving data on casualties passing through the Station and their 
disposition. 
 
3. CLEARING COMPANY. For more seriously wounded soldiers, after treatment 
at the Aid Station, the casualty would be rushed back to a Clearing Company, 
pretty far in the rear, this time by a comfortable ambulance which stood ready for 
action at the Aid Station. At the Clearing Company, if the wound required it, the 
casualty would be given an emergency operation or attention. The Clearing 
Company would be well-staffed and well equipped.  
 
4. EVACUATION HOSPITAL.  Then the casualty would be taken by ambulance 
to an Evacuation Hospital further back where first-class attention would be 
administered. If the wound were so severe that the casualty would not improve 
very soon, he would be shipped back even further to a General Hospital, and 
eventually back to the United States.  
 

Howard’s Unit – 149th infantry Regiment 
 

 The 149th Infantry regiment was part of  38th infantry Division, called “The 
Avengers of Bataan,” by Douglas MacArthur because the division recaptured that 
area from the Japanese in 1944-45, thus vindicating MacArthur’s 1941 promise, “I 
shall return!” 
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 The 38th was activated on January 17, 1941 from a National Guard Division 
composed of men from Indiana, Kentucky and West Virginia.  It was sent overseas 
on January 3, 1944, arriving in Hawaii on January 17, 1944, where it received 
further training from July to November.   
 
 In December it moved to Leyte in the Philippines – and into the war fast, 
with the 149th leading the way.  Leyte is an island in the south of the Philippines 
and was a stepping-stone to the liberation of Manila to the north later on.  On 
December 6, 1944, when 350 Japanese paratroopers from the  16th and 26th army 
divisions combined with the 3rd and 4th Airborne Raiding Regiments attempted to 
capture the Buri, Bayug, and San Pablo airfields on Leyte, and blunt the U.S. 
offensive, the 149th Infantry Regiment, which had not been in combat before, was 
among those ordered to stop them.  This it did by December 11, but with heavy 
casualties.   
 
 The 149th then defended the airfields until relieved on January 4, 1945.  
Although the Japanese had destroyed minor fuel and supply dumps and a few 
American aircraft, delayed airfield construction, and isolated Fifth Air Force 
headquarters for five days, they had not appreciably delayed the Leyte operation 
and thus had not taken the initiative away from MacArthur’s efforts to retake the 
Philippines.  
 
 That was just the beginning.  The 38t h then spearheaded the drive that 
annihilated Japanese forces on Bataan in the battle to liberate Luzon, the northern-
most big island of the Philippines, where the capital, Manila, is located.  The 
Division made a famous landing at Subic Bay, landing on Bataan Peninsula on 
January 29, 1945.  While the landing itself was unopposed, the 38th subsequently 
endured 16 days of fierce fighting to smash through an intricate maze of 
fortifications at Zig-Zag Pass, held by the Japanese Special Naval Landing Force  
(elite Japanese marines).  The Pass was key to the capture of the Bataan 
Peninsula.    
 
 While one division regimental combat team from the 38th Division made an 
amphibious landing at Mariveles on the tip of the Bataan Peninsula, another force 
struck swiftly down the east coast through Balanga, Pilar and across the neck of 
land to Bagac, the Bataan Death March route of 1941, to gain control of the entire 
peninsula.   
 
 Some units of the 38th then landed at D plus 4, on Corregidor, the island off 
the shore of Luzon controlling entrance to Manila harbor, to assist in defeating a 
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strong Japanese garrison there. The division was then divided up into three 
regimental combat teams.   
 
 One team mopped up remnants of enemy troops on the Bataan 
Peninsula.  Another team struck against powerful Japanese defenses in the 
Zambales mountain ranges, north of the Bataan peninsula, while the third 
regimental combat team captured the remaining three islands beside Corregidor – 
Cabello, Fort Drum and Carabao – - guarding the entrance to Manila Bay.   
 
 Later, in May 1945, the 38th Division was sent to the Marakina watershed to 
free Eastern Luzon and help preserve Manila’s water supply.  This involved 
fighting in the Sierra Madre mountains northeast of Manila against Japanese forces 
on the Shinbu Line, an area made almost impassable by difficult terrain and a well-
developed  interlocking series of caves, pillboxes, tunnels and artillery 
emplacements.   
 
 Here the 38th defeated the Japanese in a series of bitterly contested 
engagements culminating in the seizing of the Marakina River line and the capture 
of strategic Wawa Dam, an important source of water supply to Manila.   Division 
troops fought the Japanese in the bamboo thickets and mountainous terrain of the 
Marakina area up to and after V-J Day.  The 38th returned to the U.S. on October 
30, 1945 and was inactivated on November 10, 1945. 
 
 Howard wrote a number of letters while serving in the Philippines but spoke 
little of his military service other than to say that it was “grueling,” that the 
mosquitoes were huge and followed you like magnets, that he had given a dying 
soldier an injection of morphine to ease his pain, and generally that “no one should 
have to go through this.” 
  
  Instead, he talked a lot about horses, as his daughter, Delia Montgomery 
recounts: 
 
 His army letters were all about racing thoroughbreds and he maintained 
 his subscriptions to The Blood-Horse and Thoroughbred  Record magazines 
 throughout his service. His love letters to my mother included much about 
 horses. He served as farm manager of  Mildred Woolwine's White Oaks 
 Farm from1950-56. He managed Dan and Ada L. Rice's Danada Farm in 
 Lexington until 1976 and bred  1965 Kentucky Derby winner Lucky 
 Debonair (ridden by the famous jockey Willie Shoemaker who was 4’11” 
 and 95 lbs – ed}.). He also bred Advocator who finished 2nd in the 
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 Kentucky Derby in 1966. The  first time I ever saw a man cry with joy was 
 when he walked out of the winner's circle to the celebration room at 
 Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky. I was 12 years old. 
 
 However, in an Aril 21, 1944  Howard typed a long letter to friends Charlie 
and Bud Kenney describing the difficulties of fighting in the jungle and it’s worth 
quoting at some length:  
 
 Since I cannot send you any thoroughbred news, which is the theeeee topic 
 with me, I will try to tell a few printable experiences I have had  and 
 witnessed on this side of a very pretty, deep Pacific Ocean…  
 
 … If  you picture a jungle like Daryl Zanuck or Cecil DeMille  presents 
 from Hollywood or one like Tarzen jumps around in like a plain damn 
 fool, then that one would be a nice, romantic place…but  this one I am 
 going to tell you about is none of the foregoing…. 
 
 …we set out in single file.  This was a reconnaissance mission.  A supply 
 dump, held by the enemy, was 2500 yards to our front.  It’s only chance of 
 being taken was by forcing a way through the jungle…The sun  had gone 
 down and we figured to have about another hour of daylight at least… 
 
 …Already it was the thickest, tangled undergrowth a fellow can 
 possibly get through.  There was no certain gait.   Boy, did the thorns  on 
 certain leaves and branches prick.  After a matter of time you get used 
 to thousands of minute explosions passing through your skin… 
 
 …In no direction could you see more than 12 feet in front of you.  Except 
 for looking straight up to the sky and for many minutes at a  time this was 
 even obliterated… Darkness finally came and with it a panicky feeling.  
 You said over and over to yourself, “I mustn’t get  separated from my 
 buddies.”  
 
 Now you couldn’t even see your hand in front of your face.  This is no joke 
 and it’s not funny when you have to feel your way along  You crack your 
 shins hundreds of times a day; they become so sore that you don’t 
 realize the pain, because you have only one thing on your mind:
 accomplishing the mission and get the hell out…. 
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 …It was amazing to be crawling along on this ground and at the next two  
 or three minutes find yourself about 12 feet in the air…the undergrowth and 
 thickets were so dense that you would actually climb them without realizing 
 it… 
 
 …In the jungle all officers and enlisted men are addressed as Mike, Joe 
 ….never by Lt. Capt. Or Sergeant. Any enemy sniper would pick off the 
 man that was addressed in a military manner. Also all insignia  denoting 
 rank and such are removed… 
 
 We heard the enemy machine guns blazing away to our right, sounded 
 as though they may have been firing about 200 or 250 yards ahead.   We 
 decided then that the best thing to do was to go for those guns.   We set out.  
 The bullets were going very high and not the least bit dangerous.  Every 
 now and then the enemy would set off a TNT charge nearby, and 
 sometimes too close for comfort.  A favorite trick to divert your attention 
 was enemy firecrackers being tossed about.   You soon learn to be alert to 
 this sort of trickery… 
 
 …Finally we came upon a stream…The only thing to do was to press on, 
 so we plunged right on in….we sank to our mid region in the mud…It 
 makes you  raving mad, but the weather is warm enough so that you don’t 
 remain wet for long, especially when you are moving.  
 
 …the enemy set up a couple of flares high into the night air.  The whole 
 jungle seemed to light up. Of course their aim was trying to detect the 
 patrols moving toward them.  This was more of an aid to us than them.  The 
 Lt. and I were nearing that gun placed in the middle of our passage way to 
 be.  Slowly and quietly we crawled toward this baby which was really 
 spitting the lead out, but very high… 
 
 …All of a sudden the gun’s crew stopped firing.  We crawled closer.   The 
 ginks operating the gun were getting ready to reload another belt of slugs.   
 I stood up then and stumbled right into the muzzle of the  gun.  At that 
 moment I happened to think, boy suppose they had started shooting…They 
 were surprised when we took over and we got the credit for finding this 
 gun…We figured that to go 2500 yards it took us 4 hours… 
 
 …Jap pill boxes are excellently constructed.  They are stubborn, can resist 
 any bombing or shelling.  They are usually constructed in a spider web or 
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 wagon wheel pattern.  That is, they have a center pill box and several 
 arranged around this center one with underground  tunnels leading to each 
 other.  They are deep in the ground, rarely seen. They have an entrance 
 just wide enough for a Jap to crawl through.  They are built of concrete, 
 over this sandbags, over this logs, over this dirt, over this more sand. In a 
 jungle they can be very mean.   That is why we have to have patrol parties 
 to search out their whereabouts and report back their strength.   In the final 
 stages the American soldier has to go in and dig the Jap out…the flame-
 thrower has proven itself very adept at this operation.  You would be 
 surprised at their simplicity and power.   One of the funniest things to 
 happen on one of the islands was a Jap trying to fight a flamethrower with 
 an ordinary pump-like fire extinguisher.  He perished…. 
 
 Adding to the stubbornness of these enemy held strong points, the Jap  uses 
 a smokeless powder.  Hell, you don’t know where his is shooting from, he 
 is so expertly camouflaged.  You just can’t depend on sound and this makes 
 this final mopping up by our infantry an ordeal. 
 
 …Thought I would just drop in and tell you a few things about a war that 
 is going on out here.  You know lots of folks back home don’t seem to 
 realize it… 
 
 ….Before I go, I will tell you that I have just been selected to represent 
 my outfit as a correspondent in the public relations department on future 
 operations…We figure the Marines were overdoing their share of publicity, 
 and so we will have to challenge them… 
 
 The following is Howard’s line in America: 
 
 * John - 1588-1665 
 * Zerrubbabel - 1635-1684 
 * Joseph - 1672-1747 
 * Joseph - 1711-1749 
 * Thomas - 1737-1831 
 * William - 1778-1811 
 * Aaron - 1808-1869 
 * Lafayette - 1847-1926 
 * Thomas - 1877-1949 
 * Howard – 1918 – 1995 
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 His nephew, Samuel Endicott (see below) was an Army  
combat engineer.  
  
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
2. April 4 email correspondence with daughter, Delia Montgomery.  
3. http://www.mtaofnj.org/content/WWII%20Combat%20Medic%20-

%20Dave%20Steinert/index.htm 
4. http://www.mtaofnj.org/content/WWII%20Combat%20Medic%20-

%20Dave%20Steinert/WWII%20Medic%20Helmets%20and%20Markings.ht
m 

5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_Infantry_Division_(United_States)#World_
War_II 

6. http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/USA-P-Return/USA-P-Return-17.html 
7. http://aad.archives.gov 
8. Howard’s April 21, 1944 letter supplied by nephew Samuel 

Endicott on 7-4-12.  
*** 

 
HOWARD W. ENDICOTT (1920 -?)) 
 He resided in Stanislaus County, California and enlisted in the Army in 
Modesto in 1941.  He had been in the National Guard before that.  His serial 
number was 20909586. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
HUDSON A. ENDICOTT (1914- ?) 
 He resided in Stark County, Ohio  and enlisted in the Army in Akron in 
1943.  His serial number was 35232769. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
H. WENDELL ENDICOTT  (1880 – 1954) 
 As a member of the Massachusetts Committee on Public Safety, he authored 
a  number of reports on British military readiness for the U.S. War Department, 
including: 
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• Report re: Factory defense (British) based on investigation made in 

England October 17, to November 8, 1941. 
 

• Supplementary report re: British home guard, based on investigation 
made in England October 17th to November 8th, 1941. 

 
• Report re: Key Points intelligence branch, Ministry of home security, 

Home Office (British): Vulnerable points (British) and vulnerable points 
advisor ... constabulary. London, November 1941. 

 
 In early 1941, when the threat of a German invasion of Britain was still by 
no means out of the question, even an invasion of America was not unimaginable. 
As a result, at the request of the U.S. War Department, Wendell Endicott, a 
representative of the Massachusetts Committee on Public Safety, traveled to 
England to research 3 reports on British military preparedness. 
 
 The one on the origins and development of the British Home Guard is an 
example.   Established in 1940 and originally named the Local Defense 
Volunteers, the Home Guard was both an early warning force and the last line of 
defense in case of a German invasion.   
 
 The report on the British Home Guard, which was classified during the war, 
provides a detailed study of the organization, training, and armament of the Home 
Guard; its role in guarding against parachute troops (bringing about the nickname 
"Parashots"); and its potential as a guerrilla and sabotage force in the event of a 
full-scale invasion.  
 
 Often viewed in retrospect as a "Dad's Army" of the elderly, this report 
makes clear the gravity with which an all-out German attack was viewed at the 
time, as well as British plans to "set England ablaze" via sabotage and irregular 
warfare if such an attack succeeded. 
 
 Besides these reports, Wendell was a Principal of the Endicott-Johnson She 
Company founded by his father, Henry Bradford Endicott (see above), on the 
Board of Directors of Sears Roebuck & Co., President of Boston Opera Company; 
and on the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Opera Company.  
 
 He was also an avid outdoorsman and he traveled to many parts of the world 
on hunting and fishing expeditions. 
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 His home, built by the renowned New York Architect, Charles Platt in 1934, 
is now the MIT Endicott House, a conference facility for The Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, located in Dedham, Massachusetts.   He married Priscilla 
Maxwell; and they had 3 children: Bradford, Priscilla and Martha. 
 
 Sources: 

1.  British War Office Category CAB 106, The National Archives, 
Kew, London, England 

2. www.alibris.com/booksearch?qwork=15886116&matches=3&cm_
sp=works*listing*title 

3. http://www.mitendicotthouse.org/about_history.htm 
 

*** 
 

ILMI NIEMI ENDICOTT (May 20, 1909 - August 24, 1997) 
 One source says she served as a BM2 in the U.S. Navy during WWII.  
Another says she served as Private in the U.S. Army, but doesn’t specify when.  
She is buried in the Willamette national Cemetery in Portland, Oregon.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.ancientfaces.com/person/ilmi-niemi-endicott/122540945 
2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/InternmentExtracts.html 

*** 
IRA ENDICOTT (1915 - ?)  
 He resided in Niobrara County, Wyoming and reenlisted, in the Army,  at 
Camp Barkeley in 1942. He had had previous National Guard service.  His serial 
number was 20837029.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
IRA W. ENDICOTT (January 10, 1923 – April 30, 1988) 
 He resided in Cherokee County, Kansas and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Leavenworth in 1943.  His serial number was 37503474.  He was a PFC serving in 
the European theater.  Subsequently, he worked at Tinker Air Force Base before 
retiring in 1975.  
 
 Sources: 
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  1. http://aad.archives.gov 
*** 

 
IRVIN E. ENDICOTT (1923 - ?) 
 He resided in Sedgwick County, Kansas and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Leavenworth in 1943.  His serial number was 37519437. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
IRVIN O. ENDICOTT (December 10, 1904 - September 14, 1974) 
 He was born in Oregon and was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army, enlisting on 
May 4, 1942 and being discharged on April 6, 1943.  He died in Contra Costa, 
California and is buried in the Willamette National Cemetery in Portland, Oregon.  
 
 The 1920 Census has an Ervin Endicott  -- different spelling -- “Born about 
1906”, age 14, living in Boise, Idaho, whose father, John Endicott, and Mother, 
Claire Endicott, were born in Missouri and Kansas, respectively.  It is known from 
other sources that Irvin’s parents were born in these places, so it seems likely that 
despite the discrepancy in birth dates, Ervin is Irvin. 
 
 The 1930 Census shows Irvin O. living as a boarder in Contra Costa, 
California. 
 
 The 1940 Census lists him as divorced and living in a dormitory in Shasta, 
California.  It says his “inferred residence in 1935 was Oakland, Alameda, 
California.”  
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry. Com military and U.S. Census records 
*** 

 
ISAAC ENDICOTT (July 7, 1921 – February 25, 2007)  
 He was a Private First Class in the U.S. Army.   He resided in Lane County, 
Oregon and enlisted in the Army at Eugene in 1940 from the National Guard.  His 
serial number was 20931740. He is buried in the Willamette National Cemetery in 
Portland, Oregon. 
 
 Sources:  
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1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
IVAN ROY ENDICOTT (June 18, 1919 - March 25, 1995) 
 He was born in Kansas, resided in San Diego, California and enlisted in the 
Army at Fort MacArthur, in San Pedro on June 6,1944.  His serial number was 
39588054.  He was a Private and was wounded in Luxembourg on January 8, 
1945.  He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Endicott of Santa Ana, California.  
His wife was Reva Perry Endicott. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://interactive.ancestry.com/2228/31805_00025217-02627 

*** 
 

JACK J. ENDICOTT (1927 - ?)          
 He resided in King County, Washington  and reenlisted in Seattle in  1945.  
He had been Regular Army before that.  His serial number was 19195992. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
JACK L. ENDICOTT (1927 - ?) 
 He resided in Chautauqua County, Kansas and enlisted in the Army at Forth 
Leavenworth in 1945.  His serial number was 37819805. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

JAKE ENDICOTT (1901 - ?) 
 He resided in Wayne County, West Virginia and enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington in 1942.  His serial number was 35436802. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
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JAMES B. ENDICOTT (1909 - ?) 
 He resided in Rock County, Wisconsin and enlisted in the Army in 
Milwaukee in 1942.  His serial number was 16134196.  
 
 Sources: 
  a1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

JAMES GEORGE ENDICOTT (September 20, 1918 - February 3, 2013) 
 He retired from the U.S. Army as a Sergeant Major, having  served during 
WWII, Korea, and Vietnam.  He enlisted in the Army in Oklahoma City in 1941 
and his serial number was 38019413. 
 
 He was born in Pawnee County, Oklahoma, the son of William Nelson and 
Hazel Tula (Batten) Endicott.  Starting in 1936, except for his military service, 
which was extensive, he was a resident of Noble County, Oklahoma. 
 
 He married Maxine Schwartz on March 1, 1942 and they had one son and 3 
daughters.  After retiring from the Army with 24 years of service, he and Maxine 
lived for 35 years on the family farm where they were married.  Jim went to work 
for the Charles Machine Works in 1968 and retired from that in 1980.   
 
 He was a talented mechanic and owned a number of old cars, including a 
1949 Plymouth,  a 1927 Model T, and 1929 Model A.  The Model T was especially 
dear to him because when he was a boy, his family traveled from Oklahoma to 
Pueblo, Colorado in a brand new 1927 Model T. (1927 was the last year Ford made 
the Model T and the first year it made the Model A.)  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://obit.funeralnet.com/obitdisplay.html?task=Print&id=1171501&listi
 ng=Current 
 2.  http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

JAMES H. ENDICOTT 1919 -?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Chicago, Illinois in 1941 and his serial number 
was 36043401. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 
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*** 
 
JAMES H. ENDICOTT (1923 - ?) 
 He resided in Franklin County, Ohio and enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington, West Virginia in 1943.  His serial number was 35660098. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
JAMES M. ENDICOTT (March 30,1913 – February 26, 1985) 
 He resided in Bexar County, Texas and enlisted in the Army in San Antonio 
in 1945. He was  a Staff Sergeant in the U.S. Army Air Force and his serial 
number was 06293569.  He is buried in the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery 
in San Antonio, Texas. 
 
 Sources: 
 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
2. http://aad.archives.gov 
3. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
JAMES NOLAND ENDICOTT (September 10,1920 – July 1, 1996) 
 He resided in St. Louis County and enlisted in the Army at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri in 1942.  He was a Private First Class and his serial number 
was 17076951.  He is buried in the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. 
Louis, Missouri.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=81918613 
3. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
JAMES P. ENDICOTT  
 He resided in Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts and enlisted in the 
Army in 1939. His serial number was 06148413.  
 
 Sources: 
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  1. http://aad.archives.gov 
*** 

JAMES ROBERT ENDICOTT (September 30, 1921 - ) 
 You could call Jim Endicott the “Musical Marine” because he was such a 
good musician that before the war, among other things, he was accepted to sing in 
a professional opera troupe.  And then he was a US Marine in WWII battling the 
Japanese––pretty unusual combination! 
 

Jim was born and raised in Carmi, White County, Illinois, the son of Cyril 
Endicott, who served in WWI (see WWI chapter) and Madge Endicott.  His 
descent from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 
 

Governor John 
 Zerubbable 
 Joseph 
 Joseph 
 Thomas 
 Moses 
 Joseph 
 George 
 James Martin  
 Cyril 
 James Robert  
 
   Jim graduated from High School in 1940.  While there he became a 
musician, learning how to play several instrument and becoming an accomplished 
tenor. 
 
 After high school he enrolled at Murray State College in Murray, Kentucky, 
majoring in political science and minoring in music, and got in two years there 
before having to go off to the war.    At Murray Jim also took special voice lessons 
and was a lead tenor.  In 1943 he and a friend even tried out for the St Louis 
Municipal Opera and both were accepted. But three weeks later Jim had to report 
to the Marine Corps.   
 

 Jim had enlisted in the Marine Corps on September 3, 1942. “I was thinking 
about the Army, but all my buddies joined the Marine Corps, so I did, too.”   His 
service number was 459497.   
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By July, 1943, he was with a Navy V-12 unit at Millsaps College in Jackson, 
Mississippi.  The V-12 program benefited both the Navy and American colleges.  
The Navy faced a shortage of officers in WWII the V-12 program was a way of 
getting more. 
 
 The program’s purpose was to help finance bachelor's degrees for future 
officers and enlisted men in both the Navy and the Marine Corps.   The colleges 
benefited because the Depression had led to declining college enrollments for 
financial reasons.  The V-12 program, through which the Navy paid tuition in 
exchange for the recipient serving in the military for a set number of years, did 
much to change this.  Between July 1, 1943, and June 30, 1946, more than 125,000 
men were enrolled in the V-12 program in 131 colleges and universities in the 
United States (50,000 of them were in the Marine Corps). 
 

Boot camp 

 Jim did not complete the V-12 program, however, and instead went to 
Marine Corps boot camp at San Diego, California––a “Hollywood Marine.”  But 
there wasn’t much time for singing.  

  At a 2011 Pride Night event at Carmi High School, Jim admitted he entered 
the Corps as a “cream puff” - his words. He said he had not been an athlete in 
school but was instead a musician. He played in the band and sang in the choir.  

 He remembers boot camp, which Marine Corps historical records say lasted 
8 weeks at that time, as being a terrible shock from college and his drill instructor 
as being especially mean and talking to them “like dogs.” Unimpressed by Jim’s 
musical ability, the D.I. focused on training him and the others to climb a 16-foot 
rope from floor to ceiling, go straight up over a 12-foot wall and jump 45 feet into 
water, the kind of a jump one would need if on a sinking ship. 

 But after surviving boot camp, Jim able to do music again.  He was stationed 
in San Diego with the Marine Corps band where he played trumpet in parades and 
events.   
 

Sent to the Pacific 
 

But by October, 1943, with the rank of Field Music First Class, Jim was 
serving with the 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, “in the field.”   While he was a 
musician, the Musical Marine was a fighter first, and the Marine Corps needed 
front-line fighters right then, so Jim was sent to the Pacific, first to Hawaii. 
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 While sailing to Hawaii in a task force, they believed they were being 
tracked by a Japanese submarine, so depth charging ensued until it was assumed 
the sub had been sunk or was otherwise gone. 
 
 Jim remembers a breath-taking entrance into Pearl Harbor–– terrible 
destruction in the midst of beauty.  Then after 3 days, he went to Hilo and Camp 
Tarawa, named after the recently concluded battle of Tarawa (November 20-23, 
1943), to join the 2nd Division as it was preparing for the invasion of Saipan. 
 

Camp Tarawa 
 
 Jim was lucky not to have been in the 2nd Division a bit earlier, in the battle 
for Tarawa because 1,000 Marines were killed there and another 2,000 were 
wounded.  The tide was lower than expected, landing craft could not get to shore, 
and Marines had to wade 500 yards to shore under murderous Japanese fire.   
 

Camp Tarawa was situated between the volcanic peaks of Mauna Kea and 
Mauna Loa.  2nd Division Marines had been sent there straight from the bloody battle 
for Tarawa and had to build the campsite themselves.  The Marines who trained 
there knew it for its harsh and dusty conditions.  

(After the 2d Marine Division left for Saipan, the 5th Marine Division 
moved into the base and trained for the Battle of Iwo Jima.  The base was closed 
for good in November 1945.) 

Camp Tarawa was chosen by Marine commanders because the colder 
climate was beneficial to Marines still suffering with malaria symptoms from 
the Guadalcanal Campaign.  Furthermore, the nearby Parker Ranges were excellent 
training areas because the leadership thought that the Marines' next fight would be 
in mountainous terrain.  From Camp Tarawa, Jim shipped out for the invasion of 
Saipan.   

Saipan  
The battle of Saipan in the Mariana islands was from June 15 – July 9, 1944 

and Jim was in it.  Music would have to wait a bit.   
 
The Allies wanted Saipan as an air base from which to  launch long-range 

B-29 bombers directly at Japan’s home islands.  The Allied invasion fleet for 
Saipan left Pearl Harbor on June 5, 1944 and landings on Saipan began at 0700 on 
June 15.   About 8,000 Marines were landed on the west coast of Saipan by about 
0900.  
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Coral poisoning 
 

 Jim remembers clambering down the cargo nets slung over the side of his 
transport ship into the 36-foot long Higgins boat that would take him to the beach.  
“The waves were 10-12 feet high,” he said, “so you had to be really careful when 
getting into the Higgins boat and time your entry just right.  Otherwise you could 
get killed.” 

After reaching shore amidst the explosions of Japanese fire, Jim’s Higgins 
boat tipped, tossing Jim onto the coral.  He was cut up by the coral and  “got 
hauled off to camp for treatment for coral poisoning.” Turns our that some corals 
emit toxins that can cause serious illness, especially if you have extensive cuts.  
 

Ironically, though, this may have saved Jim’s life, because by the time he 
was released, the main battle was over and there was need only for “mopping up” 
operations.  Before that, a number of Jim’s buddies had been killed.  So, for 
instance, Jim missed the massive but futile Japanese Banzai charge on July 7, the 
biggest one of the war.   He called it a  “Sake charge” because the Japanese had to 
get drunk on Sake to fortify themselves for the suicidal charge.   

 
Of the entire Japanese Saipan garrison of about 29,000, most were killed, 

although, incredibly a Japanese-speaking Marine, Guy Gabaldon, acting alone, was 
able to talk more than 800 of them into surrendering.  2,949 Americans were killed 
and 10,464 wounded, out of 71,000 who landed.  Approximately 5,000 civilians 
also died, some of them committing suicide by jumping off cliffs at the urging of 
the Japanese.    

 
After the war, one Japanese Admiral said “Our war was lost with the loss of 

Saipan."  Indeed, it was such a heavy defeat the Japanese removed Prime Minister 
Hideki Tojo, who was responsible for Pearl Harbor attack, and his entire cabinet.  

 
Jim sings to the troops 

 
After he battle, Jim was able to make a musical curtain call.  United Service 

Organization (USO) bands were sent in to entertain the troops on Saipan and Jim 
was invited to sing for them, which he did.  He even met Betty Hutton, a famous 
actress, dancer and singer, “for about 10’ minutes”, he recalls, before they went on.  
“She got a better hand than I did!” Jim muses. 

 
After Saipan, came the battle for Tinian on July 24- August 1, 1944 .  But 
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while the 2nd Marine Division was in on that attack, it was only part of the 
Division, and the other part, Jim’s part, stayed at Saipan to get ready for the 
invasion of Okinawa. 
 

Okinawa 
 

 After Saipan came Okinawa and once again Jim was lucky because the 2nd  

Division remained offshore in reserve on ships, staging diversions to confuse the 
Japanese.   
 

On April 1, 1945, at the same time as the main attack on Okinawa occurred, 
the 2nd Marine Division conducted an elaborate, full-scale fake landing (officially 
called a “turnaway landing”) off the Minatoga beaches on the southeastern coast.  
“There we were, all 20,000 of us waiting off shore,” as Jim put it. 
 
 2nd Division Marines came right up to the beaches and then pulled back to 
the ships and stayed there in reserve.  It fooled the Japanese into moving most of 
their army to the southeastern location and away from the main attack, which 
landed relatively unopposed.    
 

The next day, the 2nd Marine Division conducted another feint on the 
southeastern beaches. After that, they remained in floating reserve until April 10 
when they were sent back to Saipan. 
 

Kamikaze onslaught 
 
 Jim’s force didn’t emerge unscathed, however, because the Japanese 
launched ferocious Kamikaze attacks on the Allied ships off Okinawa, the biggest 
such attacks of the war.  The attacks eventually killed more than 4,000 US sailors, 
wounded 4,000 more, sank 36 Allied ships, and damaged 386 others.  
 

To repel the Kamikazes, Jim said “Our troop ship was firing so much the 
ship got so hot the paint was peeling off parts of it.”  Can’t exactly sing, with all 
that going on. 

 
Eventually, the Allies shot down 1,465 of the Kamikazes.  But according to 

a U.S. Air Force source, 14 percent of Kamikazes survived to score a hit on a ship 
and nearly 8.5 percent of all ships hit by Kamikazes sank.  Besides suicide 
airplanes, the Japanese used some suicide motorboats at Okinawa called Shinyos. 
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 After completing their mission of fooling the Japanese and fending off 
Kamikazes, Jim went with the 2nd Division back to Saipan. But on the voyage their 
ships were weaving continuously for 2 straight days and the men didn’t understand 
why.  Jim said they were later told it was to draw out the Japanese battleship 
Yamato, the world’s largest warship at the time, which was then sunk on April 7, 
1945.   
 
 On the way back to Saipan, it was announced over the PA system said 
President Roosevelt had died on April 12, 1945.   
 

Typhoon 
 

Also on the voyage to Saipan, they encountered a typhoon and giant 40-foot 
waves.  Most people aboard got seasick, but not Jim.  He says that only he and one 
other guy were in the galley eating.  “The galley was slick with vomit; you could 
skid all the way across the floor on it,” he remembers.  Jim was able to convince 
his seasick bunkmate to switch bunks so Jim could be the one on the top. 
 

Once they got to Saipan they were there for several weeks gearing up for 
final invasion of Kyushu, the southwestern-most part of Japan’s main island.  
 

Atom bombs 
 
 Dropping the atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki made it unnecessary 
for Jim to invade Japan.  So, he doesn’t have much time for revisionist arguments 
that dropping those bombs was immoral overkill of about 200,000 Japanese, in the 
assumption Japan was about the surrender anyway.  
 
 Certainly at the time, President Truman was hearing US estimates of 
hundreds of thousands of US casualties (not to mention even more Japanese 
casualties) that would result from an invasion of Japan.  This was because of the 
way the Japanese had fought to the last man so many times during the war like at 
Saipan and Okinawa, and were apparently now gearing up for a kind of mass 
national suicide called “Ketsu-Go” (“Operation 5”) to repel an invasion.   
 
 Ketsu- Go was a plan issued by the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters 
and included these words: “If we are ready to sacrifice a million men we will be 
able to inflict an equal number of casualties upon them. If the enemy loses a 
million men, then the public opinion in America will become inclined towards 
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peace, and Japan will be able to gain peace with comparatively advantageous 
conditions.” 
 
 And in 2009,  G. M. Giangreco wrote a book called “Hell to Pay: Operation 
Downfall and the Invasion of Japan 1945-1947” that used some documents hitherto 
not in the public domain to make an exhaustive examination of just what the 
Japanese were prepared to do and found it to be a lot more than previously known.   
His conclusion was that the atom bombs saved countless lives.   
  

Lastly, Jim says he possesses one of the previously classified documents that 
supports this thesis.  

China 
  
 After the official Japanese surrender on September 2, 1945, Jim was 
transferred to the 6th Marine Division.  They had been on the ground on Okinawa 
and needed refit and replacements after the battle.  Jim sailed with them aboard an 
LST to Qingdao (formerly Romanized as Tsingtao) in Shantung Province, on the 
coast of China, to assist in accepting the Japanese surrender there and to supervise 
the repatriation Japanese troops to Japan.  He was part of the 10th Motor Transport 
unit.  
 
 “The Chinese were supposed to come help us,” Jim claims, “but they got 
yellow fever and couldn’t land.” 
 
 The matter was further complicated by the fact that there was a civil war 
going on in China.  Chinese Communists under Mao Zedong were battling Central 
Government forces under General Chang Kai-shek for control of China.  However, 
because the Communists respected the implied threat of the 6th Marine Division's 
air and ground strength, backed up by the guns and planes of the U.S. Seventh 
Fleet, Qingdao remained a Nationalist Chinese island in a Communist Chinese sea. 
 
 The formal Japanese surrender of the Qingdao garrison, about 10,000 men, 
took place on the city's racecourse on October 25, 1945, before the assembled 
troops of the 6th Division and representatives of the U.S. and China.  The Marines 
assumed responsibility for disarming, feeding, and repatriating those Japanese 
within their area of control. “The Japanese gave us no trouble,” according to Jim. 
“They just surrendered and turned in their weapons.”  
 
 By way of interest, Jim remembers there were Russian and German 
populations in Qingdao, too. 
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Jim was in China from October to December, 1945 and even made friends 

with a Chinese family.  Then he was sent back to San Diego, first stopping at 
Tyanjin (formerly Romanized as Tanjin) to collect a total of 10,000 people to bring 
back to the US. “It took 2 weeks at 28 knots to get to San Diego,” he said.  
 

In San Diego, Jim “met a lady from California who wanted to get married, 
but I wasn’t ready to get married then.”  After that, he went up to Los Angeles and 
from there by train to Chicago.  He was discharged from the Marine Corps at the 
US Naval Station in Great Lakes, near Chicago.   
 

After the war 
 
  Jim got married on March 28, 1947 to Virginia Lee and they had one son, 
Bob.  He says Virginia got him to “settle down, “ but “it took about 3 years.” 
 

 Jim also went back to school on the GI Bill and not only finished his B.A. 
degree, he even got an M.A.  At first, since his father had been an attorney, there 
was some expectation that Jim should be one, too.  So he went to Vanderbilt 
University for that purpose, but he says he only lasted for 2 weeks because he 
didn’t want to be a lawyer.  And then he went back to Murray State where he got 
his degrees. 
 

After that, he taught political science and American and European history at 
Carmi High School for 34 years, retiring on June 1, 1981.  Although he taught 
about WWII he never told his students he had been in it.   
 
  For 29 years, he also managed the Carmi Teen Center and to this day people 
come up to him and tell him  how much they appreciated what he did to make this 
opportunity available to them.  
 
 His singing career outlasted the Marines, too.  While he didn’t sing 
professionally, he did sing in church choirs and things like that. 
 

Avoiding Korea 
 

Even though many WWII Marines got sent to the Korean War, Jim was not 
one of them.  To have this happen, you had to be in the Marine Corps Reserve, but 
Jim hadn’t joined it. “They asked me to join the Reserves after the war but I said 
Hell, no!  I’ve had enough of this and want to get on with my life.”  
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Thoughts about the war 

 
For years, Jim never talked about his experiences in WWII.  It was only 

when his son, Bob, told him that if Jim didn’t start talking about it, Bob would 
never know what happened.   
 
 Jim says now it was a “messy, horrible experience.”  For example, “Saipan 
still stunk of death a year after the battle because they hadn’t buried all the bodies 
yet.”  
 
 Because of his experience in the war, for a long time afterwards, Jim didn’t 
want to have anything to do with anything Japanese.  But that ended about 10-15 
years ago when he felt relations between the US and Japan were completely 
different now and he could buy a Japanese car.  Jim still drives at age 97––a 2017 
Toyota that has 20,000 miles on it! 
 
 But he couldn’t resist one last swipe at the Japanese.  Some years ago when 
touring the Arizona memorial in Hawaii, Jim noticed a group of Japanese tourists 
examining a big model of the Arizona. 
 
 “They were pointing to different turrets and things,” he says.  So, I said in a 
loud voice, ‘Looks like they’re planning to attack again!’ And after that they 
scattered pretty quick and we had the place to ourselves.” 
 

Jim laments the fact that despite the US helping to win WWII, “we did not 
get a permanent peace.  We thought WWI was the war to end all wars, but that sure 
didn’t work out.  And then we thought maybe WWII would do it, but it didn’t.  It 
just seems like problems cannot be resolved by wars.”  
 
 Sources: 

 
1. 1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
2. https://archive.org/stream/marinecorpsgroun00unit/marinecorpsgro

un00unit_djvu.txt 
3. http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~uscnrotc/V-12/v12-his.htm 
4. http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/nov/11/ev-veterans-

breakfast/?print=1  
5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Saipan 
6. http://www.carmitimes.com/article/20111117/NEWS/311179900 
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7. Telephone interview 11-9-18.  
 

*** 
 

JAMES ROLLIN ENDICOTT (March 2, 1922 -  October 2, 1966) 
 He resided in Snohomish County, Washington and enlisted in the Army in 
Tacoma in 1942.  His serial number was 39193163 and he was a Private First Class 
with the Headquarters Battery of 211th Field Artillery Battalion.  He is buried in 
the Gettysburg National Military Park in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

JAMES W. ENDICOTT (1922 - ?) 
 He resided in Montague County, Texas and enlisted in the Army in Dallas in 
1942.  His serial number was 38285539. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
JAMES W. ENDICOTT 
 He served with the Marine Corps on and was undergoing recruit training in 
San Diego in January of 1944.  In October, 1945, he was stationed at the Marine 
Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, North Carolina. 
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 

*** 
 

JAMES W. ENDICOTT (1928- ?) 
 He resided in Mingo County, West Virginia and reenlisted in Fort Hayes, 
Columbus, Ohio in 1946.  He had been Regular Army before that.  His serial 
number was  15237443. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
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JAMES WILLIE ENDICOTT (February 15, 1926 – March 26, 2002) 
 He was a Corporal in the U.S. Army and he is buried in the Yatesville 
Memorial Gardens cemetery in Louisa, Kentucky. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
JASPER F. ENDICOTT 
 Muster rolls show him to be present at Pearl Harbor aboard the battleship 
USS California on  June 30, 1939; July 31,  1939; September 30, 1939; March 31, 
1940; June 30, 1940; September 30, 1940; Dec 31, 1940, and February 28, 1941.  
But he received an honorable discharge from the Navy in Bremerton, Washington 
on February 1, 1941.  
 
 Sources: 

3. http://www.footnote.com/documents/43823547/pearl-harbor-muster-rolls/ 
4. Personal correspondence with Robert J. Chessman, Historian, History 

and Archives Division, Naval History and Heritage Command, 
Washington Navy Yard, October 27-28, 2011.  

*** 
 

JAY ENDICOTT (October 1, 1916 – December 26, 2001) 
 He enlisted in the Army at Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas in 1942 and his serial 
number was 38103604.  He is buried in the South Lawn Cemetery in Tucson, 
Arizona.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

JESSE J. ENDICOTT (1920– August 25, 1944) 
 He resided in Canyon County, Idaho and entered the service at Boise in 
1942.  He was a Pvt 1st Class and his Service Number was 39833619.  He served 
with the 502nd Quartermaster Car Company.  He died August 25, 1944 of a non-
battle injury and was buried at the Plot B Row 3 Grave 3, in the Brittany American 
Cemetery and Memorial, at St. James, Normandy, France. 
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 The Quartermaster Car Companies were independent units.  For example, 
there was 503rd Quartermaster Car Company in the original D-Day landing, and it 
is listed as a “non-Divisional unit.”   But the 502nd was not in the original D-Day 
landing; it must have landed later. 
 
 The Quartermaster Corps was responsible for obtaining, maintaining and 
supply all motor transport for the Army, which included two well-known trucks, 
the Dodge 4x4 1-1/2-ton truck and the General Motors 6x6 2-1/2-ton truck., and 
the Jeep. 
  
 Sources: 

1. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=dfl&GRid=56349902 
2. http://aad.archives.gov/ 

*** 
 

JOHN ENDICOTT (1918-?) 
 He resided in Worcester County, Massachusetts and enlisted in the Army in 
Worcester in 1941. His serial number was 31004490. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

JOHN E. ENDICOTT (1922- ?) 
 He resided in Martin County, Kentucky and reenlisted in the Army at Camp 
Campbell, Hopkinsville, Kentucky in 1945.  He had had previous military 
experience.  His serial number was 35438217. 
 
 There is a John E. Endicott on a website listing members of the 350 Infantry 
Regiment of the 88th Infantry Division who received Purple Hearts in WWII, but it 
is not sure yet whether this is the same man or not.  The 350th infantry regiment 
was part of the 88th infantry division (the “Blue Devils”) and served on the Italian 
front in the war, in the Rome-Arno, North-Apennines, and  Po Valley campaigns. 
 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://www.mtmestas.com/350th.htm 

*** 
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JOHN EDWARD ENDICOTT 
 He served in the U.S. Navy.   Muster roll shows him present at Pearl Harbor 
right before the attack on Pearl Harbor and on a number of occasions after it and 
thus it is highly probable that he was there on December 7, the day of the attack.  
The two crucial muster rolls are for November 30, shortly before the attack, and 
December 31, shortly after it:   
 
*  November 30, 1941. This one is a Report of Changes for Patrol Squadron 22 for 
the month ending November 30, 1941.  It shows John’s serial number as 360 35 70 
and says he enlisted on March 18, 1941 in Houston, Texas and. gives his rank as 
Seaman 1st Class. 
 
*  December 31, 1941. This one is a “Report of Changes” for Patrol Squadron 22 
for the month ending December 31, 1941.   
 
 Muster rolls also strongly suggest that another Endicott, William Vernon  
Endicott (see below), is in the same category, because he also shows up on muster 
rolls as being part of a Patrol Squadron at Pearl Harbor shortly after the Japanese 
attack. 
 
 Patrol squadrons were the Navy PBY Catalina  “flying boat” planes that 
patrolled the sky around Pearl Harbor.  A memorandum written on December 20, 
1941 by a P.N.L. Ballinger, the Commander of Task Force NINE (Commander 
Patrol Wing TWO), reports on the actions of the 7 Patrol Squadron under his 
command at the time of the Japanese attack.   
  
 He states that one of these patrol squadrons, VP-14, William Vernon 
Endicott’s squadron, consisted of 3 planes that were in the air at time of the  attack 
doing a security patrol with depth charges, plus 3 planes that were ready for flights 
on 30 minutes’ notice, plus 4 other planes that were ready for flight on 4 hours’ 
notice. 
 
 He also states that VP-22, John Edward Endicott’s patrol squadron, 
consisted of 12 planes ready for flight on 4 hours’ notice.   Ballinger notes that the 
4-hour period was normally to give the crews rest time, but on the day of the attack 
some planes were able to get in the air “45 minutes after the first bomb dropped.”  
 
 Ballinger goes on to give a brief description of what his planes did on the 
day of the attack, starting with one of his  planes (but not one an Endicott was in) 
in sinking a Japanese midget submarine one mile from the entrance to Pearl 
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Harbor.  He believes that his planes shot down 4 Japanese planes during the attack.  
He also talks about organizing searches for the Japanese task force immediately 
after the attack. 
 
 A muster roll of January 7, 1942 shows John still part of Squadron 22.  But a 
muster roll of January 31, 1942 shows him now part of Patrol Squadron Twenty-
Four.  The muster rolls of March 31 and April 30, 1942 also show him with 
Squadron 24. 
 
 Then, the June 30, 1942 muster roll shows John aboard the USS Mount 
Vernon AP 22 and his rank as AMMC3. AMMC3 means Aviation Machinist’s 
Mate 3rd Class Petty Officer.  Another muster roll, one from  
September 18, 1942, also shows John aboard the Mount Vernon. 
  
 The USS Mount Vernon was a luxury ocean liner that was converted into a 
troop transport ship that served with the U.S. Navy during the war.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.footnote.com/documents/43823547/pearl-harbor-muster-rolls/ 
2. http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/pearl/ph11.htm 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Mount_Vernon_(AP-22) 

 
*** 

JOHN F. ENDICOTT (1907 -?) 
 He resided in Grant County, Indiana and enlisted in the Army in 
Indianapolis in 1943.  His serial number was 35582053. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
JOHN G. ENDICOTT (1919 - ?) 
 He resided in White County, Illinois and enlisted in the Army in Chicago in 
1943.  His serial number was 16153608.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

JOHN H. ENDICOTT (May 30, 1925 – August 6, 1998) 
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 He was a SC3 in the U.S. Navy. He is buried in the Head of the River 
Cemetery in Manor, New Jersey. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
JOHN L. ENDICOTT (1927 -?) 
 He reenlisted at Fort Dix, New Jersey in 1946.  He had been Regular Army 
before that.  His serial number was 12274722. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

JOHN S. ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted in the Marine Corps on February 2, 1943.   In October, he was 
with the Marine Barracks in Quantico, Virginia.  In January, 1944, he was a 
Sergeant at Camp Pendleton.   
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
 

*** 
 

JOHN S. ENDICOTT (July 25, 1923 – August 14, 2010) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Evansville, Indiana in 1943.  His serial number 
was 35722281 and he was a Private. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

JOHN T. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He resided in Montgomery County, Virginia  and enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington, West Virginia in 1942.  His serial number was 35436218. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
*** 
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JOHN T. ENDICOTT (November 22, 1922 – September 10, 1999)) 
 He resided in Martin County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Thomas, in Newport Kentucky in 1943.  His serial number was 35655924 and he 
was a Private First Class.  He is buried in the Endicott Family Plot in Inez, 
Kentucky.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
JOSEPH A. ENDICOTT (April 15, 1917 – October 22, 2001)) 
 He resided in Posey County, Indiana and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison in 1941. His serial number was 35156349.  He served in both 
WWII and Korea and ended service as a Lieutenant Colonel.  He is buried in the 
Sunland Memorial Park in Sun City, Arizona. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
JOSEPH E. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He resided in Posey County, Indiana, and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison in 1942.  His serial number was 35259960. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
JOSEPH S. ENDICOTT (1919 - ?) 
 He resided in Burlington County, New Jersey and enlisted in the Army in 
Trenton  in 1941. His serial number was 32071756. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
JOSEPH T. ENDICOTT (1920 - ?) 
 He was originally from Illinois but prior to enlistment he resided in Ripley 
County, Missouri.  He enlisted in the Army at Jefferson Barracks on October 6, 
1942.  His serial number was 17120969. 
 
 Sources: 
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1. http://aad.archives.gov 
  2. National Archives and Records Administration. U.S. World War II  
 Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946  Provo, Utah: MyFamily.com,  
 Inc., 2005. Original data: Electronic Army Serial Number Merged  
 File, 1938-1946; World War II Army Enlistment Records; Records of  
 the NARA, Record Group 64; National Archives at College Park,  
 College Park, MD. 

*** 
 

JOSEPH W. ENDICOTT (December 20, 1909 – June 14, 1975) 
 He was a civilian contractor on Midway Island when the Japanese attacked it 
on the same day they attacked Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.  But before that it 
appears as though he had been a Boatswain’s Mate 2nd class in the U.S. Navy.  
 
 Midway is a coral atoll situated almost in the exact center of the North 
Pacific Ocean.  It is hemmed in by coral reefs enclosing about 28 square miles of 
shallow lagoon, and the two islands of Sand and Eastern, all collectively known as 
Midway, lie 300 miles north and 900 miles west of Honolulu. 
 
 Initially, Midway was supposed to be developed as a base for only one 
patrol squadron of seaplanes.  But subsequently, it became a major submarine base, 
a major air station for both land- and seaplanes, and a fueling and repair base for 
ships. 
 
 The development of Midway under the Pacific Naval Air Base contracts 
began on March 27, 1940 and civilian contractors were a large part of the work 
force. 
 
 Much of the work was accomplished prior to WWII.  But on December 7, 
1941, as Japanese planes were attacking Pearl Harbor, the Japanese destroyers 
Ushio (after the war the only survivor out of the 22 combat ships involved in the 
Pearl Harbor assault force) and Sazanami (torpedoed and sunk by USS submarine 
Albacore on January 14, 1944) shelled Midway on the night of December 7,1941, 
but did not capture it.  One of the civilian contractors caught in the attack was 
Joseph Endicott.  The shelling caused considerable material damage and many 
wounds to personnel.  

 As a result of the declaration of war, the construction program was modified 
to meet the emergency, and all efforts were directed toward defense fortifications 
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and damage repair.  Late in December, 1941 800 civilian workers were removed 
from the island and only the garrison left was to continue repair work. 
 
 Joseph Endicott was one of the civilian workers removed.  On December 27,  
1941, 20 days after Pearl Harbor, muster rolls show Joseph as one of the 
passengers aboard the seaplane tender USS Tanguer (which had actually been at 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, shooting down 3 Japanese planes) as a "civilian 
employee,” among the "nonenlisted passengers" being evacuated to Pearl Harbor.  
 
 A muster roll for January 23, 1942 shows him as a carpenter aboard the 
Wharton, an AP 7, with a wife living in Portland, Oregon.   
  
 He is buried in the Willamette National Cemetery in Portland, Oregon.  
 
 Sources: 

1.http://www.history.navy.mil/library/online/constructpearlww2.htm#midway 
2. Personal correspondence with Robert J. Chessman, Historian, History 
and Archives Division, Naval History and Heritage Command, 
Washington Navy Yard, October 27-28, 2011.  
3. Ancestry.com muster rolls for Joseph W. Endicott.  
4. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 
JULIUS ENDICOTT (January 8, 1909- July 4, 1977) 
 He was born in Inez, a small town in Martin County, Kentucky and 
reenlisted in the Army in Huntington West, in Virginia on April 9, 1942.  He had 
been Regular Army before that.  His serial number was 35426526 and he served as 
a Private.  His Social Security number was 400161747.  His height is given in 
Army records as 69 inches, and his weight 166 pounds.  At the time of re-
enlistment, he was single.  He had a grammar school education and had worked as 
a semi-skilled tool sharpener and dresser.  
 
 According to the 1940 U.S. Census as reported on Ancestry.com,  at that 
time Julius resided in Little Laurel, Martin County, Kentucky, with his  parents, 
Joshua (“Jack”) and Alice Endicott.  
 
  Julius was discharged from the Army on October 19, 1945.  Not much is 
known about his WWII service besides the fact that he is pictured in the 1942 
yearbook of the San Angelo (Texas) Army Air Field, Bombardier School, which 
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suggests that he may have served as a bombardier in either a B-17 Flying Fortress 
or B-24 Liberator because those were the main U.S .bombers then.  
 
 He subsequently married Julia Elisabeth von Rosenberg and they had two 
daughters.  His last known address was San Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas.  
 
 The San Angelo Army Air Field, now called the San Angelo Regional 
Airport - Mathis Field, was one of  a dozen schools that trained 5,381 bombardiers 
in 41 classes over its three-plus years of operation. The first class began training on 
September 28, 1942, as class 42-l7,and graduated 108 new bombardiers on 
December 17, 1942. The last class to graduate received its wings on September 12, 
1945. 
 

Norden Bombsight 
 
 An integral part of bombardier training concerned learning how to operate the 
highly secret Norden Bombsight.  In brief, the Norden could calculate the effect of 
the bomber’s altitude and speed, as well as prevailing wind, on the bomb’s fall 
towards its target.   At a certain point on the bomber’s approach to the target the 
Norden could even take over control of the plane’s autopilot, thus guaranteeing the 
immediate entry of all data changes automatically into the bombsight and ensuring 
accuracy.  At the proper moment it automatically dropped the bombs. 
 
  The Norden was marketed as the weapon that would win the war and was 
subject to so much secrecy that bombardiers were required to pledge to defend it 
with their lives, as well to destroy it in case of capture, and to remove it from the 
plane in between missions and place it in a secure, guarded vault. 
 
 There were several problems with the Norden but two stand out.  First,, the 
bombsight proved not to be as accurate as advertised and secondly, a German spy 
who worked in the Norden plant gave the details of the device to the Germans in 
1938, even before the war began, and German bombsights were fairly similar to 
the Norden. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~hfhm/Training/sanangelo.ht

m 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norden_bombsight 
4. Ancestry.com 
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*** 

JUNIOR ENDICOTT (1929 - ?) 
 He resided in Wayne County, West Virginia, and reenlisted in Fort 
Columbus, Ohio in 1946.  He had been Regular Army before that.  His serial 
number was 15239057. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
KENNETH C. ENDICOTT (August 12, 1920 - December15 1987).   
 He was a member of the ground crew for the 709th Squadron (9-12 planes) 
of the 447th Bombardment Group of the 4th Combat Wing of the Eighth Air Force.  
His service number was initially 19129518.  The 447th Bombardment Group ran B-
17s out of Rattlesden, England from November 25, 1943 to August 1, 1945.  Ken 
enlisted as an NCO, but came home as an officer with a new service number, O-
763535.  He was from Pasadena California, and after the war worked in the San 
Jose, California area for Ames Research at Moffett Field.  
 

 
 

Emblem of the 709th Squadron 
 
 The 447th engaged chiefly in strategic bombing, flying 257 combat missions 
over Europe, comprising 7,605 sorties.  Among its missions, the 447th bombed a 
V-1 missile site, submarine pens, naval installations, German cities; and airfields 
and marshaling yards in France, Belgium and Germany.   It supported the D-Day 
invasion by bombing airfields and other targets.  It also assaulted marshaling yards, 
railroad bridges and communication centers during the Battle of the Bulge from 
December 1944 to January 1945.  
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 Sources: 

1. http://forum.armyairforces.com/Looking-for-info-on-Kenneth-C-Endicott-
709th-447th-ground-crew-m169980.aspx. 

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/447th_Air_Expeditionary_Group#Wo
rld_War_II 

 
*** 

KENNETH R. ENDICOTT (1922 - ?) 
 He resided in New Jersey’s Union County and enlisted in the Army in 1942 
in New York City.  His serial number was 12154071.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

LAWRENCE J. ENDICOTT (1917 -? ) 
 He resided in Los Angeles, California and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
MacArthur, San Pedro in 1941 from Selective Service.  His serial number was 
39169906. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 
 

*** 
LAWRENCE ROBERT ENDICOTT (? – 1977)  
 Lawrence Endicott, from Pittsburg, Kansas, was a Storekeeper First Class 
aboard the USS Atlanta when it was sunk in the naval battle off Guadalcanal in 
November, 1942 and he was badly wounded.   But he lived another 35 years, dying 
in 1977.  His father was Lewis Cass Endicott, whose address was Rte 4 Pittsburg, 
Kansas. 
 
 Lawrence had enlisted in the Navy a few years prior to Pearl Harbor and his 
enlistment was about to expire.  Here’s what happened next, as told by his nephew, 
Chuck Smith, also of Pittsburg: 
 
 Mr. Endicott had been stationed at Pearl Harbor immediately prior to  
 the December 7th attack.  He had just a few days left before his  enlistment 
 expired as I understand it, and had just been transferred back to San 
 Francisco so he could be  discharged on December  7th,1941.  
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 He related to me that he had actually been discharged on  December 6th, 
 had gone to an all night movie in San Francisco, waiting for his  train to 
 depart for Kansas City (his home town).  He came out of the movie 
 theatre and noticed the headlines, etc., about the Japanese bombing Pearl 
 Harbor. I asked him what he did right then.  He stated, "I went right down 
 and re-enlisted in the Navy and headed for a bar!" 
 

USS Atlanta 
 
 Construction began on the USS Atlanta on April 22, 1940 and she was 
launched September 6, 1941.  She was 541 feet long, 52 feet wide, had a draft of 
20 feet and could go at 34 knots.  She had a crew of 673 officers and men.  
 
 Designed to provide anti-aircraft protection for U.S. naval task groups, 
Atlanta served in this capacity in the naval Battles of Midway and the Eastern 
Solomons.  She had to be sunk after night surface action on November 12-13, 1942 
in the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal.  She was sunk less than a day after she had 
helped sink the Japanese destroyer Akatsuki, but not before the Akatsuki torpedoed 
her.   
 
 Unfortunately, the Atlanta-class ships were lightly armored, making them 
poor surface combatants compared to typical light cruisers.  In terms of armament, 
the Atlanta class was closer to a destroyer, being armed with 5-inch guns instead of 
the 6-inch gun a light cruiser should have had.   But at well over 500 feet in length, 
and combined with their large battery of 16 5-inch guns (reduced to 12 in later 
ships of the class), they were designated as light cruisers.  
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U.S.S. Atlanta 
 
 On April 5, 1942, Atlanta departed New York for the war with Lawrence 
aboard.  Her destination: Pearl Harbor via the Panama Canal and she reached it on 
April 23.  
 

Battle of Midway 
 
 On May 28, Atlanta was part of Admiral Spruance’s Task Force 16, formed 
around the aircraft carriers Enterprise and Hornet, that operated northwest of 
Midway Island in anticipation of an attack by a Japanese armada. 
 
 On the morning of June 4, Atlanta braced for action in order to defend the 
Hornet.  A titanic battle ensued during which squadrons from the American 
carriers sought out the Japanese, and planes from Yorktown and Enterprise 
inflicted mortal damage on four irreplaceable enemy flattops.  But Japanese planes 
sank the Hornet.  Nevertheless, the U.S. had won a crucial battle that changed the 
direction of the war.  From now on the U.S. would be on the offensive.  Over the 
days that followed the Battle of Midway, Atlanta returned to Pearl Harbor with 
Task Force 16.   
 
 On July 29, as all preparations proceeded for the invasion of Guadalcanal, 
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the first U.S. offensive in the Pacific, Atlanta was assigned to Task Force 61.  
Protecting U.S. aircraft carriers as they launched air strikes in support of the initial 
Marine landings on August 7-8.  Atlanta remained off Guadalcanal until the 
withdrawal of the carrier task force on August 9.  For the next several days, she 
remained at sea, replenishing when necessary while the task force operated near 
the Solomons. 
 

Battle of the Eastern Solomons 
 

 As the Americans consolidated their gains on Guadalcanal, the Japanese 
sought to reinforce their men on the island and sent a fleet of ships, including 
aircraft carriers, to protect a large troop convoy.  Throughout the day on August 
24, Atlanta received enemy contact reports and guarded the Enterprise as she 
launched air strikes on the Japanese carriers.  Shortly thereafter Japanese planes, 
estimated to consist of at least 18 Aichi D3A1 "Val" dive-bombers, came in from 
the north northwest at 1710.  Over the next 11 minutes, Atlanta's guns contributed 
to the barrage sent against the Japanese planes.  Despite the heavy U.S. antiaircraft 
fire, however, Enterprise took one hit and suffered some shrapnel damage from an 
estimated five near hits.  Five of the “Vals” were shot down.  
 

Naval Battle of Guadalcanal 
 

 After a series of less dramatic operations, on November 12, Atlanta 
participated in the naval battle of Guadalcanal.  At 0905, the task force that the 
Atlanta was part of received a report that 9 Japanese bombers and 12 fighters were 
approaching from the northwest, and would reach their vicinity at about 0930.  
Around that time,  nine "Vals" from the Japanese aircraft carrier Hiyō emerged 
over Henderson Field, the American airstrip on Guadalcanal.  Atlanta and the other 
American ships opened fire, putting up a barrage that downed "several" “Vals.”  
 
 At about 1310, Atlanta received a warning that 25 enemy planes were 
headed for Guadalcanal, slated to arrive within 50 minutes. At about 1410, the 
Americans sighted the incoming raid, consisting of what appeared to be 25 twin-
engine bombers ("Bettys") which broke up into two groups after clearing Florida 
Island, and came in at altitudes ranging from 25 to 50 feet. Atlanta opened fire at 
1413 and claimed to have shot down two "Bettys.” 
 

Night Fight 
 

 Worse was yet to come.  A Japanese surface force, made up of 2 battleships, 
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1 cruiser and 6 destroyers, was detected steaming south toward Guadalcanal to 
shell Henderson Field.  As the range closed, Atlanta's radar, followed by her 
gunnery radars, picked up the enemy ships. 
 
 As Atlanta began moving to resume her station ahead of the USS San 
Francisco, the Japanese destroyer Akatsuki illuminated the Atlanta and fired 
torpedoes.  Atlanta fired back, opening fire at a range of about 1,600 yards. 
 
 As two other Japanese destroyers joined the battle, Atlanta engaged both 
with her forward 5-inch guns, while her after guns continued to blast away at the 
Akatsuki. An additional, unidentified assailant also opened up on the Atlanta from 
the northeast.  
 
 At about that time, at least one of Akatsuki's torpedoes plowed into Atlanta's 
forward engine room from the port side.  She lost all but auxiliary diesel power, 
suffered the interruption of her gunfire, and had to shift steering control to the 
steering engine room aft.  But Atlanta shot out Akatsuki's searchlight, and the 
enemy ship, battered by gunfire from both the San Francisco and the Atlanta, sank 
with all hands. 
 
 Soon after her duel with Akatsuki, Atlanta was hit by “friendly fire,” an 
estimated nineteen  8-inch shells from USS San Francisco.. Though almost all of 
the shells passed through the thin skin of the ship without detonating, fragments 
from their impact killed many men.  
 
 After the San Francisco ceased firing, the Atlanta was badly battered, largely 
powerless, down by the head and listing slightly to port, and a third of the crew 
were dead or missing.  As the battle continued, the Atlanta’s men began clearing 
debris, jettisoning topside weight to correct the list, reducing the volume of sea 
water in the ship, and caring for the many wounded. 
 
 Daylight revealed the presence nearby of three burning American destroyers, 
the disabled Portland, and the abandoned hulk of the Japanese destroyer Yudachi, 
which the USS Portland summarily dispatched with three salvoes.  
 
 Atlanta, drifting toward the enemy-held shore east of Cape Esperance, 
dropped her starboard anchor, and her captain sent a message to Portland  
explaining the Atlanta’s desperate condition.  Boats from Guadalcanal came out to 
take her most critically wounded to shore.  By mid-morning, all of those had been 
taken. 
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 One of those wounded men was Lawrence Endicott.  As Chuck Smith tells 
it: 
 My uncle was aboard the Atlanta during the "Barroom   
 Brawl" battle of November 13, 1942.  He passed away in  1977, but  
 as we were business associates for many years he had imparted some  
 info on the battle to me -- not as much as I would have desired, for he  
 didn't really like talking much about it or going into great detail  
 regarding that fateful night. 
  
 He did tell me that he had just entered a structure over the   
 bridge at the time that shells struck the structure; he was  bringing  
 coffee up to that site.  He said the next thing he remembered, he came  
 to and there were about five or six bodies covering him.  He credited  
 those shipmates with saving his life at the time.  
 
 He received massive shrapnel wounds to his back and right   
 shoulder.  He stated that he eventually was transferred to a   
 foxhole by Marines from a neighboring island.  His injuries were so  
 severe to his right shoulder that the doc was going to amputate his  
 right arm, but the Japs were counterattacking and the doctor didn't  
 have time, or couldn't because of the attack. 
 
 He endured night shelling in the foxhole and was shuttled about for a  
 day and a night before being flown to a hospital in  the islands.  In  
 December of 1942 he was taken to hospital in California.  I have a  
 news article that appeared about him in a Cincinnati newspaper in  
 early 1943; my uncle was visiting his brother in Ohio and he was   
 interviewed by a local paper.  It goes into detail about my uncle's  
 experiences during and after the battle of November 13, 1942. 
 
 Muster rolls for the hospital ship USS Solace list Lawrence Endicott as 
coming on board as a patient on November 20, 1942.  The Solace was at a number 
of other places that Endicotts were at later in the war.  She was at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941, where among other things, she assisted in removing the 
wounded from the USS West Virginia on which Ronald B. Endicott was killed.  
She also cared for servicemen wounded in many island campaigns, including Iwo 
Jima (where both George W. Endicott and William O. Endicott were serving) and 
Okinawa (where William O. Endicott and James Endicott also served).  
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Scuttling the Atlanta 
 
 As Atlanta was being towed toward Lunga Point, a Japanese "Betty" 
attacked, but Atlanta gunfire drove it off.  
 
 At 1400 on November 13, however, Captain Jenkins, who was later awarded 
the Navy Cross for his heroism in the battle, realized the Atlanta could not be 
saved.  Authorized to act at his own discretion regarding the destruction of the 
ship, Jenkins ordered that Atlanta be abandoned and sunk with a demolition 
charge, which was done at 2015 on November 13.  Atlanta sank 3 miles west of 
Lunga Point in 180 feet of water.  
 
 The Atlanta was awarded five battle stars for her World War II service, and 
the Presidential Unit Citation for her "heroic example of invincible fighting spirit" 
in the battle off Guadalcanal on November 13, 1942. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.rtcol.com/~oakland/rostat51.html#E 
2. http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:p5jDjpY9

5kMJ:www.ussatlanta.com/stories/stories.htm+My+uncle+was+ab
oard+the+Atlanta+during+the+%22Barroom+Brawl%22+battle+o
f+November+13,+1942&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&source=w
ww.google.com 

 
*** 

LEE E. ENDICOTT (1913 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1945 and his serial 
number was 35971350. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

LEO E. ENDICOTT (1920 - ?) 
 He resided in Taney County, Missouri and enlisted in the Army at Jefferson 
Barracks in 1942.  His serial number was 37385225. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
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LEO E. ENDICOTT (October 14, 1919 – November 26, 2001) 
 He was a Captain in the U.S. Army and his buried in the Ozarks National 
Park Cemetery in Branson, Missouri. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
LEON ENDICOTT (1914 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Camden, New Jersey in 1943 and his serial 
number was 32957858. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
LEONARD MATTHEW ENDICOTT (February 10, 1929 – October 22, 2011) 
 He was born in St. Louis, Missouri, the son of Frederick and Lillie Maie 
(Voyles) Endicott.  His gravestone says he was a veteran of both the U.S. Navy, 
where he was a Machinist’s Mate 3rd Class, and the U.S. Army, where he was a 
Tec 5 Sergeant, and served in both WWII and Korea.   Other records show that he 
enlisted in the Army at Jefferson Barracks in 1946, so presumably it was his Navy 
experience that was in WWII.  His serial number was 17194891. 
 
 He served as a police officer for 30 years with the University City Police 
Department, retiring as a Sergeant. He also served 20 years with the St. Louis 
County Sheriff's Department.  He is buried in the Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Endicott&GSi
 man=1&GScid=1593798&GRid=79182967& 
 2. http://aad.archives.gov 
 3. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

  
*** 

LESLIE DAVID ENDICOTT, JR. (September 25, 1921 - March 13, 1986) Leslie 
is one of the few American Endicotts who served in the North Africa and Italian 
campaigns, which unjustly have been overshadowded by the Normandy landing 
and subsequent operations in France.  He was the son of another Leslie David 
Endicott, born on  January 1, 1876 in Posey county, Indiana and Mary Spencer 
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born on April 23, 1912.   Here is his descent from Governor John Endecott:  

* Governor John Endecott 
* Zerubbable Endecott 
* Joseph Endicott 
* Joseph Endicott 
* Thomas Endicott 
* Moses  Endicott 
* Joseph  Endicott 
* James C.  Endicott 
* Jesse D. Bright Endicott 
* Leslie D. Endicott 
* Leslie D. Endicott 

 
 Leslie had three sisters and a brother, Charles Leo Endicott, who also served 
in WWII (see above).  He  resided in Will County, Illinois was drafted, and 
inducted in the Army in Chicago on July 8, 1942.  His serial number was 36 357 
983.   
 

The certified copy of Leslie’s discharge paper says he was 5’ 6 1/2 inches 
tall, weighed 169 pounds, had blue eyes and brown hair, and that his Civilian 
Occupation and Number was Fireman Stationary Boiler 7-70.040 (i.e. boiler 
operator). 

 
Under “Arm or Service,” the discharge paper says “FA,” which is “Field 

Artillery,” and under “Organization”, it says “Sv Btry, 328th FA BN”, which 
means “Service Battery, 328th Field Artillery Batalion.”  But this is probably not 
the unit he served in during most of the war because many soldiers were 
transferred to other units temporarily in order to be shipped home.  
 

This seems to be the case for Leslie, for several reasons.  First, he always 
used to say he was one of the "Red Bulls” (because their unit insignia was a red 
bull), which is not the 328th Field Artillery, and indeed there is a photo of him with 
the Red Bull insignia on his shirt.   
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34th Infantry Division insignia 

The 328th  was part of the 85th Division, but the Red Bulls were the 34th 
Infantry Division.    

Secondly, his Military Occupation Specialty (his job) was a Heavy Machine 
Gunner 606, which is not Field Artillery.  (The primary heavy machine gun then 
was the Browning M1917).  From other sources we know he reached the rank of 
Sergeant during the war but was then busted back a rank because of some 
unknown infraction and left the Army as a Corporal, which is his rank on the 
discharge paper.   

Thirdly, his discharge paper says served in the Army from July 8, 1942 to 
December 15,1945 and was in most of the movements and campaigns that track 
perfectly with itinerary of the 34th Infantry Division.   

For example, his discharge paper says he served overseas from September 
11, 1942 – August 6, 1945, almost 3 years, and was in the following 34th Division 
campaigns: 

 * Tunisian (which was November 8, 1942-May 13, 1943) 
 * Naples-Foggia (which was September 9, 1943- January 21, 1944) 
 * Rome-Arno (which  was January 22 -September 9, 1944)  
 * No (i.e.North) Appennines (which was September 10,1944-April 4, 1945) 
 * Po Valley (which was April 5 - May 8, 1945) 
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34th Infantry Division 

 The history  of 34th Division in WWII, or “Red Bulls,” as they were first 
called by the Germans, encapsulates the U.S. involvement in both the North Africa 
campaign and the Italian campaign and thus deserves closer scrutiny, especially 
since Leslie Endicott appears to have been in much of it.  
 
 A detailed account of the Division is found at: 
https://www.goticatoscana.eu/en/the-trail-of-the-34th-infantry-division-in-wwii-34th-inf-div/ 
 

Organization of 34th Division 
 
 In order to determine where Leslie served it’s important to know precisely 
what unit he was in. At that time, as with other U.S. Army divisions during WWII,  
the 34th was reorganized from a “square” to a “triangular” division before seeing 
combat, meaning that the regiments in the Division were reduced from 4 to 3.   
 
 Breaking it down further, the division's 3 infantry regiments were the 133rd, 
135th, and 168th Infantry Regiments.  We don’t know yet which regiment he was 
in. 

 
Then, each regiment would have 3 rifle battalions, plus supporting units. 
 
And each rifle battalion in turn would be comprised of a headquarters 

Company, three rifle companies, and a heavy weapons company armed with 81 mm 
mortars, and water-cooled .30 cal. M1917A1 machine guns (which fits the description 
of what Lelie was trained for). 

 
The three rifle companies in the first battalion of a regiment were coded A, B, 

and C, with the heavy weapons company being D Company. (Given his MOS, maybe 
this was the one Lelie was in.)  

 
The second battalion was similarly organized but with the rifle companies 

being E, F, G, and H companies 
 
The third battalion had its companies designated I, K, L, and M companies. 
 
 In US Army radio lingo of the time, these letters translated into Able, Baker, 

Charlie, Dog, Easy, Fox, George, How, Item, King, Love, and Mike companies. 
 
Leslie must have been in one of these units, but at this point we don’t know 
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which one. 
 

History of the 34th Division 
 
 The 34th was activated on February 10, 1941as a National Guard Division 
from North Dakota, Iowa, and Minnesota.  It was then augmented with volunteers 
and draftees mainly from the northern Midwest, which is how Leslie got into it. 
 
 After training at Camp Claiborne in Louisiana, the first contingent of the 34th 
embarked for Europe from Brooklyn, New York, on January 15, 1942.  The initial 
group of 4,508 men stepped ashore at Dufferin Quay, Belfast, Ireland, at 12:15  on 
January 26, 1942, commanded by Major General Russell P. Hartle.  
 

Tunisia: November 17, 1942 – May 13, 1943 
 

The Tunisian campaign was a part of the larger North Africa campaign (June 
1940 – May 13, 1943) and was a series of battles conducted against Vichy French, 
German and Italian forces by British Empire Forces, American Forces, Free 
French, Polish, and Greek forces.   
 
 By the time Leslie got there, the battle for all of North Africa had been going 
on for 2 years, starting before the U. S. even got into the war.  The overall Allied 
strategy was to have the British deal with the Germans and Italians in western 
north Africa and drive them west while the Americans landed in Morocco and 
Algeria––Operation Torch–– and drive the enemy east.  
 

Because of Tunisia’s proximity to German held Sicily, the Allies feared the 
enemy would move to occupy Tunisia as soon as they heard of the Allied 
landings. To forestall this, it would be necessary for the Allies to occupy Tunisia as 
quickly as possible after the Torch landings were made.  
 

After continuing training in Northern Ireland, the first elements of the 34th 
Division landed in North Africa on November 8, 1942, with others coming later.   

 
The strategy at the time was to have the Britsh attack the Germans from 

eastern North Africa and drive them west, while the Americans and others landed 
in the west and drove them east.   

On November 8, 1942, elements of the 34th landed at Algiers, next to 
Tunisia and seized the port and outlying airfields, although it lost some prisoners to 
the enemy.  
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The operation was successful and the 34th, joining with other Allied forces, 
pushed eastward into Tunisia. But then they countered stiff opposition by 
reinforced German troops who had been ferried in overnight. Many of the battles 
were for possession of mountain passes leading eastward, and particularly fierce 
fighting took place in February 1943.  

Engagements at Faid Pass, where an entire Allied French battalion was taken 
prisoner, and Fondouk Gap, where the 34th Division’s 135th and 168th regiments 
were engaged, were costly.  Worse was to come. A powerful German attack near 
two –mile wide Kassarine Pass in which 3 battalions of the 34th Division were 
engaged, resulted in a bad U.S. defeat with heavy causalties; half of the 34th 
Division’s 168th Regiment were killed or captured.  

This was the scene depicted in the 1970 movie Patton, after which Patton 
relieved the discredited American commander General Lloyd Fredendall.   But 
Germany’s failure to follow-up enabled the Allies to recover and resume their 
offensive.  

The next Allied objective was capture of Bizerta and Tunis, crucial ports 
which the Germans had been using to bring in reinforcements and supplies by way 
of Sicily. But Hill 609 (Djebel Tahent), a rugged mass of rock in a mountainous 
region, barred Allied Armies from these vital ports. This hill was also the last 
heavily fortified German position left in North Africa.  

The critical task of capturing Hill 609 was given to the 34th.  On April 29, 
1943 the Division assaulted Hill 609, capturing it on May 1, from what was 
perhaps the best German regiment in North Africa, the fanatical Barenthin 
parachute regiment.    

With Hill 609 in American hands, the German Army’s defensive line 
collapsed. It was a momentous victory and fitting revenge for the division’s 
setbacks at Faid, Fondouk and Kassarine Pass. Two weeks later, on May 15, 1943, 
the enemy surrendered and the battle for North Africa was over.  

Over 230,000 German and Italian troops were taken prisoner, including most 
of the Afrikakorps (and many of these POWs were interened in America).  But 
while tey were victorious, the 34th suffered total battle casualties of 4,049, of 
which half were missing in action.  

 
Administrative Duties in Tunis 
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 After fighting ended in North Africa, the 34th Division was assigned the not 
very glamorous job of helping the U.S. invasion force get ready for the Sicily 
campaign by providing truck companies and drivers to haul gasoline to the 
airfields, setting up staging camps for the assaulting troops, furnishing the cooks 
and kitchen staff for them – and- yes, digging the latrines for them. 
 
 The 34th  also formed a school near Tebourba to distribute among their men 
the best practices learned in fighting the Germans, and manned Allied POW camps 
that were beginning to fill up with Axis prisoners.  
 
 Next came the Italian campaign.  
 

Italian Campaign 
 

No campaign in Western Europe cost more than the Italian campaign in 
terms of lives lost and wounds suffered by infantry forces.  It is estimated that 
between September 1943 and April 1945 some 60,000 Allied and 50,000 German 
soldiers died in it.  Total Allied casualties during the campaign were about 320,000 
and the corresponding Axis figure (excluding those involved in the final surrender) 
was over 658,000.    

Sicily 

Before the Allies invaded the Italian boot, they wanted Sicily as a base and 
took it in a battle that lasted from June 9-August 17, 1943 that ended with the 
temporary collapse of the Mussolini regime on the one hand (later propped up by 
Hitler), but the Germans’ successful evacuation of their troops to Italy proper.  

 
The 34th Division did not take part in the Sicily campaign, but on September 

19, 1943, it sailed from Africa to southeast of Naples.  
 

Overview: German Defensive Lines in Italy 
 
 After the Allies conquered Sicily and invaded continental Italy itself on 
September 3, 1943 Italy surrendered.   Thus, before the Germans  could think 
about fighting the Allies, they had to disarm the Italians, their erstwhile buddies.    
But German paratroopers also resuced Mussolini and established a collaborationist 
puppet state, the Italian Social Republic (RSI) to administer the German-occupied 



 592 

territory.  After that, the Germans offered stiff resistance in Italy all the way to the 
end of the war.   
 

The Germans organized their defense of Italy in 14 successive lines up the 
Italian boot.  Not all lines stretched all the way across Italy.  The Gustav and 
Gothic Line were the two biggest lines.  Here are all 14 lines, listed from south to 
north and the dates of the fighting there where known: 
 
South of Rome: 

• Volturno Line.  October 9–October 19, 1943.  Named after the Volturno 
River, but it was sometimes called the Viktor Line.  

• Barbara Line. October 31 – November 4.  Mostly consisting of hill top 
fortifications, this line was 10-20 miles north of the Volturno Line. 

• Winter Line, 3 parts: 
* Bernhardt Line.  November 5 – January 15. Also known as the  
Reinhart Line, it did not run all the way across Italy, but was instead 
only in western Italy, and was merely a bulge in front of the Gustav 
Line.   
*  Gustav Line.  January 12 – May 18, 1944. This was 5 miles north 

      of the Bernhardt Line. 
*  Hitler Line. Captured May 25.  Also known as the Senger Line and 
the Dora Line. 
*    Caesar C Line.  Captured May 30.  This was the last German line 
before Rome. 

 
North of Rome: 
 *   Roman Switch Line.  This was a branch of the Caesar C line.  

• Trasimene Line. June 20-July 2.   Sometimes called the Albert Line. 
• Arno Line.  July 23-August 31.  
• Gothic Line. August 25- early March 1945. Also called the Green Line.  

A part of it attacked by Canadians in eastern Italy was called the Rimini 
Line. 

• Ghengis Khan Line.  The Allies called this the Appenines Defensive 
Line. 

• Po Line 
• Adige Line 
• Alpine Line 

 
Naples – Foggia Campaign: September 9, 1943 – January 21, 1944 
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 The first attack on the boot of Italy was Operation Avalanche. To begin the 
attack on the Volturno line, the Allies landed at Salerno, Italy on September, 9, 
1943.  Salerno was approximately one third of the way up the Italian boot and had 
a good harbor and beach area on which to land and it was 167 miles from the 
ultimate objective, the great port city of Naples.  
 

Part of the 34th, the 151st Field Artillery Battalion, landed at Salerno on that 
day while the rest of the Division, followed on  September 25.  From there, the 
Allies moved to attack the Volturno Line.  
 

 From Salerno on, the Allied march up the Italian boot consisted of the 5th 
Army under General Clark, of which the 34th was a part, moving up the western 
side of the country and the British 8th Army, under General Montgomery, moving 
up the eastern side.  As the Allies advanced, however, they encountered 
increasingly difficult terrain in the form of the Apennine Mountains that were 
relatively easy for the Germans to defend, as well as encountering several rivers, 
including the Volturno, subject to sudden and unpredictable flooding that severely 
hampered Allied efforts. 
 

At the Calore River on September 28, 1943, the 34th ran into the German 3rd 
Panzer Grenadier Division, a unit that included many seasoned veterans from the 
Russian front.  The 34th drove north to take Benevento, crossed the winding 
Volturno River 3 times in October and November, assaulted Mount Patano and 
took one of its 4 peaks before being relieved on December 9, 1943 after 76 days of 
continuous fighting.  The enemy at this point was the German 305th Infantry 
Division, which had relieved the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division, as well as constant 
rain, mud, wind, cold – and trench foot. 
 

 
Rome-Arno Campaign: January 22 – September 9, 1944.   
 
This campaign began with the Allied assault on the German Gustav Line in 

the Liri Valley.  The famous battle of Monte Casino ( January 17– May 18, 1944) 
was an early part of this campaign.  The next big part was the amphibious landing 
at Anzio, further up the coast, behind the German lines.  But the Allies got bottled 
up at the Anzio beachhead and it took 4 combined American and British assaults 
over 5 months (January 22, 1944 – May 22, 1944), to break out. Eventually, 
however, the Allies captured Rome although critics claim they let the German Xth 
army escape and the Xth and XIVth armies then retreated to their next defensive 
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position, the Gothic Line. Here are the details: 
 
  In January, 1944, the 34th Division was back in the front line in the Liri 
Valley, battering at the German Bernhardt Line (which was essentially a bulge in 
front of the larger Gustav Line).  Fortunately, after bitter fighting through the 
Mignano Gap, they were able to take Monte Trocchio without resistance as the 
German defenders withdrew to their main prepared defenses of the Gustav Line.  

 
Monte Cassino 

 
 On January 24, 1944, during the First Battle of Monte Cassino the 34th 
pushed across the Rapido River into the hills behind and attacked Monastery Hill, 
which dominated the town of Cassino.  The enemy was the German 90th Panzer 
Grenadier Division and the 1st Parachute Division.  While the Allies nearly 
captured the objective, in the end their attacks on the Benedictine monastery and 
the town failed.  The 34th, engaging in one of the finest feats of arms during the 
war, sustained losses of about 80% in the Infantry battalions and was then relieved 
on February 11-13, 1944.   Eventually, it took the combined force of five Allied 
infantry divisions to finish what the 34th had started. 
 

Anzio 
 
 After rest and rehabilitation, the 34th landed on the Anzio beachhead, behind 
German lines further up the western coast of Italy, on March 25, 1944.  It 
maintained its defensive positions until the offensive of  May 23, when it broke out 
of the beachhead, took Cisterna, and raced to Civitavecchia and Rome.  
 
 The problem was that due to excessive caution, the Allies got bottled up on  
the crowded Anzio beachhead, it was easy for the Germans to constantly shell it 
from overlooking hills, and it took 4 combined American and British assaults over 
5 months (January 22, 1944 – May 22, 1944), to break out.  Eventually, however, 
on June 4, 1944, 2 days before the Normandy landings, the Allies captured Rome, 
33 miles away from Anzio.  But critics claim they let the German Xth army escape 
and the Xth and XIVth armies then retreated to their next defensive position, the 
Gothic Line. 
 

(Starting on June 10, 1944, the famous 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 
made up of Japanese-Americans ––Niseis–– which is said to be the most decorated 
Army unit in WWII, was temporarily attached to the 34th Division.) 
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North Apennines Campaign: September 10, 1944 - April 4, 1945   
 

During the fall and winter of 1944-1945, Allied air power blasted German 
communications installations as Allied ground forces attacked the Gothic Line 
north of the Arno River.   

 
In was during this time that his discharge papers say Leslie was wounded, on 

September 16, 1944.  But it is said he was wounded in Cicignano, a small town 32 
miles northwest of Rome in Latium, Rieti Province and sent to Rome to recover.  
He was shot in the shoulder and his daughter, Cindy Endicott Levingston, 
remembers the scar being about the size of a half dollar. 

 
 

But since Cicignano is close to Rome, it is as yet inexplicable how this 
wounding could have happened on September 16, 1944 since most of the 34th 
Division was 130 miles away then, further up north attacking the Gothic line. 
Furthermore, Rieti Province, which Cicignano is in, was liberated in June 1944, 
not in September, so it eould seem more logical that Leslie was wounded in June.  
In short, this remains a mystery.  

 
Although little progress was made on the ground, the action in the 

Apennines tied down a large number of German forces that could have been used 
elsewhere on the western or on the eastern front. 
 

 
                                  

       Leslie Endicott recovering from wounds in Rome 
 



 596 

 After a short rest, the 34th Division drove across the Cecina River to liberate 
Livorno on July 19, 1944, and continued on to take Monte Belmonte in October 
during fighting against the German Gothic Line.  The 34th then dug in south of 
Bologna for the winter.   
 

Po Valley Campaign: April 5, 1945 – May 8, 1945   
 

This was the last campaign in Italy in WWII and resulted in the complete 
surrender of the occupying German forces.   The Allies had had to temporarily halt 
the North Apennines campaign due to flooding rivers.  But they picked it up again 
in April, 1945 with the 21- day Po Valley Campaign.   
 

The Germans, caught by surprise, could not organize a retreat or a fall back 
position.  Fighting was very confused and very fast-paced.  Many small German 
units arrived in a town only to find it occupied by the Allies and had to surrender.  
During this campaign, Italian partisans attacked behind the lines.  They also 
captured Benito Mussolini and executed him in Milan on April 28 and the 34th 
was there see the aftermath.  
 

On April 21, 1945, the 34th Division captured Bologna.  It was then 
pursuing the retreating Germans all the way to the French border when the German 
surrender in Italy came on May 2, 1945.  May 2 was the same day that they 
surrendered to the Soviets in Berlin and it was not only the end of the Po Valley 
campaign it was also the end of the whole war on the western front.  (Some 
fighting continued in Eastern Europe until May 20).   

 
Aftermath 

The 34th Division returned to the U.S. on November 3, 1945 and was 
inactivated on November 3, 1945.  

 
For his service in WWII, Leslie received 11 medals including the Purple 

Heart.  He would always say he walked from one end of Europe to the other.  He 
also said that his unit was the first one into the town square in Milan, Italy on April 
29, 1945, after Italian partisans had executed and hung upside down Italian dictator 
and Hitler ally, Benito Mussolini, and his mistress, Clara Petacci, and Cindy said 
his unit cut them down.  

 According to Cindy, “He had a great sense of humor and was always 
joking:” 
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 After one battle, he asked permission from his commanding   
 officer if he could have two of the German helmets left    
 behind.  He immediately packed them up and sent them back to   
 the States to his two nephews, who were approximately 4 and 5 
 years  old. 
 
 The boys were thrilled with their new treasures.  However, their  
 mom (Dad's sister, Marjorie) wasn't so thrilled -- seems there   
 was still blood in the helmets.  Dad always said he was just   
 trying to get them into the mail before the unit moved on, and   
 did not want to lose them.  

 This became one of those family jokes/stories you had to talk   
 about at every family get together.  The boys, even as adults,   
 would say it was one of the best presents they ever got -- made   
 them the most envied kids in town! 

 It is said that Leslie entered the service with light sandy brown hair, but 
came out with completely white hair.  He “always said it turned almost over 
night.”  

After returning to the States, Leslie went back to Crossville,  and on August 
5, 1948, married Mary Robinson.  He managed the Elks Lodge in Carmi, Illinois 
for about 17 years, moving to Herrin,  Illinois in 1966 to manage their Lodge.  By 
1970, he and a partner owed  "The Bull Pen Lounge," a little bar in downtown 
Herrin. 
 
 According to his daughter Cindy, Leslie loved to go to Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, every year for at least 2 weeks.  Also, almost every weekend during the 
summer he’d take his family to Kentucky Lake, where he loved driving the boat 
and pulling his wife and daughter on water skis.  To him, his family was 
everything.  He suffered strokes and died on March 13, 1986. 

Bill Mauldin 
 

 Bill Mauldin, the famous American WWII cartoonist, had a special warmth 
for the 34th Division.   In his book of cartoons “Up Front,” featuring 2 GIs named 
Willie and Joe, and which won him a Pullitzer Prize at age 23,  Mauldin talks 
about “kicking around in more than 15 divisions,” but confesses, “I certainly have 
more affection for battered old outfits like the 34th….”  
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And he once called it “… a classic footslogger division.  Every company in it 
seemed to have four or five characters who had managed to survive from the 
beginning.   They were mostly Willie and Joe types.  A large part of staying alive 
was latching onto a good partner, somebody who knew how to stay apprehensive 
while doing his job without panicking.” 

 

 A Bill Mauldin Cartoon about Joe (left) and Willie  
      
         Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
2. http://aad.archives.gov 
3. Email from Cindy Endicott Levingston, January 29, 2011 
4. http://www.34infdiv.org/national/n1004.pdf 
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5. "The Brass Ring", Copyright 1971 by William Mauldin 
6. http://www.34infdiv.org/history/34div/1.11.html 

*** 
 
LESLIE JOHN ENDICOTT (September 11, 1921? - July 15, 1944) 
 “Les” Endicott came from Spokane County, Washington State.  He was a 2nd 
Lt.  with Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 329th Regiment of the 83rd 
Division, called the “Thunderbolt Division.”   During the Normandy campaign, the 
83rd Division became part of the VII Corps of the American 1st Army.  Les’s 
service number was O-538605.  
 
 Les was a graduate of Lewis and Clark High School and in the class of 1943 
at the University of Oregon where he was a member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity.  
Lieutenant Endicott took officer’s training at Ft. Benning, Georgia and graduated 
from there in January, 1944.  
 
 The 83rd Infantry Division arrived in England on April 16, 1944. After 
training in Wales, the Division sailed to France from Falmouth and Plymouth.  
Plymouth was only about 50 miles from the ancestral home of the Endicotts, near 
Exeter, but Les probably didn’t realize that. 
 
 The 83rd landed at Omaha Beach on June 18, 1944.  They were held in 
reserve until after the initial D-Day landings that occurred on June 6 and were 
originally scheduled to go in within one week thereafter.  However, a storm, the 
worst seen in the English Channel in almost twenty years, one that lasted five days 
and destroyed the Mulberry floating docks they were supposed to use for their 
landing, delayed the division’s landing at Omaha Beach until June 18. 

 The 83rd was then assigned to the First Army under General Omar Bradley 
and originally to the VIII Corps under Major General Troy S. Middleton.  (It was 
moved to VII Corps a bit later.)  Once they landed at Omaha Beach, the Division 
assembled in the vicinity of Treviers, Normandy, where the Supreme Allied 
Commander, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, along with Generals Bradley, 
Middleton, and Macon, inspected the Division.  

     After the inspection the division moved west towards Carentan where they 
relieved the 502nd Parachute Regiment of the 101st Airborne division on June 
26th and 27th.  

 The Carentan sector that the 329th now had to operate in posed some severe 
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obstacles.  First, the terrain was very poorly suited to offensive tactics because of 
hedgerows.  Secondly, much rain in the recent past had created very muddy 
conditions.  Thirdly, the 329th was full of men who had never been in combat 
before.  And fourthly, the Germans they were up against were crack troops from 
elite units.  As a result of all of these things, the 329th was to take large casualties. 

Hedgerows 
 

 A serious obstacle for U.S. troops fighting the Germans in Normandy right 
after D-Day were hedgerows, or “bocage” in French.   A hedgerow is a growth of 
hedges and small trees planted in an earthen berm or embankment.  Since Roman 
times, Norman farmers had moved all of the rocks and debris from their fields and 
put them into these hedgerows that served as both boundary markers and protective 
fences.  The thick vegetation grows in an earthen embankment three to five feet tall 
and just as thick.   Small lanes and roads run alongside these hedgerows. 
 
 This bocage made defense a lot easier for the Germans and offense a lot 
harder for the Allies.  Allied units could not see beyond the next hedgerow and the 
Germans defended each one of them like a little fort.   The result was that 
Americans attacking them became “sitting ducks” to German 88s, machine guns 
and mortar fire that inflicted huge casualties among the mostly inexperienced teen-
aged boys comprising the 329th. 

 A particular problem was that U.S. tanks would try to climb the 
embankments of the hedgerows but in doing so, exposed their undersides to 
German anti-tank fire.  Other tanks seeking to avoid the hedgerows would move 
instead down the narrow, tree-covered lanes between them, but would then get 
blasted by German tanks, assault guns, or anti-tank guns.  Disabled tanks would 
block the lane for following tanks.  

 To combat American armor at close range, German infantry used the 
Panzerfaust, a light, portable weapon, fired by one man, that launched an armor-
piercing rocket.  At longer ranges, the Germans engaged American armor with 
tank main guns, self-propelled guns, and the legendary 88-mm antiaircraft gun in a 
ground-defense mode. 

 A small German unit with a few machine guns supported by anti-tank 
weapons and mortar fire could prevent an entire U.S. battalion from advancing. 
German mortar fire was particularly effective, causing as much as 75 percent of all 
U.S. casualties during the Normandy campaign. 
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 All this presented a formidable obstacle to the Allies.  But in July 1944, 
Sergeant Curtis Grubb Culin III invented the “Rhino tank,” which saved the day.  
In essence, he used captured roadblocks made of half-inch angle iron “tusks” that 
could be affixed to the front of American tanks, thus allowing them to plow 
through the hedgerows.   As Cullin put it, “…we took four pieces, each about three 
feet long, had them welded to a plate and bolted the contrivance to the front 
shackles of a tank.  The tips of the angle iron were sharpened." The tank could then 
drive directly at the hedgerow and plow right through the mass of earth and 
vegetation without exposing itself.” 
  
 Two weeks later some 600 US tanks were fitted with this device, and when 
they were thrown into battle they were a complete surprise to the Germans.  
General Eisenhower later said this one invention, on the spur of the moment, by "a 
clever soldier," saved perhaps 10,000 American lives. 
 
 Although the Bocage came as a big surprise to the Americans, this need not 
have happened, for there were plenty of hedgerows in England where the 83rd 
Division was based before landing at Normandy and they could have perfected 
tactics there.  However, combat training for the European mainland had not been 
the Army’s top priority.  Just getting divisions formed up and shipped overseas had 
been the main task, as had the build-up of enough equipment and supplies to 
support a full-scale invasion.  
 

U.S. Offensive 
 
     On June 30, 1944, General Omar Bradley, Commander of the First Army, 
along with Generals Eisenhower and the British Montgomery, decided to broaden 
the American offensive towards the south by attacking the area south of Carentan.   
For this purpose, the 83rd, having just finished its relief of the 101st Airborne 
Division, was transferred to the VII Corps (from VIII Corps)  to join with the 4th 
and 9th Infantry divisions for this attack. 

 The area south of Carentan was considered the most vital of the entire 
western Normandy front.  The small seaport of Carentan was extremely vulnerable 
to German attack, with the only road linking the U.S. troops in the Cotentin 
peninsula with Allied forces running along the Normandy coast.  A well-directed 
German attack could have cut the U.S. beachhead in two, and in fact a German 
counterattack in mid-June had come to within 500 yards of retaking the town. 
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 The Allies reasoned that advancing the front south of Carentan would 
strengthen the Americans position.  The upcoming offensive’s objective was to 
take a portion of the Coutances-St. Lo highway.  
 
 But the weather played a crucial role.  It had rained almost non-stop during 
the previous weeks prior to the assault.  The rivers, streams, and swamps had all 
flooded their banks.  The ground was completely saturated and mud was 
everywhere.  Troop movement was difficult and vehicle movement near 
impossible.  But the attack was made anyway, with two infantry regiments, the 
330th and 331th making the attack on July 6, and the 329th was initially held in 
reserve near the outskirts of Carentan.  
 
 Opposing the 83rd were some of the finest German troops in the world,  the 
6th Fallschirmjaeger (parachute) Regiment of the 2nd Parachute Division, the 17th 
SS ‘Goetz von Berlichingen” Panzer Grenadiers, and elements of the 2nd SS “Das 
Reich” Panzer Division.  The 6th Parachute Regiment was commanded by Major 
Friedrich August Freiherr (Baron) von der Heydte, who was part of the old 
German aristocracy and a very tenacious leader.   However, while most of the 
officers and NCO’s of his unit were battle-experienced, many of the young 
paratroopers were not and for many of them, the battle for Normandy would be 
their first -- and last -- action.  Finally, although the German units were generally 
very strong, they also contained some captured Russian troops who were quite 
eager to surrender to the allies.  
 
 The entire American First Army was deployed on a thirty-five mile front of 
hedgerows in foggy weather, with inexperienced troops against a determined 
enemy. The 83d Infantry Division had about three miles of this front. 
 
 The American assault was slow and costly. The Germans knew the routes 
that the 83rd would have to take, and from concealed positions dug in beneath the 
hedgerows, they ranged in on the advancing GIs with mortars, artillery, and 
machine gun fire.  
 
 The worst sector that the 2nd Battalion of the 329th encountered was a large, 
swampy area called Pairie Marecagouse de Gorges.  The 2nd Battalion made the 
fatal mistake of not sending out any patrols to get more intelligence on the terrain 
they would be operating in and what the enemy strength was. 
 
 The result was a slaughter of 2nd Battalion.  By July 5, many U.S. soldiers 
were killed and wounded and only because the Germans agreed to a truce were 
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many of the wounded allowed to be removed and saved.  But the general U.S. 
attack raged on until July 24, the official date for the ending of the Normandy 
campaign.  
 
 The Germans made tank-supported counter attacks but the 83rd’s field 
artillery battalions halted them.  Meanwhile the 308th Engineers cleared  
minefields and booby traps to find the way through.  At times they had to blast 
supply routes through the hedgerows.  Tanks, tank destroyers and armored infantry 
aided in the attack.  U.S. casualties were heavy.  
 
 One of the men killed in this offensive was Les Endicott who was killed on 
July 15, 1944, one of a total 2,850 men killed in the Division.  There seems to be a 
discrepancy as to what day he was killed.  The casualty report of the 83rd Division 
housed at the National Archives, for example, says it was July 12, but other 
sources say it was the 15th. 
 
 While the terrain and the enemy temporarily halted the drive of the VII 
Corps, the offensive that Les Endicott was in did achieve some of its goals.  By 
moving the front several miles south of Carentan it stabilized the area and 
prevented the Germans from shelling the town and the vital crossroads. 
Furthermore, it prevented the Germans from launching a counterattack in this area 
considered to be the weakest on the entire front.  And lastly, it had inflicted serious 
losses on the Germans, losses they could not replace. 
 
 Later, on September 17, 1944, Lieutenant Sam Magill of the 329th facilitated 
the mass surrender of 20,000 German troops on the banks of the Loire River.  And 
General George Patton reviewed the 329th when it was attached to 3rd Army for a 
while, saying “That’s the finest body of soldiers I have ever seen in the field.”  In 
1945, the 329th Infantry Regiment was the closest U.S. unit to Berlin at the end of 
World War II, but was ordered to stop some 30 miles short of the city so that the 
Soviet could have the honor of taking it. 
 
 But no fighting would ever be described by members of the 329th as more 
severe than that of July, 1944 amidst the hedgerows of Normandy.  
 
  
Sources: 

1. Old Oregon Vol. 26_No. 1. Pdf (page 6 of 16) 
2. http://hnn.us/articles/395.html 
3. http://mysite.verizon.net/ThunderboltDivision/83html/Battle_Deaths.htm 
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4. http://www.angelfire.com/va2/worldwar2family/rolland1.htm 
5. http://83rdinfdivdocs.org 
6. http://83rdinfdivdocs.org/documents/83rd_Casualties.pdf 
7. http://83rdinfdivdocs.org/accounts/Account_4July_Cpt_Ziegler_329th.pd
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*** 
LESTER B. ENDICOTT, JR. (1925 - ?) 
 He resided in Sacramento and reenlisted in the Army at the Presidio of 
Monterrey in 1944.  He had had prior military service.  His serial number was 
19192501. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

LESTER C. ENDICOTT (1922 - ?) 
 He resided in Ozark County, Missouri and enlisted in the Army at Jefferson 
Barracks in 1944.  His serial number was 37640830.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

LOVELL R. ENDICOTT, JR (1919 - ?) 
 He resided in Houghton County, Michigan and enlisted in the Army in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin in 1942.  His serial number was 16056013.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
LYLE G. ENDICOTT 
 He served in the Navy from September, 1942 – September 19, 1945 as a 
Navy pilot, attaining the rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade.  He flew the FM2 
Wildcat  off the aircraft carrier USS Steamer Bay in support of the invasions of 
Luzon, Lingayen Gulf, Subic Bay,  Iwo Jima, and Okinawa.  He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal and he is one of the honorees in the 
Jefferson County, Missouri Hall of Honor.   He and his wife, Elizabeth, owned and 
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operated Endicott Interiors in Woodlawn, Illinois for 41 years. He’s in his 90s and 
lives in Woodlawn. 
 

Sources: 
 1.http://www.mtvernonairport.com/Endicott_Lyle_G_LTJG_USN.pdf 
 

*** 
 

MARVIN C. ENDICOTT (February 3, 1918 – December 24, 1997) 
 He was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army and he is buried in the Fort Scott 
National Cemetery in Fort Scott, Kansas. 
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
MARVIN L. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He resided in the Army in Cedar County, Missouri and enlisted Fort 
Leavenworth in 1945. His serial number was 37766513 . 
 
 Source: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
 
NEWELL K. ENDICOTT 
 Alternate spelling: Indecott. He enlisted in the Marine  Corps on December 
18, 1929.   Muster tolls show that by 1930, he was in Nicaragua.  He made Private 
First Class by August, 1932 and was in California by December 1932.  By 1937, 
he was a Corporal stationed  in Chicago.  On December 18, 1937 he reenlisted and 
was sent to the U.S. Naval Training Station, in Great Lakes, Illinois.  He was still 
there in 1940.   Muster rolls then skip a few years and by January, 1943,  now a 
Sergeant, and with the U.S. in World War II, Newell was a recruiter in 
Philadelphia.   Then, in July, 1943, he was a Platoon Sergeant at Camp Elliott, 
California, a training base for Marines soon to go overseas.  In October, 1944, he 
was a Gunnery Sergeant with the 5th Training Battalion, Second Infantry Training 
Regiment, Training Command, in Camp Pendleton, California.  In October, 1945, 
he was with Headquarters And Service Company, Motor Transport Battalion, 
Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, California. 
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 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
 

*** 
OPAL MARIE ENDICOTT (September 18, 1924 - March 15,1986) 
 Some sources say she was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army but others say she 
was a Lance Corporal in the Marine Corps.   She is buried in the Fort Scott 
National Cemetery, Fort Scott, Bourbon County, Kansas. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/InternmentExtracts.html 
2. http://www.interment.net/data/us/ks/bourbon/ftscott/index_de.htm 
3. http://files.usgwarchives.net/ks/bourbon/cemeteries/ft-scott/e.txt 

*** 
 
ORVEL E. ENDICOTT (1912 - 1998) 
 He resided in Island County, Washington and enlisted in the Army in 
Tacoma in 1942.  His serial number was 39177085.  He is buried in the Bayview 
Cemetery in Langley, Washington.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
OTTO ENDICOTT (1914- ?) 
 He resided in Floyd County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Thomas in Newport in 1942.  His serial number was 35261179. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
PAUL ENDICOTT (January 2, 1904 – June 19, 1955) 
 He resided in Wheatland County, Montana and enlisted in the Army in Butte 
in 1942.  His serial number was 39613211 and he was a Private in the U.S. Army 
Air Force.  He is buried in the Wheatland County Cemetery, in Harlowtown, 
Montana.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
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2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
RALPH E. ENDICOTT (October 22, 1917 – January 7, 2004) 
 He was a Lieutenant Commander who served in the U.S. Navy in both 
WWII and Korea.  He is buried in the Pine Grove Cemetery in Belgrade, Maine. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

RALPH H. ENDICOTT (1912 - ? ) 
 He resided in Cape May, New Jersey and enlisted in the Army in Fort Dix, 
New Jersey in 1942.  His serial number was 2264235. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
RAY ENDICOTT (1922 - ?) 
 He resided in Fayette County, West Virginia and enlisted in the Army at 
Fort Thomas in Newport in 1942.  His serial number was 15116453. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
RAY ENDICOTT (1908 - ?) 
 He resided in Jefferson County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army in 
Louisville in 1943.  His serial number was 06650638. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
RAY ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
 He resided in Forsyth County, Georgia and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
McClellan in 1943.  His serial number was 34814122.. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
RAYMOND L. ENDICOTT (1918 - ?) 
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 He resided in Jasper County, Missouri and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas in 1944  His serial number was 37738430. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
RAYMOND M. ENDICOTT (1920 - ?) 
 He resided in Ottawa County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army in Tulsa 
in 1942.  His serial number was 38190308. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
RICHARD ENDICOTT (1926 - ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1945.  His serial number 
was 35969689. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

RICHARD A. ENDICOTT (1928 - ?) 
 He resided in San Bernardino County, California and reenlisted in the Army 
in Los Angeles in 1946.  He had been Regular Army before that.  His serial 
number was 19241276. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
RICHARD C. ENDICOTT (November 5, 1895 – November 6, 1977) 
 He was a Lt. Colonel who served in both WWI and WWII.   He is buried in 
the Marietta National Cemetery in Marietta, Georgia. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

RICHARD L. ENDICOTT (1928 - ?) 
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 He resided in Jasper County, Missouri and reenlisted Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas on March 16, 1946 . He had been Regular Army before that.  His serial 
number was 17196627. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

ROBERT ENDICOTT 
 He was stationed at a Ninth Air Force Thunderbolt base in France.  The 9th 
Air Force played a role in the Egypt, Libya, and Tunisian campaigns, as well as in 
the invasions of Sicily and Italy.  It then transferred to England in October, 1943 
and became the tactical air force for the  Normandy invasion and after that,  took 
part in the drive across France culminating in victory over Germany in May 1945. 
It was inactivated in Germany on December 2, 1945. 
 
 The P-47 Thunderbolt, called “the Jug,” was the largest, heaviest, and most 
expensive fighter aircraft in history to be powered by a piston engine.  Heavily 
armed with eight .50-caliber machine guns, four per wing, when fully loaded, the 
P-47 weighed up to eight tons.  It was very effective in high-altitude air-to-air 
combat and proved especially adept at ground attack.  In 1945, it cost $85,000 per 
plane, which would be about $1.04 million today. 
 
 By the end of September 1944 the Ninth Air Force had moved bases to the 
continent, in a succession of moves to give tactical air support to the Allied ground 
troops.  It had bases successively on the Cherbourg peninsula in Normandy, bases 
to the south and north of Paris, Le Mans and Chartres by September, and Reims in 
October.  From there it went to Belgium and beginning in March, 1945, to 
Brunswick, Nurnberg, Germany, and Stuttgart, by V-E Day.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://local.evpl.org/views/viewimage.asp?ID=39345 
 

*** 
 

ROBERT ENDICOTT (1924 - ? ) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Springfield, Massachusetts in 1943. His serial 
number was 31447521. 
 
 Sources: 
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  1. http://aad.archives.gov 
*** 

 
ROBERT ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on a memorial of Lake Placid, New York, men who 
served in the war. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM88RZ_Lake_Placid_WWII_     
Veterans_Lake_Placid_FL 
 

*** 
 

ROBERT A. ENDICOTT (March 24, 1915 – December 7, 1986) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Peoria, Illinois in 1942 and his serial number was 
16161773.  He was a Sergeant and he is buried in the Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery, in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
ROBERT EUGENE ENDICOTT  
         He was a Seaman 1st Class, with the U.S. Navy.  Muster rolls show him 
present at Pearl Harbor aboard an unnamed ship on April 30, 1943; June 30, 1943; 
July 31, 1943; and August 31, 1943.  Otherdates of service were April 4, 1944 - 
February 20,1946.  He served on the tanker Gulfport, the cargo ship Neptune Car, 
and the Marine Shark in the South Sea Islands. 
  
         The Gulfport was a tanker and during WWII, American tankers made 6,500 
voyages carrying 65 million tons of oil and gasoline from the U.S. and the 
Caribbean to the war zones and to our Allies.  They supplied 80% of the fuel used 
by bombers, tanks, jeeps and ships during the War.  A typical tanker crew included 
42 - 45 mariners and 17 Navy Armed Guard.   
  
         While nothing is known about the cargo ship Neptune Car, it is known that 
the SS Marine Shark was a type C4 ship, the largest cargo ships built by the US. 
Maritime Commission during WWII.  Seventy-five ships were built as cargo and 
troopships, 30 of them in the Marine series.  
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         Sources: 
1.    http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
2.    http://www.usmm.org/tankers.html 
3.    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Type_C4_class_ship 
4.    1. http://www.footnote.com/documents/43823547/pearl-harbor-muster-
rolls/?xid=319 

 
 

*** 
ROBERT H. ENDICOTT (1927 - ?) 
 He resided in Leavenworth County, Kansas and reenlisted at Fort 
Leavenworth in 1945.  He had had prior military service.  His serial number was 
17176926. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
ROBERT L. ENDICOTT (1929 - ?) 
 He resided in Spokane County, Washington and reenlisted in the Army in 
Seattle in 1946.  He had been Regular Army before that.  His serial number was 
19263473. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

 
ROBERT R. ENDICOTT (1920 - ?)  
 He entered the Coast Guard on February 2, 1942 and was then stationed in 
the Pacific as a first class seaman.  He was graduated from Guthrie high school and 
attended Central State college, Edmond, Oklahoma, prior to entering the service. 
He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. R. R. Endicott, of 617 E. Harrison Ave., Guthrie, 
Oklahoma. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://files.usgwarchives.org/ok/logan/bios/wwservice.txt 
2. Guthrie Register-News, Sunday, January 30, 1944 
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*** 
 RONALD BURDETTE ENDICOTT (January 28, 1923 – December 23, 1941) 
  Ron Endicott was killed at Pearl Harbor aboard the USS West Virginia.  On 

Sunday, December 7, 1941, the U.S. battleship West Virginia, lay moored 
outboard of the USS Tennessee and just ahead of the USS Arizona, with 40 feet of 
water beneath her keel.  Shortly before 0800, Japanese planes, flying from a six-
carrier task force, attacked, sending six or seven 18-inch aerial torpedoes into the 
port side of West Virginia and dropping two bombs on her.   She was also engulfed 
in an oil fire started by a fire aboard the Arizona and sustained for 30 hours by fuel 
leaking from both ships.  

 
 West Virginia was then abandoned, settling to the harbor bottom on an even 
keel, her fires fought from on board by a party that volunteered to return to the ship 
after the first abandonment.  By the afternoon of the following day, 8 December, 
the flames had been extinguished.  
 

Things get personal for the Endicotts 
 

 In mid-December, 1941, when the Navy telegrammed Ralph and Vera 
Endicott of Aberdeen, Washington they were beside themselves: it said their son, 
Ronald Burdette Endicott, 18, had been killed on December 7, along with Clifford 
Olds, 20, of Stanton, North Dakota, and Louis “Buddy” Costin, 21, of Henryville, 
Indiana.. The telegram said that the three men had “died at their duty stations.”  
 
 But during the ensuing years, the whole story began to emerge, one that so 
sad and demoralizing that family members who heard it decided not to tell their 
parents in order to prevent them from suffering more.  
 
 The truth was that Endicott, Olds and Costin didn’t die on December 7, but 
16 days later, on December 23 after being trapped under water the whole time, 
banging on the ship’s hull, hoping that someone would hear them and get them out 
alive.  People heard them, all right, but no one could save them. 
 
 Statistically, Ronald Endicott, F3c (Fireman, Third Class), was one of 2,403 
American deaths at Pearl Harbor.  He was one of 106 killed aboard the USS West 
Virginia, which had the third largest number killed out of the 21 ships sunk or 
damaged, next to the Arizona with 1,104 killed and the Oklahoma with 415.  But 
this story is a about more than statistics. 
 

Ron’s Line in America 
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 Ron Endicott is another example of an Endicott who did not descend from 
Governor John Endecott, although he came from a part of the country where there 
was (and is to this day) a colony of Endicotts descended from the Governor.  His 
line appears to come from a later wave of immigration to this country:  
 
 *  James M. Endicott -- born in England, probably around 
      1820 because records show he married someone there born in 1824. 
 *  James M. Endicott, Jr. 1846-1870 
 *  Charles A. Endicott 1868-1955 
 *  Ralph B. Endicott  1896-1954 
 *  Ronald B. Endicott 1923 - 1941 
 
 But since the Endicotts are known to come Devon in southwestern England 
and ultimately from the parcel of land called Hendicott or Yndecote, it is quite 
likely that Ronald and John have a common ancestor.  
 
 In terms of Endicott genealogy, then, Ron’s case is another interesting one 
because while estimates have been made that most of the Endicotts in America 
descend from Governor John, obviously not all do.  
 

“Tubby Endicott” 
 
 Ron Endicott was from Aberdeen, Washington -- 816 East First Street, to be 
exact.  He was tall and thin, had blond hair and blue eyes.  His girlfriend at the 
time was Velma Partridge, whose later married name was Lawrence, and she lived 
in California.  She was only 14 when she started to go out with the 17-year old Ron 
and he was her first love.  She remembered  that he always wore a leather jacket.  
“To this day,” she said in an interview, “any time I smell leather, I think of him.” 
 
 “It’s funny,” she added, “but even though he was tall and thin, “everyone 
called him ‘Tubby.’ It was a nickname that went back to when he was a baby.” 
 
 Ron was in the Aberdeen High School class of 1940 where he played 
baseball.  He was also a part-time as a pinsetter at the Aberdeen Recreation 
bowling alleys.  He joined the Gray’s Harbor Naval Reserves in 1940, when he 
was 17 and in February 1941, he enlisted in the regular Navy.  He joined mainly 
because he wanted to emulate his father and brother who had served earlier.  And 
probably another reason was the same reason that many other young men joined 
the military before World War II: it was a paying job.  They were children of the 
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Depression and in many cases, serving as a lowly enlisted man paid more than any 
civilian job they could get. 
 
 Velma said that on their last night together, they went to a Charlie Chaplin 
movie.  “The next night my Dad and me took him to the bus, and I never saw him 
again.”  He had been on active duty for 10 months when the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor. 
 
 Velma went on to marry and have four children and many grandchildren.  
“I’ve had a wonderful life,” she said, “but Tubby will always have part of my 
heart.” 

“Set Zed” 
 
 The West Virginia, nicknamed the “WeeVee,” was moored next to the USS 
Tennessee and just ahead of the USS Arizona was one of the choicest of targets, 
and her port side was literally blasted off.  The USS Oklahoma, just ahead of her, 
suffered similar wounds and immediately capsized. 
 
 But the West Virginia had a more advanced  watertight construction. 
Furthermore, she had the fast thinking of the fire control officer Lt. Claude 
Ricketts.   Ricketts oversaw the closing of all hatch compartments and the counter-
flooding of the starboard side of the ship in a procedure called “set zed.” Because 
of this, instead of “turning turtle” the way the Oklahoma did, the West Virginia 
settled into the mud on an even keel.  
 
 But every sailor knew what “set zed” meant.  If they got caught below decks 
when “set zed” was called, they could be trapped and drowned like rats.  Old 
timers told the 17 and 18 year olds that if that time came, “just inhale water quickly 
and get it over with.”  This, the old timers claimed, was preferable to a slow death 
in a pitch-black void.  
 
 For Clifford Olds, Ronald Endicott, and “Buddy” Costin, “set zed,” hit on 
December 7. 
 
 They were trapped in the forward fresh water Pump Room A-109, when “set 
zed” was called after the first Japanese torpedo struck shortly before 8 a.m.  The 
West Virginia’s sinking straight down enabled hundreds to escape -- but those in 
the lower compartments drowned. 
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 Maybe if the ship had rolled over, hundreds more would have died but these 
three men would have lived.  Maybe they could have been cut out of the hull and 
rescued. 
 
 But Olds, Endicott and Costin were alive and well right after the sinking in 
their air-tight compartment at the bottom of the ship.  They did not know what had 
happened, nor the extent of the carnage above them.  
 
 When her fires were extinguished late Monday December 8, sentries were 
posted on the shoreline of Ford Island, next to “Battleship Row.” Jittery over 
rumors of invasion, they at first didn't hear the banging on the hull.  But after a 
while they did.  West Virginia Marine Bugler Dick Fiske recalls it: 
 
 When it was quiet you could hear it...bang, bang, then stop. Then bang, 
 bang, pause. At first I thought it was a loose piece of rigging slapping 
 against the hull. Then I realized men were making that sound-- taking turns 
 making noise. 
 
 After that night, no one wanted guard duty, but someone had to 
 do it. Bang, bang. It went on for 16 days, slowing in frequency until 
 Christmas Eve. Then silence.  
 
 The adjacent Oklahoma was upside down and holes were drilled in her 
bottom, allowing a precious few to escape their coffin.  But the pressure of water 
inside the hull, pushing up on air pockets, meant that as soon as the hull was 
breached, little time was left before the remaining air escaped. 
 
 Shipmates often drowned in front of rescuers eyes before a hole could be 
made large enough for escape.  Furthermore, cutting torches ignited trapped 
gasses, which exploded, killing others.  Jackhammers jammed and men drowned 
while looking at a small holes of light.  Knowledgeable mates quickly learned to 
“rip open” hull plates fast to insure victims’ survival – the Navy’s version of the  
“C-section.” 
 
 Late Spring 1942 found Navy salvage teams finally getting to work on the 
WeeVee.  A series of cement patches were fitted to her port side, and enough water 
pumped out to partially float the ship.  She was nudged across the Harbor into 
drydock and the grim task of finding bodies began. 
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 For Commander Paul Dice, compartment A-109 was expected to be like the 
rest: put on gas masks, place some remains into a body bag and let the medical 
boys worry about identification.  
 
 Dice had seen it all, but this compartment was different.  He first noticed 
that the interior was dry and that flashlight batteries and empty ration cans littered 
the floor.  A manhole cover to a fresh water supply was opened.  Then he saw the 
calendar. It was 12 inches by 14 inches and marked with big red Xs that ended 
December 23.  
 
 Hardened salvage workers wept uncontrollably as they realized the fate of 
these men.  Word quickly spread among salvage crews: three men had lived for 16 
days only to suffer the most agonizing of deaths among the thousands of victims at 
Pearl Harbor. 
 
 The Navy told their parents they were killed in the attack on the 7th. 
Buddy Costin’s brother, Harlan, was the first family member to discover 
the truth.  He joined the Navy in October of 1942, at age 17 and was assigned to 
the USS Tuscaloosa.  A 1944 chance meeting with a friend serving aboard the 
rebuilt WeeVee brought the awful tale to his attention.  It had become a Navy 
legend. 
 
 Harlan determined never to tell his family; they had suffered 
enough.  
 
 Duke Olds learned of his brother Clifford's fate from a cousin who 
worked at the Bremerton, Washington Shipyard, where West Virginia was rebuilt. 
It was legend there, too, talked about in hushed tones.  He too, never told his 
family.  
 
 It is thought that Ron Endicott's parents’ never knew, either.  They moved 
away from Aberdeen and no one knows where they went.  From some records, it 
appears as though at some point Ralph and Vera were divorced and Vera married 
Ralph’s brother, James Leo Endicott (1910- 1952). 
 
 Ronald Endicott and Buddy Costin are buried at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of The Pacific, called the “Punchbowl.”  Clifford Olds’ remains were 
shipped home to Stanton City, North Dakota.  All headstones list December 7 as 
their date of death.  There has been an effort to change the date to December 23. 
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WeeVee redux 
 

 While Pearl Harbor spelled the end of Ronald Endicott, it was not the end of 
the West Virginia.  With a patch over the damaged area of her hull, the battleship 
was pumped out and ultimately refloated on May 17, 1942.   She departed Pearl 
Harbor a year later, on May 7, 1943, for the west coast and a complete rebuilding 
at the Puget Sound Navy Yard at Bremerton, Washington. Finally, on September 
14, 1944, she rejoined the fleet in the Pacific. 
 

Ron’s Revenge 
 

 The new West Virginia ultimately participated in the invasion of the 
Philippines, helped sink the Japanese battleship Yamamoto and downed several 
kamikazes in the battle of Leyte Gulf,  bombarded Iwo Jima prior to the Marine 
invasion there (thus supporting George William Endicott, one of the Marines 
fighting there – see above) and her sailors saw the flag-raising on Mount Suribachi 
on February 22, 1945.  
  
           The new West Virginia also bombarded Okinawa prior to and after the 
landings there and shot down several Japanese “Frances” and “Val” kamikazes, 
although one crash-dived into her.  
 
 Finally, West Virginia was present in Tokyo Bay for the Japanese surrender 
ceremonies on August 24.  
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 A chance photo of Clifford Olds, right, and others on liberty at the  
 “Monkey Bar” on December 6, 1941 in Pearl City, Oahu.  A bar maid 
 snapped the  picture and wanted to sell it to them, but they declined.   
 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://cassandra2004.blogspot.com/2009/08/uss-west-virginia-
clifford-olds-ronald.html 

2. http://files.usgwarchives.net/hi/keepers/ph007.txt 
 

*** 
 

ROY A. ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted in the Marine Corps on December 11, 1923.  He was then 
stationed in Guam, then the Philippines and by 1925, he was a trumpeter with the 
American Legation in Beijing, China.   The next record we have of Roy doesn’t 
come for almost 20 years.  It shows that in October, 1942, still a Private, he was 
with the Eleventh Recruit Battalion, Recruit Depot, Marine Corps Base, California.  
By April, 1943, he was with the Special Weapons Group, Tenth Defense Battalion, 
First Marine Amphibious Corps in San Francisco, California, where he was 
promoted to Private First Class.  In July, 1945, he was with Marine Detachment, U. 
S. Navy Disciplinary Barracks, in Norfolk, Virginia and was still there in October, 
1945 after the war ended. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
 

*** 
 

RUSHIE R. ENDICOTT (1920 - ?) 
 He resided in Martin County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington, West Virginia in 1942.  His serial number was 35441655. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
RUSSELL C. ENDICOTT (1927 - ?) 
 He resided in Boone County, West Virginia and reenlisted in the Army at 
Camp Atterbury, Columbia, Ohio in 1945.  He had had prior military service.  His 
serial number was 45032878. 
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 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
RUSSELL D. ENDICOTT (1897 - ?) 
 Russell served during both World Wars I and II.  He enlisted in the Marine 
Corps on June 16, 1918 and was made part of Company “X”, Marine Barracks, 
Parris Island, South Carolina.  In July, 1918, he was attached to the 115th 
Company of the 3rd Provisional Regiment, in Santo Domingo City, in the 
Dominican Republic.  By December, 1918, he was a Corporal with the same unit.  
 
 In 1942, there is a record of a Russell D. Endicott residing in 
in Los Angeles and enlisting in the Army there.  His serial number was 39543809.  
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com 
2. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

RUTH E. ENDICOTT (1916 - ? ) 
 She resided in Rockingham County, New Hampshire and enlisted in the 
Women’s Army Corps (WAC) in Manchester on March 24, 1943.  Her serial 
number was A-105222.  Her enlistment record says she had two years of college, 
had ben a stenographer/typist in civil life and was single, without dependents. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
SAM ENDICOTT (1902 - ? ) 
 He resided in Coos County, New Hampshire and enlisted in the Army in 
Manchester in 1942. His serial number was 31175744. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

SAMUEL LEROY ENDICOTT (January 11, 1923-October 9, 2019) 
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 Sam grew up in Carmi, White County, Illinois.   He enlisted in the Army in 
Peoria, Illinois in April, 19143, and his serial number was 16154352.  His line of 
descent from John Endecott is as follows: 

• Governor John 
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• Joseph 
• Thomas 
• Moses 
• Joseph 
• George 
• Samuel Dawson 
• Samuel Dale 
 
On April 17, 2001, Sam wrote the following account of his military service: 
 
I was in the service exactly three years; half the time was in the U.S. and 
half in Europe––I always like symmetry! My 36 months nicely divided into 
four major categories, namely: 
 
• April, 1943 to late August ’43: I was in basic training at Fort (Camp 

then) Hood, Texas, and did some study in a thing called Weapons 
School. 

 
• August, 1943 to March ’44: I was fortunate enough to be tapped for the 

Army Specialized Training Program and was sent to Louisiana State 
University at Baton Rouge.  There, as in almost all ASTP programs, I 
studied basic college courses with emphasis on mathematics, chemistry, 
etc.  But most (perhaps all) programs began to fade out in early 1944. 
The military needed foot soldiers much more than they needed engineers.  

 
• March, 1944 to November ’44:  After a fairly brief train ride, I got off the 

train in northeast Texas at an Army base in Paris.  It was the 99th Infantry 
Division at Camp Maxey.  It was a cold night, quite unlike the steam-
heated room I had just left at Baton Rouge!  But the division band was 
playing and I felt the adrenalin flowing as I set foot onto Camp Maxey.  I 
still remember very vividly the long, hot summer of 1944 with more 
fundamental training and long, hot marches, and then in September the 
long train ride to the east coast and the ocean voyage to England.  My 
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circulatory system must have been poor because after only a brief time in 
combat conditions in Belgium, I found myself headed back to a hospital 
in England with a severe case of trench foot. Unknown to us, the Battle 
of the Bulge was looming over us, so those frozen feet may have been a 
blessing in disguise for me. 

 
• February, 1945 to March ’46: The military, in their infinite wisdom, 

decided that I could better serve pushing a pencil and put me in the Air 
Force––which was fine with me.  I was put in the XX Troop Carrier 
Command, an organization that flew C-47s carrying troops and supplies 
to various places in Europe.  I worked in the nerve center of the 
command, first in London, then Paris and finally Wiesbaden, Germany.  
Although I did some fairly serious work, it was all done in safety and 
relative comfort.  In short, it was sweetheart of a job.  Can imagine being 
on duty in London and Paris?  Although my “feel” for history at the time 
was fairly limited, I had perhaps an above average interest to see and 
learn––and what better places to do that than in two of the most 
important and interesting cities in the world?  And Wiesbaden was a 
beautiful resort city and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 
My Air Force career (so-called) made a deep impression on me.  I 

learned to love Europe and European history at a very tender age, my 
early 20s.  I got to see and travel in England, France, Germany, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, and Scotland.  For example, I was privileged to travel by 
train from London to Edinburgh and then on north to Inverness, a city 
near the top of Great Britain.  I took a boat from that far northern city 
through a system of canals and lakes and into the famous Loch Ness to 
the south end of this long body of water.  I then went by train back to my 
home in Wiesbaden.  This experience of European travel made such an 
impression on me that I always wanted to return, and have been lucky 
enough to go back eight times.  I realize that many GIs don’t have this 
feeling, which is understandable––our experiences were different and we 
were “bent” differently.  
 

Something interesting happened when I was in the process of leaving 
the Army and entering the Air Force.  It happened in Birmingham, 
England when I saw a pretty girl across the dance floor. We met.  We 
danced and a few days later I found myself in her home meeting her 
father and mother and two sisters.  No romance developed but a 
wonderful association ensued which we have kept up to this day.  My 
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wife and I have visited her at least four times through the years––once in 
London, twice in Birmingham, and once in the Cottswolds.  The 
association is still meaningful to me, and I think it is to her and her 
husband. 

 
Although it is possible that the Air Force part of my military stint 

shaped me more than any other part during this period, it is the 99th 
Infantry Division that I first think about my life in the service.  The 
summer at Camp Maxey is important to me as is the trip to Europe and 
my brief time on the Belgian/German border––but I believe it is the 99th 
Infantry Division Association that most reminds me of my life those 
many years ago.  I did not hear of the Association until 1988 and went to 
my first convention in 1990.  I remembered only a handful of people 
from those early years, but we now have a wonderful group that we love 
to see each year. 

 
To sum up my life after the military: I received a Bachelor’s degree 

from Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois.  I married a 
home-town girl (my sixth cousin who was also an Endicott) and we have 
three grown children. I pursued an insurance career and am now semi-
retired.  My hobbies (not many): travel, both in Europe and the U.S.; 
reading; some civic and church work–– and simply enjoying each day to 
the best of my ability.  

 
Sources: 

1. Personal correspondence with wife Martha Endicott. 
2. Manuscript written by Samuel Leroy Endicott 

 
*** 

 
SELDON ENDICOTT (August 10, 1922 – December 22, 2010)  
 Sid was a Staff Sergeant in the U.S. Army.  He entered the Army in 
Huntington, West Virginia in May 1943 and  had basic training at Ft. McClellan, 
Alabama.  His serial number was 35767119.  He then moved to Camp Stoneman in 
California and was assigned to the 172nd Infantry Regiment  of the 43rd  Division.  
On December 1943 he went by ship to New Caledonia in the South Pacific Islands.  
From there he went to the Philippines and fought on Luzon.  He was present in 
Japan when General Douglas McArthur signed peace treaty with Japan and 
marched in the victory parade.  He was discharged in January 1946.  He is buried 
in the Highland Memorial Park in Staffordsville, Kentucky.  
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43rd Infantry Division 

 
 The 43d Infantry Division landed in New Zealand on October 23, 1942. The 
172d Infantry Regiment arrived at Espiritu Santo on October 26.  The Division 
moved to Noumea, New Caledonia, in November and to Guadalcanal, February 17, 
1943.  
 
 The Russell Islands were occupied without opposition on February 21, and 
training continued.  Elements landed on Vangunu and Rendova Islands against 
minor resistance on June 30.  
 
 Rendova served as the major staging point for the assault on the Island of 
New Georgia.  That assault was met with determined enemy resistance.  The 
Japanese fought fiercely before relinquishing Munda and its airfield on August 5. 
 
 Vela Cela and Baanga were taken easily, but the Japanese resisted 
stubbornly on Arundel Island before withdrawing on  September 22.  After training 
at Munda, the 43d moved to Guadalcanal and from there to New Zealand for rest 
and rehabilitation.  
 
 On July 19, 1944, the Division assumed defensive positions at Aitape, 
engaged in patrols and reconnaissance at Tadji and along the Drinumor River, on 
July 25, and took the offensive on August 8, 1944, ending organized resistance on 
the 25th.  On January 9, 1945, the 43rd made an assault landing in the San Fabian 
area, Lingayen Gulf, on Luzon.  
 
 Under enemy fire, the Division secured the beachhead and fought into the 
Lingayen Plain by February 12.  The offensive was resumed against the enemy 
north and west of Fort Stotsenburg on February 27.  
 
 After ending Japanese resistance in the Zambales Mountains with help from 
the Philippine Commonwealth army forces, the 43d swung south against the 
Shimbu Line.  
 
 On May 6, 1945, the attack continued in the Bulucan area.  Ipo Dam was 
secured and enemy opposition smashed in the Ipo area May 19. Mopping-up 
activities continued until June 30, 1945.  
 
 The Division left Manila on September 13 for occupation duty in Japan and 
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after that it went home. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/43rd_Infantry_Division_(United_States) 
2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
3. http://aad.archives.gov 
4. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

SUMMERS H. ENDICOTT (1921 - ?) 
 He resided in Atlantic County, New Jersey and enlisted in Miami Beach, 
Florida in 1943.  His serial number was 13178286. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

THOMAS CURRENT ENDICOTT, Jr. (1912-1989) 
 He served in the U.S. Army Air Force at Presque Isle, Maine and at the air 
base on Newfoundland during WW II.  He was the son of Thomas Current 
Endicott, Sr., father of  Samuel Cleveland Endicott (see below) and older brother 
of Howard Endicott (see above).  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
 

*** 
 

THOMAS D. ENDICOTT (1922- ?) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Philadelphia in 1942 and his serial number was 
13098609.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

 
THOMAS H. ENDICOTT (1928 - ?) 
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 He resided in Butte County, California and enlisted in the Army in San 
Francisco  in 1946.  He had previous military service before that.  His serial 
number was 19212477. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 
 

 
*** 

THOMAS J. ENDICOTT (1915 - ?) 
 He resided in Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts and enlisted in the 
Army in Boston in 1942. His serial number was 31095475. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

THOMAS L. ENDICOTT (1924 - ?) 
 He resided in Posey County, Indiana and enlisted in the Army in Evansville 
in 1943.  His serial number was 35709940. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://www.docstoc.com/docs/19087268/WW-II-LIST-TO-

VENDOR-5-13-2005 
*** 

THOMAS P. ENDICOTT JR. 
 He enlisted in the Marine Corps on April 13, 1942 and went to the Recruit 
Depot in San Diego, California.   A year later, in July, 1943, now having risen all 
the way to Sergeant, he was with Marine Corps Schools Detachment, Quantico, 
Virginia.  In July, 1944, he was with Headquarters Battalion in Washington, D.C. 
In April, 1945, he was transferred to the Marine Barracks in Quantico, Virginia.  
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
 

*** 
 

THURLOW WALTER ENDICOTT (October 4, 1927 - August 8, 2010) 
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 Thurlo was born in Peoria, Illinois, the son of Thurlow Washington and 
Effie Launa Hall Endicott.  His father was in the Navy in WWI (see above).  He 
graduated from Altamont High School in the class of 1945.  He was Seaman First 
Class in the US Navy.  He was a long time resident of Coffeyville, Kansas, where 
he worked for Brown Furniture for over 30 years.   He is buried in the Restlawn 
Cemetery in Coffeyville.  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http:/www.cremationkansascity.com/obit_admin/obituary_detail.php?id=   
 1058 
 2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 

VERNE R. ENDICOTT (1902 -?) 
 He resided in Kay County and enlisted in the Army in Tulsa in 1942.  His 
serial number was 38323373. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
VERNIE E. ENDICOTT (1921 - ?) 
 He resided in Yuba County, California and enlisted in the Army in 
Sacramento in 1942.  His serial number was 39400735.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
VERNON RAY ENDICOTT (December 30,1926 – January 29, 2003) 
 He enlisted in the Army in Huntington, West Virginia in 1945 and his serial 
number was 35963706.  He is buried in the Fluty Lick Cemetery in Louisa, 
Kentucky.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
VIOLET M. ENDICOTT (1911 - ?) 
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 She resided in Madison County, Illinois and enlisted in the Women’s Army 
Corps (WAC) in Chicago on April 14, 1945.  Her serial number was A-618780.  
Her enlistment record says she had two years of high school and was married. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
VIRGIL ENDICOTT (1924 - ?) 
 He resided in Wayne County and enlisted in the Army at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky in 1945.  He had been Regular Army before that. His serial number was 
35652138.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
VIRGIL ENDICOTT (August 23, 1920 – January 16, 1967) 
 He resided in Martin County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington, West Virginia in 1942.  His serial number was 35637198 and he was a 
Private First Class.  He is buried in the Endicott Family Cemetery in Plainville, 
Kentucky.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

VIRGIL FRANKLIN ENDICOTT (March 18, 1918 – March 19, 1985) 
 He was a Motor Machinist's Mate 3rd Class and served from January 20, 
1945 to February 14, 1946 in the US Navy’s Seabees, constructing runways for the 
8th Air Force on Okinawa.  
  
 He survived the October 13, 1945 typhoon that beached five ships, 
destroying most of a U.S. Air Force and Naval installation, killing 28 men and 
injuring 423.  He returned home to the States on February 6, 1946  on the USS 
Sherburne  and was discharged on February 14, 1946 at the Norman Naval Station, 
in Norman, Oklahoma. 
 
 Some of the personnel of the Navy’s Construction Battalion received their 
initial training at Camp Endicott, Rhode Island, named after Rear Admiral 
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Mordecai Endicott (see above).  But since Virgil served in the Pacific, it is possible 
that he trained at Port Hueneme, California, instead.  
 
 More than 325,000 men served with the Seabees in World War II, fighting 
and building on six continents and more than 300 islands.  In the Pacific, where 
most of the construction was needed, the Seabees landed soon after the Marines 
and built major airstrips, bridges, roads, gasoline storage tanks, and Quonset huts 
for warehouses, hospitals, and housing. (Camp Endicott was the birthplace of the 
Quonset Hut.)  
 
 After completing three weeks of boot training at Camp Allen, and later at its 
successor, Camp Peary, both in Virginia, the Seabees were formed into 
construction battalions or other types of construction units.  Then they were usually 
sent to an Advanced Base Depot at either Davisville, Rhode Island, (Camp 
Endicott) or Port Hueneme, California.  There the battalions, and later other units, 
underwent staging and outfitting.  The Seabees received about six weeks of 
advanced military and technical training, underwent considerable unit training, and 
then were shipped to an overseas assignment.  
 
 55,000 Seabees were assigned to Okinawa, which is where Virgil was, and 
the battalions were organized into 11 regiments and 4 brigades, which, in turn, 
were all under the command of Commodore Andrew G. Biset, a Navy Civil 
Engineer Corps officer.  His command also included 45,000 United States Army 
engineers, aviation engineers, and a few British engineers.  Altogether, he 
commanded 100,000 construction troops, the largest U.S. concentration of 
construction troops during the entire war. 
 
 The Seabees had two paths of operation, one for the European theater of the 
war and one for the Pacific,.  The Pacific path, in turn, was broken into 3 
subsidiary paths.  The North Pacific path passed through Alaska and along the 
Aleutian island chain.  The Central Pacific path went through the Hawaiian, 
Marshall, Gilbert, Mariana, and Ryukyu Islands.  The South Pacific path went 
through the South Sea islands to Samoa, the Solomons, New Guinea, and the 
Philippine's.  All the Pacific paths converged on Japan and the Asiatic mainland. 
 
 Seabee accomplishments in the Pacific were unparalleled in the history of 
wartime construction.  With eighty percent of the Naval Construction Force 
concentrated on the three Pacific paths mentioned above, they literally built and 
fought their way to victory. 
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 In the North, Central, South and Southwest Pacific areas, the Seabees built 
111 major airstrips, 441 piers, 2,558 ammunition magazines, 700 square blocks of 
warehouses, hospitals to serve 70,000 patients, tanks for the storage of 
100,000,000 gallons of gasoline, and housing for 1,500,000 men.  In construction 
and fighting operations, the Pacific Seabees suffered 290 combat deaths and 500 
deaths in accidents and earned more than 2,000 Purple Hearts.  They also earned 5 
Navy Crosses and 33 Silver Stars during the war.  
 
 The Seabees played a key role in the last big operation of the island war, the 
seizure of Okinawa, which is where Virgil served.  Their task on Okinawa was 
truly immense.  They built ocean ports, a grid of roads, bomber and fighter fields, a 
seaplane base, Quonset villages, tank farms, storage dumps, hospitals, and ship 
repair facilities. 
 
 Nearly 55,000 Seabees, organized into four brigades, participated in 
Okinawa construction operations.  By August 1945, sufficient facilities, supplies, 
and manpower were at hand to mount an invasion of the Japanese home islands.   
But while the Allied forces in the Philippines and on Okinawa were readying  for 
the invasion, the Atom bomb was dropped, ending the war.   
 
 An important milestone in Seabee history was the release in early 1944 of 
the Hollywood movie, “The Fighting Seabees,” starring John Wayne and Susan 
Hayward.  It made "Seabee" a household word during the latter part of the war.  It 
also began a relationship between John Wayne and the Seabees that lasted more 
than three decades.  In fact, John Wayne's last motion picture was “Home for the 
Seabees,” a Navy documentary filmed in 1977 at the Naval Construction Battalion 
Center, in Port Hueneme, California.  This was most appropriate, since the 
exteriors of “The Fighting Seabees,” had been filmed in and around the same base 
during World War II. 
 
 Sources:  

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seabee#World_War_II 
3. http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq67-3.htm 

 
*** 

 
VIRGIL JACOB ENDICOTT (February 25, 1907 – September 23, 1951) 
 He resided in Spokane County and enlisted in the Army in Spokane in 1943.  
His serial number was 39467371 and he was a Private. 
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 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
VIRGIL P. ENDICOTT (June 4, 1925 – September 26, 2000) 
 He was a tec 5 Sergeant in the U.S. Army.  He enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington, West Virginia in 1943 and his serial number was 35771660.  He is 
buried in the Kirkland Memorial Gardens in Pleasantville, West Virginia. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  http://aad.archives.gov 
  2.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

WALLACE J. ENDICOTT (August 31, 1927 – March 13, 2007) 
 He was in the U.S. Navy and he is buried in the Redding Memorial Park in 
Redding, California. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

WALTER ENDICOTT (1925 - ?) 
 He resided in Martin County, Kentucky and enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington, West Virginia in 1943. His serial number was 35774429. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
WALTER I. ENDICOTT (1922- ? ) 
 He resided in Burlington County, New Jersey and enlisted in the Army in 
Camden in 1942.  His serial number was 32368849. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 
 

 
*** 
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WALKER ENDICOTT 1911 -?) 
 He enlisted in Huntington, West Virginia in the Army in 1945. His serial 
number was 35994469. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

WARREN HARDING ENDICOTT (September 15, 1920- January 26,1944) 
 He came from Mason County, Illinois, the son of Charles Joseph Endicott 
and Rachel Louella Reed.  He enlisted in Delavan but he had been in the National 
Guard before that.  His service number was 20605790.  The only thing we know 
about his service is that he was a Private First Class in the Army and was killed in 
action and is buried in the Fort McKinley Cemetery in Manila in the Philippines, a   
Cemetery reserved for those killed in the battle to retake the Philippines from the 
Japanese.   
 
 There are only two U.S. Army operations that coincide with January 26, 
1944, the day Warren died, both of them having to do with the New Guinea 
campaign.  
 
 The New Guinea campaign is largely forgotten today because Tarawa, 
Saipan, and Iwo Jima overshadowed it.  Yet that campaign was essential to the 
U.S. Navy's drive across the Central Pacific and the eventual liberation of the 
Philippines.  The Allied advance along the northern New Guinea coastline toward 
the Philippines forced the Japanese to divert ships, planes, and men to combat it. 
 
 Besides the enemy, fighting on New Guinea entailed a number of 
nightmares for U.S. and Japanese troops alike, such as malaria, dengue fever, 
dysentery, and scrub typhus., not to mention thick jungle, temperatures in the mid-
90s. and typhoon rains of 8-10 inches a day, resulting in impassable rivers and 
calf-deep mud.  
 
 The two parts of the New Guinea campaign in which Warren could have 
been killed are: 
 
 *  The New Britain campaign from December 15, 1943 – August 21, 1945. 
New Britain is a island about 60 miles east of New Guinea.  There was a huge 
Japanese base on Rabaul, the capital of New Britain, and the New Britain 
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campaign successfully sought to neutralize that base by isolating it and ultimately 
bypassing it.  
 
 The campaign consisted of several smaller battles, with only one involving 
the U.S. Army (other battles involved U.S. Marine or Australian forces).  That was 
the Battle of Arawe, an island at the southern tip of New Britain, from December, 
1943 – February 24, 1944 and was an Allied victory.  
 
 The US forces engaged were the Army’s 112th Cavalry Regimental Combat 
Team, plus elements of the 148th Field Artillery Battalion, 59th Engineer 
Company, the 236th Anti-aircraft Artillery Battalion (Searchlight), "A" Company 
of the United States Marine Corps 1st Amphibious Tractor Battalion and a 
detachment from the 26th Quartermaster War Dog Platoon. 
 
 The US attack on Arawe, an area consisting largely of swamp and jungle, 
was a diversion before a larger Marine Corps landing at Cape Gloucester in late 
December, 1943. The Allies secured Arawe after about a month of intermittent 
fighting with the outnumbered Japanese force there.  On January 16, 1944, the 
Americans launched a brief offensive that forced the Japanese to withdraw from 
the area.   At that point the fighting consisted of occasional patrol clashes and  
ambushes. Most of the U.S. casualties at Arawe were members of the 
112th Cavalry Regiment, which suffered 72 killed, 142 wounded and four missing. 
 
 *  Saidor.  The other battle in which Warren could have been killed was the 
amphibious landing at Saidor and aftermath, which occurred January 2 – February 
10, 1944. The U.S. force engaged was called the Michaelmas Task Force with the 
32nd Infantry Division and particularly the 126th Regimental Combat contributing 
most of the combat power.     
 
 Saidor is a beach on New Guinea proper, across the strait from New Britain. 
The landing itself encountered little opposition, with only 1 U.S. soldier being 
killed.  The Japanese 18th Army, consisting of the 50th and 21st Divisions, then fled 
into the rugged mountains in order to escape encirclement but left some forces to 
harass the Americans until January 21, when the Japanese withdrew.  The 
Americans then pursued them.  The Allied cause was helped when it was able to 
use captured codebooks to break the Japanese code.   Nevertheless, about 8,000 
Japanese succeeded in escaping.  
 
 The Michaelms Task force consisting of about 450 officers and 8,500 men.  
Captain Fleischer of that task force kept a diary of the action and while it mentions 
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fighting with the Japanese resulting in U.S. servicemen being killed on several 
occasions both before and after January 26, it does not mention any deaths actually 
on January 26.  It does, however, mention an action against a patrol of 20 Japanese 
on that date in which 4 Japanese were killed and 4 wounded.  
 
 Sources: 

1. Ancestry.com US Rosters of WWII dead 1939-1945 
2. http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM48X2_Mason_County_Second_

World_War_Memorial_Havana_IL 
3. http://genealogytrails.com/ill/mason/mil/ww2deaths.html 
4. http://aad.archives.gov 
5. http://www.history.army.mil/brochures/new-guinea/ng.htm 
6. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Arawe 
7. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landing_at_Saidor 
8. 1. http://www.32nd-division.org/history/ww2/32ww2-6.html 

 
*** 

 
WILLIAM ENDICOTT (1909 – 1980) 
 He resided in Boston, Massachusetts and was educated at Noble and 
Greenough School and Harvard University.  He enlisted in the Army in Boston on 
October 12, 1942 “for the duration of the war plus six months,” and his serial 
number was 11091195.  He stood 6 feet tall and weighed 150 pounds. He was 
technically in  “Branch Immaterial,” for the whole of the war, which meant that he 
could be assigned to any branch of the Army.   He served in the Army Air Corps at 
Wright Field (now Wright-Patterson Air Force Base) and since he had been 
engaged in the textile business before the war, his job was the design, 
experimentation and construction of parachutes.  His uncle was Thorndike Howe 
Endicott (see above) and his son, William T. Endicott, formerly Captain USMCR, 
is the author of this book.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
WILLIAM A. ENDICOTT (1916 - ? ) 
 He resided in Ripley County, Illinois and enlisted in the Army in Peoria on 
July 22, 1940.  He serial number was 16015179.  He was 69 inches tall and 
weighed 155 pounds.  
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 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

WILLIAM A. ENDICOTT (1907 -?) 
 He enlisted in the Army Air Corps in Richmond, Virginia on October 2 1942 
and his serial number was 13118134.  He had had 4 years of college and worked in 
metal products fabrication before enlisting.  He was 61 nches tall and weighed 151 
pounds. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

WILLIAM B. ENDICOTT 
 He served in the Marine Corps.  In April, 1944, muster tolls show him 
undergoing basic training in San Diego, California.  In July, 1944 as a Private First 
Class, he was with the Marine detachment aboard USS Hermitage.  In October, 
1945, with the war now over, he was with Casual Company, Marine Barracks, U.S. 
Naval Base, New York, N.Y. 
 
 The Hermitage, a former Italian luxury liner, was converted into a troop 
transport that served with the U.S. Navy during the war.   After April 14, 1944, the 
Hermitage made a number of trips between New York and Europe, namely to 
Belfast, Ireland: Liverpool, England; Southampton, England; Le Havre, France.  
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
 

*** 
WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT (February 19, 1918 – July 12, 2003) 
 He was an Signalman Third Class (SM3) in the U.S. Navy and he is buried 
in the Resurrection Cemetery in Montebello, California. 
  
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

WILLIAM E. ENDICOTT (1916- ?) 
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 He resided in Albany, New York  and enlisted in the Army in Albany on 
June 1, 1943, having been drafted.   His serial number was 32939759.  Prior to the 
war he had had 4 years of college and worked as a buyer and department head in a 
store.  He weighed 143 pounds.   
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://wwii-army.mooseroots.com/l/3637487/William-E-Endicott 

*** 
 

WILLIAM E. ENDICOTT, JR.  (1924 - ?) 
 His place of residence is listed as Fayette County, Kentucky in some 
documents and Jones County, Mississippi, in others. He reenlisted in the Army  at 
Kessler Field, Biloxi, Mississippi on February 5, 1943, having ben drafted.  He had 
had prior military service.  His serial number was 35794768.   He was 71 inches 
tall and weighed 147 pounds.  During the war he served in the Reserves in the 
Army Air Corps.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://wwii-army.mooseroots.com/l/6247865/William-E-Endicott-

Jr 
*** 

WILLIAM FRANKLIN ENDICOTT (September 4, 1918 -- November 26, 
2016) 
 Bill enlisted in the Army in Los Angeles on October 23, 1941, having been 
drafted.  His serial number was 39167340.  But not only did Bill serve in the U.S. 
military, he was also a professional baseball player poised for a great professional 
baseball career when WWII intervened.  When he returned to baseball after the 
war, he played 20 games for the St. Louis Cardinals in 1946, the year they won the 
World Series.   
 
 Bill was born in Acorn, Missouri, a miniscule agricultural town with a 
population then of 25 souls.  He was the third of four children of Samuel and Grace 
Endicott.  The family moved around a lot.   
 
 Severe drought caused them to leave Missouri not long after his birth and the 
1920 census records show them in Sulphur, Oklahoma, where his father briefly 
continued farming.  The 1930 census records suggest that the family also lived for 
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a time in Arizona during the early 1920s, since they show that Bill’s parents had a 
daughter born in that state in 1921. 
 
 Then, by the time Bill was 3, the family was to California, where his father 
gave up farming to work in the oil fields.   Bill tells it this way: 
 
  My father had an old touring car and we all drove cross-country in it – 
 his wife and his four children, He had a brother who had a job in the oil 
 fields but when we got out there my dad had a hard time finding  work. 
We somehow managed to get a house in Fellows, California, but  we had not 
 much money. My dad started walking every week to the  oil  company 
offices that were miles away, asking for a job. Finally, after I  don’t know how 
many trips, he was at the [reception] counter [at one of the  oil companies] and 
the clerk came out of his office with a question for the  employee there and when 
he saw my dad, he said, “You’re here again.” My  dad said, “Yes and I’m going to 
keep coming until you hire me.” The clerk  said, ‘Show up to work Monday.” 
 
 Both Bill and his brother Everett grew up in Kern County, California, and 
attended Taft Union High School in Taft, California. (Taft High was featured in the 
1986 movie "The Best of Times," starring Robin Williams and Kurt Russell.) 
At Taft, Bill played baseball from his sophomore through his senior years and 
basketball all four years. 
 
 After he graduated in 1936, Bill briefly played semipro ball for the Union 
City Greyhounds, which played in the Kitty League from 1935-55 when the league 
ceased to operate.  But then in 1937, at age 18, he went to a tryout camp for the St. 
Louis Cardinals in Southern California, where, he said, he met the legendary 
Cardinals general manager, Branch Rickey, who signed him to a contract and sent 
him to Albuquerque in the Class D Arizona-Texas League.  
 
 As early as training camp, Bill impressed observers with his speed; one story 
described him as “one of the fastest runners on the squad,” and predicted that it 
would not take him long to move up beyond D ball.  Bill batted well from the start, 
too, averaging .383 through the first 14 games, so well that The Sporting News 
(established in 1886, it became the dominant baseball publication) said he was 
“showing the way” for league batters. 
 
 Nevertheless, in early May, 1937, when league teams had to cut their rosters 
to 14, including the manager, Albuquerque released Bill.  He said he had turned an 
ankle in a game and exacerbated the injury when he pinch-hit before he had fully 
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recovered.  With so few roster spots, the team could not carry a player who could 
not play every day.  
 
 So, the Cardinals sent him to another of their Class D squads, Albany of the 
Georgia-Florida League, where he hit .297. The Cardinals assigned him to Albany 
again for 1938, where his league-leading .354 batting average helped them win the 
title and gave Bill his first berth on an All-Star team. 
 
 Bill’s performance earned him a jump to Houston of the Texas League for 
the 1939 season but when he hit .237 over his first 14 games, the Cardinals sent 
him to Class B Mobile of the Southeastern League, where he spent the rest of the 
1939 season, as well as 1940.  
 
 After hitting .314 the first year, he hit .320 the second, putting him among 
the top 10 in the league in batting, and earning him a second All-Star selection. 
That year he also earned a watch as a prize for winning a poll the team conducted 
to select its “most popular player.” 
 
 For 1941, the team sent Bill to Sacramento of the Pacific Coast League, and 
he thrived there.  Initially, manager Pepper Martin saw him as a reserve outfielder, 
behind Lynn King, but when King suffered an injury during training camp, Martin 
replaced him with Bill. 
 
  He immediately began hitting with authority, collecting 16 hits in 35 at-bats 
over the first week and a half and earning a mention in The Sporting News as 
“sensational.” Although his hitting cooled – he finished the year at .298 but among 
the top five in the league in doubles and triples – he was good enough to earn a 
place in the PCL All-Star game. The Cardinals rewarded him by calling him to the 
major leagues when the PCL season ended, picking him up in a trade with 
Sacramento for Floyd Young. 
 

 However, by the time Bill got the news, he was already back home in Taft, 
awaiting his orders from the Army, which had drafted him weeks earlier. 
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Bill Endicott of the St. Louis Cardinals 

 
 “I was drafted in 1941 and discharged in 1945,” he said.   In October, he 
entered the service as a Private and after basic training he did 18 months with the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps,  in the cryptography section of the Army’s message 
center in London, England.  He was billeted at  London’s Hyde Park and saw the 
city bombed a number of times. 
  
 On June 13, 1944, with the rank of Technical Sergeant. he was sent back to 
the U.S. in order to go through Officer Candidates School (OCS). The day he left 
London was the first day the V1 “Buzz Bombs” hit the city. 
 
 After finishing OCS, Bill was in the first of three groups from his graduating 
class scheduled to go to the Pacific and to be assigned to ships for the invasion of 
Japan.   But he got successively moved back, first to the second group and then the 
third group.  As he was getting ready to move out with the third group, however, 
the war ended.   
 
 When he left the Army, he had a physical and it was determined that 
somehow during his military service he had fractured a bone in his left shoulder, 
his throwing arm shoulder, and he was given a 10% disability, although it was only 
temporary.  To this day, Bill does not know how he injured it.  Did the problem 
start with playing baseball before the war and somehow he just slowly aggravated 
it during his military service?  “No, “ he says,  “I was in great shape going into the 
service.”  
 

Baseball During WWII 
 
 WWII disrupted baseball, but it could have been a lot worse.   In 1941, 
baseball was enjoying a big year with the likes of the Red Socks’ Ted Williams 
and the Yankees’ Joe DiMaggio.  But after Pearl Harbor, more than 500 major 
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league players, including Williams and DiMaggio, left baseball to serve in the 
military.   The minor leagues were even more greatly affected with 4,006 players 
leaving to serve.  Even manufacturers of sports equipment contributed to the war 
effort.   Hillerich & Bradsby, makers of the famous Louisville Slugger baseball 
bats, turned to producing stocks for the M1 carbine rifle. 
 
 Fears that the war might eliminate professional baseball, however, were 
quashed when President Roosevelt wrote his famous January 15, 1942 "Green 
Light" letter, saying "I honestly feel that it would be best for the country to keep 
baseball going” and people “ought to have a chance for recreation and for taking 
their minds off their work even more than before.”  He added “…I hope that night 
games can be extended because it gives an opportunity to the day shift to see a 
game occasionally.” 
 
 While there was some resentment at the idea of seemingly fit men 
participating in sports instead of the military,  the overwhelming majority saw 
baseball as a major morale booster throughout the war. 
 
 Despite the fact that the level of play was statistically lower during the war, 
the game’s popularity actually increased, reflecting the country’s embrace of 
baseball as the true national pastime. 
 
 Roosevelt’s suggestion that there be more night games helped keep  
attendance high, too.  Although it did decrease during the first 2 years of the war, 
by 1944 attendance returned to prewar levels and by 1945 it actually hit an all-time 
high.  Another reason for baseball’s continued popularity was that professional 
football, basketball, and hockey were not as popular relative to baseball as they are 
now.  
 
 1946 was a pivotal year for baseball.  With the war now over, baseball 
returned full force and things began to change.  Many ballplayers, including Bill 
Endicott, returned to the Majors and the quality of play greatly improved.  The 
New York Yankees became the first Major League Baseball team to fly to games 
on a regular basis, although a few players still took the train.  The Brooklyn 
Dodgers broke the race barrier by putting Jackie Robinson in the line-up, the first 
time an African-American played for a Major League baseball team since the 
1880s.  The Chicago White Sox became the first Major League team to provide an 
official Media Guide for baseball writers, with other teams quickly following suit.  
And finally, a couple of events started bidding up baseball salaries.  First, the 
Mexican League with much higher salaries, convinced a few Major League players 



 640 

to jump ship and play there.  And then, the Pittsburgh Pirates threatened to go out 
on strike over salary issues.  
 

Bill Endicott Returns to Baseball 
  
 In the spring of 1946, at age 27, Bill came back to the Cardinals to try to 
revive his baseball career. Despite doing little more for four years than a few 
pickup baseball games, he was impressive in spring training. At the end of 
February, The Sporting News reported that he was “hitting power blows from the 
big batting cage” and that Cardinals manager Eddie Dyer said he could “could fill 
in the outfield.” 

 

 But the shoulder problem identified in his Army discharge physical now 
became an issue and he was never able to throw well again. He said that until team 
doctors examined his arm and took X-rays, he had no idea he had fractured a bone, 
only that his arm was sore. He compounded that injury when he crashed into the 
left-field fence making what a sportswriter described as “a great catch” on a long 
fly ball in an exhibition game against the Boston Red Sox. 
 
 Despite his injury, the Cardinals kept Bill on the roster when they started the 
season. He appeared in his first major-league game on April 21, 1946 against the 
Cubs as a pinch-hitter in the top of the eighth inning with St. Louis trailing 3-2 
with two on and two out. He hit a long fly to right that Cubs outfielder Bill 
Nicholson misjudged, letting it fall in for a double, driving in the tying and go-
ahead runs. Despite the misplay, it was enough that Bill earned mention in an 
Associated Press roundup of the stars of the day’s games across the majors. 
 
 But as it turned out, Bill’s debut was the highlight of his major-league 
career. While he remained on the Cardinals roster for the entire season, he 
appeared in only 20 games, making it into the starting lineup for two games in left 
field. His other 18 appearances were, like his debut, as a pinch-hitter. 
 
 While he played for the Cards only that one year,  what a year!  The Cards 
won the World Series that year, beating the favored Boston Red Sox 4 games to 3.   
Although Bill was on the roster for the World Series, he did not appear in any of 
the 7 games.  Nevertheless, he still got a $5,000 bonus and a World Series Ring. 
 
  In all, Bill batted 24 times for the Cards, collected four hits – to go with his 
double in his first time at the plate, he added two more doubles and a single. He 
added one more RBI to the two he got in his first game, albeit one was not 
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dramatic since it accounted for one of the team’s dozen runs in a 12-4 rout of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in July. 
 
 The Cards kept Bill on the major-league roster for 1947, but shipped him to 
the minors to see if he could shake the effects of accumulated injuries. After two 
dozen games, when he saw he wasn’t improving and with his batting average 
sinking, he told the organization that he appreciated their patience but was hanging 
up his spikes. 
 
 Bill’s player number was 24.  He was a leftfielder (sometimes listed as a 
centerfielder), batted left, and threw left.  When he played he was   5' 11", 175 
lbs.  He used a MacGregor Goldsmith Pete Reiser model baseball glove.  
 
 On May 13, 1947 Bill was released optionally by the Cardinals to Houston.  
He was returned by Houston on June 25, 1947 and then unconditionally released 
by the Cardinals on June 30, 1947.   The problem was that left shoulder; the injury 
he acquired during the war hampered his throwing, “and if you have any problem 
with throwing, you just can’t play in the Majors,” as Bill put it.  “But I don’t have 
any complaints.  The Cardinals took great care of me and the whole thing was a 
great experience.”  
 
 After baseball, Bill went back home to California where he worked in the oil 
field for a few years, as his father had, until he joined the California Highway 
Patrol and served in it from 1948-1975.  He was a Lieutenant working first as an 
officer and then as a detachment commander.  
 
 Bill married twice.  His first wife, Mabel, died and Bill married Mary 
Griggson in 1971.  He had 2 sons.   
 
 When he died at 98, he was one of the oldest professional baseball players 
still living.  
 
 Bill’s line in America: 
 
Generation 1 – Governor John Endecott (1588-1665) 
Generation 2 – Dr. Zerubbable Endecott (1635-1684)  
Generation 3 – Joseph Endecott (1672-1747)  
Generation 4 – Joseph Endecott (1711-1748)  
Generation 5 – Joseph Endecott (1738 –1833) 
Generation 6 – Joseph Endicott (1771 –1833) 
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Generation 7 – John Endicott (1797-1875) 
Generation 8 – Samuel Endicott (1825-1900) 
Generation 9 – William Endicott (1869-1941) 
Generation 10 – Samuel Milton Endicott (1894-1974) 
Generation 11 – William Franklin Endicott (1918-2016) 
 

Then and Now 
 
 Major League Baseball is quite different today than when Bill Endicott 
played in 1946: 
 

• There was only one black player then, Jackie Robinson.  Subsequently, of 
course, there were many others.  However, the percentage of blacks has 
been dropping in recent years and is now about 9%.  At the same time, 
the percentage of foreign-born players, small in the 1940s, has steadily 
risen until today it is about 28% and closer to 50% in the minor leagues. 

  
• There was no television then and television was largely responsible for 

the vast increase of money coming into pro baseball. 
 

• There was also the reserve clause then, which served to keep players’ 
salaries down.  The reserve clause said that a player’s contract was 
owned in perpetuity by the club he originally signed with and he was not 
free to seek employment with another team unless the original club 
released him.  The reserve clause was abolished after St. Louis Cardinal 
star Kurt Flood took it all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1972, 
lost, but highlighted the issue so much that the reserve clause was 
abolished in 1975.  Subsequently, players became free agents, and 
salaries rose. 

 
• As a result of these changes, baseball salaries have risen astronomically 

since Bill played.  For instance, in 1946 Stan “The Man” Musial, one of 
the Cards’ standouts, got a salary of $18,500, which today, adjusted for 
inflation would be about $185,000.  But in 2011 the average player 
salary was between $1,338,000 and $6,756,000 depending on which team 
we’re talking about. 

 
• There were only 2 teams west of the Mississippi when Bill played, the St. 

Louis Cardinals and the St. Louis Browns.  Air travel was not common 
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until after WWII, so baseball teams traveled by train, which made travel 
to the west impractical.  Also, there were only 16 teams then, 30 today. 

 
• Baseball was unchallenged then as the national sport.  Today football and 

basketball compete with it for that honor.  
 
Sources: 
 1.http://www.baseballinwartime.com/those_who_served/those_who_served    
_nl.htm)  
 2.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Endicott_(baseball) 

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1946_St._Louis_Cardinals.png 
3. Information supplied by Baseball Hall of Fame, Cooperstown, New York 
4. Personal interview, March 26, 2011 
5. http://wwii-army.mooseroots.com/l/7867875/William-F-Endicott 
6. http://sabr.org/bioproj/person/913b22dc 

 
*** 

 
WILLIAM F. ENDICOTT (1926 - ?) 
 He resided in Marion County, Indiana and enlisted in the Army Reserves at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison on August 14, 1944.  His serial number was 15346607.  
He then enlisted in the regular Army in 1945.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
WILLIAM F. ENDICOTT (1926 -?) 
 He resided in Morris County, Kansas and reenlisted in the Regular Army on 
November 27, 1945 for the Panama Canal Department.  He had had previous 
military experience as a Private First Class in WWII.  His serial number was 
37734664. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://genealogytrails.com/kan/morris/ww2armyenlist.html 
3. http://wwii-army.mooseroots.com/l/7092804/William-F-Endicott 

 
*** 
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WILLIAM F. ENDICOTT (1906 - ?) 
 He resided in Crawford County, Kansas and enlisted in the Army  at Fort 
Leavenworth in 1944.  His serial number was 37755702. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
WILLIAM F. ENDICOTT, JR ( October 1, 1917 – November 5, 2007)  
 He resided in Providence, Rhode Island  and enlisted in the Army Air Force 
in Providence in 1942, having been drafted.  His serial number was 31181114.  He 
is buried in the Lakeside Cemetery Association in Rumford, Rhode Island.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.  http://aad.archives.gov 
  2.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
WILLIAM J. ENDICOTT (1924 - ?) 
 He resided in San Diego County and enlisted in the Army in Los Angeles on 
February 4, 1943, having been drafted.  His serial number was 39281300. He was 
assigned to “Branch Immaterial,” which meant he could be assigned anywhere the 
Army chose.  His civilian occupation was listed as “ Aircraft building.”  He was 68 
inches tall and weighed 134 pounds. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://wwii-army.mooseroots.com/l/7951278/William-J-Endicott 

*** 
 
WILLIAM L. ENDICOTT (1925- ?)) 
 He was born in Canada, became a U.S. Citizen and resided in Medford, 
Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  He enlisted at age 17 in the Army in  Boston 
on April 16, 1942, having been drafted  His serial number was 31091134. He was 
assigned to “Branch Immaterial,” which meant that he could be assigned 
anywhere, depending on the needs of the Army. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2.  http://www.docstoc.com/docs/19087268/WW-II-LIST-TO-VENDOR-5-13-

2005 
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3. http://wwii-army.mooseroots.com/l/2497966/William-L-Endicott 
*** 

 
WILLIAM NORMAN ENDICOTT (July 25, 1916 – July 14, 1966)  
 He was a Boatswain’s Mate Chief and served aboard the destroyer USS 
Schley, which was at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  Muster rolls show him 
present at Pearl Harbor on both September 30, 1941, and December 20, 1941, so 
one assumes that not only was the ship there on December 7, but so was William.  
 

Record of the USS Schley  
 
 The USS Schley was a Wickes-class destroyer built for the U.S. States Navy 
during World War I and then was later used extensively in World War II. She was 
the first ship named in honor of Winfield Scott Schley, a Navy Admiral from the 
Spanish-American war.  She was launched on March 28, 1918 and was 314 feet 4 
½ inches long, 30 feet 1 ¼ inches wide, could make 35 knots and had a crew of 
133 men.  She served in the Mediterranean during WWI.  But after the war she was 
reclassified as a high-speed troop transport, called in the Navy an “APD.” 
 
 Schley was recommissioned at San Diego on October 3, 1940 and arrived at 
Pearl Harbor on December 17, 1940 for patrols and exercises there during 1941. 
When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, she was moored 
in a nest of ships undergoing overhaul and, as her guns were dismantled, she was 
unable to do much besides reply with small arms fire.  
 
 Her overhaul was rushed to completion, however, and she operated at Pearl 
Harbor for almost a year.  On February 22, 1942 she proceeded to the New 
Hebrides, arriving at Espiritu Santo on March 24.  In the South Pacific she trained 
intensively with Marine raiders and other troops, acted as a patrol and escort 
vessel, and operated as a transport between the Solomons, the New Hebrides, 
American Samoa, and New Zealand. 
 
 Schley first participated in a combat landing on June 30, 1942 at New 
Georgia.  With two other APD's and some smaller ships, she put troops ashore at 
Wickham Anchorage at the southwest end of Vangunu.  On July 5, she landed 
more troops at Rice Anchorage, New Georgia.  
 
 On January 13, 1944, Schley was part of the task force that sailed to the 
Marshall Islands, arriving off Kwajalein on January 31.  As part of that operation, 
Schley put troops ashore at Bogon Island,  Aitape, Tumleo Island, Biak Island, 
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Cape Sansapor at the western end of New Guinea, rescued the crew of a wrecked 
American gasoline barge off Wakde Island, sank two Japanese barges, and silenced 
an enemy shore battery.  
 
 Schley next participated in two important preliminaries for the reconquest of 
the Philippines, landing troops on Morotai on September 9, and, on October 17, 
forming part of the APD group that occupied the small islands at the mouth of 
Leyte Gulf, clearing the way for the invasion of Leyte three days later. 
 
 After a month of convoy operations, Schley joined the task force that carried 
out landings in Ormoc Bay on December 7, 1944 .  The group came under intense 
kamikaze attack and although her sister ship USS Ward was sunk, Schley escaped 
damage.  
 
 Schley then participated in the landings at Mindoro on December 15,1944 
and at Lingayen on January 9, 1945.  During each operation she evaded an 
attacking kamikaze.  At Mindoro, American planes shot down the kamikaze about 
a thousand yards from Schley.  At Lingayen, the kamikaze veered off at the last 
minute to attack another ship but missed.  
 
 On February, 1945 she landed troops at Mariveles Harbor in order to cut off 
Japanese escape routes during the assault on Manila Bay and, two days later, put 
troops ashore under enemy fire on Corregidor, thus ending her combat operations. 
 
 On May 29, 1945, Shley arrived at San Diego for repairs, and was 
redesignated for duty as a rear-area escort and training vessel, since she was now 
too worn out for further front-line service. The taxpayers had certainly gotten their 
money out of her.  
 
 William is buried in the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
 
 Sources: 

1.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Schley_(DD-103) 
2.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

WILLIAM ONEY ENDICOTT (1913-1986) 
 Bill Endicott was a Navy Petty Officer who served at both Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa.  He was on the attack transport USS Mifflin, taking the Marines to those 



 647 

places.  He was not the only Endicott at Iwo Jima, however; one of the Marines 
taken there, although not on the Mifflin, and who died there, was George W. 
Endicott (see above).  Nor was Bill the only Endicott at Okinawa.  Also there, but 
in a floating reserve never committed to the fighting, was the Marine James 
Endicott (see above).  
 
 Bill Endicott, Jr. from whom most of this information comes, served as a 
Marine Corps Reservist from 1957-1963 and then was for many years an editor at 
the Sacramento Bee, covering politics.  He’s 75 years old (in 2011) and came from 
Kentucky originally.   
 
 He says he thinks his dad “largely served in the engine room” during the 
battle of Iwo Jima but also helped out when the casualties came back.  He saw the 
flag being raised on Mount Suribachi.  
 
 When I asked Bill Endicott, Jr. whether his dad had ever written anything 
about Iwo Jima, he had this to say: 
 
 No, he talked about it but usually only when I would ask.  He was on the 
 USS Mifflin, an attack transport that landed Marines.  He was watching 
 through binoculars when the second and larger flag went up --the one that 
 produced the famous photo.  And he was quite shaken by the wounded that 
 were brought back to the Mifflin.   I never knew until I found it on a 
 Website just a few years ago that his ship was actually hit a couple of times.   
 He never mentioned that.  He did talk about the kamikaze attacks at 
 Okinawa, and about an aircraft carrier near their ship being badly damaged.  
 He was on his way back to Guam to pick up Marines for the invasion of 
 Japan when  the war ended.  His ship then landed occupation troops.  He 
 brought home a Japanese rifle and bayonet, which I gave to a neighbor of 
 my Mom's in Kentucky when she died three years ago.  Speaking of the flag 
 raising, I became friends with the photographer, Joe Rosenthal, when I was 
 in the  Los Angeles Times' San Francisco Bureau and have his autograph on 
 a flag-raising reprint.  
 
 In 1999, William O. became eligible retroactively for the Combat Action 
Ribbon.  Created in 1969 for Navy and Marine Corps personnel, President Clinton 
extended it retroactively to WWII in 1999, making Bill eligible, since his ship was 
under fire at the invasion of Iwo Jima.  But the military no longer will send free 
medals to deceased or retired vets, so Bill, Jr. bought one to add to the frame that 
contains his father’s other medals.    
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 When I asked Bill who his Endicott ancestors were, he said this: 
  
 My grandfather’s name was Frank Endicott.  He died at a very early  
 age (in 1922) in Lexington, Ky., after years in the Oklahoma oil fields.  
 My great-grandfather — this according to an aunt, now deceased-- 
 was Willis Endicott.  My impression is that they found their way to  
 Kentucky via West Virginia.  But I’m not positive of that.  Beyond  
 that, I have no information.   
   

USS Mifflin 
 
 The USS Mifflin (APA-207) was a Haskell-class attack transport. She was 
named after Mifflin County, Pennsylvania.   Mifflin was laid down May 15, 1944 
by Permanente Metals Corp. Shipyard No. 2, Richmond, California and was 
launched August 7, 1944.  She was commissioned on October 11, 1944, with 
Commander L. J. Modave in command.  She was 455 feet long, 62 feet wide and 
had a draft of 24 feet.  She weighed 14,837 tons and could make a speed of 19 
knots.  Her crew consisted of 56 officers and 480 men.  
 
 After shakedown, Mifflin carried 1,100 troops to Pearl Harbor.  Exchanging 
her initial passengers for 4th Division Marines, she continued amphibious 
exercises off Maui, until ordered to Saipan on January 27, 1945.  
 
 On February 19, 1945, the first day of Marine Corps landings on Iwo Jima, 
her boats landed the 4th Division Marines.   Her boats then brought back U.S. 
battle casualties, which included her own because her ship’s beach party was hard 
hit, suffering 14 wounded and 3 missing.  
 
 For the initial landing that day, only the 4th and 5th Divisions landed, with the 
3rd Division being held as floating reserve to be sent in piecemeal later where 
needed.  Looking at the invasion beach, with Mount Suribachi on the left , the 5th 
Division landed closest to Suribachi at landing zones Green, Red 1 and Red 2.   
The 4th Division landed on its right, on the rest of the landing zones, Yellow 1, 
Yellow 2, Blue 1 and Blue 2.   
 
 After landing the 4th Division Marines, the Mifflin remained almost a week 
to offload priority cargo, then request cargo, and to take on board battle casualties.  
 
 Mifflin also sustained a shell hit on her 40mm gun director before retiring 
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with the wounded to Saipan on February 28. 
 
 Having replaced lost equipment and boats, she sailed on March 16 to nearby 
Tinian to practice for the invasion of Okinawa.  In position for this last great 
assault, on April 1 and 2, her boats feinted a landing of the 2d Marine Division on 
the southeastern shore to lessen opposition to the main effort on the western 
beaches.   One of the Marines in that fake landing was the Marine James Endicott 
(see above).  
 
 Again returning her Marines to Saipan, she remained there until early June. 
Steaming to the New Hebrides, Mifflin loaded stores which she offloaded on June 
30 at Guam.   On Independence Day, she weighed anchor for San Francisco with a 
small passenger list and a need for repairs. 
 
 Two months later, when she returned to the western Pacific to disembark 
1,600 Army replacement troops at Manila, Philippines, the war had ended.  Mifflin 
reloaded with men of the 33d Infantry Division assigned to occupation duty and 
arrived Wakayama, Japan, on September 25.  
 
 The next month, over 1,000 troops of the 24th Infantry Division were 
transported from Mindanao, Philippines, to Okajama, Japan, for occupation duty. 
Sailing to Okinawa on October 30, she engaged in "Magic Carpet" duty from 
November to March 1946, returning thousands of veterans to San Francisco.  
 
 Mifflin received two battle stars for her World War II service.  
 
 Sources: 

1. Telephone interview with William Fay Endicott on January 12, 2011. 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Mifflin_(APA-207) 
3. http://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-

histories/danfs/m/mifflin.html 
 

*** 
WILLIAM P. ENDICOTT 
 Bill Endicott of Hansville, Washington, served with Co. K, 130th Infantry 
Regiment, 33rd Infantry Division,  called the “Prairie Division,” from 1944-1956.  
During WWII he served in the Philippines and the Pacific Theater generally, 
including the occupation of Japan.  
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 For more than 20 years he published a newsletter for his fellow Army 
compatriots of the 33rd Division.  He started with just a dozen copies mailed out to 
members of the Division in 1985 but that quickly mushroomed to more than 1,200 
copies as word got out to his buddies.   
 
 A former television and radio reporter and producer, Bill decided to write 
about, and to, his beloved soldiers to ensure their accomplishments were not lost. 
In addition to the newsletter he publishes at his own cost, he has also authored 
well-researched articles on critical operations in the Pacific Theater and 
Philippines battles.  
 
 He said he is working on a book about the WWII generation that will be 
similar to former NBC News anchor Tom Brokaw’s The Greatest Generation. “I 
know all these guys personally and can put their stories into context,” Bill said. My 
wife says I’m about two years late.” 
 
 His home near Lakewood boasts a warm den brimming with war 
memorabilia, including a full-size flag of the 33rd Division.  Bookcases are loaded 
with his own works as well as research material for his many articles and 
monographs. Glass cases hold antique munitions, medals and the U.S. flag, folded 
in the familiar triangular shape. 
 
 He has models of the many Army tanks, Jeeps and other equipment he has 
used, and points to a picture of himself with another man.  They once drove an 
open U.S. Army Jeep across the country to celebrate the installation of a memorial 
on the east coast.  That Jeep was World War II vintage one, with open sides, and 
they took it all the way up Pikes Peak and the Colorado Rockies as part of their 
mission to raise funds for the memorial and draw attention to the cause.  
 
 Bill’s specialty is the jungle warfare in the Pacific, especially the tactics and 
strategies of General Douglas MacArthur and Admirals William “Bull” Halsey and 
Chester Nimitz.  But rather than dwell on the personalities of the big names, Bill 
likes to explain the tasks of ordinary soldiers in the Pacific and the dangers and 
hardships they faced.  
 
 According to Bill, the jungles were so dense on some islands that gunnery 
crews couldn’t use their mortars because they would be endangered by tree burst, 
when the shells would explode on hitting the dense canopy over their heads, 
showering deadly shrapnel over the gunners.  Many mortar crews were then put to 
work as litter-bearers, hauling wounded soldiers on stretchers through the 
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mountainous terrain where a mosquito bite could infect them with malaria and 
where the humidity and the temperatures were stifling.  Furthermore it could take 
as much as three days for a wounded man to be transported to a medical facility.  
 
        Bill’s son, William P. Endicott, Jr, served in the U.S. Navy from 1970-1972. 
 

33rd Infantry Division 
 
 When the US Army reorganized from the "square" (4 Regiments to a 
Division) to the "triangular" (3 Regiments to a Division) concept, the 132nd 
Infantry Regiment was separated and was sent to New Caledonia as part of Task 
Force 6814 where it became part of the Americal Division.  
 
 The division was left with the 123rd, 130th, and 136th Infantry Regiments. 
The 33rd Tank Company was sent to the Philippines as Company B of the 192nd 
Tank Battalion prior to Pearl Harbor where it was captured at Bataan. 
 
 The 33rd Infantry Division arrived in Hawaii on  July 12, 1943.  While 
guarding installations, it received training in jungle warfare.  On May 11, 1944, it 
arrived in New Guinea where it received additional training.  
  
 The 123rd Infantry Regiment arrived at Maffin Bay on September 1, to 
provide perimeter defense by aggressive patrolling for Wakde Airdrome and the 
Toem-Sarmi sector.  The 123rd was relieved on January 26, 1945.  Elements of the 
33rd arrived at Morotai on December 18, 1944.  Landings were made on the west 
coast of the island on December 22, without opposition and defensive perimeters 
were established.  Aggressive patrols encountered scattered resistance.  
 
 The 33rd landed at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon on February 10, 1945, and 
relieved the 43nd Infantry Division in the Damortis-Rosario Pozorrubio area on 
February 13-15.  
 
 The division then drove into the Caraballo Mountains on February 19, 
toward its objective, Baguio, the summer capital of the Philippines and the 
headquarters of  Japanese General Tomoyuki Yamashita (later executed for war 
crimes in his defense of the Philippines). 
  
 Fighting against a fanatical enemy entrenched in the hills, the 33rd took 
Aringay on March 7, Mount Calugong on April 8,  and Mount Mirador on April 
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25.  Baguio and Camp John Hay fell on April 26, under the concerted attack of the 
33rd and the 37th Infantry Divisions.  
 
 Manuel Roxas, later President of the Philippines, was freed during the 
capture of Baguio.  
 
 After mopping up isolated pockets of resistance, the Division broke up the 
last organized resistance of the enemy by capturing the San Nicholas-Tebbo-Itogon 
route on May 12.  All elements went to rest and rehabilitation areas on June 30, 
1945.   
 
 After that the 33rd Division began training for the invasion of Japan.  Bill 
received word that he was shipping out soon for this, not from a superior officer 
but from his Filipino laundryman insisting on being paid before taking his laundry 
one day. "You guys are shipping out," he was told, and it was news to Bill. 
   
  "But we were training hard,” he remembers.  “We knew we were going into 
some pretty fierce action. I figured we'd be some of the first ones to land because 
we were training with machine guns instead of  M-1 rifles." 
 
 But fortunately for Bill, the war ended before the invasion was to take place.  
Many years later, Bill secured from the government a sheaf of papers that had once 
been marked top secret. They outlined Strategic Plan "Downfall" -- the plans to 
land on Japanese soil Nov. 1, 1945.      
  
 The documents indicated up to 1.3 million servicemen and 1,000 landing 
craft would take part. They'd land first on the beaches of Kyushu. Then, in March 
1946, they'd attack the major industrial targets to the north, on Honshu. 
 
   "Look at the time frame," Bill says. "If they were going to attack November 
1, they'd have been staging the invasion off Okinawa. On October 8, a massive 
typhoon hit Okinawa, one of the worst ever recorded.  If the bombs had not been 
dropped, and if we had been poised there, the Navy would have been devastated. 
We might not have won the war." 
 
 So, instead of participating in the invasion.  Bill was among the first troops 
to occupy Japan after the surrender.  The division landed on Honshū on September 
25, and performed occupation duties until inactivated.  Here is Bill’s account of 
occupation: 
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 Everyone has their own memories of the day.  The landing - the train  
 to Kobe - the reactions of the civilians - the malaria (for those who  
 didn't take their atabrine tablets aboard ship) - and others recall the  
 agony of dysentery. 
 
 Shortly after arriving in Kobe, it was pack up and move out!  For the troops 
 … it was Himeji.  On the way to the train one of the troops in 130's 3rd 
 Battalion who had dysentery was about to drop when a major came 
 alongside and took his pack! For years I wanted to know who it was so I 
 could thank him.  Never was able. 
 
 Back home, The World Series was about to get under way: the Detroit 
 Tigers and the Chicago Cubs.  Innovation saved the day, when enterprising 
 GIs ran twin lead from the communications room over partitions and  across 
each room in their side of the barracks.  From the twin lead, drop  wires  came 
down to which a single earphone was attached.  Although the  signal 
progressively weakened it was a touch of home. 
 
 (In case you don't remember, the first game was played at Briggs Stadium. 
 It took seven games for Detroit to win the Series 4 to 3.) 
 
 It didn't take long for the black market to rear its ugly head. A carton of 
 cigarettes would command as much as $45. A staff sergeant in K Company, 
 being the enterprising person he was, set up a Japanese girl in a village 
 some distance away to "retail" his goods. 
 
 Colonel "The Ripper " Collins determined to put a stop to this underground 
 commerce.  He took a Jeep, a driver and an interpreter to the village, 
 suspecting it might be the center of activity.  He went to Ojosan’s house, 
 she wouldn't let them in.  The colonel had the interpreter tell her she had no 
 choice. "Chotto matte, " (wait a second) she said, quickly returning with a 
 note that read: "I'm the property of (sergeant's name), so keep your hand's 
 off!" 
 
 True to his reputation the colonel returned to the regiment and promptly 
 summoned the enterprising marketer, who once again became a Private. 
 
 By the time the 3rd Battalion of the 130th had everyone off sick call and 
 back on duty, word came we would be moving - this time to Maizuru.  
 It had  three zones: Naka Maizuru, Higashi Maizuru and Nishi Maizuru. 
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 Perhaps another which I forget. 
 
 Maizuru had been a Japanese naval base during the war. Some said it was 
 the equivalent to our Annapolis.  This was destroy the Japanese weaponry 
 time. 
 
 Every available GI was mustered and assigned an area where they would 
 transform Japanese guns and shells into junk.  Each team of GIs would have 
 a crew of Japanese laborers who would do the grunt work.  The 130's 3rd 
 Battalion had the task of destroying depth charges and torpedoes; all with 
 warheads removed. 
 
 Others would supervise loading shells and munitions onto barges which 
 were then taken out to sea and the junk deep-sixed. 
 
 The Japanese were mostly compliant.  Although one day a recalcitrant 
 Japanese refused to cooperate.  A lieutenant's flat side of a .45 barrel along 
 side the temple changed the former enemy's mind. 
 
 This old grunt (who was a young grunt then) had a crew of laborers whose 
 job it was to attach a chain from an overhead crane to torpedoes and direct 
 them into a hydraulic press where one end would be crushed. Then, draw it 
 out, do the same to the other end, and then into a trash heap.  Another 
 laborer's task was to take a T-wrench and open the valves of those 
 torpedoes full of compressed air. 
 
 One day he missed one - as the press compressed it, the nose cone came 
 sailing off past the GI and through a corrugated metal wall.  Imagine a 
 telegram saying "your son was torpedoed." 
 
 Through it all one will make friends with one of the former enemy.  I 
 remember Hidao Uwaizumi, a former lieutenant in the Japanese Navy. He 
 kept the laborers in line and was fluent in English. 
 
 Fall went very quickly as those with a high point count said their goodbyes 
 and boarded a train that would take them to a ship and the trip home. 
 For some it was not smooth sailing.  Those on the Marine Falcon 
 encountered extremely rough seas and many thought after living through 
 the war it would be hell to die at sea aboard a ship.  But they did make it 
 Stateside and were home by Christmas. 
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 Sources:   

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
2. http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/north_sound/mar/news/27583814.html 
3. http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/special/trinity/supplement/hiroshima.html 
4. http://www.33rdinfantrydivision.org/130thaccounts_endicott.htm 
5. http://www.effwa.org/files/pdf/07_NL_2010.pdf 
6. http://old.seattletimes.com/special/trinity/supplement/hiroshima.html#en

dicott 
 

*** 
WILLIAM R. ENDICOTT, JR. (1921 - ?) 
 He was born in Oregon.  His place of residence is listed as Kootenai County, 
Idaho in some documents but San Juan County, Washington in others.  He 
reenlisted in the Army  at Fort Lewis, Washington on July 20, 1943, having had 
prior military service.  His serial number was 19201566.  He served as a Private in 
the Army Reserve in the Medical Department or Army Nurse Corps. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives.gov 
2. http://wwii-army.mooseroots.com/l/1993508/William-R-Endicott-

Jr 
*** 

WILLIAM RICHARD “DICK” ENDICOTT (February 14, 1925 - February 28, 
2015) 
 He was born in Carmi, Illinois and was in the Navy in the Pacific. He went 
by the name Dick Endicott during his lifetime. 
 
 The following is an account of Dick’s military service written by his sister, 
Martha Endicott for his congregation, which did a series about the WWII 
experiences of several of the congregation members. 
 
 The year was 1943 and our country was deep into a war that dominated all 
thinking and every activity.  Almost everything was rationed from shoes to sugar 
to gar.  In every shop window one saw Uncle Sam pointing his finger and 
proclaiming “Uncle Sam needs YOU!”  The seniors in high school that year knew 
exactly whom that meant, so on January 2, 1943, my handsome big brother, Dick, 
who would graduate in the spring,  headed up to Chicago to enlist in the Army Air 
Force.  He was allowed to return home to finish the school year but on June 1, it 
was time to get down to business.  This meant first six, hot , miserable weeks in 
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basic training at Sheppard Field in Wichita Falls, Texas, and later cadet training at 
the University of Nebraska at Lincoln.  
 
 In December of 1943, Dick was stationed at Santa Ana, California, and this 
story is of both the youth and resourcefulness of the boys who we were sending off 
to foreign battlefields.  It was Christmas Eve and Dick had a 3-day pass––and he 
was totally broke, down to his last ten cents!  But to spend Christmas Eve in camp?  
No way!  So he hitched a ride to Los Angeles, then spent his only dime on a trolley 
car that took him to the Hollywood Canteen where he knew that had food and 
entertainment for the boys in service.  Unfortunately he got there after all the 
turkey was gone and had to settle for a sandwich made from turkey dressing.  His 
hunger satisfied, the young soldier then wandered off to see some Hollywood 
sights.  His luck finally took a turn for the better when he ran into a high school 
classmate, Ernie Crooks, who was also stationed at Santa Ana.  Fortunately, Ernie 
had some money and was quite willing to share with his buddy who had big ideas 
of a night on the town.  So off they went to the Hollywood Palladium where they 
caught a top-notch stage show.  Later the boys found a place to stay and ended up 
having a really fun weekend! 
 
 But of course the war raged on and the Air Force had decided that Dick was 
well suited to become a high speed radio operator.  Once he had mastered the 
International Morse Code and was adept at air-to-ground ad well as ground-to-
ground radio transmission, he was ready for overseas duty. Dick’s our of duty lay 
in the Pacific Theater where he was stationed in New Guinea, a large island just 
north of Australia, parts of which were held by the Japanese  until the end of the 
war.  But by late 1944, the U.S. had secured much of it and the Air Force set up a 
large communication base in the mountains there.  All messages were sent in code 
and their job was to pick up the messages, break the code, and then send them on 
to the proper destination.  Dick had quite a few stories of life on that island.  One 
of them was about the giant mosquitos he shared quarters with, for example. As the 
war progressed, Dick moved on to the Philippine Islands, landing in Leyte just 
three weeks after the U.S. invasion under General Douglas McArthur and he was 
in the islands when the war ended in August of 1945.  On Valentine’s Day, 1946, 
Dick received one of his best-ever birthday gifts, a discharge from the Army Air 
Force.   
 

Sources: 
 
  1. Personal correspondence from niece, Barbara Adams on 9-10- 
     18.  
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  2.  Account written by Martha G. Endicott Endicott 9-29-18. 
 

*** 
 
WILLIAM T. K. ENDICOTT (1912 - ?) 
 He resided in Los Angeles and enlisted in the Army in  Los Angeles in 1941.  
His serial number was 39159177. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 
WILLIAM VERNON ENDICOTT (October 7, 1922 -- December 1959) 
         He served in the U.S. Navy.  A muster roll shows him present at Pearl Harbor 
on December 31, 1941, which suggests that he could have been there on December 
7 also.  In this way, his case is like that of John Edward Endicott (see above), 
although not quite as strong.  
 
 In William’s case the muster roll in question is the one for the Report of 
Changes for Patrol Squadron Fourteen for the month ending 31 December, 1941.  
His service number is listed as 340 06 04 and his rank as Seaman 1st Class.  It says 
he enlisted at Kansas City, Kansas on May 20, 1941.  Other muster rolls show him 
at Peal Harbor on February 28, 1942; March 31, 1942; June 30, 1942; September 
30, 1942; and October 31, 1942. 
 
 Patrol squadrons were the Navy PBY Catalina  “flying boat” planes that 
patrolled the sky around Pearl Harbor.  A memorandum written on December 20, 
1941 by a P.N.L. Ballinger, the Commander of Task Force NINE (Commander 
Patrol Wing TWO), reports on the actions of the 7 Patrol Squadron under his 
command at the time of the Japanese attack.   
  
 He states that one of these patrol squadrons, VP-14, William Vernon 
Endicott’s squadron, consisted of 3 planes that were in the air at time of the  attack 
doing a security patrol with depth charges, plus 3 planes that were ready for flights 
on 30 minutes’ notice, plus 4 other planes that were ready for flight on 4 hours’ 
notice. 
 
 He also states that VP-22, John Edward Endicott’s patrol squadron, 
consisted of 12 planes ready for flight on 4 hours’ notice.   Ballinger says that the 
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4-hour period was normally to give the crews rest time, but on the day of the attack 
some planes were able to get in the air “45 minutes after the first bomb dropped.”  
 
 Ballinger goes on to give a brief description of what these planes did on the 
day of the attack, starting with one of the planes under his command (bit not one an 
Endicott was in) in sinking a Japanese midget submarine one mile from the 
entrance to Pearl Harbor.  He believes that his planes shot down 4 Japanese planes 
during the attack.  He talks about organizing searches for the Japanese task force 
immediately after the attack. 
 
 
          Sources: 

1. http://www.footnote.com/documents/43823547/pearl-harbor-muster-
rolls/?xid=319 

2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html 
3. http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/pearl/ph11.htm 

 
*** 

 
WILLIS W. ENDICOTT (1921 - ?) 
 He resided in Greenbrier County, West Virginia and enlisted in the Army in 
Huntington, West Virginia in 1942.  His serial number was 35436697. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
WILTON ENDICOTT (July 16, 1920 – February 20, 2003) 
 He was a Seaman First Class in the U.S. Navy and is buried in the Norway 
Cemetery in Myrtle Point, Oregon.   
 
 Sources:    
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

WINFRED ENDICOTT  
 He resided in New York City, New York and enlisted in the Army in 1939.  
His serial number was 06543463.  
 
         Sources: 
             1. http://aad.archives.gov 
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*** 
 

WINFRED OLVER ENDICOTT  (September 28, 1908 – October 24, 2005) 
 He was a Major in the U.S. Air Force, serving in both WWII and Korea. He 
is buried in the Fair Oaks Cemetery in fair Oaks, California. 
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 
WINFIELD ENDICOTT, JR (1920 - ?) 
 He resided in Atlantic County, New Jersey and enlisted in the Army at Fort 
Dix in 1942.  His serial number was 12047104.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

 
*** 

WINTHROP ENDICOTT (1919-?) 
 He resided in  Worcester, Massachusetts and enlisted in the Army at Fort  
Devens in 1944.  His serial number was 31452506. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives.gov 

*** 
 

VARIANT SPELLINGS 
 
ELLEN MARIE ENDACOTT (October 20, 1920 – August 10, 1946). 
 She was a Women’s Air Force Pilot (WASP) during WWII and the sister of 
Jack Endacott (see below).  She was a descendant of John Ashbury Endacott 
(January 10, 1865 – December 22, 1934), who was born in Plymouth, Devon, 
England, emigrated to America, and by 1887 was a Methodist preacher in  Eudora, 
Kansas.  She is also the sister of Jack Endacott (see below) and Mark Endacott (see 
below) 
 

Ellen was in the graduating class 43-W-5 on September 11, 1943.  After 
graduation she flew the aircraft in which Army Air Corps bombardiers were 
trained.  These included the AT-11 and the Martin Marauder TB-26.  When the 
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WASPS disbanded in December, 1944, she worked for a private company, ferrying 
light aircraft.  On August 10, 1946, after delivering an aircraft, she was riding as a 
passenger in another plane returning to her home base when engine problems 
required a forced landing that was unsuccessful and she was killed. 
 
 In the early 1940s, the United States Air force faced a dilemma.  Thousands 
of new airplanes were coming off assembly lines and needed to be delivered to 
military bases nationwide, yet most of America’s pilots were overseas, fighting the 
war.   
 
 To deal with the backlog, the government launched an experimental 
program, the WASP program, to train women pilots to fly military aircraft.  Over 
25,000 women applied and 1,830 were accepted.  Only 1,074 of these graduated to 
flying status.   These women flew countless missions in various military aircraft in 
support of the war effort, but they never were officially made part of the U.S. 
military.  
 
 On March 17, 2009, U.S. Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) and 
Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) introduced a bill which passed Congress and was signed 
by President Barack Obama on July 1, 2009 authorizing the issuance of a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 1,074 WASPS.  This has been done only 137 
times before.  George Washington was the first to get one, in 1776.  The only other 
WWII ones were the Tuskegee Airmen and the Navajo Code Talkers.   Helen’s 
Gold Medal resides with her brother, Jack Endacott, a retired Navy pilot.  
 
 The Congressional Gold Medal is awarded to persons "who have performed 
an achievement that has an impact on American history and culture that is likely to 
be recognized as a major achievement in the recipient's field long after the 
achievement." 
  
 Sources: 

1. http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/estes_park_news/epn3-26-
10webfile/2010032501/24.html 

*** 
 
JACK ANDREW ENDACOTT (1924 - ) 
 He was a Captain in the U.S. Navy and retired after 32 years (August, 1943 
– September, 1975) of continuous active service during WWII, Korea, and 
Vietnam, with combat missions in the latter two.  He won the Distinguished Flying 
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Cross in Korea.  He flew both propeller and jet aircraft from aircraft carriers, 
accumulating 465 carrier landings, 35 of them at night.  
 
 He is a descendant of John Ashbury Endacott (January 10, 1865 – December 
22, 1934), who was born in Plymouth, Devon, England, emigrated to America, and 
by 1887 was a Methodist preacher in  Eudora, Kansas. 
 
 Jack served on 9 U.S. carriers, the original Ranger, Philippine Sea, Midway, 
Roosevelt, Kearsarge, Boxer, second Hornet, second Ranger, and Hancock.  He 
flew 17 different aircraft in his career starting with the Aeronica Chief and ending 
with the A4 Skyhawk.  
 
 In August, 1943, he entered the U.S. Naval Aviation Flight Training 
Program but didn’t get his wings until October 1945, when the war was over. 
 
 During the Korean War, he flew 35 combat missions, flying unarmed 
fighter/photo reconnaissance missions over North Korea and other areas, which is 
how he won his Distinguished Flying Cross.  
 
 In 1965-66 he was Commanding Officer of the largest jet squadron in the 
U.S. Navy, consisting of 107 a-4 Skyhawk aircraft and 1,100 men whose mission it 
was to train all A-4 Pacific Fleet pilots destined for combat in Vietnam.  132 pilots 
were trained in 11 months. 
 
 From 1966-67, Jack did a one-year tour as second-in-command of the 
aircraft carrier USS Hancock (CVA-19), which was a combat tour off Vietnam.  
Two and three year tours at the Pentagon followed, interspersed with commanding 
a ship in the Mediterranean.   
 
 He retired from the Navy on September 1, 1975, worked for the naval 
architecture branch of the Naval Ship Command for 14 years, and retired from 
there in 1989.  He moved to Estes Park, Colorado in 1996.  
 
 On May 6-7, 2012, the Honor Flight of Northern Colorado sent 122 World 
War II and Korean veterans, including Jack, free of charge to Washington, D.C. to 
visit the World War II Memorial and other sites, such as the Iwo Jima Memorial, 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall, the Air Force Memorial and the Korean War 
Veterans Memorial. 
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 Jack has the following relatives who combined with Jack have between them 
have 117 years of military service to the United States:  
 

• Ellen Marie Endacott (sister), who was a WASP pilot in WWII. 
• Mark A. Endacott (brother), who served on a destroyer in WWII and 

Korea. 
• Steven Endacott (son), a Navy pilot in Desert Storm. 
• Lawrence Endacott (son) a naval officer. 
• Dana Dotten Endacott (daughter-in-law), one of the first women Navy 

pilots. 
• Cade Endacott (nephew), who served on destroyers.  

 
 Sources: 

1.http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/estes_park_news/epn10-5- 
12webfile/2012100401/10.html#10 
2.  http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/estes_park_news/epn3-26-
10webfile/2010032501/24.html 

***  
  

MARK ATLAS ENDACOTT (August 21, 1922 - May 14, 2007)  
 He served in the U.S. Navy as a Firecontrolman on destroyers from 1943-45 
and in Korea from 1951-53.  He was a descendant of John Ashbury Endacott 
(January 10, 1865 – December 22, 1934), who was born in Plymouth, Devon, 
England, emigrated to America, and by 1887 was a Methodist preacher in  Eudora, 
Kansas.  He was the brother of Jack Endacott (see above) and Ellen Endacott (see 
above) and the father of Cade Endacott (see below).  He was born in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/estes_park_news/epn3-26-
10webfile/2010032501/24.html 

2. http://boards.ancestry.com/topics.obits/110765/mb.ashx 
*** 

 
RICHARD S. ENDACOTT (October 28, 1921 - March 24, 2012) 
 He enlisted in the Marine Corps on August 29, 1942.  In October, 1945 he 
was a Private First Class with the 9th Regiment of the 3rd Marine Division and  “in 
the field.”  
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 At this point, we don’t know exactly what Richard did after enlistment 
although we know that he “served in the Pacific theater.”   But the history of the 3rd 
Marine Division suggests some interesting possibilities.  By June of 1943 – after 
Richard would have completed boot camp and other training – the 3rd Marine 
Division moved onto Guadalcanal for additional training.  After that, the Division 
was in the battles of Bougainville, Guam, and Iwo Jima.  At Iwo Jima, Richard’s 
regiment, the 9th Regiment, was supported by the 3rd tank Battalion, which was 
George William Endicott’s unit (see above).   
 
 Richard was a longtime Manhattan resident where he attended public 
schools, graduating from Manhattan High School. He later took business courses at 
Sacred Heart Academy in Manhattan. 
 
 He and his wife, Elaine,  built Endacott Electric and then Endacott Lighting 
into successful companies. An electrical contractor from 1949 to 1976, Richard 
taught several local electricians the trade and they in turn taught many others. In 
1967, Richard and Elaine began selling light fixtures. They had Endacott Lighting 
in Kansas City for 32 years as well as their store in Manhattan which is still family 
owned and operated.   
 
 Sources 

1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
2. http://www.ymlfuneralhome.com/main/obituary/1609 

 
*** 

 
CHARLES ENDECOTT (1910 -?) 
 He resided in Los Angeles, California and enlisted in the Army at Los 
Angeles in 1942.  His serial number was 20724147.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives. gov 
 

*** 
DONAL E. ENDECOTT (1917 - ?) 
 He resided in Logan County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army in 
Oklahoma City in 1942.   His serial number was 38024808.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://aad.archives. gov 
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*** 
ORACE JAMES ENDECOTT (March 10, 1922 – October 27, 1975) 
 U.S. Navy Muster rolls indicate that he served aboard the USS Nashville, a 
cruiser.  Nicknamed Andy, he was born in Oregon and the 1940 U.S. Census 
shows him living in Grant, Oregon.  
 
 Although the exact dates during which Andy served on the Nashville are not 
known yet, she had several interesting escapades during the war.  First of all, she 
was part of the task force that accompanied the aircraft carrier Hornet during the 
Doolittle raid on Tokyo on April 18, 1942.  Two Japanese picket boats spotted the 
task force and although both were sunk, one of them by the Nashville, the element 
of surprise was lost and the bombers had to be launched earlier than planned.  
 
 After that, from June–November, 1942 the Nashville patrolled the North 
Pacific Ocean, and participated in the attack on Kiska island on August 7, during 
which heavy damage was inflicted on Japanese shore installations.  Nashville also 
supported U.S. attacks on numerous other islands, including Guadalcanal, 
Bougainville, Cape Gloucester, New Britain and Leyte.  She also carried General 
McArthur during his famous return to the Philippines.  
 
 On December 13, 1944, suffered a grievous kamikaze attack that killed 133 
men and wounded 190 more.  
 
 Sources: 

1. Fold3 
2. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-

bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=94568339  
*** 

 
THOMAS ALVAN ENDECOTT (January 16, 1921 -  ) 
 Tom was a Technical Sergeant in the 855th Bomb Squadron of the 491st 
Bomb Group, which was part of the Eighth Air Force.  He served in the US Army 
Air Force from November 7, 1942 until November 10, 1945 and his serial number 
was 17128998.  He was waist gunner on a B-24 Liberator bomber, was shot down 
over Germany, and was in a German POW camp in Poland.  In February, 1945, the 
Germans forced him and thousands of other POWs to make an 86-day, 500-mile 
march in freezing weather to stay ahead of the advancing Russians that has been 
likened to the Bataan Death March.  
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 Tom was 5 feet 7 inches tall when he enlisted in the Army, had brown eyes 
and weighed 130 pounds.   The following is his lineage in America: 
 
 *  Gov. John Endecott 
 *  Zerubbabel Endecott 
 *  Joseph Endecott 
 *  Joseph Endecott 
 *  Thomas Endecott 
 *  Joseph Endecott 
 *  Clayton Welsh Endecott 
 *  Benjamin Franklin Endecott 
 *  Thomas William Endecott 
 *  Thomas Alvan Endecott 
  
 Tom is part of quite a military family.  His grandfather, Benjamin Franklin 
Endecott, served in the Civil War (see above), his son, Ronnie (see below) served 
in Vietnam, and his grandson, Jeffrey Allen Endecott, served in Iraq (see below). 
 
 Tom was born in Miami County, Kansas, and lived there on a 60-acre farm 
just across the state line from Drexel, Missouri where he lives today. The farm was 
also about a mile and a half from another farm that had been in the Endecott family 
for 100 years.   Tom had 9 brothers and sisters and he was the third youngest child.  
 
 As a youngster, he walked “about a mile” to a grade school and finished his 
education with the 8th grade there.   There were 33 children in the school in all 8 
grades.   After finishing grade school in 1934-5, he worked on the farm – “there 
wasn’t the money to go to high school.”   
 
 After that, Tom went to sheet metal school in Kansas City, Missouri, to learn 
a trade and when that was over, he got a job with Consolidated Aircraft factory in 
San Diego, California, making 75¢ an hour.  He and 5-6 others got to California by 
delivering a Buick automobile there.  “We took turns driving.  Left on Monday and 
got there on Wednesday.”  
 
 After working at Consolidated for about a year,  “I quit on a Friday and 
Pearl Harbor was on Sunday.”  Tom was now 20 years old.   He then came back 
home and went to work at a B-25 bomber factory in Fairfield, Missouri as a sub-
assembly man.  Thus, prior to serving in the Air Force, Tom had actually had quite 
a bit of experience building the kinds of bombers he would later fly in. 
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 On November 7, 1942, Tom enlisted in the Army Air Corps in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  
 
 Then, in early 1943, he got married to his wife,, Delta, whom he had met on 
a blind date in Kansas City, Kansas.  They met in June, 1942 and were married in 
January 16, 1943 in Odessa, Texas.   
 
 After preliminary training in Midland, Texas in May, 1943, Tom went to B-
24 bomber school at Keesler Field in Biloxi, Mississippi.  Following that, he was 
trained as a ball turret gunner (i.e. belly gunner on the underside of the plane)  in 
Kingman, Arizona.  Later, as we’ll see below, however, he served as a waist 
gunner on all but his first mission, not as a ball turret gunner.  
 
 After being sent to Salt Lake City, Utah to get assigned to a unit, Tom asked 
to be assigned to a B-24, which was granted, and he was sent to Tucson, Arizona to 
be put in a crew of 4 officers and 6 men.  Although, he was initially slated to be a 
ball turret gunner, after they got overseas, “they took the navigator away from us 
and we were flying a 9-man crew,” so they were shorthanded.   Furthermore, on 
their first mission, after the pilot had failed to lower the ball turret into position -- 
on the B-24, the ball turret was retracted for take off and lowered into position only 
in flight – Tom asked the pilot if he could be a waist gunner instead and the pilot 
said yes.  So, starting after the first mission, that’s where he served.  
 
 At 23, Tom was one of the older men on the crew, the average on some 
crews being only 20 years old.  
 
 They crew picked up their B-24 in Lincoln, Nebraska and in May, 1944, 
flew it to England, flying the “Northern Route” – Iceland, Goose Bay (Labrador).  
Once in England, the plane was “taken away” from them, and Tom spent a couple 
more weeks in gunnery school and did guard duty for a short while during the D-
Day invasion on June 6, 1944.  After that, he and the crew were stationed at the air 
base just southeast of the village of Metfield in Suffolk, England, where they were 
part of the 491st Bomb Group.  Metfield became their permanent base and while 
there they lived in a Quonset hut with another bomber crew.  
  

B-24 Liberators 
 
 The B-24, or “Lib,” as it was nicknamed, still holds the record as the most 
produced American military plane ever, at over 18,400 units, due largely to Henry 
Ford and the harnessing of American industry.  It was designed by Consolidated 
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Aircraft of San Diego, California, where Tom had worked,  and formed about one-
third of the U.S. Eighth Air Force’s Combined Bomber Offensive against 
Germany, with the other two-thirds being Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress bombers. 
(More B-24s flew in the Pacific than B-17s.) 
 
 Often compared with the better-known B-17, the B-24 was a more modern 
design with a higher top speed, greater range, and a heavier bomb load.  
Unfortunately, however, it was also more difficult to fly, with heavy control forces 
and poor formation-flying characteristics and it was called the “Flying Boxcar.” 
 
 Even worse, with fuel tanks throughout the upper fuselage and the 
lightweight construction, both designed to improve range and assembly line 
production, the plane was vulnerable to battle damage and was notorious for its 
tendency to catch fire.  
 

Waist Gunners 
 
 There were good parts and bad parts to being a waist gunner in a B-24.  The 
good part was that you could move around a lot more than the turret gunners could, 
and especially more than the ball turret gunner could.  Furthermore, you had a 
much better view of what was going on outside the plane due to the big rectangular 
waist window you stood in front of.   Finally, in a pinch, that window made it 
easier to get out of the plane if you had to jump – as Tom ultimately had to do.    
  
 Those were the good parts. But unfortunately, there were more bad parts 
than good parts.  One of the worst was the freezing weather.  You had to stand over 
your gun for hours in freezing air temperatures that sometimes sank to 20º to 50º 
below zero.  Exposure to such cold air could easily cause frostbite.  There was a 
wind deflector at the forward edge of each waist window to deflect much of the 
wind roaring by, but it was still pretty bad at the gun itself. 
 
 To protect against the cold, waist gunners had to wear electric underwear 
and many layers of heavy clothing – all underneath a flak vest.  The gunner had to 
be careful not to sweat putting on all this clothing because the sweat would freeze 
at higher altitudes, making gunners’ lives even more miserable. 
 
 Since they were standing, waist gunners were more subject to getting tossed 
around if the plane made any violent movements. Waist gunners were also the least 
protected from enemy fire, essentially standing exposed in a large picture window. 
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 Firing the 50-caliber Browning AN-M2 machine gun accurately was a chore, 
too. First of all, enemy planes usually flew by so fast there wasn’t much time to 
aim at them and all you could do was get off a short burst.  On top of that, the kick 
of the gun jostled it so much that it was difficult to keep it on target. And finally, 
unlike for the turret gunners, for waist gunners expended shell casings often spilled 
all over the floor, making it “slippery.”  
 
 Not only could jostling around impair aiming the gun, it could also 
inadvertently unplug the waist gunner’s oxygen supply during combat.  The 
affected gunner would first get dizzy then pass out.  If oxygen was not restored 
quickly, he could even and die from lack of oxygen.  Another thing that could 
disrupt the flow of oxygen was ice blockage in the oxygen masks, so they had to be 
cleared often.  
 
 With all these problems, it’s a wonder that waist gunners could hit anything, 
let alone shoot down an enemy plane.  Indeed, the most successful positions seem 
to be the more stable tail gunner and top turret gunner positions, with the most 
successful B-17 and B-24 gunners in these positions shooting down 16-17 planes.  
But at least one B-17 waist gunner, S/SGT Benjamin F. Warner, is credited with 
being an ace, shooting down 9 enemy planes. 
 
 Waist gunners often had other jobs besides shooting at enemy aircraft.  
Because they could see outside the plane better than anyone else, they would call 
out the position of enemy fighters to the other crew members though a voice mic, 
call out enemy fighters that were shot down, parachutes appearing from downed 
US planes, throw out chaff to confuse enemy radar, and maybe even apply first aid 
to wounded crew members.  
 
 The 491st attacked airfields, bridges, and coastal defenses both before and 
after the invasion of Normandy.  Prior to D-Day the main objective was to destroy 
the German air force, which was pretty much accomplished. After D-Day, the 
objective was to attack strategic objectives in Germany, such as communications 
centers, oil refineries, storage depots, industrial areas, shipyards, and other targets 
in such places as Bielefeld, Berlin, Cologne, Gelsenkirchen, Hamburg, Hannover, 
Kassel, Magdeburg and Munich.  On one occasion the 491st even attacked the 
headquarters of the German General Staff at Zossen, Germany.  After 25 missions, 
a bomber crew could go home.  
 

First Mission 
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 Tom’s first mission was to Aschersleben, Germany, not too far from Berlin, 
to bomb a refinery.  The U.S. bombers were accompanied by a P-38 Lighting 
fighter escort.   
 
 A German fighter came through the B-24 formation and the top turret 
gunner shot at him.  Then a P-38 dove on the German and shot him down.  Being 
in the belly gun and with the turret still in its retracted position, Tom didn’t see 
much of this action, however.  It was after this that he asked to fly waist gunner, 
which he did from then on.  
 
 On the way back home, Tom remembers, “We came pretty near to losing the 
plane.” “The engineer hadn’t ever flown at altitude before and they would go up to 
27,000 – 30,000 feet.  And then they ran out of gas coming back over the Zuider 
Zee (a bay northwest of the Netherlands -ed) and all 4 engines conked out and 
came back on.  We dropped from high altitude to about 11,000 feet before we 
could pick up the transfer of gas.”  
 

Subsequent Missions 
 
 On the second mission they flew to southern France to blow out a bridge. 
They had eight 1,000 pound bombs on board.  But when they got over the target it 
was so cloudy they couldn’t see where to drop the bombs so they had to return to 
base with the bombs still on board – a pretty dangerous undertaking. “If we’d been 
flying over Germany, they would have dumped them” Tom said, but not in France.   
Missions 3 and 4 were over Munich.   The US bombing of Germany was so intense 
at that point in the war that while Tom’s crew was flying to Munich on one of the 
missions, he saw a whole other formation of B-24s passing underneath him on 
their way back to England after a mission of their own.   
  

Explosion on Base 
 
 On July 15, 1944 at 7:30 p.m. there was a terrific explosion at the bomb 
dump in Metfield where Tom was based. One bomb mysteriously detonated, 
practically setting off the entire munitions storage area. Tom was in the movie 
house across the airfield from the bomb dump when it happened. It blew the 
windows out of the building, but luckily the building was made of brick and did 
not collapse.   
 
 Tom says the explosion occurred because two men transporting bombs in a 
truck backed the truck up too quickly, slammed on the brakes  thus causing the 
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bombs to dump out of the back of the truck and explode. Tom says the blast 
destroyed 7 planes and damaged others, which all had to be pre-flighted again 
before flying any mission. 1,200 tons of high-explosive and incendiary bombs 
rocked the countryside for miles around.  Five men were killed and five B-24s 
were damaged beyond repair.  An additional 6 aircraft were severely damaged.  
One eyewitness described how he was blown flat when standing 3½  miles away 
from the explosion. 
 

Fifth Mission 
 
 According to Army records, just 4 days after the explosion on base, on July 
19, 1944, Tom was in one of 1,068 bombers that set out on a bombing raid on 
Munich, Germany. But Tom himself says the date was the 21st, not the 19th, an 
unexplained discrepancy. 
 
  At any rate, it took quite a while to assemble that many bombers into 
formation in the air, coming as they did from all over England. 
 
 Tom’s plane was called “Lucky Buck” (serial number 42-110158) and it was 
Tom’s 5th mission.  He says they had a 9-man crew at this point, not the 10 the B-
24 was originally designed for.  Army records list only 8 men, however: Walter W. 
Kales,  Laurence V. Walker, Robert March Grant, Thomas Paul Maco, Thomas A. 
Endecott. William Henry Cook, Robert L. O’Dell; and William Leroy Krause.  But 
Tom says there was a Ralph Wilson aboard, too. 
 
 The Lucky Buck was not the crew’s normal plane, the plane they had been 
flying being unavailable that day.  Tom said the pilot, 2nd Lieutenant Walt Kales, 
did not want this plane because he felt that having the name Lucky would be 
unlucky since all planes with Lucky in their names had been shot down. 
 
 And indeed, the Lucky Buck was very unlucky that day.   It was one of four 
US planes shot down, hit by flak south of Frankfurt, before ever even reaching the 
target.  “There was a lot of flak then,” Tom remembers.  
 
 After the Lucky Buck was hit at noon, Kales, the pilot, found himself with a 
burning number one engine,(i.e. the outboard engine on the left wing), deep in 
Germany.  After eluding some enemy fighters by taking advantage of a cloud 
cover at 12,000 feet, Kales and copilot 2nd Lt. Larry Walker decided to leave the 
formation and nurse the plane westward for 45 minutes.  They dumped their 
bombs.  The plan was to fly as far as they could and then  “feather” the stricken 
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engine (that is, rotate the propeller blades to be parallel to the air flow, thus cutting 
wind resistance and enabling the plane to fly further) and fly back home on 3 
engines.  

 But they couldn’t build up enough oil pressure to feather the engine.  As a 
result, the propeller started wind milling and pulling the plane into semi-circles and 
causing it to quickly lose altitude -- and gas.  With the number one engine burning, 
part of the left wing glowing hot and the Lucky Buck quickly shaking to pieces, at 
9,000 feet Kales gave the order to bail out.   

 But Tom wasn’t even wearing his parachute.  “We were wearing a flak suit 
and we had to get rid of it so we could put our parachute on.”  Things were even 
worse for the co-pilot who inadvertently spilled his chute onto the flight deck and 
had to bail out with it in his arms. 

 Tom was the third from last man out of the plane, jumping through the waist 
gunner window.  It was the first and only time he ever parachuted.  He had trained 
how to jump out of the plane, but had never actually parachuted before.  As Tom 
put it, “there wasn’t much running through my mind right then other than just 
getting out. It was glowing red hot and about ready to blow up.”   He got a real jolt 
when his chute opened up.  “These were chest packs and when they open, it all 
goes up over your head and I was kind of laying on my back and I looked up and to 
see that chute open and about the time I did, it almost snapped my neck.”  He was 
still in the air when the plane hit the ground.  “I could see the plane hit the 
ground.”  It didn’t take very long for Tom to reach the ground, starting as he did 
from about 7,000 feet.  
 
 Luckily all members of the crew successfully parachuted out of the plane but 
then all were captured by the Germans.  

 According to the Army report for aircraft shot down, the Lucky Buck 
crashed in Grosselfingen, Germany, which is only about 60-70 miles from neutral 
Switzerland and freedom.   Indeed, one of the other bombers shot down that day 
did succeed in crash-landing in Switzerland. 

 When he made it to the ground,  
 
  A kid blabbered something in German. I didn’t think he was big  
 enough to have a gun so I started running. But he shot at me   
 once and I hit the ground and started to surrender and he shot   
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 again.  Then there were some air cadets so they took us in.    
 They had everybody caught all but the engineer in about an   
 hour, hour and a half.  Later, the engineer went traveling  
  during the day time and got caught.  
 
 At first, the Germans took them to Frankfurt where they stayed part of the 
night.  Then, the Germans sent them by train to an interrogation center and from 
there to A Luft, a transit camp for Air Force POWs, before sending them to 
permanent camps.  (See the story of Frederick Hyten Endicott above to learn more 
about the different kinds of German POW camps.) Regarding any thoughts of 
escape, in the transit camp there was a American Colonel POW who told the men 
that their best chance of survival was to stay with the biggest group of men 
possible, so that’s what Tom did for the rest of his time as a POW. 
 
 Tom was then sent to his permanent POW camp, Stalag Luft 4 Gross-
Tychow in what was then Pomerania, Prussia, but is called Tychowo, Poland 
today: “I was shipped to Luft 4 with other prisoners. The 1-mile walk from the 
train to the camp was a nightmare. The guards and dogs attacked us without 
mercy.”  A report by the International Red Cross in October 1944 described camp 
conditions as generally bad. 
 
 (Not all the Lucky Buck’s crew members wound up in the same 
concentration camp because Walter W. Kales is on the list of POWs on a Stalag 
Luft 1 website at http://www.merkki.com/north2.htm.) 
 
 As for conditions at the camp, “I imagine they had about 900 men there 
then,’ Tom says, “Americans and some Russians.” “We slept in tents, a big tent for 
a while and then they got smaller tents and put them between the barracks and we 
slept in them until it got to be cold weather.”  Then they were crowded into 
wooden barrack huts, 24 men to a room.   
 
 I never had a bunk.  They give you a paper sack full of wood shavings 
 and we laid it out on the ground when we were in the tent.  But in the room 
 I was sleeping on the floor.  They had double deck bunks all around the 
 room.  Two of us slept on the floor, the rest of us in bunks. 
 
 “We didn’t get too much to eat.  One meal a day was potatoes and the other 
was kohlrabi.  We were getting Red Cross parcels from 2 people.”   The Germans 
didn’t give the parcels out all at once, though, instead rationing them out bit by bit.  
And sometimes the Germans gave them “saw dust bread”, black bread with 



 673 

sawdust in it.  Any cans containing food had to be returned to the guards who 
counted them to make sure they were all returned and not used for building escape 
tunnels.  “The Germans didn’t like our Air Force very well,” Tom remembers, 
“because we had all Sergeants and they couldn’t work them” (because the Geneva 
Convention prohibited it – ed). 
 
 There was one American in charge of the others, a POW transferred from 
Luft 6, even further east in Poland, who had been captured before Tom’s crew.  
 
 What did they do all day?   
 
 The men played cards.  I got to where I could knit some, knit some  
 caps and so forth.  And walk around the compound.  They didn’t treat  us 
 too bad.  We had fleas in camp as they brought their dogs in.  We’d   
 hang our blankets out and let them get good and cold and then pick   
 the fleas off.  We didn’t have any lice until we got on the road.  
 
 We were allowed to write so many letters and so many cards a month.  
 I wrote my wife 8 letters altogether, but I never got any mail. 
 
 At first, Delta, Tom’s wife, pregnant with their first child, got a telegram 
from the War Department saying that he was missing in action.  Then, after the 
Germans told the Red Cross where he was, the Red Cross notified her that he was a 
POW.  Although Tom wrote her a card in July saying exactly what happened to 
him, she didn’t get it until December.  
 
 At this point, Tom and the others thought they were going to make it home 
OK because they felt the war was about to end in victory for the Allies.  
 

The March 
 
 Things got much worse in January, 1945, when the POWs could see the 
distant flash of artillery fire, which meant the advancing Soviets -- and thus 
probably their liberation -- was not far away.  Then came a German evacuation 
order and the departure of sick and wounded prisoners by train. More men went by 
rail a few days later.  Finally, on February 6, 1945, the remaining POWs set out on 
foot –when the snow was about 3 feet deep.   
 
 The march that Tom was on was actually a part of a series of forced marches 
during the final stages of the war. From a total of 257,000 western Allied prisoners 
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of war (93,941 of them American) held in German military prison camps, over 
80,000 POWs were forced to march westward across Poland, Czechoslovakia, and 
Germany in extreme winter conditions, over about four months between January 
and April 1945. 
 
 The question arises as to why the Germans would bother trying to escort 
these POWs on such a trip.  Why not just abandon them to the Soviets and flee to 
save themselves?  That would allow the Germans to get away quicker and forcing 
the Soviets to worry about what to so with these POWs might slow down the 
Soviet advance. 
 
 Although there are several theories about why the Germans wanted to do 
these marches, the official explanation came from SS general Gottlieb Berger who 
was in charge of them and was tried for it after the war. Berger claimed that Hitler 
himself had ordered the marches for 2 reasons: 
 
 *  He wanted to hold 35,000 of these POWs as hostages in an peace deal 
with the Allies.  He would threaten to kill the hostages if a deal was not reached. 
 
 *  He wanted to use them in major German cities as human shields against 
allied bombing raids.  
 

Tom’s March 
 
 The Germans issued the POWs on Tom’s march with G.I. overcoats, new 
pants, and one Red Cross parcel per man. The POWs Tom was with were put in 7 
groups, each of 50 men apiece.  But there were other groups, too, even groups from 
other POW camps, altogether possibly as many as 6,000 men. The Germans said 
the march would last only three days, but for Tom it ended up lasting 86 days, or 
until just 5 days before the end of the war.  
 
 In fact, it turned into a “death march” that has collectively been compared to 
the more infamous one from Bataan in the Pacific theater earlier in the war.  In 
some cases, for example, if prisoners fell out, the Germans just executed them, 
although Tom did not see this in his particular group.   
 
 The guards divided the POWs into groups of about 300, not all of which 
traveled the same route or at the same pace or took the same amount of time. The 
result was a diverging, converging river of men that flowed slowly but predictably 
west and later south. 
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 During the day, the prisoners marched four or five abreast, and at night were 
herded into nearby barns or slept out in the open.  With luck, a bed consisted of 
straw on a barn floor.  Sometimes, however, the Germans withheld clean straw, 
saying the men would contaminate it and make it unfit for livestock.  On occasion, 
so many men crowded into a barn that some had to sleep standing up.  And if no 
barn was available, they bivouacked in a field or forest – and all this was in 
freezing winter conditions.  
 
 Physician Leslie Caplan, one of the few officers on the trek, later calculated 
that the rations distributed by the Germans provided 770 mostly carbohydrate 
calories daily, and Red Cross parcels, when they were available, added perhaps 
500-600 more.  This total of 1,370 was 39% of the 3,500 calories the US military 
provided.  Food was so scarce some men ate uncooked rats. 
  
 Usually, all they had to eat was a little bread and boiled cabbage, and after 
the war for some time to come, the smell of boiled cabbage would make Tom sick. 
 
 Troops often marched all day with little or no mid-day food, water or rest. 
Adding to the misery was one of Germany's coldest winters ever.  Snow piled 
knee-deep at times, and temperatures plunged well below zero. Under these 
conditions, virtually all the marchers grew gaunt and weak. (In fact, it even snowed 
in May that year, just a few days before Tom was liberated.) 
 
 Diseases such as pneumonia, diphtheria, pellagra, typhus, trench foot, and 
tuberculosis ran rampant, but the most common problem was dysentery, often 
acquired by drinking contaminated water. 
 
 Throughout the ordeal, marchers hung together, helping each other. They 
quickly developed a buddy system in which two to four men ate and slept together 
and looked out for one another. Many survivors credit this with saving their lives. 
When the Germans produced a wagon for carrying the sick but no horse to pull it, 
weary POWs had to pull it. 
 
 Of all the groups who started on the march, estimated to be about 6,000 men 
in total, between 300 and 1,300 – no one knows for sure -- perished from disease, 
starvation, or at the hands of German guards.  By comparison, on the 5-10 day 
Bataan Death March in 1942, about 2,500-10,000 Filipino and 300-650 American 
POWs died out of about 60,000 Filipinos and 15,000 Americans on the march. 
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  Once the march began, Tom stopped only once, at Stalag 11, and this was 
only to take a cold shower (the first in 60 days) before being put back on march 
again. 
 
 Finally, while still on march on March 3, 1945, the German guards saw 
British soldiers approaching, threw down their guns and fled.  This happened about 
a day’s walk outside of Lauenburg, Germany, close to the Elbe River, about 25 
miles from Hamburg and about 500 miles from  the starting point in Poland.  Tom 
and a group of men then commandeered a tractor and trailer and rode that towards 
the Elbe and the British lines.  
 
 The men still didn’t feel completely safe, however, because British aircraft 
were flying all about and the men feared being strafed by mistake – as had almost 
happened once before on the march.  
 
 When they got to the Elbe, there was no way to get the tractor across 
because all the vehicular bridges had been blown up, so they had to abandon the 
tractor and make their way on foot. 
 
 When they finally reached the British lines and were free, Tom saw the 
British General, Sir Bernard Law Montgomery, sitting on the hood of his jeep, 
although he didn’t exchange words with him.  It was May 3 and the war ended on 
May 8.  
 
 “It was hard getting used to the freedom and the food.,” Tom said.  At first, 
he was sent via British Lancaster bomber to Brussels, Belgium to get the right kind 
of nutrition and to avoid “refeedinng syndrome.” After long periods of near 
starvation, the body undergoes a number of chemical and neurological changes.  
And if feeding is not done properly, there is a danger of causing reactions that can 
put such a strain on the heart that it can cause a heart attack.  
 
 After this stage was over, however, and they were allowed to eat more or 
less normally, they men began to gain weight – a lot of weight. “In about two 
weeks we hardly recognized one another.  We had a WAC dietician there and she 
fed us boiled beef about three or four times a day and I came home weighing about 
180 pounds and I never weighed that much.” (He was 130 pounds when he 
enlisted.)  
 
 Tom and the others were then sent to Camp Lucky Strike in France, near Le 
Havre.  This was one of the “cigarette camps” named after American cigarette 
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brands.  In 1944, after D-Day, they were used for staging grounds for newly 
arriving American troops.   Lucky Strike was the biggest and at the end of the war 
most of the liberated US POWs were processed there.  
 
 Lucky Strike was in the town of Saint-Sylvain in a muddy field northeast of 
Le Havre, on the site of an old German airfield.  V-1 rockets had actually been 
staged there at one time, so it had been heavily bombed.  In September, 1944, the 
US. Engineer Corps took it over.  
 
 Lucky Strike was really more of a town than a camp.  It had theaters, 
hospitals, a PX, and gift shops -- and more than 12,000 tents.  It became the most 
important military camp in Europe, extending over approximately 1,500 acres.  It 
was a transit camp with one and a half million US soldiers spending time there, 
usually not very long.  At times there were 100,000 men there with 6,000 departing 
daily.   The camp was closed in February 1946.  
 
 Tom was sent home on a Kaiser Liberty Ship and passed the Statue of 
Liberty coming into New York harbor.  He called his wife from New York, which 
was the first she knew that he had been liberated.  Fortunately, she had taken a day 
off work and was at home when the call came.  
 
 Tom was sent to Leavenworth Kansas for processing and then given a 90-
day separation leave home.  He got home to Kansas City in June – but not before 
the bus he was riding on broke down and he was able hitchhike most of the rest of 
the way.   He took a taxi for the final leg home.  
 
 Tom was honorably discharged on November 10, 1945.  He then farmed for 
15 years on a farm he rented.  After that he was a machinist with the Westinghouse 
plant nearby, following which he was a carpenter for a little over a year and then 
went to work for decades at the Bendix corporation, which made various 
aeronautical and automobile equipment as well as televisions and computers from 
1924-1983.  He retired from Bendix in 1986.  During that time, he also bought a 
farm in 1963 and split his time working on the farm and at Bendix.  He kept the 
farm until 1991.  He now lives in Drexel, Missouri.  He and Delta had 3 children.   
 
 Sources: 

1. 6- 21-12 and 8-6-12 emails from grandson, Greg Endecott 
2. 11-21-05 video interview of Thomas A. Endecott supplied by Greg 

Endecott on 7-31-12.   
3. http://www.491st.org/491hist3.html 
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4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consolidated_B-24_Liberator 
5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Metfield 
6. http://www.fold3.com/image/#28685604 
7. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stalag_Luft_IV 
8. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_March_(1945) 
9. http://www.b24.net/pow/march.htm 
10. Former American Prisoners of War Tell Their Stories, Copyright 

2001, Library of Congress Control Number: 2001 096 160, 
Leathers Publishing, Pages 65-66. 

11. http://www.lipper.cc/8th_AF/pages/waist.html 
12. http://www.b17queenofthesky.com/waistgun.htm 
13. http://www.skylighters.org/special/cigcamps/cmplstrk.html 

 
*** 

 
WILLIAM EMMETT ENDECOTT 
 He was a Seaman 1st class in the US Navy from 1941 to 1945. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/WW2.html  
*** 

 
WILLIAM R. ENDECOTT (1920 -?) 
 He resided in Logan County, Oklahoma and enlisted in the Army in 
Oklahoma City in 1942. His serial number was 38273950. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://aad.archives. gov 
  

*** 
 
OTHER ENDICOTT DESCENDANTS IN WWII: 
 
WILLIAM CLINTON BLACKLEDGE (1907 - 1945)  

Bill was a Captain in the US Army during WWII and his serial number was 
0256760.  He was captured by the Japanese on Bataan and survived the Bataan 
Death March and even shipping to Japan.  But he died in Japan shortly after 
arriving there.  
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Bill is the father of David William Blackledge (see Vietnam War section) 
and Robert Donald Blackledge (see Cold War section), and the grandfather of 
David Noel Blackledge (see Iraq War section) and William Dean Blackledge ( see 
Iraq War section).  
 

Bill’s lineage from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 
 
Gov. John Endecott (1588-1665)   
Zerubbabel Endecott (1635-1684) 
Joseph Endecott (1672-1747) 
Thomas Endecott (1737-1831) 
Thomas Endecott (1771-1836), 
Malinda Grubbs (1804-1884) 
America Amos  (1829-1911) 
Amos Blacklidge (1865-1913) (not a spelling error) 
William C. Blackledge (1905-1945) 
 

Goes to the Philippines 
 
Bill and his wife Helen Louise Van Curen Blackledge, graduated from 

Indiana University in 1929 prepared to be teachers.  However, American laws 
during the Great Depression in most states precluded married couples from 
teaching in the same school district so as to allow more families to have jobs.  So, 
in 1931, they signed up for a U.S. Government program providing American 
teachers to enhance education in the Philippines.  They left their one-year old son, 
David, with Helen’s mother, while they went ahead to size up the living conditions 
in the Philippines and she brought David to the Philippines in 1933 after Bill had 
become the principal of the Lingayen high school in northern Luzon.   A younger 
son, Bob, was born in 1937, and the family decided to move to Manila for better 
access to health care.   

 
Bill goes into the Army 

 
 Bill had taken an American Civil Service position and Helen continued her 
teaching career.  Then, another career beckoned and Bill transferred to the U.S. 
Army.  Commissioned through ROTC at Indiana University, Bill had headed the 
ROTC program at his Lingayen high school and participated in annual training 
with U.S. Army units on Luzon.  By 1940, as the Army increased efforts to prepare 
for the growing threat from Japan, he had accepted an offer to go on active duty 
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and soon was promoted to Captain. The family's standard of living then improved 
markedly.   
 

In 1940 they took home leave (via U.S. Army transport ships) to visit their 
families, buy their first new car, and tour America (including D.C. and the military 
academies at Annapolis and West Point).  Returning to Manila, in 1941 they soon 
found themselves entertaining young pilots arriving to fly the new P-40 fighters 
being assembled around the clock at the nearby airbase.   

 
When military dependents were ordered to be evacuated from the 

Philippines, Bill and Helen got permission to remain until his scheduled departure 
in the spring of 1942.  They reasoned that, should the Japanese attack before then, 
the situation wouldn't be any worse than the bombing that Britain had been 
enduring. 
 

The Japanese invade 
 
 In the aftermath of the first Japanese bombing of the Philippines on 
December 8, 1941 (the night of December 7 in Hawaii, which was attacked that 
morning), Bill quickly arranged for his family to move in with a civilian American 
couple living in a second-floor apartment of one of the few multi-story buildings in 
their residential district.  Fortunately, he also entrusted all his savings to a German 
businessman friend so Helen had access to these funds until they were exhausted.  
Initially put in charge of one of the military hospitals hastily set up in a nearby 
school, Bill said farewell to his family and departed for Bataan on Christmas Eve 
1941.   
 

Bill captured at Bataan 
 
 Despite a lack of supplies, American and Filipino forces conducted a 
fighting retreat against the Japanese for three months, moving steadily 
southward. This delayed the Japanese onslaught and prevented their immediate 
victory across the Pacific. In the end, however, the American and Filipino forces 
were overwhelmed on Bataan and surrendered on April 9, 1942.   A total of 
78,000 troops, 66,000 Filipinos and 12,000 Americans, the largest 
contingent of U.S. soldiers ever to surrender, were taken captive by the 
Japanese. 
 

Death March 
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The prisoners were at once force marched 55 miles from Mariveles, on the 
southern end of the Bataan peninsula, to San Fernando, on what became known as 
the “Bataan Death March.” Stuffed into boxcars, they continued by train to Capas, 
and then marched another six miles to the partially completed, primitive barracks 
at Camp O’Donnell.  At least 600 Americans and 5,000 Filipinos died because of 
the extreme brutality of their captors, who starved, beat, and kicked them on the 
way; those who became too weak to walk were bayoneted or shot. 

After the war, the Japanese commander, General Masaharu Homma, was 
tried for failing to prevent these war crimes and was executed by an American 
firing squad on April 3, 1946 in Los Baños, only a short distance from the 
internment camp where Bill’s family was interned (see stories of David Blackledge 
in Vietnam War section and Robert Blackledge in Cold War section).  

 
Japanese attitude towards prisoners 

 
The Japanese regarded surrender as unthinkable, which is why most of 

their soldiers fought to the death.  It’s also why they regarded with contempt 
enemy soldiers who surrendered and treated them badly. 

 
Although the Japanese never formally ratified the Geneva convention 

governing the treatment of POWs, they did announce in 1942 that they would 
abide by it.  The problem is they often didn’t.  The result was that whereas 
1.2% of American POWs died in German POW camps, 37% died in Japanese 
camps.  In the Philippines, it was even worse, 40% died.  

 
POWs were routinely beaten, starved, and abused and forced to work in 

mines and war-related factories in clear violation of the Geneva Convention.  
 
Despite their poor treatment of prisoners, the Japanese did follow the 

standard Axis procedure for reporting POWs during the war.  It was to inform the 
U.S. State Department or Office of the Provost Marshal General of prisoners taken. 
This was usually done via the International Red Cross. But sometimes it was done 
by the Japanese War Prisoners Information Bureau, which compiled lists and sent 
them to their consulate in Bern for transmission to the Red Cross. Getting 
information from the Japanese often took a lot of time and repeated attempts. 
 

A friend gets word back to his family 
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One of Bill’s former students had voluntarily accompanied him to Bataan 
but was told to escape before Bataan fell and get back to let the family know that 
Bill was still alive.  This young man became part of the Filipino underground, 
which included patriots at every level of the social structure.  They helped smuggle 
notes, money and even medicine from Helen to Bill at the risk of their own lives.   
 

 Endicotts in Japanese WWII prison camps 
 

Bill then became one of an amazing 7 Endicotts who were in Japanese 
prison camps during WWII.  First we have 3 foreigners, the Australians Jack 
Endicott, a survivor of the forced labor camps on the Burma Railway (subject of 
1957 film “Bridge on the River Kwai”); and Eric Endicott, who survived 
the Tokyo-04B-Naoetsu camp (featured in the 2014 film “Unbroken”); and the 
Englishman Frank Endicott, who survived the sinking of HMS Repulse and 
internment in the Changi POW camp.  (See their stories in the Australian and 
British WWII sections of Endicotts in the Military, Part II.)  
 
 But Bill was one of 4 actual descendants of Governor John Endecott who 
were prisoners of the Japanese.  Besides Bill, there were his sons, David W. 
Blackledge (see Vietnam War section) and Robert D. Blackledge (see Cold Wqr 
section), and Delilah Endicott (see elsewhere in this WWII section).   

 
All told, these John Endecott descendants were housed in 5 different 

Japanese prison camps in the Philippines. But the POW camps Bill was in were a 
lot worse than the civilian camps the others were in.  

 
Camps Bill was in 

 
After the Death March, Bill was taken to Camp O’Donnell, which had 

initially been built by American forces to house its own occupying army in the 
Philippines.  This was a transition camp and from there he was transferred to 
Cabanatuan, the most notorious of Japan’s prison camps in the Philippines, which 
contained the “Zero Ward” because it was said there was zero chance of getting 
out of there alive.  There was slave labor, starvation, malnutrition, torture, and 
beatings, and disease spread wildly.  
 
 At its height, 8,000 prisoners were held in Cabanatuan, including thousands 
of American POWs from the US Army, Navy, and Marine Corps who had survived 
the Bataan Death March and temporary internment at Camp O’Donnell.  The 
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prisoners also included some civilians who had voluntarily gone to help the 
defenders. 
 
 In December of 1945, Bill and others were taken from Cabanatuan to New 
Bilibid prison, the infamous processing camp from which the Japanese transported 
the healthier prisoners to Japan for harder labor; the sick ones were simply left to 
die from tropical disease, beatings, and starvation.  

 
Hell ships 

 
The Japanese Navy shipped Bill and other POWs to Japan on merchant 

vessels that they had requisitioned.  These ships were so overloaded and conditions 
so barbaric that the prisoners called them  “hell ships.” They were floating 
dungeons, where inmates were denied air, space, light, bathroom facilities, and 
adequate food and water—especially water. Thirst, heat and then cold as ships 
neared Japan claimed many lives, as did executions and beatings.   

 
But incredibly, the vast majority of deaths came as a result of “friendly fire” 

from U.S. and Allied naval ships, submarines, and aircraft attacking the hell ships, 
not realizing they contained their own countrymen. 
 

Aboard three different hell ships 
 

The first hell ship Bill was on was called the Oryoku Maru, which set sail on 
December 14, 1944. But it was sunk off the coast of Luzon the next day.  (The 
voyage and sinking of the Oryoku Maru is documented in heartrending detail 
collected from survivors after the war.)   

 
There were originally 1,619 POWs aboard, but 329 died; Bill was one of 

1,290 who survived by swimming to shore.  There he and the others were 
recaptured and he was put on another hell ship, the Enoura Maru.  And then on 
January 9, 1945 that ship was attacked and disabled.   

 
But Bill survived that, too, and was placed on a third ship, the Brazil Maru. 

He was carried off that at Moji, Japan on a stretcher on January 29.  But he died 2 
days later, 21 days before his family was rescued from the Los Baños Internment 
Camp.  The Japanese captain of the Brazil Maru was hanged as a war criminal. 
(The Brazil Maru itself was sunk later by a mine on May 12, 1945.) 
 

Controversy 
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The killing of Allied POWs aboard hell ships by friendly fire is a 

controversy to this day.  According to a 2001 book about it by Gregory 
Michno, called Death on the Hellships, more than 126,000 Allied POWs were 
transported in 156 voyages on 134 Japanese merchant ships.  About 1,540 Allied 
deaths resulted from the conditions in the holds and violence aboard these ships, 
but more than 20,000 deaths were due to "friendly fire" from American submarines 
and planes—more deaths than were sustained in combat by the U.S. Marine 
Corps during the entire Pacific campaign. 

 

The question is why the Allies repeatedly attacked these ships. One would 
have thought the intercepted Japanese radio transmissions concerning ships like the 
Oryoku Maru  would have revealed information about POWs on board.   
 

But individual messages were frequently garbled, reception was sometimes 
poor, and decryption, translation, and interpretation flawed. For example, what was 
interpreted by one intelligence unit as "troops" was interpreted by another as 
"prisoners of war." So far, there is no evidence to suggest that U.S. naval 
commanders knew of the presence of POWs on these Japanese ships.  
 
 Sources: 

1. https://issuu.com/filipinasheritagelibrary/docs/rhc-013587 
2. Draft roster of US Army POW’S showing transfers from Bilibid Prison 

to other camps in 1944 or earlier.  
3. https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/world-war-

ii/1944/oryoku-maru.html 
4. https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2003/winter/hell-ships-

2.html 
5. Correspondence with David W. Blackledge, son of William C. 

Backledge,  on 12-22-20 and subsequent emails.  
*** 

 
WILLIAM ENDICOTT HUNTLEY (November 8, 1914-1991) 
 He was born in Port Republic, New Jersey and resided in Gloucester 
County, New Jersey.  He enlisted in the Army on February 23, 1942 at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey and served in Army’s 4th Division, but his rank is unknown.  He won 
the Silver Star for capturing a machine gun nest in Normandy on D-Day.  He also 
got the Purple Heart.  He was a high school graduate and unmarried at time of 
enlistment.  
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 The 4th Division was the Army’s third highest in number of casualties 
suffered in WWII.  
 
 An early Huntley connection with the Endicott family occurred in 1825 
when Jesse H. Endicott married Elizabeth Vaughn (b. ca 1828) in Port Republic 
New York.  She was the  daughter of Zephaniah Vaughn and  Eliza/Elizabeth 
Huntley.  Such a connection is a bit ironic in that some Huntleys were Quakers and 
John Endecott hanged 4 Quakers.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.huntleys.org/W-Z/william_e.htm 
2. http://genforum.genealogy.com/endicott/messages/434.html 

 
*** 

 
JOHN ENDICOTT LAWRENCE (October 18, 1909 – March 27, 2007) 
 John Endicott Lawrence was a Lieutenant. Commander and the last living 
member of Admiral William (Bull) Halsey’s staff, serving as the chief of Halsey’s 
air combat intelligence (ACI) team.   
 
 This gave Lawrence a ringside seat to major historical events such as the 
management of the Guadalcanal offensive, the shooting down of Japanese Admiral 
Isokoru Yamamoto and above all, the battle of Leyte Gulf, the biggest naval battle 
in history.  He also was with Halsey at the Japanese surrender in Tokyo Bay in 
1945.   
 
 Lawrence was devoted to the memory of Halsey, a larger than life figure 
who became a Navy legend on the one hand, but criticized on the other hand for 
being tricked by the Japanese into leaving the San Bernadino Strait, a critical 
location during the battle of Leyte Gulf.  
 
 But all this was only one chapter in Lawrence’s long life devoted to service 
in many forms. 
 
 After graduating from Groton School in 1927, Harvard College in 1931and 
following graduate studies in Munich, Germany, Lawrence earned a LL.B from the 
Harvard Law School in 1936 and joined the firm of Goodwin, Proctor & Hoar in 
Boston.  While at Harvard College, he was a member of the Porcellian Club, as 
was his relative William Crowninshield Endicott (see above). 
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 The practice of law not having engaged him, however, he went into the 
cotton business with his father in 1938, supplying the mills of New England with 
bales from the American south, India and Egypt.  Pearl Harbor changed all this. 
 
 After a short Army basic course at Camp Devens, older volunteers were sent 
home with thanks, but at 32 he wasn't ready for the sidelines and 
talked his way into a new Navy program forming up at Quonset Point, RI, to train 
naval air intelligence personnel and this brought him to the staff of Admiral 
Halsey.  
 
 Admiral William Halsey (1882-1959)  was an imposing commander.  First 
of all, while he wasn’t a particularly big man, he had an enormous head.   Son of a 
naval officer, he was a fullback on the Naval Academy football team.  He was an 
emotional man who loved parties, drank and smoked, and did his best to evoke a 
gruff, scowling presence.  Himself a squared-away naval officer, he was, however, 
informal with his officers, waiving the requirement that they wear neckties, and he 
was popular with enlisted men.   
 
 He earned his Naval Aviator's Wings at the advanced age of 52, the oldest 
person to do so in the history of the U.S. Navy – but he was a notoriously bad 
flyer. 
   
 He was, in sum, an aggressive, flamboyant officer, and in the climate of 
shock and defeatism that followed Pearl Harbor, he fitted the Navy’s bill for a hero 
to hit back at the Japanese. This he did, first by commanding a task force that 
struck Japanese bases in the Marshall and Gilbert Islands in February, 1942, and 
then in April by successfully carrying the US bombers that staged the Doolittle raid 
on Tokyo.  These things made Halsey one of the earliest American heroes in the 
war.  (Unfortunately, the Japanese reacted to the Doolittle raid by executing 
250,000 Chinese civilians who they thought had aided the US flyers.)  
 
 Underneath this exterior however, Halsey had health problems, which his 
staff, including John Lawrence, knew about they had to factor it in when advising 
him.  For example, when Halsey was commander of the aircraft carriers  Enterprise 
and Hornet, which had launched the Doolittle raid, the stress of the mission caused 
him to break out in a rash over large part of his body.  This and lack of sleep 
caused him to deteriorate so badly that he had to be hospitalized, which caused him 
to miss the battle of Midway in June.  The battle of Midway, most historians agree, 
was the turning point in the Pacfic war because it so damaged the Japanese fleet 
that it could no longer remain on the offensive. 
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 But Halsey recovered and by September 1942 was assigned  command of 
US forces as Commander South Pacific, or “COMSOPAC,”  at Guadalcanal, the 
first really big US offensive of the war.  In that capacity he presided over the US 
victory at Guadalcanal and added to his reputation as a national hero.  
 
 While Halsey wanted to lead a task force himself in a climatic battle to end 
the war, as COMSOPAC, he and his staff were instead required to be diplomats, 
politicians, strategists and managers of other egos, such as that of General Douglas 
McArthur.  
 
 During the Guadalcanal offensive, John Lawrence served as a Lt. 
Commander liaising with the First Marine Air Wing. This brought him to 
Guadalcanal with the Marine landings, charged with establishing contact with 
coast watchers whose efforts provided valuable intelligence to the US landing 
force.  Mostly former colonial administrators in the Pacific islands, these residents 
took to the hills with radios supported by local people who opposed Japanese rule. 
  

The Department of Dirty Tricks 
 
 Admiral Robert “Mick” Carney became Halsey’s chief of staff of Halsey’s 
3rd Fleet staff in July of 1943 and soon presided over a staff that called itself “the 
Department of Dirty Tricks,” and which eschewed formality and bureaucracy.  
Under Carney, Captain Marion “Mike” Cheek, was the staff intelligence officer, 
who cultivated the ability to “think like the Japanese,” and thus successfully guess 
their next move.  But Halsey didn’t like him and sometimes ignored his advice, 
such as at the battle of Leyte Gulf, (see below).   
 
 John Lawrence served under Cheek as one of Halsey’s air combat 
intelligence officers.   Halsey, welcomed Reservists as air combat intelligence 
officers, knowing that there were not enough career Navy men to do all the jobs 
that needed to be done in the war.   He especially welcomed them if like Lawrence, 
they were older, smooth, Ivy Leaguers who had come from law firms or Wall 
Street.  
 
 Lawrence even cultivated a special relation with Halsey, frequently playing 
deck tennis with him.  As his son, Jack Endicott Lawrence puts its,  
 
 Halsey got his exercise aboard ship playing deck tennis.  In case you are 
 not familiar with the game, it involves a rope ring which is thrown over a 
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 volley ball net.  The main rule is that throw and catch must be in 
 one uninterrupted motion.  Play ends when the ring hits the deck.  Halsey 
 always had a court set up below the #1 turret and my father was an eager 
 and, I believe, regular player who continued with his children during 
 summers in  Maine. 

Flag Plot 
 
 When Halsey’s flagship was the battleship USS New Jersey,  Lawrence 
worked in “Flag Plot,” a deck above Halsey’s living quarters, that was the nerve 
center for all Third Fleet Operations.  There Lawrence and the other air combat 
intelligence officers evaluated threats, targets, used intercepts of Japanese 
messages broken by US code breakers to intercept Japanese planes, and evaluated 
the effectiveness of US raids.   Flag Plot, however, had no windows, was crowded 
and smelled bad.   
  
 Halsey encouraged all his staff members, including the Reserve Officers, to 
speak up and engage in vigorous debate with the Regular Navy officers.  As 
reported in his book “Sea of Thunder, author Evan Thomas quotes Lawrence as 
saying about this: “The staff was devoted to Halsey.  He was the most marvelous 
man to work for.  He had a temper, but he was kind.  And he had extraordinary 
charisma.” 
 
 While Thomas recounts that Lawrence loved the freewheeling debate that 
went on in the Department of Dirty Tricks, Lawrence did not, according to 
Thomas, get along very well with his immediate boss, Captain Cheek, the staff’s 
chief intelligence officer.  “Cheek rarely went to Flag Plot,” Thomas reports, 
preferring instead to maintain an office in his stateroom.    
 
 Cheek had a chip on his shoulder regarding Ivy Leaguers and couldn’t stand 
up to the air combat intelligence officers in debate.  A certain amount of social 
snobbery existed on the part of these officers because they felt they came from a 
socially more prominent background than Cheek and because they felt closer to the 
pilots who flew the vital missions.  
 
 Instead of making direct assaults on Japanese positions, which were sure to 
cause high American casualties, the Department of Dirty Tricks sought where 
possible to outfox the Japanese and surprise them. 
 
 One such operation was the ambushing of Japanese Admiral Isoroku 
Yamamoto, architect of the Pearl Harbor attack.  Back at Pearl Harbor, Navy 
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cryptographers had broken the Japanese code and discovered that Yamamoto was 
going to fly into a small island south of Bougainville at 7:30 am on April 18, 1943.  
The mission to ambush and kill him was turned over to Halsey (who had to turn 
the job over Army pilots because only they had the 16 P-38 Lighting planes that 
could fly such a long mission and make it back again).  It worked and Yamamoto 
was killed.  
 
 Lawrence debriefed the aircrews that shot Yamamoto down, which is 
interesting because of the controversy that grew up in the aftermath of the 
shootdown over who had actually got Yamamoto, Thomas Lanphier, leader of the 
American attack group, or Rex Barber, a member of it. 
 
 Some members of the attack group have said “Upon landing none of the 15 
surviving pilots were formally debriefed on the mission….” and  ”We had no one 
who could conduct debriefings in those days. We were uneducated then.  We only 
knew what we ourselves had been through, and accepted each others’ version of 
what had happened.” 
 
 But as a Harvard-trained lawyer and Naval intelligence officer, Lawrence  
presumably would be well equipped to “conduct debriefings.” So, it’s unclear what 
happened here. 
 
 A factor that may have played a role is reflected in the following passage 
from “Sea of Thunder,” in which Thomas quotes Lawrence as to what extent ACI 
officers believed the pilots they were debriefing: 
   
 Accuracy was a paramount consideration, but not the only one,  
 recalled John Lawrence, Halsey’s chief ACI staffer.  “We had 
 to think about the morale of the flyers when we were questioning 
 the veracity of their reports,” recalls Lawrence.  “The pilots were 
 under enormous strain,” risking their lives on every mission. 
 “We wanted to encourage the pilots to go back and attack.  The  
 ACI staffers were faced with a dilemma.  “The great question,” 
 said Lawrence, “was to what extent you could water down the 
 pilots’ reports without killing morale.  Sending those pilots back 
 out…”, said Lawrence, pausing as he recalled those feelings,  
 still with him a half century later,  “That was very tough to do.” 
 
 Since as group leader, Lanphier had quickly filed the official report of the 
mission, and claimed that he alone had shot down Yamamoto, perhaps this 
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combined with Lawrence’s statement above explains why Lanphier’s version of 
the story was unquestioned, at least for a while. 
  

Battle of Leyte Gulf 
 
 Probably the most controversial part of Admiral Halsey’s career was his 
actions at the battle of Leyte Gulf on October 24, 1944, and John Lawrence was 
involved in that, too. 
 
 Briefly stated, critics such as historian Samuel Elliot Morrison, who wrote 
the official US Navy history of the war, have charged that the Japanese tricked 
Halsey into withdrawing his vast, 64-ship task force to the north from the San 
Bernardino Strait on October 24 in order to chase Japanese aircraft carriers sent to 
decoy him. 
 
 Halsey’s absence -  critics add that was done without properly informing 
other US forces in the area -- left the area extremely vulnerable to a 23-ship 
Japanese attack which occurred on October 25 in the battle off Samar, one the 
phases in the battle of Leyte Gulf.  This attack, had it been successful, could have 
allowed the Japanese to then seriously interfere with General McArthur’s invasion 
of the island of Leyte that was in progress.   
 
 Before deciding to rush up north, Halsey convened a meeting of the 
Department of Dirty Tricks at which Lawrence was present.  The consensus of the 
meeting was that the Japanese fleet having just tried to force the strait in a previous 
battle but having failed and suffered a severe mauling,  were not going to try it 
again.  Thus, destroying the Japanese aircraft carriers in the north appeared to be 
the top priority to the Department of Dirty Tricks.   They didn’t realize, however, 
that the Japanese aircraft carriers had few planes on them and that they were there 
only to draw Halsey away. 
 
 In an interview with Evan Thomas, Lawrence admitted he shared the 
consensus view of the Department of Dirty Tricks to go north and Thomas quoted 
Lawrence as saying “mea culpa” to Thomas about it.   
 
 Not all of the officers on Halsey’s staff thought leaving the San Bernardino 
Strait was a good idea.  For example, Captain Marion Cheek, Lawrence’s nominal 
boss, disagreed with the decision but for various reasons Cheek was unable to 
persuade the others of his point of view.   
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 The matter was exacerbated by the fact that immediately after having 
ordered his task force up north, Halsey went to his room to go to sleep.   His staff, 
aware of Halsey’s precarious health, was reluctant to disturb him --  even when 
evidence began to mount that the Japanese were indeed attempting a second 
passage through the San Bernardino Strait.  
 
 When the Japanese task force, which included 4 battleships and 6 heavy 
cruisers plus other ships, and  did come through the strait, the only American 
defenders were 6 relatively unarmed ”jeep” aircraft carriers,  carriers whose job 
was simply to ferry planes back and force between the larger carriers, rather than 
fight a naval battle, plus 3 destroyers and 4 destroyer escorts. 
 
 However, US Admiral Clifton Sprague, in charge of the jeep carriers, saved 
the day in the battle off Samar by quickly launching his aircraft and sending them 
to attack the Japanese ships.  The destroyers also charged the enemy – destroyers 
going up against battleships.  They all did such a good job that the leader of the 
Japanese task force, Admiral Takeo Kurita, thought he was facing a much bigger, 
more powerful force (i.e. Halsey’s force) and he turned back. 
 
 The result was a Japanese defeat but what critics charge was the loss of more 
than 1,500 US sailors and airmen who might have been saved had Halsey’s task 
force been the one facing Kurita, not the jeep carriers and destroyers.  
 

After the War 
 
 At war's end, Lawrence returned to the cotton business, but public service 
was always an interest. He ran the United Fund drive in Boston in 1947 and 
actively promoted Dwight Eisenhower's presidential run in 1952. Christian Herter 
appointed him to the Racing Commission. 
 
 He served as a trustee of Groton School for 25 years, the last 10 as president 
of the Board, and as an Overseer of Harvard College from 1959-62.  He served on 
the Corporation and Board of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital for over 50 years, many of those as Chair. He effected with Dr. J. Robert 
Buchanan, then General Director of the MGH, a collaboration of the MGH and the 
Hinduja Foundation of Bombay to create a different sort of hospital that drew on 
the Indian diaspora for western-trained personnel. 
 
 Subsequently, as President of the Hinduja Foundation in New York, he 
enabled the establishment of a chair at Harvard to promote better understanding of 
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the Indian culture in the USA. These accomplishments combined his loves of 
India, the MGH and Harvard, no small achievements for a man in his 70s. 
 
 Meanwhile, cotton merchandising had been crushed by the Commodity 
Credit Corporation which paid cotton farmers a subsidized price for 
their production above the market, leaving no room for merchants such as himself. 
 
 So, Lawrence turned to his far-flung contacts to develop other opportunities 
leading to ventures in canning vegetables on the former Farouk Estates in the 
Egyptian Nile Delta, tuna canning in Somalia, converting locally mined mica in 
India into electronic capacitors, and shrimp fishing and processing in The 
Cameroons with Gortons of Gloucester. 
 
 During this time, he held directorships at General Electric, West Point 
Pepperell and the State Street Investment Corporation. 
 
 But he never let these activities interfere with his love of sailing on the coast 
of Maine, horses, golf and skiing, which he learned in Germany in the 1930s and 
brought to a proficiency, which earned him an invitation to the Olympic training 
camp in 1935, an invitation he had to turn down to finish law school. He was a 
long time member of Harvard’s Porcellian Club, Myopia Hunt Club, Somerset 
Club, India Wharf Rats, Hochgebirge Ski Club, The Humane Society and the 
Tavern Club. He married Anne Mercer Tuckerman in 1938 and nursed her through 
more than 25 years of Parkinson's Disease until her death in 1980.  In 1983, he 
married an old friend widowed in 1974, Janet White Barnes, whose companionship 
and family brought him great joy. She died in 1998. He took great pleasure from 
the company of his children, Susanna Colloredo-Mansfeld, John E. Jr (Jack), 
David, their spouses, his 8 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. 
 
 Sources: 
 1. http://www.obitsforlife.com/obituary/293380/Lawrence-John.php 
 2. http://www.18thfwa.org/statusReports/srpt25/page4.html 
 3.     Email correspondence with Jack Endicott Lawrence on August 
         8, 2012.   
 4.     “Sea of Thunder” by Evan Thomas, Simon and Schuster, 2006.  
 5.     http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Halsey,_Jr. 
 

 
*** 
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ENDICOTT R. LOVELL, JR. (1919-?)  
 He came from Michigan and was in the class of 1938 at the Phillips Exeter 
Academy where he got a varsity letter in crew.  After 2 years of college, in 1942, 
he enlisted in Green Bay, Wisconsin in the Army Air Force as an Aviation Cadet.  
His serial number was 16056013, later changed to O-663531, when he became an 
officer. 
 
 The March 1944 USAAF Overseas Accident Reports lists him as having had 
a take off accident on March 5, 1944 in a B24H aircraft at Waller Field, Trinidad, 
British West Indies.   The B24H was a Liberator bomber with a gun turret added in 
the front (earlier models didn’t have that.) 
 
  He was killed as a 1st Lt. bomber pilot with the 8th Air Force.  His brother, 
Jim, Exeter class of 1940, was also killed as a bomber pilot.  
 
 His father, E..R. Lovell, Sr.. was president of the Calumet and & Hecla 
Company and an avid supporter of amateur ice hockey.  
 

Sources: 
 1. http://www.aviationarchaeology.com/src/AARMonthly/Mar1944O.htm 

*** 
 
ENDICOTT PEABODY (February 15, 1920 – December 1, 1997) 

On April 14,1945, Endicott “Chub” Peabody was a Navy Lieutenant aboard 
the USS Tirante, a Tench class submarine on her first combat mission, patrolling 
the coast of Japanese-occupied Korea.  A few hours later, in Quelpart Harbor, 
Korea, he participated in one of the most daring missions of the war and it was to 
earn his captain, George L. Street, the Congressional Medal of Honor, the second 
in command, Edward L. Beach, the Navy Cross, Chub the Silver Star, and the 
entire Tirante crew a Presidential Unit Citation.  
 

Beach later wrote one of the great novels of the war “Run Silent, Run 
Deep,” and it became a 1958 Hollywood movie, starring Clark Gable and Burt 
Lancaster.  He wrote several other books, too, one of which was “Submarine,” and 
it has detailed accounts of several subs’ careers, including that of the Tirante.   
Chub also did well after the war; two decades later, when Chub came aboard the 
Tirante in Boston harbor in April 1963, it was as Governor of Massachusetts. 
 

Endicott Connection 
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 There are at least seven Peabody-Endicott connections.  The first Peabody to 
come to America was Francis Peabody (1614-1697) and he had 14 children.  His 
grandson, Joseph Peabody (1757-1844), made a fortune importing pepper from 
Sumatra, and according the book “Joseph Peabody,” written by an Endicott no less, 
William Crowinshield Endicott, Jr, Joseph Peabody employed 5 members of the 
Endicott family as captains of his ships:  Samuel, Nathan, Aaron, Johnathan, and 
Moses Endicott. 

 
The sixth Peabody-Endicott connection occurred in 1823 when Martha 

Endicott (1799-1891), a 7th generation descendant of Governor John Endecott 
(1588-1665) married a second Francis Peabody (1801-1867), a Salem merchant 
and grandson of Joseph Peabody.     

 
The seventh connection occurred when Francis Peabody’s granddaughter, 

Ellen Peabody (1833 - 1927), married William Crowinshield. Endicott, Sr, (1826-
1900) in 1859.  William was the Secretary of War in the first Grover Cleveland 
administration.   A portrait of Ellen Peabody Endicott by the famous painter, John 
Singer Sargent, hangs in the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. today.  
Their daughter, Mary Endicott, married the widower Joseph Chamberlain, British 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and thus became the step-mother to Nobel 
prize winner Austen Chamberlain, and more famously, to his brother British Prime 
Minister Neville “peace in our time” Chamberlain.   

 
Chub Peabody descends from Governor John Endecott (1588-1665).   Since 

he descends through Martha Endicott, here are the details of her descent from the 
Governor, followed by Chub’s descent from her thereafter: 
 
* Governor John Endecott (1588 - 1665) 
 
*  Zerubbabel Endecott (1635 - 1684) 
 
* Samuel Endicott (1659-1694)  
 
*  Samuel Endecott (1687 - 1766),  Third generation from the Governor. 
 
*  John Endicott 1713-1783).   (Spelling changed from Endecott to Endicott by 
Samuel Endicott in 1724.)  Fourth generation. 
 
*  John Endicott (1739-1816).  Fifth generation.  Married Martha Putnam and they 
had 7 sons and 5 daughters. One of the sons was Samuel Endicott (1763-1828) and 
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another one was Robert Endicott (1756 - 1819).  This is where the author  splits off 
from Chub. They descend from Samuel, whereas  he descends from  Robert.  
 
*  Samuel Endicott (1763 - 1828). Sixth generation. Eldest of 12 children of John 
Endicott and Martha Putnam.  Samuel had 5 children, one of whom was Martha 
(1799 - 1891). 
 
* Martha Endicott (1799 - 1891).  Seventh generation.  She married Francis 
Peabody at age 24. and  they had 6 children, one of whom was Samuel Endicott 
Peabody.   
 
*  Samuel Endicott Peabody (1825 -1909).  Eight generation.  He was born in 
Salem, Massachusetts and became a merchant.   He’s the father of Endicott 
Peabody. 
 
x  Endicott Peabody (1857 - 1944). Ninth generation.  Grandfather of Chub and 
Mike.   Founder and headmaster of Groton School and founder of Brooks School.  
 
*  Malcolm Endicott Peabody (1888-1974).  Tenth generation. Father of Chub.  
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York, serving from 1942 to 1960.  
Graduate of his father’s Groton School and Harvard College. 
 
*  Chub. Eleventh generation from the Governor.   
 

Early upbringing 
 
Chub was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts.  He had 3 brothers and a sister.  

He was captain of the Groton School football team and then a standout at Harvard, 
where he played guard – “not fast or agile enough to be a halfback,” his brother 
Mike said. 

 
When he got to Harvard, Chub felt outclassed by a lot of the other players 

and had an only mediocre freshman year in football.  But over the summer, he built 
himself up, according to Mike, putting on 20 pounds of muscle.  “Chub was 
intense,” Mike remembers.  “He wanted to be the best.”  And “not many people 
were willing to go to those lengths then.”  

 
On the Harvard varsity, Chub played defensive left guard, number 61.  He 

stood 6’ 1” and weighed 190 pounds. Under the tutelage of Harvard’s coach, Dick 
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Harlow, Chub became an outstanding player and was the only All-American 
chosen unanimously in 1941.  The press dubbed him the “Babyfaced Assassin.”  

 
 

 
 
   Chub in his Babyfaced Assassin days 
           (Source: http://collegefootball.org/famer_selected.php?id=40013) 
 
In 1962, when he was running for Governor of Massachusetts, the Harvard 

Crimson quoted what coach Harlow had to say about him: 
 
There was something about his eyes that I'll never forget.   

 If you looked into Peabody's eyes off the field they were open and  
 friendly and, set in that boyish face of his, reminded you a little of a  
 baby's. But once the whistle has sounded, those eyes concentrated into slits. 
 A sort of green flame seemed to burn in them, and you knew you were up 
 against man who wasn't fooling. 

 
… Peabody was practically indestructible and played fifty minutes of the 

 Yale game with a charley-horse severe enough to keep most football 
 players in bed. 
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In balloting for the Heisman Trophy in 1941, awarded to the outstanding 
football player in the United States, Chub received 153 points, greater than any 
lineman had received previously and enough to rank him sixth in the poll. 

 
In 1941, Chub was thinking about playing professional football for the 

Detroit Lions.  But then the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and after he graduated 
from college in June, 1942, he went into the Navy’s submarine service instead. 
Then, in November, 1942, Chub  was made a member of the commissioning crew 
i.e., the first crew, of the USS Tirante and was on board the ship (or “boat” as they 
say in the Navy) until the end of the war. 

 
Here in some 2004 e-mail messages is what one of the Tirante crew 

members, Paul J. Surprenant, recalls about Chub: 
 
We all remember Chub very well. He was the Gunnery Officer and his battle 
station was the TDC (Torpedo Data Computer). The CO would take 
bearings and distance via periscope which were entered into the TDC along 
with the target's angle on the bow [i.e. the target’s angle viz a viz the axis of 
the Tirante – ed] which would give his approximate course and the change 
between observations would then approximate his speed.   
 
That data was entered and the torpedo gyros were set accordingly.  Sounds 
easier than it was. Periscope looks were quick and things happened really 
quickly. Chub was a pretty good operator.   
 
He also headed up our Boarding Party crew.  We did a lot of boarding small 
targets which were hauling grains and stuff across the Yellow Sea.  We 
would get the crew off and burn the ships.  Of course the Boarding Party 
was never quite sure what they were going to come upon.  A certain amount 
of courage was required.  There was the ever- present danger that we would 
have to break off and dive if a plane showed up --in that case the boarding 
party would have been left.  

 
Suprenant also recalls “mixing it up” with Chub on the football field: 
 

As you know, Chub was an All America guard at Harvard in‘41.  We had 
touch football between the officers and crew while commissioning 
Tirante.  Of course there was no stopping him but we tried. I made an 
impression on him in one of those games by blind siding him and putting 
him down-- all 140 lbs of me!  
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I didn't actually tackle Chub – he, of course, always came charging through. 
So I set up to block him below the knees -- I had sore ribs for days after but I 
did put him down -- he sure wasn't used to that.   

 
We initially (us enlisted men) had Chub figured as a “Harvard guy” who was 
going to be pretty snooty. He turned out to be a pretty good submarine 
officer who had our respect. We miss him at our reunions--you can 
remember him proudly. 

 
The Story of the Tirante 

 
Construction on the USS Tirante was started on April 28, 1944 at the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. The Tirante was 
named for the Tirante, or “Tyrant Fish,” which is described as a voracious, agile, 
thin-bodied fish with a wedge-shaped head, a large mouth, and a fierce row of 
canine teeth suitable for catching and holding prey.  

 
Two months later, on June 24, 1944, Chub married Barbara Welch Gibbons, 

“Toni,” as she was called, who grew up in Bermuda.  
 
 Tirante was  launched on August 9 of that year, and commissioned on 

November 6.  She was 311 feet, 8 inches long, had a beam of 27 feet 2 inches and 
a crew of 88 men.  She cost the government about $7 million.  

 
 

 
 

Launching of the Tirante in 1944 

As was customary, the crew was with her during the last 3 months of her 
construction, overseeing the work and making suggestions.  It was during this 
period that Ned Beach, (1918-2002), the Tirante’s Executive Officer, and his wife 
Ingrid Beach, first met Chub and his wife, Toni.   
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Ingrid recalls Chub as a “very big, cheerful, happy, and enthusiastic guy.” 
She says that two things particularly struck her about him:  he always had a 
“boyish” character and  “was always willing to take risks.” But in addition to that, 
she described him as a very loyal friend, always in touch and a great proponent of 
Tirante reunions. “He was a really fun person.”  
 

TIRANTE’S first skipper was Lieutenant Commander George L. Street III 
(1913-2000), a 1937 Annapolis graduate, who had already won two Silver Star 
medals for actions on other subs.  Many of Tirante’s crew were also veterans of 
other U.S submarines in the Pacific. 
 

The “VIT” 
 

After a two-week training period in New London and Long Island Sound, 
Tirante set off for more training and the Pacific. The day before departure, 
however, Street called Beach and Chub into his stateroom.  He explained that 
employees of the Westinghouse Corporation plant at Sharon, Pennsylvania, that 
made electric torpedoes, had donated a special torpedo, number 58009, for the war 
effort and wanted someone to take it on a mission. 

 
“Wait ‘till I tell you the rest,” Street said.  “The torpedo is painted up like a 

highway billboard sign so nobody can possibly mistake it. It’s been photographed 
at least a dozen times, at least once at every stage of its construction and trials.  
Two admirals have publicly told Sharon that the fish will be delivered to the 
enemy with their compliments, and now – somebody has to make good on all the 
bragging.”  

 
Chub then said: “We’d sure look foolish if we took it out and then had to 

report that we hadn’t hit anything with it, wouldn’t we?”   In fact, a couple of ships 
had already declined the honor for that very reason.  
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Officers of U.S.S. Tirante.  Chub’s in the back, second from right. 
 
 
But Street decided to take the “VIT” (Very Important Torpedo) anyway and 

Beach said later “There was a gleam in Chub’s eyes and I, too felt a little pleased 
with the Old Man.”  
 

They loaded it into the number-six torpedo tube.  “Since we always fired in 
reverse order,” Beach explained, “ with the first torpedo aimed at the MOT 
(Middle Of Target), this location would give it the maximum chance of hitting 
with our salvo from the bow tubes. And after that salvo had been fired, we would 
all feel a lot better.” 
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    Tirante then departed for Pesrl  Harbor on January 8, 1945.  The passage 
took 33 days, including 8 days o exercises at Balboa in the Panama Canal Zone.    

            First Mission 
 

 Following February training, on March 3, Tirante left Pearl Harbor for her first war 
patrol, in the shipping lanes off the Japanese home island of Kyushu.  Prowling the west 
coast of Kyushu, she was to patrol the approaches to Nagasaki until April 25.  
 

“A psychologist,” Beach wrote, “could probably explain why it is that the 
first action on any patrol so often sets the tone for the whole cruise, and why the 
manner in which a new submarine handles her first contact with the enemy sets the 
character of the entire ship from then on. George Street and I did not know why, 
though we used to argue the reasons, but we knew it had to be so.” 
 

On March 24, the Tirante had her first brush with the enemy when single-
engine Japanese plane forced her to make a deep dive.  J. Paul Suprenant, who 
served on the boat as a QM3 (SS) from 1944-1946,  witnessed the event: 
 

We were on the surface on a perfectly clear morning heading east.  It was 
mid-morning so the sun was up there at about 30 degrees.  For some reason 
the OOD, LTJG Donnelly, asked the Helmsman to pass him up a pair of 
these glasses we had which you adjust to look directly at the sun.  They were 
passed up, he adjusted them, put them on, and looked at the sun. 
 
The next words were “CLEAR THE BRIDGE!!”  That plane was right on 
us!   The boat was a little under periscope depth with a good down angle 
when a bomb hit.  The explosion increased the down angle but we were 
okay. It was closer than anyone would have wanted.  
 
Mr. Donnelly … had a phobia about getting his hands dirty and washed 
them constantly.  We used to grease the ladders when he was coming on 
watch.  I really think he saved our butts that day.  

 
The TDC 

 
 Chub was the Tirante’s Gunnery Officer and as such he operated the 
Torpedo Data Computer, or TDC, the mechanism for targeting torpedoes against 
enemy ships.  The TDC used trigonometry -- the mathemstics of the relationship 
between the angles and lengths of triangles -- to aim the torpedoes.  The points of 
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the triangle were a) the Tirante; b) the target; and c) the predicted intercept point 
the target was moving to where the torpedo needed to hit the target to destroy it.  
 
 Under the principles of trigonometry, the 3 angles of any triangle have to 
add up to 180 degrees.  So, if two of the angles are known, the third is easily 
determined. 
 

 
 
 The two known angles were: 
 
*  Angle on the bow.  This is the angle between the target's course and the target's 
line of sight to the Tirante –– “Ø Bow” in the above diagram. 
 
*  Angle of deflection.  This is “Ø Deflection” in the above diagram.  It is 
the target’s line of sight and the theoretical path (“pseudo path” in above diagram) 
the torpedo would have to take to hit the target.  
 
 Once the angles are known, if the length of only one of the sides of the 
triangle is known -- the distance between the submarine and the target, or “the 
range” -- the other two lengths can be determined and thus the intercept point 
determined.   The TDC had the ability to factor in the enemy’s speed, the Tirante’s 
speed, and the fact that torpedoes didn’t attain their maximum speed of 29 knots 
until some time after firing. 
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 The TDC was able to factor in one other complication, as well: it might well 
be advantageous tactically to fire the torpedo in one direction, but then have it turn 
in mid-trip to hit the target, as shown in the diagram above as “Turning Radius.”  
 

Without this ability the Tirante would need to be pointed directly at the 
projected intercept point in order to launch a torpedo, which would be time-
consuming and complicate the torpedo firing process. The TDC gave the Tirante 
the ability to maneuver independently of the required target intercept course for the 
torpedo.   
 
 Besides performing the trigonometric calculations for all this, the TDC also 
had an electromechanical interface with the rudders on the torpedo fins themselves, 
allowing the TDC to set courses while torpedoes were still in their tubes, ready to 
be fired.  And in the course of tracking the enemy ship, if any data changed, the 
TDC could quickly adjust those rudders, indicated as “Ø Gyro” in the diagram. 
 
 New data could be added at the last minute if the skipper dared to pop the 
periscope up for a last confirmation look.  But that was dangerous because the 
enemy could spot it and come after the sub. 
 
 The Tirante used the Mark IV TDC, which was built to handle the Mark 18 
torpedo, used in the last 2 years of the war.  The Mark 18, made by Westinghouse, 
was run by electronic power from a battery, not by steam-power, the way its 
predecessor, the Mark 14, was.   Steam power left a telltale trail of bubbles in the 
water, making it easier for the enemy to tell where the submarine was.  Electric 
power left no trail. 
 

Torpedo problem solved 
 
 Up to 1943, faulty torpedos badly plagued the U.S. saubmarine force and 
undoubtedly lengthened to the time it took to effectively destroy Japan’s merchant 
marine and even its warships.  Ned Beach has written the problem  was so bad that 
“without exaggeration, the effectiveness of our shbmaribe force was 15 per cent of 
what it should have been in the early days of trhe war.” 
 

The problem was the Mark 14 torpedo.  It simply would not go where was 
supposed to or detonate when it was supposed to.  After action reports are full of 
accounts of U.S. submarines spending hours tracking Japanese ships, perfectly 
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lining up for shots –– only to see  the torpedos perform poorly and the enemy ships 
escape.   
 
 The Mark 14 would often travel lower in the water than it was supposed to, 
going too far under the target ship, thus missing it.  Or its magnetic detonator, 
which was supposed to go off directly under the ship, thus producing an explosion 
that would “break its back,” i.e. actually break the ship into two pieces, wouldn’t 
go off. Or the torpedo would actually explode even before reaching the ship.  
 
 But it wasn’t just the Mark 14 that had problems, the Mark 18 did, too.  In 
one extreme case, that of the U.S. submarine Tang,  the rudder on a Mark 18 
torpedo jammed to the left, thus causing the torpedo to do a wide circle and 
boomerang back to sink the Tang. 
 
 The Mark 14 torpedo problems lasted all the way up to late 1943––a year 
and half into the war.  But fortunately by the time Chub arrived on the scene, 
Tirante was using both improved Mark 14s and the new Mark 18 torpedo so these 
problems had been largely –– but not completely –– eliminated. 
 
 Even so, the targeting process was imprecise enough so that in order to 
guarantee a hit, usually several torpedos were fired at the target at 10-second 
intervals, with their paths slightly spread by the TDC so that at least one would hit.  
 

First sinkings 
 

By 1945, much of Japan's Merchant fleet was already resting at the bottom 
of the ocean and what ships there were left traveled close to the shore in shallow, 
heavily patrolled waters. Knowing this, captain Street called his officers together 
for a brainstorming session. Instead of leading the discussion as senior officer, he 
began with the most junior members of his team, encouraging each to put forth 
ideas of how best to accomplish the task of sinking enemy ships. This unique 
method of leadership paid big dividends, with many new ideas and a true feeling of 
teamwork. 
 

On March 25, patrolling Kagoshima Kaiwan, a huge bay on the southern tip 
of Kyushu, the Tirante sank her first ship, the Kiyotad, a 3,080 cargo vessel.  The 
objective had been to approach the victim in a way so as to be able to use the VIT.  
But the Japanese ship unexpectedly went to the other side of Tirante and thus the 
stern torpedo tubes had to be used.  Tirante fired three torpedoes at the ship.  Two 
missed and exploded on the beach.  But one hit just at the waterline at “MOT,” 
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breaking the target’s keel and sending her to the bottom.  The Tirante received 2 
depth charges and two aircraft bombs, but sustained no damage.  
 

The VIT Hits the MOT 
 

Three days later, on March 28, patrolling off Oniki Saki (a big cliff off 
western Kyushu), the Tirante was able to use the VIT to sink a small, “old type 
freighter,” of about 2, 700 tons.”  

 
“Stand by forward” Street said, pointing to the telephone talker who was 

already relaying the word. 
 
“Range” Street said to the sound operator. 
 
“One two double oh,” the operator reported. Chub tapped his TDC range 

dial and grinned tightly at the firing panel.  The TDC showed the enemy ship 
coming into the optimum firing position. It was humming softly and the Correct 
Solution lights were glowing.  

 
“Fire!” 
 
Beach wrote:  
 
WHRRRANG-G-G! A tremendous explosion shook the heavy steel of 
TIRANTE’s frame …I could not see the center of our target, for it was 
obliterated in a column of water, which had risen high above the tops of the 
masts.  The bow and stern, as I watched, rose out of the water and came 
towards each other.  Then the water fell back, but the middle had 
disappeared. 

 
 Street took photographs through a special camera affixed to the periscope 
and they were given to the Sharon workers about four months later. In his report, 
Street noted that the VIT hit the MOT.  Tirante was then subjected to 8 depth 
charges from two Japanese submarine chasers, but wasn’t hurt by them.  
 

Tirante’s First Surface Attack 
 

On March 30, in a 20-minute battle, Tirante sank a 100-ton lugger, using for 
the first time her 5-inch and 40 millimeter deck guns. At first, the Tirante sought to 
pick up survivors who were clinging to pieces of wreckage.  But the proximity of 
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Japanese aircraft prompted Street to veto that idea and leave the area.  Since it was 
only about 6 miles to the mainland, the Tirante figured the survivors could survive 
and left them.   
 

Chub’s Grand Entrance 
 
On April 6, Tirante was off Shori To, on the coast of Korea, and it was 

decided to take prisoner some fishermen encountered there, figuring they would 
have information about Japanese shipping in the area. 

 
At 1940 hours, Chub and a subordinate, H.W. Spence,  jumped aboard the 

Japanese schooner, armed to the teeth.  But, as Street’s report reads, “The dignity 
of the boarding party was considerably shaken when Lt. Peabody landed on a pile 
of fish and skidded across the deck in a tremendous ‘Pratt fall.’ “ 

 
Nevertheless, 3 Korean prisoners were captured and stayed on board for the 

rest of the mission. 
 
 It is said that Chub wore his Harvard letter sweater during these boarding 
party raids. 
 

Another  Attack 
 
   Next day, without much complication, Tirante sank a 2,800 ton vessel that 
had a deck cargo of oil drums.  Oil drums, bits of wood and two survivors hanging 
onto a piece of wreckage were all that was left.  But the day after that, Tirante was 
so harassed by a Japanese airplane, having to dive repeatedly to avoid its bombs, 
that she decided to clear the area.  
 

Sinking the Nikko Maru 
 

Having broken the Japanese codes, American naval intelligence was able to 
anticipate Japanese movements. One intercepted enemy message told of an 
important Japanese convoy steaming toward Tirante’s area and on April 9, after 
racing all night to a point off Tsingtao, Tirante laid an ambush.  As Beach got to 
the conning tower, Chub flashed him a huge, gap-toothed grin.  “The false tooth is 
out,” Beech wrote, “which is Chub’s way of getting ready for a fight.”  

 
The sea was “glassy,” with only 200 feet of depth.  Five ships were spotted.  

Two of them were big ships, a 5,500 ton passenger liner, the Nikko Maru, and a 
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freighter, the Ramb II, both loaded with homeward-bound Japanese soldiers and 
sailors from Shanghai.  The other three were Mikura class destroyers and they had 
lookouts all over their decks.  All five ships were zigzagging radically, making it 
harder to target them. 

 
Street felt forced to expose 4 feet of his periscope to see what was going on 

and commented later in his report: “looking down the escorts’ throat with that 
much periscope out on this mirror smooth day made us feel like Lady Godiva in 
the market place.” 

 
“Nikko ––bearing––mark! Zero three two.  Chub turns the TDC’s target-

bearing dial a fraction of a degree.  The Correct Soution light flickers, then glows 
bright and steady: “Set!”–– time to fire. 

 
“Fire!”  

 
Two “three-spreads” of torpedoes were fired from the bow torpedo tubes.  

One three-spread missed the Ramb entirely and she got away.   
 
But WHRANNG!  WHRANNG!  WHRANNG! all torpedoes of the other 

three-spread hit the Nikko.  One torpedo blew off her stern, another one hit it 
amidships, and a third blew off the bow.     
 

And then the three enemy escort ships came charging at the Tirante.  Beach 
describes it as follows:  

 
At that moment, the first depth charge goes off, and it’s a good one.  
WHAM! Our sturdy hull shudders and the piping twings.  WHAM!  
WHAM! A couple of men lose their footing.  WHAM! Still closer.  A cloud 
of cork dust rises into the air. WHAM!  WHAM!  WHAM!  WHAM!…The 
sonar operator is doubled up in agony: he has forgotten to take off his 
headphones, or at least to tone down his amplifier, when the explosions 
came.  
 
Then Tirante began to move away from the area albeit being chased by the 

three destroyers.    
 

Chub Helps Launch a Cutie 
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After a while, Street decided to spring a surprise on the destroyers, by 
launching a “Cutie” at one of them.  A Cutie was a small, short range “homing 
torpedo,” one that homed in on the nearest noise, in other words, on the enemy’s 
propellers.   

 
Chub and Beach went back to the stern torpedo room to help supervise the 

loading of the Cutie, making sure to not make any noise and thereby tip off the 
Japanese as to exactly where the Tirante was.  

 
In the middle of the depth charging, the Tirante fired the Cutie and it 

successfully made its way through the maze of exploding depth charges, slamming 
into one of the destroyers.  

 
Then according to Beach, earily over the Tirante’s sound gear came the 

actual voices of Japanese crew members screaming in terror.  The only explanation 
seemed to be that a) the enemy destroyer was very near Tirante when hit and b) 
somehow the voices were carried through the water 

 
 But the Tirante had no more Cuties to use on the remaining two destroyers 

and had to endure 7 hours more of depth charging from them.  Finally, though, she 
evaded the other two destroyers, surfaced and resumed her patrol.   

     
Quelpart Harbor 

 
 Tirante soon received an intelligence report that an important Japanese  
 transport was at Cheju, the main port on Quelpart Island,  60 miles south of Korea.  
 This was to precipitate Tirante’s greatest action, on April 14, 1945. 

 
While cruising off Quelpart harbor on the evenenig  of April 13, Street and 

Beach noticed unusually strong defensive patrols outside the entrance to the harbor 
and decided there must be something in that harbor they needed to see. 
 

The waters leading to the area were too shallow to permit proceeding 
submerged and the harbor was mined. There were also enemy radars and patrol 
boats guarding the anchorage.  On the other hand, fortunately, there was also a 
fishing fleet offshore. 

 
So, after brainstorming with his crew again, Street decided to flood down 

until his conning tower was all that showed above the surface in the hope that 
Tirante would appear simply as another fisherman. With almost no landmarks, it 
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was necessary to use the ship's radar like a flashlight … on for one sweep, then off, 
then on again.  
 
 The plan was explained to the crew and a special dinner was had. 
 
 At 2245 hours, while listening to the entertainment radio that was connected 
to an antenna, the crew heard mention for the first time of “President Truman” and 
realized that their former Commander in Chief, Franklin Roosevelt, was dead.   
 

Then, under cover of darkness, starting a little after midnight (and thus now 
on April 14), the Tirante cautiously started a more than 30-mile trip up this shallow 
passage to the harbor.  Shortly after starting the trip, Tirante spotted a patrol boat, 
at a range of 4,500 feet, but the patrol boat did not see her.  For two hours, Tirante 
penetrated the mine- and shoal-obstructed waters.  The night was pitch black -- no 
moon.  Chub stood at theTDC.  

 
At about 0223 hours, about 6 miles from the harbor, Tirante spotted another 

patrol boat, larger than the first.  But Tirante’s tactic of heading inshore fooled him 
by causing his radar beams to bounce off the shore and not the Tirante and he 
continued routine patrolling.  Nevertheless, during the whole of the ensuing action, 
except when actually firing torpedoes, Chub kept this patrol boat on the TDC 
becauise it was always a mental threat and potentially a real one. 
 

Once clear of the harbor patrols, Tirante surfaced further out of the water 
and the crew manned her deck gun, knowing there was a good chance that they 
would have to fight their way out of the harbor.  
 

Tirante’s radar scoured the sky for enemy airplanes. Street was in the 
conning tower, Beech on the bridge comparing the charts with what he could 
actually see and Chub was by the TDC, assisting Beech’s navigation and keeping 
sn eye on the Japanese patrol boat.  

 
At 0240, Tirante was about 1,200 yards from the harbor.  Beech wrote later 

that “smell of cattle from the beach was strong.” Tirante sounded battle stations. 
 

Quelport Harbor Attack 
 

At 0350, for the first time, Tirante could make out some targets, two 
destroyers and a huge tanker of 8,000 to 10,000 tons, loaded with ammunition, 
range 2,500 yards, and Chub put them on the TDC. 
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At 0355, Tirante fired her first torpedo at the ship, then at 0359, fired a 

second torpedo and then 20 seconds later, a third.  At 0401, there was “a 
tremendous, beautiful explosion.  A great mushroom of white, blinding flame shot 
2,000 feet into the air. Not a sound was heard for a moment, but then a thunderous 
roar flattened our ears against our heads.” In the on-going noise it was hard to say 
whether the third torpedo had hit, too, but Street believed that it had.   

 
The conflagration clearly illuminated Tirante --  “Tirante stood out, in her 

light camouflage, like a snowman in a coal pit,” as Street put it -- and alerted the 
two Mikura class destroyers, which immediately attacked Tirante.  

 
While heading back out to sea at flank speed, Tirante launched three 

torpedoes at her chasers. “One beautiful hit in the left hand frigate,” Street wrote, 
“the ship literally exploded, her bow and stern rising out of the water and the 
center disappearing in a sheet of fire.”   

 
Then, a hit on the other frigate, “right amidships!” Street wrote.  “…a great 

cloud of smoke immediately enveloped her and she disappeared.” 
 
 On the way back out to the ocean, Tirante passed the same patrol boat that 

Chub was watching on the TDC.  And once again, by going close to shore, Tirante 
escaped unnoticed.  

 
As she rounded Quelpart’s southwestern tip, the glare from the torpedoed 

ships could still be seen above the dark hills, and a heavy smoke cloud “hung like a 
shroud over the entire western end of the island,” Street said. 

 
At 0513, now in deeper water, Tirante encountered the first patrol boat that 

she had evaded on the way in.  This time he was alert and Tirante had to dive to 
evade him.   Seconds later, he dropped a pattern of depth charges which rocked the 
Tirante and broke a few light bulbs. But after what the crew had been through 
earlier, this was “child's play.” 

 
Several hours later TIRANTE radioed this message to ComSubPac: 

 
THREE FOR FRANKLIN X SANK AMMUNITION SHIP TWO 
ESCORTS IN ANCHORAGE NORTHERN SHORE QUELPART ISLAND 
MORNING FOURTEENTH X NO COUNTER MEASURES X TIRANTE 
SENDS X ONE TORPEDO REMAINING… 
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That action resulted in the TIRANTE’s captain, Lt Commander Street,  

receiving the Congressional Medal of Honor later in the year.  Beach got the Navy 
Cross and Chub the Silver Star.  The entire crew got a Presidential Unit Citation.   

 
On April 16, a Japanese pilot and flyers were spotted on top of their 

overturned plane floating in the water.  One of the flyers committed suicide by 
drowning himself, but the pilot and the other flyer allowed themselves to be 
captured and taken on board Tirante. 
 
 During the nine subsequent days it took Tirante to get to Midway, the 
Japanese were kept with the previously captured Koreans, but great care was taken 
to treat the Koreans better than the Japanese. 
 

Tirante concluded her first war patrol on 25 April, pulling into Midway with 
a broom lashed to number 2 periscope, the submariner’s sign of a “clean sweep,” 
and accompanied by a band playing  “Anchors Away” and several other tunes.  

 
In the report George Street wrote after the patrol, he said of Chub: 
 
This officer is one of the most hardworking, keen, and aggressive 
persons that has ever been the Commanding Officer’s fortune to serve with.  
Practically a stranger to the TDC when he was ordered to the TIRANTE, 
having served his previous career in R-boats, he is now a TDC expert, fit to 
compete with anyone for the title.  Part of his success is due to never-ending 
study and daily “workouts,” the remainder to a superbly quick analytical 
mind.  As can be seen by a perusal of the narrative section of this report, 
Lieut. Peabody distinguished himself by boarding a Korean schooner and 
talking three prisoners therefrom, and by diving over the side and rescuing a 
Jap aviator apparently wavering between dying for the emperor and being 
rescued.  The qualities exhibited by Lieutenant Peabody are no doubt the 
same which won him the designation of “All American guard” as well as the 
Knute Rockne award for the “outstanding linesman of the year” at Harvard 
in 1941.  He is in all respects an outstanding Naval Officer and many 
brilliant things may be expected of him in the future. 

 
 In a report to the Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, the Commander, 
Submarine Force, Pacific Fleet, wrote: 
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The TIRANTE’s first patrol is outstanding and adds a glorious chapter to the 
nation’s history.  It is characteristic of the decided aggressiveness, brilliant 
planning and intelligent use of all weapons.  The torpedo attacks on April 
14, deep along the enemy shore, at ships in a protected anchorage are 
examples of extreme skill, daring, and brilliant judgment. 
 
The report concluded with crediting Tirante with sinking 9 enemy ships 

totaling 28,260 tons on this patrol. 
 

Second Patrol 

Tirante’s second patrol began when after refit, she departed from Midway on 
May 20.  This time Tirante was the command ship of a nine-boat wolf pack dubbed 
“Street's Sweepers.”  They patrolled the Yellow and East China Seas on the 
lookout for enemy targets – by then dwindling in number.   

First Attack 

One June 8, Tirante located a convoy of 4 small ships, a “brand new” cargo 
carrier, followed at 300 yard intervals by 3 heavily gunned, radar equipped, picket 
boats, each of about 400 to 500 tons.  Street fired a torpedo at the cargo carrier and 
saw flame and debris flying high in the sky from “what looked like an MOT hit.” 
He fired again and saw the target disintegrate. 

He then fired at the picket ships, but missed and decided not to try again 
since they were small ships and didn’t warrant the expenditure of more torpedoes.  

Ha Shima Harbor 

On June 12, Tirante was involved in another incident that rivaled her 
Quelpart Harbor caper.  At 0803, Captain Street spotted a 2,000-3,000 ton cargo 
ship lying alongside a coaling wharf at Ha Shima, a small island 7 miles southwest 
of Nagasaki entrance.  Street wrote: “Held war counsel and decided to go in after 
this ship, the largest we have seen so far.  Targets are too scarce these days to let 
any opportunities pass.”  

To get into a good shooting position, Tirante had a long way to go. 
Destroyers were not likely in the area, but it was necessary to pass within a short 
distance of a fortified headland and run along a stretch of beach. The waters were 
shallow and crystal clear, and shore batteries were everywhere. Taking soundings 
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every 5 minutes, though risky, was absolutely necessary while approaching the 
target submerged..  

At 1115, Tirante fired one torpedo and there was an explosion as the fish hit 
50 feet forward of the point of aim.  

A crew manning the 4.7 inch gun on the stern of the Japanese ship could be 
seen scanning the sky for aircraft.  Street decided he needed another shot to sink 
her and fired again.  But this torpedo was heard to come to a sudden stop, either 
hitting the mud at the bottom of the harbor, or striking an anti-torpedo net.  

And worse, the Japanese gunners had now spotted Tirante and were raining 
shells down upon her.    

Tirante quickly turned to an escape course while firing a second electric 
torpedo, set for shallow depth. This shot hit just aft of amidships and as the smoke 
cleared, the ship could be seen listing heavily to starboard.   

With the target now about 1800 yards astern, Tirante surfaced at 1133 and 
began running at flank speed on 4 engines. Automatic gunfire from the beach was 
hitting all around Tirante’s conning tower, but the Japanese were poor marksmen 
and missed.  

Then, as Tirante picked up speed, an alarming discovery was made: the bow 
diving planes had failed to rig in because of the high speed of surfacing and the 
Tirante was bouncing on each wave, no matter how small.   “Our mistake as we 
always rig in the bow planes prior to surfacing,” Street explained.   

The Chief of the Boat assembled a team and they crouched below the 
armored section of the open bridge. When ready, the captain ordered “All stop” 
and the Chief and his team rushed onto the fo'c's'le to nudge the planes, while 
another team in the control room cranked their hearts out, rigging the planes in by 
hand. This took an agonizing two minutes.  

When the job was done, the Tirante went “all ahead frantic” again.  

To clear a shoal, it was necessary to head directly toward the Japanese guns 
atop the headland of Nomo Saki. At a range of about a mile and a half, the 
Japanese guns began firing and Tirante snaked her way through a hail of steel, 
turned and headed for the open sea where she quickly submerged.  
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Additional Actions 

Resuming her roving patrols, Street’s report contains mention of sighting 
and sinking mines, stopping Korean fishing boats, boarding schooners, and 
destroying junks; there just weren’t any bigger targets left. 

 
But on July 4, 1945, at 0543, in a thick fog, Tirante surprised 2 small, 

camouflaged, armed Japanese picket boats and attacked them.  Target No 1 took 
hits from Tirante’s 5-inch gun on the stern deck as well as from the aft 40MM gun 
and a bridge .50 caliber machine gun.  Target No. 2 received fire from the forward 
40 MM gun, the twin 20 MM gun and two .50 caliber machine guns.  Target No. 2 
tried to ram Tirante but Tirante raked him so mercilessly that he failed.  Tirante 
then turned to finishing off his compatriot, target No. 1. 

 
No. 1 also tried to ram Tirante, but once again the weight of Tirante’s 

broadside was too much to get through.  Japanese crewmen leapt overboard and 
Tirante fished 5 of them out of the water. 

 
Chub then led a boarding party aboard No. 1, but when 2 depth charges were 

noticed on the back stern of the vessel, and one of them was hot from fires started 
by Tirante’s fusillade, he immediately recalled the boarding party taking prisoners 
with him.  

 
Tirante backed clear, and commenced firing with 20 MM guns at the depth 

charges in an attempt to explode them.  But the attempt was futile and at 0830, 
TIRANTE departed the scene, noticing only an oil slick where target No 2 had 
been.  One of the prisoners said that the two ships were the Koshe Maru and the 
Mashuye Maru.  
 

Last Attack 
 

On July 8 at 0220, Tirante’s radar picked up a 2,200 ton vessel closely 
hugging the coast.  At 0908, she fired a three-spread at her, about 10-12 seconds 
apart.  All three hit and the ship went down in 30 seconds, although somehow 
several crewmen were able to get into a lifeboat in that time and were seen floating 
in the area.  At 0928 Tirante sighted a patrol boat bearing down on it, but since no 
depth charging ensued, Street thought maybe the ship didn’t know where Tirante 
was.  At 2035 Tirante surfaced.  It was her last attack of the war and from July 14-
19 she made way to Guam.   
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In his July 19 report, Street wrote that on this patrol, TIRANTE had sunk 6 
ships and 9 junks and captured 5 prisoners.  He also wrote that the entire group of 
“Street’s Sweepers” had destroyed 17 ships, 12 junks, and 23 schooners and 
miscellaneous other craft, rescued 17 U.S. aviators, and captured 9 Japanese 
prisoners.  

War Ends 

Tirante departed Guam on August 12 on what would have been her third war 
patrol. The end of the war, however, cut this operation short and Tirante put into 
Midway on the 23rd.  

Presidential Visit 

Tirante eventually sailed for the east coast of the U.S. and moored at the 
Washington Navy Yard in October, 1945.  She was in sore need of a paint job, 
though, as one of her crew members, Robbie Robertson, remembers: 

 
When we arrived at the Gun Factory in D.C. we were such a mess that 
because the President would be coming aboard in a couple of days it was 
decided to paint the boat.  

 

 
 
  Tirante enters the Washington Navy Yard, 1945 
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And on October 1, 1945, President Truman did make an unannounced  

visit to the TIRANTE, but as Paul Suprenant put it: “really the only people on 
board were the duty section. Most were off the boat on liberty.”  
 

On October 6, Cdr Street received his Medal of Honor from President 
Truman in a White House ceremony, one of the 464 awarded during for WWII.  
His citation reads:  

 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty as commanding officer of the U.S.S. TIRANTE 
during the first war patrol of that vessel against enemy Japanese surface 
forces in the harbor of Quelpart Island, off the coast of Korea, on 14 April 
1945. With the crew at surface battle stations, Comdr. (then Lt. Comdr.) 
Street approached the hostile anchorage from the south within 1,200 yards of 
the coast to complete a reconnoitering circuit of the island. Leaving the 10-
fathom curve far behind he penetrated the mined and shoal-obstructed 
waters of the restricted harbor despite numerous patrolling vessels and in 
defiance of 5 shore-based radar stations and menacing aircraft. Prepared to 
fight it out on the surface if attacked, Comdr. Street went into action, 
sending 2 torpedoes with deadly accuracy into a large Japanese ammunition 
ship and exploding the target in a mountainous and blinding glare of white 
flames. With the TIRANTE instantly spotted by the enemy as she stood out 
plainly in the flare of light, he ordered the torpedo data computer set up 
while retiring and fired his last 2 torpedoes to disintegrate in quick 
succession the leading frigate and a similar flanking vessel. Clearing the 
gutted harbor at emergency full speed ahead, he slipped undetected along the 
shoreline, diving deep as a pursuing patrol dropped a pattern of depth 
charges at the point of submergence. His illustrious record of combat 
achievement during the first war patrol of the TIRANTE characterizes 
Comdr. Street as a daring and skilled leader and reflects the highest credit 
upon himself, his valiant command, and the U.S. Naval Service. 

Ned Beach got the Navy Cross (there were 3,981 of those awarded for 
WWII and Chub got the Silver Star (there were 73, 651 of those awarded for 
WWII).  For her World War II service, Tirante received two battle stars and a 
Presidential Unit Citation (which is very similar to Street’s MOH citation in 
wording), presented by Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal on October 19, 
1945. 



 717 

Chub and Massachusetts Politics 

After the war, Chub graduated from the Harvard Law School in 1948 and 
got into Massachusetts politics.  He became Governor's Councilor in 1955, the first 
Democrat ever elected to the Third Councilor District.  But subsequently he failed 
in two runs for Massachusetts Attorney General.    Then, he started working for 
John F Kennedy’s 1960 presidential bid as a campaign coordinator in West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New Hampshire.  

Kennedy rewarded Chub by promoting him for Massachusetts Governor. 
Although Chub campaigned in the 1960 gubernatorial primary as a reformer who 
promised to “introduce the ideas of the New Frontier to Massachusetts,” he 
narrowly lost in the bitterly divisive Democratic primary that year.  But, two years 
later, as an underdog, he won the Democratic nomination to face incumbent 
Republican governor John Volpe. 

Considering Chub too liberal to be elected, Volpe coasted along while Chub 
campaigned hard, calling for a graduated income tax, constitutional reform, and an 
end to the death penalty.  In the end, Chub won by less than 6,000 votes and a 
recount was necessary before he was certified the winner.   

But two years later, he lost the Democratic primary to his very own 
Lieutenant Governor, Francis X. Bellotti. Belotti went on to lose to Volpe.   

Chub’s zealous opposition to capital punishment was one of the issues that 
did him in.   In fact, he went so far as to say that he would not sign a death warrant 
even for the Boston Strangler, then still at large.  

Something else hurt, too: the fact that his mother, Mary Parkman Peabody, 
was arrested and jailed in St. Augustine, Florida, for participating in a mixed-race 
party at the Ponce de Leon Motor Lodge on March 31, 1964. When she refused to 
leave, she was arrested, leading, of course, to banner headlines all over the country.   
She spent 3 days in jail.  She had cleared the mission with Chub, fearing it might 
hurt his chances for re-election but Chub told her to do it anyway.  While it may 
have helped cause Chub to lose the election, it is thought it helped to pass the 1964 
Civil Rights bill.   

Although Chub ran for office many times after this, he never won again. 
Nevertheless, he stayed involved in the political scene on both the state and 
national level for the next three decades.   
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In 1966, while he got the Democratic nomination to run for U.S. Senate, he 
lost the general election to Massachusetts Attorney General, Edward Brooke.  

In 1972, he undertook an unusual campaign for Vice President of the United 
States on the Democratic ticket.  His slogan was "Endicott Peabody, the number 
one man for the number two job."  But he came in fourth in the balloting at the 
1972 Democratic National Convention.  

In 1983, he moved to Hollis, New Hampshire, where he ran unsuccessfully 
for local and statewide offices several times.  

He stayed in touch with his Tirante crewmates, too, sometimes organizing 
their reunions.  He also remained full of vim and vigor.  Ingrid Beach remembers 
one time visiting him in Maine at Mount Dessert Island and Chub suggested that 
she and another woman take a hike with him.  His wife Toni had bowed out.   

‘We came to the bottom of this mountain,” Ingrid recalls.  “To my 
amazement, Chub took us up the most precipitous side of it.”  It was really hard.  
But Chub didn’t notice – after all, he’d been doing things like that all his life. 

Through the ups and downs of his political career Chub remained upbeat. 
“I'm not bitter about it,” he said. "I chose to be a Democrat. I knew what the 
dangers were and the dangers I knew about took place.”  

 In 1997, Chub died after a yearlong battle with leukemia.  

Sources: 
1. Interview with Malcolm Peabody, brother of Endicott Peabody, on June 

1, 2004 
2. http://www.thecrimson.com/article/1962/11/3/hub-peabody-all-american-

at-harvard/ 
3. Email exchanges with Paul J. Suprenant on January 1 and 10, 2004;  
4. Interview with Ingrid Beach on May 3, 2004.  
5. Tirante website at http://ww2db.com/ship_spec.php?ship_id=742 
6. Captain Street’s “Report of War Patrol No. One “ 
7. Captain Street’s “Report of War Patrol No. 2”  
8. http://www.subnet.com/fleet/ss420.htm. 
9. “Submarine” by Edward L Beach, Signet, 1953.  

 
*** 
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ENDICOTT PEABODY DAVISON.  (1923-1996) 
 Called “Cotty,” he was a grandson of the Rev. Endicott Peabody, 
who founded Groton School, and cousin of Chub Peabody (see above) and 
brother of Daniel Pomeroy Davison (see below) was a pilot in the 13th 
Bomb Squadron of US Army Air Corps, flying the Douglas A-20 Havoc 
and th Douglas A-26, both twin-engine light bombers and ground attack 
aircraft.  His service number was 11104123.  
 
 Shortly after the war was over his father, General Trubee Davison, 
came to visit him while Cotty was stationed at the Atsugi air base in Japan 
as part of the US occupation forces.  The base was built in 1938 by the 
Japanese Imperial Navy as the Kamikaze Naval Air Base. One of his 
friends from Groton who spent a weekend with him and others in a house 
in the mountains and told them what it was like to be on the staff of US 
Ambassador Joseph Grew in the American embassy in Tokyo on 
December 7, 1941.  
 

 
 

Cotty Davison in an A-20 
 
 In 1948 Cotty graduated from Yale where he was captain of the 
football team and a member of Skull and Bones, as his father had been 
before him.  He received a law degree from the University of Virginia Law 
School in 1951.  Subsequently, he was a New York securities lawyer with 
the firm Winthrop, Stimson, Putnam & Robert, was active in nonprofit 
organizations, and was a fund-raiser for Yale.   He was also a trustee of 
Groton School. 
 
 He’s an Endicott through his mother, Dorothy Peabody, the daughter 
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of Endicott Peabody, the founder of Groton School.  
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.nytimes.com/1996/08/05/nyregion/endicott-peabody-
davison-73-a-former-fund-raiser-for-yale.html 

         *** 
  
DANIEL POMEROY DAVISON. (January 30, 1925 – August 25, 2010) 
 He was the brother of Endicott Peabody Davison (see above) and a cousin of 
Chub Peabody (see above).  He enlisted during World War II in the United States 
Army Air Forces where he was a pilot of a Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress.  
 
 Davison was born in Manhattan to Frederick Trubee Davison, who had 
served in the New York State Assembly and as Assistant United States Secretary 
of War, before becoming president of the American Museum of Natural History. 
Daniel attended Groton School, which had been founded in 1884 by his 
grandfather, Endicott Peabody. 
 
 Daniel  earned his undergraduate degree in 1949 from Yale, where he was a 
member of the Yale Political Union and the Skull and Bones society. He earned his 
law degree from Harvard Law School in 1952. 
 
 He then became a banker as an associate for three years at White & Case and 
became the fifth generation of his family to be employed by the J. P. Morgan & 
Company when he was hired there in 1955.  He became secretary of the bank in 
1957 and was involved with the legal aspects of the bank's 1959 merger with 
Guaranty Trust Company, becoming secretary of the merged firm. He had risen to 
executive vice president, but left after being passed over for a more senior position. 
 
 From 1979 --1990 he was president and chief operating officer of United 
States Trust, the oldest trust company in the United States. 
 
 Davison was hired as president and chief operating officer of U.S. Trust in 
1979. Davison segmented the firm's clients with those with more than $2 million in 
assets being called "first class", those with $300,000 to $2 million "middle class" 
and those with less than $300,000 termed "poor". 
 

 He had the firm focus its intentions on its first class clients, a group that it 
called "underprivileged" in ads, offering personal service that extended to walking 
the dogs of its top customers. In 1982, the board commissioned an Edwina Sandys 
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sculpture that depicts Davison walking a client's dog, as a way of demonstrating 
the firm's commitment to the best possible service for the super-rich.   
 
 The changes he made at U.S. Trust helped the company grow from a market 
capitalization of $40 million when he took the helm to $2.7 billion when it was 
acquired by Charles Schwab in 2000 and $3.3 billion when it was taken over by 
Bank of America, where by the time of Davison's death it was operated as U.S. 
Trust, Bank of America Private Wealth Management. He left United States Trust 
in 1990 as chairman when he reached the mandatory retirement age of 65. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. Wikipedia 

         *** 
 
RUTH ENDICOTT FREEMAN (1914 - ?) 
 Ruth Endicott was in the Women's Army Corps, serving at the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and in England and France. She went on to get a medical degree 
and spent 50 years as a family physician in Ogunquit, Maine.  At 102, more than 
70 years after her war service, Dr. Freeman received the military honors she earned 
from U.S. Senator  Angus King.   
 
 Her husband, Miles Freeman (1920-2016), was a conscientious objector 
during WWII and was a political activist.  He founded the York County chapter of 
Habitat for Humanity in 1985. The Freemans had two daughters.  
 

Over the years, Freeman, quite often with his Ruth, traveled extensively 
through Latin America helping to build houses and schools on Habitat for 
Humanity-sponsored initiatives. 
 
 Sources: 

1. https://news.yahoo.com/maine-world-war-ii-veteran-201514439.html 
 
 2.https://www.seacoastonline.com/article/20010829/News/308299969 

*** 
 

TEDDY HOLLIS  SANFORD, Sr.  (December 31, 1907 – December 29, 1992) 
 Teddy Hollis Sanford retired from the U.S. Army as a Major General, 
having been one of the original members of the 82nd Airborne Division and having 
served in World War II, Korea and Vietnam.  He is the father of Teddy Sanford, Jr, 
(see below). 
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 He was born in a one room cabin at the family farm north of Skedee in 
Pawnee County, Oklahoma.  He was the fourth son of John Thomas Sanford 
(1856-1919) and Cora Endicott Sanford (1878-1965).  
 
 At the age of 15, he joined the local company of the National Guard as a 
private.  By age 21, he was the company first sergeant and applied for a 
commission which he received as a Second Lieutenant in 1931. 
 
 That year he also married Cora Juanita Kelley (1908- ).  At the time, both 
were struggling to get through Oklahoma A&M University (now Oklahoma State 
University) during the Great Depression.  They often had to miss school for a 
semester to work and it was not until 1936 that Teddy received his bachelor’s 
degree in business administration; he was then 28 years old. 
 
 Meanwhile, he had remained in the National Guard, but was still a second 
lieutenant. Under the rules of the time, you could only be promoted into a vacancy 
in your unit.  This meant that Teddy stayed a Second Lieutenant for over nine 
years.  
 
 In September of 1940, now a First Lieutenant, and commanding the local 
Company B, 179th Infantry Regiment, he, along with the unit, were mobilized and 
he stayed with the unit through the Louisiana maneuvers in 1941.  In 1942, 
however, Teddy transferred from the 45th Division to the 82nd Division.  On 
August 15, 1942, this became the first U.S. airborne division.  His wife, Cora, 
came down to visit Teddy at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana on the day of the 
activation, and she gave birth to their first son early the next morning.  Teddy H. 
Sanford, Jr. thus became the first child born into an airborne division in World War 
II. 
 
 After almost a year of training, the 82nd Airborne Division landed at 
Casablanca in North Africa in the summer of 1943, and the division began 
planning for the invasion of Sicily.  The division participated in the invasion of 
Sicily, and then went on to fight in Italy.  Teddy rose in rank during this period to 
Major and on several occasions served as battalion commander of the 1st Battalion, 
325 Glider Infantry Regiment due to the loss of the commander. 
 
 In late 1943 and early 1944, the 82nd moved to Ireland and then England as 
it prepared to participate in the invasion of Europe.  On June 6, 1944, the 325th 
landed by glider in the hedgerows of Normandy, taking heavy casualties during the 
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landing.  Soon, Teddy found himself in command of the 1st Battalion once again.  
He led the unit in the crossing of the Merderet River where they joined in fighting 
the German Army.  
 
 After 31 straight days of combat, the unit was withdrawn.  Of over 800 
officers and enlisted men, the 1st Battalion was now down to 5 officers and 216 
men.  Teddy was now a lieutenant colonel and in command of the battalion. 
 
 The 82nd, after refitting and training in England, once again flew into 
combat during the Battle for the Bridges.  The 1st Battalion, 325th Infantry landed 
by glider, and was responsible for holding the bridges until a land force link up by 
British XXX Corps.  Once again, the airborne troops held their positions although 
the overall results of the operation were mixed with the near extinction of British 
1st Airborne Division at Arnhem. 
 
 After the battle, the 325th returned to France, and Teddy became the 
regimental executive officer.  However, when the Germans counterattacked in the 
Ardennes in December of 1944, the whole division was called upon to stop them. 
Teddy was now in command of the division rear guard that provided the time for 
the rest of the division to take up strong positions from which the Germans could 
not dislodge them for the remainder of the "Battle of the Bulge". 
 
 After the "Bulge" the decision in Europe was not in doubt.  The 82nd pushed 
across the Rhine River into Germany and liberated several concentration camps 
prior to VE Day. When the war was over, Lieutenant Colonel Teddy Sanford was 
selected to bring the first contingents of the division home.  This honor was 
afforded him because he had spent more days in combat than any other member of 
this famous division in World War II. 
 
 When the war ended, Teddy Sanford decided to integrate into the Regular 
Army. With a Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star, and Purple Heart, the 
Army was happy to keep him.  His second son, Thomas Kelley Sanford was born 
in January 1947, and Teddy went to the Command and General Staff College in 
1947-1948.  He then had several assignments in the 82nd Airborne Division, now 
back at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  He was promoted to Colonel in 1950 and 
became the regimental commander of the 504th Airborne Infantry Regiment. 
 
 In 1953, Teddy was ordered to Korea to become the G4 (Logistics and 
Quartering) of 8th US Army.  However, when his plane landed in Japan, Major 
General A. D. Meade met him and pinned on him the star of a Brigadier General.  
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 He then stayed in Japan and became the Assistant Division Commander of 
the 1st Cavalry Division.  After this assignment, he became the Commanding 
General of the Central Command in Tokyo where, effectively, he was the mayor of 
this giant city.  He then moved to Sendai, Japan, where he became the Chief of 
Staff of the IX Corps, and later became the Commanding General of the 508th 
Airborne Regimental Combat Team in Beppu, Japan. 
 
 After a three year tour as the Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics at the 
U.S. Army Continental Army Command at Fort Monroe, Virginia, he received a 
promotion to Major General and in 1959 became the Commanding General of the 
7th Infantry Division in Korea.  
  
 He went from this assignment to Hawaii where he became the Assistant 
Chief of Staff for Logistics for U.S. Army Pacific and helped plan the support for 
the Vietnam War.  
 
 In 1964, he was transferred to Fort Chaffee, Arkansas where he became the 
Commanding General of XIX US Army Corps.  From this assignment, he retired in 
1967 after serving in the Army for 44 years.  
 
 His awards included the Distinguished Service Cross, Distinguished Service 
Medal, Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Combat Infantry 
Badge, Glider Badge, Airborne Badge, the Orange Lanyard and Bronze Lion from 
the Netherlands; both the French and the Belgian Fourragere; the Croix de Guerre 
from France; the Taguk from the Republic of Korea; and the Order of the Rising 
Sun from the Emperor of Japan.  When he returned to Oklahoma, he also received 
the Oklahoma Distinguished Service Medal, the highest award the state has to 
offer. 
 
 After his service, Teddy returned to his ranch North of Pawnee, Oklahoma 
where he raised cattle for many years.  He built the family home less than 100 
yards from the little cabin where he was born.  During these years, he served on 
many state boards.  He was elected to the Hall of Fame at Oklahoma State 
University.  He died on December 29, 1992, just two days before his 85th birthday 
and is buried in the Highland Cemetery at Pawnee. 
 
 His descent from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 
 

1. Governor John Endecott (1588 – 1665) 



 725 

2. Zerubbabel Endecott (1635 – 1684) 
3. Joseph Endecott (1672 – 1747) 
4. Joseph Endecott (1711- 1748) 
5. Thomas Endicott (1737 – 1831) 
6. Joseph Endicott (1761 – 1827) 
7. William Endicott 
8. Richard B. Endicott (1814 - ?) 
9. George Washington Endicott (1855- 1927) 
10. Cora Francis Endicott (1878-1965) married John Thomas Sanford (1856-

1919) 
11. Teddy Hollis Sanford (1907 – 1992) 
12.  Teddy Hollis Sanford, Jr. (1942 - ) 

 
 Sources:  
 1.http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8910720 
 2. http://pasttracker.com/family/index.php/pawnee-home/military/157-the-
pawnee-general 

 
*** 

HAMILTON’S  “ENDICOTT” MODEL WRIST WATCH 
 I n 1939, the Hamilton watch company produced a wrist watch called “The Endicott” that 
was used extensively by the U.S. military in  WWII.  The initial production run was  1939-1941.   
The watch came with a 17 Jewel 987a movement and 10K gold-filled case. The case 
size ran 29 x 36mm and it came with a large crown for easy winding and setting of 
time. Hamilton first made this watch for use by aviators, golf professionals, 
yachtsmen, car drivers and so forth.  Little did anyone know that the Endicott with 
987-F and A movements would be selected for use by the U.S. Army, the U.S. 
Army Air Corps and the U.S. Navy during World War II, as well as by the British 
Army.  Hamilton produced the vast majority of the Endicott model in stainless steel 
but there was a gold-filled officer’s version. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.watchtalkforums.info/forums/hamilton-watch-forum/51808.htm 
2. http://tom-adelstein.blogspot.com/2009_05_01_archive.html 

 
*** 

SS WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT 
 The SS William C. Endicott (hull number 0438), was a “standard” Liberty 
Ship named after the Secretary of War in President Cleveland’s administration (see 
above).  (Incidentally, SS means “Steam Ship.”) She was built at the Kaiser 
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shipyards in Richmond, California, near San Francisco in 1942.  Richmond was 
actually a complex of 4 different shipyards -- and it was one of seven different 
Kaiser shipyard complexes.  
 
 Henry Kaiser (1882 - 1967), a great American industrialist, developed new 
methods of shipbuilding that allowed his yards to out produce other similar 
facilities and build 1,490 ships, 27 percent of the total Maritime Commission 
construction. Kaiser's ships were completed in two-thirds the time and a quarter the 
cost of the average of all other shipyards.  In a special publicity stunt one Liberty 
Ship was built in 4 days, 15 hours and 29 minutes.  Kaiser Shipyards shut down at 
the end of the war. 
 
 In June 1944, the SS William C. Endicott participated in “Operation 
Neptune,”(June 6 - 30, 1944) the water transportation of men and equipment to 
Normandy during D-Day and its aftermath that was the assault phase of Operation 
Overlord (June 6 - August 30, 1944), the Battle of Normandy.    
 
 The William C. Endicott  was one of 196 Liberty Ships reported as “loading 
in June” on a list of ships that was listed as either “loading in June” or “awaiting 
orders” in June, 1944.   These 196 Liberty Ships were part of the 326 Allied cargo 
ships participating Operation Neptune.   They, in turn, were part of an armada of 
6.939 ships, boats and amphibious craft in Neptune, the largest number of vessels 
ever assembled.  (But only 682 ships. mostly warships and landing craft, and no 
Liberty Ships, participated on June 6 itself.) 
 

 The SS Endicottt was part of the U.S. Merchant Marine, the fleet of U.S.  
 civilian-owned merchant vessels, operated by either the government or the private  
 sector, that transports goods and services around the world.  In peacetime, the  
 Merchant Marine transports cargo and passengers.  In wartime, it becomes an  
 auxiliary of the U.S. the Navy, and is asked to deliver troops and supplies for the  
 military. 

 
 The U.S. Merchant Marine was a critical contributor to victory in World 
War II, carrying the bulk of all material sent overseas, and many of the men.  For 
example, it has been estimated that 7-15 tons of supplies were necessary to support 
one soldier/marine for one year.  
 
 The SS Endicott was one of 2,710 Liberty Ships built by 18 US shipyards 
during the war under the auspices of the US Maritime Commission, easily the 
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largest number of ships produced to a single design.  Though British in conception 
-- the first ships were built for Britain before the US got into the war -- the design 
was adapted by the United States for its simple, low-cost construction. Mass-
produced on an unprecedented scale, the Liberty Ship came to symbolize U.S. 
wartime industrial output.   A number of Liberty Ships survived far longer than 
their original five-year design life. 
 
 The United States first learned how to mass-produce merchant ships during 
World War I at Hog Island, near Philadelphia.  In WWII Liberty Ships were 
standardized and designed to be built quickly and efficiently. The 250,000 parts 
were pre-fabricated throughout the country in 250-ton sections and welded 
together, often by women welders -- “Wendy the Welder” (as opposed to “Rosie 
the Riveter”). Using new welding technology, workers pieced together the 
prefabricated sections in assembly-line fashion. This largely replaced the labor-
intensive method of riveting, while lowering the cost and speeding up production. 
While it took about 230 days to build one Liberty Ship in the first year, the average 
construction time eventually dropped to 42 days, with three new ships being 
launched each day in 1943.  A Liberty Ship cost under $2,000,000.  
 
 A word about the naming of Liberty ships.  Initially, Liberty Ships were 
named after prominent (deceased) Americans, starting with Patrick Henry and the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence.  Any group which raised $2 million 
dollars in War Bonds could suggest a name for a Liberty ship.  Then, as the war 
went on, Liberty Ships were named after heroes of the Merchant Marine who had 
lost their lives in accidents or enemy action. One hundred Liberty Ships were 
named for women and another group honored war correspondents killed on duty. 
 
 After participating in the Normandy invasion, there is mention of the SS. 
William C. Endicott in a book called “Pied Piper: The Many Lives of Noah 
Greenberg,” a merchant mariner who sailed on the Endicott from late October, 
1944 to January 8, 1945.  He was cook and baker.   
 
 The account talks about Noah making an Atlantic run during the winter of 
1944-45 that lasted well over two months.  This run may have taken him to Italy 
and/or England with material to be used in support of US troops in both places.   
 
 A description of the Endicott in the book about Noah Greenberg says: 
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 “…she has two decks, three masts, five cargo holds, a single propeller, a 
steam reciprocating engine…Her average speed is about eleven knots and the 
normal crew complement is forty-four men.”  
 
 The SS John W. Brown, one of only two remaining, fully operational 
Liberty Ships that participated in World War II, is docked at Clinton Street Pier 1 
in Baltimore Harbor in Maryland. 
 
 The SS William C. Endicott was scrapped in Portland, Oregon in 1965. 
 

US Naval Armed Guard 
 
 Often mistaken for members of the Merchant Marine, the Armed Guard was 
a special branch of the U.S. Navy assigned to defend merchant ships, especially 
Liberty ships, against enemy attack.  
 
 There is a record of the SS William C. Endicott having one: a William K. 
Rogers, Lt. (jg) is listed as the Armed Guard Commander for the ship.  (In Navy 
records his file number i(s 399551.   He was born in 1911 and retired form the 
Navy in January, 1962.)  
 
 Formed in World War I, when German U-boats first prowled the Atlantic, 
the Armed Guard was disbanded after the war only to be reactivated for WWII.   
The members were US Navy sailors assigned to Merchant Marine ships, a job 
many of them were disappointed at because it was hazardous and not glamorous 
like being assigned to a real warship.  
 
 Training for these gunners improved tremendously from only 5 weeks in 
1942, to 13 weeks by 1943 with an additional 5 weeks of advanced school.   After 
basic training men were assigned to one of three Armed Guard Centers. These 
were located in Brooklyn (for assignments to ships sailing in the Atlantic Ocean and 
Mediterranean Sea), New Orleans (for Gulf of Mexico assignments), and Treasure 
Island in San Francisco Bay (for Pacific Ocean assignments). 
 
 The typical Armed Guard complement for a merchant ship was 24 gunners 
and one officer (generally an ensign, lieutenant junior grade or lieutenant), plus as 
many as three communication personnel for a total of 28 men. 
 
 When fully armed, typically, there was a 5-inch stern gun, a 3-inch bow gun, 
and 8 20mm anti-aircraft guns mounted on the ship. 
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 Aboard ship, the merchant and Navy crews had separate sleeping and eating 
quarters. 
 
 Enemy submarines, aircraft, and torpedo boats were the main threats to the 
AG crews.  As long as a submarine stayed under water, there was not much an AG 
crew could do about it.  Against planes, however, they were more effective, often 
shooing them down. 
 
 No voyage was as dreaded as the Murmansk run to Russia. Arctic storms, 
lack of escorts, continuous U-boat attacks and raids by German planes from 
Norway and Finland made the Murmansk run a horrific nightmare that drained a 
man mentally and physically.  Sometimes ice formed on the guns and had to be 
broken off with axes and picks. 
 
 A total of 144,970 enlisted men and officers served in the U.S. Navy Armed 
Guard during World War II. They sailed on 6,236 merchant ships (including Allied 
vessels), of which more than 700 ships were sunk and many more were 
damaged. Armed Guard casualties numbered at least 1,810 killed or missing in action 
and many more wounded, a casualty rate that rivals the casualty rate of any of the 
Armed Forces during World War II.  
 

Victory Ships were the next model 
 
 A follow-on model to the Liberty Ship was the Victory Ship, the first one of 
which was launched on February 28, 1944.  Victory ships were larger and faster 
than Liberty Ships but only 534 were made.  They are easily distinguishable from 
Liberty Ships in that Victory Ships had 5 masts instead of the 3 that Liberty Ships 
had.  Victory Ships also had a raised front deck, whereas Liberty Ships had a flat 
front deck.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.usmm.org/ww2.html 
2. http://www.navweaps.com/index_tech/tech-083.htm 
3.  http://www.usmm.org/normandyships.html  
4. http://www.mariners-l.co.uk/LibShipsW.html 
5. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_ship 
6. http://warfarehistorynetwork.com/daily/wwii/hazardous-duty-with-the-naval-

armed-guard/ 
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7. In the June 10, 1945 edition, page 29 of “The Rattle” the Theta Chi 
fraternity newsletter for service men, covering many universities 
there is the following citation: Oscar K. Rogers, Ohio ’33, Lt. (jg) 
Armed guard commander, SS William C. Endicott FPO, New 
York. 

8. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victory_ship 
 

*** 
 

US FREIGHTER ENDICOTT 
 World War II may have started in Europe on September 1, 1939, when 
Germany invaded Poland.  But it started for the Endicotts on Sunday, October 22, 
1939, when the freighter Endicott and another U.S. freighter, the West Gambo 
(later torpedoed and sunk by U-596 on September 20, 1942), were detained by the 
French and portions of their cargo ordered ashore as contraband.  Taken from the 
Endicott were 2,276 bars of copper and 1,796 bags of carbon black.  The Endicott 
was held for 12 days and then released. 
 
 There is an earlier account of a rescue at sea in the Ottawa Journal of 
November 30, 1930, which mentions that the Endicott answered a distress signal of 
another ship, the Ovidia, but got there only after a third ship, the Mauretania, had 
arrived and saved the day.  
 
 Sources: 

1. The Official Chronology of the U.S. Navy in World War II, 
Robert J. Cressman, page 10.  

2. http://www.usmm.org/sunk39-41.html 
 

*** 
 
USS ENDICOTT (DD-495) 

Named after a sailor who participated in a daring raid on the Barbary pirates 
in 1804 (see above under War Against the Barbary Pirates), the destroyer was 
constructed for use in World War II.  

 
Launched in 1942 at the same time that President Roosevelt chose Camp 

David (then called Shangri-La) as the presidential retreat, and later because the 
Endicott helped escort FDR to Yalta, the Endicott’s ship’s bell now hangs at Camp 
David.   
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One of her earliest captains was the legendary John Bulkeley, winner of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor and noted for spiriting General Douglas McArthur 
out of the Philippines in a PT boat.  Under Bulkeley’s command, the Endicott sank 
3 German ships in the WWII invasion of southern France and later helped escort 
President Roosevelt to Yalta and back.   

 
Later still, she participated in the Korean war where she helped U.N. troops 

hold on in the Pusan Perimeter until the invasions at Wonson, which she 
participated in, and Inchon, which turned the tide of the war.  After the Chinese 
Communists entered the war, the Endicott helped protect and evacuate U.S. 
Marines during their epic fighting retreat from the Chosin Reservoir.  The Navy 
believes she even helped sink a Soviet submarine during the Korean War, an event 
that was hushed up for half a century for fear it could have sparked WWIII.  

 
 

Advent of US Destroyers 
 

 The invention of the self-propelled British Whitehead torpedo in 1866 
spurred the creation of small, fast  “torpedo boats” that, armed with torpedoes, 
could dash in, fire their torpedoes, sink large enemy ships, and then dash away 
unscathed.  This, in turn, created a need for a defense against torpedo boats and the 
development of the “torpedo boat destroyer” or “destroyer” for short. 
 
 During the 1898 Spanish-American War, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
Theodore Roosevelt, noticed that Spain had both torpedo boats and torpedo boat 
destroyers and the US did not, so he pushed to acquire them.  On May 4, 1898 
Congress authorized the first 16 destroyers. 
 
 The first one was commissioned in 1902 and from then up to 1917 when the 
US entered WWI, the US Navy produced 68 destroyers in 9 different classes. 
 
 Then in WWI the US Navy mass-produced 273 more destroyers in the 
Caldwell, Wickes, and Clemson classes and they quickly acquired an anti-
submarine mission, although US destroyers only sank 2 submarines in WWI.   
 
 In between WWI and WWII, the US produced 149 more destroyers in 10 
classes.   
 
 In September, 1940, in violation of the Neutrality Acts of the 1935, 1936, 
and 1937, by which the US was supposed to be neutral in WWII, President 
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Roosevelt gave Britain 50 Caldwell, Wickes, and Clemson-class destroyers in 
exchange for the 99-years leases of British bases mostly in the Caribbean, but also 
in Newfoundland, Canada.   
 
 Between 1941 and 1943 while on patrol or as convoy escorts these 
destroyers helped sink 10 German U-boats (one of which had an Enigma machine 
on it, which the British got) and one Italian submarine.  Six of the 50 destroyers 
were lost to U-boats, and three others were destroyed in other circumstances. 
 
 The last two of the interwar classes the US produced were the Gleaves class 
of 66 ships and the Benson class of 30 ships and they were the US Navy’s most 
modern destroyers when it entered World War II.  The USS Endicott was one of 
the Gleaves class ships.  
 
 During the war the Navy built 175 Fletcher class destroyers, which, larger, 
more stable, and more modern, became the signature US destroyer of the war. (The 
Navy also started 156 other destroyers in 3 classes, but they were not finished until 
after the war.)  
 
 After WWII, the Navy built 137 destroyers in 8 classes that were fitted with 
missiles instead of torpedoes and were part of task forces to escort aircraft carriers 
and amphibious attack forces.  
 

Namesake 
 
 The Endicott was named after Samuel Endicott (about 1779 – 1821), who is 
described earlier in this book (see above under Barbary Pirates War).  Why did the 
Secretary of the US Navy pick Samuel out of the crew of 71 men who participated 
in the raid on the USS Philadelphia to name a destroyer after?  The simple answer 
according to a March 7, 2017 communication from Dr. Richard Hulver, Historian, 
Emergent Response Section, Naval History and Heritage Command, is because at 
least 16 other members of the raiding party also had destroyers named after them.  
Someone in the Department of the Navy apparently really liked the story of the 
Philadelphia raid and wanted to commemorate it.  Two of the most well known of 
the other men who had destroyers named after them were the raid’s leader, Stephen 
Decatur, who did much to foster the fledgling US Navy, and Reuben James.   
 
 What happened to the WWII destroyers named after these fellows? The USS 
Reuben James (a Clemson class destroyer) was sunk by a German submarine on 
October 31, 1941, before the US got into WWII, prompting the famous song by 
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anti-fascist Woody Guthrie, “The Sinking of the Reuben James” that was 
published in 1942.  Its chorus goes:  “What was their names? Tell me what was 
their names?  Did you have a friend on that good Reuben James?” (“Were” is  
substituted for “was” in other singers’ versions of the song.)  
 
 The USS Decatur (Clemson class) served on many convoy missions in 
WWII and in March, 1944 was part of a convey that successfully repelled an attack 
by German submarines and planes.  She was decommissioned and sold in 1945.  
Below is the story of what happened to the USS Endicott.  

A Ship’s Story 

The USS Endicott, was a 1,630-ton Gleaves class destroyer, DD-495 (later 
minesweeper, DMS-35). She was built at the Harbor Island Plant by the Seattle-
Tacoma Shipbuilding Company, in Seattle, Washington, and was launched on 
April 5, 1942.  She was to serve the U.S. Navy through 1970.  She was 348 feet, 3 
inches long, 36 feet, 1 inch wide, and weighed 1,630 tons.  Her ship’s complement 
was 16 officers and 260 enlisted men.  She was one of 66 Gleaves class destroyers 
to serve in WWII in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, and Pacific.  

She underwent her shakedown cruise off San Diego and was then ordered to 
the Atlantic Fleet.  In her first year, she escorted two convoys to Africa, and one 
each to Ireland, Panama, and Trinidad. 

In preparation for the D-Day invasion (June 6, 1944), the Endicott was 
captained by Lt. Cmdr. (later Rear Admiral) Wilton Stewart Heald, a 1927 US 
Naval Academy graduate.  But on the night of May 24, 1944, while serving as an 
escort for a convoy of merchantmen and transports, she collided with the freighter 
SS Exhibitor in the Irish Sea.  The Exhibitor had inadvertently entered the path of 
the oncoming convoy.  The Endicott tried to avoid the Exhibitor but failed; the 
Exhibitor slammed into the Endicott, causing extensive side damage up toward the 
bow (see photo below).  This forced the Endicott to undergo repairs at Cardiff, 
South Wales, thus missing the D-Day landings.  The Exhibitor survived the crash. 
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Crash damage to the USS Endicott  

 

After repairs, the Endicott rejoined the fleet on July 12 and escorted LSTs 
(Landing Ship Tank) and LCIs (Landing Craft Infantry) into the Mediterranean for 
the buildup preparatory to the attack on southern France, called Operation 
Dragoon.  She then came under the command of John Bulkeley, one of the great 
names in US Navy history. 

John Bulkeley and the USS Endicott Take On the Germans 

Admiral John Bulkeley (1911-1996) spent 54 years in the U.S. Navy, 
retiring in 1988 as a Navy legend.  Descended from a long line of sailors, he 
commanded PT boats in the Pacific, rescued Douglas McArthur from Corregidor, 
and won the Congressional Medal Honor, all prior to assuming command of the 
Endicott in July of 1944.  
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In an interview in the August, 1994 edition of Naval Institute Proceedings, 
Bulkeley described at some length how he came to captain the Endicott: 

On D+38 (38 days after the Normandy invasion) I was summoned to the 
destroyer ENDICOTT.  She had been in a collision, and she had also been 
late in getting to the invasion of Normandy.  Commodore Harry Sanders said 
that her captain lacked the drive, the initiative and the aggressiveness 
required of a destroyer captain.  And he wanted to get rid of this one.  So he 
sent for me. 

We got in a whaleboat and went over to the ENDICOTT, where he told me 
to go down in the plotting room and stay there until I heard that the 
commodore had left the ship. I was then to go up on the bridge and 
announce that I was taking command.  There were no written orders or 
notification to the Bureau of Personnel – or anyone else.  So I took 
command and got the ship under way.  And away we went, down to the 
invasion of Southern France. 

___________________________________________________________ 

SIDEBAR: John Bulkeley 
 
 John Duncan Bulkeley (August 19, 1911 - April 6, 1996) was one of the 
Navy’s most colorful and highly decorated officers finishing his career of 54 years 
as Vice Admiral.   
 
 Bulkeley came from a long line of sailors and dreamed of becoming one 
himself.  One ancestor was second in command of the American ship Bonhomme 
Richard during the Revolutionary War.  Another was a midshipman aboard Lord 
Nelson’s ship Victory at the battle of Trafalgar.  Bulkeley’s father had served in 
the US Navy in the late 19th century.  
 
 Bulkeley was admitted to the Naval Academy in 1929, but was only 5’ 8” 
and was severely hazed, once being beaten unconscious.  He remembered these 
incidents for the rest of his life, refusing to attend any of his class reunions. 
 
 In 1936, Bulkeley participated in an event that established his reputation for 
foreign intrigue.  On an off-duty weekend cruise to Washington, Bulkeley noticed 
the Japanese ambassador to the United States with three men who looked very 
much like military officers in mufti. Bulkeley, suspicious, stole the ambassador's 
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carefully guarded briefcase, slid unnoticed into the water in his dress white 
uniform and side stroked to shore holding the briefcase over his head the whole 
time.  He then turned it over to Navy intelligence in Washington, D.C. Although he 
never knew what was inside, Bulkeley was suddenly and swiftly transferred to a 
transport bound for Shanghai. 
 
 Later, stationed in Shanghai, China and having already incurred a life-long 
hatred for the Japanese, Bulkeley enjoyed using a BB gun to shoot Japanese 
soldiers in the rear end while they were standing in the window of their hotel 
rooms and then whirling around to see where the shots had come from. 
 
 Later still in 1942, as a Lieutenant, Bulkeley was commander of a PT (Patrol 
Torpedo) boat squadron on Corregidor.  General MacArthur, also stationed on 
Corregidor, had a soft spot for PT boats and formed a special relationship with 
Bulkeley.  
 
 So, when  President Roosevelt ordered MacArthur to leave the Philippines 
so he wouldn’t be captured, MacArthur chose to leave by the PT boat commanded 
by Bulkeley (PT 41), whom MacArthur referred to as his “bold buckaroo with the 
cold green eyes.” MacArthur’s staff came on 3 other PT boats as part of the 
operation (PTs 32, 34, and 35).   
 
 Later, MacArthur nominated Bulkeley for the Medal of Honor, which he 
received for his actions between Dec. 7, 1941 and April 10, 1942 as commanding 
officer of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron Three.  The award citation credited him 
with "remarkable achievement in damaging or destroying a notable number of 
Japanese planes, surface combatant and merchant ships, and in dispersing landing 
parties and land-based enemy forces during four months and eight days without 
benefit of repairs, overhauls or maintenance facilities for his squadron." 
 
 The exploits of Bulkeley’s PT boat squadron were chronicled in the book 
"They Were Expendable," by William L. White, which was later made into the 
highly fictionalized 1945 movie starring Robert Montgomery as Bulkeley, who 
was called Brickley in the film. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

So it was that about a month after the D-day invasion, Bulkeley and the 
Endicott assisted in Operation Dragoon (originally named Operation Anvil), the 
August 15 – September 14, 1944 invasion of southern France by a combined 
French and American army commanded by General Alexander Patch.  This army, 
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bolstered by some 50,000 troops of the French Maquis (guerillas, as opposed to 
regular army troops), rapidly pushed north and ten days later, Paris was liberated.   

But before that could happen, Bulkeley had to lick the Endicott into shape: 

The ship was, in my book, in poor condition, no question about it.  When I 
went to work with the crew, I made it very plain.  I said, “Look, this is a 
fighting ship.  She might get into action.  If you’re going to save your lives, 
you’d better work like hell, night and day.  We’re going to be watertight.  
And we’re going to make sure all the guns are working, and the ammunition 
is readily available.” 

All these things had to be put together.  And the crew did it in a relatively 
short time – about three days, I guess. 

 

Battle of La Ciotat 

Reaching southern France, the Endicott, together with British gunboats 
Scarab and Aphis, the latter with Hollywood actor and Lieutenant Commander 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. on board, and 17 motor torpedo boats, was scheduled to 
make a diversionary bombardment against the French coast at La Ciotat, which she 
did.  Fairbanks was in the US Navy but stationed on the British ship because he 
had helped devise the whole deception plan. The feint successfully deceived the 
enemy and the Endicott sank a German merchantman during the bombardment.  
Bulkeley says: 

I did not know exactly what my task was going to be.  Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., the actor, was in the middle of this business for a diversionary attack on 
La Ciotat.  The basic idea was to make a pretense of invading.  We were to 
draw two German divisions all the way from St. Tropez east to our area of 
operations. 

We fired 3,000 rounds continuously over two nights, which convinced the 
Germans that the invasion was going to take place, that this was a 
preliminary bombardment.  It did look real. 

We also had PT boats that went in raising hell, shooting off tracers and 
machine guns, yelling, shouting, and screaming, and dropping depth charges 
in order to make it all look like it was a pre-invasion assault.  I’m told that 
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the Germans moved two full divisions to the east, about 80 to 100 miles 
from where the real assault would take place.  When General Mark Clark 
landed his troops there on that particular D-day, only one soldier was killed; 
he stepped on a mine. 

 

USS Endicott in dazzle paint Measure 32-3D 

The Endicott’s work was finished as soon as the Germans were drawn away 
but since the ship had received some damage she headed to Sicily for repairs.  
However, on the way there, Bulkeley got a radio call that 2 German ships were 
attacking 2 British ships, the Scarab and the Aphis, “and,” as Bulkeley put it, “the 
latter two were getting the worst of it.” 

Two different stories 

There is some serious discrepancy as to what happened next, even as to 
exactly who the German ships were.  All sources seem to agree that the first one 
was tthe U-Bootjäger (UJ or “submarine chaser”) 6083, a former Italian ship 
named the Capriolo.  But sources differ as to the numerical designation and even 
the name of the second ship.  Some sources say it was UJ 6073, a former Egyptian 
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ship named the Nimet Allah.  But other sources say it was UJ 6082 and the name 
was Kemid Allah. 

Then, we have two entirely different accounts as to the battle itself, a 
Bulkeley version in which he won the battle and saved the British ships, and a 
Douglas Fairbanks version in which he won the battle and Bulkeley arrived after it 
was already won! 

Here’s the American version, according to Bulkeley: 

They [the British ships – ed]  were river gunboats built for China duty, and 
they had very little fire control.  Their guns were small.  And their speed was 
not more than 8 or 12 knots. 

I turned around immediately when I heard they were under attack.  We soon 
saw huge clouds of black smoke, which looked almost as though some ships 
were on fire.  I didn’t know what was on the other side, so I crashed on 
through. 

The APHIS and the SCARAB were apparently somewhere else, running like 
hell.  Fairbanks admitted in a letter to me later that they were getting out of 
the way.  They would have been goners otherwise, he said.   I was making 
36 knots when I started after the German ships.  They were doing 28 or 30 
knots themselves.  

On August 17, as the Endicott approached the Germans, Bulkeley wanted to 
start firing, because, as he put it, “When you run into the enemy, you’ve got to 
attack, no question about it.”  But his superior, Captain Henry Johnson, warned 
him by radio that he would have him court-martialed if anything happened to the 
Endicott in combat against the enemy ships.   Bulkeley replied: “Commence 
firing.” 

I ordered our 5-inch guns to commence firing at a range of about 6,000 or 
8,000 yards – good hitting range.  About two minutes went by, and no guns 
fired.  I said, “What the hell is going on?”  Right off the bat we had a 
problem closing the breaches [of the guns –ed].  We had overheated parts of 
the guns during the bombardment, which had caused them to seize up.  The 
only gun we had working was mount three.  A great big strapping gunner’s 
mate first class was in charge of that turret.  He was loading the shells by 
ramming them in by hand.  The breach itself was sticking, and it wouldn’t 
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fire unless it was fully closed.  So he used a sledgehammer to pound it in 
tight.  At that time we began to fire. 

Apparently we were pretty effective.  We kept closing the range as fast as 
we possibly could.  They had torpedoes in those ships and I didn’t want 
those guys to have a straight-line shot at us.  So we did a lot of zigging and 
zagging as we closed the range.  We swept their decks with 40-mm and 20-
mm gunfire. 

By this time we had closed to within 800 yards, by some accounts, and our 
5-inch guns were scoring some hits.  One of the ships capsized, and the other 
one sank later on.   

In 45 minutes a magazine explosion rocked  UJ 6073, the former Nimet 
Allah, and she listed to port and was dead in the water, sinking.  Her crew was 
abandoning.  The UJ 6083, the former Capriolo, turned for Marseilles.  Then, both 
German ships fired two torpedoes.   The Endicott turned and fired two torpedoes of 
her own.  All torpedoes missed their targets.  But the Endicott closed again and 
soon the Capriolo was burning and then sank.   

“That was that,” as Bulkeley put it.  The fight was over and the British 
gunboats started coming back.  Even with only one of his guns working properly, 
Bulkeley had attacked and won the day.   “What else could I do?” he would say 
later, “You engage, you fight, you win.  That is the reputation of our Navy…"  

As the Endicott rescued German survivors, she also surveyed her wounds.  
One man had a minor wound, and there were shrapnel and machine gun bullet 
holes in both stacks.  But there was also a huge hole in the forward living 
compartment caused when a dud German shell hat hit her and the shell was lying 
on a burning bunk.  Lewis Fisher, CM1, and Shipfitter third class Lewis Ashe went 
below and carried the shell along with the bunk up topside and threw them both 
overboard and Gilmore Wills, MS1 welded a temporary patch over the hole.  

Bulkeley talks about picking up the German survivors: 

We picked up 179 prisoners out of the water.  The German captains were 
very bitter and nasty.  They claimed they lost 200 men drowned.  I 
personally didn’t give a damn one way or the other.  We picked up everyone 
we could and did the right thing. 
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Now here’s the sory according to Hollywood actor Lt. Cmdr Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr. (not to be confused with the other famous American actor, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sr.).  Fairbanks at the time was comnander of a mixed division of 
American PT boats and British Insect-class gunboats plus assorted other small craft 
and he commanded from the British ship, HMS Aphis.  
 

Fairbanks says the German ships were “two corvettes Unterseebootjager 
6083, which had formerly been the Italian Capriolo, and Kemid Allah, a former 
Egyptian khedivial yacht that had been purchased by the Germans and convertd 
into a warship with two radar-controlled 88mm guns.  Commanded by Lt. Cmdr. 
Hermann Pollen, they had just left Toulong and were enroute to Marseilles when 
they ran into us.” 
 

Well, there was no such rank as Lt. Cmdr in the German navy, the 
“Kriegsmarine.”  But the equivalent of the US Navy rank Lt. Cmdr in the 
Kriegsmarine was “Korvettenkapitän.”  So, Fairbanks probably meant Korvettenkapitän 
Hermann Pollen.” 

 
Then, Fairbanks describes the battle this way: 
 
… I learned from my gunnery officer that our guns were overheated and 
would need a feew minutes to before they’d be fit to fire again. I ordered out 
Motor launches to screen us as best they could, and we circled aroud in the 
smoke whole the enemy’s accurate gunfire straddled us ever closer.  The 
rader of both gunoats was shot away, but we fired back with our small anti-
aircraft guns. 
 
… At last the gunnery officer announced that our 6-inch guns were cool 
enough to use again. Then, when we emerged through a thin spot in the smoke 
screen, we found ourselves at right angles across the bows of the oncoming 
Germans – “crossing the enemy’s T.”  

  
It was a classic manoeuvre accomplished through sheer luck. I don’t recall 
whether or not I gave the order, but in any case, Aphis fired a point-blank salvo 
without the benefit of any targeting device, and by golly, we scored a direct hit 
on the UJ-6083, while Scarab scored a damaging near miss. UJ-6083 began to 
list, while Kemid Allah seemed to hesitate. 
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When asked whether Endicott had helped, Fairbanks said:  
 
Yes, but it was really all over by that time…Bulkeley and I didn’t always 
agree on what happened. But as I recall, Endicott arrived in time to strike 
Kemid Allah a mortal blow.  Kemid Allah’s ammunition began to explode, 
and she went down at 7:09.  After launching two torpedoes at Endicott, 
which missed, UJ 6083 finally sank at 8:30. Endicott rescued 169 German 
survivors, while Aphis and Scarab picked uo another 41. 

Picking up survivors 

There is a lengend concering how Bulkeley “rescued” one of the German 
captains.  

 Coming up from the sea ladder, the German would not salute the colors of 
the Endicott -- and was promptly tossed back into the sea.  This supposedly 
happened three times.  But the third time did the trick and he was taken prisoner 
and allowed on deck.  “They were tough birds,” Bulkeley said, “complete with 
dueling scars, and they were full captains.  I was only a Lieutenant Commander, 
and I don’t think they liked that very much.” 

But the Fairbanks account is totally different: 

I witnessed one exceptional incident during the rescue. As you may know, 
when an officer is coming aboard a naval ship he is supposed to salute the 
quarterdeck first thing. Well, as a German lieutenant commander was being 
pulled aboard, he gave a “Heil Hitler” to the quarterdeck. So our chief petty 
officer (CPO) stuck his foot in the German’s middle and pushed him 
overboard. The CPO then called down in his richest cockney: “Naow, none 
of that there ‘ere! You come back up and do it proper-like-or back in you 
bloody well go again! 

  
And according to this version, the German obeyed: “He was furious, but he 

gave the proper naval salute.”  
 
It’s interesting to note that Bulkeley says the Germans were “full commanders 

while I was only a Lt. Cmdr.”  But Fairbanks refers to the highest German 
commander, Pollen, as being Lt. Cmdr, (a “Korvettenkapitän”) the same as Fairbanks 
and Bulkeley.  

Joint photo 
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Discrepancies aside, after the action was all over, Fairbanks, Johnson and 
Bulkeley had their picture taken together on the decks of the Endicott.  Fairbanks, 
with a good Hollywood grin, is on the left, Johnson is beaming in the middle and 
Bulkeley, looking matter-of-fact with his left arm akimbo and binoculars hanging 
from his neck, is on the right, his khaki navy cap looking worse for wear, askew on 
his head. 

 

From left to right: Lt. Commander Douglas Fairbanks, Jr; Captain Henry 
Johnson; and Lt. Commander John H. Bulkeley 

 

Bulkeley won a Silver Star (his second) for this action.  

Following this episode, the Endicott continued to support coastal operations 
off southern France by escorting a convoy to Corsica, and HMS Eastway to 
Salerno, Italy. 
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The Endicott then underwent overhaul and refresher training from October 
through the end of 1944. 

 

FDR’s Escort to Yalta 

In January 1945, the Endicott, still under Bulkeley’s command, participated 
in taking President Roosevelt to Yalta in the Crimea, there to meet with Churchill 
and Stalin to discuss the end of the war.  

 On October 23, 1944, FDR wrote Stalin: “I have been thinking about the 
practicability of Malta, Athens, or Cyprus if my getting into the Black Sea on a 
ship should be impracticable or too difficult, I prefer traveling and living on a 
ship.” 
 
 Thus began planning for the nearly 13,842-mile round trip for the President 
by train, ship, airplane, and automobile to Yalta and back that would take the 
President away from Washington from January 22, 1945 to February 28.  The 
official log of the trip is found at 
http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/_resources/images/tully/7_13a.pdf 
 
 After FDR arrived by train at Newport News, several ships accompanied 
him on the first leg of the trip, the voyage to Malta, leaving Newport News on 
January 23, 1945, and arriving in Malta on February 2.  From there, FDR and 
Winston Churchill and their parties flew on a special C-54 military transport called 
“Sacred Cow” to Saki, 80 miles from Yalta in the Crimea, and took an automobile 
motorcade the rest of the way.   
 
 FDR rode in the cruiser USS Quincy to Malta the entire time, but at various 
times the Quincy was accompanied by many different ships usually for only a few 
days at a time, one of which was the Endicott.  The Endicott joined the FDR 
flotilla in Bermuda on January 26 but left it on January 28 to go to Casablanca. 
 
 On February 22, after the Yalta conference and FDR’s subsequent stop at 
Great Bitter Lake (connected to the Mediterranean by the Suez Canal) to cut an oil 
deal with Arab sheiks, the Endicott rejoined the flotilla for the trip back to 
America.   On February 24, however, she left the flotilla again with orders to 
proceed to Newport News.  The Quincy bearing FDR arrived in Newport News on 
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February 27, and FDR took an overnight train to Washington, arriving the next 
day.  
 

Endicott’s bell now at Camp David 

It is an historical footnote that the chapel bell at Camp David comes from 
the USS Endicott.  It is rung whenever a notable visitor arrives at Camp David.  
According to a 2017 conversation with Commander Jeff Deviney, the commanding 
officer at Camp David at that time, when the chapel was constructed in 1992, they 
originally wanted the bell from the aircraft carrier USS Shangri-La because that 
was the original name FDR gave to the place he converted from a WPA project 
into his presidential retreat.  Later, President Eisenhower renamed the place Camp 
David after his grandson, David Eisenhower.  

But the bell from the Shangri-La was too big.  So, they took the bell from 
the USS Endicott because it was the right size, it had a connection to FDR because 
of the Yalta trip, and because it was launched in April of 1942, the same month 
that FDR selected the presidential retreat, and because it was available. 

Another candidate might have been the bell from the cruiser USS Quincy 
since FDR spent his entire 27-day ocean passage aboard the Quincy, whereas the 
Endicott accompanied him for only 4 days of the trip.  But the Quincy’s bell was 
not available; it was on display in Quincy, Massachusetts. 

 

After the War 

After the Yalta excursion, the Endicott escorted a convoy to Oran, Algeria in 
mid-April, 1945 and then entered the Charleston Navy Yard for conversion to a 
high-speed minesweeper, whereupon her designation was changed (temporarily as 
it turned out) from DD- 495 to DMS-35 on May 30, 1945.  

On June 25, 1945 Lt. Comdr. R. F. Good, USNR relieved Commander 
Bulkeley as commanding officer of the Endicott.  A few days later she was 
dispatched to the Pacific, arriving in San Diego 3 days after the Japanese surrender. 

The Endicott reported to Task Force 52 at Okinawa on September 23, 1945 
to begin the huge task of ridding the Yellow Sea of 550 Japanese moored mines.  
The Endicott swept 64 of them.  Designated flagship of the sweeping group, she 
conducted similar operations sweeping Korean waters and the Inland Sea.  
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After a period of overhaul at Bremerton, Washington, in May 1946, she 
operated out of San Diego on peacetime patrols and local exercises until the 
outbreak of the Korean War. (See next chapter for Korean War service of the USS 
Endicott).  

*** 

 
COLD WAR  È 

 
 
 Before we delve into the Cold War, it’s important to say a few words about 
how US wars changed after WWII.  With the end of that war, the United States 
assumed a more important position in the world than ever before.  Both Europe and 
Asia had destroyed themselves in the war, leaving the US in the pre-eminent 
position.  This meant the US now became the world’s police force in order to 
ensure world stability. 
 
 It also changed the nature of warfare. Ever since the US dropped atomic 
bombs on Japan to end WWII, the nature of warfare between major powers has 
changed and now often consists of proxy wars instead of unrestrained efforts.  The 
US has been involved in 13 wars since WWII, which illustrate this.  Several of 
these wars were against communism, more recent ones have dealt with Islamic 
issues.  Here is a listing of those wars, with commentary about them: 
 
* 1950-1953  KOREA.  Communist North Korea, supported by China and the 
Soviet Union, invaded non-communist South Korea. UN forces, principally made 
up of U.S. troops but also including troops from 15 other countries, fought to 
protect South Korea. The Korean War was the first armed conflict in the Cold War, 
the global struggle  between democracy and communism.  The Korean war ended 
in a stalemate, along the boundaries that existed before the war. But the Cold War 
later ended in a major success.  
 
*  1961 CUBA.  The U.S. orchestrated the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion, an 
unsuccessful attempt by Cuban exiles to overthrow Fidel Castro’s communist 
regime in Cuba.  
 
*  1961-1973 VIETNAM.  In 1955, communist North Vietnam invaded non-
communist South Vietnam in an attempt to unify the country and 
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impose communist rule. The United Sates, along with 10 other countries joined the 
side of South Vietnam in 1961, but withdrew combat troops in 1973. In 1975 
North Vietnam succeeded in taking control of South Vietnam. The Vietnam War is 
the longest conflict the U.S. ever fought and it lost, provoking a great deal of 
anguish and soul-searching among Americans.  But today, it could be said that 
although the US lost the war, it won the peace! That’s because Vietnam has 
become a lot more capitalistic in recent years. 
 
*  1965 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. U.S. President Lyndon Johnson sent Marines 
and other troops to quash a leftist uprising, fearing the Dominican Republic might 
follow in the footsteps of Cuba and turn communist.  I was a U.S. success. 
 
* 1982 LEBANON.  From 1975-1990, Lebanon was engaged in a Civil War.  In 
1982, U.S. troops formed part of a multinational peacekeeping force to help the 
fragile Lebanese government maintain power in the politically volatile country. In 
1983 241 U.S. Marines and 60 French soldiers were killed by a truck bomb. The 
multinational force withdrew in 1984 and for a while a greater war ensued, but 
things have calmed down now. 
 
* 1983 GRENADA.  U.S. President Ronald Reagan invaded the Caribbean island 
nation of Grenada to overthrow its socialist government, which had close ties with 
Cuba.  A U.S. peacekeeping force remained there until 1985.    The whole  venture 
was a U.S. success. 
 
*1989 PANAMA.  U.S. President George H.W. Bush invaded Panama and 
overthrew Panamanian dictator and drug-smuggler Manuel Noriega.  Noriega was 
later tried and convicted on a number of charges, and died in a U.S. prison in 2017. 
This was thus another U.S. success. 
 
* 1991 GULF WAR.  After Iraq invaded Kuwait, the Gulf War ended quickly 
when a U.S.-led multinational force came to Kuwait’s aid and expelled Iraqi 
dictator Saddam Hussein’s forces, so it was yet another U.S. success. 
 
*  1993 SOMALIA.  A U.S.-led multinational force attempted to restore order to 
war-torn Somalia so that food could be delivered and distributed within the 
famine-stricken country.  The US won a tactical victory in the battle of Mogadishu 
but then withdrew and the country descended into chaos. 
 



 748 

*  1994 HAITI.  After Haiti’s democratically elected president Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide was ousted in a coup in 1991, a U.S. invasion three years later restored 
him to power. 
 
*  1994-1995  BOSNIA. During the Bosnian civil war, which began shortly after 
the country declared independence in 1992, the U.S. launched air strikes 
on Bosnia to prevent ethnic cleansing and then became a part 
of NATO's peacekeeping force in the region. 
 
* 1999  KOSOVO.  Kosovo erupted in war in the spring of 1999. A U.S.-led 
NATO force intervened with air strikes after Slobodan Milosevic's Serbian forces 
uprooted the population and embarked on a plan of ethnic cleansing of Kosovo's 
ethnic Albanian population. 
 
* 2001-present AFGHANISTAN.  The Taliban government harbored Osama bin 
Laden and the al-Qaeda terrorist group, responsible for the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks on the United States. After Afghanistan refused to turn over Bin Laden, the 
U.S. and UN coalition forces invaded (and eventually killed Bin Laden on May 2, 
2011). The Taliban government was ousted and many terrorist camps in 
Afghanistan were destroyed. Thereafter, however, the Taliban begin regrouping. 
By 2005, the Taliban and coalition was engaged in ongoing clashes with coalition 
troops. The US still there ostensibly to provide training and the objective now 
appears not to permanently defeat the Taliban but to get in into a negotiated 
settlement. 
 
* 2003-present. IRAQ. The U.S. and Great Britain invaded Iraq and toppled the 
government of dictator Saddam Hussein, eventually killing him.  The U.S. combat 
engagement in Iraq continued for the next several years amid that country’s 
excalating violence and fragile political stability.  When these military operations 
wound down and President Obama started to withdraw US troops, a new hostile 
force, ISIS, emerged in the area and the US has been helping to battle it ever since.  
 

In reviewing the wars, the following points are evident: 
 
*  FIRST BATCH  WAS AGAINST COMMUNISM.  Korea, Vietnam, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Grenada–– could all be seen just battles in the successful 
Cold War to destroy communism.  These wars and other things led to the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and communist regimes throughout eastern Europe, such a 
modification of communism in China and Vietnam that they are much more 
capitalist than they used to be.  
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This is a momentous outcome, on a par with the outcomes of WWI or 

WWII.  Who would have imagined that today the Soviet Union would not exist 
and that many of its former republics are now members of NATO?  That Vietnam 
would become a booming capitalist economy with five-star luxury hotels, million-
dollar condos on China Beach, gourmet restaurants and championship golf courses 
attracting hordes of vacationers and honeymooners?  And that China would be 
financing a significant proportion of the U.S. debt?  

 
Nevertheless, the US did pay a big price for this, first of all in blood, about 

112,500 U.S. deaths in Korea and Vietnam combined.  (But this compares to about 
405,000 deaths in WWII.) And then there was the loss of national morale over 
Vietnam since it by itself it was not a military victory.  And then, of course, there 
were billions of dollars spent on wars that could have been spent on infrastructure 
repairs, putting people to work,  and new inventions. 
 
*  NEXT BATCH INVOLVED ISLAM.  After the defeat of communism, the next 
big campaign has concerned Islamic entities in 5 wars: Gulf War; Somalia; Bosnia; 
Kosovo; Afghanistan; and Iraq.  These have cost more than 7,000 US deaths so far, 
and more than $2.4 trillion.  They have also left much of the region destabilized 
and it’s too soon to tell whether the effort will have been successful or not. 
 
*  NO CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF WAR.  In none of these wars 
was there a Congressional declaration of war.  The Founding Fathers’ idea was that 
only Congress could commit the country to war.  That was to protect against a 
crazy king dragging the country into a war on a whim, as had happened so many 
times in Europe.  But today in America this system has broken down and US 
Presidents can now start wars more or less on their own.  When that happens, it 
means it’s harder to garner public support for the wars, especially if they go on 
very long.  That, in turn, gives our enemies incentive to draw out conflicts in an 
attempt to win in court of public opinion what they can’t win on the battlefield. 
This is especially true when the war is on TV, like most of them have been since 
Vietnam. 
 
*  NO UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER.  In WWII, we won unconditional 
surrenders, yanked fascism up by its roots, occupied Germany and Japan for many 
years, and totally reformed them in our image.  That was a colossal success.  But 
there has been nothing as clear-cut since, which is frustrating to many, but if the 
end objective is world stability, then it’s been successful. 
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* HAVING TO OCCUPY COUNTRIES. We forget that “winning” means not 
only defeating the enemy in combat or at least achieving a stalemate, it also means 
having to occupy these countries after the war is over, which takes even more 
patience and above all money from the American people.  Then, there is the cost of 
caring for the wounded.  There is the problem of “imperial overstretch:” the US 
doesn’t have the money to do this and still take care of pressing problems at home, 
especially the growth of the “two America’s we have now, one for the skilled and 
well-off and the other for the poor. 
 
*  WARS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Because of the big build-up for WWII followed 
immediately by the Cold War, and now 9/11, the US has been on a more or less 
continuous war footing for close to 70 years.  This has spawned the creation of a 
military-industrial complex that makes a lot of money off these wars regardless of 
the outcome.  War has become a way of life for many Americans and that’s not 
only shameful, it squanders our resources that could have been spent on products 
that improve life instead of bombs and all the other implements of war.  
 
*  DEFENDING CORRUPT GOVERNMENTS.  In many of these wars, such as 
Cuba, Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq, the US has had to deal with corrupt 
governments that have alienated many of their people and thus find themselves 
unable to overcome a growing insurgency in an endless civil war.  And then they 
turn to the US on the other side of the globe to come to their rescue.  
Understandably, it’s a bit difficult to get Americans to be willing to die for this.  
The result is that our military no longer comes from a cross-section of America, 
but from a narrower one. 
 
*  FEWER ALLIES.  It helps the US a lot to go into these wars with as many allies 
as possible to help justify involvement on moral grounds and to share the costs.  
But since WII, the US has had a decreasing number of foreign allies in these wars 
and increasingly has had to go it alone.    
 
*  COMPARING KOREA AND VIETNAM.  Since most of the US deaths in wars 
since WWII have come in Korea and Vietnam, it’s interesting to compare just 
those two wars with each other and the following points jump out:  
 
 - The North Koreans, egged on by Moscow and Beijing, thought they could take 
over the South relatively easily, which turned out to be a major miscalculation.  
The North Koreans didn’t have the same determination that the North Vietnamese 
did and ended the war after only three years whereas the Vietnamese were willing 
to fight the Japanese, the French, the Americans, and then the Chinese for decades. 
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-   Vietnam was a true civil war, Korea wasn’t.  Korea was more a case of one 
Korea trying to overthrow another.  Furthermore, Vietnam had essentially been 
fighting a civil war since 1944 and the US walked into that and supported a corrupt 
regime that lacked popular support. 
 
 -  Geography helped the US a lot more in Korea than in Vietnam. Korea was a 
peninsula that the UN forces could surround with ships that could supply troops, 
bombard the enemy, and blockade the country from foreign help.  Vietnam had 
ocean only on one side, so blockade wouldn’t work and the Vietnamese were able 
to supply their troops through the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos and Cambodia.  
Furthermore, much of Korea was relatively open land, whereas Vietnam was 
jungle. The jungle cover significantly limited US advantages in airpower. So 
Vietnam became a lot of patrols through the jungle on foot, looking for Vietcong 
or possible NVA, rather than a fixed front line.  
 
-  Different tactics.  The North Koreans and Chinese made the mistake of engaging 
the US and its allies in a traditional ground war, whereas the North Vietnamese 
learned from that mistake and engaged in guerilla tactics that hamstrung much of 
US power.  This lesson was not lost on future US enemies, and the US still has not 
figured out how to end guerilla wars quickly.  In the early stages of the Korean 
War, it was akin to WWII with massive troop maneuvers.  Once the Chinese 
entered the war, though, it became more like WWI with both sides digging into 
trenches and there wasn’t much movement for two years.  The North Vietnamese 
made sure not to let the Vietnam War turn conventional until after Vietnamization, 
ie, after the US left, and then the South Vietnamese were no match for the North 
Vietnamese in a conventional war. 
 
-  Taking ground versus bodies.  In Korea, as in other wars, the US based its 
strategy and tactics on taking ground.  But in Vietnam the US shifted instead to 
trying gauge progress by “body counts.”  In the first place, that led to inflated 
estimates.  But on top of that, the US hadn’t counted on the North Vietnamese and 
the Viet Cong willing to pay a high price for victory. 
 
*  COMPARING VIETNAM AND IRAQ.  We got into both Vietnam and Iraq 
because of lies. There was no real Gulf of Tonkin incident in Vietnam and there 
were no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.   Once these lies became evident, 
understandably large segments of the US population had trouble backing these 
wars.  Additionally, both Vietnam and Iraq destabilized whole regions. The 
Vietnam War led to the rise of the genocidal Khmer Rouge in neighboring 
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Cambodia. And the Iraq War has led to the creation of ISIS.  The lesson: you have 
to consider the additional costs of a destabilized region resulting from these wars. 
 
*   LACK OF KNOWLEDGE.  The United States knew very little about Korea, 
Vietnam, Iraq, or Afghanistan before it became mired in unexpectedly costly 
conflicts there.  This was less important in Korea but very important in Vietnam 
and Iraq.  America got involved in Vietnam without a thorough understanding of 
its history, particularly the centuries of Chinese domination, the lingering effects of 
the Japanese occupation during World War II, and the aftermath of French colonial 
rule. America viewed Ho Chi Minh primarily as a communist threat rather than a 
nationalist unifier.  Likewise, American officials seem to have little understanding 
of Iraqi history, from its Biblical days as Mesopotamia, through the Ottoman 
Empire, the British colonizers, the Hashemite monarchy, the republic and the 
Saddam Hussein dictatorship. The lesson: acquiring that knowledge and above all, 
getting it onto the radar screens of policy-makers is key. 

*  SUCCESS BRINGS NEW PROBLEMS! Get rid of a murderous dictator but 
have nothing viable to replace him with and you have serious problems on your 
hands. 
 
 

Beginning of the Cold War 
 
 
 The Cold War dates from 1947, the announcement of the “Truman 
Doctrine,”  to 1991, the year the Soviet Union collapsed. It was a sustained state of 
political and military tension between the United States and it allies on the one 
hand and the Soviet Union and its allies on the other hand.  It began only 2 years 
after the two had been partners in the defeat the Axis powers in WWII.  
 
 A number of Endicotts who served in the military but not during the Korean 
or Vietnam wars, are found in this chapter.  
 
 The British author George Orwell coined the term “cold war” in October of 
1945.  It came to describe a world where the two major powers, each possessing 
nuclear weapons and thereby threatened with mutual assured destruction, never 
met in direct combat, but instead engaged in  ongoing psychological warfare and 
indirect confrontations through proxy wars over almost half a century.  
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 To check what the U.S. viewed as a Soviet expansionism, the U.S. created a 
policy of  “containment,” first outlined in 1946 by George Kennan, a leading 
expert on the Soviet Union and later the U.S. Ambassador to it.  Taking Kennan’s 
advice, in March, 1947, President Truman announced the Truman Doctrine, which 
stated that the U.S. would support Greece and Turkey with economic and military 
aid to prevent them from falling into the Soviet sphere of influence.  This marks 
the start of the Cold War.  A few weeks later, Winston Churchill coined the phase 
the “Iron Curtain” in a speech that called for an Anglo-American alliance against 
the Soviets, whom he accused of establishing an "iron curtain" from "Stettin in the 
Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic."  Also in 1947, Truman signed the National 
Security Act of 1947, creating a unified Department of Defense, the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), and the National Security Council (NSC),all of which 
would become the main bureaucracies for U.S. policy in the Cold War. 
 
  The Cold War went through many vicissitudes and confrontations, but it was 
ultimately successful when, pushed to the limit militarily and economically, the 
Soviet Union finally collapsed and communism ended in Europe.  
 

Part of the Cold War was the “domino theory” that existed from the 1950s to 
the 1980s. It postulated that if one state in a region came under communist 
influence, then the surrounding countries would necessarily follow in a domino 
effect.  The domino theory, now seen in retrospect to have been an overreaction, 
was used by successive U.S. administrations during the Cold War to justify 
American intervention around the world, particularly in Vietnam.  
 
 The biggest confrontations during the Cold War included the Berlin 
Blockade (1948–1949), the Korean War (1950–1953), the Suez Crisis (1956), the, 
the Cuban missile crisis (1962), the Vietnam War (1955–1975), the Yom Kippur 
War (1973), the Soviet war in Afghanistan (1979–1989), the Soviet downing of 
Korean Air Lines Flight 007 (1983), and the "Able Archer" NATO military 
exercises (1983).   Many analysts argue that the Korean and Vietnam Wars, often 
seen as a U.S. stalemate and a defeat, respectively, should instead be seen only as 
battles in the ultimately successful Cold War campaign.  
 

The Cold War was conducted through military coalitions, the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, (NATO, created in 1949) and the South East Asia Treaty 
Organization (SEATO, created in 1954) on the U.S. side, and the Warsaw Pact 
(created in 1956) on the Soviet side.  It was also conducted through strategic 
conventional force deployments, extensive aid to client states, espionage, massive 
propaganda campaigns, the Marshall Plan, political harangues at the United 
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Nations, conventional and nuclear arms races, appeals to neutral nations, sports 
events, particular the Olympics, technological competitions such as the Space 
Race, and political and military conflicts in the Third World countries of Latin 
America, Africa, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia.  

 
By 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev, the head of the Soviet Union, tried to reverse 

an alarming decline in the Soviet economy through a series of economic reforms 
known as “perestroika,” that included reducing  the expensive arms race.  But it 
didn't work and the Soviet Union dissolved in 1991 and communism ended in 
Europe (but not in Cuba, Vietnam or China).  

 
Cost of the Cold War 

 
 Although the costs of the Cold War are not easy to tabulate, one can identify 
large components of it:  
 
*  According to the New York  Times’s July 24, 2010 article 
“Comparing the Costs of America’s Wars”, the Korean War cost $341 billion in 
2011 dollars (compared to $4.1 trillion for WWII), and Vietnam $738 billion.  And 
nearly 100,000 Americans lost their lives in Korea and Vietnam (compared to 
416,000 in WWII).   
 
 *  Add to that a conservative estimate of $5.5 trillion that that several 
sources have made for what the U.S. spent on nuclear weapons from 1940-1996.  
Admittedly this needs to be divided between WWII and the Cold War, but the sum 
is enormous.  

• Eduard Shevardnadze, a former Soviet minister of foreign  
affairs, estimated that perhaps as much as 50 percent of Soviet national product 
was spent on defense during the Cold War, depriving the Soviet people of a better 
life, and ultimately leading to the collapse of the Soviet Union.  
 

• In addition to the loss of life by uniformed soldiers, millions of  
civilians died in the superpowers' proxy wars, most notably in Southeast Asia. 
Millions died in Korea, in Vietnam, and in Afghanistan; hundreds of thousands in 
Angola; tens of thousands in Nicaragua, El Salvador and Ethiopia; thousands in 
Hungary and Romania. People died attempting to cross the Berlin Wall; strikers 
were shot in Poland; protesters were crushed by Soviet tanks in Prague; rebels 
were killed in Budapest; worshippers were gunned down on cathedral steps in San 
Salvador.  Covert actions by intelligence services killed tens of thousands more.  
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Some of the wars people perished in, post-colonial struggles, would have happened 
anyway.   But the Cold War exacerbated them and interstate wars, ethnic wars, 
revolutionary wars, as well as refugee and displaced persons crises have declined 
sharply in the post–Cold War years.  

*  The Cold War (and now the War on terrorism) have contributed to the 
militarization of the American economy instead of lower taxes for Americans, 
lower inflation, fewer budget deficits, or spending the money on repairing 
infrastructure and improving society in other ways.  

ENDICOTT SERVING DURING THE COLD WAR 

 
BRIAN ENDICOTT 
 From 1976-1980, he served with the U.S. Navy’s Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean, attaining the rank of E5.  He currently lives in Carrollton, Missouri.  
 

Sources: 
 1. http://www.vetfriends.com/veterandirectory/?member=66927  

*** 

EUGENE WAYNE ENDICOTT (June 2, 1943- Mar 15, 2010) 
He served in the U.S. Navy.  

 
Sources: 

 1. Veterans of Gillespie County, 
http://www.fbgtxgensoc.org/cem/veterans.html 

*** 
 
GILBERT ENDICOTT (August 13, 1931 - October 14, 2009) 
 Gil served in the U. S. Army from 1953 -1955.  He was born in Wichita, 
Kansas, the son of Gilbert R. and Jeanette Endicott, and was a graduate of 
Kingman High School in Kingman, Kansas, and held degrees from Knox College, 
Wichita State University, Pittsburg State University, and the University of 
Northern Iowa.   
 

He had a career as an educator.  He served as a teacher, coach and athletic 
director in the Kiowa, Harper and Derby, Kansas school districts. The family 
moved to Cresco, Iowa in 1969 where he served as Assistant High School 
Principal and Special Education Teacher.  In 1981, Gil and his children moved to 
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Elkhart, Kansas, where he served as a Middle School Principal. After he retired he 
moved to Hutchinson, Kansas 

 
Sources: 
 1 http://www.aifuneralhome.com/2009/10/14/gilbert-endicott/ 

*** 
 
GLENWOOD R. ENDICOTT 
 He served in the Marine Corps and underwent basic training at Parris Island 
in April, 1946, and by October was a Private First Class with the First Motor 
Transport Battalion, First Marine Division.  By October, 1948, he was a Corporal 
with the 22nd Regiment at Quantico, Virginia. 
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 

*** 
 
JAMES HENRY ENDICOTT (April 29, 1941 - May 29, 2013) 
 Jim was born April 29, 1941 in Portland to Elizabeth and James D. Endicott. 
He attended Cleveland High School, the University of Oregon and Portland State 
University.  Jim served in the U.S. Army in Paris, France where he met his future 
wife, Alexandra De Volpelieres D'escombreras. They had three children prior to 
their divorce.  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://obits.oregonlive.com/obituaries/oregon/obituary.aspx?pid
 =165245625#sthash.UuELMqpS.dpuf 

*** 
 
JAMES MICHAEL ENDICOTT (May 11,1961 –September 8, 2005) 
AB, U.S. Air Force. He is buried in the Riverside National Cemetery, Riverside, 
California. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://files.usgwarchives.net/ca/riverside/cemeteries/riversidenationa l-
e4.txt 

*** 
 
J. ENDICOTT 
 He served in the Marine Corps in October 1956. 
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 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 

*** 
 
MELVIN EARL ENDICOTT (June 20, 1929 -June 22, 2018) 
  Mel was born the son of Earl Leonard and Melva Endicott and grew up near 
Savonburg, Kansas.   He graduated from Fort Hill High School in 1947, and from 
Fort Scott Junior College in 1948 and from Kansas State University in 1955 as a 
civil engineer. 
 
 He then served in the U.S. Army, the U.S. National Guard, and the U.S. Air 
Force from which he retired as a Lieutenant Colonel.  He worked as a civil 
engineer for the Missouri Highway Department and the Texas Highway 
Department.  He enjoyed flying his Paper Apache, collecting classic cars, and 
researching genealogy. 
 
 In 2007, he wrote a long article “in order to preserve information I have 
acquired about my great-great-grandfather, Samuel Endicott, and his wife, 
Sarah, and to encourage others to pursue additional information on the 
subject.” 
 
 Mel was able to trace his lineage to Governor John Endicott as follows:  
 
*  Gov. John Endicott 
*  Zerubbable, born 1635 
*  Joseph, 1672  
*  Joseph, born 1711 
*  Joseph, born 1738 
* Great-great-grandfather, Samuel Endicott, born in 1768.  Married to Sarah 
Endicott.  Tax records and land deeds show him in Wilkes County, North 
Carolina.  There is also a record of a Samuel Indicut, thought to be the same 
person, filing a grantor deed in Wilkes County on July 10, 1788. 
*  Great-grandfather, Gabriel Jones Endicott, born in 1800 to Samuel and 
Sarah Endicott and lived in Virginia, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri and Kansas 
territory.  He was also married three times. 
* Grandfather, Samuel Jones Endicott was born 1824 in Virginia but like his 
father, resided in Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, and Kansas during his 
lifetime. He was also married three times. 
*  Father, Earl Leonard Endicott, born 1895. 
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*  Mel, born 1929 
 
 In doing this research, Mel turned up an shocking fact: Samuel Endicott, 
born in 1768 was murdered on Long Ridge in Russell County, Kentucky, on 
December 2, 1817 and one Sylvanus Brewer was charged with the crime, and 
furthermore Samuel’s wife, Sarah, was charged as an accessory on April 29,1818.   
But Mel gives no outcome of the charges and an Internet search reveals nothing 
more, either. 
 

Sources: 
 

1. Obituary of Melvin Earl Endicott as found at 
https://www.fstribune.com/story/2533613.html on 9-29-18. 

 
2. http://www.thecoalfieldprogress.com/endicott-tribe-formed-uncharted-

territory/article_91767048-14b9-51b1-984b-f0d88c3ae016.html as found 9-
29-18.  

*** 
 
RAYMOND J. ENDICOTT 
 He served in the Marine Corps in October 1954. 
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 

*** 
VARIANT SPELLINGS 
 
DONALD EASTER ENDACOTT (September 18, 1933 – April 26, 2010) 
 He was the son of Paul Endacott, a basketball Hall of Famer who starred for 
the University of Kansas and who later became the President of the Phillips 
Petroleum Company (now Phillips 66).   
 

Don graduated from the University of Kansas where he did NROTC, 
majored in economics and was a linebacker on the football team.  He then entered 
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, serving from 1955 to 1963, attaining the rank of 
1st Lieutenant, and working as a Field Artillery Officer and an Administrative 
Officer.  His Service Number was 547304. 
 

In 1957, he requested reassignment from active duty to the Ready Reserve in 
order to attend the Harvard Law School, from which he graduated in June, 1960.  
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He lived in Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska and in 1964 he became a 

partner in the Knudson law firm, where he worked as a litigator.  From 1979-2000, 
he was a District Judge for Lancaster County.  

 
 His uncle, J. Earl Endacott (1900 - 1982), was a high school teacher for 20 
years, before working for 24 years as the curator of the Eisenhower Center, a 
museum of artifacts received from Dwight D. Eisenhower.  The Center 
subsequently became the Eisenhower Presidential Library. 

 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://journalstar.com/news/local/retired-lancaster-county-district-judge-dies-
at/article_99810e92-5257-11df-a3c0-001cc4c03286.html 

2. Examination of Marine Corps Records of Donald E. Endacott 
provided by daughter Leslie Pieper, October 21, 2013. 

3. http://journalstar.com/news/local/retired-lancaster-county-district-
judge-dies-at/article_99810e92-5257-11df-a3c0-
001cc4c03286.html 

*** 

SHAWN ENDECOTT 

 According a website connecting military veterans, he served as a Lance 
Corporal in the Marine Corps from 1990-1992 with the Company L of the  3rd 
Battalion, but it does not say what regiment or division.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.http://www.vetfriends.com/veterandirectory/?member=266657 
 

OTHER ENDICOTT DESCENDANTS SERVING DURING THE COLD WAR: 

STEPHEN ROCKINGHAM ARKLEY ( April 30, 1957 -  ) 
 He was born at Ft. Niagara, New York.  He served in the U. S. Army Signal 
Corps after graduating from ROTC at Norwich University. He left the Army after 
about 11 years of service due to back injuries incurred during parachute jumping. 
 
 He is a 12th generation descendent of Governor John Endicott and the son of 
Robert J. Arkley (see above) and the nephew of John Endecott Arkley (see above).  
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His descent from Governor John Endecott via Grace Endecott, daughter of 
Zerubbabel Endecott and Benjamin Killam is as follows: Benjamin Killam and 
Sarah Foster had a son named Moses Killam. He married Tyrrhena Whitney. They 
had a son named Joseph Whitney Killam. He married Alice Killam (his first 
cousin.) They had a son named Albert Killam. Albert married Mary Jane Peters. 
They had a daughter named Marion Endecott Killam.  Marion married Floyd 
James Arkley. They had two sons, John Endecott Arkley and Robert James Arkley. 
Robert married Margery Shonio. They had a son named Stephen Rockingham 
Arkley.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.  Email from Martha Pike on September 5, 2012. 

*** 

ROBERT DONALD BLACKLEDGE  (1937 - ) 
Bob was a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army during the Cold War from 1962 to 

1964.   He then had a long career as a forensic chemist first associated with State 
law enforcement agencies and then with the U.S. military as a civilian.  

 
Bob comes from a rather remarkable military tradition.  He is the son of 

Army Captain William C. Blackledge (see WWII section), brother of Colonel 
David W. Blackledge (see Vietnam War section), and the uncle of retired Army 
Major General David Noel Blackledge, (see War in Iraq section) and William 
Dean Blackledge, also a retired Colonel (see Iraq War section).   
 

As a child Bob was a prisoner in the Japanese WWII internment camps at 
Santo Tomas University in Manila and, later, at Los Baños, Philippines. He was 
almost 5 years old when the war started and 8 when it ended. He was interned with 
his mother, Helen Louise Van Curen Blackledge, and older brother, Dave.  

 
His father, Bill Blackledge, was a U.S. Army Officer who was in the Bataan 

Death March and did not survive captivity (see WWII section).  Helen, Dave, and 
Bob were liberated in a daring airborne raid on the Los Baños camp by the 11th 
Airborne Division and Filipino guerrillas, on February 23, 1945. 
 Bob’s lineage from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 

Gov. John Endecott (1588-1665)   
Zerubbabel Endecott (1635-1684) 
Joseph Endecott (1672-1747) 
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Thomas Endecott (1737-1831) 
Thomas Endecott (1771-1836), 
Malinda Grubbs (1804-1884) 
America Amos (1829-1911) 
Amos Blacklidge (1865-1913) (not a spelling error) 
William C. Blackledge (1905-1945) 
Robert D. Blackledge (1937-      ) 

 
 The account of the Blackledge family in the Los Baños prison camp can be 
found in his brother Dave’s story (see Vietnam War section), but what follows here 
are details that Bob has added to that. 
 

Conditions in the internment camps 
 

Bob went into the Santo Tomas prison camp just before his 5th birthday, was 
shifted to the Los Baños camp, and got out of that when he was 8.  
 

These prison camps were particularly jarring because before the war the 
Blackledges had a “nice lifestyle” since things were cheap in the Philippines.   “ 
We had servants and everything,” Bob said.  “My parents had quite an active social 
life and we got to be part of that.”  
 
 Another problem.  In the Santo Tomas camp males and females were 
separated from each other at night.  So this meant Bob (and brother Dave) were 
separated from their mother Helen at night but could be reunited in the morning.  
This was only true at Santo Tomas, though.  
 

Yet another problem:  “I had absolutely no friends in the camps.  That made 
it hard to develop interpersonal skills.  I’ve always been a solitary person and I 
wondered if that’s why.”  (Brother Dave is 7 years older and was always more 
outgoing anyway.) 
 
 In the prison camps, Bob did not have school, so when asked what he did all 
day, he said, “I just wandered around a lot.  But I followed the rules and didn’t get 
into any trouble.” He personally never had interaction with the Japanese guards; 
only the camp leaders did.   
 
 How was the food?  “Watery rice with worms in it.  You just learned to not 
look at it.”  But he added that in the early years, the internees were allowed to have 
gardens and many families had their own, so he and his mother and brother tended 
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one.  “There was fruit all over the ground outside the camp but the Japanese 
wouldn’t let us have that,” he added. 
 
 Another thing Bob remembers: “there were a lot of Brits in the camp who 
knew all these songs from WWI and the Japanese allowed us to attend sing-alongs 
inside the camp.”  So to this day, Bob remembers the words to a lot of those songs, 
some of them pretty “bawdy”! 
 
 He also remembers that “Once American planes started flying overhead, at 
first we’d look up at them and cheer.  But then the Japanese said ‘if you look up 
we’ll knock you down.’ ” So, after that, everyone was careful to look up only when 
they knew the guards weren’t watching. 
 
 Bob remembers the night before he was freed. 
 

I looked out across the camp and there was a flight of 5 P-38 
Lightnings.  It was a good fighter but could also be a kind of dive-
bomber.  Outside the camp there was a hill looking down on the camp 
grounds where all of us had to line up for roll call. 

 
Each plane dropped a single bomb on the hill. And the next morning 
we were rescued.  If there had been any machine gun nests left up 
there on that hill, it would have been bad news for us.  It always 
bothered me that the Army Air Corps didn’t receive any credit for 
knocking out those guns.  

 
Birthday cake for Dave 

 
Just after being freed from Los Baños, in early March, Bob and his family 

were in a U. S. camp in the Philippines.  It was a few days before Dave’s birthday 
and in over three years he had never had a birthday cake.  Bob relates what 
happened next: 

 
My mother went to one of the mess tents and asked whether it would 
be possible to make a birthday cake for him.  Here are these bakers 
who have to prepare meals for thousands of people.  But she was 
outgoing and attractive and got the cake! 

 
Stormy trip back 
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 In 1945, Bob and family made their way back to Fort Wayne, Indiana, first 
by ship to the U.S. and then by train.   But the ship voyage had one pretty bad 
moment: 
 

We sailed on a Liberty Ship east across the Pacific.  There was a 
gigantic typhoon that we could not avoid.  We were one ship and there 
was a big convoy headed right toward us.   

 
So our ship was ordered to make a 90º turn and get out of the way.  
But turning put us sideways in huge waves.  There were 3 maybe 
more times where the boat rolled way over on its side and we were 
afraid it would sink.  But it would slowly come back up again. 

 
  We were sleeping in bunks stacked 6 people high during this! 
 

Back in Indiana 
 

When the Blackledges got to Indiana, after a little time to recover from their 
ordeal, Helen enrolled Dave and Bob in school. When Helen, spoke to the 
superintendent of schools about it, she so impressed him that he offered her a job 
on the spot: 

 
He always was an advocate for her; he encouraged her to go back and 
get her Masters degree. I would say the happiest time in her life was 
when she was doing that at Columbia University in New York.  She 
and her friends went to every Broadway show. 

 
 Bob and Dave stayed with Helen’s grandmother while she was away at 
school. 
 
 Because of his age, Bob should have been in the 3rd grade, but he had never 
been to school before.  Nevertheless, he was assigned to start in the second half of 
the 2nd grade year, so he wasn’t too far behind.   
 

When asked about whether the other kids were interested in what he had 
been through during the war, he said: “Once they heard the story the first time, 
they weren’t interested any more.  There was always something unusual about me; 
I was interested in world affairs but the other kids weren’t.” 
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 But being a bit older than the other kids in his grades meant he had a 
physical advantage: “I was always very interested in football and basketball and I 
had an advantage over the other kids,” is the way he put it.   
 
 By the time he was 18, he was 6' 7" tall and such a basketball standout that 
he got recruited by colleges.  
 

The Citadel 
 
 Bob ended up accepting a “full ride” scholarship to The Citadel in South 
Carolina from 1956-1960. When asked if he chose The Citadel because he was 
thinking seriously about going into the military as a career, he said, no, the reason 
for going there was “strictly financial.”   
  
 On top of a full scholarship, Bob got payments from the U.S. Government.  
When he got to The Citadel he learned that Congress had passed the War Claims 
Act of 1948, which paid out small lump-sum payments from a War Claims Fund 
from seized Japanese, German, and other Axis assets.  This meant that the 
approximately 14,000 American civilians interned by the Japanese were eligible 
for money. (This compared to about 120,000 Japanese Americans who were 
interned in American camps.)  Bob remembers that in order to be eligible he had to 
take a test, which he passed.  
 

Avoids hazing at the Citadel 
 
 Because West Point is under U. S. Government jurisdiction, hazing is 
limited to just the initial few months.  But The Citadel, being a private institution, 
was not subject to the same scrutiny and according to Bob, “hazing went on for a 
cadet’s whole first year.” (The 1983 movie “Lords of Discipline” is a fictionalized 
account of this.)  
 
 But Bob was able to avoid a lot of it because of playing basketball for the 
university.  And then after basketball season was over, he became a member of the 
track team, doing the high jump. 
 
 In 1960 Bob graduated from the Citadel with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in chemistry and immediately went to graduate school, the University of Georgia, 
where he got a Masters degree in Chemistry in 1962. 
 

Army service 



 765 

 
From 1962-1964, Bob was a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Chemical Corps 

for 2 years, the entire time in Fort McClellan, Alabama, which is where the Army 
Chemical School was at the time (the camp closed in 1999). 
 

Then when he got out of the Army; he was a chemistry and physics teacher 
at Prestonburg Community College in Kentucky (renamed in 2003 as Big Sandy 
Community and Technical College) from September 1964-end of May, 1971. 
 

Starts 33-year career as a forensic chemist 
 

In 1971 Bob started his career as a forensic chemist.  In recent years forensic 
scientists and chemists have been the subject of about 20 popular TV shows, such 
as “Bones,” and “CSI.”   In general, they take trace elements found at crime scenes 
and analyze them in labs using techniques such as microscopy, gas 
chromatography and many others to catch bad guys. 
 
 In 1971 Bob got a job with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s 
Tallahassee Crime Lab.  He was there a little over a year before switching to a new 
lab, the Fort Pierce Regional Crime lab, and he stayed there until 1977. 
 
 Starting in 1977, and then for 30 years, Bob served as a civilian Senior 
Chemist, first at the U. S. Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory in Frankfurt, 
Germany and then at the U.  S. Naval Criminal Investigative Service Regional 
Forensic Laboratory in San Diego, California. 
 
 Since leaving the U.  S. Government, he’s been an independent forensic 
chemist consultant living in El Cajon, California.  
 

His interests are wide-ranging but his special passion is trace evidence, the 
discipline of forensic science that deals with the minute transfers of materials that 
cannot be seen with the unaided eye. Trace evidence may provide a link between 
the victim and a suspect, a victim and a scene, or the suspect and a scene. 
 

 Bob has won several awards for his public speaking and is a tour speaker 
for the American Chemical Society.  
 

He is the author or co-author of fifty-five journal articles and book chapters 
published in various FBI, law enforcement, and forensic science journals on such 
subjects as: 
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*  Condom lubricant traces where a sexual assailant wore a condom. 
*  Characterization of Surface-Modified Fibers. 
*  Bad Science: The instrumental data in the Floyd Landis case. (This  was a 
Tour de France doping scandal case.) 
*  Classifying single fibers based on fluorinated surface treatments 
*  Spectrographic imaging based approach or condom identification in 

 condom contaminated fingermarks. 
*  Analyzing Forensic Evidence Based on Density with Magnetic  Levitation. 

 
In 2007 Bob was the editor of the book Forensic Analysis on the Cutting 

Edge: New Methods for Trace Evidence Analysis, published by Wiley Interscience, 
a branch of the 200 year old John Wiley & Sons, Inc. publishing house.  (Today 
he’s working on a sequel of the book called More Methods for Trace Evidence 
Analysis.) 

 
The book is an in-depth exploration of the methodologies, tools, and 

techniques for analyzing trace evidence, all the small pieces of material that are 
collected from crime scenes and accidents, which assist in the investigation of 
these incidents. Such evidence often provides proof of an association between a 
suspect and a victim or crime scene. 

 
The book is a valuable hands-on reference for scientists in forensic 

laboratories worldwide. It’s also an informative, fascinating resource for mystery 
writers, attorneys, criminal investigators, and others who want to go beyond the 
basics of trace evidence analysis.  It covers such things as: 

 
*  A wide range of technical methodologies such as mass spectrometry; Fourier 
transform infrared microspectroscopy; Raman microspectroscopy; and statistical 
validation.  
 
*  The analysis of ink, condom trace evidence, glitter, fibers, glass cuts, pressure 
sensitive tapes, automotive airbag contact, and more. 
 
*  Chemical detection strategies for latent invisible trace evidence, including 
bloodstains, fingerprints, and pepper spray. 
 
*  The application of cathodoluminescense to forensic examinations. 

 
Most interesting case 
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Bob says “the most interesting case is not always the one that gets all the 

press.”  He describes one he personally found important: 
 

Once DNA became commonly used, we saw more and more cases 
where the assailant wore a latex condom, serial rapists especially.  
Since we couldn’t get DNA from the scene, I developed a method for 
analyzing the lubricant of these condoms because different ones use 
different lubricant.  That helps to rule a suspect in or out.  

 
He says this led to a lot of work from the LA police Department   

 
Because I was kind of the world expert on condom analysis, and I had 
a crime lab director who was kind of an easygoing guy and liked to 
accept cases that weren’t really in his jurisdiction, but they were great 
for me.  But some of the cases didn’t get the attention they deserved 
because they were being handled by the wrong jurisdiction. 

 
TV shows 

 
How accurate are all these TV shows about forensic scientists? 

 
According to Bob, “They try for accuracy, but if accuracy gets in the way of 

a good story….  Also, you’d never have someone as versatile as say Abby in 
NCIS.  There would be separate specialists for each different area she works in.”  

  
Bob explains that these TV shows have vastly increased the popularity of 

forensic science as a profession and there is a lot more competition for jobs in it 
now: 
 

University officials have discovered that if they insert the word 
“forensic” into a course description, they can get a lot of students to 
sign up for it.  So I start each course off by saying, “if you’re in this 
course to help you be a detective, it will help you.  But if you think it 
will get you a job in a crime lab, it won’t.  To do that you need a PhD 
in chemistry.  Those labs will say, “We can teach you forensic science 
but we can’t teach you chemistry.” 

 
Bob is married to Sally Blackledge and they have three children, Jim, a PhD 

chemist specializing in mass spectrometry; and daughters Andrea and Stephanie.   
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 Sources: 

1. Personal interview January 27, 2021 
2. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Robert_Blackledge 

*** 
 

KOREAN WAR È 
 
 The Korean war was from June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953.  It was a result of 
the physical division of Korea along the 38th Parallel by agreement of the 
victorious Allies in World War II.  After winning the Russo-Japanese war in 1905, 
Japan pushed Russia out of the competition for dominance in Korea.  Japan then 
occupied Korea from 1910 to 1945.   But after the war,  the Allies agreed that the 
Soviet Union would administer the northern part of the country while the U.S. 
would administer the southern part.   Then, Cold War competition between the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union spilled over into Korea, with North Korea becoming 
communist and South Korea staying free.  On June 25, 1950 the communist North 
invaded the South, seeking to reunite the country under communist rule.   It was 
the first significant armed battle of the Cold War.   
 
 The Korean War sea-sawed back and forth, first with the communists almost 
conquering the South Koreans and their United Nations allies, which included the 
U.S.  But, then in daring amphibious landing deep behind North Korean lines at 
Inchon, the U.N. forces rallied, recovered all the lost ground and even pushed into 
North Korea.  Then China, aided by the Soviet Union, entered the war on the side 
of North Korea, creating a whole new war, and pushing the U.N. force south again.  
Gradually, though, the 15-country U.N. force, led by the United States, shoved the 
communists back again and an armistice was signed reaffirming the 38th Parallel as 
the border, which it remains to this day. 
 
 Before the war, North Korea was more economically advanced than South 
Korea.  But since the war, the reverse has happened and in dramatic fashion.  
Today South Korea has twice the population of North Korea and the South’s per 
capita income is $32, 400 compared to the North’s $1,800.  Additionally, North 
Korea is one of the world’s most repressive and isolated regimes.  
 
 U.N. forces suffered 778,053 casualties in the war with the U.S. suffering 
18% of that -- the U.S. had 36, 516 dead, 92,134 wounded and 8,176 missing.  The 
North Koreans and Chinese together had between 1.2 - 1.6 million casualties.  
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 The Korean War was the first time the enemy subjected captured Americans 
to brainwashing techniques to get them to admit to all sorts of crimes and then use 
the “confessions” for propaganda purposes.   In a roundabout way, the Canadian 
Stephen Endicott, got caught up in this controversy.  
 
 During the war, one of the allegations that American POWs confessed to 
was that the United States was using biological weapons against North Korea.   For 
example, in the Spring of 1952, the Chinese Communists accused the U.S. Air 
Force’s, 3rd Bomb wing of using 500-pound leaflet bombs to deliver biological 
agents.   
 
 In 1998, Stephen Endicott co-authored with fellow Canadian Edward 
Hagerman a book called “The United States and Biological Warfare; Secrets from 
the Early Cold War and Korea,” seeking to prove these kinds of charges. 
 
 Stephen Lyon Endicott is the son of the Canadian missionary in China, 
James Gareth Endicott (see Canada, WWI, in “Endicotts in the Military, Part II.”)  
Stephen was born in Shanghai in 1928 and grew up in China before the 
Communist revolution in 1949.  His family lived in Sichuan Province for three 
generations, where he returned to Canada to teach in the 1980s.  Dr. Endicott is a 
graduate of the University of Toronto and received numerous awards for teaching 
East Asian history at York University, where Hagerman also taught. 
 
 The Endicott – Hagerman  book repeats charges that James Gareth Endicott 
had made in 1952, after returning from visiting China and charging, along with 
others, that the United States was using chemical and biological weapons in the 
Korean War.  At the time, James’s charges led him to be vilified in the Canadian 
press as "public enemy number one.” 
 
 The Endicott - Hagerman book cites evidence to support these kinds of 
charges, such as the confession of Colonel Walker Melville Mahurin,  an American 
F-86 Sabrejet pilot, shot down and captured by the North Koreans and then turned 
over to the Chinese for more intense interrogation.   Mahurin was one of 45 U.S. 
pilots who were forced to confess to the Chinese that the U.S. Air Force was using 
infected insects as disease carriers in Korea.   
 
 After their return to the U.S., though, Mahurin, and others disavowed these 
confessions, saying they were the result of sleep deprivation, beatings and 
brainwashing.  His willingness to discuss brainwashing techniques and 
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psychological pressures applied to American POWs greatly aided in improving Air 
Force POW survival courses.  

 The Endicott - Hagerman book says, however, there is reason to believe that 
Mahurin’s confession was actually the truth, which critics say is a false conclusion.  
The critics also charge that while the Endicott – Hagerman evidence shows that the 
U.S. sought to maintain a biological weapons capability during the Korean war and 
afterwards, a) there is no direct evidence that they were used in the Korean War, 
and b) there are a number of Soviet documents from the Stalin era demonstrating 
that the Soviet leadership knew the Chinese and North Korean charges were false 
but tried to use them to pressure the U.S. anyway.  
 
 In 2012 in commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Korean War, the 
Organizational History Branch, Research Division, of the Air Force’s Historical 
Research Agency  produced a 178-page book in entitled “The USAF in Korea: 
Campaigns, Units, and Stations 1950-1953.” It was edited by Judy G. Endicott. 
 
 It is a companion volume to another work called “The USAF in Korea: A 
Chronology, 1950–1953.”   
 
 Endicott’s book provides information on the ten combat campaigns of the 
Korean War and gives an organizational view of tactical and support organizations 
carrying out combat operations. It also locates organizations or elements of 
organizations at their stations in Korea during the war. 
 

Warfare changes for the US 
 
 Korea changed the nature of US warfare in ways that have affected us ever 
since, such as: 
 
 *  It created the possibility, later turned into the inevitability, that the US 
would continue to face armed conflict and would have to maintain a more or less a 
permanent war economy built up in WWII -- the profitable “military-industrial 
complex President Eisenhower warned about.  After WWII it was thought this 
wouldn’t happen because the US had the atomic bomb and that would scare off 
enemies. 
 
 *  But then the Soviet Union acquired the atomic bomb, too, in 1949 and it 
became evident that an all-out nuclear war was a no-win situation for everyone, so 
warfare had to change.  So even though the Korean War was the last time that two 
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major world powers, the US and China, fought directly on a battlefield, it did not 
result in the use of nuclear weapons because the US pursued only a limited strategy 
for fear of what the Soviet Union might do.  Henceforward we would be talking 
about proxy wars, first in Korea and Vietnam against communism, and then in Iraq 
and Afghanistan against terrorism. 
 
 *  Congress would no longer declare war.  This only served to distance the 
American people from wars we got into.  
 
 *  Unconditional surrender such as what we had in the Civil War, WWI, and 
WWII was often no longer possible in wars the US fought.  Now US troops would 
have to “die for a tie” instead.  Understandably, millions of Americans didn’t like 
that.  
 
 *  Korea was also a preview of the same kinds of mistakes the US would 
continue to make in wars, to wit:  
 
 *  We kept relying on corrupt regimes as long as they were anti-communist, 
or anti-Islamic extremists.  This started in Korea with our backing the corrupt 
South Korea dictator Syngman Rhee; then our backing South Vietnam’s Ngo Dinh 
Diem; and recently our backing Iraq’s Nouri al-Maliki. 
 
 *  Our government kept lying to us about how these wars were going.  In 
Korea General McArthur cherry-picked intelligence to both conceal how badly the 
war was going and to downplay the risk that China would intervene.  President 
Johnson did similar things to conceal how badly Vietnam was going.  And our 
leaders have done the same thing about Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 
 *  We kept relying on overwhelming airpower and overwhelming firepower 
but that a) often didn’t break the enemy’s will and b) created decades of anger on 
the part of the civilians underneath those bombings and shootings. 
 
 *  Through racism and ignorance about the culture and history of the places 
in which we found ourselves in wars, we underrated the capabilities of the enemy.  
 
 *  Korea was the beginning of separation of the US military from American 
society as whole.  In Korea, many Americans did not understand the Korean War 
and thus did not agree with it.   In Vietnam, this phenomenon grew to fever pitch.  
Then, when Nixon ended the draft in 1973 and a shrinking proportion of 
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Americans served in the military,  civilians felt even less of a stake in America’s 
armed conflicts. 
 
 *  The rise of McCarthyism and the national debate over how the Democrats 
had “lost” China to the communists in 1949 made the party, under whose 
leadership the US had vanquished both the Nazis and Imperial Japan just five years 
earlier, into the party seen as weaker on national security -- an image it’s really 
never shaken. 
 
 The following are the key battles of the Korean War: 
 
June 25, 1950 
INVASION OF SOUTH KOREA. The North Korean People’s Army (KPA) 
invaded the Republic of Korea (ROK) with 231,000 troops.  Soon thereafter South 
Korea put its forces under the authority of the United Nations. 
  
July 5, 1950 
OSAN.  North Korea overwhelmed a smaller American force and continued to 
defeat it in the battles of  PYONGTAEK, CHONAN, CHOCHIWON and 
TAEJON.  By August, the North Koreans had pushed the Americans and South 
Koreans all the way back to the Pusan Perimeter on the southern tip of Korea. 
 
August 4 – September 15, 1950 
PUSAN PERIMETER.  An army of 140,000 U.N. troops, having been pushed to 
the brink of defeat, rallied to make a final stand against the invading North Korean 
army, 98,000 men strong. 
  
September 10-19, 1950 
INCHON.  U.N. forces commander, General Douglas MacArthur, executed a 
surprise landing at Inchon, the port city to Seoul, 100 miles behind enemy lines.  
He captured Seoul, and cut off the North Koreans in the south, forcing them to 
retreat from the Pusan Perimeter.   U.N. forces then pushed them back north of the 
38th parallel, even capturing Pyongyang, North Korea’s capital.  
 
October 25-29, 1950 
ONJOG.  China unexpectedly entered the war and effectively destroyed the right 
flank of the United States Eighth Army while stopping the U.N. advances north 
toward the Yalu River on the border between North Korea and China.  
 
November 25, 1950 
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CH’ONGCH’ON RIVER.  The Chinese attacked again, this time decimating the 
U.S. 2nd Infantry Division on the U.N. forces' right flank, forcing a U.N. retreat. 
 
November 27 – December 13, 1950 
RETREAT FROM CHOSIN RESERVOIR.  The Chosin Reservoir is a man-
made lake in North Korea.  Approximately 120,000 Chinese 9th Army troops (12 
divisions) surprised and surrounded a U.N. force there of 30,000 American (25, 
473 from the First Marine Division and a few thousand Army soldiers), British, 
and South Koreas troops and forced them to retreat.  In a brutal 17-day battle in 
temperatures as low as -35º, the U.N. forces made an epic retreat 78 miles from the 
Chosin Reservoir to the port city of Hungnam south of the 38th parallel.  Although 
it was a  retreat, the U.N. forces inflicted crippling losses on the Chinese.  Key 
actions in this battle occurred at Yudam-ni, Toktong pass, and Hagaru-ri. 
 
December 31- January 5, 1951 
CHINESE NEW YEAR”S OFFENSIVE.  The Chinese surprised the U.N. troops 
in night attacks and retook Seoul.  
 
February 5, 1951 
OPERATION ROUNDUP.  U.N. forces used their air superiority to help pushed 
back to the Han River and retook Wonju, about 90 miles east of Seoul. 
 
February 2- March 6, 1951 
OPERATION KILLER.  This was the second major counter-offensive launched 
by U.N. forces against the Chinese and North Korean forces. 
  
March 7-April 4, 1951 
OPERATION RIPPER.  This was a U.S. Eighth Army attack that expelled the 
Chinese and North Koreans from Seoul on March 14.  This was the city's fourth 
conquest in a years' time, leaving it ruins. 
 
March 23-28, 1951 
IMJIN RIVER.   Chinese forces attacked U.N. positions on the lower Imjin River 
in an attempt to break through and recapture Seoul but failed. 
 
April 22-25, 1951 
KAPYONNG.  Same as above.  The rest of the war, from July 1951-July 1953,  
was a stalemate.  Combat continued while negotiations went on but little territory 
changed hands.  The principal battles of the stalemate period follow: 
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August 18 – September 15, 1951 
BLOODY RIDGE.  After heavy fighting, the North Koreans finally withdrew to 
Heartbreak Ridge.  The Marine Milton Endicott was killed on September 12, 1951. 
 
September 13 - October 15, 1953 
HEARTBREAK RIDGE.  One of several major engagements in an area known 
as "The Punchbowl."  After 30 days of costly combat, the Americans and French 
eventually captured it. 
 
June 26, 1952 - March 28, 1953  
OLD BALDY.  This was a series of 5 engagements over a period of 10 months for 
Hill 266 in west-central Korea that saw the Chinese still in control at the end.  
 
October 6-15, 1952 
WHITE HORSE HILL.  After heavy casualties, and the hill changing hands 24 
times, U.S. and South Korean forces finally took White Horse Hill from the 
Chinese.  
 
October 14-November 25, 1952 
TRIANGLE HILL.  After nearly a month of trying to take Triangle Hill, 
escalating American and South Korean casualties forced U.N. forces to halt their  
attacks leaving the Chinese in control of it.  
 
March 21 – June 21, 1952 
HILL EERIE.  After changing hands several times, U.N. forces finally prevailed. 
 
June 10-18, 1953 
SIEGES OF OUTPOST HARRY.  Greek and American forces defeated Chinese 
attacks, mostly during night fighting.  
 
May 28-29, 1953 
THE HOOK.  Amidst terrific artillery bombardments by both sides, U.N. forces 
defeated the Chinese.   
 
March 23-July 16, 1953 
PORK CHOP HILL.  This battle comprised a pair of actions that were 
controversial back in the United States because of the many U.S. soldiers killed for 
terrain of no strategic or tactical value.   Its story was made famous first by a book 
and then by a 1959 Hollywood movie by the same name, starring Gregory Peck.   
The armistice was signed on July 27, 1953 ending the war.  
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ENDICOTTS SERVING DURING THE KOREAN WAR 
 
ARTHUR EVERETT ENDICOTT (June 20, 1931 – June 8, 2002) 
 He was a Corporal in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Oakfield Cemetery 
in Monticello, Florida. 
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
CHARLES R. ENDICOTT (June 27, 1932 – January 27, 2001) 
 He was a Private First Class in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Hornet 
Cemetery in Nowata, Oklahoma. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
EDWARD LEE ENDICOTT (September 20, 1933 – June 14, 2006) 
 He was a Corporal in the U.S. Army and he is buried in the Georgetown 
Pioneer Cemetery in Georgetown, California.  He trained two companies of 
infantry of the 45th division in Camp Polk, Louisiana for combat duty.  He went to 
Japan with them, but was discharged one month before they were sent to Korea. 
He re-enlisted one year later and completed Military Police training in August, 
Georgia.  He later patrolled the German Autobahn for two years, 1954 and 1955. 
 
 He was born in Idabel, Oklahoma to Alva Eugene Endicott and Lucille 
Smith,  the daughter of a half-breed Choctaw mother.   He was raised on a 70-acre 
farm in Golden, Oklahoma that produced corn, potatoes, peanuts and cotton.   But 
after WWII started, his family sold the farm and started a service station in Idabel. 
When he left the service, he got married and worked 35 years for United Parcel 
Service.  He spent the last 20 years of his life in Greenwood, California on a 40-
acre ranch.    
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/EdwardsBio.html 
3. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Served.html 

*** 
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DONALD J. ENDICOTT 
 He served in the Marine Corps.  In April 1952, he was at recruit training in 
San Diego, California. 
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 

*** 
 
 
G. DON ENDICOTT ( September 26, 1934 – January 18, 2012) 
 He was a Master Sergeant in the U.S. Army and served in both Korea and 
Vietnam.  He is buried in the Grandview Memorial Park in Rock Hill, South 
Carolina.  
  
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
GEORGE MAYFORD ENDICOTT ENDICOTT (August 9, 1930 – June 20, 
2011) 
 He served in the Army in Korea.  He was born in Garfield, Indiana, to 
Mayford Earl and Eunice (Thomas) Endicott and graduated from Crawfordsville 
High School in 1948.  He worked for many years at R.R. Donnelley in 
Crawfordsville, a global provider of integrated communications.   
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.ingenweb.org/inmontgomery/obituaries/e/endicott- 
  george.htm 
  
 2.http://indianagenweb.com/inmontgomery/obituaries/e/endicott-
 george.htm 

 
*** 

HARRISON JUNIOR ENDICOTT (June 14, 1929 – October 19, 2005) 
 He was a Private in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Tobacco Township 
Cemetery in Beaverton, Mississippi. 
 
 Sources: 
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  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
HARVEY FRANKLIN ENDICOTT (August 19, 1920 – April 18, 2011) 
 He was a Lance Corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps.  He is buried in the 
Valley Cemetery in Valley, Nebraska. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

HENRY C. ENDICOTT (December 11, 1917 – August 2, 1986) 
 This could be the same man as Henry Coyle Endicott (see WWII chapter). 
He was from Bexar County, Texas and was a Corporal in the Army.  His service 
number was 20816050.   He was “seriously wounded in Action by Missile,” on 
August 2, 1950 but was later “returned to duty FECOM”  (Far East Command).   
He is buried in the Memorial Park Cemetery, in Tyler, Smith County, Texas. 
 
 Henry’s enlistment record says that he enlisted in San Antonio in the Army’s 
Field Artillery on December 18, 1945, shortly after WWII was over.  It says that it 
was an “Enlistment for the Hawaiian Department” and that he had had 3 years of 
high school and that prior to enlistment he had been a laboratory technician’s 
assistant. 
 
 The next record of him is his casualty record, which has him in the “89th AC 
M Tank Battalion.”  The 89th Medium Tank Battalion was activated in Korea in 
August, 1950 and in November 1951, and was assigned to the 25th Infantry 
Division.   The unit participated 10 campaigns, from 1951 through the Armistice in 
1953 with the 26th Division.  It earned the Presidential Unit Citation and the Navy 
Unit Commendation. 
 
 The 25th Division was serving on occupation duty in Japan when the Korean 
War erupted on June 25, 1950.   By July 18, the entire division was in Pusan, South 
Korea.  If Henry was wounded on August 2, it means it happened just 2 days 
before the official start of the Battle of Pusan Perimeter, which raged from August 
4 – September 18, 1950. 
 

Battle of Pusan Perimeter 
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 When the North Korea force invaded South Korea, the U.S. 24th Infantry 
Division was the only one sent against it, to buy time for other units to arrive.  The 
25th Division was in the next group to arrive.  But these units were not able to stem 
the North Korean tide and the U.N. forces, consisting mostly of American, British, 
and South Korean troops,  had to fall back across the entire length of South Korea 
into to a 140-mile defensive semi circle around the city of Pusan on the 
southeastern tip of Korea, called the “Pusan Perimeter.”   Presumably Henry was 
wounded just as the U.N. forces were being pushed into the Pusan Perimeter.   
 
 After 6 weeks of fighting off repeated North Korean attacks, the U.N. forces 
exhausted the North Koreans who were hampered by supply shortages and massive 
losses.  Meanwhile, the U.N. forces used the port of Pusan to build up an 
overwhelming advantage in troops, equipment, and logistics.  Then, on September 
15, U.S. Marines staged a successful amphibious landing at Inchon, the port city of 
Seoul, way in the enemy’s rear.  This caused the North Koreans in South Korea to 
collapse and retreat in defeat all the way back up to the 38th parallel that they had 
come from originally.  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.koreanwarcasualties.org/index.php?page=directory&rec=897    
84 
 2. http://www.koreanwaronline.com/history/CasualtyList/elme.htm 
 3. http://www.ww2enlistment.org/index.php?page=directory&rec=2010377 
 4.  http://www.usgwarchives.net/tx/smith/cemph/mempark/sw03c009.jpg 
 5 .http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/89th_Medium_Tank_Battalion_(United_Stat  
    es) 

7. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pusan_Perimeter 
8. http://www.usgwarchives.org/tx/smith/cemeteries/ 

smithwargraves/smithww2.html 
*** 

 
 
JAMES C. ENDICOTT (September 21, 1932 – November 16, 1992) 
 He was a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Southern 
Nevada Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery in Boulder City, Nevada.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
JAMES D. ENDICOTT 
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 He was a Staff Sergeant.   His tour of duty with the Air Force was from June 
1, 1949 to July 2,  1955.  He was an Aircraft Instrument Technician working on B-
36 bombers for the 9th, 436th and 492nd bomb squadrons. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Korean.html 

*** 
 

JAMES E. ENDICOTT (December 4, 1931 – February 28, 1998) 
 He was a Corporal in the U.S. Army and is buried in the Willamette 
National Cemetery in Portland, Oregon. 
  
 Sources: 

1. http://www.locategrave.org/l/5147300/James-E-Endicott-OR 
2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

JAMES EUEAL ENDICOTT (June 2, 1930 – February 20, 2002) 
 He was a Tec Sergeant in the U.S. Air Force in both Korea and Vietnam.  He 
is buried in the Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, Florida. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
JOHN RICHARD ENDICOTT 
 From Kentucky, he was a Corporal in the U.S. Army and served stateside 
from November 24, 1950 to November 24, 1952.  After basic training of 6 weeks  
at Fort. Knox, he was assigned to an Antiaircraft Artillery group at Fort Holabird 
in Baltimore, Maryland.  His duty station was the Glenn L. Martin Company 
(1912-1961), where he helped develop the Missile Master anti-aircraft fire control 
system. 
 
 Fire control is the science of aiming and determining the range for modern 
artillery and missiles, taking into account, among other things, the relative motion 
between gun and target.  Missile Master was an early system to control 24 missile 
firing batteries.  
 
 The Glenn L. Martin Company was an American aircraft and aerospace 
manufacturing company that has since become part of the Lockheed Martin 
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Corporation.  After having produced many important aircraft for the U.S. and its 
allies, especially during World War II and the Cold War, during the 1950s and 60s, 
the company moved gradually out of the aircraft industry and into the guided 
missile, space exploration, and space utilization industries. 
 
 Sources:  

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Vietnam.html 
2.   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glenn_L._Martin_Company 
3. http://www.ftmeade.army.mil/Museum/Missiles_AAA_%20Install

ations.htm 
 

*** 
LACY ENDICOTT (August 29, 1933 – Aril 8, 2010) 
 He was a Specialist 3rd class in the U.S. Army and he is buried in the Mount 
View Cemetery in Williamson, West Virginia. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

LAWRENCE ENDICOTT 
 He first shows up on Marine Corps muster rolls as a Private First Class with 
the Aviation Detachment of the 24th Replacement Draft at the El Toro air base in 
July, 1952.  By October of that year he was in Korea.  
 
 Sources 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 
 

*** 
MILTON CHARLES ENDICOTT (December 31, 1931 - September, 12, 1951) 
  He was born and raised in Yonkers. New York.  His parents were Harry F. 
Endicott. and Dorothy E. Endicott.   He enlisted in the Marine Corps on January 5, 
1951 and was a PFC with  Co. F, 2nd Battalion,  7th Marine Regiment,  Ist Marine 
Division.   The 1st Division was the only Marine Division in the Korean War.   His 
service number was 1162724.   
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Milton Charles Endicott 
 
 In May 1951, the lst Marine Division participated in the Eighth Army’s 
drive northward past the eastern tip of the Hwachon Reservoir in North Korea.   
 
 This had come after U.N. forces had first almost lost the war, then almost 
won it, then almost lost it again, and were now in the process of winning it again. 
 
 They had almost lost it when North Korea had attacked in 1950 and pushed 
them way below the 38th parallel, the border between North and South Korea.   
Then, U.N. forces rallied and almost won the war, driving way up to about the 41st 
parallel.  But at that point China intervened and the U.N. almost lost the war again, 
being driven back below the 38th parallel.  Now, however, the U.N. forces had 
rallied once again and were driving the enemy above the 38th parallel again. 
 
 By June 20, 1951, the 1st Marine Division had taken its portion of the X 
Corps objective, a ridgeline overlooking a deep circular valley in the Korean 
mountains nicknamed the "Punchbowl" because, being a volcano crater, it looked 
like a punchbowl from the air.  The Punchbowl is approximately on the same 
latitude – 39th parallel -- as Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea.  Truce 
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negotiations had now began, and the U.N. forces at first settled down into a 
defensive line. 
 
 Starting on August 31, however, the Marines were directed to take the 
remainder of the Punchbowl.  The effort consisted of 2 phases, the capture of Yoke 
Ridge (August 21- September 3) and the capture of Kanmubong Ridge (September 
11- 21), immediately north of Yoke Ridge. 
  
 Capturing Kanmubong Ridge required taking 3 hills, 690, 673, and 749, all of 
which was ultimately done.  On September 11, the 7th Marines attacked Hills 680 
and 673, with Milton’s unit, 2nd Battalion 7th Marine Regiment (2/7) responsible 
for helping 1/7 capture 673.  By 2 o’clock on September 12, 673 was secured, but 
Milton Endicott had died as the result of multiple wounds to his right thigh, right 
chest and right arm,  presumably the result of a shell or grenade explosion.    
 
 Fighting from cleverly concealed and strongly built bunkers, the North 
Koreans made the 7th Marines pay dearly.  The Marines had to climb up a steep hill 
honeycombed with bunkers.   Each bunker was ringed with mines and booby-traps, 
and North Korean mortar shells and grenades blasted the Marines.  Many bunkers 
could have been annihilated by close air support, but that was conspicuously 
absent.   Historians have compared the battle for Kanmubong Ridge to the trench 
warfare of World War I in its intensity. Marines who were in the battle of Iwo Jima 
thought Kanmubong comparable.  
 
 On September 12, the same day Milton Endicott was killed, two other 
Marines from the 7th Marines, Sgt Frederick W. Mausert III and George Ramer, 
won the Congressional Medal of Honor, both posthumously.   
 
 That engagement was the last 1st Marine Division offensive of the Korean 
War.  
 
 This battle for Yoke and Kanmubong Ridges has received little coverage 
from historians, which is surprising, since it was one of the war’s hardest battles 
for the Marine Corps.   The Marine casualties for Yoke and Kanmubong Ridges 
were high, and many Americans did not understand why so many had to die in a 
war that they believed was already set to conclude by negotiations.  The armistice 
negotiations proved to be on again, off again, though, and fighting dragged on for 2 
more years. 
 
 Sources: 
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1. Casualty Card, US Marine Corps History Division, Quantico, 
Virginia 

2. http://www.koreanwar2.org/kwp2/usmckorea/PDF_Monographs/K
oreanWar.DriveNorth.pdf 

 
*** 

NELSON EARL ENDICOTT (September 16,1924 – May 4, 1985) 
 He resided in Orange County, California and enlisted in the Army in Los 
Angeles in 1943.  His serial number was 39570784 and he was a Staff Sergeant in 
the U.S. Army Air Force.  He is buried in the Riverside National Cemetery, in 
Riverside, California. 
 
 Nelson was in the U.S. Air Force in both WWII and Korea.  From various 
records, it’s possible to piece together his probable progression through life and the 
wars, but it should be noted that there are small discrepancies in these records 
having to do with slightly different birth years, slightly different enlistment dates, 
and no middle initial on some documents–– only an E on others, and Earl on one.    
 
 Taking all this into account, however, it seems most likely that he was born 
in Peru, Chautauqua County, Kansas, but then lived in Fullerton, Orange County, 
California.   He attended Fullerton Union High School in Fullerton where he was 
the manager of the water polo team.  
 
 He enlisted in the Army Air Force for the first time on April 13, 1943 and 
his Social Security number was 548 22 5520.  His enlistment document says that 
he was single, had 3 years of high school, and was 68 inches tall.   He went 
through WWII and he was released on January 30, 1946 having attained the rank 
of Staff Sergeant.    
 
 Then he reenlisted on August 31, 1951 and was in the Korean War, being 
released on April 15, 1954.  
 
 We don’t yet know much about his WWII service, but we do know more 
about his Korean War service, which is the main reason he he appears in this 
chapter and not in the WWII chapter.   
 
 We know more about his Korean War service because he is the subject of an 
inquiry on a Korean war website asking whether anyone knew him.  The writer, his 
granddaughter, says Nelson was a Staff Sergeant and tail gunner with the 344th 
Bombardment Squadron of the 98th Bombardment Wing in Korea, serving in a 
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Boeing B-29 “Superfortress” bomber.  These planes typically had a crew of 11 
men.   
 

But there is a discrepancy about how he served in two planes, the  “Miss 
Spokane” and the “Miss Minooki.”  
 
 One source says that on October 13, 1951 Miss Spokane was damaged by 
flak over Sunan, North Korea.  (Since Nelson re-enlisted in August 31, 1951, it’s 
possible he was on the plane then.) Sunan is the airport 15 miles from North 
Korea’s capital, Pyongyang.   Because of the damage, this source says, the Miss 
Spokane had to be replaced by the Miss Minooki. 
 
 But the two planes had the same serial number, 44-27332, so we can’t be 
talking about two different planes.  Could it be that the “Miss Spokane” was 
renamed after being repaired, so it was now called the “Miss Minooki?”  
 
 The “Miss Spokane’s” nose art was the bust of an American Indian woman.  
The plane’s front also had numerous vertical bomb silhouettes on it marking the 
number of sorties it made.  In addition, it had the “Circle W” tail code as well as 
blue trim with white stripes as a squadron marking.   The “Miss Minooki’s” nose 
art was a nude woman seated on a blanket.  
 

Air war in Korea 
 
 In general, the communists ended up fighting a purely defensive air war in 
Korea, whereas the UN was able to mount an offensive one.  This was because UN 
air power (mostly US air power) was able to keep the Chinese from building 
airfields in Korea, thus restricting their planes to operating only short distances 
from bases in China and North Korea. 
 

This meant that when the Chinese and North Koreans tried to mount ground 
attacks they were badly hampered by UN air power.  And when the US forces 
advanced they were able to do it under UN air power.  
 

US Air Force in Korea 
 
 The 344th Bombardment Squadron was part of the of the 98th Bombardment 
Wing, which in turn, was part of the Fifth Air Force.  The Fifth Air Force was the  
was the main United Nations Command combat air command during the Korean War.   
Records show that the 98th Bombardment Wing deployed to Yakota Air Force base in Japan in 
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April 1, 1951, but since Nelson re-enlisted on August 21, 1951, he didn’t get there until a bit 
later.   
 

Combat operations in Korea at first involved daylight raids to destroy enemy 
industrial facilities, communication centers and support United Nations  ground 
forces, as well as propaganda leaflet drops.  

On October 23, however, MiG-15s attacked the bombers and their escorts, 
shooting down three B–29s and an F–84, while losing four MiGs.  Many experts 
consider this the epic air battle of the Korean War and perhaps the greatest jet 
engagement in the history of aerial warfare 

By late October, the US had lost a number of B-29s and so for most of the 
rest of the war the US suspended daylight missions for them. MiG pilots flying 
from the airfields that the US was not able to bomb continued to intercept and 
shoot down UN aircraft.  

Between November 1950 and December 1951, every MiG-15 combat sortie 
had a Soviet pilot.  (After that there were also Chinese North Korean pilots.) There 
were 3 Soviet Fighter Divisions that operated in 1951 in Korea. In 1951 all MiG-
15 units painted their MiG-15 with red high visibility markings to avoid 
misidentifications with F-86 Sabre. The markings of the units were different. All 
common was the red nose, but the size of the red area was different. Also the 
paintings on the tail were different. Some units had red tails. 

In January 1952, to avoid daylight interception by enemy fighters, the 98th 
BW began to fly night missions almost exclusively. In the spring, its B–29s 
attacked railway installations and airfields, and then in the summer, industrial 
targets.  The wing's last combat mission was on July 25, 1953 and was followed 
two days later - on the day of the truce - with a propaganda leaflet drop.  It then 
remained in Japan in combat-ready status for another year.   
 

Over the course of the war, B-29s flew 20,000 sorties and dropped 180,000 
tons of bombs.  34 B-29s were lost in combat, 16 to MiG-15s, 4 to flak, and 14 to 
other causes.  B-29 gunners accounted for 34 communist fighters (16 of them 
MiG-15s), probably destroyed another 17 (all MiG-15s), and damaged 11 (all 
MiG-15s). 
 

B-29s 
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 After service late in WWII, including dropping atomic bombs on Japan,  the 
B-29 was used extensively in the Korean War from 1950–53.  At first, it was used 
in normal strategic day-bombing missions and after only a few months B-29s had 
quickly reduced to rubble most of North Korea's few strategic targets and 
industries.   
 
 But then in October, 1950, the Soviet Union secretly agreed to enter the war 
indirectly, among other things, by providing high-performance Soviet-made 
Mikoyan-Gurevich (MiG)-15 “Faggot” fighters with trained crews as well as by 
supplying the Chinese and North Koreans with MiGs of their own and training 
their crews.   The MiGs were to significantly alter the B-29s’ role in the war. 
 

98th Bombardment Group 
 

In August, 1950, the 98th Bombardment Group arrived at Yakota Air Base 
Okinawa from Fairchild Air Force Base in the United States. The 98th BG was 
temporarily quartered in a hastily built lean-to adjoining the base’s gymnasium. 
The majority of American military dependents at the base were shipped back to the 
States shortly after North Korea attacked the South, however, and their family 
housing units were then modified to serve as quarters for the B-29 aircrews. Many 
of the 98th’s initial complement of aircrews had flown combat missions during 
World War II and had completed five years of intense and specialized Strategic 
Command training between 1945 and 1950. 

 
To reduce the flow of replacement military equipment, armament and 

supplies to North Korean forces south of the 38th parallel, B-29s were ordered to 
bomb enemy strategic and military targets in the north. The majority of those 
targets were concentrated around Pyongyang, Chongyin, Wonsan, Hungnam and 
Rashin.  

 
Militarily, it probably would have been better to use incendiary bombs on 

those targets, but for political reasons only general purpose (GP) bombs were used. 
The possible uproar over using incendiaries on North Korea so soon after the 
destruction of Japanese cities by Twentieth Air Force B-29s during World War II 
was something President Truman did not want to face at home. Consequently, it 
would require more B-29s per target, or repeated B-29 strikes, to knock out a 
target. The GP bombs were fitted with delayed-action fuses to thwart North Korean 
attempts to repair bomb damage or defuse unexploded munitions. 
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By September, 1950, B-29s had destroyed North Korea’s strategic targets by 
September 15, and the decision was made to halt further attacks on those targets. In 
response to the B-29 attacks, North Korea increased the number of anti-aircraft 
defenses against the B-29s. The Soviet Union and China shipped in large numbers 
of anti-aircraft artillery and ammunition, and the probable B-29 attack routes were 
more effectively defended. By late November 1950, increased numbers of 
Communist flak batteries along the bomber routes forced the B-29s to fly at 20,000 
feet in an attempt to avoid the flak. In doing so, however, the B-29s faced a new 
threat–fighters. 

 
The growing danger of being stalked by MiGs and the large number of 

Communist flak batteries made it necessary for the B-29s to fly at night. The 
bombers usually flew in a stream formation with a 500-foot altitude separation, 
stepped up and at three-minute intervals. North Korean anti-aircraft gunners soon 
began to anticipate where the bombers might fly, however, so the Americans 
modified their target approach tactics. B-29 intervals were altered to between one 
and five minutes, and the separations between aircraft in the same bomber stream 
were mixed. 
 

MiG Alley 
 
 "MiG Alley" refers to the northwestern part of North Korea along the Yalu 
River, where the Yalu empties into the Yellow Sea.  During the Korean War, it 
was the site of numerous dogfights between U.S. fighter jets and those of the 
communist forces, particularly planes flown by Soviet pilots, a fact that was 
confirmed only after the fall of the Soviet Union.  The North American F-86 
Sabrejet and the Soviet-built  MiG-15 were the aircraft involved.   Because it was 
the site of the first large-scale jet-vs-jet air battles, MiG Alley is considered the 
birthplace of jet fighter combat. 
 
 November 1, 1950 was the first day that MiGs entered the war.  On that day, 
8 MiGs intercepted about 15 U.S. P-51s.  A Soviet-piloted MiG shot one down.  
Then, on the same day came the first fighter-to-fighter kill, when another Soviet-
piloted shot down an F-80C. 
 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
SIDEBAR ––MiG-15 
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* 1945.  Although the MiG was a Soviet plane, it had Nazi roots. After World War 
II, several thousand German aeronautical designers who had worked on a German 
jet fighter were exported to Russia, including noted German designer Siegfried 
Günther, who is thought to have worked on the MiG-15. 
 
*  1947. On December 30, 1947, a MiG-15 prototype made the first official test 
flight, and in the next 9 years, more than 15,000 MiG-15s were manufactured in 
the Soviet Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the People’s Republic of China. 
 
* June 15, 1950.  Korean war started.  In the beginning the enemy consisted only 
of North Korean pilots flying earlier design Soviet aircraft and they were quickly 
outclassed. 
 
* Late July, 1950.  UN bombing of North Korea starts.  
 
* November 1, 1950. First MiG-15s (“Faggots”) appear in combat flown by 
secretly by Soviet pilots, mostly WWII veterans, with their planes bearing North 
Korean markings, and later Chinese markings.   The MiG-15 was originally 
designed as a bomber (read B-29) interceptor, so it carried a formidable armament 
of two 23-mm guns and one 37-mm gun firing exploding shells. 
 
* November 9,1950.  This was the first time MiGs attacked a B-29––and the tail 
gunner shot one of them down.  But the MiGs shot up the B-29 so badly it crashed 
upon landing. 
 
* Late October (?)/ November 25-26,1950.  China entered the Korea War. 
 
*  Late November , 1950,  B-29s forced to fly higher to avoid flak.  
 
*   Between November 1950 and December 1951, every MiG-15 combat sortie had 
a Soviet pilot. 
 
*  December 1950.  The U.S. sends Sabrejets to combat the MiGs.  
 
* March 1, 1951. Mao cabled Stalin asking for air support and Stalin agreed.  First 
upgrade to the MiG-15 arrived, the MiG-15bis.  It also was first flown by Soviet 
pilots, but later also by North Korean and Chinese pilots.   During the war both 
MiG-15s and MiG-15bises were used extensively.  In addition to the widely known 
MiG-15 force of the 64th Fighter Corps that was initially sent, there were also 
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significant anti-aircraft gun, searchlight and technical units dispatched to Korea as 
part of the same unit. 
 
*  May 1951.  The F-86 Sabre, sometimes called the Saberjet, appears in large 
numbers.  It wasn’t until then that the United States achieved complete air 
superiority.  
 
*  September, 1951.  From this point on the Chinese air force started to participate 
in the war.  
 
* October 23, 1951.  Many experts consider this the epic air battle of the Korean 
War and perhaps the greatest jet engagement in the history of aerial warfare.  Stars 
& Stripes newspaper reported that an estimated 150 MiG-15s attacked 9 B-29s 
protected by F-86 Saberjets and F-84 Thunderjets.  Three B-29s and one F-84 were 
lost.  Stars and Stripes said the USAF crews shot down 18 MiG-15s, five of them 
by B-29 gunners, but some have said this was an exaggeration. 
 
*  Summer 1953, the Chinese received the MiG-15bis. 
 
*  When Chinese, North Korean, and newly deployed Soviet pilots flew the MiG-
15, statistics support a 9-to-1 Sabre-favoring kill ratio. However, when claimed 
kills are restricted to a span encompassing 1951 combat, when Americans faced 
Soviet pilots who flew against the Luftwaffe during WWII, the kill ratio flattens 
out to a nearly dead-even 1.4 to 1, slightly favoring the Sabre. 
 
*  According to an interrogation report of a 1953 North Korean defector, about 900 
MiGs saw service during the conflict. About 100 were flown by North Koreans, 
400 by the Chinese and 400 by Soviet pilots.  
 
X  Overall 34 B-29s were shot down, and tail gunners shot down 16 MiGs for sure, 
and maybe as may as 17 more, and damaged another 11 on top of that. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

The first attack on a B-29 was on November 9, when a B-29 was jumped by 
MiG-15s while photographing Yalu River bridges.   B-29 tail-gunner Sgt. Harry 
Lavene, shot one down.  During that battle, however, two engines, both on the port 
side of Harry’s plane, were shot out.  The plane made it back to Japan, but on the 
final landing approach, the left wing stalled and hit the ground, causing the plane 
to crash and killing everyone in the forward compartment except Lavene. 
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 This was the first loss of a B-29 in Korean War combat and to a MiG-15, as 
well as the first MiG-15 kill by a B-29 gunner. 
 
 U.S. gunners reported that the MiGs were like blurs in the sky to them 
because of the high speed of the attacks.  The gunners had only a few seconds to 
fire, and if lucky, might score one or two hits, often not enough to bring down the 
tough MiG-15. 
 
 The worst day for the B-29 in North Korea was “Black Tuesday,” October 
23, 1951.  On that day, B-29s from the 307th Bomb Wing were to attack Namsi 
airfield, which was in the heart of MiG alley in a daylight bombing mission. 
 
 Many experts consider this the epic air battle of the Korean War and perhaps 
the greatest jet engagement in the history of aerial warfare. 
 
 Stars & Stripes newspaper reported that an estimated 150 MiG-15s attacked 
9 B-29s protected by F-86 Saberjets and F-84 Thunderjets.  Three B-29s and one 
F-84 were lost.  Stars and Stripes said the USAF crews shot down 18 MiG-15s, 
five of them by B-29 gunners, but some have said this was an exaggeration. 
 
 By October 28, the U.S. had lost several dozen B-29s to enemy fire so after 
that date for the rest of the war, daylight missions were suspended and the B-29s 
were restricted to nighttime bombing employing radar in an interdiction role.  
 
 In sum, even though the advent of the MiG-15 meant the U.S. needed to 
produce a less vulnerable bomber in the future, B-29s greatly assisted U.N. forces 
in reversing the communist attack on South Korea.  Lt. General Georgi A. Lobov, 
commander of the Soviet 64th Air Defense Corps, confirmed this when he said: 
 "We could not overcome the Americans in the air.  We had only fighters and 
AAA."   
 
 Over the course of the war, B-29s flew 20,000 sorties and dropped 180,000 
tons of bombs.  34 B-29s were lost in combat (16 to fighters, 4 to flak, and 14 to 
other causes).  B-29 gunners accounted for 34 communist fighters (16 of them 
MiG-15s), probably destroyed another 17 (all MiG-15s), and damaged 11 (all 
MiG-15s).  
 

B-29 Gunners 
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 Bomber gunnery had advanced substantially since Thomas Alvan Endecott 
(see WWII chapter) was a waist gunner on a B-24 in WWII.  First of all, the tail 
gunner on a B-29 had a lot more guns – two .50 caliber Brownings, plus a 20 mm 
cannon in between them on early model B-29s (the cannon was later removed). 
 
 Secondly, most of the guns in the B-29 were completely controlled by radar, 
the radar even indicating when to fire.  The tail gunner was different, though.  He 
had a radar warning indicating when an aircraft was approaching, but then he could 
manually manipulate his guns.   
 
 Unlike in the B-24, where the waist gunner stood in an open window 
battling the cold as well as the enemy, the tail gun position on the B-29, (as were 
all gun positions on the B-29) were pressurized.   Nevertheless, it could still get 
cold there if the plane’s heating system wasn’t working properly or the gunner’s 
flight suit shorted out, which often happened.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.koreanwar.org/html/units/usaf/98bw.htm 
2. http://www.strategic-air-command.com/wings/0098bw.htm 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_B-29_Superfortress 
4. http://home.comcast.net/~noseart/missspokane.jpg 
5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MiG_Alley 
6. U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Death File 
7. U.S. Army Enlistment Records 1938-1946 
8. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-

bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=EN&GSfn=n&GSpartial=1&GSbyrel=
all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=6&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=3807703
&df=all& 

 
*** 

PAUL FREDERICK ENDICOTT (June 12, 1931 – August 2, 2006) 
 Nicknamed “Short,” he was born near Arcadia, Indiana  the son of Carry 
Franklin Endicott and Ruth Duncan Endicott.  He was a 1949 graduate of Jackson 
Central High School and was a Corporal in the Army.   He worked at Delco Remy 
of Anderson for 49 years but he was also a lifelong farmer.  He is buried in the 
Arcadia Cemetery in Arcadia, Indiana.  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.zoominfo.com/#!search/profile/person?personId=1067764259      
 &targetid=profile  
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 2. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
*** 

 
PAUL J. ENDICOTT ( December 17, 1930 – January 1, 1982) 
 He was a Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class in the U.S. Navy.  He is buried in the 
riverside National Cemetery in Riverside, California. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 
REX LEE ENDICOTT (July 1, 1926 – August 1, 1999) 
 He was an ATR2 in the U.S. Navy.  He is buried in the South Point 
Cemetery in Orrick, Missouri. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

THEODORE RAYMOND ENDICOTT 
 Ted was an Infantry Parachute Rigger with the 101st Airborne Division from 
1952-1954 and subsequently lived in Tacoma, Washington.  
 
 A parachute rigger is trained to pack, maintain or repair parachutes.  A 
requirement is understanding fabrics, hardware, webbing, regulations, sewing, 
packing, and other aspects related to the building, packing, repair, and maintenance 
of parachutes. 
 
 When the Army formed its first paratrooper unit in 1940, a parachute test 
platoon of only 3 men, the paratroopers themselves prepared and took care of their 
own parachutes, thus serving as the precursors of the Army's parachute riggers. 
After 1950, though,  the Army assigned the Quartermaster Corps with the mission 
of aerial delivery, including parachute rigging.  A parachute rigger course was 
established at the U.S. Army Quartermaster School at Fort Lee, VA in 1951, and 
has continued ever since. 
 
 Source:  

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Korean.html 
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parachute_rigger#U.S._Military 
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*** 
USS ENDICOTT (DMS-35) 
  This was a US Navy High-speed Minesweeper DMS-35, converted from the 
destroyer DD-495 that had served in WWII (see above).  

In June, 1950, the world awoke to very bad news.  An army of 70,000 North 
Koreans had managed, undetected by UN intelligence, to assemble tanks and other 
armor behind the 38th parallel and had now burst into South Korea, carrying all 
before it.   In short order, the communists had pushed the U.N. forces into a 30-
mile wide pocket around the harbor of Pusan at the southern tip of Korea, called 
the “Pusan Perimeter”. 

That same month, the USS Endicott weighed anchor for the coast of Korea 
where she “screened” (i.e. protected) the carriers Badoeng Strait and Sicily.  
Steaming to Chinhae Wan in August, she gave direct fire support to the embattled 
U.N. troops about 30 miles west of the Pusan Perimeter.  

One of her sailors, a radioman by the name of Russell Durant Stephens 
(1921-2013), who came aboard the Endicott on May 5, 1949 and served on board 
for most of the war, has written a detailed Internet account of his experiences on 
the Endicott and he will now be our guide: 

During this time the North Koreans started to set up a gun emplacement 
about 3 or 4 miles away on top of one of the mountains.  Our Executive 
Officer, Lt. C. E. Briggs watched this operation for several days, and one 
day ….he waited until they were just about ready to start firing from that 
position, and then he changed the ready mount and ordered them to start 
firing.  It didn't take many rounds from that single 5" 38 caliber mount to 
blow the gun away, along with some of the soldiers.†  This was done three 
different times before they decided to stop.  While we were in Chinhae Bay, 
we were swinging at anchor, so we could have been an easy target. 

† I.e. the projectile was 5 inches in diameter; 38 caliber in this instance 
refers to the length of the gun’s barrel.  You multiply 5 x 38 = 190 inches or 
15.8 feet as the length of the barrel.  

 

The counteroffensive against the communists began in mid-September.  On 
15 September, the Endicott escorted a Korean LST in a feint attack against Chang 
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Sa Dong, on Korea’s east coast. When the LST broached, the Endicott stood guard 
until help arrived. 

Then, came General Douglas McArthur’s surprise amphibious landing on 
the western coast of Korea, at Inchon, the port city to Seoul on September 15-19, 
1950 .   The attack took the communists completely by surprise and led to the 
capture of Seoul on September 25.  This cut off the communists’ communication 
with their forces in South Korea, which forced thousands of them to surrender.  A 
U.N. army then marched up the west coast past the 38th parallel in an attempt to 
reunite all of Korea. 

 

Rescues the Ships Pirate and the Pledge 

On October 12 the Endicott rescued the crews of two U.S. minesweepers 
that were sunk by mines.  Present at the scene was Russell Stephens, who gives 
this eyewitness account:  

“…the PIRATE and the PLEDGE were leading the pack, with the 
ENDICOTT behind them.  When the PIRATE and the PLEDGE passed 
between Ko To Island on the south of the channel, and Rei To on the north 
of the channel, 14 horned or contact mines popped to the surface, like 
someone had released them all at once…Just as the two minesweepers cut 
the 14 mines, the PIRATE shuddered, a puff of black smoke came from her 
starboard side and I could hear a muffled explosion, and she began settling 
by the stern.   

The PLEDGE was slightly astern of the PIRATE at this time, and the shore 
batteries from the inner harbor began firing at the PIRATE and its crew 
began to abandon ship.  The PLEDGE pulled around the starboard side of 
the PIRATE and began firing what guns she had.  The ENDICOTT fired all 
that she was capable of with only three single gun 5" 38 caliber mounts.  

The shore batteries were silenced, but both the PIRATE and PLEDGE were 
on the bottom in a very short time.  The combined crews of the two sunken 
ships totaled about 130 officers and men.   

The ENDICOTT picked up as many of the survivors as was possible with 
their whale boats, and the rest were picked up by some of the smaller 
sweepers, and brought to the ENDICOTT.   
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There were quite a few broken arms, legs, and cut throats.  The throat 
injuries came because 7 th Fleet had just put out an order for all hands to be 
on deck except those absolutely necessary for the operation of the 
ship.  However, they did not give any instructions how the helmets were to 
be worn, and with the chin strap loosely fastened, the concussion blew the 
helmets up and cut the wearers’ throat.   

The survivors were supposed to be transferred to a cruiser, but the weather 
began to turn sour, so the ENDICOTT ended up taking the survivors to 
Pusan to the hospital ship CONSTELLATION, I believe. 

 

The Endicott Participates at Wonsan 

On October 25, 1950, McArthur launched another landing, this time on the 
east coast of Korea, at Wonsan, so that another army could make its way north 
along the eastern coast into North Korea.  A mountainous wilderness separated the 
two forces. 

The Endicott supported this second invasion, cruising along the east coast of 
Korea for the remainder of the year providing minesweeping assistance at Wonsan. 

 
Did the Endicott help sink a Soviet Sub?  

 
 What a great story that would be if only it were true:  WW III averted only 
because the U.S. government hushed up the story.   
 
  But it’s not true.  Some members of the U.S. Navy –– including some very 
high-ranking members –– undoubtedly believed it was true, but in retrospect it was 
just an honest mistake. 
 
 The myth is that on December 18-19, 1950, the Endicott and 3 other 
American destroyers depth charged and sank a Soviet submarine.  Had the world 
known about it at the time, the story goes, it could have complicated negotiations 
between the US and the USSR to end the Korean War, and it could have even 
sparked WWIII.   Instead, it was hushed up for almost half a century. Or so the 
story goes. 
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 The following is the story.  According to a 1998 book called “Blind Man’s 
Bluff - The Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage" by journalists Sherry 
Sontag and Christopher Drew, “The United States was so concerned that the Soviet 
Navy would try to help the North Koreans that surface ships were under orders to 
protect U.S. warships by depth charging any possible hostile submarines, and in 
this case, one force depth charged a suspected Soviet sub and then saw no signs 
that it had survived." 
 
 These are the further details, based on documents that once were secret but 
now declassified.   
 
 The main U.S. ship involved in the incident was the destroyer USS McKean 
DD-784, call name Rancher, also known as “Mighty Mac.” The USS Endicott and 
two other destroyers, the USS Frank Knox DD-742 and the USS Taussig DD-746 
played support roles. 
 
 Then there is a January 5, 1951 after-action report by the commander of the 
USS McKean, J.C. Weatherwax, marked “Top Secret” but later “Declassified” that 
says more. 
 
 On December 18, 1950, the McKean detected the presence of a “possible 
submarine” on its sonar system “moving at 7 knots,” while a U.S. aircraft overhead 
reported a “possible silhouette in the general location of the sonar contact.” This 
information was reported to the mission commander of the USS Knox, who 
ordered the McKean to attack.  The aircraft reported that the silhouette disappeared 
and was never seen again. The aircraft also reported sighting air bubbles near the 
location of the attack and an oil slick, which grew larger as time passed.  The oil 
slick was also seen by the McKean.   
 
 Then, after about 25 minutes, according to sonar, the object started moving 
again, this time at 3 knots.  Both Knox and McKean depth charged again.  After 
McKean made its fourth attack, the overhead aircraft reported a possible torpedo 
wake and both McKean and Knox took evasive action.  
 
 After evasion, McKean made a fifth attack and both McKean and Knox 
temporarily lost contact with the object “due to the effectiveness of jamming by 
sonar countermeasures.” But after five minutes contact was reestablished.  
 
 Having fired a total of 54 depth charges, on the evening of December 18, 
McKean was ordered to return to Sasebo, Japan to get more depth charges and the 
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USS Endicott and USS Taussig were ordered to take over the depth charging, 
which they did. 
 
 After picking up 94 more depth charges, the McKean returned to the scene 
of the action, relieved the other destroyers, and on December 19 made five more 
depth charge runs dropping 33 more depth charges, making a total of 87 depth 
charges McKean had dropped in 24 hours.   At this point McKean detected no 
more movement on the part of the submarine.  
 
 On December 20, the salvage ship USS Greenlet, arrived at the site and sent 
down a hardhat diver.  The War Diary of the Greenlet says “1525 Succeeded in 
putting diver on the bottom in 312 feet of water in helium rig.”  
 

Not mentioned in the report is what is said by other sources to have 
happened: the diver came up with a pair of new binoculars, which were thought to 
be Soviet made.  In addition, it was said that during the depth charging the Soviets 
had deployed a decoy that made all the sounds of a submarine.  This information 
was allegedly so top secret that the Greenlet was ordered to return immediately to 
Sasebo with it.  And it is true that the Greenlet report does talk about “confidential 
dispatches” ordering it to ‘Proceed to Yokosuka first light.”  
 
 In evaluating the whole situation in a December 19 Top Secret (but later 
declassified) report called “Evaluation of submarine contact of USS McKean 
which was held and developed by USS Frank Knox, USS Endicott, and USS 
Taussig,” Rear Admiral Kenmore Mathew McManes, Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations for Administration, determined “this contact is evaluated as a probable 
submarine.”  
 
 To round out the story, later, a cover story was allegedly concocted that the 
sunken ship was actually the Iona Maru, a Japanese freighter that had capsized on 
December 10 and allegedly crew members of the McKean were sworn to secrecy 
never to mention the incident again, which is why remained a secret for 47 years.    
 
 Altogether a great story, except for the following problems: 
 
 *   According to Robert C. Smith, Archivist at the U.S. Navy Memorial who 
researched the matter, there has been no subsequent corroboration of this story, 
neither in U.S. Navy records, nor in Soviet records (which were opened after the 
break-up of the Soviet Union).  Indeed, there is no record of a Soviet sub having 
even been in the area at the time. 
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 *  There is still no report of a sunken Soviet sub on the ocean bottom in that 
location.   
 
 In view of this, it now seems most likely that yes, U.S. Naval personnel from 
sonar operators to a Rear Admiral actually believed that they had sunk a sub.  But 
they were wrong, and it was probably due a) overreacting in a tense environment; 
and b) sonar at the time was imprecise and it could have been something like a 
whale that was detected.  Indeed, as recently as the Falklands war in 1982, when 
sonar was a lot better than in 1950, the British anti-submarine frigate HMS 
Brilliant mistook three whales for enemy ships and torpedoed two of them while a 
helicopter attacked the third.  
 

 

 

 

The Endicott Battles the Chinese 

On November 25,1950 an entirely new phase of the war began when 
200,000 Chinese communist troops entered the war, split the two U.S. armies 
working their way north, and attacked them.  There then ensued a great fighting 
retreat against vastly superior forces through mountain passes and valleys, in bitter 
cold winter weather and deep snow.  Part of this retreat, that of the 1st Marine 
Division from the Chosin Reservoir, under then-colonel Chesty Puller, is an epic in 
military annals. The Marines reached the port of Hungnam and were then 
transferred by the U.S. Navy to Pusan in the latter half of December.   

The Endicott was part of the support force protecting these men with naval 
gunfire and then helping to evacuate them to Pusan.  While the communists had 
Soviet planes and pilots, they had no naval power, and frequent bombardments by 
the American and British navies prevented the annihilation of these troops. 

Russell Stephens described it this way: 

On Christmas day 1950, the transports departed en masse from Hungnam, 
carrying 60,000 troops out of the jaws of the enemy's trap.  They stood out 
through mine-free waters that had been swept by the ENDICOTT.  Fire 
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Support ships remained to pound the advancing enemy.  Then, they too 
departed.  An interesting sidelight to the actual evacuation at Hungnam was 
that we could see the Red Chinese walking along the top of the ridge to the 
west and north of Hungnam.  They didn't appear to be trying to shoot, but 
just walking a guard post.  As the last of the departing fleet were leaving the 
area, Underwater Demolition Teams 1 and 3, now called the Seals, had set 
charges along the waterfront.  When they set off the charges, the whole dock 
area seemed to lift up in the air about 10 to 12 feet, and then just 
disintegrated into a cloud of dust. 

The Prosae Incident 

In January 1951 the Endicott rescued the crew of the grounded Siamese 
frigate Prosae and stood guard until the latter had to be destroyed.  It was a pretty 
scary experience, as Stephens describes it: 

In heavy seas and blinding snows of January 1951, the Siamese frigate 
PROSAE went aground on an enemy-held beach.  The ENDICOTT arrived 
first on the scene and maneuvered through churning combers up to the 
breakers off the coast.  The ENDICOTT lowered a whale boat.  It proceeded 
to the scene and rescued the men from the water ...  The ENDICOTT’s guns 
stood ready for enemy attack.  

The ENDICOTT sent a cable over to the PROSAE in a desperate attempt to 
pull her off the bottom, but try as we might, we just couldn't move her.   

A helicopter was sent over from a cruiser who lay off shore, and picked up 
the Mine Squadron Commander and took him over to the  PROSAE.  As the 
helicopter was hovering over the flying bridge, I saw Commodore Gallagher 
stepping out of the chopper, and almost at the same time, the chopper 
crashed into the flying bridge.  The 20 MM ammunition ready boxes that 
were up there began to explode and crewmen started to jump over the side 
into the frigid waters.   

We sent our whale boat back out with the squadron doctor and our Chief 
Hospital Corpsman and they picked up as many as they could out of the 
water and deposited them on the beach, where the medics took care of them 
as best as they could.   

The snow on the beach was about 8 feet deep, and the enemy had trenches 
dug out so they could move around in them and we couldn't see them.  Seas 
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finally broached the PROSAE, and she started to break apart.  The crew was 
evacuated and she was destroyed. 

 

Back to Wonsan 

Early in February 1951, the Endicott led a minesweeping force in 
bombarding the port of Wonsan and sweeping to the northward.   However, mid-
February 1951 found the Endicott back in Wonsan harbor to support some small 
mine sweepers for the shallow waters of the outer bay at Wonsan.  Stephens 
describes it this way: 

It was bitterly cold, around minus-20 degrees, and a north wind of about 15 
to 25 knots.  An open 40-foot motor launch does not give you much 
protection from the elements.  The beach was covered under several feet of 
snow, and the only heat we had was the exhaust stack from the gray marine 
diesel engine.   

We, all 8 of us in the rescue boat, had on long johns, sweaters, foul weather 
overalls, and jackets, three buckle arctic boots over shoes, and wool 
socks.  We also had caps with ear flaps, wool gloves with leather mittens, 
and still within 30 to 45 minutes, we were losing feeling in our hands and 
feet.  Luckily all eight of us came out of the three-day ordeal without losing 
any parts to frost bite.  Shortly after this, we got orders to return to the states 
and went home with great joy.  My 3 year enlistment was supposed to be 
over the last of June 1951, but President Truman gave all of us a 1 year 
extension on our enlistments. 

 

Second Korean Tour 

After an overhaul in San Diego, the Endicott began her second tour in 
Korean waters. She reported to Commander Naval Forces in October and returned 
to shore bombardment and patrol duty.  

On February 4, 1952, while furnishing gunfire support for a minesweeper in 
the inner harbor of the North Korean port city of Songjin (now Kimch’aek), the 
Endicott received fire from enemy shore batteries, went to battle stations, and was 
hit twice.   
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One hit was by a 37 mm round.  It hit the bottom of an engine room vent, 
just missing two men standing in the hatch of the electrician’s shop.  She then took 
20 straddling rounds, but none of them did any damage to either ship or crew.   But 
while there were no casualties, the damage required her to withdraw temporarily 
from the war to make repairs.  She thus became one of 87 US ships damaged 
during the war, not including 5 that were sunk, all by hitting mines. 

Catching the Train at jin 

On February 9, during one of her nightly runs up the east coast to the North 
Korean city of Chongjin, the Endicott had a set-to with the “Pusan Limited.” 
According to Stephens: 

This train seemed to run every night, so we waited for a while until we could 
tell it was coming, and it was during the dark of the moon.  When it got into 
our range, almost point blank, we opened fire with our 3 single 5" 38 caliber 
mounts and proceeded to blow up the train.  It appeared to have been 
carrying  ammo and/or explosives.  Quite a fireworks display. 

 

Repelling the Yango-do Island Attack 

On February 19, the Endicott provided gunfire support to repel a communist 
raid on Yang-do Island.  As Stephens describes it: 

The raiding party came over to the island in a varied group of boats, and 
since the mainland was only about 2 ½ miles inland, it seemed like an easy 
raid to them.  The North Korean Major who led the raiding party had been 
raised on the island, so he was familiar with everything… The ENDICOTT 
along with the British Frigate HMS TAUPO furnished gunfire 
support…When the raiding party tried to return to the mainland, 
ENDICOTT and TAUPO finished mopping up on the returning raiders.  The 
raiding party lost at least 100 men on the island, and about 100 more in the 
channel, while the ROK marines lost only 7 men.  The communists never 
again tried to attack the island.  The ENDICOTT received a scroll of 
appreciation from Vice Admiral Suag, the Korean Chief of Naval 
Operations. 

 On February 23, the Endicott engaged in counter-battery fire with a gun 
position on the mainland opposite Yang-do island. 
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 On March 1, she engaged enemy batteries east of Chuurunjang and silenced 
the guns.  

A Near Escape at Chongjin 

On March 7, 1952, the Endicott was involved in a minesweeping operation 
that proved to be very hazardous to her health. Stephens says:  

When we got up to Chongjin, we could see 3 of the very large glass fishing 
floats, about 3 feet in diameter.  The captain pulled up and sent the 40 mm 
gun crew to their stations with orders to blow the floats out of the water.   

Just about the time that the 40 mm fired the first round, the floats appeared 
to be spaced out in a straight line from the shore.  The shore batteries opened 
up and hit the first buoy closest to the shore, the second hit the middle buoy, 
and the third round hit the last buoy, and while this was taking place, 
Captain Barnard was screaming for flank speed and started a zig-zag run out 
to the open sea.   

By the time we got out to about 10,000 to 12,000 yards, we had been 
straddled by about 25 more rounds.  We then turned and started a firing run 
straight toward the beach, zig-zagging as we went in, and didn't get hit by 
any of their rounds until we turned and started out to the open sea.   

But then, Stephens says, the ENDICOTT did get hit: 

Then we took a hit in the after peak tank on the starboard corner of the 
stern.  From the size of the hole, it had to be from at least a 120 mm 
gun…Our luck still held, and no person was injured.  The phone talker on 
the fantail was almost right over where the shell hit, and it split the 
waterline.  The hole was about 2 feet wide by 3 feet long.   

When we got hit, the USS CHANDLER DD717 came in to foul the enemy 
range, and from the seaward side, it looked like the beach side of the 
CHANDLER was nothing but guns and all firing at the same time.  We 
couldn't see the beach through all the smoke and fire.  

We retired out to sea to lick our wounds and assess and patch up the 
damage.  They shifted all the liquid ballast to the port bow as much as they 
could.  Then they took a deck plate out of the engine room, put a stage over 



 803 

the side and BM3 Ullman and a Damage controlman went on to the stage to 
weld the plate over the hole.   

The seas were beginning to roll the ship up and down, and they would be in 
water up to their knees one minute, and then the water would be up to their 
armpits.  The man welding would weld a little bit, and then he would stick 
his elbow out toward the ship, and a spark would jump to the ship.   

Captain Barnard received the Bronze Star, and I believe that the Bosun and 
damage controlman also received the Bronze Star for their part in this 
operation.  

 On April 7, the Endicott was fired on a Chongjin while moored.   More than 
75 splashes were observed during the firing but no hits.  After the guns were 
silenced by the Endicott and the USS Chandler, the minesweeping operation was 
completed.  

 On April 19, the Endicott was hit by enemy fire in the Songjin-Chongjin 
area, but there were no casualties. 

 On April 24, the Endicott captured two sampans and killed the crew of two 
others near Yang-do island.  

Stephens Leaves the Endicott 

 Following this minesweeping operation, the Endicott  returned to Sasebo for 
repairs, and went into drydock for about a week.  Stephens was scheduled to be 
discharged on June 28, 1952, and that would give him 3 years on his regular 
enlistment, plus an additional year from the presidential extension: 

I left the ENDICOTT on 24 May 1952, up on the line off Songjin, aboard 
the USS KATMAI, an ammunition ship bound for Sasebo.  There were 
about three pullman cars full of people returning to the states for 
discharge.  I had been on the ENDICOTT for 3 years and 19 days.  I ended 
up getting discharged exactly 4 years from the time that I had enlisted.  

 After Stephens left, however, the Endicott continued operations off the east 
coast of Korea.   

 On May 26, the Endicott, on Yong-do defense patrol, raided fishing 
activities and captured four sampans and some prisoners. 
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 On May 31, the Endicott and two US destroyers received fire while 
patrolling east of Chuurunjang but there was no damage.  

 On June 10, the Endicott and the destroyer USS Thomason silenced enemy 
batteries on the eastern peninsula of Songjin harbor after the batteries fired on the 
USS Evansville.  

End of the Endicott 

The Endicott spent the last 4 months of 1952 in overhaul at Long Beach, 
California, but early in 1953 she again sailed for the Far East to patrol and provide 
gun support for minesweepers operating in the Korean area.   In August, 1953 she 
received repairs at Long Beach and thereafter conducted individual and fleet 
exercises in local waters.   

On August 17, 1954 she was decommissioned and placed in reserve at San 
Diego.  This was the fate of all Gleaves class destroyers that had been converted 
into minesweepers.  The Navy had found them inefficient as minesweepers 
because of the large crews they required compared to the smaller ones of purpose-
built minesweepers. 

 On July 15, 1955, the Endicott was reclassified back to a destroyer, DD-
495.  Fifteen years later, she was sold for scrap on October 6, 1970, to the National 
Metal and Steel Company then of Terminal Island, California, for $81,729.19. 

Sources: 

 1.  Korean War Almanac, Paul M. Edwards, Facts on File, Inc., 2006 

*** 
 

VERGIL R. ENDICOTT 
 He enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1951. 
  

Sources: 
  1. Ancestry.com U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls 1798-1958 

*** 
 
WAYNE M. ENDICOTT (November 2, 1931 – April 4, 2003) 
 He was a Private First Class in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Maple 
Grove Cemetery in Willard, Ohio. 
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 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
*** 

 
VARIANT SPELLINGS 
 
DONALD E. ENDACOTT (September 18, 1933 – April 26, 2010) 
 He was born in Detroit, Michigan, the son of Paul and Lucille Endacott and 
served stateside in the U.S. Marine Corps.  He graduated from the Harvard Law 
School and was a Lancaster County, Pennsylvania District Court Judge.  His father 
was Paul Sydney Endacott (July 3, 1902 – January 8, 1997), noted University of 
Kansas basketball star and later president of the Phillips Petroleum company. 
 
 A 1981 letter from Paul Endacott states “Our branch of the family from 1585 
lived continuously at Gidley Mill Farm a couple of miles west of Chagford, which 
is regarded as more or less the center of the area where Endacotts of long ago 
resided.”   This is interesting because it is another example of an Endacott family 
different from Governor John Endecott’s and from which descendants emigrated to 
America who are not direct descendants of John Endecott.  While it is supposed 
that this branch is related to John Endecott further back in time, the connection has 
not yet been documented.  
 

Sources: 
1.http://journalstar.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/endacott-
the-honorable-donald-e/article_cf69da35-8c56-5c11-a0d0-
947e48d02e0f.html 
2.  Paul Endacott letter sent to author by Helen Bristol on July 10, 
2013.  

*** 
 
FOSTER EARNEST “BUD” ENDACOTT (September 22, 1928 - ) 
 He fought in the U.S. Army in Korea. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Email letter from Helen Bristol August 13, 2014 
*** 

 
 
PHILLIP L. ENDACOTT (September 24, 1934  - July 10, 2014) 
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 He served in the Army during the Korean War as a Specialist 3.  He was the 
son of James A. Endacott and Irene (Erikson) Endacott.  He received his BS degree 
in Business in 1960 from the University of Kansas and worked for the University 
of Kansas in the Physical Plant Department for 14 years until he retired in 1994. 
 
 Sources:  

1. http://www.warrenmcelwain.com/obituary/phil-endacott 
 

*** 

DONALD A. ENDECOTT 
 He was a Private 1st Class with the U.S. Army’s 187th Airborne Infantry 
Regimental Combat Team from 1952-1956.  The 187th first started fighting in 
Korea in 1950, well before Donald joined it.  In June 1951, it redeployed to Japan 
where it became a strategic reserve but returned to Korea on May 24,1952 to assist 
in the suppression of a prisoner rebellion at the Koje-do POW camp, which was 
completed on June 10.  
 
 The Koje-do POW camp was on an island where over 170,000 both 
communist and non-communist prisoners were held between December 1950 and 
June 1952.  
 
 One of the bones of contention which delayed signing  the Korean War 
armistice was how to deal with POWs who did not wish to be repatriated.  Many of 
those on Koje-do did not wish to be repatriated to North Korea, which was a 
serious embarrassment for the North Koreans and Chinese.  
 
 To prevent this embarrassment, throughout 1951 and early 1952, upper-level 
communist agents infiltrated and took over much of Koje by uniting fellow 
communists, forcing dissenters to support them through staged trials and 
executions, and by making up allegations of abuse to the international community 
to give leverage to the communist team negotiating the armistice.  
 
  In May 1952, Chinese and North Korean prisoners at Koje Island rioted, 
took Brigadier General Francis T. Dodd captive and put him on trial.  After 
winning as many concessions as they could, the communists finally released 
General Dodd, unhurt in body. 
 
  After helping to end the prisoner rebellion, the 187th once more returned to 
Japan on October 18, 1952 but made a final return to Korea on June 22, 1953. The 



 807 

unit returned the United States in July 1955 and the following year, became part of 
the newly reactivated 101st Airborne Division, at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Korean.html 
*** 

 
 
ROBERT  CLINTON ENDECOTT 
 He was a Sergeant with the U.S. Army’s 1st Cavalry Division from 1950-
1953. 
 
 Sources: 

1. www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Korean.html 
*** 

 
OTHER ENDICOTTS IN THE KOREAN WAR 
 
JOHN ENDECOTT ARKLEY (August 19, 1928 – ca. February, 1978) 
 He was born in Burlington, Vermont.  He was drafted into the U. S. Army 
and served for two years,  about 1952-1954.  His last station is believed to have 
been in Colorado.  He left service as a 1st Lt and became a lawyer in California and 
he died in Ventura, California. 
 
 He is the brother of Robert James Arkley (see below), both of whom are 
11th generation descendents of Governor John Endecott.  His descent from 
Governor John Endecott via Grace Endecott, daughter of Zerubbabel Endecott and 
Benjamin Killam was as follows: Benjamin Killam and Sarah Foster had a son 
named Moses Killam.  He married Tyrrhena Whitney.  They had a son named 
Joseph Whitney Killam.  He married Alice Killam (his first cousin) and they had a 
son named Albert Killam.  Albert married Mary Jane Peters and they had a 
daughter named Marion Endecott Killam.  Marion married Floyd James Arkley 
and they had two sons, John Endecott Arkley and Robert James Arkley.  Robert 
married Margery Shonio and they had a son named Stephen Rockingham Arkley 
(see below). 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  Emails from Martha Pike on September 5 and 18, 2012.  

 
*** 
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JOHN ENDICOTT VALENTINI (February 26, 1930 - August 30, 2018)   
 He was born in Washington, D.C., the grandson of Admiral Mordecai 
Endicott (see above), his mother, Mary Endicott, being Mordecai’s 7th or 8th 
daughter (they were twins), and his father being Evelyn Valentini.  Thus, his 
descent from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 
 

• Governor John  
• Zerubbabel 
• Joseph 
• John 
• Benjamin 
• William 
• Thomas 
• Mordecai 
• Mary  
• John 

 
After graduating from Sidwell Friends High School in Washington, D.C. , he 

was a student at Kenyon College, in Gambier, Ohio, from the fall of 1950 to the 
spring of 1952. 

 
Then he entered the U.S. Navy in May, 1952 and was assigned service 

number 441054.  In November 1953, he received both his commission as an ensign 
in the Navy and his designation as a Naval Aviator at a ceremony in at the 
Pensacola Naval Air Station in Florida.  While there, he trained on the aircraft 
carrier USS Monterey, a 622-feet long WWII carrier used for training purposes 
after the war.  

 
During his time in the Navy, he often wrote his mother in Washington D.C. 

about what was happening.  These letters afford a glimpse into what a Navy pilot’s 
life was like at the time.  Letters from his early years in the Navy included reports 
about: 

 
• 5 weeks training in Corpus Christi, Texas as an “advanced cadet” 
• 9 weeks in Kingsville, Texas for training in the F6F propeller fighter 

(called the “Hellcat” in WWII but the “Housecat” by now in the age of 
jet planes), where he claims he was “almost killed” by a painful tetanus 
shot. 
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• 5 weeks training in the F9F jet fighter (the “Panther “) 
• Then out to the fleet.  He requested to be assigned to the East Coast so he 

could have a good chance to be sent to the Mediterranean. But this didn’t 
happen and he said in a letter to his mother, “I’m so damn mad I can’t 
see.  Only three guys got what they didn’t want and I was one!” 

 
 

 
John Endicott Valentini 

 
In March 1954, he wrote that he was in California and had “survived” a 

week of “survival school,” in which “I swam through burning oil, was thrown in 
the bay (c-o-l-d  B-A-Y!) and was rescued by helicopter, ate all sorts of nasty little 
animals just to prove to myself that they were “good” (starfish, sand fleas, clams, 
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muscles, minnows –– all raw)…I was told not to eat polar bear livers––they’re 
poisonous.”  

 
Starting in August, 1954, John spent time getting carrier qualified  on the 

“800 and some feet” long aircraft carrier USS Kearsarge (“queer barge” he called 
it) and said “needless to say, it is somewhat larger than my old friend the USS 
Monterey of happy Pensacola days!”  

 
By November 1954, he was writing from Manila in the Philippines, saying 

“Manila is sort of a dirty town –– prices are beyond belief and as a whole it is 
rather unsatisfactory as a liberty town.”  At the end of the same letter, he wrote, 
“You did read the Caine Mutiny, didn’t you?  There are more Captain Queegs in 
the Navy than most people would ever believe.” (Queeg was an unstable Navy ship 
captain.)  

 
 In 1955, while also in the western Pacific ocean, he went for “escape and 

evasion” training in Japan and while there he wrote that “the people of Hiroshima 
are not bitter for some reason” presumably meaning they were not bitter because 
the U.S. had dropped the atom bomb on them 10 years earlier.  

 
In an April 12, 1955 letter John made an interesting description of how the 

U.S. Navy was deployed: 
 
*  There were at that time 5 Fleets in the Navy, numbered 1,2,6,7, and 9.  
*  The even-numbered ones, 2 and 6, were on the east coast and the odd-

numbered ones were on the west coast. 
 
* The 1st Fleet was stationed at San Diego and the 7th and 9th Fleets in the 

western Pacific.   
 
* Fleets were composed of Task Forces that were assigned a specific job. 

(Task Force 77, which John was a part of, was the 7th Task Force in the 7th fleet.)  
 
*  Task Forces were subdivided into Task Groups, with each one being 

assigned a specific job.  The Kearsarge was in Task Group 77.2. 
  
By August 1955, John had left the Kearsarge and was a propeller plane 

instructor based in Memphis, Tennessee. 
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John left the Navy in August 1956, having served as a carrier-based aviator 
and flight instructor.  
 

He then went back to college, this time at Memphis State University in 1956 
from which he graduated in 1958, obtaining a BS degree, with majors in Biology 
and Chemistry.  From 1958-1959 he was a student at the University of Tennessee, 
and then later, in the fall of 1963-1964 he was student at the George Washington 
University in Washington DC, but did not obtain any further degrees.  

 
In the 1960s and 1970s he had numerous positions in industry and 

government, generally in research and technical areas.  He was married twice, and 
had a son, John T.P. Valentini, but his son pre-deceased him. 

 
John was an avid sportsman, fisherman, and hunter and was an active 

member of the Arlington-Fairfax, Virginia chapter of the Isaac Walton League. 
 
After retirement he lived at the Buckingham’s Choice nursing home in 

Maryland, where he died of natural causes at age 88.  
 

Sources: 
 

1. Obituary in The Washington Post October 21, 2018. 
2. Personal correspondence with niece, Nicky Valentini January 14, 2020 

 
*** 

 
VIETNAM WAR È 

 
 The Vietnam war ran from November 1, 1955 to the fall of Saigon on April 
30, 1975, but major U.S. involvement occurred during only 11 years of that time, 
1962-1973.   Belligerents were South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) supported by 
the United States and several allies (Australia, South Korea and New Zealand) on 
the one side, and the NVA (The Vietnamese People’s Army or North Vietnam) 
supported by communist allies and the Viet Cong (indigenous guerillas), on the 
other side. 
 
 The war started in 1955 when the South Vietnamese regime clamped down 
on communists and other subversives, killing an estimated 12,000 by 1957, and 
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jailing an additional 58,000 political prisoners by 1958, all with U.S. financial 
support. 
 
 A small number of U.S. military advisors arrived in Vietnam as early as 
1950.   U.S. involvement escalated under President Kennedy through from just 
under a thousand military advisors in 1959 to 16,000 in 1963, when clashes 
involving the U.S. started. By 1963, the North Vietnamese had sent 
40,000 soldiers to fight in South Vietnam, heavily backed by the USSR and the 
People's Republic of China. 

 
In 1962, the United States Military Assistance Group, Vietnam (US MACV) 

was established and remained as the principal Joint Service Headquarters in 
Vietnam until the Paris Peace Accords in early 1973, at which time the command 
was deactivated as all remaining U.S. troops withdrew.  
 
 Major U.S. combat units were not deployed to Vietnam until March 1965, 
when 3,500 U.S. Marines landed in South Vietnam.   U.S. involvement peaked in 
1968 at the time of the first Tet Offensive.  After this, U.S. ground forces were 
withdrawn as part of a policy called Vietnamization, and withdrawal was 
completed by March 29, 1973.  However, despite the Paris Peace Accords, signed 
by all parties in January 1973, fighting continued until 1975 when North Vietnam 
succeeded in overrunning all of South Vietnam, capturing Saigon on April 30, 
1975, and reuniting the country under communist rule. 
 
 So what are the “official” years of U.S. involvement?  This is difficult to say 
because the U.S. never officially declared war in Vietnam.   We can look at the 
dates on the Vietnam Campaign Medal, a medal given by South Vietnam to the 
any allied forces supporting it, including the U.S., and it has a clasp indicating the 
start of the war as 1960.   (Generally, you had to do 6 months of service in the war 
zone to get this medal.)  
 
 Or we can look at the Vietnam Service Medal, a U.S. decoration that is 
authorized for all service members of the Armed Forces of the United States who, 
between July 4, 1965 and March 28, 1973, served in Vietnam and the contiguous 
waters, and airspace, in Thailand, Laos or Cambodia or airspace in direct support 
of military operations in Vietnam. (You could get this medal for as little as one day 
in Vietnam in some cases.)  
  
         Taking all of this into consideration, though, 1962-1973 seems to be the most 
reasonable time frame for U.S. involvement in the war. 
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 At the time, it was America’s longest war and it was a defeat.  Over 2.7 
million Americans served in Vietnam and 58,000 died.  On top of that, 304,704 
were wounded, including 10,000 amputees.  South Vietnam suffered 223,378 
deaths and 1.2 million wounded.  By comparison, the NVA and Viet Cong suffered 
1.2 million deaths and 600,000 wounded.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
SIDEBAR – Some Vietnam war guestimates for U.S. personnel (as of 2019) 

*  9,087,000 military personnel served on active duty during the Vietnam Era 
(August 5, 1964 - May 7, 1975).  

*  8,744,000 of them were active duty during the main war years (1965-1973).  

*  Of the 2,709,918 Americans who served on land in Vietnam (31% of active duty 
personnel), less than 850,000 (only 31%) were estimated to be alive in 2007.  It’s 
only 22% today. 

*  2,709,918 represents 9.7% of their generation.  

*  Of the 2,709,918, between 1-1.6 million (37-59%) either fought in combat, 
provided close support or were at least fairly regularly exposed to enemy attack. 

*  58,202 deaths (23% were non hostile deaths).  That’s 5.8%-3.8% of those 
serving in combat.  

*  303,704 were wounded, 153, 329 hospitalized. That’s 30%-19% of those serving 
in combat were wounded, 15%-9.5% seriously enough to be hospitalized. 

*  24% (648,500) of total U.S. forces in Vietnam were draftees. (66% of U.S. 
armed forces in WWII were draftees) 

*  Draftees accounted for 30.4% (17,725) of combat deaths in Vietnam.  (So, if you 
were a draftee, your death rate was 27% more than if you were a volunteer.) 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 The highest U.S. casualties were sustained by the 1st Air Cavalry Division, 
which over seven years suffered 5,464 KIA in that one unit alone.  Compare that to 
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the total of 4,439 KIA that occurred from 2003-2011 in all the U.S. units deployed 
to Iraq and you get a sense of the intensity of combat that took place in Vietnam.  

Intense Controversy 
 
 There has been much controversy over America’s involvement in the 
Vietnam War, largely because it was a lost war, and because it split Americans 
more than anything since the U.S. Civil War.  The prevailing thought today is that 
it was a big mistake to believe in the “Domino Theory” by which the fall of 
Vietnam would inevitably mean the fall of countries such as Laos, Cambodia, 
Thailand and Singapore.  This argument says the war cost the U.S. so much in 
blood, treasure, and loss of national morale over atrocities such as My Lai, only to 
end in defeat, that it wasn’t worth it.  
 
 The less-widely held counter argument, probably best articulated in Michael 
Lind’s 1999 book “Vietnam the Necessary War” is intriguing, though.  It is that 
Vietnam was but one battle in the Cold War, the proxy war between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union, and which consisted of other major campaigns in Korea and 
Afghanistan and numerous smaller ones in places such as Greece, Turkey, Italy, 
Iran, Guatemala, Indonesia, Congo, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Space Race, 
Dominican Republic, Chile, and Angola.   
 
 By engaging in all these campaigns, this argument goes, the U.S. essentially 
fought WWIII against murderous communist tyrannies that together slaughtered 
and starved more of their own subjects than any regime in history.  By  
demonstrating resolve to the Soviet Union and China, the argument goes, the U.S. 
prevented communist insurgents from taking over more countries than they would 
have and bankrupted the Soviet Union, all of which contributed to its collapse and 
the demise of communism around the world.  
 
 Just where one comes down between these two poles depends on whether 
one believes there was a unified communist conspiracy to take over the world (it 
may have begun as that but certainly by the time of the Sino-Soviet split in 1956 it 
was not monolithic, which eventually led to a US rapprochement with China) as 
opposed to a series of nationalist insurgencies in various poor countries against 
corrupt regimes and colonial powers (admittedly a strong factor).   
 
 It also depends on whether one believes that the U.S. military’s methods of 
using attrition to fight a guerilla war were best suited to winning it while at the 
same time maintaining U.S. civilian tolerance for the war even though the U.S. was 
sustaining a lot of casualties.  
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 Furthermore, the argument the U.S. military should have had no restraints 
placed on it including the ability to invade North Vietnam has to reckon with fact 
that documents after the war revealed that China had secretly assured North 
Vietnam it would help repel any invasion of the North, just as it had done in the 
Korean War. 
 
 The bottom line seems to be there are limits to what Americans can do 
successfully in other countries and there are dangers of “imperial overstretch” in 
terms of costs that could ultimately lead to American demise, such as has happened 
to many other world powers in the past, for example, Spain, France, and Britain, 
not to mention the Soviet Union. 
 
 But even in retrospect, it seems inevitable that the U.S. would become 
involved in Vietnam, at least for a while.  The notion that Vietnam was an easily 
avoidable mistake seems wrong.  The geopolitical forces were just too great.  In 
the Cold War hysteria that prevailed at the time, after the Democrats “lost China” 
to communist take-over in 1949 and could not afford to appear “soft on 
communism” again, after the Korean War, which was an obvious communist 
attempt to take over the country, could the U.S. just walk away from an attempt to 
defend Vietnam against a communist take-over and not lose major credibility 
among its allies?  It would have taken highly imaginative and inventive U.S. 
administrations to do that and get away with it politically at home and abroad.  
Instead 5 successive U.S. presidents escalated in Vietnam.   
 
 And yet, time has proven that losing in Vietnam did not threaten U.S. 
security.   And Communism has collapsed around the world even though the 
Communist North Vietnamese won in Vietnam.  Russia, China and Vietnam have 
now become very capitalistic! 
 
 So, the take-away seems to be this: at what point do you assess that future 
involvement in something like Vietnam is not going to be worth it and pull the 
plug? In his book  “Choosing War,” Frederik Logevall argues that in Vietnam that 
point came in 1965 when President Johnson decided to vastly escalate the war by 
agreeing to the sustained bombing of North Vietnam and the landing of two U.S. 
Marine combat battalions in South Vietnam.  Logevall argues that instead, Johnson 
should have sought a negotiated settlement to what up to that point had been a 
lower intensity guerilla conflict.  
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 To further this thesis, George Kennan, the author of the original containment 
strategy for the Soviet Union, testifying before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee in early 1966, asserted that, "Vietnam is not a region of major military, 
industrial importance. It is difficult to believe that any decisive developments of 
the world situation would be determined ... by what happens on that territory.... 
even a situation in which South Vietnam was controlled exclusively by the Viet 
Cong ... would not, in my opinion, present dangers great enough to justify our 
military intervention." 

 Another takeaway seems to be we didn’t reckon on the superior will power 
of the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong in terms of the unprecedented price in 
lives that North Vietnam was willing to pay for victory. In comparison with the 
47,244 Americans killed in action in Vietnam, Communist losses ranged between 
600,000 and 1 million. Using just the lower figure, the Communists lost some 3 
percent of their population in battle deaths, compared with the 1.4 percent Japanese 
battle deaths in World War II. It would have been the equivalent of the U.S. 
sustaining 6-7 million deaths.   

 Another big problem was that President Johnson never secured the national 
will of the American people to prosecute this war.  In fact, he tried to hide it from 
them.  Johnson figured that if he went to Congress and asked for a declaration of 
war in Vietnam, it would end any future hope for his Great Society.  He also feared 
it might provoke a serious response from Russia and China (both of which had 
nuclear weapons). 

 Finally, in supreme irony while we lost the war in Vietnam, we seem to have 
won the peace. Saigon, for example, has boomed into a seething mass of 
commercial activity although it is, nonetheless, a city in the developing world, with 
signs of poverty on every side.  American businessmen say it is a good place to do 
business.  
 
  During America’s involvement in Vietnam much of the fighting and dying 
was done in small unit actions, not major battles, but here are the major U.S. 
battles/operations in terms of casualties and/or effect on the war: 
 
March 1965 – October 31, 1968 
ROLLING THIUNDER.  This was a major bombing campaign against North 
Vietnam, deluging it with a million tons of missiles, rockets and bombs and killing 
an estimated 52,000 military personnel and an additional 50,000 to 182,000 
civilians, but failing in its ultimate aim of blocking North Vietnam supply routes to 
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the south.  In commenting on the strategy, Air Force General Curtis E. LeMay 
said: "My solution to the problem would be to tell them (the North Vietnamese - 
ed) frankly that they’ve got to draw in their horns and stop their aggression, or 
we’re going to bomb them back into the Stone Age."  The “bomb them back to the 
Stone Age” part became one of the controversial events of the war.  
 

Air-to-air combat during the Vietnam War generally matched intruding U.S 
fighter-bombers against radar-directed North Vietnamese air defenses.   American 
F-4, F-8, and F-105 fighters usually had to contend with both surface-to-air 
missiles, anti-aircraft artillery and machine gun fire before opposing fighters 
attacked them.  The air conflict produced 22 aces: 16 North Vietnamese (top scorer 
had 9 kills), five Americans (top scorer had 6 kills), and one Russian instructor 
pilot (6 kills).  North Vietnam's sophisticated, Soviet-supplied air defense system 
shot down 922 U.S. aircraft during the 2,380 sorties flown by B-52 bombers and 
the more than 300,000 sorties by U.S. Navy and Air Force fighter-bombers. 
 

There were seven pauses in the bombing campaign with the hope that the 
North Vietnamese would then negotiate, but each time, they ignored the peace 
overtures and instead used the pause to repair air defenses and send more troops 
and supplies into the South via the Ho Chi Minh trail.   
 
August 18-24, 1965 
OPERATION STARLITE.  This was the first major U.S. ground operation in 
Vietnam as U.S. Marines waged a preemptive strike against 1,500 Viet Cong 
planning to assault the American airfield at Chu Lai.  45 Marines were killed and 
120 wounded.  The Viet Cong suffered 614 dead and 9 taken prisoner.  This 
decisive first victory gave a big boost to U.S. troop morale. 
 
November 14-16, 1965 
LA DRANG.  This was the first major battle between U.S. troops and North 
Vietnamese Army  (NVA) regulars inside South Vietnam.  U.S. Army troops of 
the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) used helicopters to fly directly into the battle 
zone.  Upon landing, the troops quickly disembarked and engaged in fierce 
firefights, supported by heavy artillery and B-52 air strikes, marking the first use of 
B-52s to assist combat troops.  The two-day battle ended with the NVA retreating 
into the jungle.  79 Americans were killed and 121 wounded.  NVA losses were 
estimated at 2,000.   
 

But the next day, the American success at Ia Drang was marred by a deadly 
ambush against 400 soldiers of the U.S. 7th Cavalry sent on foot to occupy nearby 
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Landing Zone 'Albany.'  NVA troops that had been held in reserve during Ia 
Drang, along with troops that had retreated, killed 155 Americans and wounded 
124. 
 
January 28-March 6, 1966  
OPERATION WHITE WING.  This marked the beginning of large-scale U.S. 
search-and-destroy operations against Viet Cong and NVA troop encampments.  
During the 42-day operation in South Vietnam's Bon Son Plain near the coast, 
troopers of the U.S. 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) once again flew by 
helicopter directly into battle zones and engaged in heavy fighting.  228 Americans 
were killed and 788 wounded. 
 
September 14-November 24, 1966 
OPERATION ATTLEBORO. This involved  20,000 U.S. and South Vietnamese 
(ARVN) soldiers in a successful search-and-destroy mission 50 miles north of 
Saigon near the Cambodian border.  155 Americans were killed and 494 wounded.  
North Vietnamese losses were 1,106. 
 
January 8-26, 1966 
OPERATION CEDAR FALLS.  This was the largest combined offensive to date 
and involved 16,000 American and 14,000 South Vietnamese soldiers clearing out 
Viet Cong from the 'Iron Triangle' area 25 miles northwest of Saigon. The Viet 
Cong choose not to fight and instead melted away into the jungle.  The Americans 
then uncovered an extensive network of tunnels and for the first time used 'tunnel 
rats,' specially trained volunteers to explore the tunnels. After the American and 
South Vietnamese troops left the area, the Viet Cong returned, however, and 
rebuilt their sanctuary.  This pattern was repeated throughout the war as Americans 
utilized 'in-and-out' tactics in which troops arrived by helicopters, secured an area, 
then departed by helicopters. 
 
February 22-May 14, 1966 
OPERATION JUNCTION CITY.  This was the largest U.S. military offensive 
of the war, involving 22 U.S. and 4 South Vietnamese battalions attempting to 
destroy the NVA's Central Office headquarters in South Vietnam.  It ended with 
2,728 Viet Cong killed and 34 captured.  American losses were 282 killed and 
1,576 wounded.  The NVA then relocated their Central Office headquarters inside 
Cambodia, thus avoiding capture. 
 
April 24-May 11, 1967 
KHE SANH.  This was arguably the longest and most bitterly contested battle of 
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the Vietnam War, consisting of two phases, this one and then another one in 
November-December.  This first phase was a series of hill fights between the U.S. 
3rd Marines and the North Vietnamese Army resulting in 940 NVA killed. 
American losses were 155 killed and 425 wounded.  The isolated air base was 
located in mountainous terrain less than 10 miles from North Vietnam, near the 
border of Laos.  One the hill fights involved HILLS 881 AND 861 from April 24 – 
May 9 and it was one of the bloodiest battles of the war.  Two Marine battalions 
stormed the hills, and took them, losing 155 KIA and 455 WIA. The North 
Vietnamese lost over 900 troops and withdrew. 
 
September 4 - 15, 1967 
OPERATION SWIFT.  This took place in the Que Son Valley in South Vietnam 
and was a U.S. Victory.  But the U.S. suffered 114 KIA in the action, one of whom 
was Franklin D. Endicott.  The NVA and Viet Cong lost about 600 KIA.  
 
September 11-October 31, 1967 
CON THIEN.  U.S. Marines were besieged by the NVA at this place located two 
miles south of the Demilitarized Zone (the border between North and South 
Vietnam).  A massive long-range artillery duel then erupted as the NVA fired 
42,000 rounds at the Marines while the U.S. responded with 281,000 rounds and 
B-52 air strikes to lift the siege.  NVA losses are estimated at over 2,000. 
 
November 3-December 1 1967 
DAK TO.  This was a U.S. and South Vietnamese victory.  The Battle of Dak To 
occurred along the border of Cambodia and Laos as the U.S. 4th Infantry Division 
headed off a planned NVA attack against the Special Forces camp there.  Massive 
air strikes combined with U.S. and South Vietnamese ground attacks resulted in an 
NVA withdrawal into Laos and Cambodia.  NVA losses were 1,644; U.S. troops 
suffered 289 killed.  
 
January 21 – April 8, 1968 
KHE SANH.  This was an Allied victory.  20,000 NVA troops attacked the 
American air base at Khe Sanh, beginning a 77-day siege, encircling 5,000 U.S. 
Marines in the isolated outpost.  The siege attracted enormous media attention back 
in America and a massive aerial supply effort to the free the besieged Marines was 
staged along with heavy B-52 bombardment of NVA troop positions. The B-52s 
dropped over 110,000 tons of bombs during the siege, the heaviest bombardment 
of a small area in the history of warfare.   The siege ended on April 8 with the 
withdrawal of NVA troops from the area.  NVA losses during the siege were 
estimated up to 15,000. U.S. Marines suffered 199 killed and 830 wounded. 1st 
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Cavalry suffered 92 killed and 629 wounded. 
 

The U.S. command then secretly shut down the Khe Sanh air base and 
withdrew the Marines, which a North Vietnamese official called America's 
"gravest defeat" so far. 
 
January 30 – February 25, 1968 
TET.  There were two Tets, this one and another one in 1969.  This one was the 
turning point of the war because even though the enemy was defeated, he won a 
major propaganda victory.  84,000 Viet Cong guerrillas aided by NVA troops 
launched attacks on a hundred cities and towns throughout South Vietnam.  The 
surprise offensive was closely observed by American TV news crews in Vietnam, 
which filmed parts of it and showed them on the nightly news. 

35 NVA and Viet Cong battalions attacked 50 battalions of American and 
Allied troops in Saigon and were defeated.  

12,000 NVA and Viet Cong troops stormed the lightly defended historical 
city at Hue and executed of over 3,000 "enemies of the people" including South 
Vietnamese government officials, captured South Vietnamese officers, and 
Catholic priests.  South Vietnamese troops and three U.S. Marine battalions 
counter-attacked and in the heaviest fighting of the entire Tet Offensive, retook the 
city, aided by American air and artillery strikes.   Allied losses were: 142 Marines 
killed, 857 wounded; 74 U.S. Army killed; 507 wounded; 384 South Vietnamese 
killed, and 1,830 wounded. NVA killed were put at over 5,000. 
 

For the North Vietnamese, the Tet Offensive is both a defeat and a victory.  
It was a military and political failure because the "general uprising" they had hoped 
to ignite among South Vietnamese peasants against the Saigon government never 
materialized.  Also, the Viet Cong who had also come out of hiding to do most of 
the actual fighting suffered devastating losses and never regained their former 
strength.  As a result, most of the fighting was then taken over by North 
Vietnamese regulars fighting a conventional war.  
 

But it was an NVA victory in the sense that it eroded grassroots support 
among the American public and consequently in Congress for continuing the war  
indefinitely. 
 
From April 8- May 31, part of the US and ARVN reaction to Tet was  



 821 

OPERATION TOAN THANG, designed to put pressure on the Viet Cong and 
NVA, and Captain Richard Leroy Endicott was killed in it. 
 
April 30-May 3, 1968  
DAI DO.  This occurred along the Demilitarized Zone as NVA troops sought to 
open an invasion corridor into South Vietnam.  They were halted by a battalion of 
U.S. Marines aided by heavy artillery and air strikes.  Casualties were: NVA 1,568 
killed;  US Marines: 81 killed, 297 wounded; US Army 29,  killed,130 wounded. 
 

For the time being, this defeat ended North Vietnam's hope of successfully 
invading the South. They had to wait four years, until 1972, before trying it again, 
after most of the Americans had gone, but it actually took them seven years, until 
1975, to succeed. 
 
July 1, 1968  
PHOENIX PROGRAM.  This program was established to crush the secret Viet 
Cong infrastructure (VCI) in South Vietnam.  The VCI, estimated at up to 70,000 
communist guerrillas, had been responsible for a long-standing campaign of terror 
against Americans, South Vietnamese government officials, village leaders and 
innocent civilians.  In Congressional testimony it was revealed that 20,587 Viet 
Cong were killed.   
 
October 1968 - 1970 
OPERATION SEALORD.  This was the largest combined naval operation of  the 
war as over 1,200 U.S. Navy and South Vietnamese Navy gunboats and warships 
disrupted NVA supply lines extending from Cambodia into the Mekong Delta.  
 
February 1969 
TET 1969.  The Viet Cong attacked 110 targets throughout South Vietnam, 
including Saigon.  Most of the attacks centered around military targets near Saigon 
and Da Nang and were quickly beaten off, although the U.S. suffered heavy 
casualties.  Numerous U.S. bases were breached, ranging in size from the huge 
Long Binh Army Depot near Bien Hoa to Oasis LZ.  These attacks were all 
repulsed but they reinforced the fact that communist forces were able to mount 
attacks at will.  Some speculate that the attacks were mounted to test the will of the 
new U.S. President Richard Nixon who retaliated by secretly bombing Communist 
sanctuaries in Cambodia the following month. 
 
March 17, 1969 – May 26, 1970 
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OPERATION MENU.  President Nixon authorized the secret carpet-bombing of 
Cambodia and Laos by B-52s, targeting North Vietnamese supply sanctuaries 
located along the border of Vietnam.  The campaign failed in its objective of 
preventing North Vietnamese offensives, which continued during Operation Menu.  
In 2000, an official United States Air Force record of some U.S. bombing activity 
over Indochina from 1964 to 1973 was declassified, showing that Air Force 
bombing of rural Cambodia along its South Vietnam border began at least as early 
as 1965, during the Johnson administration, four years earlier than previously 
believed.  As a result, historians now classify Operation Menu merely as a 
fourteen-month phase in an extensive series of secret bombings that spanned 
eleven years. 
 
May 10–20, 1969 
HAMBURGER HILL.  Between 42 and 76 Americans (sources vary) died during 
a fierce ten-day battle at “Hamburger Hill” in the A Shau Valley near Hue.  400 
others were wounded.  After the hill was taken, the troops were then ordered to 
abandon it.  The NVA then moved in and took back the hill unopposed.  The costly 
assault and its confused aftermath provoked a political outcry back in the U.S. that 
American lives were being wasted in Vietnam.  

The incident was very similar to Pork Chop Hill in the Korean War. 

  It was the beginning of the end for America in Vietnam as Washington then 
ordered MACV Commander General Creighton Abrams to avoid such encounters 
in the future.  “Hamburger Hill” was the last major search and destroy mission by 
U.S. troops during the war.  Small unit actions were used instead. 
 
April 29 – July 22, 1970 
CAMBODIAN INCURSION.  In 13 major operations, a combined force of 
15,000 U.S. and South Vietnamese soldiers attacked NVA supply bases inside 
Cambodia.  However, throughout this offensive, NVA and Viet Cong carefully 
avoided large-scale battles and instead withdraw westward, further into Cambodia, 
leaving behind their base camps containing huge stores of weapons and 
ammunition.  But the offensive failed to eliminate many communist troops or 
capture their elusive headquarters as hoped.  Furthermore, it generated a tidal wave 
of protest by politicians, the press, students, professors, clergy members, business 
leaders, and many average Americans against the Vietnam War. Over 350 
Americans died during the incursion. 
 
January 27, 1973; March 29, 1973; April 30, 1975 
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LAST AMERICANS.  On January 27, the last American soldier was killed and on 
March 29, the  last remaining American troops withdrew from Vietnam. On April 
30, 1975, as the North Vietnamese were entering the city, the last Americans, ten 
Marines from the U.S. embassy, departed Saigon, concluding the United States 
presence in Vietnam. 1975.  The war was over. 
 
(Source: http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/vietnam/index-1969.html) 
 
ENDICOTTS SERVING DURING THE VIETNAM WAR 
  
 
BENJAMIN TALBERT ENDICOTT (1946- 1995) 
 “Tal” entered U.S. Army service in 1966 and left in 1968 as a Corporal.  He 
was an Army helicopter gunner and crew chief with the 199th Aviation Brigade at 
Fort Collins, Colorado and went to Vietnam with that unit.  It was assigned to the 
Pleiku air base, otherwise known as Camp Holloway, in central Vietnam.  He saw 
lots of action in "Free Fire Zone Charlie" in 1968, during the Tet offensive.  
 
 Pleiku was used as a major American base, with Army, Navy and Air Force 
personnel stationed there.  A Viet Cong attack on Pleiku airbase on the night of 
February 6, 1965, plus an attack on positions the same day at Qui Nhon, were used 
by the Johnson Administration as justification for committing combat troops to 
South Vietnam, ostensibly to provide security for U.S. installations. Subsequently, 
in 1968, the enemy launched repeated attacks on the base.  
 
 After the war Tal went into construction.  He served several years helping to 
construct the Alaska pipeline.  He then returned to Oregon where he continued 
with road construction for many more years.  He was killed by an earthmover in a 
construction accident in Medford, Oregon, in the summer of 1995. 
 
 Sources: 

1. Correspondence with brother, George W. Endicott, on March 20, 
2011. 

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qui_Nhon 
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnam 

 
*** 

CHARLES FRANCIS ENDICOTT (April 8, 1949 – November 4, 2011) 
 He was a Specialist 4 in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Marion National 
Cemetery in Marion, Ohio. 



 824 

  
 A note on Specialist ranks; it’s a bit confusing.  In 1955, four grades of 
Specialist were established for the U.S.Army only: Specialist Third Class (E-4), 
Specialist Second Class (E-5), Specialist First Class (E-6), and Master Specialist 
(E-7) similar to the Petty Officer grades of the Navy and Coast Guard.  When the 
(so-called) Super Grades (E-8 and E-9) were introduced in 1958, the Specialist 
grade titles were changed to Specialist Four through Specialist Seven.  Specialist 
Eight and Specialist Nine were added on top; each such grade paralleled the 
corresponding grade of non-commissioned officer (E-4 through E-9) in terms of 
pay, but without the NCO authority conferred on the latter. 
 
 But only the lowest Specialist grade survives today, as the higher grades 
were phased out, beginning with Specialist 8 and 9 in 1965.  Specialist 8 and 9 had 
existed on paper only; there were never any actual promotions to these ranks. 
Specialist 7 was abolished in 1978 and Specialist 5 and 6 in 1985.  At that time, the 
rank of Specialist 4 simply became known as "Specialist", which is how it is 
referred to today. 
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
2. http://www.medalsofamerica.com/Item--i-CR329ListHeader 

 
*** 

CONRAD CLINTON ENDICOTT (March 1, 1943 – June 10, 2002) 
 He was a Private in the U.S, Army.   He is buried in the Wilson Family 
Cemetery in Justice, West Virginia. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. U.S. Veterans’ Admnistration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

CURTIS H. ENDICOTT (January 8, 1948 - September 15, 1999) 
 He was born in Portland, Oregon but three months after birth he was adopted 
by Gloria and Eugene Endicott of Redmond, where he grew up and graduated from 
high school in 1966.   He attended the University of Oregon for a year, did a hitch 
with the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War, and got married.  Later, he drove 
trucks for Shell Oil Company in Redmond.  Still later, after a divorce, he moved to 
St. Helens, where he managed the St. Helens Computer Center and was a computer 
consultant, repairer and builder. 
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 He was a national spokesman for Measure 58, the citizen initiative, approved 
by Oregon voters in November, 1999, shortly before his death, which allows 
Oregon-born adoptees age 21 and older to see their original birth certificates.  This 
was prompted by the fact that he had been adopted himself and wanted to find out 
who his real parents were.   
 
 In 1997, he married Barbara "Bobbie" Cochran and they had two children.   
 
 A light smoker, Curtis suffered from weak lungs and a strained heart and 
hoped finding his birth parents would give him medical history that might benefit 
not only himself, but also his two sons, Eugene, who received a kidney transplant, 
and Curtis John.   When Proposition 38 passed, it appeared as though Curtis would 
be able to find out who his birth parents were. 
 
 But then a number of mothers who had given up babies for adoption 
challenged the measure and won a temporary injunction barring its 
implementation.   Curtis joined in the ongoing court battle, which went all the way 
up to the Oregon Supreme Court, which finally ended the injunction in 2000 and 
the U.S. Supreme Court then refused to hear the case. 
 
 But Curtis had died of lung cancer by then, in 1999, before ever finding out 
who his real parent were.  He is buried in Redmond Memorial Cemetery. 
  
 Sources: 
  1. groups.yahoo.com/group/Endicott_Gen/message/2329 

 
*** 

 
DANNY G. ENDICOTT (October 29, 1948 – June 21, 1969) 
 He came from Columbus, Ohio.  He served in the U.S. Army and died of 
wounds received in action on June 21,1969 in Quang Tin, South Vietnam.  He was 
20 years old and was not married.  Danny died from artillery fire and his body was 
recovered.  His name is on panel 22W, line 104 of the Veterans Memorial Wall in 
Washington D.C.  He served our country for less than a year.  
 
 Sources:  

1. http://www.virtualwall.org/de/EndicottDG01a.htm; 
 

*** 
DENNIS RAY ENDICOTT (August 25, 1950 – October 7, 2010) 
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 He was a Specialist 4 in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Maplewood 
Cemetery in Harrison, Arizona. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

DONAL RAY ENDICOTT (February 2, 1945 – June 15, 2000) 
 He was a Private First Class in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the St. Joseph 
Cemetery in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 

DWIGHT DOUGLAS ENDICOTT (September 4, 1949 – May 19, 2013) 
 Doug was born in Fort Gay, West Virginia and was a Sergeant in the U.S. 
Army.  He served from 1969 to 1971, stationed in Germany, after which he lived 
in Columbus, Ohio.  
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.newcomercolumbus.com/obituary.aspx?src=value&obiti 

d=67678 
2. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Served.html 

*** 
 

FRANKLIN DAVID ENDICOTT (November 28, 1947 – September 4, 1967) 
 Frank came from Boise, Idaho.  He was a Private First Class with Delta 
Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Regiment (“1/5”), First Marine Division and was not 
married.  His Military Occupation Specialty (MOS) was 0311, Rifleman and his ID 
number 2275665.  
 
 In 1967, Frank was deployed to Vietnam’s Quang Nam Province, one of the 
northern provinces in the old South Vietnam and now on the south central coast of 
the unified Vietnam.  More than half of Quang Nam's area is covered by forests, 
making it one of the more forested provinces in Vietnam.  Quang Nam was also 
the site of heavy fighting during the Vietnam War.  Notable battles included 
Operation Swift, which Frank was in. 
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 Operation Swift was a search and destroy mission in the Que Son Valley that 
officially started on September 6, 1967, and ended on September 15.  It resulted in 
114 Americans and an estimated 600 North Vietnamese being killed.  
 
 The North Vietnamese regarded Que Son valley, populous and rice-rich, as 
one of the keys to controlling South Vietnam's five northern provinces and by early 
1967 at least two regiments of the 2nd Division of the North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) had infiltrated the area.  
 
 The U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) also recognized 
the Que Son Valley as strategically important and assigned the 5th Marine 
Regiment, Frank’s unit, which had deployed to Vietnam in the Summer of 1966, to 
the valley in 1967 to support the outnumbered South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) 
forces there. 
 
 In the Spring and Summer of 1967 MACV launched Operations Union and 
Union II with the goal of sweeping the North Vietnamese from the southern rim of 
the Que Son Valley.  
 
 Several bitter and costly battles forced the North Vietnamese 2nd Division to 
cede control of area to the 5th Marines.  Two battalions of the 5th Marines 
continued to operate in the valley throughout rest of the summer but did not patrol 
aggressively and were not molested by the communist forces, who were 
regrouping.  
 
 During the lull the North Vietnamese 2nd Division rebuilt its strength to a 
force of three regular regiments and was reinforced by the Viet Cong 1st 
Regiment, a full-time main force unit. 
 
 In early August Major General Don Robertson, commanding the 1st Marine 
Division, turned his attention to the Que Son Valley following several major 
operations around Da Nang.  
 
 In an attempt to draw the North Vietnamese into another destructive 
confrontation, Robertson launched Operation Cochise on August 11.  However the 
North Vietnamese largely managed to avoid contact with the three Marine 
battalions tasked with the operation, which ended on August 28 with only modest 
results.  Sweep operations were then initiated to shield the local populace from 
intimidation during upcoming elections.  
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 Operation Swift, intended to be the fourth and the last of the 1967 operations 
in the Que Son Valley, began unexpectedly and unofficially on the morning of 
September 4 when Delta Company, 1st Battalion 5th Marines (1/5), Frank’s unit, 
was attacked before dawn by a superior North Vietnamese force while set up in a 
night-time defensive perimeter next to the village of Dong Son. 
 
 The Battalion Commander, Lt. Colonel Peter Hilgartener, sent 1/5's Bravo 
Company to Delta’s relief.   Two other companies from an adjacent battalion were 
sent to relieve them.  But ambushed and aggressively attacked, these two 
companies were also pinned down in separate enclaves by the early afternoon.  
 
 Sometime during this action Frank was killed outright by small arms fire.. 
He was 20 years old and been serving as a Marine for less than a year.  His body 
was recovered.  
 
 As an aside, it is worth noting that two posthumous Congressional Medals of 
Honor were awarded in this fight .  The first was to Sergeant Lawrence Peters for 
leading his men in repulsing repeated attempts to overrun his position.  And the 
second was to Navy Chaplain Lieutenant Vincent Capodanno, for his efforts in 
pulling wounded men to safety in face of overwhelming enemy fire. 
 
 Marine artillery fire and Marine jet fighter-bombers prevented the rest of the 
Marines from being overrun and a fresh Marine company launched a dawn 
counterattack on September 5 that forced the North Vietnamese to break off 
contact.  
 
 After other battles, by September 15, the North Vietnamese 2nd Division 
and Viet Cong 1st Regiment had largely given up contesting the southern half of 
the Que Son Valley.  U.S. intelligence agencies later determined that the two 
enemy regiments that had been most active during Operation Swift were 
subsequently unfit for combat. 
 
 Franklin Endicott’s name is on panel 25E, line 097 of the Veterans 
Memorial Wall in Washington D.C. 
 
 Sources:  
  1.  Casualty Card, US Marine Corps History Division, Quantico,     
                         Virginia 
  2. http://www.virtualwall.org/de/EndicottFD01a.htm; Wikipedia 
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*** 
 

FRANK E. ENDICOTT (January 17, 1942 – May 5, 2003) 
 He was a Specialist 5 in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Evergreen 
Cemetery in Priest River, Idaho. 
  
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

GEORGE NELSON ENDICOTT (May 17, 1952 – May 23, 2007) 
 He was a Seaman Recruit in the U.S. Navy and he is buried in the Brigadier 
General William C. Doyle Memorial Cemetery in Morristown, New Jersey. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

GEORGE ROBERT ENDICOTT (December 7, 1943 – March 17, 2003) 
 He was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army and he is buried in the Abraham 
Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood, Illinois. 
  
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 

GEORGE WAYNE ENDICOTT (1948-) 
 George has been the Mayor of Redmond , Oregon, a city of 26,000 people, 
since he first got elected in 2006, while also working as a consultant to the U.S. 
Navy.  
  
 He served in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War, from October 10, 1969 
to April 4, 1972, entering as a Private and leaving as a Sergeant.  Following the 
war, he held a number of positions with the Federal Government, and later a 
number of positions in local governments in Virginia and Oregon, prior to 
becoming Mayor of Redmond.  
 
 George is a descendant of William Alexander Endicott (see above), the son 
of Everett “Jigger” Endicott, (see above), the nephew of Edward and Eugene 



 830 

Endicott (see above) and the brother of Benjamin T. Endicott, (see above) all of 
whom also served in the U.S. military. 
 
 He underwent basic training at Fort Lewis from October – December, 1969 
and then at the Intelligence School at Fort Holabird, Maryland, in one of the last 
classes before it moved to Fort Huachuca, Arizona in January and February of 
1970. 
 
 After this training, George went to Okinawa, where he was a member of 7th 
PSYOPS Group, where he worked on a tactical loudspeaker team in March, 1970.   
 
 He then served as an intelligence analyst in Vietnam from May – July, 1970 
and from September-December, 1970, where he worked in III Corps, the region 
around the then-Saigon, now Ho Chi Minh City.   He worked with 4 different units 
in III Corps:  25th Infantry Division, 199th Light Infantry Brigade, 9th Infantry 
Division, and 1st Cavalry Division.   
 
 He was wounded while working with the Medical Civic Action Program 
(MEDCAP) and the Integrated Civil Action Program (ICAP). 
 
  MEDCAP was a program the U.S. Army ran during the Vietnam War 
initially for the Vietnamese military and later for Vietnamese civilians.  The 
primary objective was to win the “hearts and minds' of the people,” but other 
objectives were to increase the popularity of the Vietnamese and U.S. military 
forces, and assist in the development of the Vietnamese medical infrastructure.   
 
 ICAP was a medical civil action effort conducted in contested towns and 
villages (government by day/VC by night) whose real objective was to gather 
information on the enemy.   Humanitarian assistance was provided and the teams 
often included female members who were previously Viet Cong but now were 
called "Tiger Scouts".  They would converse with the village women and gained a 
wealth of intelligence for the U.S. and our allies.  It was one of many very closely 
held programs in Vietnam. 
 
 Here is George’s own account of what he did in Vietnam: 
 
 With the J-5 - Civil Affairs teams, we broadcasted to villagers when we 
 wanted to provide medical services and check ID's.  When villagers were in 
 getting checked, we would go out on patrol looking for caches,  those  hiding 
(Viet Cong, for example), etc.  When working with the infantry  units and we 
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contacted the enemy, we set up loudspeakers and tried to get  the enemy to give 
up.   This actually performed a function we did not  anticipate.  The NVA/VC 
officers hated our loudspeakers.  They would  open up on them, giving away 
their position, so we knew where to return  fire.  We had a 50' wire from the amp 
 to the loudspeaker and, believe me,   
 we used all of it!  My speakers were pretty well shot up, as were most of the  
 teams' units.  Most of my time was in the bush and assigned to “boonie 
 rats” (“Boonie Rat, Boonie Rat, Scared but not alone,  300 days more or 
 less, Then, I'm going home”) and received the Purple Heart.  One night we 
 were leaving a village after a civil affairs function when "someone" started 
 throwing grenades at our convoy.  Two ARVNs and myself were wounded 
 by shrapnel and a young child killed. 
 
 After my stint in Vietnam I returned to Okinawa where I was Non-
 Commissioned Officer in Charge of the Printing and Publications Office at 
 7th PSYOPS Group.  We printed all the leaflets dropped on Vietnam during 
 the war.  At its height, we dropped 1.25 billion leaflets per year (1970-
 1971).  At the time, I maintained that I was the biggest producer of toilet 
 paper in the world! 
 
 After the war, George remained with the U.S. Army, helping to modernize 
U.S. Army war game scenarios, serving with the 163rd MI Battalion at Fort Hood, 
Texas.  
 
 Subsequent to his military service, he returned to school where he  
graduated with a B.S. degree in Economics from Oregon State University in 1975, 
on the GI Bill.  
 
 From March, 1977-August, 1976, he was an Army Management Intern, in 
Adelphi, Maryland, which allowed him to attend graduate school and learn 
management analysis techniques, while also working on several DoD projects. 
 
 After that, he left the Department of the Army and took a position with the 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) from 1977-1986, where he helped establish as 
new Federal Agency, the Veterans Employment and Training Service (VETS) 
within DOL.  A key component of the program was using then-emerging desktop 
computer technology to help run the program.  
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 From there, it was back to DoD, and the US Army’s Information 
Engineering Systems Command for 2 years, June 1986-August 1988, where 
George helped standardize the Army’s data collection processes.  
 
 From August, 1988 – August, 19993, he drew an international assignment as 
Deputy Branch Head, Intelligence Branch, Informations Systems Division, with 
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE), at that time, the central 
command of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).  
 
 From there, he worked in the office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense as 
the Division Chief for the DoD Architectures Division, where he managed a team 
of architects and developers that generated concepts for the architecture of data 
collection systems for the US military.  
 
 This led to his serving as Deputy Director for the Combatant Commanders’ 
Interoperability Program Office, at the Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command from September 1996-January, 2003, when he retired from the Federal 
Government as a GS-15.  In this position he helped lead a team that developed 
strategies for addressing complex Theater, Service and systems interoperability 
issues.   
 
 After that came his present assignment, starting in 2003,  as Chief Systems 
Engineer in the Applied Technology/ Expeditionary And Littoral Warfare 
Division, within the Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC). SAIC 
is a private sector, Fortune 500 Company that provides consulting services to many 
clients, including the US Military.   In his capacity at SAIC, George advises DoD 
on data collection systems technology architecture and how it applies to U.S. Navy 
organizations and the Navy’s interaction with the other services and other 
Combatant Commands.  
 
 George currently serves as Mayor of Redmond, Oregon.   He was elected in 
2006 and reelected in 2008.  (The mayor is now independently elected.)  He acts as 
the figurehead for the City and presides over meetings of the City Council as it 
steers Redmond’s progress in turning from a town into a city.  He also appoints all 
members of the City's committees and commissions.  The City Council also 
chooses a City Manager who serves as city budget officer, purchasing agent, the 
administrative head of all city departments and enforcer of all city ordinances. 
 
 Sources: 
  1. Personal correspondence with subject on March 20, 2011 
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*** 

 
GERALD “JERRY” EVERETT ENDICOTT (1941 - April 24, 2011) 
 An alumnus of the University of California at Berkeley, Jerry married Karen 
Steed prior to his entry into the U.S. Marine Corps.  He served for four years and 
was deployed to Vietnam.  Upon discharge, he was a Sergeant. 
 
 In 1963, he first went to work for Bakersfield Electric Motor Repair, in 
Bakersfield, California, where he started as a journeyman.  In time, he worked his 
way into management.  Along with partners Jack Ross and Skip Langston, he 
bought a stake in the company in 1988 and became an owner.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.  http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3726/ 
  is_201106/ai_n57805966/ 
 

*** 
GLEN RAY ENDICOTT (October 28, 1953 – September 11, 2003) 
 He was a Sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps.  He is buried in the Fluty Lick 
Cemetery in Louisa, Kentucky. 
  
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
JAMES A. ENDICOTT (April 12, 1948  -- September 12, 2000) 
 He served in the U.S. Marine Corps in Vietnam.  He is buried in the Lower 
Lake Cemetery in Lower Lake, California. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

JAMES ASHLEY ENDICOTT, Jr. (June 21, 1939 - December 13, 2016) 
 Jim is an alumnus of The Citadel, a retired U.S. Army Lt. Colonel,  a Vietnam 
veteran and Army lawyer who defended one of those accused of covering up the 
My Lai massacre.  Later he campaigned for George H.W. Bush and when Bush 
won, Jim was made an Assistant Secretary in the Veterans’ Administration.  Later 
still he was one of many vice chairs for Veterans for Bush - Cheney.  And finally 
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he was disbarred by the Texas Supreme court for malpractice. 
 
 Jim was born in Kansas City, Missouri but later moved to Harker Heights, 
Texas.  After graduating from The Citadel in 1960, he completed a career with the 
U.S. Army from 1960-1982, retiring as a Lt. Colonel.  While in the Army, he 
received a law degree from the George Washington University in Washington, DC 
in 1968.  He then served in Vietnam as a lawyer.  
 
 As a Major,  from 1970-73 he was a lead defense counsel for one of the 
defendants during the My Lai war crimes trials, Major Charles C. Calhoun (1931-
1981).  On March 16, 1968, Calhoun was serving his second tour in Vietnam, this 
time as the operating officer of Task Force Baker, the battalion-sized unit of the 
Americal Division that committed the My Lai massacre. 
 
   The My Lai massacre occurred on March, 16, 1968, when between 347 and 
504 mostly elderly Vietnamese adults and children, alleged to be Viet Cong 
sympathizers, were murdered by U.S. Army soldiers of "Charlie" Company, 1st 
Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment, 11th Brigade of the Americal Division.  The 
massacre and attempted  cover up created the worst scandal of the Vietnam War.  
 
 In 1969, General Westmoreland, the commander of US forces in Vietnam, 
tasked General William R. Peers to investigate the My Lai Massacre and on March 
14, 1970, Peers issued a very critical report on the incident.  
 
 Overall, Peers concluded that within the America1 Division, at every 
command level from company to division, actions were taken which together 
effectively concealed from higher headquarters what had happened at My Lai.  He 
also detailed specific charges against many officers and enlisted men including 
against Major Calhoun, who Peers accused of the following: 

*  Helping to plan an unlawful operation, knowing there were noncombatants 
living in My Lai but indicating that only Viet Cong and Viet Cong sympathizers 
were living there. 

* Helping to plan artillery fire on an inhabited village and  then helping to conceal 
the number of civilian casualties that resulted.   

*  Failing to provide for the evacuation and safekeeping of noncombatants residing 
in the objective areas.  
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* Failing to include in operational reports to higher headquarters the 20-30 
noncombatant casualties he knew about.  

* Failing to report the suspected war crimes committed in My Lai and then helping 
to suppress information about them. 

*  Giving false testimony calculated to mislead about the My Lai massacre. 

 Of the 26 men initially charged with crimes, only one, 2nd Lt. William 
Calley, was convicted and he was originally sentenced to life in prison.  But two 
days later, after an onslaught of protests claiming that Calley was being made a 
scapegoat for higher-ranking offers, President Nixon ordered him released pending 
appeal.  Then, Calley’s sentence was adjusted and he served only 3 ½ years under 
house arrest, not in prison.  On August 19, 2009, Calley made his first public 
apology for the massacre in a speech to the Kiwanis club of Greater Columbus, 
Georgia.  
 
 Many years later, in 2014, documents emerged from the Nixon Presidential 
library indicating that in a December 1, 1969 meeting President Nixon ordered his 
Chief of Staff, Bob Haldeman, to create a special My Lai task force to sabotage the 
My Lai massacre trials so no American soldier involved in the killings would be 
convicted of war crimes.   It was successful; the cases against most of those 
implicated in My Lai, including Major Calhoun, didn’t even come to trial.  
Members of the task force included Pat Buchanan, special assistant to the president 
for media analysis and speech writing; Henry Kissinger, national security advisor; 
Herb Klein, director of communications for the Executive Branch; and Nofziger, 
whose job was to get members of Congress to support Nixon’s policies and plans. 
 
 Haldeman’s notes from the December 1969 meeting with Nixon indicate 
than in a effort to suppress the My Lai incident, Nixon went so far as to authorize 
the use of “dirty tricks” but “not too high a level.” and an effort to “discredit one 
witness” and said that it might be necessary “to use a senator or two.”  
 
 It is believed that the one witness was Hugh Thompson, the Army helicopter 
pilot who had confronted and countermanded superior officers at My Lai and 
prevented the massacre from being even worse, and who was emerging as the 
prosecution’s star witness.   
 
 Records also show that following that meeting one of the task force 
members met with the Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, 
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Congressman Mendel Rivers, who set up a special investigating subcommittee of 
the House Armed Services Committee.  Congressman F. Edward Hebert was the 
chainman of the subcommittee.   
 
 While the stated purpose of the subcommittee was to conduct an 
independent congressional inquiry into the massacre, today it is believed its real 
purpose was to sabotage the conviction of any US soldier who committed a crime 
at My Lai.   For example, it is alleged that Hebert made sure all the testimony from 
witnesses of the atrocity remained sealed so that there wasn’t evidence against 
those who were indicted and the cases against them had be dropped for insufficient 
evidence. 
 
 During these hearings, Calhoun pled the 5th amendment on advice of Jim 
Endicott to avoid answering any questions and eventually the charges against 
Calhoun were dropped for insufficient evidence.   So Jim’s client beat the rap, 
with, as we know now, a little help from Richard Nixon. 
 
 After the My Lai trials were over Jim discussed their preparation and lessons 
learned on several occasions.  For example, in 1972 as the Director, Plans and 
Publications Department, of the Judge Advocate General’s School, he wrote in the 
Military Law Review a review of Richard Hammer’s  book “The Court martial of 
William Calley.”  The book had come out in 1971, less than two years after the 
incident and while the Vietnam War was still going on.  Hammer researched the 
book in Vietnam and in America by interviewing both the Vietnamese survivors of 
the My Lai massacre and the U.S. soldiers involved and he concluded that several 
U.S. senior officers were also responsible for the crime and its cover up. 
 

After praising certain aspects of the book, Jim then writes of Hammer: 
 

His penchant for supported views is absent in his assessment of the degree of 
responsibility of these senior officials for My Lai… Hammer does not 
convince in his indictment of all those above the rank of lieutenant for the 
crime of which Calley was convicted.  

 
 During the Vietnam war Jim also served as Commander of Company C of the 
3rd Infantry Regiment, a Presidential Honor Guard.   
 
 After leaving the Army, Jim entered a family law practice in Harker Heights, 
Texas.  After being active in the Presidential campaign of George H.W. Bush, he 
was appointed General Counsel for the 2nd largest executive branch department of 
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the federal government, the Department of Veterans Affairs, from 1991-1993.  In 
that capacity he also held the cabinet level rank of Assistant Secretary.  
 
 Prior to his appointment to the VA, Jim served as Court Master of the 3rd 
Judicial Region of Texas with jurisdiction over child support enforcement cases.  
He also served as a member of the Texas State Veterans Commission. 
 
 After leaving government he reentered private law practice and became a 
liaison and ombudsman to Fort Hood for the Texas Committee of the National 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve and served on various boards and 
committees.  He was also a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, American 
Legion and Disabled American Veterans.  
 
 In 2008, Texas Governor Rick Perry appointed him to the Statewide Health 
Coordinating Council, which evaluated long-term local, regional and statewide 
health needs, in order to develop workforce goals for health professionals.  He was 
reappointed for a second term that expired August 1, 2011. 

 In December 2012, however, disaster struck.  Jim was placed on probation 
for misconduct in five legal cases.  He was charged with failing to take any 
meaningful action on clients’ cases, failing to respond to attempts by clients to 
contact him, failing to keep advanced fees separate from his own property, 
disbursing client funds to persons not entitled to receive the funds, failing to return 
unearned fees, and failing to furnish written responses to the complaints as directed 
by the court. 

 Worse was to come.  In December of 2013,  the Texas Supreme Court 
accepted his resignation as an attorney in lieu of punishment for professional 
misconduct and his license to practice law was permanenltly revoked.  At the time 
of his resignation, he was facing three disciplinary charges dating back to 2009 
relating either to his failure to take meaningful action on a case or failure to return 
a settlement payment received by one of his clients, according to documents 
provided by the State Bar of Texas.  He was accused of bilking his clients out of 
$12,000.   

 Jim died on December 13, 2016 after a “lingering illness.” 

 Sources: 
 1. http://www.unc.edu/~chaos1/documents/vets_for_bush.pdf 
 2. http://www.citadelalumni.org/dcal/notable.php 
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 3. http://governor.state.tx.us/news/appointment/11116/ 
 4.http://www.txcourts.gov/All_Archived_Documents/SupremeCourt/Adminis
trativeOrders/miscdocket/13/13915600.pdf 
 5.  http://blog.chron.com/houstonlegal/2014/02/19-texas-attorneys-disciplined-feb-2014/ 
       6.  1.https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/MyLaiHearings.pdf 
       7. 1.https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-I.pdf                      
       8. https://www.facebook.com/killeen.heightsrotary/photos/a.523 
184257751411.1073741843.523152907754546/1189332457803251/?type=3 
 
       ***  
JAMES E. ENDICOTT  
 As of 1968, he was a Major in the U.S. Air Force and had a PhD in speech 
pathology.  At that time he was stationed at the USAF School of Aerospace 
Medicine at Brooks Air Force Base in Texas.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=AD0677190 
*** 

 
 
JAMES HENRY ENDICOTT (April 29, 1941 – May 29, 2013) 
 He was born in Portland, Oregon, the son of James D. and Elizabeth 
Endicott.  He attended Cleveland High School, the University of Oregon and 
Portland State University.  Jim served in the U.S. Army in Paris, France where he 
met his future wife, Alexandra De Volpelieres D'escombreras. They had three 
children prior to their divorce.  
 

Sources: 
 1.http://obits.oregonlive.com/obituaries/oregon/obituary.aspx 

  ?pid=165245625 
*** 

 
JAMES PAUL ENDICOTT (March 30, 1947 – March 19, 2009) 
 He was a Specialist 4 in the U.S. Army and served in Vietnam from March 
1968 to November 1970.  He is buried in the Kitts Cemetery in Louisa, Kentucky. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Vietnam.html 
  2.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
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*** 
JIMMIE G. ENDICOTT (November 9, 1941 – May 17, 2006) 
 He was a Specialist 4 in the U.S. Army and he is buried in the Jefferson 
Barracks in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 

JOHN E. ENDICOTT (August, 1936 - ) 
 John spent 31 years in the U.S. military, 28 of them in the Air Force and 
three of them as a civilian in the Senior Executive Service (SES – the highest 
possible rank in the Civil Service).   He served as the Deputy Air Force 
Representative to the Military Staff Committee of the United Nations, was 
Associate Dean of the National War College, and Director of the Institute for 
National Strategic Studies of Washington, D.C.  
 
 Among his awards were two Air Medals for missions in Vietnam, the 
Legion of Merit, and the Bronze Star.  
 
 President Franklin Roosevelt established the Air Medal by Executive Order 
in 1942, and it is awarded for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial 
flight.  The Legion of Merit, created by Act of Congress on July 20, 1942, is 
awarded for exceptionally meritorious conduct while performing outstanding 
services and achievements.  It is typically awarded to officers and to a lesser 
degree senior enlisted personnel, in command or very senior staff positions.  The 
Bronze Star was established by President Roosevelt’s Executive Order of February 
4, 1944 and it can be awarded for either combat or non-combat action, but in the 
case of the former, a combat “v” is worn on the service ribbon for the medal.  
 
 John was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. He first became aware of the U.S. 
military and Asia during WWII when his father was sent to Japan to teach military 
personnel industrial art.   John attended Carson Elementary School and Western 
Hills High School for all years of his secondary schooling except the academic 
year 1950-1951 when he attended Paddington Technical School in London, 
England.  
 
 Returning to the U.S., he completed high school in 1954 and was admitted to 
the Ohio State University where he earned a B.A.(cum laude) in political science—



 840 

graduating in March 1958, and was elected to the academic honor society, Phi Beta 
Kappa.  
 
 Upon graduation he was commissioned a 2nd Lt. in the U.S. Air Force and 
entered active service in May of that year.  
 
 He also continued his studies during his career, receiving an M.A. in 
European History from the University of Omaha in 1968, followed by M.A. 
degrees in International Relations and Law and Diplomacy in 1973 and a Ph.D. in 
International Relations in 1974, all from The Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy, Tufts University, in cooperation with Harvard University. 
 
 After 31 years in the military, in 1989, he joined the Faculty of the Georgia 
Institute of Technology as a full professor.  In 2008 he was awarded the title, 
Professor Emeritus after action of the Georgia Tech Faculty.  
 
 When he started at Georgia Tech, John founded the Center for International 
Strategy, Technology and was among the first members of the Sam Nunn School 
of International Affairs, also of Georgia Tech.  
 
   In 1992, John first introduced the concept for a "Limited Nuclear 
Weapons-Free Zone in Northeast Asia" to an audience of retired military men and 
academics in Beijing, China and concept is still relevant.  A group of intellectuals 
from various countries still meet regularly and a total of 12 annual meetings have 
taken place so far.  The concept turned out to be resonant in the nuclear-threatened 
region of Northeast Asia, earning him nominations for the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2005 and later. 
 
 In August 2007, John retired from Georgia Tech and became the Co-
President of Woosong University and Vice Chancellor of the SolBridge 
International School of Business, an all-English-speaking college in Daejon, South 
Korea, one of the six colleges of Woosong University. 
 
 He has written or co-written five books on foreign policy and security issues. 
 
 He is married to the former Mitsuyo Kobayashi, a Japanese, a decision 
challenged by the military when they decided to marry in the 1950s.  "You had to 
have permission to get married.  In those days, it was against law to marry across 
racial lines," John explained.  They have two children, Charlene Noble and John 
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and four grand children.  They celebrated their 51st Wedding Anniversary in 
August 2010. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_E._Endicott 
 

*** 
JOHN HENRY ENDICOTT ( February 29, 1956 – May 9, 2003) 
 He served with the U.S. Marine Corps in Vietnam.  He is buried in the 
Prairie Lawn Cemetery in Wellington, Kansas. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

JOHN WILLIAM ENDICOTT (June 6, 1940 – February 23, 1964) 
 He was a Corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps.  He is buried in the Ft. 
Leavenworth National Cemetery in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

KENNETH HARLEY ENDICOTT (July 27, 1947 – September 3, 2005) 
 He was a Sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps and he is buried in the Eagle 
Point National Cemetery in Eagle Point, Oregon. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
LARRY ENDICOTT 
 He served in the U.S. Navy aboard the destroyer USS John Paul Jones from 
April 1972 – July 17, 1975 with the rank FTG-3.   The “Jones” was converted to a 
guided missile destroyer between December, 1965 and March, 1967.  One of its 
most memorable missions was helping with the evacuation of Saigon (now Ho Chi 
Minh City) following the collapse of South Vietnam in 1975.  
 
Source: 
 1.http://www.navysite.de/crewlist/commandlist.php?&commandid=93 

5&startyear=1968 
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*** 
 
MICHAEL ANTHONY ENDICOTT (1943 -   ) 
 Mike Endicott was a U.S. Secret Service bodyguard for both President and 
Henry Kissinger, working for the Secret Service from 1965–1985.  He was 
assigned to President Nixon and Secretary of State Kissinger and was Operations 
Supervisor for Vice Presidents Nelson Rockefeller and Walter Mondale.  Mike 
also protected Spiro Agnew, Dwight Eisenhower, Lady Bird and Lyndon Johnson, 
and Edmund Muskie.  All told, the work took him to all 50 states of the Union and 
100 foreign countries.  But “I never owned a pair of sunglasses in my life,” Mike 
joked while dispelling the stereotypical image of the Secret Service agent.   
 
 Mike was head of Nixon’s detail from 1979–1985.  After that, when Nixon 
relinquished his government-provided Secret Service detail, Mike retired and took 
responsibility for Nixon’s protection under his own company, Endicott Associates, 
and became a Special Assistant to Nixon, traveling with him as Staff Assistant in 
meetings with world leaders and high government officials.  
  
 Mike now lives in Buckley, Washington with his wife, Becky, and has 6 
children and 9 grandchildren.  He does volunteer work for the South End Boys and 
Girls Club in Tacoma, Washington.  The work consists of cooking and selling 
gourmet dinners under the title, “Eat like a President in your home” to raise money 
for schools, churches and community organizations. 
 

Mike was an all-county basketball star at Lincoln High School in 1961 and 
got a full scholarship to St. Martin’s College (now University) in Lacey, which he 
graduated from in 1965.  
 
 He believes he was born to be a Secret Service agent because of his eye for 
detail, knack for planning and ability to make quick and accurate decisions. 
 
 In 2009 he self-published a book about his experiences, called “Walking 
With Presidents” and talks about what it was like to be at the center of historical 
events such as the 1974 resignation of President Nixon.  You can get the book on 
Amazon.com. 
 
 Based on being in charge of protecting Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, 
Mike feels that Nixon’s role in important international diplomatic negotiations did 
not receive the recognition it deserves.  “A lot of the elements of those negotiations 
were Nixon-driven, but very few people realized it because Nixon and Kissinger 
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communicated through back channels and rarely shared their combined ideas and 
findings with the State Department,” he once said in an interview. 

 
 “At that time, Nixon felt as though the State Department was full of a bunch 
of Georgetown University graduates who only thought that they knew all 
about foreign policy. That was why he trusted and chose Kissinger to be 
both the National Security Advisor and the Secretary of State.” 

 

 Mike expresses his philosophy about people wishing to harm the president 
this way: “The crazies will always be out there, but a good agent will spot them 
almost immediately because we were trained to sweep the entire perimeter visually 
and pick up on the whackos who often stand out like a beacon because of their 
quirky mannerisms, dress, demeanor or gait.   “It is almost like they are saying 
with their eyes and body language, ‘Here I am - I’m going to do something pretty 
dramatic or stupid now and you just try to stop me.’ “ 

 One close call came when Mike was protecting Ronald Reagan when 
Reagan was running for President and living in a home in Sacramento.  “One night 
we got an anonymous tip that there might be some type of terrorist activity about to 
go down, courtesy of the Black Panther Party. As it turned out, they tried to 
firebomb Reagan’s home with all manner of weapons.  I’ll never forget it, I was on 
the point and I saw one of the attackers in the car lighting a Molotov cocktail and 
then tossing it toward the house.  Those were the kind of times that we lived in and 
lived through.” 

Sources: 

1. “Buckley resident relives years with Secret Service,” Enumclaw 
Courier Herald, July 6, 2009 

2. http://www.amazon.com/Walking-With-Presidents-Stories-
Perimeter/dp/1439219753 

*** 
 

MICHAEL LEE ENDICOTT (October 8, 1947 – August 5, 1967) 
 Of Poplar Bluff, Missouri, he was the son of William A. Endicott and Bertha 
Endicott.  He enlisted in the Marines on November 1, 1966 in St. Louis, Missouri.  
He was a Pfc with Co. K, 3rd Battalion, 1st Regiment, 1st Marine Division.  He was 
not married.  While on patrol, he was killed in action August 5, 1967 in vicinity of 
Danang, South Vietnam, the result of a fragmentation wound to the head, left side 
of chest, and right thigh from a hostile explosive device.  His body was recovered.  
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His name is on panel 24E, line 080 of the Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington 
D.C. He served our country for less than a year.  
 
 Sources:  

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Vietnam.html 
2. Casualty Card, US Marine Corps History Division, Quantico, 

Virginia 
*** 

 
LESTER R. ENDICOTT (September 1, 1937 – February 6, 1990) 
 He was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army.   He is buried in the New Albany 
National Cemetery in New Albany, Indiana. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

LEWIS J. ENDICOTT (November 6, 1935 – July 11, 1967) 
 He was a Staff Sergeant in the U.S. Air Force.  He is buried in the Fort Scott 
National Cemetery in Fort Scott, Kansas. 
  
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

NICHOLAS ENDICOTT (February 11, 1956 – December 20, 2004) 
 He was a Lance Corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps.  He is buried in the 
Riverside National Cemetery in Riverside, California. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
 

RICHARD GLEN ENDICOTT (December 11, 1947 – April 6, 2010) 
 He was a Private in the U.S. Army and he is buried in the Oregon Trail State 
Cemetery in Evansville, Wyoming.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

*** 
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RICHARD EDWARD ENDICOTT (July 5, 1941 - ) 
  Dick Endicott was a Colonel in the U.S. Air Force, serving during the 
Vietnam era but not in Vietnam itself.  He was born in McMinnville, Oregon and 
grew up central Oregon, graduating from high school in Prineville, Oregon, and 
from Linfielld College, a small liberal arts college in McMinnville, in 1963.  He 
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant through Officer Training School at 
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, in February 1964.  That same year he married 
Pam David of Redmond, Oregon.  His initial assignment was Altus Air Force 
Base, Oklahoma followed by tours in Izmir, Turkey, and the Defense Personnel 
Support Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
 
 After completing Minuteman missile training in May 1970, he was assigned 
to Francis E. Warren Air Force Base, in Wyoming.  While there, he served as 
Missile Combat Crew commander, Minuteman I Combat Crew instructor, and 
Standardization/Evaluation commander.  He completed his missile assignment as 
the senior Standardization/Evaluation commander for Minuteman III in 1974. 
 
 In June, 1974 Dick was assigned to the F-111 Division at Sacramento Air 
Logistics Center, at McClellan Air Force Base, in California.   Following that 
assignment, he was the Chief of Logistics at Kwang Ju Air Force Base in South 
Korea.   
 
 In July 1977, he was assigned to Headquarters, United States Air Forces 
Europe, at Ramstein Air Base, in Germany, in the Directorate of Logistics Plans 
and Programs. 
 
 Upon returning to the United States in 1981, Dick was the director of 
Logistics for the  24th North American Aerospace Defense Command Region, at 
Malmstrom Air Force Base in Montana, until April 1983 when he assumed the 
position of Chief of Logistics Plans Branch at Headquarters, Space Command, at 
Peterson Air Force Base, in Colorado.  
 
 In 1982, he earned a Masters degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Northern Colorado.  
 
 In November 1984, Dick was transferred to the 1st Space Support Group, at  
Peterson Air Force Base, as the Deputy Commander for Resource Management, 
and from there he became Deputy Commander for Resource Management of the 1st 
Space Wing.  He was promoted to Colonel on January 31, 1985. 
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 Upon leaving the 1st Space Wing, Dick was assigned the position of 
Command Competition Advocate, Headquarters Air Force Space Command, 
Peterson AFB, CO.  He retired from active duty with 26 years’ service on 
November 1, 1989.  
 
 After his time in the Air Force, Dick became an officer in a company that 
did systems integration for the military and after that, in succession, for two 
companies that focused on maintaining military installations.  He retired in March, 
2010.  He currently lives in Denver, NC. 
  
 Sources: 
  1. Email correspondence with the subject April 4 and 8, 2011. 
  

*** 
 

RICHARD LEO ENDICOTT (May 26, 1943 – January 12, 2010) 
 He was in the U.S. Army in Vietnam.  He is buried in the Family Cemetery 
in Dibble, Oklahoma. 
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 

RICHARD LEROY ENDICOTT (November 14, 1942 – April 30, 1968) 
 Dick was the son of  Mr. and Mrs. Clinton L. Endicott, 1952 Boyd Avenue, 
Casper, Wyoming.   He was in the West Point Class of 1965, a Captain in the US 
Army and commander of C Company, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry (“Golden 
Dragons”), 25th Infantry Division.  His military ID number was OF104722 and his 
Military Occupation Specialty 1542: Infantry Unit Commander. 
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Dick Endicott from his West Point Yearbook 
 

Operation Yellowstone 
 
 Dick started his Vietnam tour on March 3, 1968.   He joined Co C as it was 
operating out of Tay Ninh, South Vietnam, as part of Operation Yellowstone, 
which was a counteroffensive to the NVA/VC Tet Offensive.  Co C was on 
extensive search and destroy operations directed at enemy base camps and staging 
areas. 
 
 Until March 6, little significant action occurred, but the Americans were able 
to destroy some bunker emplacements and small quantities of ammunition.  But at 
10:10 am on March 6 Co A made contact with an unknown number of VC and by 
10:30, had suffered 1 killed and  9 wounded and had requested reinforcements and 
a resupply of ammunition.   
 
 Company C, Dick’s Company, and company D were inserted by air into the 
area of contact and the fighting continued with the aid of nine tactical air strikes 
until 5:30 pm.   By the end of the day, the Americans had suffered 4 killed and 18 
wounded, as compared to the VC losing 19 definitely killed and 9 other possibly 
killed.  
 
 Following the action on March 6, the Battalion participated in local 
heliborne assaults in the Tay Ninh area until March 10, which marked the end of 
Operation Yellowstone.  Thus, Dick had helped the battalion’s activities, which 
were largely responsible for blunting VC/NVA efforts in the Tay Ninh area during 
the enemy's Tet and spring offensive. 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Operation Wilderness 

 
 Following Operation Yellowstone, the Golden Dragons participated in a 
search and destroy operation in the Hobo Woods called Operation Wilderness.  
While contact with the enemy there was not as intense as it had been in Operation 
Yellowstone, the Golden Dragons did discover more enemy weapons caches and 
suffered more personnel injured by booby traps.  
 
 On March 24 companies A, B, and C conducted heliborne assaults and 
shortly after landing, contact was established with a VC/NVA force that later 
turned out to be a well fortified battalion.  After pulling back out of the area of 
contact, US air strikes and artillery were brought in on the enemy positions.   
 
 At 3 pm Companies A and C (Dick’s company) advanced on line with 
Company B in reserve.  Contact was re-established and the fight resumed, with the 
assistance of elements from 2d Battalion, 34th Armor.   
 
 The enemy broke contact at 9:40 pm  and by 11:50 pm  friendly forces swept 
through the enemy's fortifications which were now being illuminated by 
flareships.   The next day, 29 NVA dead were found, whereas the U.S. had 
suffered 12 killed and 47 wounded.  
 
  The lull in the fighting was only temporary, however, for on March 26, 
Companies B and C once again made contact with an enemy force believed to be a 
reinforced company.  Although the two U.S. companies attempted to advance, they 
were ultimately forced to withdraw in the face of withering small arms and rocket-
propelled grenade (RPG) fire.   
 
 U.S. Airstrikes and artillery continued throughout the night, and on the 
following morning 71 dead enemy were found.  Fighting resumed on that day and 
7 more enemy were killed.  
 
 However, further missions failed to develop any additional findings or 
contact with the enemy, so, on March 31, the Battalion ended its participation in 
Operation Wilderness and began participation in Operation Toan Thang I.  
 

Operation Toan Thang I 
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The opening days of April were quiet, but it soon became apparent that VC 
personnel had been moving through the area and utilizing the dense undergrowth 
as hiding places for squad and platoon-sized base camps.   

Major contacts with enemy forces were limited to minor encounters during 
most of April.  Companies A and B established a Battalion defensive perimeter 
southeast of Cu Chi while Company C conducted a bridge security mission at the 
Hoc Mon Bridge and Company D operated out of Cu Chi base camp as a reaction 
force for the Battalion and Cu Chi.    

 On April 30, the Battalion participated in waterborne operations on the 
Saigon River.  After months of heliborne operations, the use of landing craft as a 
mode of transportation was new. Coming ashore in the vicinity of the "Spider 
Web", all maneuver companies initiated a comprehensive search that led to the 
discovery of 23 122mm rockets.   

The mission proceeded with only minor results until 3 pm when Companies 
B and C came under intense enemy small arms and RPG fire.  During the fighting 
that ensued, the Viet Cong lost one killed and one prisoner was taken.  But the two 
U.S. companies suffered 13 wounded and 5 killed, one of whom was Dick 
Endicott, who subsequently was awarded the Silver Star for his gallant actions 
during the encounter.  

Dick’s name  is on panel 53E, line 011 of the Veterans Memorial Wall in 
Washington D.C. He was not married and served our country for 2 years. 

“A friend” wrote this tribute to Dick on a West Point website: 

Hostile death, Vietnam, 30 April 1968. 
Interment: Highland Cemetery, Casper, Wyoming 

Dick WAS A PROUD AND HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER. Duty, 
Honor, Country were not just words; they were his life, and he gave meaning to 
them for all who were privileged to know him. He was a very special person. 
Nothing was ever done part way; he gave his very best whether fighting a battle, 
pulling a rip-cord, listening to a concert, or discussing philosophy in a drawing 
room. Climbing his Wyoming hills, searching for traces of ancient man, it was 
never “how far down below” he was, but “how near the top.” Reading was always 
one of his greatest pleasures, and an honest belief or opinion was worth his 
consideration even if he disagreed with it. Guns were not only part of his 
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profession but a hobby he thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
 It was not a world of yesterdays for Dick but of todays and tomorrows. He 
not only had great faith and confidence but was able to share this with others. His 
was a helping hand when the going was rough; leading, guiding, never impatient, 
always looking ahead. 
 
 To each of us who knew him Dick was wise and understanding beyond his 
years, sincere, dedicated to his ideals and firm in his beliefs. Not content to follow 
the crowds, nor influenced by the whim of others, he was a unique individualist 
who took his honored place in the Long Gray Line with his head held high. 
In his teen-age years he was active in Civil Air Patrol and was awarded an 
exchange trip to England in 1960 for being the outstanding cadet from the state of 
Wyoming. He was also the cadet colonel in high school ROTC at Casper, 
Wyoming during his senior year. In July of 1961, he entered West Point, 
graduating with the Class of 1965. His first station, for 13 months, was in Seoul, 
Korea with the 31st Infantry. While in Korea he earned his black belt in Karate. In 
April 1967 he reported to Ft. Bragg, N. C., with the Raider Detachment, 82d 
Airborne Division. He wore his Parachutist Badge with special pride, and 
“Airborne” was one of his favorite expressions. In March 1968 he reported for 
duty in Vietnam. 
 
 The last call to duty came on 30 April 1968. Captain Richard LeRoy 
Endicott died from wounds received from ground fire in a firefight near Cu Chi, 
South Vietnam. He was Company Commander, Company C, 2d Battalion, 14th 
Infantry (Golden Dragons), 25th Infantry Division. Prior to his death he had been 
cited for gallantry and heroism. He has been posthumously awarded the Silver 
Star, Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, and Combat Infantryman Badge. 
 
 His life, though short, has left us a happy past to remember and a better 
future to work for, trying to be the kind of person he was, truly an inspiration to all 
of us. His community, the State, and the Nation have lost a fine young man. As we 
pay respect to his memory, we are saddened that he is gone, but we are glad that he 
lived. We have the inspiration of his life as our heritage. Let us be glad that we 
called such a man our friend. The words of Edgar A. Guest seem to have been 
written about Dick: 
 
“To take what comes of good or ill  
And cling to faith and honor still  
To do my best and let that stand 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The record of my heart and hand;  
And then, should failure come to me 
Still hope and work for victory.” 
 
—Jeanne Carpenter  
 
 
 Dick’s West Point roommate, Don Hall, posted this about him on October 
11, 2009: 
 
“Dick and I were roommates at West Point.  I appreciated his quiet, intelligent,  
approach to life.   He desired to be the best soldier he could be.  He was such an 
honest person with the highest morals and integrity.  It was an honor to have 
known a legitimate hero.”  

 Sources:  
  1. http://www.west-point.org/users/usma1965/25761/;   
  2. http://defender.west-     
  point.org/service/display.mhtml?u=25761&i=44094 
  2. http://www.virtualwall.org/de/EndicottRL01a.htm 
  3.http://scmilitarymuseum.com/docs/vietnam/1968/May%201968.pdf 
  4. http://www.i-kirk.info/2nd14th/bn1968.html 
   

*** 
ROBERT D. ENDICOTT (October 18, 1943 - April 20, 1997) 
 He was born in Forest Grove, Oregon and graduated from Banks High 
School in 1961.  He served in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War.  In 1981, he 
married Cheryl Ennes, and they lived in Hillsboro.  He was a machinist for Wade 
Manufacturing in Tualatin for 30 years and a member of the Hillsboro United 
Methodist Church. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.htp://groups.yahoo.com/group/Endicott_Gen/message/2329 
 

*** 
 

ROBERT L. ENDICOTT (November 3, 1940 – August 24, 2010) 
 Bob served 22 years in the U.S. Air Force, attaining the rank of Master 
Sergeant.  He was born in Wayne, West Virginia to Howard T. and Zetta (Horne) 
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Endicott, Sr.   After the Air Force, he worked for Lennox Inc. and Creative 
Control. He is buried in the Franklin Hills Memorial Gardens in Winchester, Ohio. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

2.http://www.newcomercolumbus.com/obituary.asp?src=value&obiti 
d=42482&fname=Robert+L&lname=Endicott%2C+Sr&city=Columb
us&st=OH 
 

*** 
RONNEY R. ENDICOTT  (September 4, 1951 – May 6, 1997) 
 He served with the U.S. Navy in Vietnam.  He is buried in the Ferncliff 
Cemetery in Springfield, Ohio. 
 
 Sources: 

1. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
 

SAMUEL CLEVELAND ENDICOTT (1949 - ) 
         Born in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1949, Samuel earned degrees from the 
University of Mississippi (BA) and University of Southern California (MS). 
  
         After teaching middle school in Nettleton, Mississippi, Samuel served on 
active duty with the Army Corps of combat engineers from 1975 -1995, during the 
Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, and Desert Storm  conflicts, although not in those 
combat zones.   He finished as a Major. 
  
         An Army ranger and paratrooper, he trained soldiers to understand the 
tactical implications of battlefield terrain using Wolfe's siege of Quebec as his case 
study.  He is a graduate of the Army’s Command and General Staff Officer’s 
Course and the Navy War College.  After holding several troop commands, he 
taught Leadership, Soviet Military Operations, and Intelligence Preparation of the 
Battlefield at Fort Leavenworth. 
 
 While stationed in Korea, Samuel was involved in the “Axe Murder 
Incident,” of  1976, in which North Koreans used axes to murder two U.S. Army 
officers and thereby threatened to touch off WWIII.  Here is Samuel’s account of 
what happened: 
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 On August 18, 1976 a U.S. Army Captain and Lieutenant, and a Korean 
 officer and about 10 American and Korean workers and security 
 personnel entered the DMZ to trim a tree that blocked their field of 
 observation.  As they started to work on the tree, an angry North 
 Korean Army Lieutenant approached and demanded they stop.  The 
 Captain politely refused and the North Korean summoned 20 more  North 
Korean soldiers, who arrived shortly.  The North Korean  Lieutenant  then again 
ordered the US captain to stop and when he didn’t the North  Korean killed him.  
Then the North Koreans attacked the rest of the group  with axe handles as 
clubs, killing the U.S. lieutenant and wounding many of  the rest of the group.  
 
 That evening at our little O Club, when the news hit, you could hear a  pin 
 drop.  I was told later, that President Ford, upon being given the news at a 
 social function, turned and said, "Chop the tree down!"   
 
    I was third platoon leader of Charlie Company, 2d Engineer Battalion, 2d  
 Infantry Division. The second platoon was assigned the mission to chop 
 the tree down.  I cannot remember what 1st platoon was assigned to, but my 
 platoon was ordered to repair the roads the division would use to reach its 
 assembly area.  
 
 I found several washed out areas in this important road (recent monsoons) 
 and repaired them with large concrete culverts and field expedient 
 sandbagged headwalls.  I remember it being a mountainous area.  In 
 addition to some heavy rains, there was a mountain stream that was adding 
 to the  erosion issue. 
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U.S. Engineers begin the tree cutting 
 
 
       Very few people understand how close the world came to another war  that 
 day (August 21, 1976).  The division mobilized completely, USAF F- 111s 
 flew over from Seattle, Washington and the Marine combat units on 
 Okinawa came up.  
 
 There were helicopter gunships in the air, field artillery was zeroed in, 
 chinstraps were tightened.  The entire 8th Army and ROK Army was  on 
 high alert.  The North Koreans didn't attempt to interfere, declined to knock 
 the chip off our shoulder, and stayed put.  
 
       My friends in second platoon used chainsaws to bring down the tree.  
 
  
         Samuel is also the author of the novel  ”Molly Lake,” in which the teenage 
heroine is caught up in a conflict between France and England and in a male-
dominated military world.   In a subplot, the novel probes the issue of whether 
New France was betrayed, who betrayed it, and motive, means and opportunity. 
 
         Samuel is also a public speaker on topics of colonial America.  Although he 
concentrates on the wars, he also speaks on childhood in colonial America, and to 
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different audiences on the leadership lessons that can be learned from the French 
and Indian War. 
 
         His pastimes include tennis, sailing, and hiking with his golden retriever, 
Lafe. He resides in Hampton, Virginia, with his wife, Elaine. 
 
         Here is Samuel’s lineage in America: 
 * John - 1588-1665 
 * Zerrubbabel - 1635-1684 
 * Joseph - 1672-1747 
 * Joseph - 1711-1749 
 * Thomas - 1737-1831 
 * William - 1778-1811 
 * Aaron - 1808-1869 
 * Lafayette - 1847-1926 
 * Thomas - 1877-1949 
 * Thomas - 1912-1989 (father) 
 * Samuel - 1949-  (Samuel) 
 * Samuel - 1981-  (son) 
 
 Samuel’s father was Thomas Current Endicott, Jr. (see above) who served in 
the Army Air Corps in WWII, stationed in Newfoundland.  His uncle, Howard 
William Endicott (see above) was an Army medic in WWII.  
  
         Sources: 

1. Personal correspondence with the subject on April 1, 2011 
2.  http://www.angelawilliams.net/novel/discover.htm 
3. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Vietnam.html 
4. http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-

bin/GetTRDoc?Location=U2&doc=GetTRDoc.pdf&AD=ADA253
320 

*** 
STEPHEN S. ENDICOTT (May 10, 1949 – March 11, 1995) 
 He was a Private in the U.S. Army.  He is buried in the Fort Rosecrans 
National Cemetery in San Diego, California. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 
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WILLIAM L. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on a list of residents of North Reading, Massachusetts 
who served in the Vietnam War.  
 
 Source: 
 1.www.northreadingma.gov/Pages/NReadingMA_Veteran/memorialli           
stings.pdf 

 
*** 

 
WILLIAM LEE ENDICOTT (January 7, 1955 – June 23, 2007) 
 He was an Airman 1st Class in the U.S. Air Force.  He is buried in the 
Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, Florida. 
 
 Sources: 
  1.  U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 

 
*** 

WILLIAM P. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on a list of Hamilton, Massachusetts residents who were 
veterans of the Vietnam War. 
 
 Sources:  
 1./www.hamiltonma.gov/Pages/HamiltonMA_Veteran/vietnam.pdf 

 
*** 

 
WILLIAM THORNDIKE ENDICOTT (October 7, 1945 - ) 
 Bill was in the Marine Corps Reserve and is the author of this book.  His 
father, also a William Endicott, was in the Army Air Force in WWII (see above).  
His great uncle, Thorndike Howe Endicott, was an ambulance driver in the French 
army in WWI (see above). 
 
 Bill was born in Boston, and grew up in North Andover, Massachusetts.  He 
is a graduate of the Phillips Exeter Academy (1964), Harvard College (1968) and 
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government (1976). 
 
 He had several careers, all unwinding more or less simultaneously.  First, the 
military one.  It took him a number of tries to become an officer in the Marines.  
Since he had been in an automobile accident in the early 1960s and suffered 
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broken ribs and a punctured lung, an affliction known as a “pneumothorax,” in 
1968 he was declared ineligible for any military service. 
 
 After many years as an athlete – varsity letter in rowing at Harvard, U.S. 
Team in Whitewater Canoeing in 2 World Championships – by 1973 he was able 
to convince doctors to write letters stating that he had obviously overcome the 
pneumothorax injury.  With these letters he was able pass the physical to get into 
the Marines. 
 
 But then his eyesight – 20:200 without glasses – prevented him from 
becoming an officer, so he entered as a Private.  After a number of years and 
almost all meritorious promotions to Sergeant, he was given a direct commission to 
First Lieutenant and assigned to the Pentagon as a General’s aide (because of his 
Congressional experience – see next paragraph).  He was ultimately discharged in 
1982 as a Captain.   Over the course of his service in the Marines he served in 
various billets -- infantryman, interrogator-translator (he knew French, German, 
Italian, and Russian), and Civil Affairs. 
 
 His second career was in U.S. politics and government.  Starting in 1970 and 
intermittently for the next 30 years he served for many years and in many 
capacities in the U.S. House of Representatives – campaign aide, administrative 
aide, legislative director, and analyst for Congressional organizations.  He also 
worked at the Democratic National Committee, in the Clinton Small Business 
Administration and finally in the Clinton White House as the Director of Research 
and Analysis for the Office of Political Affairs.  One of his chores in that job was 
by 8 p.m. every Friday to submit a single-spaced, 10-page round up of domestic 
political happenings that his office thought President Clinton needed to know 
about.  At other times he would accompany the President on Air Force One to 
political events in other states.   He wrote a book about his political experiences 
called “Political Jobs in Washington,” published by John Wiley and Sons in 2003.  
 
 His third career also started in 1970 as an athlete on the U.S.Whitewater 
Canoe and Kayak team where he was a U.S. National Champion, a participant in 2 
World Championships (highest place: 9th) and as a Alternate on the 1972 U.S. 
Olympic Team.  Subsequently he became coach of the team, coaching athletes who 
won 57 medals in World Championship, World Cup or Olympic Competition, 27 
of them gold, including 2 Olympic Champions.  He later became an NBC 
Commentator for the 1996 and 2008 Olympics, wrote 5 technical books about the 
sport that were translated into several foreign languages, was a guest coach in 6 
foreign countries including the Soviet Union.  He was also a consultant to the 
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Peoples’ Republic of China and Great Britain in the lead-ups to their Olympic 
Games. 
 
 He married Abigail Bingham in 1965, both of them being 19 at the time.   In 
2006 a U.S. postage stamp was issued honoring her father’s work in rescuing Jews 
and others as a diplomat during WWII.  Her grandfather was the discoverer of 
Peru’s Machu Picchu, “the Lost city of the Incas,” and later a Republican Governor 
and a U.S. Senator from Connecticut.   Her uncle, Jonathan Bingham, was a 
Democratic U.S. Congressman from the Bronx and helped Bill get started in 
politics.  
  
 Abbie and Bill have one son, Samuel Bingham Endicott, who is literally a 
“rock star,” having been the singer-songwriter for a band called “The Bravery.”  
He has played in several dozen foreign countries and had 2 recordings go gold and 
one go platinum. 
 
 Bill wrote “Endicotts in the Military” over a number of years, with great 
assistance from the internet.  Perhaps one experience summarizes the excitement 
and coincidences of the project more than any other.   In researching George 
William Endicott, a U.S. Marine killed on Iwo Jima, Bill came across another Bill 
Endicott in California who was formerly a reporter for the San Francisco Bee. 
“Bee” Endicott had written something on the Internet about his father being at Iwo 
Jima during WWII and seeing the U.S. flag go up on Mount Suribachi.  So author 
Bill tracked “Bee” Endicott down and asked him whether his father was George 
William Endicott.  No, the answer came back, his father’s name was William O. 
Endicott and he had been in the Navy at Iwo Jima.  Then Bee said, “Are you any 
relationship to William Endicott, the pro baseball player who was with the Saint 
Louis Cardinals when they won the World Series in 1946?”  That led to 
interviewing William Franklin Endicott, who was one of the oldest pro baseball 
players still living and when it was determined that World Series Bill Endicott had 
served in the U.S. Army in England during WWII, there was yet another entry for 
“Endicotts in the Military.” 
 
 Sources: 
 1.  The author himself. 

 
*** 

VARIANT SPELLINGS 
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RONNIE DENZIL ENDECOTT (February 18, 1947 – December 22, 1985) 
 He served in Vietnam as a Cryptologic Technician Third Class (CT3) with 
the US. Navy.  He is buried in the Willamette National Cemetery in Portland 
Oregon.   He was the son of Roy Denzil Endecott and Geraldine Frances 
Mossman.  
 
 Sources: 
 

1. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Endicott_Gen/message/2249 
2. www.locategrave.org/l/5173940/Ronnie-Denzil-Endecott-OR 

 
*** 

 
OTHER ENDICOTT DESCENDANTS IN THE VIETNAM WAR 
 
ROBERT JAMES ARKLEY (June 3, 1930 – September 20, 2012) 
 Bob was born in Burlington, Vermont, the son of Floyd J. and Marion 
Killam Arkley.  He was a graduate of Burlington High School,  the University of 
Vermont in 1952 (BA) and the University of Arizona in 1973 (MA).  He served in 
the U. S. Army in Korea and Vietnam after doing ROTC at the University of 
Vermont.   He was a Special Forces officer (Green Beret) in Viet Nam, Okinawa, 
Germany, and various stations in the USA.  He was a recipient of the Bronze Star 
with 2 Oak Leave Clusters, the U.S. Army Air Medal for 25 combat missions and 
the Legion of Merit.  He learned Chinese at the Army's language school in 
Monterey, California and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel.  After leaving the Army 
he managed a successful real estate business in Waterbury, Vermont and became 
president of the national association of realtors. 
  
 He is the brother of John Endecott Arkley (see above), both of whom are 
11th generation descendants of Governor John Endecott.  He is also the father of 
Stephen Rockingham Arkley (see below).  His descent from Governor John 
Endecott via Grace Endecott, daughter of Zerubbabel Endecott and Benjamin 
Killam is as follows: Benjamin Killam and Sarah Foster had a son named Moses 
Killam.  He married Tyrrhena Whitney and they had a son named Joseph Whitney 
Killam.  He married Alice Killam (his first cousin) and they had a son named 
Albert Killam.  Albert married Mary Jane Peters and they had a daughter named 
Marion Endecott Killam.  Marion married Floyd James Arkley and they had two 
sons, John Endecott Arkley and Robert James Arkley.  Robert married Margery 
Shonio and they had a son named Stephen Rockingham Arkley.  
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 Sources: 
  1.  Emails from Martha Pike  on September 5 and 18, and October  
     22, 2012.  

*** 
 
DAVID WILLIAM BLACKLEDGE (March 10, 1930 - )  
  Dave retired as a U.S. Army colonel in 1983, having served overseas in 
Germany, Korea, Okinawa, Thailand and Vietnam.  He is the son of Army Captain 
William Clinton Blackledge (see WWII section), brother of Lieutenant Robert 
Donald Blackledge (see Cold War section), and the father of retired Army Major 
general David Noel Blackledge, (see War in Iraq section) and William Dean 
Blackledge, also a retired Colonel (see Iraq War section).   
 

In his youth Dave was an internee in the Japanese internment camps at Santo 
Tomas University in Manila and, later, at Los Baños, Philippines, during WWII. 
He was 10 years old when the war started and 15 when it ended. He was interned 
with his mother, Helen Louise Van Curen Blackledge, and younger brother, Bob.  
His father, Bill Blackledge, was a US Army Officer who was in the Bataan Death 
March and did not survive captivity (see WWII section).  Dave and family were 
liberated in a daring airborne raid on the Los Baños camp by the 11th Airborne 
Division and Filipino guerrillas, February 23, 1945. 
 Dave’s lineage from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 

Gov. John Endecott (1588-1665)   
Zerubbabel Endecott (1635-1684) 
Joseph Endecott (1672-1747) 
Thomas Endecott (1737-1831) 
Thomas Endecott (1771-1836), 
Malinda Grubbs (1804-1884) 
America Amos (1829-1911) 
Amos Blacklidge (1865-1913) (not a spelling error) 
William C. Blackledge (1905-1945) 
David W. Blackledge (1930-  ) 

 
Dave’ s story 

 
Dave was born in Cincinnati, Ohio and spent the first 3 years of his life in 

Warsaw Indiana.  His parents Bill and Helen graduated from Indiana University in 
1929 prepared to be teachers.  However, American depression laws in most states 
precluded married couples from teaching in the same school district.  So, in 1931, 
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they signed up for a U.S. Government program providing American teachers to 
enhance education in the Philippines.  Dave's maternal grandmother, with whom he 
had been left, brought him to the Philippines in 1933 after Bill had become the 
principal of the Lingayen high school in northern Luzon.  In addition to her 
teaching position, his mother also homeschooled Dave in the first grade.  After his 
younger brother, Bob, was born in 1937, the family decided to move to Manila for 
better access to health care.   
 

Interned  
 

 The details of how Dave’s father, William C. Blackledge, joined the U.S. 
Army once in the Philippines, was captured on Bataan, and survived the Bataan 
Death March, only to die as a POW in Japan, is recounted in the WWII section.   
 
 After they captured Manila on 2 January 1942, the Japanese promptly 
rounded up allied civilians for internment at Santo Tomas University.  Not 
prepared to cope with the huge number, the Japanese were initially lenient in 
approving exemptions.  Helen, Dave and Bob were permitted to stay in an 
apartment caring for an invalid tenant whose husband was interned.  All the local 
schools were closed during the initial months of the Japanese occupation so Helen 
tutored several students to support her family.   
 
 The only word they heard about father Bill Blackledge came from one of his 
former students who had accompanied him to Bataan, but had gotten out before the 
Japanese captured it.  He then became part of the Filipino underground and was 
one of those who smuggled notes, money and even medicine from Helen to Bill at 
the risk of their own lives.   
 

Dave and family move to Japanese prison camp 
 
 One night, shortly after the fall of Corregidor on 8 May 1942, a uniformed 
Japanese officer (who, posing as a civilian businessman, may have known Bill in 
pre-war Manila) showed up at the apartment and warned Helen that she was 
suspected of having contact with the underground.  He recommended that Helen 
and her children voluntarily enter the Santo Tomas internment camp rather than 
risk being taken in for questioning.  The family promptly did so and remained there 
until being transferred to the Los Baños camp that was established to accommodate 
increasing numbers of internees consolidated from ten camps scattered throughout 
the island into just three, Santo Tomas, Los Baños and Bilibid.   
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Helen takes over Dave’s class 
 

The internee leadership in Los Baños already had school being conducted 
when Dave’s family arrived.  However, many of the children had been so unruly 
that many experienced teachers decided that it was easier to perform other tasks.  
After three teachers had quit teaching Dave’s 6th grade class, his mom walked in 
one morning as the new teacher!   
 

She told the class that no one could predict how long they might be interned. 
It was their decision whether to continue their education or be behind when life 
returned to normal.  She was there to teach those who chose to learn.  Helen never 
had any disciplinary problems after that.   
 
 Dave says the Japanese administration initially left day-to-day 
administration of the camp to appointed internee leaders. But after many internee 
complaints, most were replaced by election.  In retrospect, Dave says internee 
leadership was a thankless task, dealing with internee petty gripes and internal 
squabbles while trying to negotiate genuine concerns with the Japanese.   
 
 Dave said that the shanties mentioned in the Delilah Endicott story (see 
WWII section) were not where most people lived, but rather just those with money.  
He said 90% of the people had no privacy since, like his mother, they could not 
afford to construct shanties. 
 

Conditions worsen 

 On 1 February, 1944, the comparatively lenient Japanese administrators, 
most of whom were not career military, were replaced by the Kempeitei, the 
hostile Japanese military police, similar to the Nazi Gestapo.   With the war going 
badly and the Japanese having their own logistic problems, they showed no interest 
in the most basic internee concerns such as food shortages.  Conditions 
deteriorated so badly that by the end of September, 1944 when American war 
planes reappeared in the sky, the rising death rate from starvation made internees 
wonder if they would survive to experience liberation. By the start of 1945 school 
ended as neither the teachers nor the students had energy to spare.  

 
The day he was freed 
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 The following is the transcription of a 2012 oral description Dave gave 
about the day (23 February 1945) he was freed, while sitting with two of the men 
who had freed him on either side of him: 
 

So, we had this rice.  And somebody estimated we probably spent more 
energy husking that rice to the point where we could cook and eat it than the 
food value we got out of it.  But anyway, at least it gave you something to 
fill the stomach and get rid of some of the hunger pangs.  But the 
handwriting was on the wall, this was it.  What are we going to do next?  By 
the way, the Japanese soldiers weren't eating all that well themselves.  They 
were having trouble getting their own rations. (This doesn’t excuse their 
preventing internee access to the plentiful tropical fruit available in the 
vicinity nor the guards trading food for internee valuables.) 
 
Three men, one named Peter Miles, an engineer, made a sketch of the camp 
and where every guard post and outpost was and what it was manned with, 
snuck out one night.   
 
It wasn't difficult getting out of camp.  The problem was getting back in 
because if you missed either evening roll call or morning roll call, you could 
never come back - they'd shoot you.   
 
And so, they snuck out and they had made contact with Filipinos locally and 
got to 11th Airborne headquarters.  Peter Miles provided his sketch map so 
the Division staff finalized, practically on the spot, the rescue plan. 
 
The Japanese had ordered the digging of these big unexplained trenches out 
in front of the barracks apparently for drainage.  Subsequently some claim 
that they had been given orders to shoot us at roll call rather than let us be 
freed.  
 
Orders had been found, from Japan, directing the massacre of POWs to 
prevent their rescue. We don't know whether Saadaki Konishi who, although 
nominally 2nd in command, actually was running the camp (after the war he 
was executed as a war criminal ––ed) construed this as including internees.  
I personally don't believe they intended to do so that morning at roll call 
because they were going through their normal routine that morning.   
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7 o'clock half the garrison was manning the outposts and the other half was 
doing calisthenics, with their rifles stacked.  It was the perfect time to attack 
and the 11th Airborne was told this. 
 
I was out there at 6:45. We had a water shortage because the camp had never 
been planned to hold as many people as it did.  So, the water taps were on 
for about an hour in the morning and an hour in the evening.   
 
But I'm out there with my little brother with pottery jugs waiting at a tap.  
I'm standing in line and there's probably 15-20 people in front of me and 
another 10 or so behind me.  And it's getting closer and closer to 7 o'clock 
and about 5 minutes to 7, a shot rings out down towards the town. 
 
And there's silence and we hear the Japanese yelling at each other, what's 
going on.  Nothing further after the shot so nothing seemed to happen.   
 
One of the men standing in front of me about halfway between me and the 
water jug, says "I don't know what's going on, but I think everybody better 
get back to the barracks."  
 
And thank goodness he did, because I barely got back to the barracks before 
we hear the sound of planes and we look up there and here comes this 
formation of 9 C-47s and all of a sudden, things start coming out of the sides 
of them.   
 
And the first thing I yelled was "They're dropping food to us!" These 
parachutes open and we see something dangling and we thought food, food.  
Then we saw it was people.  
 
About the time we recognized these were paratroopers, all hell breaks loose, 
shooting left and right all around the place. The Filipinos on this 
mountainside come charging down. 
 
They're shooting from the hip (stands up and demonstrates), just spraying 
ammunition all over the place.   
 
The paratroopers land just outside camp, regroup and come in.  All of a 
sudden, the shooting stops.  What's happening?   
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One outpost at the front gate held out for a while and then it got knocked 
out.  Then, not a sound. 
 
And all of a sudden, we hear boots in the middle of our barracks, tramp, 
tramp, tramp.  None of us were in shoes.  If you heard boots it was soldiers, 
you know.   
 
Are they American or are they Japanese?  Somebody opens up their cubicle 
and looks outside says "Americans!" These great big huge guys, healthy, 
well-fed, things hanging all over them.  What was their reaction?  "Kids get 
out of our way there's a war going on!" 

 
Back in the States 

 
 After being freed, Dave, his mother and brother returned to the US on a 
military transport in April 1945.  Dave says he had nothing to wear but an Army 
uniform, without insignia, as the Red Cross didn't have anything that fit. 
 
 His grandmother picked them up in Los Angeles and took them to Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, to where she had moved from Warsaw.  
 
 Dave took a test to verify what grade he should be in and enrolled in high 
school.   
 

Helen went back to teaching, later becoming a school principal, serving as 
President of the Indiana State Teachers' Association and on the National Education 
Association Board. She was honored as Distinguished Alumna of the Indiana 
University School of Education and lived to be 107.  
 
 Brother Bob was a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army chemical corps for 2 years 
after graduating from the Citadel (see ____ section) and then he became a retired 
forensic chemist, living in El Cajon, CA.   
 

Joining the Army 
 
 After graduating from high school in 1949, during that summer, Dave got a 
job as signalman's helper on the railroad.  It was the highest paying summer job he 
could find but also made him realize that he didn’t want to do that for the rest of 
his life.   
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 So, he buckled down and was the Army ROTC top cadet his freshman year 
at Purdue University.  He graduated from Purdue with honors with a BS in 
Political Science in 1953.  He was then considering a Foreign Service career but, 
when he asked when he could expect to start, he was told it would take about a 
year. 
 
 Being engaged to be married, Dave couldn't wait to start a real career.  So, 
being a Distinguished Military Graduate, he accepted a Regular Army commission 
and started his military career the same week he married the love of his life, Diana 
“Nan” Wiley. 
 

Colonel Phuc 
 
 Dave then had a 30-year career as a US Army officer from 1953-1983.  His 
serial number was 068905.  Here are some of the highlights of his military career. 
 

The Army allowed him to earn a Master's degree in American history from 
Rutgers University in 1965 while he was a ROTC instructor at Rutgers.  His next 
assignment was on the staff of IX Corps on Okinawa. There, he applied to become 
an evening instructor for the University of Maryland overseas program.  He then 
found himself reassigned to Bangkok to prepare and take part in a multinational 
exercise.  He found he still had time to teach in Bangkok about 20 students for one 
semester but then declined a second semester since his military duty would have 
kept him too busy.  
 
 In 1971, then Lt. Colonel Dave arrived in the Mekong Delta in Vietnam as 
advisor to the senior Vietnamese artillery officer in the IV Corp,  Colonel Phuc.  At 
their initial meeting, Colonel Phuc asked: "What advice have you brought me?"  
Diplomatically Dave replied, "My task is to do whatever I can to assist you and to 
learn from you.” Colonel Phuc said "That's good because you'll be my 23rd 
advisor, including the French!"  
 
 Dave had a number of escapades with Colonel Phuc.  Once their American 
Huey helicopter landed near one of the Vietnamese artillery units firing in support 
of an intense battle.  An American captain, who had spotted the helicopter’s 
arrival, raced up with a badly wounded Vietnamese officer in his jeep and 
demanded the helicopter’s use to fly his counterpart to the nearest field hospital.  
Without conferring with Colonel Phuc, Dave promptly replied, “Go.”  Colonel 
Phuc was noncommittal during the hour they were stranded without transportation 
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but the incident clearly cemented their growing friendship.  (Dave hopes the 
audacious unidentified captain went on to become a general.) 
 

Another time they landed at a firebase that was in danger of being overrun.  
Colonel Phuc got into a heated discussion with the Vietnamese Special Forces 
Colonel in charge there. When Dave later asked what it was about, Colonel Phuc 
angrily said: "He wanted a bribe to protect my cannoneers." (Colonel Phuc was 
appointed governor of Sa Dec province shortly before the end of Dave’s return to 
the US.  He was an honest man who loved his country so Dave hopes that he and 
his family survived the Communist takeover.) 

 
From worst to best 

 
 After Vietnam, Dave went to the Pentagon from 1973-1975 –– the most 
frustrating assignment he had in his military career.  As director of current 
operations for Southeast Asia during America’s withdrawal from Vietnam, he 
found it to be two years of high stress and low morale.  No matter how much was 
known about North Vietnamese truce violations and the deteriorating situation, the 
decision already had been made in the White House to end U.S. involvement 
regardless. 
 

Selected for promotion to colonel and attendance at the National War 
College, Dave subsequently commanded a field artillery brigade of five battalions 
at Fort Sill and later became the deputy commander of III Corps Artillery there.  
 

Administrator at a law school 
 
 Dave‘s last five Army years were as Director of National Security Studies 
on the faculty of the Army War College, in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  He says this 
was his most enjoyable military assignment both from a family and professional 
perspective.  He and his wife wanted to continue living in Carlisle so he began a 
second 17 year career as the Director of Financial Aid (and Admissions as well a 
year later) of what was then the Dickinson School of Law and is now the Penn 
State School of Law, also in Carlisle. 
 
 How'd he get into the law business since he wasn't a lawyer?  Dave: "They 
were looking for an administrator and I was confident that I could do whatever was 
required.” 
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 When he reached age 70 Dave decided it was time to retire.  Later, when 
reviewing the law school regulations, he saw that 70 was mandatory retirement age 
anyway.  But no one had mentioned it at the time.  
 

Genealogy is Dave's hobby so he's a member of the John Endecott Family 
Association.  He jointly published a book Blackledges in America (1st edition, 1 
volume in 2002, 2nd edition in 3 volumes in 2013), which is in several libraries 
around the USA and free on line.  (He's on page 396 and 509.) He's also authored 
articles and book reviews in books and magazines.   
 
 Dave and wife Nan had 4 children:  David Noel Blackledge (see War in Iraq 
section); William Dean Blackledge (see ___ section); Alan Keith Blackledge, and 
Naomi Karen Searle.   
 

Dave is an Airborne Ranger whose military decorations include the Air 
Medal, Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with two 
0ak leaf clusters and the US Army Field Artillery’s Order of St. Barbara medal.  
He also is recognized in the Purdue University Army ROTC Hall of Fame and in 
Who’s Who in American Education since 1993.  
 
 Sources: 

1. Personal email correspondences with David W. Blackledge.  Personal 
interview 12-23-20.  

2. https://www.facebook.com/WW2ABHistoricalCo/posts/col-david-
blackledge-in-the-center-was-a-los-banos-internee-in-japanese-
occupied/385746334811821/ 

 
*** 

 
GORDON STEWART HARMON  
 Gordon was the President of the Endicott-Endecott Family Association, and 
a retired Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army Special Forces/Special Operations.  
He retired in 1996 after serving for 29 years on active duty and in the Army 
Reserves.   He had been a practicing family historian and genealogist since 1977 
when he began to ask his paternal grandmother about his Italian heritage. 
 
 Growing up in Arkansas and Oklahoma, Gordon completed his 
undergraduate degree from Northeastern State University and obtained his 
graduate degree at the University of Oklahoma. 
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 In the Army, he was a graduate of the Command and General Staff College 
and did tours in Viet Nam and later, in Operation Desert Storm (Gulf War) and 
Operation Enduring Freedom (Bosnia) where he served with the Special 
Operations Command, Europe. 
 
 He taught as an Assistant Professor at the University of Kentucky, Colleges 
of Medicine (Department of Community Medicine) and Allied Health (Department 
of Community Health).  He served on the faculty with the Academy of Health 
Sciences, Department of the Army and U.S. Army Reserve Schools where he 
taught the Officers Advanced Course. 
 
 Following his passion in family history and genealogy and a desire to pursue 
professional genealogy, he has published several copyrighted books and articles on 
his family history and other family surnames including client’s genealogical 
research reports.  
 
 In December, 2006, he completed the requirements for the Certificate 
Program with the Heritage Genealogy College based in Salt Lake City and is now 
on the faculty there.  From 2008-2010, he was a member of the Adjunct Faculty of 
Akamai University (headquarters in Hawaii) in the Bachelor of Arts and the 
Masters of Arts Genealogical Studies Programs.   
 
 He resided in Springfield, Missouri. 
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.endecott-endicott.com/Board.aspx 
 

*** 
 

TEDDY HOLLIS SANFORD, JR. (August 16, 1942 -  ) 
 Teddy, Jr. is the son of Major General Teddy Hollis Sanford, Sr. (see above) 
and like his father, Teddy Jr. is a retired Army officer (Lieutenant Colonel in 
Teddy, Jr.’s case), having served in Vietnam. 
  
 He was the first child born to a member of the Army’s 82nd Airborne 
Division.  He grew up on Army bases at Fort Hood, Texas, El Paso, Texas, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, Fort Bragg, North Carolina, Sapporo Tokyo, Sendai, and 
Beppu, all in Japan, Fort Monroe, Virginia, and Fort Shafter, Hawaii.  
 
 While at Fort Shafter, he attended the University of Hawaii and joined the 
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ROTC.  After Summer Camp at Fort Lewis, Washington, he was allowed to apply 
for a commission in the Regular Army after graduating a year later, which he did, 
entering the Army as a Second Lieutenant in 1964.  
 
 In 1966, he served in Vietnam as a reconnaissance platoon leader in the 1st 
Squadron, 9th Cavalry Regiment, of the 1st Air Cavalry Division.  It was the first 
air cavalry squadron in the world, and the first to see combat.   During his tour, he 
fought in 17 engagements and made a number of helicopter-borne assaults.  “My 
first tour in Vietnam can be described as short, brutal, and bloody,” he says. 
 
 One of his early assignments was providing security for graves registration 
teams to remove bodies of U.S. troops killed in action – “I felt much better after 
we got away from that area.” 
 
 During Operation Masher/White Wing, which began in late January 1966, 
he was involved in several patrols to try to drive off the enemy who were firing on 
U.S. helicopters, “but they simply withdrew into the mountains.” 
 
 On February 1, while making an airmobile assault, his 13 man 
reconnaissance patrol was ambushed by a much larger enemy force and several of 
his men were killed, but they held on until relief forces landed. 
 
 The firefight continued, however, and U.S. 105mm artillery round “landed 
short” in the middle of his formation and blasted Teddy to the ground, causing him 
to be out of action for the next three days with a minor concussion.  
 
 When he returned to the unit, he participated in an ambush of the enemy, 
killing 10-15 of them.  
 
 On February 15, he participated in a helicopter landing to help a platoon 
under fire by the enemy.   After landing, Teddy’s platoon came under heavy fire 
and lost more men killed and wounded.   During the night his and another platoon 
beat off sporadic enemy attacks.  This effectively ended his combat during 
Operation Masher/White Wing.  
 
 A week later, while  his unit was providing convoy escorts to engineer and 
supply units, there were frequent small fire fights, but U.S. air dominance 
prevented major enemy attacks and, while he had several men wounded, none of 
them were killed.  
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 Soon thereafter, while cutting away brush to reopen an old French road from 
Dak To the tri-border area where Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos meet,  a landmine 
did serious damage to his infantry vehicle, blowing the troops on board free, and 
causing serious injuries to the driver’s legs.  
 
 Three weeks after that, while eating dinner in an engineers’ mess hall,  
the camp’s pet tiger wondered through the door and sat in the corner and eyed 
them throughout the course of the meal.  “It is difficult to eat when you are being 
looked at like you might be dessert.” 
 
 Toward the end of April, Teddy’s unit was part of operation “Davy 
Crockett,” and fought a daylong series of skirmishes with small numbers of enemy 
troops.  
 
 On May 4, they conducted a major attack against enemy troops entrenched 
in a village.   His platoon came under “friendly fire,” but luckily no one was hit.  
On May 5, his and other units attacked a company of Vietnamese mechanized 
infantry.   Teddy’s platoon quickly came under mortar fire and an 82mm mortar 
round landed near him killing several men and “my combat days were over.”  After 
only four months of combat, he was then evacuated to a military hospital in Japan, 
was there for several weeks and then returned to the United States.  
 
 However, after nearly three years of stateside duty including command of a 
tank company, he again returned to Vietnam in 1969 and served on the Intelligence 
Staff of General Creighton Abrams at the Headquarters of the U.S. Military 
Assistance Command – Vietnam (USMACV).  
 
 Teddy found this to be “a fascinating assignment and I was present when all 
of the strategic decisions regarding President Nixon’s Vietnamization plan were 
formulated.”  
 
 Compared to my first tour, this one was marked with dodging frequent 
 missile attacks launched against Saigon and the occasional satchel 
 charge delivered by terrorist elements from motorcycles.  Once, while 
 staying in an old hotel a satchel charge was thrown through the front door 
 and caused quite an explosion. I moved to a larger facility, the  Missouri, 
 after that.  
 
 One of the jobs that gave him particular satisfaction was marking target 
locations for B-52 bombers flying against the same enemy regiments he had 



 872 

previously fought against earlier. 
 
 I remember the day that I left Vietnam for the last time. The invasion  of 
 Cambodia was underway, and Saigon was once again being shelled. A 
 rocket round hit near the runway just as we were taking off and we all held 
 our breath until we passed through the clouds and  banked toward home. 
 There were tears and loud cheers. We had survived.  
 
 Back in the United States in 1970, Teddy was assigned to the Combat 
Developments Command Armor Agency where over 3 years he helped write the 
requirements documentation for a new tank which became the Abrams tank, the 
backbone of American power in the Gulf War of the early 1990s and later the key 
to combat success during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  
 
  In 1973, he was a student at the Army Command and General Staff College.  
Most of his remaining assignments in the Army were either in Research and 
Development or Intelligence.  He served three years in the Directorate of Scientific 
and Technical Intelligence at the Defense Intelligence Agency where he handled 
all intelligence related to foreign tanks and other armored combat vehicles.  
 
 Along the way, he served two tours in Korea and there met his future wife, 
Jeannie Hwang in Seoul.  “After gaining the approval of her family, not an easy 
task, and fighting our way through all the impediments to international marriages 
that existed at the time, we were married on 23 May 1975.”  They had two 
children, Teddy H. Sanford, III and Katherine Sarah Sanford.  
 
 Unfortunately, Teddy never fully recovered physically from his first tour in 
Vietnam and in 1986 was retired and put on the Permanent Disability Retired List.  
During 22 years of active service, he was awarded the Legion of Merit, Bronze 
Star, Purple Heart, two Defense Meritorious Service Medals, two Army 
Meritorious Service Medals, two Joint Service Commendation Medals, and three 
Army Commendation Medals as well as the Gallantry Cross from the Republic of 
Vietnam. 
 
 After retiring from the Army in 1986 he became a representative of first 
Honeywell Defense, and later their spin-off  company, Alliant Techsytems.  He 
also became active in politics, “which I hate,” and was once the local president of 
the Rotary Club.   He is also a past president of the Endicott-Endecott Family 
Association. 
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 His descent from Governor John Endecott is as follows: 
 

9. Governor John Endecott (1588 – 1665) 
10. Zerubbabel Endecott (1635 – 1684) 
11. Joseph Endecott (1672 – 1747) 
12. Joseph Endecott (1711- 1748) 
13. Thomas Endicott (1737 – 1831) 
14. Joseph Endicott (1761 – 1827) 
15. William Endicott 
16. Richard B. Endicott (1814 - ?) 
17. George Washington Endicott (1855- 1927) 
18. Cora Francis Endicott (1878-1965) married John Thomas Sanford 

(1856-1919) 
19. Teddy Hollis Sanford (1907 – 1992) 
20.  Teddy Hollis Sanford, Jr. (1942 - ) 

 
 Sources: 

1. http://myrootsaredeep.blogspot.com/2010/04/hannah-endecott.html 
*** 

 
 

GULF WAR È 
 
 The Gulf War was waged from August 2, 1990 – February 28, 1991 by a 
U.N.-authorized Coalition force from 34 nations led by the United States, Britain, 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt against Iraq in response to Iraq's invasion and annexation 
of Kuwait. 
 
 The war began on August 2, 1990 when Iraq invaded Kuwait.  After world 
condemnation and economic sanctions failed to remove Iraq, Coalition forces 
began a military operation against Iraq called Operation Desert Storm, which 
began on January 17, 1991 and lasted until February 28 
 
 Desert Storm culminated in a 100-hour ground assault from February 24- 28.  
This was a decisive Coalition victory and Kuwait was liberated.  As Coalition 
forces started to enter Iraq, they declared a cease-fire.  
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 Aerial and ground combat was confined to Iraq, Kuwait, and areas on Saudi 
Arabia's border with Iraq firing Scud missiles against Coalition military targets in 
Saudi Arabia and against Israel. 
 
 The war saw the beginning of live news from the front lines led by the U.S. 
network CNN.  The war has also earned the nickname the Video Game War 
because of the daily broadcast images on board the U.S. bombers during Operation 
Desert Storm that resembled video games. 
 
 Saudi Arabia paid $36 billion of the U.S.’s $60 billion cost of the war.  
Coalition forces lost 392 killed and 776 wounded, while Iraq lost 20,000 – 35,000 
killed. 
 
 
 Key battles included: 
 
January 17 - ? 1991 
AERIAL BOMBARDMENT.  This began the general coalition offensive called 
Dessert Storm.  The coalition flew over 100,000 sorties, dropping 88,500 tons of 
bombs and destroying the Iraqi air force, anti-aircraft facilities, communications 
centers, and military targets.  The U.S. lost 75 aircraft in the campaign. 
 
January 29-31 
KHAFJI.  Iraqi tanks and infantry attacked and occupied the lightly defended 
Saudi city of Khafji.  The battle ended two days later when the Iraqis were driven 
back by the Saudi Arabian National Guard and U.S. Marines, supported by Qatari 
forces.  
 
February 15-20 
WADI-Al-BATIN.  This was a feint designed to fool the Iraqis into thinking the 
main coalition assault would come there, from the south, thus enabling the 
coalition to launch the main  “Hail Mary” offensive elsewhere, from the west.  
This feint consisted of Operations Berm Buster, Red Storm, and Knight Strike. 
 
February 23 - 28 1991 
GROUND ASSAULT.  150,000 coalition troops attacked Iraq.  The battle lasted 
only 100 hours, resulting in a decisive coalition victory, the liberation of Kuwait 
and coalition forces advancing into Iraq, after which a truce was declared. Aerial 
and ground combat was confined to Iraq, Kuwait, and the border of Saudi Arabia.  
Iraq launched Scud missiles against coalition military targets in Saudi Arabia and 
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Israel but without great effect.  They were countered by Patriot Missile attacks. 
 
 On February 26, Iraqi troops began retreating from Kuwait, after they had 
set 737 of its oil fields on fire.  A long convoy of retreating Iraqi troops traveled 
along the main Iraq-Kuwait highway and was bombed so extensively by Coalition 
air forces that it came to be known as the Highway of Death.  Coalition forces 
chased the Iraqis back into Iraq, coming to within 150 miles of Baghdad before 
withdrawing from the Iraqi border.  This is when the truce was declared. 
 
ENDICOTTS SERVING DURING THE GULF WAR  
 
 
CADE ENDACOTT 
 He served in the U.S. Navy on destroyers for 10 years (1987-1997).   He is a 
descendant of John Ashbury Endacott (January 10, 1865 – December 22, 1934), 
who was born in Plymouth, Devon, England, emigrated to America, and by 1887 
was a Methodist preacher in  Eudora, Kansas.  He is the son of Mark Atlas 
Endacott (see above) a nephew of Jack Endacott (see above) and Ellen Marie 
Endacott (see above) and cousin of both  Lawrence Endacott (see below) and 
Steven Endacott (see below).  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/estes_park_news/epn3-26-
10webfile/2010032501/24.html 

*** 
 
GEORGE WOODHULL ENDICOTT IV 
 George served in the U.S. Army as a Combat Medic.  He joined the Army in 
June 1988.  He served in the Persian Gulf War (Operations Desert Shield and 
Storm), Operation Provide Comfort in Northern Iraq, Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Bosnia, 1995-1996, in support of the implementation of the Dayton Peace 
Accords and was deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom three times, the 
most recent ending in November 2008.  George has been awarded the Combat 
Action Badge, the Combat Medical Badge twice and Bronze Star twice for actions 
in combat.  Additionally he was inducted into the Order of Military Medical Merit. 
 
 Sources:  

1. http://www.angelfire.com/ky/Endicott/Gulf.html 
 

*** 
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VARIANT SPELLINGS 
 
LAWRENCE ENDACOTT 
 He was a Navigator in patrol aircraft and a recruiter for the Navy’s Nuclear 
Power Program.  He served from 1977-1997.  He is a descendant of John Ashbury 
Endacott (January 10, 1865 – December 22, 1934), who was born in Plymouth, 
Devon, England, emigrated to America, and by 1887 was a Methodist preacher in  
Eudora, Kansas.  He is also the son of Jack Endacott (see above) and brother of 
Steven Endacott (see below).  He is a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/estes_park_news/epn3-26-
10webfile/2010032501/24.html 

*** 
 
STEVEN M. ENDACOTT 
 Steve was an aircraft carrier-based U.S. Navy strike fighter pilot, and he 
flew missions during the Iranian Hostage Crisis, Desert Shield and other Cold War 
skirmishes.  A graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, he 
made deployments to the Indian Ocean, the Pacific and the Mediterranean arenas 
during his 20-year Naval career. His last assignment brought him to Fallon, 
Nevada where he served as commanding officer of the strike fighter squadron at 
NAS Fallon.  In 1994 he became Fallon’s Emergency Management Director.  He 
and his wife, Dana, reside in Fallon with their two children.   Dana was one of the 
first Navy pilots and completed 20 years’ of active flying (1974-94).   
 

A former Eagle Scout, Steve is a strong supporter of Boy Scout programs 
and is an active member of the Fallon Rotary Club and Epworth United Methodist 
Church. 

 
He is a descendant of John Ashbury Endacott (January 10, 1865 – December 

22, 1934), who was born in Plymouth, Devon, England, emigrated to America, and 
by 1887 was a Methodist preacher in  Eudora, Kansas.  He is also the son of Jack 
Endacott (see above) and brother of Lawrence Endacott (see above).   
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.cityoffallon.com/government/citydepartments/biography
 _endacott.php 
 2.  http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/estes_park_news/epn3-26-   
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    10webfile/2010032501/24.html 
 

*** 
TROY S. ENDICOTT 
 His name appears on a service roster of All Naval Security Group Members 
serving from August, 1990 to March, 1995.  He was a CTM3 (Cryptologic 
Technician Maintenance, 3rd class). CTMs work on the installation, configuration, 
diagnosis, and repair of state-of-the-art electronic, computer, and network 
hardware and software systems. 
 
Sources: 
1.http://www.navycthistory.com/all_members_service_roster_e_thru_f.html 

*** 
 
 

WAR IN AFGHANISTANÈ 
 
 The war in Afghanistan began on October 7, 2001, as the U.S., British, and 
Afghan United Front (Northern Alliance) forces conducted Operation Enduring 
Freedom, in response to the September 11, 2001 attacks on New York City, 
Washington, DC, and Pennsylvania, which killed 3,000 people.   The objective was 
to dismantle the terrorist organization Al-Qaeda and ending its use of Afghanistan 
as a base for terrorist operations, and capture Al Qaeda leader, Osama Bin Landen.   
Accomplishing this also meant defeating the Taliban, a Muslim fundamentalist 
organization that had been in control in Afghanistan.  The U.S. promised to 
remove the Taliban regime from power and create a viable democratic state.  More 
than 2,000 Americans have been killed in the war as of this writing.   
 
 Key U.S. battles included: 
 
October 7 – November 2, 2001 
BOMBING CAMPAIGN.  In the initial attack, the U.S. bombed the capital, 
Kabul, Kandahar, and Jalalabad.   Bombers operating at high altitudes well out of 
range of anti-aircraft fire dropped bombs on Afghan training camps and Taliban air 
defenses.  By November 2, Taliban frontal positions were devastated, 
 
November 9, 2001 
MAZARI SHARIF.  Northern Alliance forces seized the city with the help of the 
CIA and Air  Force Combat control teams riding on horseback to organize  close 
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air support.  After a bloody 90-minute battle, Taliban forces, who had held the city 
since 1998, withdrew from the city.  The win provided the first solid local foothold 
from which Kabul and Kandahar could be reached, while prior military flights had 
to be launched from Uzbekistan or Aircraft carriers in the Arabian Sea.  The 
Taliban withdrew from Kabul on November 12 as well as from other key cities, 
such as Herat and 2,000 of them went to caves at Tora Bora, on the Pakistan border 
to regroup.  
 
November 25, 2001 
QALA-I-JANGI.  300 Taliban prisoners staged a revolt that had to be put down 
by U.S., British and Northern Alliance forces after 7 days of heavy fighting.  50 
Northern Alliance soldiers and 214 Taliban were killed in the battle.  This marked 
the end of the combat in northern Afghanistan, where local Northern Alliance 
warlords were now firmly in control. 
 
December 6, 2001 
KANDAHAR.  Coalition forces took the city, the birthplace of the Taliban, ending 
Taliban control of Afghanistan.   
 
December 12-17, 2001 
TORA BORA.  This was an indecisive Coalition victory.  They captured of area, 
but failed to kill or capture Osama bin Laden.   It was generally believed that  he 
and major Al-Qaeda and Taliban leaders had fled across the border into Pakistan. 
 
Spring 2005-present 
TALIBAN INSURGENCY.  After their fall from power in 2001, the Taliban 
regrouped and conducted low-intensity warfare against Coalition troops and were 
responsible for many terrorist incidents.   The war also spread over the southern 
and eastern border of the Afghanistan into Pakistan where the Taliban were hiding.  
 
ENDICOTTS SERVING IN AFGHANISTAN 
 
BRIAN R. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Marine Corps Sergeant with 3rd Squad,  2nd Platoon,  Co. C, 
Battalion Landing Team, 1/6, deployed against entrenched Taliban fighters in a 
valley near the village of Khabargho, Afghanistan, during Operation Asbury Park. 
He was part of the 22d Marine Expeditionary Unit that was deployed to southern 
Afghanistan early in 2004.   
 
 Sources:   
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 1.http://www.marines.mil/news/publications/Documents/Fortitudine%20Vol%2035%20
No%202.pdf 
 

*** 
JEFFREY ENDICOTT 
 Jeffrey graduated from Creighton University with a B.A. in Psychology and 
thereafter served as a Colonel with the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 
  
 After serving in numerous Reserve billets in the U.S., on June 26, 2007 the 
Marine Corps announced that he had been promoted to Colonel in the Marine 
Corps Reserve.  He was then deployed to Al Anbar Province in Iraq from 2007-08  
as a Rule of Law, Security Detainee Operations & Reintegration Officer.  In 2010, 
he was made Officer in Charge of the Regional Corps Advisor Team, Afghan 
National Army, 215th Corps, for Helmand and Nimruz provinces in Afghanistan.  
 
 Sources: 

1. http://ebooksfortroops.org/2011/02/08/kindles-arrive-to-the-215th-corps-
partner-team/ 

2. http://www.indeed.com/r/JeffreyEndicott/9f99847a431eea82 
 

*** 
JOSHUA ENDICOTT 
 He was an Army Private from Columbus, Ohio and was awarded the Purple 
Heart during a ceremony at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, on 
Friday, Oct. 29, 2010.  He was injured while conducting a patrol and his unit was 
attacked by a suicide bomber on a motorcycle near Kandahar, Afghanistan. 
 
 Joshua, like many coming back from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan has 
PTSD.  Previously outgoing and carefree, he now says he’s constantly “stressed 
out” and always alert.  Once and avid runner and swimmer, he now can do neither 
because of his injuries.  “I don’t feel safe, ever” is how he puts it.  
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Joshua is on the right 
 

 Sources:  
  1. http://www.daylife.com/topic/Walter_Reed_Hospital/photos 
 

*** 
 
NICHOLAS LEWIS ENDICOTT (February 6, 1981 – January 29, 2008) 
 In March 2010, it was reported that Corporal Nicholas Endicott, 24, of Pecks 
Mill, West Virginia and 4 other Iraq veterans had died while taking Seroquel 
cocktails as a treatment for PTSD.  
 
 Nicholas joined the Marines in 2003 after working as a coal miner in West 
Virginia.  He deployed twice to Iraq and once to Afghanistan, where he saw heavy 
combat.  On one mission, he was blown more than eight feet in the air by a 
roadside bomb, medical records show.  He came home plagued by nightmares and 
flashbacks of having seen fellow Marines killed and rarely left the house. 
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 According to one news story, death certificates and other records collected 
by veteran family members show that more than 100 similar deaths have occurred 
among Iraq and Afghanistan combat veterans and other military personnel, many 
of whom took PTSD cocktails that included Seroquel and other antipsychotics, 
antidepressants, mood stabilizers, sleep inducers and pain and seizure medications. 
 
 News stories have alleged that Seroquel has been associated with several 
scandals involving conflict of interest, medical malpractice, and failure to report 
income. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.alternet.org/world/145892/are_veterans_being_given_deadly_
 cocktails_to_treat_ptsd 
 2. http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/13/us/13drugs.html?hp 
 3. U.S. Veterans’ Administration Gravesite Locator 
 

*** 
TRENT ENDICOTT 
 He served as a Corporal with the 3rd Marine Division in the Seray combat 
outpost in Chowkay district, Kunar province. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/gallery/2008/nov/27/afghanistan 
 

*** 
 
 
TROY “KRUSTY” ENDICOTT 
 On April 29, 2011, Lieutenant Colonel Endicott was honored as the outgoing 
commander of the 21st Operations Support Squadron at Patterson Air Force Base 
(PAFB) in Colorado.  Although he wasn’t a pilot, he received this farewell after 
commanding PAFB’s award-winning airfield for two years. 
 
 Earlier Krusty served in both Afghanistan and Iraq, where he was deployed 
in air and space operations centers and performed duties as a lead space weapons 
officer and space strategist.   
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 He received a BS degree in Aerospace Engineering from Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, in Prescott, Arizona and an MS in Space Operations from 
the Air Force Institute of Technology.   
 
 He entered the Air Force in 1994.  His career includes assignment as an 
airborne reconnaissance flight test project manager for the U-2 and unnamed aerial 
vehicles, orbital analyst instructor for Cheyenne Mountain Operations Center space 
surveillance operations, a core member on a Joint  
Forces Air Component Commander staff (HQ 16 AF, Aviano AB, Italy), and chief, 
Current Operations, HQ AFSPC Integrated Joint Special Technical Operations 
(IJSTO) Cell.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://csmng.com/2011/05/11/fitting- 
     farewell-for-21st-oss-commander-2/ 
  2. http://www.afspc.af.mil/shared/media/document/ 
      AFD-080226-050.pdf 
   

*** 
 

IRAQ WAR  È 
 

 The War in Iraq, also referred to as the Second Gulf War or Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, began on March 20, 2003 and lasted until December 18, 2011.  It began 
with the invasion of Iraq by a multinational coalition led by the United States and 
the United Kingdom.  
 
  Prior to the invasion, both the U.S. and the U. K. believed that Iraq 
possessed weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and this was stated as the main 
reason for going to war.   Following the invasion, however, no WMD was ever 
found and it was concluded that Iraq had ended its nuclear, chemical, and 
biological programs in 1991 and had no active programs at the time of the 
invasion. 
 
 Other reasons were also given for invading Iraq.  Some U.S. officials 
accused Iraqi President Saddam Hussein of harboring and supporting al-Qaeda,  
but no evidence of a meaningful connection was ever found to back this, either. 
Another reason was Iraq's financial support for the families of Palestinian suicide 
bombers, Iraqi government human rights abuse, and the importance of spreading 
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democracy to the country.  
 
 The invasion of Iraq led to an occupation and the eventual capture of 
President Hussein, who was later tried in an Iraqi court of law and executed by the 
new Iraqi government.  
 
 However, the invasion also led to violence against coalition forces which by 
war’s end had led to 4,487 U.S. deaths there and more than 100,000 Iraqis deaths 
and more than 4 million refugees.   It also caused a fighting between many Sunni 
and Shia groups within Iraq, and the emergence of a new faction of al-Qaeda in 
Iraq. 
 
 In late February 2009, newly elected U.S. President Barack Obama 
announced an 18-month withdrawal window for US combat forces, with 
approximately 50,000 troops remaining in the country in non-combat roles "to 
advise and train Iraqi security forces and to provide intelligence and surveillance".  
Thus, beginning in September 1, 2010, the American operational name for its 
involvement in Iraq changed from "Operation Iraqi Freedom" to "Operation New 
Dawn."  
 
 Key U.S. battles include:  
 
March 23 – 29, 2003 
NASIRIYAH.  This was one of the first major battles of the 2003 invasion of Iraq 
and heavy fighting took place in the southern Iraqi city.  Between 350-430 Iraqis 
were killed compared to 29 on the Allied side and it ended in an Allied victory.  
 
April 4 – June 6, 2003 
MAHDI ARMY UPRISING.  This was an Iraqi paramilitary force created by the 
Iraqi Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr.   It spearheaded the first major armed 
confrontation against the U.S.-led liberation forces in Iraq from the Shia 
community.  It ended in a truce. 
 
April 6, 2003 
DEBECKA PASS.  This was a successful U.S. operation to secure a major 
crossroads near the village of Debecka, between Mosul and Kirkuk in northern 
Iraq, notable for its use of the Raytheon\Lockheed-Martin Javelin anti-tank missile 
against an Iraqi mechanized infantry and tank force.  
 
April 4 – May 1, 2004  



 884 

FIRST FALLUJAH. Codenamed Operation Vigilant Resolve, it was an 
unsuccessful attempt by the U.S. to capture the city of Fallujah.  It marked a 
turning point in that insurgents, rather than Saddam loyalists, were now seen as the 
chief opponents of U.S. forces. 
 
November 7 – December 23, 2004 
SECOND FALLUJAH.  American, British, and Iraqi forces succeed in taking the 
city in what was some of the heaviest urban combat U.S. Marines have been 
involved in since the Battle of Huế City in Vietnam in 1968.  The U.S. suffered 95 
killed and 560 wounded; the insurgents about 1,350 killed and 1,500 captured.  
 
2007 
THE SURGE.  Starting in January 2007, President George W. Bush sent an 
additional 5 Army brigades, totaling about 18,000 men, to Iraq and extended the 
tours of soldiers and Marines already there.  The focus was on tamping down 
sectarian violence in Baghdad and Anbar province, the latter being the heart of the 
Sunni Arab insurgency and where about a quarter of U.S. deaths occurred during 
the Iraq war.  After going on longer than planned and resulting in more deaths than 
planned, the level of violence finally fell way off, although there is argument as to 
whether it was the result of the surge or for other reasons.  
 
March 25-31, 2008 
BASRA.  Tactically inconclusive; the Mahdi army melted away from the city after 
Allies lost 30 killed and 400 wounded while the Mahdi army lost 400 killed,  600 
wounded, and 155 captured.  
 
Since 2007 
IEDs.  These are “Improvised Explosive Devices,” often roadside bombs and they 
caused 64% of Coalition deaths in the war.  In some cases they were supplied by 
Iran. 
 
ENDICOTTS IN THE IRAQ WAR 
 
CHRISTOPHER ENDICOTT 
 He is a Platoon Sergeant and Company Operations Officer stationed at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina.  He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 2006.  Prior to that he 
served in Operation New Dawn in Iraq as a Digital Training and Management 
Systems/Operations Officer.  Before that he served in a number of billets including 
Intelligence Analyst, Unit Armorer, and  Field Artillery Survey and Meteorological 
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Section Chief.  He attended both Southeast Missouri State University from 2005-
2006 and Fayetteville Technical Community College In 2009.   
 
 Sources: 
  1. http://www.linkedin.com/pub/christopher-     
 endicott/55/1b1/a82 

*** 
 
NICHOLAS ENDICOTT 
 (See War in Afghanistan, above; he served in both) 
 

*** 
RYAN ENDICOTT 
 Ryan was a Corporal with the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, First 
Marine Division and served four years in Iraq and Southeast Asia.   He then 
became an anti-war activist, a vice president of the Los Angeles chapter of Iraq 
Veterans Against the War (IVAW), protesting publicly against the Iraq war in both 
written and public speaking format.   What follows are excerpts from a much 
longer speech that he gave in 2009: 
 
 Try to imagine yourself tonight as you sleep warm in your bed with your 
wife, your children in the next room.  Two a.m. and your door is kicked in and men 
are screaming.  
 
 As they kick open your bedroom door, they're screaming a language you 
don't understand. They're pointing machine guns at your face as they drag you by 
your hair from your bed, slamming your face down to the ground, putting their 
boots on the back of your neck and smashing your face further into the concrete 
floor.  Your struggle to protect your family and your home is futile as you are 
blindfolded and handcuffed so tight you lose feeling in your hands within minutes. 
All you know is you can hear your screaming wife and children crying for help and 
you are too useless to protect them.  You were not on a list of suspected terrorists.  
You were not on a list of known terrorists.  In fact, you completely supported the 
U.S. coming into your country and promising freedom, prosperity. You were 
simply a man in a house on a street that my platoon decided to search. When your 
blindfold is finally released, the men left your home, it's destroyed….And you 
vainly try to tell your family it will be okay and never happen again but, in your 
heart you know all the while, your chances are it probably will.  
 
 As time continued to pass, my ego grew stronger and my hate boiled within 
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my veins.  A scene like this was nothing more than a Tuesday to me.  I laughed as I 
heard a story.   One of the platoons had strapped dead bodies to the hoods of their 
Humvees and drove around the city for hours blasting death metal music as they 
terrorized the population.  Just another Tuesday to me. 
 
 Back on post, there was a time when somehow, some way, an Iraqi had 
managed to get himself lost and ended up knocking on the door to my post which 
happened to be next to our sleeping area.  
 
 As I answered the door and I saw the Iraqi standing there, I accepted my fate 
and I jumped on top of him.  I accepted he was a suicide bomber and I had seen my 
last day as I began to punch him.  Brutally I sat on top of him punching him as 
hard as I could.  After a moment I got him under control and handcuffed him.  He 
was simply a man who had just gotten lost. 
 
 I was punished harshly not for my actions, not for harming an unarmed 
civilian, but for not killing him….I was ostracized and called a "wuss" and a "girl" 
for not killing him.  I had lost all the respect that I had gained and that I had killed 
for to earn.  
 
 I was forced to stand six hours at post at a time directly behind an air 
conditioning unit with all the heat blasting out of the back side onto my face in the 
middle of the summer in one of the hottest places on the earth.  I stood that post 12 
hours a day, four days a week for over a month. 
 
 The man that arose from that month was someone I hoped to never meet 
again.  The last bit of humanity and morality I had left was gone.   I laughed as 
marines told me they'd just shot this guy in the head and saw his head explode. Just 
another Tuesday to me. 
 
 One Tuesday they brought a car that had just been shot up.  The driver's 
fully intact brain was sitting in the back seat.  And, to the looks of it, the 
passenger's brains were all over the car.   I walked over to the body bag with the 
passenger in it -- the bag was still twitching.   And we could hear his body still 
attempting to breathe.  Even though his brains were clearly all over the car.  We 
laughed as we stomped him.  Just another Tuesday to me.  These are just some of 
the Tuesdays that fill a seven-day calendar. 
 
 I was given a medium machine gun and unlimited ammo and told to spend a 
couple of hours per post down at a post that was usually unmanned.  It had 
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extended view and less observers that could see what I was doing while I was 
down there.  
 
 It was expressed to me that I was now a shooter and was being placed down 
there to shoot.  "Don't worry.  We have your back.  Make sure your combat reports 
are rock solid and we'll take care of you.  You saw two guys with weapons and one 
ran off."  
 
 Rules of engagement may change like the tides of the ocean or the winds of 
a hurricane but people don't come back from the dead.  Sometimes, from one hour 
to the next, the rules of engagement would change.  At ten a.m. someone with a 
shovel on a certain street would be killed and at ten-thirty he shouldn't be killed. 
You can change the rule but you can't bring that person back to life.  And when 
you can't bring him back to life, you tell me that I just murdered him.  
 
 After returning from the war, I began drinking, not caring.  I had an attitude 
that ruled my life where I didn't care if I lived, if I died, where I went or what I did.  
 
 As the mental brainwashing and numbing that the Marine Corps had given 
me dissipated, the only way to substitute that numbing was through alcohol.  
 
 I started to think back to the people I shot and the lives that I ruined through 
my hatred and violence and sometimes it was just too much for me to handle.  
 
 This war has not only taken the lives of countless Iraqis -- men, women and 
children, but …countless American lives have been destroyed.  American veterans.  
People who joined to serve their country and be American heroes.  
 
 Many vets feel there's just no one out there who can help them and end up 
on the street homeless with nothing or sometimes worse.  Veterans are attempting 
and committing suicide at an unprecedented rate.  That's for a reason.  
 
 What's worse?  To die for no reason or to live a life of violence and 
destruction, internal structure and hatred every single day for no reason?  
 
 To live every day knowing that everything that was instilled in me from the 
moment I was born as a free American boy, all the morals and everything that was 
taught to me, I gave away at the moment I pulled the trigger for acceptance, the 
moment that I beat another human being half to death simply to feel like the heroes 
that I held with such regard. 
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 I know today that I cannot mend the things that I have broken.  Or fix the 
lives that I have destroyed.  But maybe with my testimony today, I can help one 
person, they might help two people who can eventually help four.  And they'd be 
all of us together, standing united in preventing these atrocities from ever 
happening again. 
 
 On January 6, 2011, Ryan wrote an open letter to the 1,400 Marines 
scheduled to be deployed to Afghanistan urging them to refuse their orders.  On the 
letter he said: “There is no longer any doubt that the war in Iraq was waged for 
corporate profits. Like Iraq, Afghanistan is just another resource-rich region of the 
world that is not yet in the grip of Wall Street.” 
 
 On March 10, 2015, Ryan wrote an article for “Liberation”, a newspaper for 
the Party for Socialism and Liberation, in which he accused the US Government of 
engaging in a double standard in punishing exposure of war crimes instead of 
pursuing war criminals.  He specifically defended Bradley, now Chelsea, Manning 
and Edward Snowden while accusing the government of letting General Patreus off 
too easily. 
 
 Sources: 
 1.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0Nm65JLTo8&feature=player_embedded#at=292 
 2.  http://www.marchforward.org/dasfg 
 3.  https://www.liberationnews.org/government-punishes-exposure-war-
crimes-war-criminals/ 
 

*** 
 
STEFAN G. ENDICOTT 
 He was a Corporal serving with the 1st Battalion of the 7th Marine Regiment 
RCT-7.   His name appears on a 2006 list of Marines who received  personal 
combat awards from the Marne Corps during the Global War on Terrorism.   There 
is also a Stefan Endicott who was in a panel discussion “Americans in Iraq” that 
was held at Miami University who is probably the same man.  
 
 Sources: 
  1.www.mcamarines.org/files/Combat%20Awards%202006.xls 
  2. http://arts.muohio.edu/node/26027 

*** 
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TODD JOHN ENDICOTT (April 15, 1971 - )  

He is the son of _______and the twin brother of Troy Endicott (see below).  
He is a former Navy pilot who so experienced first-hand the problems of having to 
use glasses and contact lenses that he decided to go to medical school and become 
an eye doctor. 

Todd had gotten a BS degree in Zoology/Animal Biology from the 
University of Idaho in 1995 before he went into the Navy.  There he was a Naval 
Flight Officer, flying the Grumman EA-6B Prowler off the aircraft carrier USS 
Kitty Hawk in Japan from 1999-2002.   Doing this work, he initially depended on 
contact lenses and glasses for his visual acuity. He explains some of the 
complications this entailed:  

I wore contact lenses and always had 3 spare pairs of glasses on my G-suit 
and survival gear. When I deployed, I carried dozens of extra boxes of 
contact lenses, jugs of contact lens solutions, and always extra glasses. On 
several aircraft carrier catapult launches, due to the sheer force, my contact 
lenses slipped off my eyes. I was scurrying to grab my glasses and fit them 
under my flight helmet, during a very critical time in flight. 

 After his first flying tour, he received a photorefractive keratectomy (PRK) 
which is laser surgery and says: 
 

Oh man! My world changed! I could see better than ever before. I was freed 
from the burden of contact lenses, cleaning solutions, and glasses. To say it 
was life-changing, well, that’s an understatement.”  

It was such an impactful experience he decided to pursue medicine and 
become an eye surgeon.  So he attended the Arizona College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Glendale, Arizona from 2003-2007.  

Then, from May, 2009 - June , 2011, he was a Group Surgeon with the First 
Marine Aircraft Wing on Okinawa, Japan.  He then spent from July, 2011 - June 
2014 as an Ophthalmology Resident at the Naval Medical Center in San Diego, 
California, prior to his current assignment. 

 
 Now he is a practicing Ophthalmologist in San Diego, California and at the 

Naval Hospital Jacksonville in Jacksonville, Florida.   
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Since 2013 and has performed more than 5,000 procedures with the United 
States Navy. He served as the Director of the Laser Center at the Naval Hospital in 
Jacksonville, Florida. In addition to being an expert LASIK and refractive surgeon, 
he is certified in ICL (Intraocular Collamer Lens) surgery. When not performing 
LASIK, PRK, and ICLs, he performs cataract surgery and eyelid plastic surgery 
within the military community.  

Sources: 
1. https://www.caredash.com/doctors/todd-endicott-do-san-diego-ca 
2. https://www.lasikplus.com/eye-care-team/todd-endicott-d.o./ 
3. https://www.linkedin.com/pub/todd-endicott/17/819/5a7 

*** 
 
TROY LYND ENDICOTT  
 He is the son of Thonas Lynd Endicott and the twin brother of Todd 
Endicott (see above).  He is a Brigadier General who serves as the Director for 
Space Policy at the National Security Counsel.  He advised President Trump and 
the National Security Advisor on space matters and develops and coordinates space 
policies and strategy.  This coincides with upgrading the Air Force Space 
Command from a major Air Force command to a whole new sixth service branch 
of the United States Armed Forces responsible for space warfare. 
 

Troy was commissioned in 1994 through the ROTC program at Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University, a private university established in 1926 with its 
main campuses in Daytona Beach, Florida, and Prescott, Arizona. It is the largest 
accredited university system specializing in aviation and aerospace in the world.  

 
Then, in 1999, he got a Master of Science in Space Operations, from the 

Air Force Institute of Technology, an Air Force graduate school at Wright 
Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio.  

 
His career includes assignments as an airborne reconnaissance acquisitions 

officer, space operator, instructor and planner, speechwriter, major command, and 
Secretary of the Air Force’s space policy lead.  He deployed 4 times during 
operations Northern Watch, Iraqi Freedom, and Enduring Freedom as a space 
weapons officer and commanded one of the Air Force’s first expeditionary space 
units in Iraq.  He commanded the 21st Operations Support Squadron and 21st 
Operations Group at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado.  Prior to his current 
assignment with the NSC, he commanded the 460th Space Wing and was the 
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installation commander of Buckley Air Force Base in Colorado.  He was awarded 
the Legion of Merit.  

 
From 2012-2013, he was a Research Fellow in the International Security 

Program at Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center for Science and International 
Affairs.  His areas of specialty there were listed as Middle East and North Africa, 
International Security and Defense, Security Strategy, and Space Security.  

 
In 2012, he wrote a book called “Space Launch Operations and the Lean 

Aerospace Initiative.”     
  
 Sources: 

1.https://www.af.mil/AboutUs/Biographies/Display/Article/1970735/brigadi
er-general-troy-l-endicott/ 
 2.http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/experts/2676/troy_endicott.html 

 
*** 

 
VARIANT SPELLINGS 
 
JEFFREY ALLEN ENDECOTT 
 Jeff served in Iraq as a Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant in Marine Medium 
Helicopter Squadron 265.  He was in Iraq from October, 2004 to April, 2005 and 
his unit was attached to the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) based on the 
assault ship USS Essex, a helicopter aircraft carrier.   An MEU is a quick reaction 
force, deployed and ready for immediate response to any crisis.  
 
 He and his unit helped supply a Marine Corps-led operation called “Phantom 
Fury” to recapture the city of Fallujah in November, 2004.  Operation Phantom 
Fury resulted in between 1,200-1,500 insurgent fighters killed, 1,500 captured, and 
95 American troops killed, and 560 wounded.   In addition, 4 Iraqi and 4 British 
troops were killed along with about 800 civilians. The U.S. military called it "some 
of the heaviest urban combat U.S. Marines have been involved in since the Battle 
of Huế City in Vietnam in 1968. 
 
 After recapturing the city, Jeff helped support the first free election in Iraq’s 
history on January 20, 2005. 
 
 While in Iraq, Jeff  performed the following jobs: CH-46E Helicopter Lead 
Maintenance Controller (prepared all helicopters for flight and controlled all 
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maintenance on the helicopters);  Crew Chief/ Gunner Instructor (he flew over 160 
flight hours in combat, and supported the training of new aerial gunners;  Avionics 
Technician (he supported helicopters with troubleshooting their electronic 
equipment, both in the air and on the ground.) 
 
 Besides his time in Iraq, as part of a 20-year career in the Marine Corps, Jeff 
spent 3 years in Okinawa and was stationed with Marine Corps Helicopter 
Squadron One (HMX-1) in Quantico, Virginia, for another 3 years. 
 
 His grandfather, Thomas Alvan Endecott,  served in WWII  and his great, 
great grandfather, Benjamin Franklin Endecott, served in the Civil War (see both, 
above).  
 
 Sources: 

1. July 2, 2012 email sent to brother, Greg Endecott, and forwarded 
to author on 10-1-12.  

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_Fallujah 
*** 

 




